
By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

Now that Christmas is over, let 
me focus some attention on what 
technology has done to gift giving 
and receiving. Just for fun, and 
because you 
need some-
thing to read 
while eating 
that burger.

I got one 
of those 
health monitor 
wristbands 
that continu-
ously measures my heart rate and 
keeps track of what I do every 
second of the day and night. 

That’s fine, except that I really 
don’t care what my heart rate is 
every second. I’m assuming that 
it’s about the same as the second 
before.

It was given with love, and 
I really appreciate the thought 
behind it. I am going to try to 
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Bowl until you drop

By Danny Tyree
Special to The Bulletin

Ah, time - it travels faster than the 
Millennium Falcon.

I still remember the summer 
of 1977 and my late father sitting 
through the first “Star Wars” movie 
with me at the Hi-Way 50 Drive-In in 
Lewisburg, Tennessee. (I had heard 
there would be a sequel, but I was 
so blown away by “A New Hope” 
that I couldn’t imagine what was left 
to say.)

Yes, I should have been with a 
date instead of my father; but I was 
a shy, awkward teen with zits boast-
ing enough of a gravitational pull to 
bring down the Death Star.

Star Wars: 1977 
was not long ago

(Continued on Page 7)
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DRIVERS WANTED
Drivers, Class-A:  We’re Growing!
100% Employer PAID Group Health 
Insurance!
Hazmat-Tank End a Plus$$!
www.getmehomedispatcher.com
Call Tony:  855-582-4456

DANGER, WILL ROBINSON! A 67-year-old Information Technology 
employee of the New York City Department of Health was suspended 
from his job for 30 days for talking like a robot when answering his phone. 
He was suspended for 20 days for doing the same thing last year.

 I COULDN’T FIND A SHOPPING BAG: A shoplifter tried to steal 19 
cans of Vienna sausages, five cans of Spam, four bags of peanuts and 
two bottles of Smirnoff vodka from a truck stop in Fort Pierce, Fla., by 
stuffing the goods down his pants leg.

WHY AREN’T YOU CALLING ANIMAL CONTROL, OFFICER? A man 
was seen severely beating another man on the street in Madison, Wisc. 
But the victim was so drunk that he told police he had been attacked by a 
hippopotamus.

LOOK, THERE WAS NO ‘OCCUPIED’ SIGN: A passenger on a KLM 
flight from Edinburgh to Amsterdam tried to open the jet door at 30,000 
feet. He told arresting officers that he had mistaken the door for the door 
to the toilet.

I KNOW THIS LOOKS BAD: A man was seen by surveillance cameras 
stealing money from a charity fountain in downtown Wells, England, in 
the dead of night. Police responded and confronted the guy who denied 
everything. But, when they asked if they could search him, he ran away 
leaving a trail of wet coins as he fled. He didn’t get far.

WELL, WELL, ISN’T THIS COMFY: A couple returned to their cabin 
in Kamloops, British Columbia after a night out to find that a complete 
stranger was itting on their couch with a cup of coffee watching TV. He 
said he had been driving by (in a truck he had stolen) and saw that the 
door was open, so he went in. While there, he shaved, showered, started 
a fire in the fireplace and prepared a meal.

I’M THE GOOD TWIN: A man, who was charged with robbing 10 gas 
stations and convenience and liquor stores in eastern Pennsylvania, 
claimed at his trial that it was not him but his “evil twin” who had commit-
ted the crimes. The jury did not believe him.

BAD DOG! A Yorkshire terrier’s owner placed the animal into his Chev-
rolet Silverado pickup truck in Ellsworth, Maine, but before the man could 
get into the vehicle, the dog put the vehicle into gear, causing it to roll 75 
feet into a lake.

HOUSTON — For the third 
straight year, migrant deaths 
along the southern border have 
decreased, even in the desolate 
stretches of desert where the 
number of northbound migrants 
spiked, authorities said.

U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection reported that there were 
240 migrant deaths on the border 
for the fiscal year that ended in 
September, down from 308 deaths 
last year and 365 five years ago.

Despite a recent surge, the 
number of migrants caught cross-
ing the border this fiscal year is 
expected to drop to the lowest 
point in more than 40 years, about 
330,000.

Border Patrol officials credit the 
drop in migrant deaths to their 
ability to apprehend more stranded 
migrants. But advocates said the 
picture is likely far more compli-
cated.

—Los Angeles Times

Immigrant deaths by Mexico border down Health journal suggests benching anorexic models 
By Karen Kaplan
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Fashion models should be 
benched if they are dangerously 
thin, and U.S. regulators should 
make sure this happens.

So says a provocative editorial 
published in the American Journal of 
Public Health.

The authors, both experts on 
eating disorders affiliated with the 
Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public 
Health in Boston, argue that fashion 
models are just as deserving of pro-
tection as coal miners and garment 
factory workers. Instead of being 
vulnerable to black lung or repeti-
tive stress injuries, models are at 
risk of eating disorders like anorexia 

nervosa.
“The U.S. government regulates 

the extent to which any other indus-
try can expose employees to harm,” 
write Katherine L. Record and S. 
Bryn Austin. “Professional fashion 
models are particularly vulnerable 
to eating disorders resulting from 
occupational demands to maintain 
extreme thinness.”

That’s hardly a trivial problem, 
they say: Anorexia is the deadliest 
of all mental illnesses in the U.S., 
claiming the lives of roughly 1 in 10 
sufferers, according to Dr. Thomas 
Insel, director of the National Insti-
tute of Mental Health.

In the United States, a woman 
is considered underweight if her 

body mass index is below 18.5. 
But Record and Austin assert that 
a typical model strutting her stuff at 
an international fashion show has 
a BMI below 16, which the World 
Health Organization considers 
“severe thinness.” For a woman who 
is 5 feet 9 inches tall, that means 
weighing no more than 108 pounds.

A ban on excessively thin fashion 
models may sound like double-
speak, but several countries have 
implemented them. 
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Why not try advertising 
in The Bulletin? If 
you are running ads 
somewhere else, you 
are paying more. You 
have nothing to lose 
and perhaps a lot to 
gain. Call (979) 849-5407 
today to place an ad and 
realize the savings.

Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Old disease, new name
Q. WHO might want to call 

a disease “atypical pneumonia 
associated with cooling towers”?  
Or “fungul infection of the foot”?  Or 
“filovirus-associated hemorrhagic 
fever 2”?

A. The “who” is the World Health 
Organization (WHO), that wants 
to rename diseases like Legion-
naires’ disease, athlete’s foot and 
Ebola with the above more neutral 
terms, avoiding names of people, 
places, food and animals, says Kai 
Kupferschmidt in “Science” maga-
zine.  Badly chosen names like 
“gay-related immune deficiency” 
for AIDS, can stigmatize people, 
cause confusion, or hurt tourism 
and trade.  

“The so-called swine flu, for 
instance, is not transmitted by pigs, 
but some countries still banned 
pork imports or slaughtered pigs 
after a 2009 outbreak.  More 
recently, some Arab countries were 
unhappy that a new disease caused 
by a coronavirus was dubbed 
‘Middle East respiratory syndrome’ 
(MERS).”  And infectious disease 
expert Linfa Wang of Australia 
adds his own experience:  Some 
20 years ago, he named a disease 
“Hedra,” after a suburb of Brisbane, 
Australia, and yet he still gets angry 

calls from residents complain-
ing that the name hurts property 
values.  

While many scientists agree that 
disease names can be problematic, 
they aren’t sure the WHO’s new 
rulebook is an improvement.  Wang 
predicts “it will certainly lead to 
boring names and a lot of confu-
sion.”

Losing weight formula
Q. When you lose weight, where 

does the fat go?  You just work it off 
or burn it away into thin air, right?

A. Not so fast, corrects Austra-
lian physicist Ruben Meerman, as 
reported by Mark Strauss in “Mental 
Floss” magazine.  By the Law of 
Conservation of Mass, nothing just 
disappears into thin air.  Molecules 
are molecules, of fat or anything 
else, and they tend to stay around.  
“The chemical formula for human 
fat is C(55)H(104)O(6).” 

Meerman did the math for “losing 
fat atoms,” or “exhaling them,” and 
found that for every 10 pounds of 
fat you lose (convert), 8.4 pounds 
are exhaled as CO(2) (carbon 
dioxide), while the remaining 1.4 
pounds are converted to water, 
which the body excretes as tears, 
sweat, urine, and other stuff.

And yes, Meerman says, there’s 

a secret formula for weight loss, 
and here it is:

C(55)H(104)O(6) + 78 x O(2) = 
55 x CO(2) + 52 x H(2)O

Equals: Eat less and exercise.

Don’t sweat it 
Q. Hey, don’t sweat the small 

stuff!  Doesn’t that include ques-
tions about sweat itself?  

A. Sweat is about 99% water and 
evaporates on the skin’s surface, 
cooling the body and keeping it 
from overheating, says Jessica 
Festa in “Discover” magazine.  
Each of us has a unique sweat 
“fingerprint,” or blend of 373 volatile 
compounds that tend to remain 
constant over time.  And aside from 
humans, horses are one of the few 
other mammals that thermoregulate 
by sweating.

The smell of sweat is often 
different in healthy people than in 
those who are sick or who have 
infections.  Emotions too can trig-
ger sweat changes:  In one study, 
where viewers of scary films or 
of neutral films wore sweat pads, 
volunteers were able to sniff out 
the emotion-charged viewers.  In 
another experiment, females judged 
the sweat of male non-meat eaters 
as more pleasant than that of meat 
eaters.

Let’s hope your sweat doesn’t 
run red, tipping off the rare condi-
tion of hematohidrosis, where blood 
vessels rupture and run into sweat 
glands, causing them to sweat 
blood.  Regarding chronohydrosis, 
affected folks may sweat orange, 
blue or other colors.  “For some, 
ingested drugs are the cause, for 
other healthy people the cause 
remains a mystery.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)
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Learning to walk: Heads up, phone down, left, right, left, right
By Lori Borgman
Tribune News Service (TNS)

It’s official — we’re dumber than 
we thought. The New York Times 
recently published a piece on 
the dangers of distracted walking 
(walking glued to electronic devices) 
complete with tips on how to walk.

Yep, it’s that bad. We need 
instructions on how to walk.

On the bright side, the article did 
not include instructions on how to 
stand upright. At least we still know 
how to do a few things. Sort of.

If Charles Darwin were alive, he 
might need to update that popular 
graphic on the evolution of man. 
Upright man is rapidly returning 
to crouched positon. It began with 
Earbud Man (head slightly down) 
followed by Cellphone Man (head 
down, shoulders rounded and back 
hunched). Of course, there are the 

occasional interruptions in regres-
sion demonstrated by Selfie Man, 
who frequently assumes erect 
posture with an extended arm, elon-
gated neck and upright head.

Distracted walkers are also 
known as petextrians, people who 
text while walking. Petextrians often 
stumble off curbs, walk headfirst 
into light poles, fall down stairs, or 
collide with you and your hot cup 
of coffee. They are like drivers who 
text, only without the protection of a 
large steel casing and airbags.

Petextrians often admit to texting 
while crossing the street. Anybody 
who navigates traffic areas on foot, 
glued to an electronic device, has 
weak survival instincts. Whenever 
you intersect the path of a human 
with the path of a motor vehicle, the 
odds are overwhelming that it’s not 
going to end well for the human.

Two of the more famous petex-
trians include a woman in Alaska 
who fell off a 12-foot cliff and had to 
be airlifted to safety before the tide 
rolled in, as well as the Pennsylva-
nia woman who walked into a mall 
fountain while glued to her phone.

A man at the gym I go to often 
winds up on a treadmill only a few 
treadmills away. He has wonderful 
headphones that shut out the world. 
I know, because I have a pair, too. 
The man’s headphones lead him 
into such a deep, faux isolation that 
he often sings along. Loudly. The 
problem is, it is often hard to tell if 
he is singing or experiencing acute 
pain.

There is something captivating 
about the gadgets that let us create 
small worlds within the larger world. 
There is something compelling 
about the small devices that beep, 
buzz and chime. We have been 

conditioned to respond to them and 
respond quickly, like Pavlov’s dogs.

Unfortunately, unlike Pavlov’s 
dogs, we do not have eyes on 
the sides of our heads giving us 
good peripheral vision, nor are our 
reflexes as quick. And so we are 
back to square one, the basics of 
walking: “Look where you’re going.”

The American Academy of Ortho-
paedic Surgeons reports that, at any 
given moment, 60 percent of pedes-
trians on the streets of America are 
distracted while walking.

All this petextrian business gives 
added dimension to the jokes that 
used to begin, “A priest, a minister 
and a rabbi walk into a bar … “
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Admission free to The Old Common show at county museum
The Brazoria County Historical 

Museum will host comical and wildly 
entertaining musical duo The Old 
Common on Saturday, Jan. 23, at 
10 a.m.

Tom Wilbeck and John Jackson 
will delight the audience with a dose 
of Americana music taken from the 
mid-1800s through the 1920s.

Admission is free, but seating 
is limited. The Brazoria County 
Historical Museum is located at 
100 East Cedar, Angleton. For 
more information, please visit the 
museum’s Facebook page or call 
(979) 864-1208.

According to the Americana Music 
Association, “Americana is con-
temporary music that incorporates 
elements of various American

roots of music styles, including 
country, rock, folk, bluegrass, R&B 
and blues.” 

The result is an unique roots-

oriented sound that is emphatically 
different for the pure forms of the 
genres from which it may draw. 
(americanamusic.org).

Wilbeck, also of Tom’s Fun Band, 
and Jackson have  entertained 
audiences from ages 5 to 105 
throughout the state.  The duo 
mixes two-part harmony with guitar, 
ukulele, mountain dulcimer, cigar 

box guitar, and banjolele to take 
the listener back to a time when the 
world was a simpler place. In addi-
tion to   experiencing this unique 
musical sound, young audience 
members can admire various home-
made instruments and then craft 
one of their own to take home.

Be sure to mark your calendar 
for this fun and entertaining event. 

Tom Wilbeck and John Jackson of The Old Common
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

You will certainly never see the 
devil in heaven!

My Answer by Billy Graham

Look for us on 
Facebook

Tribune Media Services 

Q: My friend told me about a passage in the Bible that says even the 
devil believes in God. Does this mean even the devil will be saved and go 
to heaven? I’m not sure I like that idea. - Mrs. A. McL.

A: The devil and his servants certainly believe God exists because 
Satan’s sole purpose is to oppose God and do everything he can to block 
God’s plans. The Bible says, “You believe that there is one God. Good! 
Even the demons believe that - and shudder” (James 2:19).

But I can assure you that you won’t see the devil in heaven! For one 
thing, Satan would never want to go there, because heaven stands for 
everything he hates. Satan is for sorrow and death, but in heaven those 
will be banished. Satan is for sin and evil, but in heaven we will worship 
God and serve Him alone. Satan is for hatred and strife, but in heaven 
there will only be love and peace. You can trust God’s promise: “There will 
be no more death or mourning or crying or pain” (Revelation 21:4).

Furthermore, the Bible tells us that at the end of time Satan will be 
bound forever, and Christ alone will be victorious. More than that, Satan 
will share the same fate that he knew his followers would share: “And the 
devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur.... 
Tormented day and night for ever and ever” (Revelation 20:10).

The real question, however, is this: Are you certain you will go to 
heaven when you die? You can be, by repenting of your sins and put-
ting your faith and trust in Christ alone for your salvation. When we know 
Christ, we have “an inheritance (in heaven) that can never perish, spoil or 
fade” (1 Peter 1:4).

My father bought me an 8-track 
tape of the soundtrack for my next 
birthday. A few years later, the 
press was lampooning President 
Reagan’s Strategic Defense Initia-
tive as Star Wars. 

(Good thing the media didn’t 
learn about other Reagan admin-
istration plans for dealing with 
the Evil Empire, such as Animal 
House, Ferris Bueller’s Day Off 
and Attack of the Killer Tomatoes.)

I married a girl who appreci-
ated reading my Star Wars comic 
books. 

We had a son who dressed as 
Darth Vader for Halloween when 
he was four years old. 

Fast forward to 2015. All three 
of us anxiously awaited the 
premiere of “Star Wars Part VII: 
The Force Awakens”. I understand 
that, because of using Han Solo 
and other characters who haven’t 
been seen since “The Return of 
the Jedi” 30 years ago, the title 
was almost “Star Wars Part VII: 
The Force Awakens, Goes To The 
Bathroom For The Third Time, and 
Goes Back To Bed.”

Seriously, actress Carrie Fisher 
was required to lose 35 pounds 
before being allowed to reprise 
her role as Princess (General) 
Leia. She groused, “I’m in a busi-
ness where the only thing that 
matters is weight and appearance. 
That’s so messed up.” 

It does seem unfair that the 
stars must work so hard on their 
faces and bodies when audi-
ence members can just sit there 
with super-sized popcorn and 
soft drinks (and Jabba the Hutt 
Fitbits). As Yoda might have said, 
“The cholesterol is strong in this 
one” or maybe “There is no try 
- there is only defibrillate or not 
defibrillate.”

The social media rumor mill has 
been running wild because Luke 
Skywalker is absent (or at least 
not definitely identified) in the film 
trailers. Is Luke hiding? Has he 
turned evil? Of course Donald 
Trump insists that he and numer-
ous other people DID see Luke 
in the trailer. (“My great-great 
grandmother and my millions of 
ultra-liberal friends, to name a 
few.”)

The new movie’s tagline (“Every 
generation has a story”) seems to 

have the appropriate gravitas, but 
some millennials have amended it 
to “Every generation has a story, 
unless they spend so much time 
on Ancestry.com that they don’t 
have TIME to live their own story.”

Although fans expect box office 
records to be shattered, there are 
still people who just don’t “get” the 
Star Wars phenomenon. (“What’s 
this about TIE fighters? Sign me 
up as one; I don’t like wearin’ no 
monkey suit. Did someone men-
tion Cologne Wars? Leave that 

sissified stuff to the metrosexuals. 
I’m gettin’ by on the virtue of my 
natural aroma.”)

Here’s hoping that director J.J. 
Abrams can run with George 
Lucas’s legacy and keep the Star 
Wars battle of good versus evil 
going for many years.

And maybe invent a Clearasil-
dispensing droid? Every genera-
tion has its acne.

©2015 Danny Tyree. Danny 
welcomes email responses at 
tyreetyrades@aol.com

From 1977 to now, Star Wars has left its mark on fans
(Continued from Page 1)

New Year’s Eve: Did you know?
• The first New Year was celebrated 4,000 years by the ancient Babylo-

nians.
• More vehicles are stolen on New Year’s Day than any other holiday, 

statistics from the National Insurance Crime Bureau revealed.
• Time Square New Year’s Eve Ball was first dropped in 1907 after there 

was a fireworks ban. Back then, a 700-pound ball embellished with 25-watt 
bulbs made of iron and wood was dropped. Now, it weighs 11,875 lbs., is 
12 feet in diameter and is adorned with 2,668 Waterford crystals.
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Swagelok recently named a wing on the second floor of the Byron 
and Sandra Sadler Health Professions/Science Complex at Brazosport 
College in support of process technology training projects. Pictured 
are, from left, Cindy Moriarty; Kevin Moriarty, President, Swagelok Texas 
Mid-Coast; Dr. Millicent Valek, Brazosport College President; and Serena 
Andrews, Brazosport College Vice President, College Advancement.

Swagelok recognized for support of 
process technology training projects 

BASF awards $5K in scholarships to UT engineering students
BASF recently awarded $5,000 

in scholarships to two engineering 
students at the University of Texas 
(UT) at Austin. Annual scholarships 
are part of BASF’s efforts to support 
science, technology, engineering 
and math (STEM) education and 
careers.

“BASF’s Team Chemistry 
Scholarship Program encourages 
students to pursue STEM-related 
degrees and to consider careers in 
our industry,” said Tom Yura, Senior 
Vice President and Manager of the 
BASF site in Geismar, Louisiana 
and executive sponsor of BASF’s 
UT School Recruiting Team. 

Each student received a $2,500 
scholarship from BASF. Grants are 
awarded to students who maintain 
excellent grade-point averages and 
are active in campus and commu-
nity organizations. The BASF Team 
Chemistry scholarship winners are:

Andrea de Wied, who is a 
sophomore majoring in mechanical 
engineering from San Antonio. She 
is active in the American Society of 
Mechanical Engineers and Women 
in Mechanical Engineering and 
is a Peer Assistance Leader and 
Program Office Assistant for the 
Women in Engineering Program. 
She is a recipient of the 2015 Victor 
L. Hand Endowed Scholarship. 
Andrea is conducting undergradu-
ate research in the Electrochemi-
cal Energy Laboratory and also 
is designing an educational toy 
that promotes children’s interest in 
engineering.

Caroline Kung is a sophomore 
chemical engineering major from 
Fort Worth. She is a National Merit 
Scholar and a Peer Assistance 
Leader for the Women in Engineer-
ing Program. She has served as 
a student mentor for the Honors 
Colloquium and WE@UT, and as 
an engineering ambassador for the 
Equal Opportunity in Engineering 
Program. Caroline is co-leader of 
the Engineers for a Sustainable 
World Solar-Powered Smoothie 
Cart team and was a member of 
the AIChE Chem-E-Car Competi-
tion team. She is a recipient of the 
T. W. Whaley, Jr. Friends of Alec 

Endowed Scholarship. Caroline is 
conducting undergraduate research 
in the Peppas Labaratory of Bioma-
terials, Drug Delivery, and Bionano-
technology.

“The support provided by BASF 
to Texas engineering students goes 
beyond scholarships,” said Sharon 
L. Wood, Dean of the Cockrell 
School of Engineering. 
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At 75, Tom Jones has a new album, autobiography
By Randy Lewis
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

LOS ANGELES — In his just-
published autobiography, “Over the 
Top and Back” (Blue Rider Press, 
$26.95), singer Tom Jones recounts 
with unbridled honesty and a wicked 
sense of humor many of the remark-
able highlights of his 50-plus-year 
career.

But sitting in a side room of 
a recording studio recently, the 
Welsh singer’s blue eyes never 
lit up more brightly than when the 
subject returned to the source of it 

all: music.
“I knew Sam — I met him,” he 

said, referring to Sam Phillips, the 
Sun Records founder and producer 
who discovered and first recorded 
Elvis Presley, Johnny Cash, Carl 
Perkins and numerous other pivotal 
musical figures. “He was a charac-
ter.

“He came up with some interest-
ing stuff,” Jones said. “I mean, ‘Blue 
Moon’” — Jones begins vocalizing 
the clip-clop effect Phillips brought 
to Presley’s performance — “I notice 
on that record, though, he never 

goes to the middle section.”
Jones quickly sings the song’s 

first two verses, then says, “But he 
never goes to the part ‘And sud-
denly appeared before me/The only 
ones my arms will ever hold.’ I think 
he thought, ‘(Forget) that — too 
many chords!’” Jones let loose with 
a bellowing laugh.

At 75, Jones is in high spirits 
precisely because he has returned 
to making music the way he did 
when he was first exploring a sound 
that became known to millions 
through such grand-scale pop hits 
as “It’s Not Unusual,” “Delilah,” 
“What’s New, Pussycat?” and “She’s 
a Lady.”

His new album, “Long Lost 
Suitcase,” was released recently 
in tandem with the autobiography. 
Featuring songs written by Gillian 
Welch, the Milk Carton Kids and 
Los Lobos, the collection is the 
third installment in Jones’ career-
redefining collaboration with English 
producer Ethan Johns.

Jones’ new direction began with 
2010’s “Praise & Blame” and contin-
ued with 2013’s “Spirit in the Room.” 
Like its predecessors, “Long Lost 
Suitcase” abandons the big arrange-
ments that were the hallmarks of 
Jones’ music since his breakthrough 
1965 hit “It’s Not Unusual.”

“When you started recording a 
certain way, and it’s successful, you 
want more,” said Jones, who has 
stopped dying his once jet-black 
hair and lets the salt-and-pepper 
show. “Then came ‘What’s New, 
Pussycat?’ which was another big 
arrangement. And then ‘Green, 
Green Grass of Home.’ And then 
‘Delilah.’

Jones sounds as fit as ever, 
bringing considerable power and 
nuance to tracks such as Leonard 
Cohen’s “Tower of Song” from 
“Spirit in the Room” and Welch’s 
“Elvis Presley Blues” from the new 
album.

“When I was starting to do these 
songs with Ethan,” Jones said, “he 
said, ‘This is almost autobiographi-
cal.’ I said, ‘It’s funny you should 
say it because I’m writing one.’ 
‘Wow,’ he said. ‘It would be great if 
you could get them out at the same 
time, wouldn’t it?’”

That explains the harmonic con-
vergence of the album and Jones’ 
book, which he worked on with 

 It’s not unusual for Tom Jones apparently to be as active as ever at 75.

ghost writer Giles Smith.
“He had done Rod Stewart’s 

autobiography, and I liked that,” 
Jones said. “He said Rod would 
give him two hours a day” to work 
on that book. “I said, ‘Well, I’ll give 
you four.’”

The book is a lively recounting of 
Jones’ life from boyhood in south 
Wales and the hardships of a coal 
mining life that so many of his rela-
tives and neighbors were involved 
in, through his first experiences 
singing in church.

He listened at a young age to 
American music he heard on the 
BBC and, at night, Radio Luxem-
bourg, which broadcast to much of 
Western Europe. 

“One time I heard a song by 
Mahalia Jackson, one of the same 
songs we sang in church, and I 
wondered, even as a kid, ‘Why 
doesn’t it sound like that when we 
sing it?’” He unconsciously began 
emulating the sound of American 
blues and gospel singers, which 
became an integral part of his style. 
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Angleton Chamber awards recipients
The Greater Angleton Chamber of Commerce recently held its 2015 

Annual Awards Luncheon, honoring several members and volunteers for 
their contribution to the chamber and community. 

Standing on the back row, from left, are Jerry Lyons, Volunteer of the Year; 
then shown are representatives of the Angleton Area Emergency Medical 
Corps (AAEMC): Janet Manthei, Jo Mapel, then on front row holding picture, 
Marion Goff, then behind her is Justice of the Peace Richard Davis, Lucille 
Maes, Barbar Meadows, Jason Albert and Jason Perez. Shown on the front 
row from left are: Sharon Toth, Ambassador of the Year; Deana Fuchs, co-
winner of the President’s Award, and on the other side of Ms. Goff is Lindsey 
Denson, co-winner of the President’s Award, and then couple Hayley Smith 
and Jarrod Smith, founders of “Demi’s Difference” and recipients of the 
Citizen of the Year Award.

• The first chamber of commerce was founded in 1599 in Marseille, 
France. Another official chamber of commerce would follow 65 years later, 
probably in Bruges, then part of the Spanish Netherlands.

• The world’s oldest English-speaking chamber of commerce, in New York 
City, dates from 1768. 

Chamber of Commerce: Did you know?
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sNine County Parks.
sA group campground with air-

conditioned dormitories, cabins, lake 
& bayou fishing, swimming pool & 
wooded trails.

sTwo full-service RV campgrounds 
with air-conditioned cabins, lighted 
fishing areas, covered pavilions, 
playground on the coast.

s23 miles of sandy beaches.
s20 public boat ramps.
sHistorical homes.
sCoastal ecology center.
sBird watching.
sShelling (peak season Dec.-Feb.)
sYear-round Adventure Programs.
sYear-round special events.
Administrative offices
313 W. Mulberry
Angleton, TX. 77515
(979) 864-1541
Brazoria County Parks Director 
Bryan Frazier
Board of Park Commissioners
Chairman: Meta Kirby 
Vice ChairmanL Paul Wofford, Jr.
Secretary: Joyce Peltier
Commissioners: Dorman David-

son, Rex Lloyd, Rebecca Golden, 
Alvie Merrill

SPONSORS
             The Bulletin

Platinum ($2,000)
BASF Corporation 

Dow Chemical Company
Freeport LNG
Gold ($1,500)

Warehouse Associates (Pirates Alley 
Café, Ocean Village Hotel, Beach 
House Associates), The Bulletin

Silver ($1,000)
Meyerland Custom Home Renovation LLC

Bronze ($500)
Town of Quintana

We also thank the many volunteers 
who help clean the beaches, stake out 
trees and sand fencing, lend a hand 
with programs, and add so much to the 
county’s parks and to our communities. To 
become a sponsor, or to volunteer in our 
programs, call (979) 864-1541, or email 
jamesg @brazoria-county.com.

Join the fun with Brazoria County Parks, Brazoria County 4-H Clubs, 
and Sea Center Texas as we learn about canoes and kayaks.  From basic 
watercraft safety and skills to short trips on local waterways, this club is 
a good fit for family activity and learning.  For more information call (979) 
864-1541 or e-mail jamesg@brazoria-county.com. 

Donate your time and Christmas tree to help save Brazoria County’s beaches
In just a few short weeks, volun-

teers will gather on Brazoria County 
beaches to lend a hand at preserv-
ing one of our most precious natural 
resources. 

 A fresh crop of Christmas trees 
and a disposable vestige of special 
time spent with family and friends, 
will take its place along the sand 
dunes to help protect beaches, 
property, and wildlife – with the help 
of hundreds of caring individuals.

To make the event work, we need 
help.  We need your Christmas tree.  

“We are shooting for three to five 
thousand trees,” said Save Our 
Beach Association (SOBA) presi-
dent Gregg Bisso.  

Collecting trees is labor-intensive, 
but SOBA has come up with a plan 
to make it easier on everyone.  They 
are placing dumpsters around the 
area for residents to dispose of their 
trees.  All they ask is that the deco-
rations be removed, (they would be 
counter-productive on the beach,) 
and the trees be deposited inside 
the dumpsters.  

“We are hoping to place 8 to 10 
dumpsters,” Bisso said.  “Cost will 
determine the amount we can do.” 

Plans for placement of the 
dumpsters are still being finalized; 
specific locations will be posted on 
the Brazoria County Parks Depart-
ment Facebook page and other 

locations as soon as they are avail-
able.  Trees also can be dropped 
off at the main entrance to Surfside 
Beach (Hwy 332), the Pearland 
Recycling Center, the Brazoria 
County Parks Dept. headquarters 
at 313 W. Mulberry in Angleton, or 
any Brazoria County Precinct Office 
yard – contact your nearest precinct 
office for location. Trees collected 
at Pearland are ear-marked for 
Quintana Beach.  

Dunes Day is a family event, 
suitable for just about anyone with 
a desire to participate.  It’s also 
great for civic groups and company 
volunteer efforts.  

Volunteers will gather at Stahlman 
Park in Surfside and at Quintana 
Beach County Park in Quintana to 
begin laying out and staking trees 
to the existing dune line. The trees 
catch and hold wind-blown sand to 
build up our dune structure and pro-
vide shelter for wildlife.  The event 
begins at 9 a.m. on Saturday, Jan. 
23, and will wrap up with a volunteer 
meal at Stahlman Park.  

Scouting and other youth groups 
have a special place in the event 
and can make a real contribution 
to the beaches many of them enjoy 
during warmer weather.  

“We will be also planting about 
3,000 sea oats, which is a great 
project for the Boy and Girl Scouts 

to do,” Bisso said.
To help, simply donate your tree, 

or come down to the beach and 
join in the fun. Those staking trees 
are advised to wear work clothing, 
sturdy shoes, and to bring a pair 
of gloves and a hammer for driving 

stakes.  Everyone should dress for 
the weather and bring along some 
drinking water for your time on the 
beach.  

For more information on this 
event, contact Brazoria County 
Parks at (979) 864-1541.

Park Rangers Joel Cobb (left) and Ethan Denby pose with an undecorated 
Christmas tree along some of Brazoria County’s miles of public beaches as a 
reminder to folks that, once the holidays are over, they should bring their old, 
discarded Christmas trees to the Brazoria County Parks Department. Park 
staff, along with hundreds of volunteers, are able to use donated Christmas 
trees for its 2016 Dunes Day program. This annual event is held to anchor 
old trees and plant dune grasses along Surfside Beach to help shore up 
sand dune development of the Gulf coastline in southern Brazoria County. 
The 2016 Dunes Day is set for Saturday, Jan. 23. Residents can drop off 
undecorated Christmas trees at any of the Brazoria County Precinct offices, 
located throughout the county, or at the Brazoria County Parks Department 
headquarters in Angleton. For more information, please contact the Brazoria 
County Parks Dept. at (979) 864-1541.

We need your Christmas trees

Small Watercraft Club offers family activity
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Schedule of events
Thursday, Dec. 31:  New Year’s Eve Party at Quintana Beach County 

Park.  Come enjoy a safe New Year’s Eve Party the whole family can 
attend.  Potluck dinner, bingo, and board games begin at 6 p.m.  Reg-
istered campers only.  For more information or reservations, contact 
Quintana Beach County Park at (979) 233-1461. 

Saturday, January 23, 9 a.m. - noon: Dunes Day.  Volunteers meet at 
Quintana and Surfside Beaches to rebuild, restore, and strengthen our 
dunes.  For more information, contact James at (979) 864-1541 (Surfside) 
or Patty at (979) 233-1461 (Quintana).

Wednesday, March 2: Texas Independence Day Celebration.  Join 
volunteers and students at the Austin Statue at Hwy 288 and Hwy 35 for 
a celebration with a guest speaker, historical characters, musket volleys, 
music, and refreshments.  Free event sponsored by local groups. For 
information, call the Department Office at (979) 864-1541.

Saturday, March 26, 2-4 p.m.: Easter Egg Hunt at San Luis Pass 
County Park.  Candy and prizes provided.  Registered campers only; for 
information or reservations, call (979) 233-6026.

Saturday, April 23: Texas Adopt-A-Beach Spring Clean-Up.  Volunteers 
gather at 9 a.m. in Surfside and Quintana for a general beach clean-up.  
Dress for the weather and bring along some water.  Supplies provided; 
lunch afterward.  For more information, contact James at (979) 864-1541 
(Surfside) or Patty at (979) 233-1461 (Quintana).

Thursday, May 12-15: Sixth Annual Fishing Tournament at San Luis 
Pass County Park.  Starts at noon on Thursday and runs through 9 a.m. 
on Sunday.  Registered campers only; for information or reservations, call 
(979) 233-6026.

Date Tentative - Monday-Thursday, June 5-8, 9 a.m.: noon - Nature 
Camp at Camp Mohawk County Park.  Outdoor nature-related program-
ming with the Brazoria County Master Naturalists.  Ages 7-12.  $30 per 
camper; limited space available.  Pre-registration required.  For infor-
mation or to register, call (979) 864-1541, or e-mail jamesg@brazoria-
county.com.

Sunday, June 26, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.: Basic Field Archery at Camp Mohawk 
County Park.  Learn the basics of field archery with instructor Marvin Hall.  
All equipment provided.  Space is limited.  To pre-register, contact Camp 
Mohawk County Park at (281) 581-2319.

Brazoria County Resoft Park gets Christmas stocking
Bob Kasper, of Texas Parks and 

Wildlife’s A.E. Wood State Fish 
Hatchery in San Marcos, recently 
delivered more than 750 Rainbow 
Trout to Brazoria County Resoft 
Park in Alvin.   

Each year, TPWD stocks thou-
sands of 8-11 inch Rainbow Trout 
in small park lakes and ponds all 
across Texas during the winter 
months.  Trout, which thrive in 
colder waters, can survive in Texas 

as long as water temperatures 
stay below 60 degrees, making 
the winter stocking a good fit for 
the Lone Star State, and a unique 
winter-time fishing opportunity for 
anglers of all ages.

Fishing in Brazoria County Parks 
is free to the public, subject to all 
state fishing regulations: There is no 
minimum length limit, and there is a  
daily bag limit of five trout.

Anglers fishing in a community 

fishing lake are limited to no more 
than two poles. 

License Requirements - Trout 
anglers will need the $5 Fresh-
water Fishing Stamp, included in 
all freshwater license packages. 
Anglers under 17 years of age are 
not required to have a license and 
don’t need to purchase a stamp. 

Resoft Park is located between 
Alvin and Pearland on Hwy 35 at 
County Road 281.  

TPWD recently delivered 750 8- to 11-inch Rainbow Trout to the pond at 
Resoft County Park in Alvin. 

Live trout usually are delivered 
direct from hatchery to pond in 
a specially-built trailer; this time, 
the ground was too muddy for the 
trailer to reach the pond, so TPWD 
staff and Brazoria County Parks 
supervisors formed a “bucket 
brigade” to transfer the fish from 
trailer to pond.  
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The Brazoria County Board of Park Commissioners gathered with guests in Danbury for their annual December 
Social.  The board, which helps guide the parks department and serves as a link between the department and Com-
missioners Court, reserve their December meeting for an informal gathering to celebrate a shared fellowship.  

“As we close out the calendar year, I think 2015 has been great for Brazoria County Parks, and I speak for all of 
our Brazoria County Parks Department staff when I say we appreciate your support and involvement in the many 
goings-on, events and activities,” said Bryan Frazier, parks department director, when he addressed the board.  “Your 
ambassadorship on behalf of Parks is so helpful throughout our county.” 

Brazoria County Parks Board commissioners hold December social

Responding to boater complaints that they were “hitting something” 
near the submerged end of the boat ramp at the Brazos River and 
FM 2004, parks department crews removed this massive tree stump.  
Parks Maintenance Superintendent J.R. Norris poses with the 
obstruction to indicate how large it really is. Just where it came from 
and how old the stump may be are anyone’s guess – the Brazos does 
some crazy things during flood stage! 

Tree stump removed from boat ramp

What’s not to like?  Christmas 
lights, a park cat named Ranger, 
and a hard-working park ranger 
named Joel getting Quintana 
Beach County Park ready for 
the holiday season.  The photo 
may be a bit dated now, but the 
lights are still up and available 
for those who care to drive 
out and take a look.  As one 
guest remarked, “If you haven’t 
seen Quintana at Christmas 
time, you’re missing out on 
a beautiful sight Absolutely 
gorgeous!”

Quintana park lit 
up for holidays

Education Center construction progresses

Contract construction crews 
are busy installing the roof 
structure atop the main load-
bearing walls at the Quintana 
Education Center at Quintana 
Beach County Park.
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History of 
the World

By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Dec. 29: ON THIS DATE 
in 1170, English Archbishop 
Thomas Becket was murdered in 
Canterbury Cathedral by follow-
ers of King Henry II, with whom 
Becket had clashed over the role 
of the church. 

Dec. 30: ON THIS DATE in 
1911, Sun Yat-sen was elected 
the first president of the Republic 
of China. In 1922, Vladimir I. 
Lenin proclaimed the establish-
ment of the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics five years 
after the Bolshevik Revolution 
ousted the czar.

Dec. 31: ON THIS DATE in 
1879, Thomas Edison first dem-
onstrated his electric incandes-
cent light in Menlo Park, N.J. In 
1924, astronomer Edwin Hubble 
announced the existence of 
distant galaxies.

Jan. 1: ON THIS DATE in 404, 
the last gladiator competition was 
held in Rome. In 1946, Emperor 
Hirohito of Japan announced 
that he was not a god. In 1962, 
the Beatles had an unsuccessful 
audition with Decca Records.

Jan. 2: ON THIS DATE in 
1903, President Theodore 
Roosevelt closed the post office 
in Indianola, Miss., because 
officials refused to accept a black 
postmistress. In 1906, Willis Car-
rier received a U.S. patent for the 
world’s first air conditioner.

Jan. 3: ON THIS DATE 
in 1521, Martin Luther was 
excommunicated by the Roman 
Catholic Church because of 
his criticism of certain church 
dogma. In 1870, construction 
began on the Brooklyn Bridge. It 
was completed in May 1883.

Answer to last week’s ques-
tion: In his State of the Union 
address this week in 1965, 
President Johnson unveiled 
plans for an ambitious social-
services program that he called 
“The Great Society.”

This week’s question: 
In 1938, Walt Disney’s first 
full-length Technicolor cartoon 
feature film premiered. What was 
its title?

make good use of it, even though 
there is just so much information I 
need about what I do all day and 
night.

What if it breaks or the battery 
runs down, and it shows that my 
heart rate is zero? That would really 
freak me out.

Being a life-long gadget person, 
I’m the first one to jump all over the 
new stuff, but some are just expen-
sive toys, and not all that useful.

I saw a heavy-set woman push 
one of these wristbands on a shop-
ping network. She went on and on 
about how useful they are and how 
she can’t live without hers.

How can product-pushers on 
these shopping channels give 
testimonials on products they push? 
There is not enough time in the day. 
All they’d be doing is consuming 
24/7. She also ranted about a cover 
that keeps the ice and frost off car 
windshields.

Maybe she needs one of these 
monitors to keep track of her 
heart rate while she is installing 
that cover. Pace things out a little, 
perhaps. Wait for the heart rate to 
go down a bit before clipping on the 
other side.

A long time ago, Sony made 
a watch that also doubled as a 
TV remote control. I had one. It 
was a lot of fun to play tricks on 

friends whose TVs I secretly com-
mandeered, but after a while, the 
newness wore off. Also, the remote 
control part 
of the watch 
broke.

I had 
another one 
that was 
also an FM 
radio. That 
was before 
the Bluetooth 
era, and we 
had to con-
nect corded 
earphones to 
it. That kind of 
limited my left 
hand move-
ment, so eventually that gadget 
went into the garbage heap of 
technology as well.

Sony also came out awhile back 
with a wired PC mouse that doubled 
as a phone of sorts. 

The problem was that when used 
as a phone, the mouse didn’t work, 
and the sound quality resembled 
that of someone talking underwater. 
It wasn’t a hit. Miraculously, I didn’t 
buy one.

Here is another gadget I didn’t get 
because I’m not much of a gamer - 
the Nintendo Virtual Boy, a portable 
monochrome gaming system that 
required that you press your eyes 

into the machine’s goggles.
It remained on the market for one 

year. The biggest disadvantages 
were that it 
caused eye 
strain, head-
aches and 
nausea.

Another 
useless gadget 
to me is the 
smartwatch. 
It only works 
when synced 
with a smart-
phone. I can 
just use the 
phone. And, 
you have to talk 
into the watch 
like Dick Tracy.

The lady who peddled the health-
monitoring wristband looked like she 

could use the HapiFork.
“This fork tells you to slow down 

when you’re eating too fast. The 
HapiFork is designed to measure 
your eating habits and vibrate when 
it thinks you’ve eaten too much or 
are eating too fast. Every time you 
bring the fork to your mouth, it’s like 
having someone poke you and say, 
‘Hey tubby, lay off the noodles,’” 
opines slappedham.com. That’s 
where I found the fork review.

And just to make sure that you 
keep track of every bite you eat and 
how you eat it, there is a smart-
phone app that comes with The 
HapiFork. Bon Apetit. “You’ve had 
enough. Put down the fork.”

My heartrate is steady, but I am 
not walking enough - just a few 
dozen steps so far. No kidding. I’ve 
been watching football all day. Now 
bug off, smart gadget.

Tech gadget failures that someone thought would make great gifts 
(Continued from Page 1)

Nintendo’s Virtual Boy
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Predicament
5 *1-/9-Across
9 Mutual fund charge
13 Up to it
14 Prefix with plasm
15 2013 Presidential Medal of Free-
dom recipient
17 Nocturnal critter
18 Source
19 Adams’ “Nixon in China,” for one
20 Handled vessel

22 Pouches
24 Orch. section
25 Site of unexpected change?
27 Didn’t trick, maybe
29 See 62-Down
32 With 49-Across, bad break ... and 
what each answer to a starred clue 
creates vis-ˆ-vis the answers that 
define it
34 Prayer set to music by Schubert 
and Gounod
36 Choice to sleep on

40 Diva highlights
41 Distillery founder John
44 “Ray Donovan” star Schreiber
45 Aptly named bird
47 Italian almond cookies
49 See 32-Across
52 British pen pal’s last letter?
53 Part of a Buddhist monk’s ordina-
tion
56 Ridge just below the surface
58 “Father of,” in Arabic
59 Identical
61 Place where cheap shots are a 
good thing
65 Allow to attack
67 Dagwood’s annoying little friend
69 Inflict on
70 1985 Chemistry co-Nobelist 
Jerome
71 “Avatar” race
72 Always
73 “Easy to be Hard” musical
74 *73-/75-Across
75 Business

DOWN
1 Overdue, as pay
2 Instrument to which an orchestra 
tunes
3 Bushels
4 Pitchers’ places
5 White-faced cattle breed
6 Roxy Music co-founder
7 Stirs
8 Knish filling
9 Unfastens
10 Up and down, say: Abbr.
11 “Give it __”
12 Puccini’s “Vissi __”
16 Stern
21 Like “la vida” in a Ricky Martin hit
23 French vineyard
26 Gallic girlfriend
28 Jane Eyre’s charge
29 *1-/53-Down
30 Declare
31 Where to find a hero
33 Play with, in a way
35 Irritates
37 Cheese holder
38 IdŽe source
39 *16-/64-Down
42 Russia-China border river
43 Numismatist’s find
46 Reliant soul
48 Casting aid
50 Constellation near Scorpius
51 Bind
53 Converse
54 West Indian folk religion
55 __Sweet: aspartame
57 Friend of Che
60 Where Goliath was slain
62 With 29-Across, Balkan city on 
the Danube
63 Rte. through Houston
64 Reactor part
66 Will Smith title role
68 DIII doubled
  (c)2015 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
CANADA  ANGOLA  POLAND  JORDAN  ISRAEL  FRANCE  PANAMA
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: JETTY  STOOP  INTENT  PERSON
Answer: What his wife did and was when she shopped all day - SPENT AND SPENT

Tribune Content Agency  
ARIES (March 21-April 19): Too 

many holiday cheers can put your 
energy levels in arrears. In the 
week to come you may find that 
you enjoy being with some people, 
but other ones eat up too much of 

your time. Balance work with play.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 

Your creative talents may be best 
displayed when teamed up with 
another person. In the upcom-
ing week you may be attending 
several social functions.

 GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
Your head may be buzzing with 
new ideas in the week ahead. 
Creative and imaginative mental 
images can be applied in practi-
cal ways. You may enjoy making 
some handicrafts or homemade 

holiday treats.
CANCER (June 21-July 22): You 

may have some clout if you get out 
and about. Sitting home watching 
TV won’t bring you the attention or 
the enjoyment that you crave. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Peer 
pressure can push your buttons. 
With a holiday on this week’s 
calendar you may be required to 
attend one too many social gather-
ings. Some business matters are 
top priority and will not withstand 
passing distractions.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): You 
may flirt until it hurts as this week 
unfolds. People will be delighted 
with your aptitude for good, clean 
harmless fun. Going places with 
congenial companions is at the top 
of your to-do list.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): A 
holiday outing in the week ahead 
might act like magic bullet that 
revives your spirits. It isn’t the 
opinion of parents, family or a 
sweetheart that counts but the 
verdict of the person staring back 
at you in the mirror.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
It’s the thought that counts. If your 
aim is to impress, attending to 
someone’s needs is a much better 

option than mere money or token 
gifts. In the week ahead you may 
tune in on what your partner really 
requires.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Ask for advice if you want 
something nice. This week your 
bank account may shrink under 
a barrage of bills and gift giving. 
However, wise counsel can make 
you a bundle if you listen closely.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
You may inadvertently put your foot 
in your mouth early in the week. 
However, forgiveness is easy to 
find. Get in touch with relatives at 
a great distance or friends close at 
hand to display your generosity.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
You will wonder where the money 
went when you come home from 
shopping and it is all spent. As this 
week unfolds you can find a very 
good use for your savvy business 
and financial skills.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Holiday entertainments are odds 
with efficiency. During the week 
ahead you may be tempted to take 
a long lunch or to go home early. 
You will have to make up for it with 
extra effort somewhere along the 
line.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

Bulletin  Horoscope
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