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Happy New Year.
Now that we have muddled 

through 2014, we’re ready to 
take an optimistic view of 2015, 
when the Brazoria County 
economy should start showing 
signs of busting at the seams.

With all the plants expanding, 
and Dow building new offices in  
Lake Jackson, the county should 

see a nice 
boost.

People 
smarter than 
me who get 
paid to keep 
an eye on 
the economic 
pulse of this 
county have 

said the same thing. 
On the national scale, 2014 

appeared to be a year of the 
bad news  – shootings, plane 
crashes, weather that was either 
too hot or too cold, Russia  
attacking its neighbor right after 
putting on the most expensive 
Winter Olympics in history, and 
so on.

I could go on for a while, but 
what’s the use? I got to the point 
that I was watching National 
Geographic and ESPN more 
than cable news. That is a huge 
turnaround for me, being a news 
junkie.

Last week I had to limit that to 
ESPN, because when I turned 
on National Geographic, they 
showed a documentary about an 
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I AM NOT THAT UNATTRACT-
IVE: Police in Columbus, Ohio, 
posted a picture on the depart-
ment’s Facebook page of a woman 
wanted for aggravated robbery 
and kidnapping. Then, in what an 
officer called “a first for us,” the 
woman called to complain that 
the picture was unflattering and 
demanded that it be removed. She 
was invited to come to the station 
to “talk about it.” She did. And she 
was arrested.

YOU MIGHT CALL THEM 
‘FUNCUFFS’: A hired dancer 
playfully handcuffed a man before 
giving him a birthday dance at a 
party in a home in Queenstown, 
New Zealand. But the revelers 
found that they were unable to 
free him afterwards, and had to 
take him to the fire station to get 
the cuffs removed. One fireman 
said the job was pretty easy as 
“they weren’t police handcuffs.” He 
described them as “recreational.”

SO THIS WON’T GO ON MY 
RECORD, RIGHT? A drunk tried 
to steal a bottle of wine from a 
supermarket in East Grinstead, 
England, but hit his head on a 
shelf as he ran for the door and 
knocked himself out cold. Interest-
ingly, he could not be charged as 
he hadn’t made it outside.

I DON’T KNOW WHAT I WAS 
THINKING, OFFICER: A man, 
who was almost out of gas in 
Big Sur, Calif., felt the best way 
to solve his problem would be to 
steal another guy’s car. Then he 
pulled over a few miles down the 
road where he used an emergency 
call box to report to police that his 

family had been killed and thrown 
into a river. When officers showed 
up, he told them his family was fine 
but that he hadn’t slept in almost a 
week. He was arrested.

HMMM, SOMEONE SMELLS 
NICE: A man led police on a high-
speed chase in Lebanon, Ore., 
then got out of his car and hid 
himself in some dense foliage. He 
was caught when officers called in 
the K-9 unit, and one of the dogs 
located him because of the strong 
odor of his cologne.

YOU PICKED THE WRONG 
CAR, BUB: A drunk man was 
arrested after he broke into the 
unmarked vehicle of the police 
chief of Saddle Brook, N.J.

I FEEL PRETTY, OH SO 
PRETTY: After a guy set up 
security cameras in his Chicago 
home, he captured footage of a 
guy breaking in and trying on his 
girlfriend’s panties. He didn’t steal 
anything.

HEY, I’M JUST TRYING TO DO 
MY CIVIC DUTY HERE: A man 
who has been on the run from 
the law for 24 years in India was 
arrested because he registered to 
vote in the town of Andheri, and 
had to provide election officials 
with his current address.

OK, WHERE DID I SLIP UP, 
COPPER? A 68-year-old man 
robbed a bank in Denver wearing 
a black T-shirt with his name on 
it, then fled in his car which was, 
of course, registered to him, and 
was photographed by surveillance 
cameras outside the bank. The FBI 
had this guy in custody in just a 
few hours.

History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Dec. 29: ON THIS DATE 
in 1862, the bowling ball was 
invented. In 1940, Nazi Germany 
began dropping incendiary bombs 
on London during World War II.

Dec. 30: ON THIS DATE in 
1911, Sun Yat-sen was elected 
the first president of the Republic 
of China. In 1940, California’s first 
freeway, the Arroyo Seco Parkway 
connecting Los Angeles and Pasa-
dena, opened.

Dec. 31: ON THIS DATE in 
1879, inventor Thomas Edison 
gave the first public demonstration 
of his incandescent lamp. In 1974, 
U.S. private citizens were allowed 
to buy and own gold bullion or 
coins for the first time in more than 
40 years.

Jan. 1: ON THIS DATE in 1863, 
President Lincoln signed the Eman-
cipation Proclamation, declaring 
that slaves in rebel states were 
free. In 1928, the first air-condi-
tioned office building in the United 
States opened in San Antonio. In 
1959, Cuban revolutionaries led by 
Fidel Castro overthrew the pro-U.S. 
Batista regime.

Jan. 2: ON THIS DATE in 1900, 

Secretary of State John Hay 
announced the “Open Door Policy” 
to facilitate trade with China. In 
1905, the Russo-Japanese War 
ended due to negotiations led by 
U.S. President Theodore Roos-
evelt - an act that won him the 
Nobel Peace Prize a year later.

Jan. 3: ON THIS DATE in 1521, 
Christian reformer Martin Luther 
was excommunicated by the 
Roman Catholic Church  In 1847, 
the California town of Yerba Buena 
was renamed San Francisco. In 
1870, construction began on the 
Brooklyn Bridge; it took almost 13 
years to finish.

Jan. 4: ON THIS DATE in 1642, 
King Charles I and 400 soldiers 
attacked the English Parliament. 
In 1965, President Johnson 
outlined the goals of his “Great 
Society” in his State of the Union 
address.

Answer to last week’s ques-
tion: This week in 1754, what is 
now Columbia University in New 
York City was founded as Kings 
College.

This week’s question: In 1929, 
the first science-fiction comic strip 
in the United States premiered. 
What was its title?

Prosecutor says some Brown grand jury witnesses lied
By Koran Addo
St. Louis Post-Dispatch (TNS)

ST. LOUIS — Certain witnesses 
who spoke before the grand jury 
investigating the Aug. 9 shooting 
of Michael Brown told obvious lies 
under oath, St. Louis Prosecuting 
Attorney Robert McCulloch said.

“Clearly some were not telling the 

truth,” he said Friday morning during 
an interview on KTRS-AM.

In his first extensive interview 
since the grand jury decided not 
to indict Ferguson Police Officer 
Darren Wilson, McCulloch said he 
had no regrets about letting grand 
jury members hear from non-cred-
ible witnesses.

“Early on I decided that anyone 
who claimed to have witnessed 
anything would be presented to the 
grand jury,” McCulloch said before 
adding that he would’ve been criti-
cized no matter his decision.

During the interview, McCulloch 
referenced a woman who claimed to 
have seen the shooting.

This “lady clearly wasn’t present,” 
McCulloch said during the nearly 
30-minute interview on KTRS. “She 
recounted a story right out of the 
newspaper,” backing up Wilson’s 
version of events.

The criticism of that witness fits 
the questions surrounding Sandra 
McElroy, also known as Witness 40.

McElroy, who has admitted to 
using racial slurs and trying to raise 
money for Wilson, testified that 
she saw the entire shooting unfold, 
and that Brown charged the officer 
shortly before he was killed — a 
detail that has been at the center of 
the shooting because of conflicting 
reports.
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Computerman
Q.  In this highly computerized 

world, if there’s a word for what 
we’re all going through, what might 
it be?  And what are a few other 
terms that might go along with it?

A.  Make that “hyperconnected,” 
as in computers, computers, 
computers, online, online, online, 
Internet, Internet, Internet, says 
Paul McFedries in “IEEE Spectrum” 
magazine.  

While technology facilitates 
connection to people far away, it 
can simultaneously disconnect us 
from those who may be directly in 
front of us. You can call this our 
“have-device-will-travel lifestyles,” 
or “ubiquitous information creat-
ing ubiquitous distraction,” with 
“ambient connectivity” becoming 
“compulsive connectivity.”  

Now we may need to do some 
“digital detoxification,” or search 
out a few “Walden zones” -- rooms 
without computers or Internet 
connections.  And as “distrac-
tion addicts,” we could use a few 
“distraction blinders” or “attention 
shields” to block or limit Internet 
access or online traffic.

So how about some “conscious 
or contemplative computing,” using 
meditation or mindfulness tech-

niques to get back into “disconnec-
tionist” touch.  Our online messages 
and posts are every bit as authentic 
as our off-line life encounters, 
McFedries says.  “The trick lies 
not in favoring one set of experi-
ences over the other but in finding a 
personal balance between the two. 
And, yes, that probably includes 
not using your mobile device during 
dinner.”

Smellephants
Q.  Big body, big ears, big every-

thing.  What’s one of those things 
that African elephants have in far 
greater quantity than we humans 
do?

A.  Their nearly 2000 genes for 
smell receptors, reports “New Sci-
entist” magazine.  That’s more than 
any other animal studied -- twice as 
many as dogs and five times more 
than us (“Genome Research”).  No 
wonder the trunks of “smellephants” 
are so long!

Spread happiness on 
Facebook

Q.  What’s one of the more novel 
ways of spreading, sharing or dis-
seminating love?

A.  “Go on Facebook and put 
some of your feelings out into the 

world,” answers Sarah Laskow 
in “Mental Floss” magazine.  
When UC San Diego scientists 
looked at more than a billion 
(1,000,000,000+) user posts in 
100 cities, they found that for each 
single “grumpy” post, 1.29 other 
grumpy posts could be expected to 
follow from the user’s friends -- not 
a doubling but in that direction.  

On a more optimistic note, 
though, every happy post could 
be expected to yield 1.75 more of 
them for a virtual doubling. “Now 
more than at any other point in 
our history, we feel what the world 
feels,” says UC San Diego’s James 
Fowler, one of the study’s coau-
thors. 

So take a cue from this and e-tell 
your friends when you’re feeling 
good.

Gay birds
Q.  The Laysan albatross is a 

seabird with a seven-foot wingspan 
and a life expectancy similar to 
humans.  Half the year they live 
solitary lives, cruising the oceans, 
and the other half they pair off 
for breeding, mating for life.  The 
female is capable of producing only 
one egg per year, yet some nests 
contain two eggs -- a puzzle which 
engendered decades of speculation 
and half-baked theories.  Yet the 
true explanation is utterly simple.  
Can you guess it?

A.  While studying a colony of 
Laysan albatrosses in the Hawaiian 
Islands, biologist Lindsay Young 
noticed that certain couples always 
produce two-egg nests, while 
others never do.  

When she decided to sex all the 
birds, what she found was stunning:  
One-third of all the mating pairs 
were both female!  The long-held 
assumption that each breeding pair 
consists of a male and a female 
was just plain wrong. 

As Young commented in the 
“New York Times Magazine,” 
“This colony is literally the largest 
proportion of -- I don’t know what 
the correct term is? -- ‘homosexual 
animals’ in the world.  Which some 
people might think is a great thing, 
others might not.”

(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)
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Victoria Machin, of Miami Lakes, Fla., turns her pool into a studio to 
photograph her clients under the water. (Barbara Corbellini Duarte/
Sun Sentinel/TNS)

Smile ... and hold your breath

BEAUTIFUL 
1-ACRE 

HOMESITE
 Off CR 651 in 

Brazoria. $24,500, 
or make offer. 

(281) 796-4622

Chicago Tribune (TNS)
CHICAGO — A man bit off a part 

of a security guard’s ear during 
a fight outside a club in Chicago, 
police said.

The man was leaving the Pink 
Monkey in the 700 block of South 
Clinton Street around 1:45 a.m. 
when he started making derogatory 
comments about the club’s service, 
according to police.

The man started banging on the 
glass of the club’s door and a secu-
rity guard told him to stop, police 
said. The man then started swinging 
his fist at the guard, police said.

The two ended up on the ground 
fighting and the man bit off the top 
of the guard’s left ear, police said.

The guard was taken to Rush 
University Medical Center, where 
doctors attempted to reattach the 
ear, authorities said.

The man was taken to John H. 
Stroger Jr. Hospital of Cook County 
with several bruises from the fight, 
police said. Charges were pending.

Ear biting man 
gets pounded by 
security guard

UT to investigate decision to toss away brains in jars
Austin American-Statesman (TNS)

AUSTIN, Texas — A University 
of Texas committee has been 
established to investigate how a 
decision was made to throw away 
dozens of human brains from the 
Austin State Hospital.

The Austin campus received 
about 200 brains of deceased 

mental patients under a 1986 
agreement with Austin State Hos-
pital, but only about 100 remained, 
and then those went missing. 
Rumored to be in the collection 
was the brain of UT Tower sniper 
Charles Whitman.

The missing brains made 
national news earlier this month, 

as UT officials searched for 
answers. Previously stored at 
the campus’ Animal Recources 
Center, 40 to 60 jars — some 
containing multiple brains — were 
incinerated in 2002 because the 
brains were in poor condition, 
UT officials say. It’s unclear how 
many, if any, were transferred to 
other locations.

The tissue use committee 
will investigate how all brain 
specimens from the Austin State 
Hospital have been handled by the 
university and other institutions.
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CDC warns of caramel apples after deadly listeria breakout
By Tony Pugh
McClatchy Washington Bureau (TNS)

WASHINGTON — The Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention 
is warning Americans not to eat 
packaged caramel-coated apples, 
the suspected source of a multi-
state listeria outbreak that’s killed 
at least four people.

As of Thursday, 28 people in 
10 states had been infected with 
the food-borne bacteria: five in 
Missouri, five in New Mexico, four 
each in Arizona, Minnesota and 
Texas, two in Wisconsin and one 
each in California, North Carolina, 
Utah and Washington state.

Of 26 people hospitalized with 
listeria food poisoning, five have 
died, and the bacteria was a defi-
nite factor in four of the deaths, the 
CDC reported. Fifteen of 18 listeria 
patients who’ve been interviewed 

said they’d eaten commercially pro-
duced, packaged caramel apples 
before they became sick.

Nine cases involved pregnant 
women or newborns. Three 
children ages 5 to 15 have also 
developed meningitis, the CDC 
reported.

In addition to causing miscar-
riages and meningitis, listeria leads 
to death in about 20 percent of 
the people who become infected. 
So far, no illnesses in the cur-
rent outbreak have been linked to 
apples that aren’t caramel-coated 
or prepackaged, the CDC said. Nor 
has caramel candy been linked to 
any illnesses.

The CDC is urging consumers to 
avoid all packaged caramel apples 
— including those with nuts, candy 
sprinkles, chocolate or other top-
pings — until additional information 

is available. Officials warn that 
contaminated caramel apples might 
still be on store shelves and in 
consumers’ homes since they’re a 
traditional fall favorite.

Investigators are trying to deter-
mine the brands or types of cara-
mel apples that are linked to the 
illnesses in order to find the source 
of the contamination. Working with 
the Food and Drug Administration, 
the CDC used DNA “fingerprinting” 
on bacteria from infected people to 
identify two outbreak clusters.

“CDC is investigating the two 
clusters together because one 
person was infected with both 
listeria strains simultaneously and 
also because illnesses in the two 
clusters have occurred during a 
similar time period and in similar 
regions of the country,” the CDC 
reported.
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Look for us on 
Facebook

See who is waiting for you at SPCA-BC

Come by the SPCA-BC Shelter at 141 Canna Ln., Lake Jackson, or we 
are at Brazos Mall, Petco and Petsmart every Saturday, to  visit with these 
pets and many of their friends. Kennel sponsorships are now available 
for large or small kennels. Why not have your company or family recog-
nized with a plaque to show you care? Call (979) 285-2340, ext. 100, or visit 
www.spcabc.org for details. Help control the pet population. Have your pet 
spayed or neutered. Come by the  SPCA-BC, and fill out an application today.

Poll finds most optimism about jobs since before recession
By Jim Puzzanghera
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

WASHINGTON — In another 
positive sign for the labor market, 
Americans this month showed the 
most optimism about the avail-
ability of quality jobs than at any 
time since the start of the Great 
Recession, according to a Gallup 
poll released Monday.

About 36 percent of respondents 
said this was a good time to find 
a quality job, the survey found. 
The figure was up sharply from 
30 percent in November and was 
the highest since November 2007, 
Gallup said.

Younger adults were more 
optimistic than older Americans 
about the state of the labor market, 
according to the survey: About 43 
percent of people age 18 to 49 said 
it was a good time to find a quality 
job, compared with just 29 percent 
of those 50 or older.

The 805 respondents in the poll, 
which was taken Dec. 8-11, also 
split along political lines.

Democrats and those who said 
they lean toward the party had 
a much better view of the labor 
market, with 47 percent saying this 
was a good time to find a quality 
job. The figure was 29 percent for 
Republicans and those who lean 
toward that party.

Gallup has been asking the qual-
ity-jobs question each month since 
2001. The highest reading was 48 
percent in January 2007, about a 
year before the Great Recession 
began.

The figure plunged to a low of 
8 percent in late 2009. After rising 

into the teens over the next two 
years, it fell to 8 percent again in 
November 2011 as the recovery 
struggled to gain traction.

The rebound in sentiment is 
seen as a reflection of a strength-
ening jobs market this year as 
economic growth has picked up 
significantly since the winter.

The unemployment rate was 
5.8 percent last month, the lowest 
since mid-2008.

And the economy added a robust 

321,000 net new jobs in November, 
the best performance in nearly 
three years and the 10th straight 
month of more than 200,000 job 
gains.

Although more respondents said 
they have a more upbeat view of 
the labor market, 61 percent said it 
was a bad time to find a quality job. 
Still, the figure was an improve-
ment over 66 percent in November 
and 73 percent a year ago, Gallup 
said.

               LEGAL NOTICE
Application has been made with 
the Texas Alcoholic Beverage 
Commission for a Wine and 
Beer Retailer’s Permit (BG) by 
Marissa McMinn dba Surfin Rita, 
to be located at 403 E. Hwy 332, 
Surfside Beach, Brazoria County, 
Texas. Marissa McMinn is the sole 
owner of said corporation.
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Port Freeport Golf tournament benefits Port Ministries
Port Freeport hosted its third 

annual golf tournament to help 
raise over $29,000 for Texas Port 
Ministry.

 “We had over one hundred golf-
ers, most from the Freeport and 
Houston maritime transportation 
industry, taking part in this benefit, 
which was held at the Wilderness 
Golf Course in Lake Jackson” 
said Port Freeport Executive Port 
Director/CEO Glenn Carlson. 

 “Port Freeport continues its 
dedication to giving back to our 
community and, in particular, sup-
porting efforts benefitting individu-
als that come into contact with our 
Port on a daily basis,” said Port 
Commission Chairman John Hoss. 

 A $29,500 check was presented 
to Texas Port Ministry Director 
Bobby Fuller.

Texas Port Ministry of Freeport 
exists to provide spiritual, social, 
and physical care to the Freeport 
Harbor Community.  Texas Port 
Ministry has been actively minis-
tering to the maritime community 
since 1974.  

Each year, they will minister to 
over 10,000 international seafar-
ers from over 50 countries of the 
world; over 150,000 truck drivers 
from across North America; and 
numerous local port workers.  

Texas Port Ministry is com-
pletely funded through donations.  
The work of the ministry is done 
through the volunteer efforts of 
over 40 individuals representing 
20 area churches. 

Sponsors that made the 
tournament possibe: Dinner- 
Enterprise Products Company; 
GOLD- BBC Chartering, Coastal 
Cargo Company, Freeport LNG, 
Freeport Terminal, HDR; Silver 
- McDonough Engirneering Corp., 
Ports America, Inc., The Dow 
Chemical Company; Bronze 
- COSCO Heavy Transport, 
Dannenbaum Engineering Corp., 
Freeport Mooring and Marine, 
Inc., Gulf Stream Marine, Inc., 
IAD Architects, Terracon Consul-
tants, Inc.; Awards - Aguirre & 

Fields, LP, Doyle & Wachtstetter, 
Inc.; Beverage Cart - Brown and 
Gay Engineers, Chiquita-Great 
White Fleet, Dole Fresh Fruit, 
Lockwood, Andrews & Newnam, 
Inc., West Gulf Maritime Asso-
ciation; Putting Green - Mauro 
& Cordoba, PLLC, Superior 
Fabrication & Maintenance, Inc.; 
Tent & Hole - Garner Environmen-
tal Services, Inc.; Hole – BASF, 
Bay-Houston Towing Co., BayStar 
Group, BEARS, Inc., Brazoria 
County Commissioners Matt 
Sebesta & Dude Payne, Brown 

and Gay Engineers, Chaparral 
Stevedoring Co. of Texas, Inc., 
City of Freeport, First State Bank, 
Freeport Police Department, 
G & H Towing Company, Hays 
Insurance Agency, Kennemer, 
Masters, & Lunsford, Killum Pest 
Control, Inc., Lockwood, Andrews 
& Newnam, Inc., Palmer Logis-
tics, Inc., Port Freeport Commis-
sioner Paul Kresta, Tolunay-Wong 
Engineers, Inc.; Sponsor - Blue-
line Print Shop, Gary & Denice 
Foose, On The River Restaurant, 
TDECU, Texas Road House.

 From left, Port Freeport Executive Port Director/CEO Glenn A. Carlson.; 
Port Freeport’s Marketing and Public Relations Representative Darlene 
Winkler, Texas Port Ministry Executive Director Bobby Fuller; Port 
Freeport’s Marketing and Public Relations-Supervisor Lisa Riley and 
Port Commission Chairman John Hoss.
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Instead of bringing ornaments, kids at the Bill & Julia May Children’s 
Center at Brazosport College decorated their tree with clothing items, which 
were later donated to the Brazoria County Alliance for Children. Included 
among the donations were socks and underwear, as well as a few coats and 
jackets. The donations will be distributed to children in need. Posing with the 
tree are Arnulfo Ramirez, left, and Dottie LeFave. For more information about 
the Brazoria County Alliance for Children, call (979) 849.2500. To learn more 
about the Bill & Julia May Children’s Center at Brazosport College, call (979) 
230.3463.

Kids helping kids at BC Children’s Center

Safety experts make the case for getting teens newer, larger cars to reduce chance of injury
By Karen Kaplan
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

A new analysis of fatal car 
crashes finds that teen drivers 
involved in such collisions were 
46 percent more likely than their 
middle-aged counterparts to be in 
cars classified as “mini” or “small.” 
Teens killed behind the wheel were 
also 44 percent more likely to be 

driving “midsize” cars.
Size mattered, but so did the age 

of the vehicles involved in crashes. 
Compared to middle-aged victims, 
teens involved in fatal crashes were 
almost 10 percent more likely to be 
driving cars that were 6 to 10 years 
old, and they were 17 percent more 
likely to be driving cars that were 11 
to 15 years old. However, the teens 

were 15 percent less likely to be in 
cars that were even older than that.

The data, published in the journal 
Injury Prevention, were drawn from 
the Fatality Analysis Reporting 
System. FARS keeps records of all 
motor vehicle crashes that occur on 
public roads in the United States 
and result in at least one death 
within 30 days of the accident.

Researchers from the Insurance 
Institute for Highway Safety in 
Arlington, Va., focused on crashes 
in the years 2008 through 2012. 
They zeroed in on two sets of col-
lisions — those involving drivers 
between the ages of 15 and 17, and 
those involving drivers old enough 
to be their parents (ages 35 to 50).

They found that 28.5 percent of 
the teens were driving mini or small 
cars, compared with only 19.5 per-

cent of the middle-aged drivers. In 
addition, 23.4 percent of teens were 
driving midsize cars, compared 
with only 16.3 percent of the older 
drivers. The adults were more likely 
than the teens to be driving pickup 
trucks, minivans or SUVs.

These disparities are significant, 
the researchers wrote, because “all 
other things being equal, occupants 
in bigger, heavier vehicles are better 
protected.
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The Brazosport College Student Veterans Association (SVA) recently 
collected multiple boxes of toys and donated them to Toys for Tots through 
the Brazoria County Marine Corps League. The SVA raised the toys through 
volunteer donations, along with using its own funds to purchase additional 
toys. Pictured are, from left, SVA President Jason Sowards, Toys for Tots 
Representative Jorge Buenrostro and SVA Co-Advisor Brooke Woosley. 
SVA representatives not pictured include vice president Theresa Russell, 
secretary Dakota Horn, advisor David Sysma and co-advisor Corlis Hicks. To 
learn more about Toys for Tots, visit www.toysfortots.org. For more infor-
mation about the Brazosport College Student Veterans Association, email 
sva@brazosport.edu.

BC Student Veterans Association 
collects toys for local children

A vintage auto overtakes a moto-cab along the seaside boulevard in 
Havana December 19, 2014. (Tim Johnson/McClatchy/TNS)

Cubans talk normalization, then sink refugee boat
By Brenda Medina
and Enrique Flor
Miami Herald (TNS)

MIAMI—Cuba’s Coast Guard 
sank a boat carrying 32 Cubans 
who were trying to reach the 
Florida coast, according to a 
woman who survived and whose 
husband is missing.

Masiel Gonzalez Castellano told 
reporters in a telephone conversa-

tion from Matanzas, Cuba, that 
her husband, Leosbel Diaz Beoto, 
is missing after falling from the 
boat that was repeatedly charged 
and hit by a boat manned by the 
Cuban Coast Guard.

“We were screaming and crying 
for help as the boat was sinking. 
But they ignored us. Instead, they 
continued charging against our 
boat. Some people dove in the 

water and others stayed aboard 
as the boat sank,” said Gonzalez, 
who was contacted during a news 
conference hosted in Miami by 
the Democracy Movement. “They 
knew there were children aboard, 
but continued to charge against 
us. They didn’t care.”

The boat, said Gonzalez, was 
carrying 32 people, including 
seven women and two children. 
One of the two children was her 
8-year-old son. She added that the 
boat pilot “was from Miami.”

The group, Gonzalez said, 
boarded the boat at around 4 a.m. 
Monday. After being hit on Tues-
day morning, the Cuban Coast 
Guard rescued most of the survi-
vors, who were then locked up by 
the State Security in Versailles, 
Matanzas.

Gonzalez said she has been 
released, with the rest of the 
women and children. The men 
remain under custody, she added.

According to Ramon Saul 
Sanchez, president of Democracy 
Movement, the people on the boat 
said the incident occurred in inter-
national waters at about 22 miles 
from Cuban territory.

 “This is not the way to deal with 
people who are just trying to flee a 
brutal tyranny,” he said.

Sanchez and Sergio Diaz 

Alfonso, an uncle of the missing 
man, appealed to the community 
to help find Diaz Beoto, 33.

Diaz Alfonso, of Homestead, 
learned of the incident and of his 
nephew’s disappearance in a 
phone call from the missing man’s 
sister, Taily Díaz Beoto, who lives 
in Italy and is visiting Cuba with 
her Italian husband.
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Many cults still exist and continue to 
spread their false teachings

My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Q: It seems like we used to 
hear a lot about cults a decade 
or so ago, but I hardly hear any-
thing about them today. Why is 
that? Have most of them faded 
away? - Mrs. M.L.

A: A few cults do seem to have 
faded away or lost their appeal. 
Some, for example, were built 
around the strong personality of 
a domineering leader, and once 
he or she died, many followers 
drifted away.

I can assure you, however, 
that other cults are still active 
and aggressively recruiting new 
members. Some claim to have 
Christian roots (although they 
reject the Gospel), while others 
draw their beliefs from a variety of 
philosophies or religions. Almost 
all claim that they, and they alone, 
have discovered the path to 
spiritual enlightenment or the way 
to heaven. They often demand 
total obedience, and may require 

a convert to leave their family or 
give all their money to the group.

How can you recognize a cult? 
First, ask what they believe about 
Jesus. The Bible says He was 
the unique Son of God, fully God 
and fully man - but cults deny 
this. Then ask what they teach 
about salvation. The Bible says 
only Christ can save us, and we 
cannot save ourselves. But cults 
deny this, saying our salvation 
depends on our own efforts. 
Finally, ask what they believe 
about the Bible. Is it, and it alone, 
God’s Word - or do they add to it 
or reject it?

Make certain of your own com-
mitment to Jesus Christ, and don’t 
be deceived by the false teach-
ings of those who deny the truth 
of God’s Good News in Christ. 
Pray, too, for those who might be 
misled by them. The Bible warns 
that in the last days “evildoers 
and imposters will go from bad 
to worse, deceiving and being 
deceived” (2 Timothy 3:13). 

Master Naturalist program seeks trainee applications
AUSTIN— Sixteen chapters 

of the Texas Master Naturalist 
program will be conducting training 
classes in the coming spring and 
summer months for volunteers 
wanting to learn about natural 
resource and conservation man-
agement.

The Texas Master Naturalist 
program, made up of 44 chapters 
located across the state, aims to 
develop a corps of well-informed 
citizen volunteers to educate their 
communities about the manage-
ment of natural resources.

The main qualification needed 
to become a certified Texas Master 
Naturalist is an interest in learning 
and playing an active part in con-
servation. Volunteers will receive a 
minimum of 40 hours training from 
educators and specialists from 
places such as universities, natural 
resource agencies, nature centers 
and museums. Training topics 
include interpretation and manage-
ment of natural resources, ecologi-
cal concepts, eco-regions in Texas 
and natural systems management.

Volunteers are then asked to 
provide 40 hours of service a year 
in community education, dem-
onstration and habitat enhance-
ment projects in order to maintain 
certification as a Texas Master 
Naturalist. They are also expected 
to pursue a minimum of eight hours 
of advance training in areas of 
personal interest. However, many 
of the volunteers will go above and 
beyond their basic requirements 
once involved, and are encour-
aged to develop personal projects 
connecting to the mission of the 
chapter and state-wide program.

The following Texas Master Natu-
ralist chapters offering volunteer 
training this spring are listed with 
contact information. Enrollment 
is limited in most chapters. Some 
registration deadlines are fast 
approaching so contact a chapter 
near you to see if seating is still 
available.

Angleton — Cradle of Texas 
Chapter — Training runs Jan. 28 
through May 13. Classes are held 
on Wednesdays from 8:30 a.m. 
to 2:30 p.m. Half a day is class 
with the second half field trips. A 
total of 14 classes will be held in 
this period. Some class locations 

are Brazos Bend State Park, Sea 
Center and others. Registration 
is $100 due by Jan. 21. For more 
information contact Roy Morgan at 

royemorgan@aol.com or (979)297-
7677or the AgriLife Extension office 
@ (979) 864-1558x116. Chapter 
website: http://TMN-COT.org.
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sNine County Parks.
sA group campground with air-

conditioned dormitories, cabins, lake 
& bayou fishing, swimming pool & 
wooded trails.

sTwo full-service RV campgrounds 
with air-conditioned cabins, lighted 
fishing areas, covered pavilions, 
playground on the coast.

s23 miles of sandy beaches.
s20 public boat ramps.
sHistorical homes.
sCoastal ecology center.
sBird watching.
sShelling (peak season Dec.-Feb.)
sYear-round Adventure Programs.
sYear-round special events.
Administrative offices
313 W. Mulberry
Angleton, TX. 77515
(979) 864-1541
Brazoria County Parks Director 
Bryan Frazier
Board of Park Commissioners
Chairman: Meta Kirby 
Vice ChairmanL Paul Wofford, Jr.
Secretary: Joyce Peltier
Commissioners: Dorman David-

son, Rex Lloyd, John Stanford, Alvie 
Merrill

SPONSORS
Platinum ($2,000)
BASF Corporation 

Dow Chemical Company
Freeport LNG
Gold ($1,500)

Warehouse Associates (Pirates Alley 
Café, Ocean Village Hotel, Beach 

House Associates)
Silver ($1,000)

Meyerland Custom Home Renovation LLC
Bronze ($500)

DM Petroleum Operations
DSM Nutritional Products Inc.
Kids Way Clinic, Lake Jackson

Town of Quintana
We also thank the many volunteers who help 

clean the beaches, stake out trees and sand 
fencing, lend a hand with programs, and add so 
much to the county’s parks and to our communi-
ties. To become a sponsor, or to volunteer in our 
programs, call (979) 864-1541, or email jamesg 
@brazoria-county.com.

Winter is trout fishing season in Texas

Carl Vignali of Texas Parks and Wildlife’s A.E. Wood state fish hatchery in 
San Marcos delivered more than 750 rainbow trout to Brazoria County Resoft 
Park in Alvin.

 Each year, TPWD stocks thousands of 8-11 inch rainbow trout in small park 
lakes and ponds all across Texas during the winter months. Trout, which thrive 
in colder waters, can survive in Texas as long as water temperatures stays 
below 60 degrees, making the winter stocking a good fit for the Lone Star 
State, and a unique wintertime fishing opportunity for anglers of all ages. Fish-
ing in Brazoria County Parks is free to the public, subject to all state fishing 
regulations.

Schedule of events
Saturday, Jan. 24, 9 a.m. - noon: Dunes Day.  Volunteers meet at Quin-

tana and Surfside Beaches to rebuild, restore, and strengthen our dunes.  
For more information, contact James at (979) 864-1541 (Surfside) or Patty 
at (979) 233-1461 (Quintana).

Monday, March 2: Texas Independence Day Celebration.  Join volun-
teers and students at the Austin Statue at Hwy 288 and Hwy 35 for a cel-
ebration with a guest speaker, historical characters, musket volleys, music, 
and refreshments.  Free event sponsored by local groups.  For information, 
call the Department Office at (979) 864-1541.

Saturday, April 4, 2-4 p.m.: Easter Egg Hunt at San Luis Pass County 
Park.  Candy and prizes provided.  Registered campers only; for information 
or reservations, call (979) 233-6026.

Saturday, April 18: Texas Adopt-A-Beach Spring Clean-Up.  Volunteers 
gather at 9 a.m. in Surfside and Quintana for a general beach clean-up.  
Dress for the weather and bring along some water.  Supplies provided; 
lunch afterward.  For more information, contact James at (979) 864-1541 
(Surfside) or Patty at (979) 233-1461 (Quintana).

Thursday, May 14-17: Fifth Annual Fishing Tournament at San Luis 
Pass County Park.  Starts at noon on Thursday and runs through 9 a.m. on 
Sunday.  Registered campers only; for information or reservations, call (979) 
233-6026.

Sunday, May 24: Happy Memorial Day!  Enjoy free chili cheese dogs, 
washer tournament, limbo, and more fun at San Luis Pass County Park.  
Registered campers only; for information or reservations, call (979) 233-
6026.

Monday-Thursday, June 29-July 2, 9 a.m. - noon: Nature Camp at 
Camp Mohawk County Park.  Outdoor nature-related programming with the 
Brazoria County Master Naturalists.  Ages 7-12.  $30 per camper; limited 
space available.  Pre-registration required.  For information, or to register, 
call (979) 864-1541, or e-mail jamesg@brazoria-county.com.

Saturday, July 4: Happy Independence Day!  Enjoy free chili cheese 
dogs, washer tournament, limbo, and more fun at San Luis Pass County 
Park.  Registered campers only; for information or reservations, call (979) 
233-6026.
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Christmas time is the “Season of 
Giving.”  This year, you’re invited 
to join with a few hundred others to 
give a present to one of our greatest 
natural resources – our beaches!  

At 9 a.m. on Saturday, Jan. 
24, several hundred volunteers 
will assemble at two designated 
points along Brazoria County’s 
beaches.  Some will come armed 

with gloves and hammers to stake 
out Christmas trees, forming new 
dune lines to help protect property, 
wetlands, and wildlife.  Others will 
arrive with garden trowels to plant 
dune grasses, which will hold our 
existing dunes in place and slowly 
make them stronger with their root 
systems and sand-catching stalks.  
We also will have a great multi-

tude of volunteers who bring only 
themselves – they are actually the 
backbone of our effort, as these are 
the ones who drag trees into positon 
and carry bundles of dune grass 
plants to where they are needed.  

What about those who would like 
to volunteer, but cannot because 
they are traveling or their work 
schedule won’t allow it?  Anyone 

with a Christmas tree can easily 
participate.  Once the decorations 
have been removed, simply drop 
this year’s Christmas tree off at 
the entrance to Surfside Beach, at 
Quintana Beach County Park, Keep 
Pearland Beautiful, or the Brazoria 
County Parks office.  We will make 
sure it gets put to good use.  

We also need volunteers to col-
lect trees.  Members of civic groups, 
churches, or other organizations will 
know others in their own circle who 
have Christmas trees left without 
purpose once Jan. 1 rolls around.  
We need volunteers to gather these 
trees, just a few or a great many, 
and drop them off at one of the loca-
tions mentioned above.  

Registration areas will be set up  
on Dunes Day at Stahlman Park in 
Surfside, where both grass-plant-
ers and tree-stakers are needed, 
as well as Quintana Beach County 
Park, where we will be staking trees 
alone.  Both sites start at 9 a.m. 
and should be finished right about 
noon.  It’s always amazing to see 
just how much a group of dedicated 
volunteers can accomplish in just a 
few hours.

How does the program work?  
Volunteers stake Christmas trees 

in short lines to gather wind-blown 
sand.  The trees trap the sand to 

form new dunes or strengthen old 
ones.  Gaps between lines of trees 
allow access for nesting sea turtles.  
This method is very effective; the 
dunes we have now were com-
pletely rebuilt through volunteer 
efforts just like this one after Hur-
ricane Ike swept away almost all our 
sand dunes in 2008.  

Dune grasses are planted in stag-
gered rows to anchor and stabilize 
existing sand dunes.  The grasses 
spread their root systems across the 
upper sand layers, locking the sand 
in place.  They also trap additional 
sand with their stalks and leaves.  

Dunes Day is Saturday, Jan. 
24.  Volunteers will gather at 9 a.m. 
and will be finished about noon.  
As usual, we will have a volunteer 
meal.  

Volunteers are reminded to dress 
for whatever the weather may 
hold.  For staking trees, please 
bring along a hammer.  For planting 
dune grasses, please bring a small 
garden trowel; gloves are helpful in 
preventing raw fingers from handling 
the shoots.  

This is an excellent opportunity 
for students to rack up volunteer 
hours.  

For more information, con-
tact James at 979-864-1541 or 
jamesg@brazoria-county.com.

Ex-TxDOT official named new county parks director
Bryan Frazier brings valuable 

insight to the position of county 
parks director. 

His experience with Texas Parks 
and Wildlife and the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation will make 
him an asset to the department and 
to Brazoria County.  

As Director of Travel Services at 
the TxDOT offices in Austin for the 
past year-and-a-half, Frazier held 
the oversight of Travel Information 
Centers across the state.  

With a staff of more than 60 
employees, his responsibilities 
included personnel management 
and facilities oversight, along with 
all aspects of tourism promotion and 
marketing to the millions of visitors 
who travel to Texas each year.  

His prior service as Public Affairs 
Director for the State Park system 
at TPWD for several years pro-
vided a broad and diverse park and 
resource background.  During his 

12-year employment with TPWD, 
Frazier worked in publication, news/
PR and marketing areas, and more 
directly with park users as lead 
liaison with a variety of state and 
national organizations, agencies, 
new business development and 
constituent groups.  

“Working well with others” is a 
characteristic which describes the 
new director, and should prove ben-
eficial for the growth and challenges 
ahead for Brazoria County Parks.  

Frazier attended Abilene Christian 
University, graduating summa cum 
laude with a degree in advertising 
and marketing, and where he was a 
member of their NCAA conference 
champion baseball team.

His interests away from work 
include fishing and coaching youth 
baseball.  Frazier also is a family 
man with a wife and young son.  
From all appearances, they will be a 
fine addition to Brazoria County.

Christmas trees and volunteers are needed on Dunes Day to help save our beaches

Bryan Frazier new parks director.

Planting in Pairs - Planting dune grasses is relatively simple. As shown here, the volunteers work as a pair.  
One opens a small hole in the sand, while his partner follows with the shoot.  The “digger” then follows behind 
to close the hole with his boot.
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Brazoria County Parks Department projects update
Beach trash cans

Just in time for this year’s Spring 
Adopt-A-Beach clean-up, Parks 
Department crews installed an 
orderly line of blue trash barrels, con-
veniently spaced for use by beach-
goers, in an effort to keep Brazoria 
County beaches clean.   Through the 
summer and fall, they have proven 
their worth!

Brazos River boardwalks
Department maintenance crews 

replaced two large sections of the 
raised board at Brazos River County 
Park in March.  The walkways had 
been damaged by falling trees 
- casualties of the last two year’s 
drought.  

While department crews are 
diligent in trimming overhanging 
limbs to protect park patrons and the 
elevated boardwalks from damage, 
recent rainfall softened the earth 
around the drought-injured trees, 
allowing one of them to topple 
against two sections of the board-
walk.  

The boardwalks at Brazos River 
County Park are part of a trail 
through bottomland hardwoods, 
crossing three boggy sections with 
elevated walkways.  If you haven’t 
seen it, a trip to the park is worth-
while.  Brazos River is behind Plant-
ers Point subdivision near Holiday 
Lakes.

San Luis Pass walkover
Department crews completed 

a Boardwalk and Dune Walk-over 
project at San Luis Pass County 
Park, providing park patrons easier 
access to the newly-formed pedes-
trian beach area.  

Essentially a raised boardwalk, the 
walkway rises from the roadside to 
slope across a small field and above 
the forming dune line.  Along its 
trajectory, a branch of the boardwalk 
connects to the pavilion.  Other than 
the branch, the walkway is arrow-
straight for the entirety of its 120-foot 
length.  All aspects of the project are 
engineered to meet all current ADA 
specifications.  

Hurricane Ike, in 2008, changed 
the direction of currents in the San 
Luis Pass waterway.  Where sand 
once was scoured from the Brazoria 
County shore to be deposited on 
Galveston Island, the process has 

reversed - the beach on the west 
side of the pass is growing.  A total 
of 1,240 linear feet of this new beach 
has been set aside for pedestrian 
use, to provide a protected nesting 
area for piping plover (shore birds) 
and to ease the strain on nesting 
sea turtles.  This designation also 
ensures a relatively safe area for 
sunbather and younger beach-goers.  
And the new beach continues to 
grow.  

Seaweed gone
Starting in late May, seaweed was 

a major nuisance on area beaches.  
Huge off-shore mats washed ashore 
all along the Texas coast, but 
concentrated in the area between 
Matagorda and Galveston.  Heavy 
deposits of sargassum seaweed on 
local beaches were an impediment to 
wading, fishing, and general enjoy-
ment of beachgoers.  

While department crews worked 
diligently to keep access available, 
but the sheer bulk of seaweed in 
the water rendered any gains in to 
short-term victories.  Seaweed mats 
at the water’s edge kept beach sand 
saturated, preventing heavy equip-
ment from getting close enough to 
be effective.  Dry seaweed, removed 
from higher portions of the beaches, 
was piled on dunes to help prevent 
erosion.  

The situation persisted until late 
July, when the drift mats began to 
diminish.  August tides finally cleared 
submerged near-shore drifts to leave 
the county’s beaches relatively clear 
by mid-September.  

Hanson Park boat ramp
The roadway and staging areas 

were cleared for a new public boat 
ramp on the San Bernard River at 
Hanson Riverside County Park.  
Precinct 4 crews avoided all large 
old-growth trees while clearing an 
old roadbed from Highway 35 to 
the river’s edge, setting concrete 
box culverts along natural drainage 
routes along the way.  Both weather 
and priority roadway projects slowed 
progress; still, the goal of having 
public access to that part of the river 
is slowly approaching reality.  

With excavation of the river bank 
and installation of bulkheads and 
a concrete rampway awaiting both 
the bid process and dry weather, 
the project has a long way to go.  

Completion is expected by the fall of 
2015 - depending in large part on the 
weather.  

When completed, the Hanson 
Riverside Park boat ramp will provide 
access to the San Bernard River 
along its northernmost navigable 
reach – and access for fishermen 

to the Phillips spillway.  The near-
est public boat ramp is at FM 521, 
roughly 13 miles away.  

Funding is through a boating 
access grant from the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department, which will 
be used for the contract portions.  
The total project cost is $330,000, 

with $247,500 of that amount in 
approved Federal funds through the 
Sport Fish Restoration Program, 
administered through TPWD. 

The difference amounts to the 
county’s matching portion of the 
grant, supplied in the form of labor 
and materials. 

New walk-over at San Luis Pass County Park allows easy access to pedestrian beach.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 Moll’s leg
4 Word after fire or power
9 Like some wedding dresses
13 Biblical priest who trained 
Samuel
14 Zellweger et al.
16 Together, in music
17 Architect’s add-on
18 *Make it not hurt so much
20 Tre times due

21 Bark relative
22 IHOP array
23 *Marching order
26 Type of cranial nerve
28 Role for John Cho in “Star Trek”
29 Jets and others
31 __ nutshell
32 Mex. neighbor
34 Motor extension?
35 At any time
36 *Has unfinished business with 

the IRS
40 Spot on the tube
41 Good buddy
42 Play about Capote
43 Ran across
44 Film critic Jeffrey
46 Long haul
49 __ de Chine: light fabric
51 *Entice with
54 Eggheads
56 Govt. surveillance group
57 PTA meeting site
58 *Sagacious
60 __ out: barely make
61 Aleutian island
62 Faunae counterparts
63 Grassy area
64 Harness part
65 Yeats’ “The Wild __ at Coole”
66 Many AARP The Magazine read-
ers: Abbr.

Down
1 Silly sorts
2 Strike zones?
3 Social setting
4 Mr. Holland portrayer
5 Put on again
6 Hip joint
7 Author Harper
8 Conversation opener
9 Drink ˆ la Fido
10 Capable of change
11 Cookbook categories
12 Nikkei Index currency
15 Lacking the required funds
19 Winged god
24 Turned around
25 Opponents of the ‘60s-’70s New 
Left
27 Golf, for one
30 Simpsons creator Groening
33 “Eight Is Enough” wife
35 Bedroom community
36 Orthodontic concern
37 Ride the wake, say
38 Awakenings
39 Some auction transactions
40 “Movies for movie lovers” 
network
44 “Aren’t you a little short for a 
Stormtrooper?” speaker
45 Isabel Allende title
47 Stands for things
48 Any of the top 25 NFL career 
scoring leaders
50 Song of praise
52 Egyptian dam
53 MLB team, familiarly (and what’s 
missing from the sequence found in 
the answers to starred clues?)
55 Bad check letters
58 Card game for two, usually
59 “What are you waiting for?!”
(c)2014 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
IOWA  OHIO  MAINE  ALASKA  MONTANA  ALABAMA  ARIZONA
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: PAUSE  ROUSE  APIECE  CORNER
Answer: Why Junior didn’t sneak a peek at his presents - “PEER” PRESSURE

Bulletin  Horoscope
Tribune Content Agency

ARIES (March 21-April 19): This 
week, your networking skills allow 
you to bubble with brilliance. Take 
the lead and others will follow. 
Delegate intricate organizational 
details, such as filing paperwork.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 

Find a spot under the mistletoe in 
the week ahead. Someone special 
wants an excuse to get a bit closer 
whenever possible. You may have 
a secret admirer who’s looking for 
a way to get your attention.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
Scatter happiness as you prepare 

for holiday happenings this week. 
The longest night of the year is at 
hand and this could be the perfect 
time for lovers to snuggle in front 
of a fire and get closer.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
The New Moon highlights your 
most important relationships. As 

the week unfolds, you find proof 
that your significant other is also 
your best friend. You could be 
invited to enjoy holiday celebra-
tions with new friends.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Duty 
calls in the week ahead. A long 
list of business obligations might 
require the organizational skills of 
a drill sergeant. Family and friends 
look to you for good advice, help-
ful referrals and knowledge of new 
technologies.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
Show someone how much you 
care in ways that aren’t measured 
in dollars and cents. Compliment 
cooks, praise parents, or flat-
ter friends this week. Everyone 
deserves a chance to feel loved 
and appreciated.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Extra 
patience pays off in the week to 
come. Take care of extraneous 
holiday obligations. Find the time 
to contact distant relatives or 
family members who are some-
times exasperating but lovable 
anyway.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Deadlines may put you under the 
gun. Be creative about schedul-
ing this week so everything gets 

done on time. Most people will be 
delighted to cooperate and help 
out if you discuss your needs 
frankly.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Use a practical touch to 
create joy for others in the week 
ahead. You may be the person 
elected to read the directions 
or put together a new bike to 
go under the tree. Find ways to 
create magic moments.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): Get in the holiday mood 
early this week. Sing carols in 
duet with a significant other 
and make some beautiful music 
together. Be prepared to discuss 
new ideas.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
The busiest bees end up with the 
most honey. Concentrate on the 
business at hand as this week 
starts off to head off complica-
tions. Use foresight to avoid 
scheduling conflicts at home.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 
20): Make spreading season’s 
greetings a priority this week. 
Call loved ones far away, or use 
helpful stars that enhance your 
presentation skills to touch base 
with prospective clients.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers
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old DC-9 plane crash. That’s the last 
thing I wanted to see.

I was hoping that the pilot re-
enactor would be able to maneuver 
the plane through the storm and 
land without anybody being hurt, 
but that’s not how it ended. I guess 
he had to follow a script. The plane 
still crashed.

Why would I want to watch a doc-
umentary about an old plane crash 
when we had two big ones in 2014? 
The Russians blew one Malaysian 
flight out of the skies over Ukraine, 
and a crazy pilot crashed another  
into the Indian Ocean.

Which one is safer? Flying 
Malaysian Airlines or driving?

Wrong. Flying Malaysian Airlines 
is a lot more dangerous than driv-
ing. It’s not a lucky airline.

But, I am trying to stay on topic 
here, whatever that was. Oh, yeah, 
about 2015, and how it’s going to 
be better than 2014.

There are several new busi-
nesses at Brazos Mall that have 
invested in this county’s future, 
hoping to catch the economic wave 
here. Two new restaurants and a 
shop that sells fudge and ice cream 
are among those now open.

Look around you neighborhood 
over the next few months, and you’ll 
see all kind of investments spring-
ing up in south Brazoria County. 
Whatever the national scene will 
be, our financial situation looks 
bright.

The county is in good hands. 
Congratulations to the new county 
officials to be sworn into office on 
Jan. 1. This industrial county has a 
relatively low property tax rate, and 
recreational areas that are not all 
that crowded, even at peak times.

Our new county leadership can 
be counted on to keep our quality of 
life here high. Brazoria County is a 
very comfortable place to live, work 
and raise a family. That’s the way it 
will remain.

Thanks for reading all the way 
to the end, dear reader. I hope you 
have a great and profitable  2015.
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