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Ava Terwilliger, 2, of Alvin, talks with Santa during the ACC Child Lab School’s annual Snow Day event held earlier this month.
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A friend posted a photo of 
his relatives who immigrated 
to this country a very long time 

ago. It went 
back three 
generations. 
The great 
grandfather 
landed on 
our shores 
to make a 
better life for 
his family.

Then a series of comments 
followed from people whose 
ancestors also came here to 
escape poverty, persecution, or 
both. They were either starving, 
or they happened to be the wrong 
religion.

I landed here because my 
mother and I were granted politi-
cal asylum in 1967, I replied. This 
is why the USA is so great. It is a 
mixture of everybody.

And that is also why the USA is 
so complicated.

Countries that are smaller, sim-
pler and older don’t understand 
this. They are quick to pick up on 
our bad news and hold it against 
us. What they don’t realize is that 
we are so big that we usually 
have several bad news items 
going on at the same time.
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Low gas prices have 

downsides
BC’s LVN program 
named one of the 

best in state
Making out a holiday 
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Army Pvt. Dilan T. Marti-
nez has graduated from Basic 
Combat Training at Fort Benning, 
Ga. Martinez is the son of Carrie 
and Rudy Martinez of Pearland, 
Texas and son-in-law of Amber 
Robinson of Portland, Texas. He 
is a 2013 graduate of Pearland 
High School.

Army Pvt. Nestor Z. Mendez 
has graduated from Basic 
Combat Training at Fort Benning, 
Ga. Mendez is the son of Jorge 
and Rosa Ramos of Freeport, 
and ward of Cristina Martinez 
of Oyster Creek. He is a 2014 
graduate of Brazosport High 
School, Freeport.

Air Force Airman 1st Class 
Caleb N. St. Arnold graduated 
from basic military training at 
Joint Base San Antonio-Lack-
land, San Antonio. St. Arnold is 
the son of Ellen T. St. Arnold, 
step-son of Derrick O. Patrick, 
and son-in-law of Mishell Patrick 
of Lake Jackson. He is a 2014 
graduate of Brazoswood High 
School, Lake Jackson.

Air Force Airman Logan G. 
Gutierrez graduated from basic 
military training at Joint Base San 
Antonio-Lackland, San Antonio. 
Gutierrez is the son of Audra A. 
and step-son of Kenny Dinino of 
Conroe, and grandson of Archie 
C. and Emma M. Gutierrez of 
Brazoria. He is a 2014 graduate 
of Sweeny High School.

Air Force Airman Ricky C. 
Davis graduated from basic 
military training at Joint Base San 
Antonio-Lackland, San Antonio. 
Davis is the son of Ricky A. Davis 
of Houston, and Karleen Haynes 
of Alvin, and step-son of Michael 
Haynes of Alvin. He is a 2013 
graduate of Alvin High School.

Air Force Airman Shawn K. 
Thomson graduated from basic 
military training at Joint Base San 
Antonio-Lackland, San Antonio. 
Thomson is the son of Tracey L. 
and Kelly S. Thomson of Angle-
ton. He is a 2014 graduate of 
Angleton High School.

News of area 
men and women 
in the military
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

BEAUTIFUL 
1-ACRE 

HOMESITE
 Off CR 651 in 

Brazoria. $24,500, 
or make offer. 

(281) 796-4622

Birthday math
Q.  What’s the downside to the 

classic “birthday proposition,” the 
surprising reality that in any group 
of about 23 random people, there’s 
roughly a 50% chance that two of 
them share the same birthday?  
Naturally, in an even bigger group, 
the likelihood of a match goes way 
up!

A.  First, looking at the birthday 
proposition for U.S. presidents, 
it’s notable that of the first 35 
presidents, both James K. Polk and 
Warren G. Harding were born on 
November 2 (Polk in 1795, Harding 
in 1865), say Alfred Posamentier 
and Ingmar Lehmann in “Mathemat-
ical Curiosities:  A Treasure Trove of 
Unexpected Entertainments.”

For the darker side of the birthday 
proposition, consider the likelihood 
of overlapping death dates, which 
follow an identical probabilities 
curve. Continuing with examples 
from the first 35 U.S. presidents, two 
died on March 8--Millard Fillmore 
and William H. Taft--and three died 
on July 4--John Adams, Thomas 
Jefferson and James Monroe.  The 
birthday proposition and its darker 
side have been called two of the 
most counterintuitive problems in 
all of probabilities, but they can add 
to the fun when pulled at a party or 

other social occasion.

Culs-de-sac plus one
Q.  You’re driving down a road 

when you reach a dead-end 
-- nowhere to go but a turnaround.  
That’s a “cul-de-sac,” or French 
for “bottom of the bag.”  Now what 
would you call more than one if this 
happens to you time and again?

A.  Then you’ve got “culs-de-sac,” 
with the “s” attached to “cul” for the 
proper plural of “cul-de-sac.”  Dating 
to the 1730s, its anatomical origins 
referred to a “vessel, tube or sac 
open at only one end”; around 1800 
the phrase was applied to streets 
and alleys.  (Obtained from the 
“Oxford English Dictionary.”) 

Big shoes to fill
Q.  Imagine you and 29 other 

women take off your right shoes 
and place them in a long line 
stretching across the floor, poses 
“Mental Floss” magazine.  For a real 
kick, imagine further the unlikely 
coincidence that you all wear size 9 
women’s.  Exactly how long a line of 
shoes would that be?  And how big 
a single shoe would it take to match 
the line’s length?

A.  Make that a 25-foot-long shoe 
line, or the equivalent of 30 size-9 
women’s shoes.  As a single shoe, 

it would be rated a size 879 -- or 
just the size “worn” by the Statue of 
Liberty!

Fastest in the world
Q.  What moves more than just 

a mite bit faster than just about 
anything else in the running?

A.  The California sesame-
seed-sized mite “Paratarsotomus 
macropalpis” set the record as the 
speediest terrestrial animal, says 
“Scientific American” magazine.  
Instead of miles per hour (mph) or 
kilometers per hour, speed here is 
expressed in terms of body lengths 
per second: Fleet-footed human 
Usain Bolt can run 6 body lengths 
per second (23 mph), a cheetah can 
do 16 (60 mph), and the previous 
record-holder, the Australian tiger 
beetle, tops out at 171.  P. macro-
palpis takes the gold at 322 body 
lengths per second.  

“Body lengths per second” is 
a measure of speed that reflects 
how quickly an animal moves 
relative to its body size, reports 
“sciencedaily.com.”  Extrapolating 
to human dimensions, the mite’s 
speed is equivalent to a person run-
ning 1300 mph!  

“It’s so cool to discover something 
that’s faster than anything else, 
and just to imagine as a human 
going that fast compared to your 
body length is really amazing,” 
said Pitzer College physics major 
Samuel Rubin, who led much of the 
fieldwork to document the mite’s 
movements.  “And beyond that, 
looking deeper into the physics of 
how they accomplish these speeds 
could help inspire revolutionary new 
designs for things like robots or 
biomimetic devices.”

(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)
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History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Dec. 22: ON THIS DATE in 
1937, the Lincoln Tunnel in New 
York was opened to traffic. In 1989, 
Romanian citizens deposed dicta-
tor Nicolae Ceausescu.

Dec. 23: ON THIS DATE in 
1823, “Visit from St. Nicholas” by 
Clement Moore was published in 
the Troy Sentinel newspaper in 
New York. In 1888, Dutch painter 
Vincent Van Gogh cut off his left 
ear.

Dec. 24: ON THIS DATE in 
1851, fire devastated the Library of 
Congress in Washington, destroy-
ing 35,000 volumes. In 1991, 
Mikhail Gorbachev resigned as 
president of the Soviet Union.

Dec. 25: ON THIS DATE in 336, 
the first recorded celebration of 
Christmas took place in Rome. In 
1776, Gen. George Washington 
and his troops crossed the Dela-
ware River for a surprise attack on 
Hessian forces at Trenton, N.J.

Dec. 26: ON THIS DATE in 
1825, the Erie Canal opened. 
In 1954, “The Shadow” aired for 

the last time on radio. In 1996, 
JonBenet Ramsey, a 6-year-old 
beauty queen, was found beaten 
and strangled in her home in 
Boulder, Colo. The slaying remains 
unsolved.

Dec. 27: ON THIS DATE in 
1900, militant prohibitionist Carry 
A. Nation walked into the Carey 
Hotel in Wichita, Kansas, and 
proceeded with her first public 
smashing of a bar. In 1932, Radio 
City Music Hall opened in New 
York.

Dec. 28: ON THIS DATE in 
1065, Westminster Abbey opened 
in London. In 1945, Congress 
officially recognized the Pledge of 
Allegiance.

Answer to last week’s ques-
tion: This week in 1968, Julie 
Nixon, the younger daughter of 
President-elect Richard Nixon, 
married David Eisenhower, a 
grandson of former President 
Dwight Eisenhower.

This week’s question: In 1754, 
Kings College was founded in New 
York City. What is the school called 
now?

Reflecting the continued eco-
nomic growth in Texas, the Texas 
Workforce Commission (TWC) 
today announced the average 
Unemployment Insurance (UI) tax 
rate for all employers will be 1.54 
percent for Calendar Year (CY) 
2015, down from 1.66 percent in 
CY 2014. 

The average tax rate for experi-
ence-rated employers is 1.40 
percent for CY 2015, and is down 
from 1.54 percent in CY 2014.

The minimum tax rate is paid by 
277,846 employers, which repre-
sents 67 percent of experience-
rated employers. The standard 
minimum UI tax rate paid by Texas 
employers in CY 2015 will be 
0.47 percent, which is down from 
0.51 percent in CY 2014. These 
employer-paid UI taxes replen-
ish the Texas Unemployment 
Compensation Trust Fund, which 
provides temporary income for 
Texas workers who lose their jobs 
through no fault of their own.

An experience rating is 

determined by the amount of 
an employer’s taxable wages 
and the amount of UI benefits 
that have been paid to former 
employees and charged to the 
employer’s account for the last 
three years. 

An employer paying the stan-
dard minimum tax will pay $42.30 
per employee in CY 2015 com-
pared with $45.90 per employee 
in CY 2014. The maximum UI tax 
rate, paid by 4.5 percent of Texas 
employers, will be 7.49 percent.

In setting tax rates for CY 
2015, TWC sought to minimize 
the effects of any increases and 
exercise the authority given to it 
by state law to hold the tax rates 
to the lowest and most predict-
able rates possible.

TWC is dedicated to finding 
ways to lower the financial impact 
of UI taxes on Texas employers. 

TWC and its 28 local workforce 
boards also are committed to 
helping UI claimants return to 
work as soon as possible.

Unemployment insurance tax decreases Birders flock to see new species in Texas in 2014
AUSTIN – The phenomenon of 

new birds seen in Texas jumped in 
2014, underscoring the Lone Star 
State’s reputatation as one of the 
top birding destinations in the coun-
try. It also illustrates how technol-
ogy and social media are changing 
human culture.

There were three new species 
reported in Texas in 2014, all new 

to the state’s bird list, pending 
approval by the Texas Ornithological 
Society. These include a red-legged 
honeycreeper that drew flocks 
of people Thanksgiving Day to 
Estero Llano Grande State Park in 
the Valley, a gray-crowned rosy-
finch seen north of Dalhart in the 
Panhandle around Nov. 20, and a 
pair of common cranes still present 

as of Dec. 6 at Muleshoe National 
Wildlife Refuge in the Panhandle. 
This represents almost as many 
rare birds in Texas this year as in 
the previous five years combined. 
Bird experts call these uncommon 
sightings “vagrants,” oddities that 
stray from their typical ranges.

“This kind of stuff awaits any 
observer who’s out there looking,” 
said Cliff Shackelford, a bird biolo-
gist with Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department. “There will always 
be vagrants because birds are so 
mobile they can show up anywhere. 
We’re probably only seeing the tip 
of the iceberg.”

What’s fueling the increase? 
Some birders speculate cheaper 
gas prices prompted more bird-
ers to get out in November, and a 
continental cold snap last month 
may have encouraged lots of birds 
to move in search of food and cover.

But the iceberg’s tip may be more 
visible these days in large part 
because of better binoculars, cam-
eras, and audio recorders to capture 
bird calls, plus social media and 
mobile apps to tie it all together.

“As soon as people hear about 
a rarity, they get in the car or plane 
and go, because they can get there 
in time now,” said Shelly Plante of 
TPWD, who runs the Great Texas 
Birding Classic. “People traveling 
coordinate in real time with people 
who are already at the sighting loca-
tion, using social media and texts to 
make sure the bird is still there. The 
honeycreeper sighting happened 
on a Thanksgiving weekend when 
many people were already off and 
could pick up and go, and they did. 
The common cranes at Muleshoe 
have been there a couple of weeks, 
and there are still people making 
plans on Texbirds and Facebook to 
go see them.”

Although avid birders often 
spread news of vagrants, they are 
not always the first to see them. 
These days, that honor can fall to 
anyone who happens to be in the 
right place at the right time.

“These vagrant birds can show up 
anywhere, including people’s back 
yards,” Shackelford said, noting it 
was a backyard birder who in 2012 
reported the state’s first Pineywoods 
record of a common redpoll, a small 
finch of the arctic tundra and boreal 
forest. 
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Pictured from left: Beth Journeay – President / CEO of the Angleton Chamber; Nancy Davis – 2015 Incoming 
Chair of the Angleton Chamber; Ryan Cade – Volunteer of the Year; Judge Joe King – Pioneer Award; Clyde 
Neal – Citizen of the Year; T.C. Lipe – President’s Award; Kaci Haviland – Ambassador of the Year; Kevin Daniel 
– Volunteer of the Year; Orren Gaspard – 2014 Outgoing Chair of the Angleton Chamber

Angleton chamber holds awards luncheon; Clyde Neal ‘Citizen of the Year’ 

By Beth Whitehouse
Newsday (TNS)

Q: Should parents of young children be concerned about dangers 
from holiday-season plants such as poinsettias, mistletoe, holly and the 
Christmas tree itself?

``The one you have to be incredibly worried about is the mistletoe,’’ 
says Dr. Jill Creigh ton, assistant professor of clinical pediatrics at New 
York’s Stony Brook Children’s Hospital. Both the leaves and berries are 
poisonous if ingested.

Fortunately, mistletoe usually is hung high up on a door frame or ceil-
ing, where children can’t reach it. But if it were to fall and a child were to 
eat any of it, a parent would need to call a poison control hotline imme-
diately and would likely be instructed to take the child to an emergency 
room, Creighton says. ``It’s not a wait-and-see thing,’’ she says. ``I’m not 
into scaring people, but it’s better to have the knowledge. Go with the 
fake mistletoe.’’

Kids aren’t likely to eat a holly leaf because it’s pointy, Creighton says. 
``Most of the time you’re worried about the berries,’’ she says, which can 
be toxic, but not as dangerous as mistletoe.

Poinsettias get a bad rap because, if eaten, they may be slightly toxic 
to pets, Creigh ton says. However, while they might cause a localized 
reaction around a child’s mouth, they aren’t likely to cause a life-threaten-
ing response, she says.

And the biggest danger of a Christmas tree is it toppling over on 
a child, Creighton says. Parents should be sure any tree is securely 
anchored.

Parental Guidance:
Watch out for toxic holiday plants
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Look for us on 
Facebook

See who is waiting for you at SPCA-BC

Come by the SPCA-BC Shelter at 141 Canna Ln., Lake Jackson, or we 
are at Brazos Mall, Petco and Petsmart every Saturday, to  visit with these 
pets and many of their friends. Kennel sponsorships are now available 
for large or small kennels. Why not have your company or family recog-
nized with a plaque to show you care? Call (979) 285-2340, ext. 100, or visit 
www.spcabc.org for details. Help control the pet population. Have your pet 
spayed or neutered. Come by the  SPCA-BC, and fill out an application today.

We also can have several disas-
ters occurring simultaneously and 
manage to handle them. 

Other countries turn to us when 
they need help. You don’t see any 
of them asking Russia to help out 
when disaster strikes.

I get hate messages from people 
in the old country who think I should 
keep my mouth shut because I live 
far away in Texas. What do I know 
about their current situation on the 
other side of the world?

I probably should keep my mouth 
shut, but that’s beside the point. I 
do know a lot about foreign matters 
because I read a lot, and I still have 
connections in various countries. 
It’s easier now with all the social 
networks.

But I am a writer, and often the 
better part of me that advises  that 
I should go to the next message, 
gets ignored. I pluck down a reply, 
to the point, diplomatic. And then 
the firing starts. I usually ignore it 
because I have wasted enough of 
my time already.

What do you know about our 
situation, asked a poster, when I 
commented on a story. Look at all 
the problems in your own country, 
that evil U.S.

I made an exception. The country 
you live in has 10 million people, all 
white, mostly Catholic, I replied. If 
you cannot get along in that simple 
environment, there is something 
wrong. There are 300 million here, 

and we’re a mixture of the entire 
world. 

No reply, but that’s okay.
My friend who posted his family 

photo is a great example of why the 
USA is such a great country, even 
with all of its problems. Heck, I am 
a great example. And you are, dear 
reader.

If we can put so many people 
together in one place and can 
handle the problems that will pop 
up, guaranteed, without a coup 

d’etat, then we’re not all that bad.
“I am much like your great grand-

father, the one who came here and 
made a good living as a plumber,” I 
replied to my friendly photo poster. 
Except I flew here, and I became a 
writer and business owner. 

Merry Christmas, dear readers. 
Enjoy the spirit of this wonderful 
holiday with family and friends. I am 
doing the same.

Now, how do you shut off that 
Facebook thing? It’s been a while.

(Continued from Page 1)

We’re a great, complicated nation, reflecting the world

Behold! Bible stories are back with a vengeance as Hollywood returns to religious theme movies
By Joe Williams
St. Louis Post-Dispatch (TNS)

God is a whale of a storyteller. 
From the Garden of Eden to the 
Great Flood to the resurrection of 
Christ, he’s got the best material.

So it’s no wonder that religious 
themes have dominated the arts for 
centuries, from the first fireside odes 
to the new film “Exodus: Gods and 
Kings.”

Yet in Hollywood, where the 
prevailing god is called Moolah, 
Bible stories have drifted in and out 

of fashion. After World War II, when 
the movie industry was threatened 
by an infidel called television, the 
studios responded with big-screen 
religious epics: “Samson and 
Delilah,” “The Robe, “The Great-
est Story Ever Told.” In “The Ten 
Commandments” and “Ben-Hur,” 
square-jawed Charlton Heston was 
the embodiment of Christian might. 
Adjusted for inflation, “Ben-Hur” is 
still among the top 20 box-office 
hits, and no film has bested its total 
of 11 Academy Awards.

In the new millennium, religious 
films have returned to theaters 
with a vengeance. For that we can 
credit Mel Gibson. The star of the 
“Mad Max” movies was raised in 
a conservative Catholic home that 
rejected modern refinements such 
as the English-language Mass. At 
the height of his Hollywood success, 
Gibson bet heavily on his dream 
project, a violent re-creation of 
Christ’s crucifixion, in the authentic 
Aramaic language of the era.

When the studios declined to dis-
tribute the film, Gibson did it himself, 
and in 2004, “The Passion of the 
Christ” became the most profitable 
independent film ever.

Gibson’s direct-marketing strat-
egy enlisted clergy to evangelize 

for the film. Although it didn’t pan 
out for the uncompleted “Chronicles 
of Narnia” series, the strategy 
is still employed today. Recent 
faith-based movies such as “Son 
of God,” “Heaven is For Real” and 
“God’s Not Dead” have successfully 
bypassed the traditional publicity 
apparatus — such as screenings 
for critics — to preach directly to the 
choir. (Evidently, it doesn’t matter to 
the distributors that Kirk Cameron’s 
new film “Saving Christmas” is 
literally the worst-reviewed movie 
in history, according to the website 
Rotten Tomatoes.)

Ever mindful of the marketplace, 
Hollywood took note of the faith 
phenomenon and raised the stakes. 
Earlier this year, Darren Aronofsky’s 

big-budget “Noah” was supposed to 
satisfy faithful and film-buff audi-
ences alike. But its break-even 
performance at the box office left 
Hollywood hanging.

And now there is “Exodus,” Ridley 
Scott’s bigger-budget take on “The 
Ten Commandments.” British actor 
Christian Bale, best known as the 
dark avenger Batman, plays the 
Jewish emancipator Moses. The 
effects, as expected, are spectacu-
lar. Yet any religious message is 
relegated to the background. We 
never even hear a recitation of the 
Ten Commandments that Moses 
carefully carves into stone.

Will history remember “Exodus” 
as one of the great religious-themed 
movies? God only knows.
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Fantasy Christmas gifts within everyone’s budget
By Lori Borgman
Tribune News Service (TNS)

Two years ago Christmas Eve, I 
received a log cabin in Maine, a day 
at a spa and a vacation in Italy.

We gave two of our kids brand 
new mini-vans, one of our sons-
in-law an NFL franchise and our 
daughter-in-law a full-size washer 
and dryer.

The husband got a bookstore and 
his own newspaper chain.

It was a good Christmas, alright 
— and so economical. Nothing 
cost a dime. They were fantasy 

gifts. Few things are more fun than 
spending imaginary money. This 
must be what it feels like to be an 
elected representative in Washing-
ton. 

We’re back to buying a few gifts 
this year, primarily for the pitter-
patter of little feet. Try explaining 
fantasy gifts to the preschool crowd. 
Gift giving can be a source of angst, 
but what’s a holiday without some 
temporary insanity?

My mother used to keep a tally 
to make sure things were even at 
Christmas. I was puzzled by her 

compulsion and thought her score-
card was completely unnecessary, 
yet here I sit with an Excel spread-
sheet open before me.

Nobody has ever played that “you 
like him best” card, nor can I imag-
ine any of them doing so, but maybe 
it’s because I’ve kept things even by 
keeping a tally over the years. And 
if I hadn’t kept a tally, maybe things 
wouldn’t have been even, and, well, 
it’s all a vicious cycle.

One of the grandkids has come in 
$4 behind the rest of the grandkids. 
I could pick something up online but 
shipping would put the kid $6 ahead 
of the others. I could even things out 
by getting the other six some trinket 
they won’t want, need or would look 
at a second time, but why add to the 
junk pile?

A couple of 2-liters would even 
the score, but who gives Mountain 
Dew to toddlers?

They’re all too young to chew 
gum.

Socks. Oh that’s exciting. Just call 
me Sock Grandma.

Maybe a new toothbrush and 
a little toothpaste. Toothbrush 
Grandma. She’s right up there with 
Sock Grandma.

It would be a whole lot easier to 
let a disparity stand, then if some-
one noticed just say, “That’s right, 
you’re my favorite this year. The rest 
of you need to try harder.”

Of course, I could be looking at 
this from the wrong angle. Why add 
to the trove to even the tally when 
you can subtract?

 “Yes, some of you are missing 
the yellow and orange from your 
new box of crayons, but Grandma 
took them out to keep things even.”

The ace in the hole is my backup 
plan: “Listen kids, that doll might not 
have any clothes and Grandma may 
have taken the wheels off that truck, 
but she went a little crazy trying 
to keep things even. What do you 
say next year we bag this gift thing 
and all head to Grandma’s cabin in 
Maine?” 

We’ll drive those new mini-vans 
we got your parents a few years 
ago.
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Some of the tidbits you may not know about Christmas: ‘Jingle Bells’ for Thankskiving?
‘Xmas’ doesn’t remove Christ 

from ‘Christmas’
Many publications and ads like 

to print the innocuous sounding 
‘Xmas’ to prevent them from scaring 
away any non-Christian customers. 
But if they knew the true origin for 
the word, they’d probably opt for the 
full version and call it a day.

According to ‘From Adam’s Apple 

to Xmas: An Essential Vocabulary 
Guide for the Politically Correct,’  
the word “Christianity” was spelled 
“Xianity” as far back as 1100 as a 
symbolic syllable for “Christ.” The 
syllable became ‘X’temmas’ in 1551 
and was eventually shortened to 
“Xmas.”

‘Jingle Bells’ was written for 
Thanksgiving, not Christmas

It’s hard to go more than five 
minutes without hearing the familiar 
tune of ‘Jingle Bells’ running 
through your head during the month 
of December. 

The truth is that you should 
have been hearing it in November. 
According to Mental Floss Maga-
zine , composer James Lord Pier-
pont wrote the song in the 1850s to 

play for his Boston Sunday school 
class during Thanksgiving as a 
way to commemorate the famed 
Medford sleigh races. 

Kids and adults loved the song 
and eventually changed the lyrics to 
fit Christmas. No word on whether 
the original lyrics contained the line, 
“Dashing through the snow, in a 
one-turkey open sleigh.”
‘Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer’ 
was created as a promotion for 

Montgomery Ward
Speaking of Rudolph, the most 

famous of Santa’s reindeer came to 
life as part of a commercial promo-
tion. 

His first appearance was in a 
story written in 1939 by ad copy-
writer Robert L. May that was 
published in a Montgomery Ward 
department store promotional book-
let  given out to children visiting 

Santa. Since Rudolph was created 
for Montgomery Ward, the depart-
ment store owned the copyright, 
and May received no royalties after 
it became a huge success.

Sadly, May almost went bankrupt 
paying for his ailing wife’s medical 
bills before finally convincing Mont-
gomery Ward to give him the rights 
to the plucky reindeer. Rudolph 
became an even bigger success 
when May set the story to music 
with the help of his songwriter 
brother-in-law Johnny Marks.

A famous rendition recorded by 
Gene Autry became one of the 
best-selling Christmas songs of all 
time, selling more than two million 
copies.

Read More: 25 Things You 
Might Not Know About Christmas 
| http://thefw.com/christmas-facts/
?trackback=tsmclip
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Sisters Emily Martin, 5 and Kaitlyn Martin, 3, of Rosharon, slide down 
a hill in a sled during the Alvin Community College Child Lab School 
Snow Day event recently.

Texas Gulf Coast ‘snow’

Wilder Elementary student Emily Poindexter and her friend, Evy, help 
load donated food items during Breakfast with Santa on Dec. 6.

ACC’s Breakfast with Santa helps feed hungry families
Six-year-old Felicity Moore-Tims 

sat on Santa’s lap to take a photo 
and discuss what she wanted for 
Christmas. She visited with St. Nick 
after eating her breakfast at the 
Breakfast with Santa event on Dec. 
6 at Alvin Community College.

“He was very nice,” Felicity said. 
“I loved the pancakes, too. And the 
milk.”

More than 200 area families in 
need were treated to a pancake 
breakfast and donated food items. 
The event has been held for the 

past 25 years in conjunction with 
the ACC Can Feed the Hungry/Alvin 
ISD Shellie Garza Memorial Food 
Drive.

The college hosted two loca-
tions for the first time this year—at 
the ACC campus in Alvin and New 
Hope Church on Highway 288. 
Almost 2,000 people, including 
volunteers, received breakfast.

“I believe we had a successful 
event,” said Coach Gary Coffman, 
ACC instructor who heads the food 
drive efforts. “We fed more people 

than we ever have before.”
All 22 AISD campuses partici-

pated in the food drive. Several tons 
of nonperishable food were donated 
to the food drive from the Alvin 
ISD schools and ACC. A record 
amount of 14 tons was distributed to 
families.

There were dozens of volun-
teers including ACC students, ACC 
Grounds crew along with Alvin ISD 
students, teachers and more. The 
ACC Culinary Arts students and 
Alvin ISD employees cooked the 
pancake breakfast. Volunteers also 
opened a petting zoo.

Other organizations that helped 
make the event a success included 
Alvin Sunrise Rotary Club, Alvin 
Church of Christ, Westside Church 
of Christ and many more.

“That really helps,” Coffman said. 
“The support we received this year 
was just incredible.”

Felicity’s mother, Stephanie 
Moore, said her family enjoyed 
Breakfast with Santa and spending 
time with the volunteers.

“I think it’s good for the commu-
nity,” she said. “It has really brought 
a lot of people together.”

In addition, the U.S. Marine 
Corps’ Toys for Tots provided each 
child a wrapped toy to take home. 
Nearly 1,400 children will have a gift 
to unwrap this Christmas because 
of this event.
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 Joy to the world: Ignore the holiday killjoys and create your very own “Won’t Do” list
By Heidi Stevens
Chicago Tribune (TNS)

If you’re like me, you approach 
December with an eye toward what 
you won’t do, as much as what you 
will.

I won’t max out my Target card. 
I won’t attempt another homemade 
gingerbread house. I won’t buy a 
Furby.

This year I’m adding a few more 
items to my Won’t Do list. I’ve spent 
a fair number of hours absorbing 
terrible holiday advice — through 
magazine articles, social media 
posts, publicists pitching seasonal 
stories — and this year I’m vowing 
to do none of it.

I hope you’ll join me.
I won’t eat a small meal before 

attending holiday parties and sip 
plenty of water once I get there to 
avoid overindulging.

I like overindulging. I like it espe-
cially well in December when the 
offerings upon which to overindulge 
include pie and eggnog and Cham-
pagne.

A small meal and plenty of water 
will not slow my certain march 

toward gluttony. Never once have I 
grabbed that second slice of pecan 
pie out of hunger or returned to the 
punch bowl out of thirst. I over-
indulge because it’s there, and it 
tastes good.

I will skip that superfluous small 
meal before I leave the house 
because I will be eating a small 
meal when I arrive. It’s called brie. 
And I won’t be washing it down with 
water.

I won’t calculate the number of 
hours I would need to spend down-
hill skiing to burn off the meal I just 
enjoyed.

Another year, another expert 
urging us to hang our heads in 
shame for flagrantly surpassing our 
recommended daily allowance of 
calories.

The Huffington Post even offers a 
handy slide show spelling out how 
to burn off the 3,000 calories we 
pack in, on average, at our holiday 
feasts. A 13-hour walk would do it, 
as would a four-hour run or a six-
and-a-half-hour spin on the elliptical. 
A 17-hour yoga class or nine-hour 
jaunt down the slopes would do the 
trick, too.

Or we could sit on the couch 
with the family members we’re 
lucky to see and talk about life or 
love or politics or Kim Kardashian. 
We could read a book to a child if 
there’s one nearby. We could see if 
there’s any brie left.

We could give thanks, in a million 
different ways, for the calories we 
just consumed instead of contem-
plating superhuman feats to destroy 
them.

I won’t transfer store-bought 
cookies onto a cute holiday platter 
and pass them off as homemade.

We have a favorite story in my 
family involving my grandma and 
some cookies made lovingly by my 
hilarious, giant-hearted late aunt 
Merry Lou. “Oh, Merry Lou,” my 
grandma gushed when she bit into 
the treat. “These are almost as good 
as store-bought!”

High praise from a woman who 
wouldn’t dream of spending her 
family’s hard-earned cash on such 
luxuries. And an accurate statement, 
at that: Stores make good stuff.

Humans make good stuff, too. If 
you’re one of those humans whose 
stuff tastes better than a store’s 
stuff — and (this is a big and) 
— you enjoy baking, you should 
bake stuff. If baking is not your 
thing, you should not give into real 
or imagined pressure to pretend 
that it is.

“I once read a cookbook author 
who said if the bakery bakes a 
better pie than you could ever 
make, you owe it to your guests to 
serve that instead of your own,” my 
friend Patty told me recently.

You owe it to yourself to leave it 
in its original container.

Holidays, for all sorts of reasons, 
have become freighted with guilt. 
We’re supposed to make them 
magical and memorable for our 
loved ones, equal parts Pinterest 
and North Pole.

We should indulge our children’s 
wish lists, even as we teach them 
happiness can’t be found in mate-
rial possessions.
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Going along with wrongdoing at work 
is never the right choice

My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

 Q: I’d like you to explain 
something to me. The kindest, 
most understanding person in my 
exercise class says she doesn’t 
believe in God, while the one with 
the nastiest personality claims to 
be a devout Christian. How can 
this be? - Mrs. B.H.

  A: God in His grace gives 
everyone good things, even those 
who don’t believe in Him. From 
what you say, your atheist friend 
is an example of this. She’s been 
blessed with a kind personality, 
although she doesn’t realize who 
gave it to her. Jesus said that God 
“causes his sun to rise on the evil 
and the good” (Matthew 5:45).

  I regret your other friend isn’t 
this way, because Christ certainly 
doesn’t want us to be sour, criti-
cal or unpleasant toward others. 
Christians aren’t perfect, nor do 
we claim to be, and sometimes we 
fall far short of what God wants us 

to be. Perhaps if you knew your 
“nasty” classmate’s background 
you might discover why she is 
this way, but her behavior is still 
wrong. God’s will is for us to 
become more like Christ, avoiding 
sin and loving others the way He 
did.

  Don’t, however, use this 
person’s failings as an excuse to 
turn away from Jesus. We may 
be imperfect, but Christ is not, 
because He was God in human 
flesh. And because He was per-
fect, He alone could become the 
final and complete sacrifice for our 
sins. As you strengthen your body, 
also strengthen your soul by turn-
ing to Jesus Christ and committing 
your life to Him.

  Then ask God to help both of 
your friends discover the joy that 
Christ promises to all who put their 
lives into His hands. When Christ 
lives in us, we “are filled with an 
inexpressible and glorious joy” (1 
Peter 1:8).

We like it at the pump, but low gas prices have downsides 
By David Lazarus
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

LOS ANGELES — There is a 
downside to low gas prices.

The American consumer is 
incredibly shortsighted,” said Jona-

than Rubin, an energy economist 
at the University of Maine. “It’s very 
troubling.”

He and other academics say that 
while low gas prices have short-
term economic benefits, there can 

be serious long-term consequences.
“Low gas prices can undo 

progress we’ve made in green 
technology,” said Chris Knittel, a 
professor of energy economics 
at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. “People are less likely 
to adopt more fuel-efficient vehicles, 
and companies have less incentive 
to invest in new technologies.”

That’s not to say anyone’s 
complaining about low gas prices. I 
know I’m not.

Miguel Rivas, 58, said he used to 
spend about $400 a month filling his 
pickup truck. Now he spends closer 
to half that amount.

“That’s more money in my 
pocket,” he said. “It makes things a 
lot easier.”

It does. But I’m thinking that the 
question isn’t whether it’s sweet 
having some extra scratch at a 
particularly pricey time of year. The 
question is whether this is making a 
deeper problem even worse.

In June 2010, President Barack 
Obama said the U.S. must end its 
dependence on fossil fuels such 
as oil and natural gas. “The time 
has come, once and for all, for this 
nation to fully embrace a clean 
energy future,” he said.

That goal seemed more feasible 
as gas prices rose. Drivers aban-
doned gas guzzlers and snapped up 
more fuel-efficient, smaller cars.

By 2012, the Toyota Prius was 
the top-selling car in California. 
General Motors, Ford and Chrysler 
announced plans to work with col-
leges and universities to produce a 
new generation of engineers who 
could develop tomorrow’s electric 
and hybrid vehicles.

What a difference a few billion 
barrels of cheap oil make.

Low gas prices in November 
“drove popular hybrids and (electric 
vehicles) into the proverbial ditch,” 
reported Cars.com. Sales fell by 
double digits for the Prius, Ford 
C-Max, Chevy Volt and Honda Civic 
Hybrid.

At the same time, demand for 
pickup trucks and SUVs rose nearly 
10 percent. While such vehicles are 
now more fuel-efficient than in years 
past, they still drink more fuel than 
smaller vehicles.

The concern, experts say, is that 
it will take years to reverse the effect 
of Americans’ renewed giddiness 
about big vehicles.
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Did you know?

NO, NO, THAT MONEY’S NOT 
MINE, OFFICER, HONEST: A man 
robbed a bank in Merced County, 
Calif., but didn’t bring a bag to put 
the money in. Police spotted him 
outside trying to stuff the cash 
down his pants. They arrested 
him, and, as he walked through 
the police station, $2,414 fell out 
of his pants. After he sat down to 
be questioned, an officer ordered 
him to stand up, and the rest of the 
money -- $334 – fell out.

SO IT WORKED OUT O.K., 
SORT OF: A man, looking for a 
warm place to sleep, broke into 
what he thought was a school 
in Sherburne, Vt. It was actually 
the Shelburne Police Station. On 
the upside, he was given a warm 
place to sleep.

I’LL HAVE TO TAKE YOUR 
WORD FOR IT, MA’AM: A 49-
year-old woman was taken to the 
Coral Springs, Fla., police station 
on a DUI charge (fourth offense) 
where she pulled up her skirt and 
flashed her backside at an officer, 
saying, “This is the best you’ll ever 
have.”

YOU KNOW, YOU’RE RIGHT; 
I SHOULD HAVE A CAR: A man, 
who was refused service at the 
drive-thru window of the McDon-
ald’s in Oklahoma City because he 
was on foot, carjacked a woman’s 
vehicle in the parking lot. He 
crashed it three miles away.

YOU’LL NEVER CATCH ME 
NOW! … UH-OH! A man who stole 
a patrol bike from a police officer in 
San Antonio was arrested after he 
pedaled into a dead-end alley off 
Soledad Street.

NO WONDER THE NEIGH-
BORS WERE NEVER INVITED 

OVER: A man set up a lovely 
garden in the back yard of his 
Deltona, Fla., home featuring 
potted plants, large angel statues 
and windmills. Alas, he had stolen 
most of these things from the front 
lawns of his neighbors. He was 
arrested and ordered to return the 
items.

NICE TO SEE YOU AGAIN: A 
woman was arrested for shoplifting 
in a store in Moultrie, Ga. It was 
the same store that had banned 
her from the premises a month 
earlier for shoplifting.

LITTLE HELP HERE! A man 
in a wheelchair tried to steal a flat 
screen TV from a store in Golden 
Gate, Fla., putting it on his lap, 
and asking a customer to wheel 
him out of the building.

PARRRDEEEE! … OOPS!  
Members of a wedding party were 
having a few drinks on the bus 
carrying them to the reception in 
Kansas City, Mo., when one of the 
groomsmen grabbed the handle 
of the emergency door as he 
stumbled and fell into the street. 
He was not seriously injured.

FIRST, TURN OFF THE 
BELLS: Two men robbed a 
convenience store in Lynchburg, 
Va., then fled in an ice-cream truck 
driven by an accomplice.

BUT HOW DID YOU KNOW, 
OFFICER? A man, out on a date 
at a restaurant in Mt. Pleasant, 
Tenn., accidentally pocket-dialed 
911, and the police dispatcher 
heard him talking to his girlfriend 
about getting high and going to 
a drug dealer’s house. The cops 
located the guy and discovered 
that he, to no one’s surprise, was 
in possession of illegal drugs.

“I’ve given up looking for people 
with identities worth stealing.”

• Lawyers in Russia threatened 
to sue Warner Bros. because 
Dobby the house elf closely 
resembled Russian president 
Vladimir Putin.

• The Statue of Liberty was 
originally meant to be in Egypt, not 
the U.S.

• Signs that read “Not respon-
sible for your car or its contents” 

carry no weight in court and are 
posted simply to discourage legal 
action.

• Teenagers who spend much of 
their time listening to music are 8.3 
times more likely to be depressed.

• Every strand of human hair in a 
person’s head contains 14 different 

elements, including traces of gold.
• Netflix is watched more than 

any cable network in the U.S.
• Idaho drops a giant potato on 

New Years instead of a ball.
• Russians have the word 

“Zapoi” to describe several days 
of continuous drunkenness 
during which one withdraws from 
society.

Holiday tipping: Who and how much?
By Gregory Karp
Chicago Tribune (TNS)

Tip amounts can vary, and tips 
tend to be larger in big cities.

• Housekeeper or cleaner. These 
are the most-tipped service people 
during the holidays, Consumer 
Reports found in a survey. It found 
the median was $50, although pro-
tocol is the cost of one cleaning.

• Package deliverer. Tough one. 
Federal regulations say U.S. postal 
workers can “accept a gift worth $20 
or less from a customer per occa-
sion, such as Christmas. However, 
cash and cash equivalents, such 
as checks or gift cards that can be 
exchanged for cash, must never be 
accepted in any amount.” FedEx 
workers can accept tips up to $75. 
UPS management prefers drivers 
receive gifts rather than cash.

• Trash collector. Often on lists 
of people to tip during the holidays 
but ones we rarely see, let alone 
interact with. Protocol says a 
holiday tip of $10 per person is rea-
sonable, although some municipal 
trash collectors might be forbidden 
from accepting money. How do you 
deliver the tip? One alternative is 
to drop off the tip at the business 
office. And the garbage-truck driver 
who is just operating a mechani-
cal arm on the truck and not even 
handling your trash cans? A tip 

becomes less important.
• Grade school teacher. Highlights 

the difference between a tip and a 
holiday gift, which is more appropri-
ate for salaried professionals. No 
cash for teachers, but gift cards 
work well, especially to office supply 
stores. And if a room parent has 
already collected money for a class 
gift, don’t feel obligated to give an 
individual holiday gift, too.

• Doctor, lawyer, accountant. No 
tip. If you feel close with them or 
want to thank them for special work 
that year, baked goods would be 
appreciated.

• Newspaper delivery. Daily: $15-
$30. Sunday only: $5-$15.

• Day care provider. $20-$70 
each, plus a small gift from your 
child.

• Home health workers. First, 
check with the agency about its poli-
cies for gifts and tipping. A thought-
ful gift might be best.

• Apartment superintendent. 
$20-$80 or a gift, depending on how 
helpful your super has been to you.

• Besides hair stylists, the follow-
ing could receive a holiday tip equal 
to the cost of one session or one 
week’s service: regular baby sitter 
or nanny, manicurist, barber, per-
sonal trainer, massage therapist, pet 
groomer, dog walker, pool cleaner, 
lawn maintenance, private nurse.
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Brazosport College’s Licensed 
Vocational Nursing (LVN) pro-
gram was recently ranked among 
the best LVN nursing schools in 
Texas by the nursing Website, 
PracticalNursing.org.

Brazosport College’s 100 percent 
pass rate in the National Council 
Licensure Examination for Practical 
Nursing (NCLEX-PN) was a major 
factor used to rank the College’s 
program fifth among nearly 100 
LVN schools across the state. 
BC’s LVN program was one of only 
seven programs on the list with a 
perfect NCLEX-PN pass rate.

“It is an honor and privilege for 
our program to be recognized as 
one of the best in Texas,” said 
Janena Norris, Brazosport College 
LVN Programs Director, “The dedi-
cation of the faculty and staff, both 
past and present, are a huge part 
of why this program is so strong. 
In fact, some of the current faculty 
members are past products of this 
very program.”

The NCLEX-PN exam is used 
by state boards of nursing around 
the country for testing proficiency 
and granting licensure. Many 
state boards of nursing use the 
combined NCLEX-PN exam pass 
rates for each school as one of 
the primary ways to approve or 
deny a school’s ability to provide 

practical and vocational nursing 
education. Since it is one of the 
best ways to determine how well a 
school is preparing their students 
for a career in practical nursing, 
Practicalnursing.org believed this 
was the strongest method of rank-
ing the schools.

For schools with the same overall 
NCLEX-PN pass rates after being 
ranked, additional program charac-
teristics were then analyzed, includ-
ing the number of students taking 
the NCLEX-PN, with the higher 
the number the greater the ranking 
position, as well as the number of 
years of test data available. The 
schools with more years of NCLEX-
PN pass rate data achieved a 
higher rank. Practicalnursing.org’s 
ranking was based on the previous 
five years of available information.

Brazosport College was one 
of only two LVN schools in the 
greater-Houston area to earn a 
top-five distinction, as well as 
one of three local schools to rank 
in the top 10. To see the full list, 
visit www.practicalnursing.org/lvn-
programs/texas.

Brazosport College offers three 
different nursing options, including 
LVN, Associate Degree of Nursing 
(ADN) and an LVN to AND Curricu-
lum Track. For more information, 
call (979) 230-3424.

BC LVN program named one of state’s best

ACC Nursing student Jessica Colbert, of Danbury, left, kisses her father 
Bruce Colbert on the cheek after the Nurse Pinning ceremony this 
month.

ACC holds Nurse Pinning ceremony

By Whitt Flora
Tribune News Service (TNS)

BALTIMORE — At first blush, 
it sounds like a good idea: have 
business partner with universities 
and colleges to create a vocational 
curriculum that provides graduates 
well-paying jobs in today’s growing 
industries.

There’s just one major hitch: The 
primary role of education, particu-
larly higher education, is to develop 
citizens with a wide variety of skills 
needed to live a full and vibrant life 
in a flourishing 21st-century democ-
racy — not to custom-tailor gradu-
ates to fit vacant slots in businesses 
desperate to hire trained workers.

Many high school graduates 
don’t have the aptitude to go on to 
college and would rather go directly 
into the workforce and start careers. 
The paradox is that nearly a million 
attractive jobs are going begging, 
while millions of Americans remain 
unemployed or seriously underem-
ployed.

The remedy is not to have 
schools create new and easier 
courses to accommodate students 
who aren’t legitimate college pros-
pects, but to create more vocational 
training opportunities along the 
lines that have been standard in 
Germany for decades. Forced to 
rebuild its industrial might from the 
rubble of World War II, the Germans 
long have placed a high value on 
vocational education.

In Germany, the educational 
system begins to differentiate 
between those students best suited 
for higher education and those who 
may fare better in vocational training 
at an early age, often in the eighth 
grade, or at the start of their fresh-
man year in high school.

More than two-thirds of the 
German workforce has received 
vocational training from technical 
schools, trade guilds and company 
training programs. In 2012 alone, 
German companies hired and 
trained some 600,000 workers.

In Germany, vocational education 
students learn both in the classroom 
and on the job — usually attending 
vocational schools two days and 
spending three days a week as 
apprentices in a chosen vocation. 
Slightly more than 50 percent of 
German students choose this career 
path.

 A number of U.S. factories owned 

How to get skilled workers faster using German approach
by German firms already have 
installed training systems that could 
help fill America’s crucial need for 
skilled workers.

Volkswagen’s sprawling auto fac-
tory in Chattanooga, Tennessee, is 
a good example. The company runs 
its Volkswagen Academy in a large 
building that also houses its Passat 
assembly line. Aspiring workers who 

complete the three-year program 
earn a starting salary of $22 an hour 
and are certified to work at German 
auto plants anywhere in the world.

It’s time to end the stigma long-
attached to vocational education 
by adapting the German approach 
throughout the U.S. Most Americans 
don’t need a university diploma, but 
all need a well-paying career.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 Tucked-in part of a dress shirt
4 Cocoon contents
9 Glaringly vivid
14 “__ you kidding me?”
15 Words after make or close
16 Carne __: roasted Mexican dish
17 Ford Model T, colloquially
19 Siesta taker
20 Eight-armed cephalopod
21 Speed demon

23 Open-__ shoes
26 TV producer Norman
27 Online “Yikes!”
30 Chinese leader
33 Bus depot: Abbr.
36 Mature male gorilla
38 Purim observers
39 Essayist de Botton
40 Match for a pocket handkerchief
41 West Pointer
42 Mideast strip

43 One only in it for the money
45 Baton Rouge-to-Montgomery dir.
46 Twisting force
47 WWII venue
48 Latin god
50 “__ a lift?”
52 Japanese cooking show
56 Schemer Charles
60 Gallivants
61 Certain rock music fan, and what 
17-, 21-, 36-, 43- and 52-Across 
each has
64 Last Olds off the line
65 Mental picture
66 NBC skit show
67 Zac of “The Lorax”
68 Glove material
69 Game gadget, or the area where 
it’s used

Down
1 Boaters and bowlers
2 Actor La Salle
3 It may drop down or pop up
4 Made vulnerable
5 Axlike shaping tool
6 Tribal land, informally, with “the”
7 Colorado resort
8 Out of the wind
9 Fire truck feature
10 Lady Liberty’s land, familiarly
11 Somerset Maugham novel, with 
“The”
12 Prefix with logical
13 Pub missile
18 On fire
22 South Sudanese supermodel 
Wek
24 Goof
25 Short person?
27 Missouri river
28 La Scala’s city
29 Like eyes showing boredom
31 Drops in a slot
32 Stranded at 7-Down, perhaps
34 Chirp
35 Jetson dog
37 By way of
38 Spree
41 Multi-screen theater
43 “Gee whiz”
44 It goes for a buck
46 Second-most populous Arizona 
city
49 Warm Argentina month
51 “Stupid me!”
52 “Dies __”
53 Massage deeply
54 Actor Jannings
55 Earthquake response gp.
57 Cozy home
58 Writer Grey
59 Inactive
62 Art on the reality show “Ink 
Master”
63 Single-malt datum
(c)2014 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
ENJOY  CAJUN  MAJOR  PERJURE  PROJECT  SUBJECT



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407    December 23, 2014   THE BULLETIN  Page 15
Jumble Answers
Jumbles: ENSUE  GORGE  HECTIC  REALTY
Answer: Where some will go to get rid of widths -- TO GREAT LENGTHS

Bulletin  Horoscope
Tribune Content Agency

ARIES (March 21-April 19): 
Networking can rope in golden 
opportunities in the week ahead. 
You may feel pressured to perform 
at a high level or to adapt to new 
technologies. New contacts and 
reliable advisors will help you make 

progress.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Clear 

planning may help you to focus your 
energies. A proposal about joint 
finances or possessions can move 
forward during the week to come. 
Those who care about you the most 
are willing to wait for the best.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Your 
initiative and willpower give you an 
advantage in the week ahead. This 
can be an excellent time to make 
promises and commitments, or to 
make definitive decisions about 
a business partner or romantic 
relationship.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): You 
may strive to attain material things 
in the week to come, but a compas-
sionate act can alter the results. 
This is a great time to make a favor-
able impression on a new friend or 
to participate in group activities.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Your 
theme song might be “getting to 
know you” as the week unfolds. 
Other people may be glad to meet 
you and emulate your attitudes. 
Since you have more influence than 
usual, this is a good week to ask for 
support.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
Let your friendliness shine like a 
beacon. If you show yourself to be 
an eager participant in interactive 
activities, you could get invited to 
the best places. Make crucial family 
decisions in the week ahead.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 
Implement prettier philosophical 
principles. This is a good time to 
reassess your goals and develop 
more admirable ideals. A wise advi-
sor might give you an inspiring idea 
that you can use for your benefit in 
the week ahead.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): If 
you expect the best, you set the 
stage so that you’ll surely get it. 

Keep your mind trained on attaining 
your most spectacular dreams in the 
week ahead. You’re wiser than usual 
about money and possessions.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): New friends may figure in your 
future. Your dissatisfaction with 
certain situations in the week ahead 
can be assuaged with a little help 
from your friends. Use financial 
problems as a catalyst of change.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
You’ll find you have extra drive and 
determination to put your dreams 
into action this week. At the same 
time, you may find it necessary to 
compromise and participate as a 
member of a team in order to get 
ahead.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Join in as a team member. Someone 
might take his or her cues from Tom 
Sawyer in the week ahead and show 
you that painting a fence can be fun. 
You’ll find great companions during 
a work-related project.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): You 
should have all your favorite ducks 
lined up in a row. You’ll receive 
appreciation for your talent for orga-
nization. Concentrate on keeping 
your promises in the week ahead 
and you will get ahead.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks
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