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Merry Christmas

Kayla Jasinski of Alvin plays in the snow during the Alvin Community 
College Lab School Snow Day on Dec. 11.

Children from the Bill & Julia May Children’s Center at Brazosport 
College recently visited the BC Library, where they entertained students, 
staff and faculty by singing a variety of Christmas carols. During their 
visit, these young ones also had an opportunity to sit and talk to Santa 
Claus. For more information on the Bill & Julia May Children’s Center 
at Brazosport College, please call (979) 230-3463. To learn more about 
Brazosport College, call (979) 230-3000.

That holiday feast may harm your pets
By Seattle Times staff
The Seattle Times (TNS)

Overindulging in a holiday family 
feast can be unhealthy for humans, 
but even worse for pets, according 
to the American Veterinary Medical 
Association. Fatty foods are hard 
for animals to digest. Poultry bones 
can damage your pet’s digestive 
tract, and holiday sweets can con-
tain ingredients that are poisonous 
to pets.

Here are some things the 
veterinary group recommends 
pet owners keep in mind for the 
holidays:

 Keep the feast on the table 
— not under it. Eating turkey or 
turkey skin — sometimes even 
a small amount — can cause a 
life-threatening condition known as 
pancreatitis. Fatty foods are hard 
for animals to digest, and many 

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

There are a lot of Santa Claus 
stories floating around this time 
of the year, so I hopped on the 
Internet machine to find a few 
that may be of interest.

Warning: Children of young 
age who are anxiously awaiting 
Santa this year should not read 
this column. It is meant solely for 
the consump-
tion of a 
somewhat 
older crowd.

There are 
said to be 
four stages 
of Santa in 
the civilized 
world: 1) You 
believe in Santa; 2) you don’t 
believe in Santa; 3) you are 
Santa; 4) you look like Santa.

This column is intended for 
Stage 2 and above. So, all you 
pre-teens, please stop reading 
right now and turn to the comics 
and puzzles. I’ll wait.

Shocking news from New York 
City, if there is actually anything 
shocking there. Cops handed 
out 100 summons and made five 
arrests at SantaCon annual activ-
ities there, which was apparently 
a too-jolly event.

Cops charged one reveler with 
assault, one with a weapon pos-
session and three with posses-
sion of drugs.

One Santa was hospitalized 
after being decked by another 
Santa because the first Santa 
threw a garbage can at him. (The 
second Santa said he got mad 
when the first Santa called him 
fat.)

This is definitely not setting a 
very good example for our chil-
dren, all these Santa wannabees 
behaving in such a manner. But 

RAMBLINGS
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QUIET, DEAR! MOMMY’S TALKING TO THE OFFICER: After a 
woman nearly collided with an off-duty police officer’s car in Asheboro, 
N.C., the cop pulled her over and asked her if she had been drinking. 
She said, “No,” and her 7-year-old daughter piped up with: “Yes you 
have, mom.” 

AND IT WENT REALLY WELL: A somewhat intoxicated couple 
started a public display of affection while on a packed commuter train 
from London to Chelmsford. England. But it didn’t stop where common 
sense and decency dictate. They made everyone uncomfortable as they 
went beyond what the law allows in public. They told arresting officers 
they were on a first date.

AH, BACK AGAIN I SEE: A burglar stole a lottery ticket dispenser 
from a liquor store in Esto, Fla., at 1 o’clock in the morning. State officials 
voided the tickets as soon as the theft was reported, and the man was 
arrested when he went back to the very same liquor store a few hours 
later and tried to cash one of them.

ABSOLUTELY! WHEN CAN WE MEET? A man, seeking to sell 
some cocaine, accidentally texted the captain of Florida’s Martin County 
Sheriff’s Narcotics Unit. The captain texted back that he was, indeed, 
very interested in such a deal.

 STUFFED LIKE A HOLIDAY TURKEY:  A shoplifter tried to steal 19 
cans of Vienna sausages, five cans of Spam, four bags of peanuts and 
two bottles of Smirnoff vodka from a truck stop in Fort Pierce, Fla., by 
stuffing the goods down his pants leg.

SOME THINGS ARE BETTER LEFT UNSAID: A man was riding a 
stolen bicycle through downtown Darwin, Australia when a passer-by 
said, “Nice bike.” The thief replied, “Thanks. I stole it.” The pedestrian 
immediately called the cops.

SO, WHAT WAS HE DOING OUT THERE ANYWAY, MA’AM? A man 
was spending a little time with his mistress in her seventh-floor apartment 
in Shishi, China, when her husband returned unexpectedly from a busi-
ness trip. The guy scrambled out the window onto a ledge where he had 
to spend the night until the husband left for work the next morning. As 
soon as he left, the woman called the fire department to rescue her lover.

HEH, HEH, WE’LL NEVER GET CAUGHT: A teenager in a car with 
two of his nitwit buddies used a slingshot to fire a rock through the 
window of another vehicle stopped at an intersection in Phoenix. But a 
woman in that vehicle whipped out her phone and took a picture of the 
other car’s license plate as they sped away. Arrests resulted.

I’LL JUST REACH OVER AND … SPLASH! A man dropped his 
smartphone while driving in Hangzhou, China, and tried to retrieve it 
while pulling over, but accidentally drove his BMW into a lake.

DRIVERS WANTED
Drivers, Class-A:  We’re Growing!
100% Employer PAID Group Health 
Insurance!
Hazmat-Tank End a Plus$$!
www.getmehomedispatcher.com
Call Tony:  855-582-4456

PARIS — When a French nursery 
school teacher said he had been 
stabbed  by a man claiming to be 
acting in the name of Islamic State, 
authorities here reacted swiftly.

Police and government officials 
raced to the scene; classes were 
suspended and heightened security 
measures promised.

Now the entire incident appears 
to have been a fabrication.

In the evening, the Paris prose-
cutor’s office announced that the 
teacher had admitted he invented 
the attack.

The incident came at a particu-
larly sensitive time in France, which 
is still reeling from a deadly assault 
by Islamic State extremists last 
month. The country has been under 
a state of emergency since gunmen 
attacked restaurants and cafes, a 
soccer stadium and a packed con-
cert hall in Paris on Nov. 13.
—Los Angeles Times

French teacher lied about ISIS attackVW details why cheating software was installed
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Volkswagen has new details  
about how and why it cheated on 
U.S. emissions tests — and dis-
closed that it failed to fix the cars 
even after devising a repair.

VW Chairman Hans Dieter 
Poetsch described “a whole chain 
of mistakes” that led to installation 
of deceptive software in millions of 
cars worldwide.

Poetsch said he believes the 

software — which detected testing 
conditions and changed engine 
performance to hide pollution 
— was the work of a small number 
of employees.

Amid the launch of a major diesel 
campaign in the U.S., company 
engineers were unable to find a 
way to meet the nation’s tougher 
limits on nitrogen oxide emissions 
within the budget and deadline the 
automaker had given them.

So they devised the cheating 
software.

Later, when an effective techni-
cal solution to reduce nitrogen 
oxide was available, it was not 
used, “apparently in the mistaken 
interest of customers,” he said.

The scandal broke in Septem-
ber with announcements from 
federal and California regulators 
and affects more than 11 million 
vehicles worldwide.
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Why not try advertising 
in The Bulletin? If you are 
running ads somewhere 
else, you are paying more. 
You have nothing to lose 
and perhaps a lot to gain. 
Call (979) 849-5407 today 
to place an ad and realize 
the savings. Send your 
group’s announcements to 
john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
We’ll spread the news.

Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Did you know?
• The average person can have 150 people in his or her social group; 

anything more is too much for an adult brain to process.
• Buying things with cash lights up the brain’s pain center, while buying 

things with credit cards does not.
• 98% of American women are larger than fashion models.
• Studies show that, after viewing scary movies, people feel stronger 

because they were able to handle it.
• Nearly one in five firearms on Earth is an AK-47.
• In China, 85% of people share the same 100 last names.

Q.  How might the 
Christmas season be 
different if Santa and his 
reindeer tried traveling at 
the speed of light, or even 
beyond?

A.  You’d think Santa really could 
do the job of reaching every house 
in one night, since travel time from 
the North Pole to even Key West 
would only be 1/40th of a second, 
says astronomer Bob Berman, 

author of “Zoom: How Everything 
Moves.”  

Unfortunately, going at even just 
under light speed would increase 
Santa’s mass, something he already 
worries about. In fact, he’d outweigh 
the entire galaxy, and so would each 
of the reindeer.

As for beyond light speed, phys-
ics says that’s impossible.  But if it 
were possible, causality would be 
reversed, and effect would precede 
cause. Thus, Santa would know if 
kids were “naughty or nice” even 
before they’d written their Christmas 
letters. That might give him an edge, 
when it came to prep time.

Santa has to move 1/1000 the 
speed of light to make his rounds, 
says Harvard astrophysicist Douglas 
Finkbeiner.  

Yet problems start at much lower 
speeds.  Above Mach 1 (1125 feet 
per second, or fps), sonic booms 
wake up the children.  By Mach 3 
(3376 fps), the reindeer get cooked.  
(Remember that light travels at 
186,000 miles per second!)  

Even ignoring the atmosphere, 
Santa’s suit becomes green due to 
Doppler shift, but not until 0.17c.  
Even closer to c, blueshift of the 
cosmic microwave background 
and any other ambient radiation 
becomes brighter than the Sun 
and evaporates the reindeer.  Poor 

reindeer.  
So there is no way for Santa to do 

this.  You need roughly 1000 Santas 
to keep them subsonic. :-)

Q.  Astronomically 
speaking, is there anything 
boldly new in store for the 
New Year?

A.  It’s quite possible, but far 
from certain, that 2016 will be the 
year when the first direct detection 
of gravitational waves is made by 
the “Advanced LIGO” telescopes 
(ALIGO) in Louisiana and Wash-
ington State running together, says 
astronomer Jonathan Grindlay of 
the  Harvard Smithsonian Center for 
Astrophysics.  

Einstein’s theory of General Rela-
tivity, which he published exactly a 
century ago, predicted gravitational 
waves, or “ripples” in space and 
time.  

We in the physics community 
have full confidence these waves 
exist, and the 1993 Nobel Prize in 
Physics went to two astronomers 
who made the first indirect detection 
by measuring the rate at which two 
neutron stars in close orbit around 
each other were spiraling together, 
finding it could be explained accu-
rately by the emission of gravita-
tional waves.

But this was not direct detection 
of the waves themselves.  Every-
thing measured in astronomy thus 
far has come from detection of 
electromagnetic waves, from radio 
to optical to X-rays to Gamma rays.  

Findings from ALIGO may well 
open a new window of gravitational 
wave astrophysics and on the 
Universe of extreme phenomena, 
such as neutron stars or black holes 
spiralling into each other.  Stay 
tuned.
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Was Jesus really white, blond, and blue-eyed, or darker? Scientists still trying to solve mystery
By Lisa Gutierrez
The Kansas City Star (TNS)

Was he blond like Brad Pitt? Was 
he black like Kanye “Yeezus” West?

Just what did Jesus Christ look 
like?

No one knows. But news of a 
recent attempt to answer that ques-
tion has resurfaced in these days 
leading up to the celebration of his 
birth.

In case you missed it, British 
scientists and Israeli archeolo-
gists earlier this year used forensic 
anthropology, the kind typically used 
to solve crimes, to recreate what 
was described as the most accurate 
image of the most famous face in 
history.

Their Jesus has dark short hair, a 
mustache and beard.

It looks nothing like a Eurocentric 
Jesus.

It looks nothing like “The Head of 
Christ,” one of the most recogniz-
able images of Jesus painted by 
Christian artist Warner Sallman in 
1940 and reproduced hundreds of 
millions of times on greeting cards 
and prayer cards alike.

Sallman’s iconic Jesus is white, 
blond and blue-eyed as opposed 
to modern-day depictions showing 
Jesus with darker skin, darker hair, 
darker eyes — truer to the people of 
his day.

“Given the profound effect he has 
had on human history, it’s under-
standable that there would be so 
much curiosity around the face of 
the man who has billions of follow-
ers worldwide,” Discovery News 
noted on Monday.

“Artistic portrayals of Jesus have 
seemingly come to a consensus, 
though the image of Jesus has 

changed over the centuries.”
It’s not just Jesus’ skin tone that 

has changed. Historically, Jesus 
has had a number of hairstyles, too 
— long and flowing in Byzantine 
icons, short and curly in this latest 
incarnation.

Jesus has a beard, or he is 
beardless.

Jesus has blue eyes. He has 
brown eyes.

Jesus smiles. He is stern-faced.
In May, Italian police released 

a photo of what they said Jesus 
looked like as a young boy, an 
image created using the Shroud of 
Turin and computer forensics. Brit-
ish media reported that the police 
employed the same forensic tech-
niques used to catch Mafia bosses.

It’s not as if the Bible offers clues 
to what Jesus looked like, with refer-
ences to his physical appearance 

largely nonexistent, vague at best.
“Jesus is the best-known figure of 

history, but in many ways he is also 
the least known,” writes D. Moody 
Smith, professor emeritus of New 
Testament at Duke University Divin-

ity School.
“But the New Testament Gospels 

contain no reference to Jesus’ 
appearance, much less a descrip-
tion of him. We don’t know what he 
looked like,” he said.
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(This column was prepared by the Social Security Administration. For fast answers 
to specific Social Security questions, contact Social Security toll-free at 800-772-
1213 or visit www.socialsecurity.gov.)

Explaining different disability documents
SOCIAL SECURITY Q&A

Q: What is the difference between the disability application and the 
disability report? Do I have to complete both?

A: A disability application is a claim for Social Security disability ben-
efits. A disability report provides information about your current physical 
or mental condition that we need to process your disability application. To 
establish a claim for disability benefits, you need to file a disability applica-
tion, submit a disability report and provide an authorization to release 
medical records. The best place to start is at www.socialsecurity.gov/
applyfordisability

Q: I’ve been turned down for disability benefits. How do I appeal?
A: When we make a decision on your application, we will send you a 

letter explaining our decision. If you do not agree with our decision, you 
can appeal. Appealing means you can ask us to look at your case again. 
You must appeal within 60 days from the date you got our decision letter. 
You can:

— File a disability appeal online at www.socialsecurity.gov/disability/
appeal

— Visit your local Social Security office.



Tickets are $35 for adults, $30 
for seniors, Brazosport College 
employees and BC Former Student 
Association members and $10 for 
students and children.

Born and raised in Sugar Land, 
Stritch breathes new life into the 

Great Ameri-
can Songbook, 
all the while 
bringing an 
easy sense 
of humor and 
showmanship 
to his perfor-
mances.

He got his 
start at age 12, 

playing piano at his church. Word 
spread about the child prodigy, and 
the local country club hired him for 
a four-year weekly gig in the piano 
bar. The dreaded requests came 
in droves, prompting him to  learn 
all the requisite standards, which 
would subsequently fill his tip bowl. 
Inspiration came from jazz greats 
like Oscar Peterson and George 
Shearing, but his older sister’s love 
for Elton John and Billy Joel opened 
up a new world of pop music, which 
informs his playing to this day. After 
being turned on to singers like Mel 
Torme, Ella Fitzgerald, Mark Murphy 
and Carmen McRae, Stritch started 
to find his own voice to use in con-
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Let young couple who now 
reject God see Christ in you

My Answer by Billy Graham

Look for us on 
Facebook

Tribune Media Services 

Q: A young couple just moved into an apartment near us. We invited 
them to our church, but they said they aren’t interested in religion and 
prefer to keep their weekends free. How do you get through to people like 
this? - Mrs. M.R.

  A: I’m thankful you’re concerned about this couple, and that you want 
to help them build their lives on a solid foundation of faith. Many young 
people today are just like they are - morally and spiritually adrift, and yet 
not even aware of it. The Bible warns us against being “lovers of pleasure 
rather than lovers of God” (2 Timothy 3:4).

  Although they’ve rebuffed your invitation to attend church, go out of 
your way to be friendly and interested in them (without appearing nosy 
or overbearing). Ask God to give you a genuine love for them, and to be 
the best friends you can possibly be. Do others see Christ in you - in your 
love, your patience, your peace, your joy, your helpfulness? Our most 
effective witness often isn’t what we say, but what we are and what we 
do. The Bible says, “Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders.... Let 
your conversation be always full of grace” (Colossians 4:5-6).

  The most important thing you can do for this couple, however, is to 
pray for them. Only God can open their eyes to His truth, and only God 
can show them the emptiness of their lives and draw them to Christ. The 
Bible says, “The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective” 
(James 5:16).

  The greatest gift we can ever offer someone is the same gift God has 
given us - the gift of His Son, Jesus Christ. Ask God to make you a “gift-
bearer” to those around you. “Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!” 
(2 Corinthians 9:15).

The United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) has designated 
Brazoria County family farmers, 
impacted by the severe storms on 
Oct. 31, eligible for Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) emergency loan 
assistance. 

Brazoria County family farmers 
can now be considered for low-inter-
est emergency loans from the FSA, 
provided eligibility requirements are 
met. FSA will consider each loan 
application on its own merits, taking 
into account the extent of losses, 
security available, and repayment 
ability. 

These emergency loans will 
be received through July 25 
for farm production and physi-
cal losses. For more information 
about emergency loan assistance 
go to www.fsa.usda.gov<http:
//www.fsa.usda.gov>

Storm damaged farms 
now eligible for loans

Renowned jazz musician and Sugar Land native Billy Stritch to appear at The Clarion on Jan. 16
Billy Stritch, an award-winning 

composer, arranger, vocalist and 
jazz pianist of extraordinary range 
and sophistication, will be visiting 
The Clarion at Brazosport College 
on Jan. 16, at 7:30 p.m.

The Brazosport Jazz Orchestra 

will be joining Stritch on the Clarion 
stage. The show is sponsored by 
Edward Jones and Port Freeport.

Advance tickets are available at 
The Clarion Box Office by call-
ing (979) 230-3156 or online at 
www.brazosport.edu/clarion.

junction with the piano mastery.
Years later, he was playing at 

a piano bar when Liza Minnelli 
stopped in, listened and immedi-
ately hired him to arrange for her 
“Steppin’ Out At Radio City” extrava-
ganza. This led to international per-
formances on stage at The Palais 
de Congres in Paris, The Municipale 
in Rio de Janeiro, The Russiya in 
Moscow, NHK Hall in Tokyo and The 
Royal Albert Hall in London.

As a composer, Stritch and 
Nashville writer Sandy Knox penned 

the 1994 Grammy Award-winning 
country song, “Does He Love You?,” 
recorded by Reba McEntire and 
Linda Davis, which has sold more 
than four million copies nationwide.

Among Stritch’s television 
appearances are the “Rosie 
O’Donnell Show,” “CBS This Morn-
ing,” “Sondheim: A Celebration at 
Carnegie Hall,” “The Today Show,” 
“The Charlie Rose Show” and “The 
Oprah Winfrey Show.” He was also 
guest conductor for “The Rosie 
O’Donnell Show.”

Billy Stritch
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Faith and Nevaeh Mays visit with Santa Claus during Alvin Community College’s Breakfast with Santa on Dec. 5.

Merry 
Christmas

from
The Bulletin
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foods that are healthy for people 
are poisonous to pets — including 
onions, raisins and grapes. If you 
want to share a Thanksgiving treat 
with your pet, make or buy a treat 
that is made just for pets.

— No pie or other desserts for 
your pooch. Chocolate can be harm-
ful for pets, even though many dogs 

(Continued from Page 1)

That holiday feast may be delicious to you, but a lot of the food items could harm your pets
find it tempting and will sniff it out 
and eat it. The artificial sweetener 
called xylitol — commonly used in 
gum and sugar-free baked goods 
— also can be deadly if consumed 
by dogs or cats.

— Yeast dough can cause prob-
lems for pets, including painful gas 
and potentially dangerous bloating.

— Put the trash away where your 

pets can’t find it. A turkey carcass 
sitting out on the carving table, or 
left in a trash container that is open 
or easily opened, could be deadly 
to your family pet. Dispose of turkey 
carcasses and bones — and any-
thing used to wrap or tie the meat, 
such as strings, bags and packag-
ing - in a covered, tightly secured 
trash bag placed in a closed trash 

container outdoors (or behind a 
closed, locked door).

— Be careful with decorative 
plants. Don’t forget that some flow-
ers and festive plants can be toxic 
to pets. These include amaryllis, 
Baby’s Breath, Sweet William, some 
ferns, hydrangeas and more. The 
ASPCA offers lists of plants that are 
toxic to both dogs and cats, but the 
safest route is simply to keep your 
pets away from all plants and table 
decorations.

— Quick action can save lives. 
If you think your pet has been 
poisoned or has eaten something it 
shouldn’t have, call your veterinar-
ian or local veterinary emergency 
clinic immediately. You may also 
want to call the ASPCA Poison 
Control Hotline: 888-426-4435.

Signs of pet distress include: 
sudden changes in behavior, 
depression, pain, vomiting or diar-
rhea. Contact your veterinarian 
immediately.

NORAD plans to track Santa’s sleigh
Peterson Air Force Base, Colo. NORAD (the North American Aerospace 

Defense Command) has been celebrating Santa’s Yuletide trek for 60 years. 
Families can join in the global countdown for sleigh departure and the epic 
journey via a website and numerous apps and social media channels. New 
on the website this year is the opportunity to visit NORAD headquarters in 
the North Pole Village, from which you can witness Santa’s flight prepara-
tions via the Santa Cam.
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McKinzie Caballero, of Iowa Colony, front, and Grace Tompkins, of 
Alvin, slide down a hill at the ACC Lab School Snow Day on Dec. 11.

Snow Day at Alvin Community College

Santa Claus was asking a few questions before making his decisions at 
the Brazosport College Library recently.

Collegiate
Santa

Santa Claus, Ind. ready for holidays
Where better than Santa Claus, Ind., to hang with the big guy in the red 

suit or chat with an elf? Roast chestnuts on an open fire and take in the 
pet parade, an arts and crafts show and holiday lights galore.

In this folksy town with a fanciful name, you can wander down Jingle 
Bell and Candy Cane lanes and visit the Christmas museum. 

Check out the wood carvings and the historic church. Contact: 
santaclausin.org

whychristmas.com
The name ‘Christmas’ comes 

from the Mass of Christ (or Jesus). 
A Mass service (which is sometimes 
called Communion or Eucharist) 
is where Christians remember that 
Jesus died for us and then came 
back to life. The ‘Christ-Mass’ 
service was the only one that was 
allowed to take place after sunset 
(and before sunrise the next day), 
so people had it at midnight! So we 
get the name Christ-Mass, short-
ened to Christmas.

The Christ-Mass

whychristmas.com
No one knows the real birthday of 

Jesus. No date is given in the Bible, 
so why do we celebrate it on Dec. 
25th? The early Christians had many 
arguments as to when it should be 
celebrated. Also, the birth of Jesus 
probably didn’t happen in the year 
1AD but slightly earlier, somewhere 
between 2BC and 7BC (there isn’t 
a 0AD - the years go from 1BC to 
1AD).

The first recorded date of Christ-
mas being celebrated on Dec. 25 
was in 336AD, during the time of the 
Roman Emperor Constantine (the 
first Christian Roman Emperor). A 
few years later, Pope Julius I offi-
cially declared that the birth of Jesus 
would be celebrated on Dec. 25.

Why Dec. 25?
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By Norman Winter
Tribune News Service (TNS)

When the holidays arrive, the 
plant that is on the top of everyone’s 
list besides the Christmas tree is 
the poinsettia. It was 190 years ago 
in 1825 that the first Ambassador 
to Mexico, Joel Roberts Poinsett, 
introduced the plant to the United 
States.

The colorful parts of a poinsettia 
are actually modified leaves known 
as bracts. The true flowers are the 
small, yellow buttons in the centers 
of the bracts. The traditional color 
may be red, but colors and variet-
ies today have reached staggering 
numbers.

 Though I have been in the 
green industry a lot of years, I am 

still awestruck when I walk into a 
greenhouse full of poinsettias. This 
recently happened as I was visit-
ing with a local producer close to 
sunset, and a house full of the Early 
Glory poinsettias produced that 
Kodak Moment.

The variety Early Glory is most 
likely unfamiliar to you. You are 
probably unaware that there are 
even different named varieties. In 
fact, at one of the recent east coast 
poinsettia trials there were 212 
varieties listed.

When it comes to poinsettias 
I am like a kid in a candy store, 
I love them all. The Early Glory I 
mentioned immediately mesmerized 
me. Then in the next house it was 
Carousel Dark Red. This one is con-

sidered to be a novelty poinsettia, 
kind of like Winter Rose. Carousel 
has wavy to crinkled bracts borne 
on stiff sturdy branches. It is such a 
dazzler we elected to use this in our 
most prominent places of decora-
tion.

Monet was my favorite pink 
variety, then the light pink Visions of 
Grandeur came out, and I thought 
that was the prettiest poinsettia 
ever. Next, the Punch series caught 
my eye, and I said to myself, “I will 
always have to have Ice Punch,” 

with such a breathtaking variegation 
of red and white I thought it must be 
the perfect Christmas plant.

So you see the dilemma both for 
me and for greenhouse producers. 
There is just no way one could grow 
them all! 

Ambassador to Mexico Joel R. Poinsett brought back a plant that we now know as the poinsettia
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History of 
the World

By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Dec. 22: ON THIS DATE in 
1775, a Continental naval fleet 
was organized in Britain’s rebel-
lious American colonies. In 1990, 
Lech Walesa took the oath of 
office as Poland’s first elected 
president following the overthrow 
of communism.

Dec. 23: ON THIS DATE in 
1783, with the Revolutionary 
War won, George Washington 
resigned as commander in chief 
of the Army and returned to his 
home at Mount Vernon, Va. In 
1823, the poem “A Visit from St. 
Nicholas” by Clement C. Moore 
(it begins “T’was the night before 
Christmas”) was published in the 
Troy (N.Y.) Sentinel.

Dec. 24: ON THIS DATE in 
1851, fire devastated the Library 
of Congress in Washington, D.C., 
destroying about 35,000 volumes. 
In 1951, Gian Carlo Menotti’s 
“Amahl and the Night Visitors,” 
the first opera written for televi-
sion, was broadcast on NBC.

Dec. 25: ON THIS DATE 
in 1223, St. Francis of Assisi 
assembled one of the first Nativity 
scenes, in Greccio, Italy. In 1818, 
the classic Christmas carol “Silent 
Night” was performed for the first 
time at the Church of St. Nikolaus 
in Oberndorff, Austria.

Dec. 26: ON THIS DATE in 
1799, the late George Wash-
ington was eulogized by Col. 
Henry Lee as “first in war, first in 
peace and first in the hearts of his 
countrymen.”

Dec. 27: ON THIS DATE in 
1900, militant prohibitionist Carry 
Nation performed her first public 
smashing of a bar in Wichita, 
Kan. In 1979, Soviet forces 
seized control of Afghanistan.

Answer to last week’s ques-
tion: This week in 1832, Vice 
President John Calhoun resigned 
over policy differences with Presi-
dent Andrew Jackson.

This week’s question: In his 
1965 State of the Union address, 
President Lyndon Johnson 
unveiled his plans for an ambi-
tious social-services program. 
What did he call it?

Performance Contractors recently presented a $50,000 check to the 
Brazosport College Foundation in support of the College’s Crafts 
Academy Capital Campaign. Pictured are, from left, Dr. Millicent 
Valek, Brazosport College President; Matt Villere, Regional Manager, 
Performance Contractors; Sal Mellado, Training Coordinator, 
Performance Contractors; and Serena Andrews, Brazosport College 
Vice President, College Advancement.

Performance Contractors presents 
gift toward BC Crafts Academy

Man’s best friend for a long time: Dogs go back 33,000 years, study finds
By Deborah Netburn
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

The love affair between humans 
and dogs has been going on for 
thousands of years. But when and 
where dogs first branched off from 
wolves is the source of scientific 
debate.

Over the past decade, various 
groups have posited different loca-
tions as the birthplace of the dog, 

including Europe and the Middle 
East. 

After analyzing the whole genome 
sequences of 58 wolves and dogs 
from around the world, researchers 
say dogs first split from their wolf 
ancestors about 33,000 years ago 
in the southern part of East Asia. 

Dogs began to migrate out of that 
part of the world across Eurasia 
15,000 years ago, eventually 

making their way to Europe about 
10,000 years ago. The findings 
were published recently in the 
journal Cell Research.

Peter Savolainen, an evolutionary 
geneticist at the Royal Institute of 
Technology in Solna, Sweden, and 
co-author of the paper, has spent 
the past 15 years studying dog 
DNA, trying to discern the canine’s 
journey from aggressive and fearful 
wolf to man’s best friend. 

Whole genome sequences are 
much larger and more complex 
than what is found in mitochondrial 
DNA. Therefore, the researchers 
say, it can provide a more holistic 

approach to understanding the 
evolution of dogs. 

Once again, the data analysis 
suggested the same place of origin 
of dogs. Dogs from southern East 
Asia had more genetic information 
in common with wolves than with 
dogs from any other region in the 
world. They also had the largest 
genetic diversity. 

That does not mean that dogs 
became domesticated 33,000 years 
ago, however. And it’s possible that 
all dogs descended from a single 
group of wolves that split from other 
members of the species at that 
time.



Please let our 
advertisers know 
that you saw their 
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In an effort to support the 
development of tomorrow’s skilled 
workforce in Brazoria County, Chev-
ron Phillips Chemical Company LP 
(Chevron Phillips Chemical) has 

donated $30,000 to the Crafts Acad-
emy at Brazosport College. 

The contribution is part of a $1 
million donation by the Brazoria 
County Petrochemical Council 

Wayne McDowell, Plant Manager at Chevron Phillips Chemical – Sweeny 
Complex; Dr. Millicent Valek, President of Brazosport College; and Lisa 
LaBean, Chair of the Brazoria County Petrochemical Council.

CP Chem Awards $30K to college for Crafts Academy
(BCPC), a group of petrochemical 
companies with manufacturing or 
distribution sites in Brazoria County.

The donations will help fund the 
new and renovated facilities that will 
train and develop a skilled workforce 
for today and also provide for future 
needs within the community.

“We are proud to collaborate with 
Brazosport and BCPC to develop 
local workforce talent,” said Wayne 
McDowell, plant manager of Chev-
ron Phillips Chemical’s Sweeny 
plant. “It is important to raise 
awareness of the viable and reward-
ing career paths available in our 
industry, and to work closely with 
technical and community colleges to 
ensure that they have the resources 
to provide training required for these 
careers.”

A significant driver in expansion 
of the industry is shale resource 
development. According to Ameri-
can Chemistry Council’s (ACC) 
September 2015 report, 246 new 
chemical projects have been 
announced in the U.S., represent-
ing a total investment of more than 
$153 billion. These investments 
are expected to directly generate a 
total of 61,000 new chemical jobs 
by 2023. 

Chevron Phillips Chemical’s $6 
billion U.S. Gulf Coast Petrochemi-
cals Project is among those already 
announced. In Baytown, the com-
pany is building a 1.5 million metric 
tons per year ethane cracker, and 
in Brazoria County, the company is 
building two world-scale polyeth-
ylene units that will each produce 
500,000 metric tons of plastic resin 
per year. 

While there are currently more 
than 6,000 people working on both 
sites, the project is expected to 
support 10,000 engineering and 
construction jobs before it is com-
pleted and started up in 2017. The 
project will also create 400 long-
term permanent jobs.



Did you know?
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remember this: Just because they 
wore red Santa suits didn’t make 
them Santas. Anyone can buy one 
of those.

Here is something that should 
balance out the undesirable Santas.

There is a town in Alaska called 
North Pole, and it needed a mayor. 
Who would be the best candidate 
to represent this town with such a 
unique name? Why Santa Claus, of 
course.

Luckily, there lived a man in North 
Pole whose legal name was Santa 
Claus. His real name was actually 
Thomas O’Connor, but he went 
through the process of changing it 
legally to Santa Claus, because he 
was at Stage 4 of our four stages of 
Santa.

The good people of the North 
Pole got together on election day 
and wrote in his name on the ballot. 
And low and behold, Santa Claus 
won the election.

He campaigned on helping at-risk 
children, so he apparently is a pretty 
nice guy, not anything like those bad 
Santas in NYC.

But wait a minute. Here is a news 
story about St. Nicholas, who lived 
in Third Century Turkey, when he 
was a little younger and perhaps not 
all that good himself.

“An archaeologist who dug up his 
bones in 2005 found that Nicholas 

had a broken nose, perhaps a result 
of the persistent persecution of 
Christians around that time, said 
Adam C. English, author of “The 
Saint Who Would be Santa Claus, ‘” 
wrote CNN.

But according to legend, Nicho-
las went to a 325 Council of Bicea 
meeting and punched a heretic in 
the nose, and the heretic punched 
back.

He then calmed down and started 
giving gifts and protecting children. 
We all have some skeletons in our 
closets, so why should this be so 
surprising? He still made Bishop 
and was sainted, so all’s well that 
ends well.

More interesting Santa stories:
• Residents in North Pole, Alaska, 

can now put pot on their Christmas 
list, since marijuana is now legal in 
that state and the North Pole City 
Council has rejected a measure to 
ban dispensaries.

• In Detroit, a man dressed as 
Santa Claus shot two other guys 
after an argument over Santa’s 
girlfriend - Mrs. Claus? The victims 
are expected to recover. Santa was 
chased for several blocks before 
being apprehended right before he 
reached his sleigh – I mean car.

• A man dressed like an elf was 
found passed out behind the wheel 
of a car in the parking lot of Target in 
Riverdale, N.J. When officers woke 

him up, he was confused about his 
location and smelled of booze. He 
was arrested for DWI. It is unknown 
whether he called his boss to get 
bailed out.

• It looks like another Santa Claus 
may be on the naughty list this 
year: A man who played St. Nick 
at a Massachusetts mall has been 
barred from the shopping center 
after he was charged with groping 
an 18-year-old woman playing an 
elf. He was released on $1,000 
bond.

• Ho ho ... humbug? A mall in 
Maine has sacked Santa Claus after 
children and parents complained 
he was rude, grumpy, and wouldn’t 
even let one child sit on his lap.

Enough already about bad 
Santas.

• A Michigan mom’s Facebook 
post is taking the Internet by storm 
after she thanked Santa Claus 
for his kind words to her son with 
autism during their Dec. 4 visit to 
take holiday photos at the mall.

“I thought he did a wonderful job, 
and this man needs to be recog-
nized,” Naomi Johnson of Muske-
gon, Michigan told ABC News. “I 
have had so much positive reac-
tion, and people from families with 
children with autism thanking me 
sharing their story, giving them hope 
that they can take their children out 
and be accepted.

• At a British mall, a little girl sat in 
Santa’s lap, and her mom said that 
the child had a hard time talking. 
Santa asked if she could sign, which 
she could, and they started discuss-
ing what she wanted for Christmas.

The girl’s visit to Santa was her 
first, and the toddler’s mom wasn’t 
sure how it might turn out because 

of the language barrier.
“The little girl herself was over the 

moon. Her face lit up as she got off 
the stage,” said the mall manager. 
“It was really one of those special 
Christmas moments that captured 
everyone’s imagination.”

And, with that story, I wish all our 
readers a very Merry Christmas.

Christmas stories about Santa Claus reveal the good and bad about those who dress up like him
(Continued from Page 1)

• Although many believe the Friday after Thanksgiving is the busiest shop-
ping day of the year, it is not.  It is the 5th to 10th busiest day.  The Friday 
and Saturday before Christmas are the 2 busiest shopping days of the year.

• Charles Dickens’ first choice for Scrooge’s statement “Bah Hambug” was 
“Bah Christmas.”
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Parlor action
5 Dorm peer leaders: Abbr.
8 Lidless container
14 Palm that produces purple ber-
ries
15 CPR giver
16 Missouri River city
17 “You don’t look a day over 29,” 
probably
19 One may use a teleprompter

20 IM guffaw
21 Hustled
23 Points in math class
24 Didn’t come to pass
28 Chorus for the villain
29 “Dang!”
30 Fellow
31 Drink with sushi
32 Cow or sow
35 Flooring phrase
40 Promos

41 General organization?
42 Tetra holder
43 Reining word
44 “Given the circumstances ...”
47 So as not to be noticed
51 Stories of the ages
52 Invalidate
53 Vacation destination
56 Wanted badly
59 Device for exposing the end of 
17-, 24-, 35- or 47-Across
61 __ Pie
62 Great Basin native
63 Orkin victim
64 Pull out of the water
65 TD’s half-dozen
66 Gorillas, e.g.

DOWN
1 Go through a lot of tissues
2 Tunnel effect
3 Help from behind
4 Gather dust
5 “I can __”
6 __ curiae: friend of the court
7 Tough to climb
8 Nav. noncom
9 Word before base or ball
10 Kingdoms
11 Skywalker associate, familiarly
12 Monastic garment
13 Inducing the willies
18 Sea eagles
22 Kitchen dweller of song
25 Spanish 101 verb
26 Cook quickly, in a way
27 Half-note feature
28 Obey
30 Campus no.
31 Farm home
32 Unit between levels
33 Prince in “Frozen”
34 Large grazer
36 Cowardly Lion player
37 Bouncy pace
38 Missouri River city
39 Sundance Kid’s girlfriend
43 Boll eater
44 Actor Will of “The Lego Movie”
45 Many diner dishes
46 Not working
47 Stress-related ailment, possibly
48 Language on a longship
49 16th-century circumnavigator
50 Turn out
54 Prepare for a shot
55 Song and dance
57 Former Abbey Road Studios 
owner
58 “GoodFellas” boss
60 IRA suggester
(c)2015 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
RED  TAN  TEAL  BLUE  GRAY  BEIGE  WHITE  GREEN  CRIMSON
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: KNEEL  MIRTH  THROAT  PLENTY
Answer:  The circus hired the famous tightrope walker because he was -- TOP OF THE “LINE”

ARIES (March 21-April 19): You 
may sparkle and dazzle the gen-
eral public with your outgoing style. 
However, those who are in close 
connection may be quite busy and 
leave you feeling isolated.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 

You don’t need a sledge hammer 
to swat a fly. You may be so busy 
juggling a busy schedule that you 
are heavy-handed with loved ones. 
Count on partners to offer the sup-
port and inspiration in the last half 
of the week.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Your 
views on social issues can shift 
drastically in the week ahead. 
Someone may pressure you 
to adopt a more broadminded 
attitude. If you remember to be 
respectful and discreet you can 

mingle with dissenters without fear.
CANCER (June 21-July 22): 

Your tactics are deemed to be 
trustworthy. You might not always 
be able to get your way in the 
week ahead, but no one will doubt 
your sincerity. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): You 
know how to spin a tale. You 
could even share a whopper of a 
fish story in the upcoming week. 
Your exaggerations are unlikely to 
cause any serious problems unless 
you overestimate the health of your 
bank account.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): You 
may become a victim of the too 
much, too little, too late syndrome 
in the week ahead. Your gener-
ous instincts may send you off on 
a shopping spree only to find that 
what you want to buy is out of your 
price range.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Get 
back in the loop in the second 
half of the week. Responsibilities 
and necessity may put a damper 
on your social activities. The new 
people you meet this week might 
not be as charming as they seem.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Don’t burn a hole in your credit 
card in the week ahead. In the 

enthusiasm of the moment you 
might make promise you cannot 
fulfill. Hold off on purchases.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): You can ask for forgiveness, 
but don’t overdo it. You may end 
up like the famous Peter who cried 
wolf once too often. You might real-
ize that you can’t take anything or 
anyone for granted.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): Use your charm to instill trust. 
Those who are suspicious of your 
motives might be willing to listen 
to your ideas later in the week. 
You may overlook mistakes or be 
somewhat blind to your own social 
blunders.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
This is a good week for creative 
planning and networking. You can 
use foresight and wisdom to plan 
ahead, especially with your health, 
job or work. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Your reaction to someone’s 
surface insincerity can spoil your 
prospects. As this week unfolds 
you may realize that spur-of-the-
moment purchases are not the 
best idea. Work hard and don’t fall 
prey to doubts and fears.

(c) 2015 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

Bulletin  Horoscope
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