
By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

Many of you remember a very 
special Christmas along the Texas 
Gulf Coast, when presents took 
second place to what you saw when 
you woke up and looked outside.

In happened 
10 years ago, 
when the Gulf 
Coast was 
blanketed in 
snow. It was 
a miraculous 
event. My chil-
dren had never 
seen snow of 

any amount until they awoke on 
Christmas Day, 1994.

They jumped out of bed early to 
see what Santa brought and how 
we, the parents, supplemented 
Santa’s kindness. The supplements 
were usually the big hits of the 
day. Santa was great, but our kids 
cashed in with the supplements.

I can’t remember which one 
started screaming first about the 
snow, but soon enough, all three 
were putting on warm clothes and 
rushing outside.

Snow? Here? Maybe a few 
flurries, but real snow that actually 
hangs around for a while and lets 
you do things like build snowmen 
and have snowball fights?

Sure, there is that shaved ice stuff 
at festivals the kids love, and the 
snow soap bubbles are a good way 
of generating that Christmas spirit. 
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Cable nightmare
Comcast-style

By Peter Funt
Special to The Bulletin

A diverse group including 
concerned parents, sports fans 
and even the Writers Guild of 
America is fighting the proposed 
merger of media monoliths Time 
Warner and Comcast. The effort 
is spearheaded by the non-profit 
organization Public Knowledge, 
which claims the $45 billion 
merger would harm both the 
economy and our democracy. 

I tend to agree, although in a 
somewhat less hyperbolic way. 
I’m inclined to judge service 
industries by the most funda-
mental element of their exis-
tence: service. That’s why I’m 
compelled to share details of my 
encounter with Comcast the day 
before Thanksgiving. 

8:45 a.m. - Son Danny informs 
me that Georgetown University’s 
Thanksgiving eve basketball 

Trying to see a 
basketball game on 
an obscure channel 

can be difficult

It’s snowing 
inside Brazos Mall

White
Christmas

2004

See Photo information 
on Page 2

Well, it’s sort of snowing, as much 
as it’s going to snow this year any-
where around here.

The mall has installed snow-
making machines for the holidays 
in the hallway between Ross and 
Candy Craze. The soapy blizzard is 
scheduled hourly from 11 a.m. to 8 
p.m., each day.

So, between holiday shopping, get 
the kids all excited by letting them 
get snowed on. It’s not the real stuff 
like on the right, but it is as close as 
you’ll get to snow inside a mall.

For more information, call the mall 
at (979) 297-8002.
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       LEGAL NOTICE
Application has been made 

with the Texas Alcoholic Bev-
erage Commission for a Beer 
Retail Dealer’s On-Premise 
License (BE) by Rodney Lee 
Davis & Cynthia Baker Davis 
et al, operating as Fearshire 
Farms Beer Gardens to be 
located at 1100 S Walker, 
Angleton, Brazoria County, 
Texas.   Rodney Lee Davis & 
Cynthia Baker Davis et al part-
nership owners.

YEAH, I KNOW THIS GUY, OFFICER: A man who burglarized a tattoo 
parlor in Frederick, Md., was arrested after surveillance footage showed 
the distinctive tattoo on his left forearm that he had gotten at that same 
tattoo parlor a month earlier.

I THINK THAT CALL’S FOR ME, MA’AM: A woman, who is addicted 
to drugs, came to court to give evidence at a murder trial in Christchurch, 
New Zealand. Shortly after arriving, she stole a cell phone belonging to a 
court officer, and then, as she was testifying, it rang. The officer recog-
nized his distinctive ring tone.

IN ALL THE EXCITEMENT, I GOT CONFUSED: A man, who had 
marijuana in his car, found himself in a police chase in Cornelius, Ore., 
as officers sought to pull him over for a traffic violation. The cops saw him 
throw things out of his vehicle before he finally stopped. They subse-
quently found that what he had discarded was money, but failed to toss 
his five ounces of weed.

YES, IT’S MY CAR; WHY DO YOU ASK? A man carjacked a vehicle 
in New Haven, Conn., and then used it as a getaway car in a bank rob-
bery in Wallingford. His downfall came when he drove it to a meeting with 
his probation officer.

IT’S A PRODUCT SAFETY ISSUE! A 54-year-old woman called police 
in Enid, Okla., to report that she was smoking methamphetamine, and 
feared that it was laced with something. When an officer came to her 
home, she showed him the drugs and asked not to be arrested. She did 
not get her wish.

HEY GUYS, WHAT’S GOING ON HERE? Police arrested two men for 
drug possession at a home in Brighton, England, and were in the process 
of searching the place for more illegal substances when a young man 
showed up there with more drugs. So they arrested him, too.

DID YOU THINK YOU COULD IGNORE ME? An “extremely intoxi-
cated” woman in Tuttle, Okla., attacked her husband with a metal pipe 
because she believed that he had a relationship with another woman. 
Then she went outside and fell asleep in her Jeep. When she woke up, 
she drove rapidly through her yard and ran over one of her dogs.

I WAS KIDDING THE LAST TIME, TOO: An armed man with a ban-
dana covering his face stormed into the bar of a country club in Holiday, 
Fla., and announced a robbery. When he noticed a number of custom-
ers at the bar watching, he took off his mask and said that he was “just 
kidding.” He was arrested anyway. Also, it was the second time he tried to 
rob the place.

In the top photo, Stephanie Toth is building a snowman in front of her 
Angleton home. Below left is a photo sent in by a reader from Surfside 
Beach. To its right is an Angleton house with holiday yard decorations blan-
keted in snow. The photo on the bottom left was sent in by a reader in Alvin.

ON THE COVER

Health spending grew 3.6 percent in 2013, slowest pace on record, study concludes
By Noam N. Levey
Tribune Washington Bureau (TNS)

WASHINGTON — Health spend-
ing in the U.S. grew in 2013 at 
the slowest rate ever recorded, a 
new government study indicates, 
marking the extension of a historic 
slowdown in medical spending that 
began after the last recession.

Total spending on health care 
increased just 3.6 percent last year 
to $2.9 trillion, according to the 
study from independent analysts 

at the Department of Health and 
Human Services. That is down 
from 4.1 percent in 2012 and way 
down from 2002, when health 
spending increased by nearly 10 
percent.

The slowdown was driven in 
large part by sluggish economic 
growth, according to statisticians 
and economists who worked on 
the report, published in the journal 
Health Affairs.

But there is also some evidence 
that changes in the nation’s health 
care system, some brought on by 

the Affordable Care Act, are helping 
to restrain overall spending.

The health and human services 
agency each year analyzes how 
the nation spends money on 
health care. And though individual 
consumers may spend more or 
less annually as they switch insur-
ance plans or need medical care, 
the report provides an overview of 
how the complex national system is 
performing.

The slowdown in health spend-
ing appears to have delivered real 
benefits.

Slower growth in the Medicare 
program, which provides govern-
ment-subsidized insurance to some 
50 million seniors and disabled 
Americans, has relieved pressure 
on the federal budget. The 2010 
health care law and a subsequent 
budget deal worked out between 
the Obama administration and con-
gressional Republicans mandates 
cuts to medical providers serving 
Medicare.

At the same time, premiums for 
commercial health insurance plans 
are increasing more slowly on aver-
age than in previous years, studies 
indicate.

High-deductible health plans, 
which have lower premiums, 
are exploding in popularity. And 
provisions of the health law require 
insurers to limit their administrative 
costs and to submit proposed rate 
increases to more scrutiny from 
government regulators.

All these factors are probably 
contributing to the slowdown, the 
authors of the report conclude.

But the analysts note that health 
care spending historically has 
tracked overall economic growth in 
the aftermath of previous reces-
sions in the early 2000s and early 
1990s.

The recovery from the so-called 
Great Recession that ended in 
2009 has been relatively weak, with 
slow economic growth. That may 
be why increases in health spend-
ing have also been so modest, said 
Micah Hartman, the lead author of 
the new report

“The recent stability that we 
have seen in 2012 and 2013 is not 
something unexpected,” he said.

What is unclear is whether the 
slowdown will continue.

With millions of American gaining 
coverage this year through the 
federal health law, most analysts 
expect that overall health spending 
will increase in 2014.

Also unclear is whether consum-
ers will ultimately see more benefits 
from the restrained spending 
growth.
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Electrifying birds
Q.  How is it that a bird can rest 

safely on a 500,000 volt power line?
A.  The usual answer is that the 

bird’s body does not “complete” 
an electrical circuit between two 
different voltages (two different 
power lines, or a power line and the 
ground), so no current flows through 
it.  But after taking a nuanced look 
at the electrocution-avoidance 
exploits of birds, physicist Jose 
Redinz, writing in the “American 
Journal of Physics,” concluded that 
they actually do experience electri-
cal current flows.

First, there is the repeated 
charging and discharging of the 
bird’s body due to the power line’s 
regular voltage swings (50 or 60 
cycles per second), which happens 
even if the bird grips the wire with 
only one foot. But if the bird has 
both feet on the wire, then some 
of the current that would otherwise 
flow along the wire will instead flow 
up one foot, through the body, and 
out the other foot. For the high-
est-voltage lines operating around 
500,000 volts, Redinz estimates 
the total critter-current to be about 
one milliamp -- comparable to the 
level just perceptible by a human. 
The lower-voltage lines found in 
cities that operate around 10,000 

volts generate proportionally smaller 
currents.  Apparently, these currents 
are not noticed by birds -- or maybe 
they just like getting a little “buzz” 
on.

Numbers sometimes 
don’t tell the whole story

Q.  According to the National 
Cancer Institute, the highest rates of 
brain cancer in 2010 were found in 
Alaska, Wyoming, New Hampshire 
and Maine.  For the same year, the 
lowest rates were in Hawaii, New 
Mexico, Nevada and North Dakota.  
What might account for these vary-
ing rates?

A.  Do you see a pattern here?  
All the eight states have relatively 
small populations; indeed Nevada, 
the most populous of the group, 
ranks 35th out of the 50 states, says 
Jordan Ellenberg in “How Not to Be 
Wrong:  The Power of Mathematical 
Thinking.”  And herein lies the key:  
When you are measuring rates, 
small samples exhibit more statisti-
cal variability than large samples.  

For example, if you toss 10 coins 
all at the same time and tally up the 
number of heads, the probability of 
getting an unusual outcome -- say 
8 or more heads -- is about 1 in 20.  
But if you toss 100 coins instead, 
the probability of getting an unusual 

outcome of 80 or more heads is 
vanishingly small.  

So you can think of it this way:  
Brain cancer is a rare disease, and 
in a low-population state, there are 
not many cases per year.  Thus, 
suggests Ellenberg, due to random 
fluctuations, it is likely that small 
states will occupy both the top and 
bottom of a list of incidence rates.

Planet Earth broken 
down to 100 people

Q.  Under the category of “under-
standing the people of the world, 
without percentages,” picture 100 
people representing the world’s 
population.  Out of that number, how 
many people have cell phones?  
How many can access the Internet?  
How many speak English?  How 
many are age 14 or younger, or 65 
years or older?  How many identify 
themselves with one of the leading 
religions, or no religion at all?  How 
many can read and write?  How 
many have college degrees?  How 
many live in poverty?

A.  According to “The Best 
American Infographics, 2014,” 
edited by Gareth Cook, 75 out of 
every 100 people of the world have 
cell phones and 30 can access the 
Internet.  Only 5 speak English, 
with another 5 speaking Spanish; 
the largest number -- 12 -- speak 
Chinese.  A little over a quarter, 26, 
are 14 years of age or younger, 8 
are 65 or older. Only 12 identify with 
no religion, and of those remaining, 
33 are Christian, 22 Muslim.  83 out 
of every 100 can read and write, 
and a lucky 7 have college degrees.  
Sadly, almost one half -- 48 -- live 
on less than 2 U.S. dollars per day.

(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)

BEAUTIFUL 
1-ACRE 

HOMESITE
 Off CR 651 in 

Brazoria. $24,500, 
or make offer. 

(281) 796-4622

The Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration Committee (MLKCC) are currently 
accepting nominations for the 2015 Drum Major Award. 

This award is given to individuals who have demonstrated sacrificial 
service and leadership in achieving human dignity, racial equality, and racial 
harmony in Brazoria County.  

The deadline for nomination forms is Dec. 20. The award will be presented 
at the annual MLKCC banquet that will be held on Saturday, Jan. 17, at the 
Dow Academic Center-Brazosport College campus in Lake Jackson.

 You may view our web site at www.mlkcc.org for the nomination form and 
return online by the deadline date of Dec. 20 to awards@mlkcc.org or mail 
the paper copy form to MLKCC, P.O. Box 2681, Freeport,Texas 77541.

For further questions, you may contact Terry Gordon at (979) 849-0794.

MLKCC accepting Drum Major 
Award nominations
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But down this way, getting real snow 
on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day 
is not a good bet.

But for those of you who lived 
through it, the memories are 
imprinted in your minds. And the 
photos and videos you shot are 
proof forever that this indeed hap-
pened. It was not just a dream.

My little ones started jumping in 
the snow that blanketed everything. 
It made my old van look good again. 
It was a scene from Winter Won-
derland.

“This is the best present of all,” 
my daughter said.

I wish I would have known that 
this was going to happen. I could 
have saved a lot of money not 

buying all those extra gifts.
Of course, she was right. It could 

not be bought. It just had to happen. 
The Santa and parent presents just 
had to wait a little while longer while 
the kids enjoyed Mother Nature’s 
very special present.

They had 
snowball 
fights, built 
a snowman, 
laid down 
in the snow 
and made 
snow angels. 
But most of 
all, they saw 
and felt snow 
in the Gulf 
Coast, and it was Christmas.

The snowfall was the most sig-
nificant along the Texas Gulf Coast 
since 1895.

There were indications a week 
before that it may happen. A lot 
of us didn’t pay much attention 
to reports that conditions  were 
forming north of us that could bring 
snow of some sort to the coast.

According to the Internet 
machine, it was caused by a 
surface cyclone that formed in the 
western Gulf of Mexico on Dec. 24  
and moved eastward through the 
Gulf. 

Texas got the brunt of the snow, 

but the storm continued to deliver 
some snow to Louisiana and 
then paralleled the coast farther 
eastward before heading out to sea 
after passing through New England 
on Dec. 27, 1994.

It’s amaz-
ing how much 
information 
the Internet 
machine comes 
up with so 
quickly.

People in the 
northeastern 
states, espe-
cially in New 
England, didn’t 
react like we 

did. They get snow all the time. 
That’s where people go skiing. This 
is where people come to escape 
the cold and go to the beach.

Victoria recorded 13 inches of 
snow that day, which would be 
a significant amount even for up 
north. We all got plenty, though. 
Even Brownsville received 1.5 
inches,  the first measurable snow-
fall there in 105 years.

People sent in their photos to 
the newspapers to run, and we ran 
quite a few of them. We even set 
up a special Bulletin web page to 
commemorate the snow.

We still have it stored some-
where in the dark crevices of our 
server, and there is a good chance 
that it will pop up to commemorate 
the 10-year anniversary of the 
great snowfall along the Texas Gulf 
Coast.

Look for it at www. 
mybulletinnewspaper.com. We’ll 
also keep you posted on our Face-
book page.

(Continued from Page 1)

It was a special Texas Gulf Coast White Christmas in 2004, when deep snow blanketed the ground

Mother Nature’s 
Christmas gift to 

the area was quite 
a hit 10 years ago
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The Lake Jackson Imaging 
Center now offers a convenient loca-
tion for both imaging and lab needs.  
As a service of Brazosport Regional 
Health System, the Lake Jackson 
Imaging Center now offers on-site 
phlebotomy services that are con-
ducted using the highest standards 
of quality to ensure accurate results.

The Brazosport Regional Labora-
tory Services are accredited by 
the American Association of Blood 
Banks (AABB) and the College of 
American Pathology (CAP) and 
offers a wide range of laboratory 
services using state-of-the-art equip-
ment to provide rapid and accurate 
laboratory results. 

Any samples collected at Lake 
Jackson Imaging Center will be 
sent to the laboratory at Brazosport 
Regional to be analyzed.

Now as a one-stop shop, the Lake 
Jackson Imaging Center can provide 
imaging services such as X-Ray, 
MRI, CT, and Ultrasound as well as 
phlebotomy collection. 

The ultrasound services are 
accredited by the American College 
of Radiology.

 The dedicated team of technolo-
gists, phlebotomists, and board-
certified physicians work together 
to make sure each procedure is 
performed with the highest quality.

 Phlebotomists at Lake Jackson 
Imaging Center are highly trained 
and excel at specimen collection, 
blood collection, and customer 
service. X-rays and phlebotomy ser-
vices are available on a first-come, 
first- served walk-in basis, and 
patients in need of an MRI, CT, or 
Ultrasound should call Brazosport 
Regional Central Wide Scheduling 
at (979) 299-2888 for an appoint-
ment.

 The Lake Jackson Imaging 
Center is located at 217 Oak Drive 
South and is open Monday through 
Thursday 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. and 
Friday 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.  For infor-
mation,  please call (979) 297-2800.

Lake Jackson Imaging Center 
provides outpatient lab services

Shown are Linda Basden, Laboratory Services; Mandy Maldonado, Laboratory Services; Cayla Orchard, Patient 
Access; Sara Miller, Radiology Tech; Cathy Lum, Patient Access; and Tracy Marroquin, Radiology Tech
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Like any medical profession, 
respiratory therapists must be 
familiar with the techniques and 
equipment that they will encounter 
on the job.

The Alvin Community College 
Respiratory Care program con-
tinuously works to ensure that 
their instruction and materials are 
comparable to the workforce.

The college received approxi-
mately $25,000 for a MetaNeb 3.0 
unit from the Hill-Rom Inc., which 
is a medical supply company. The 
MetaNeb unit assists Respiratory 
Care staff with helping patients 
breathe deeper. It helps increase 
lung expansion and clears a 
patient’s airways.

“We are excited to have this unit 
for our program,” said Marby McKin-
ney, ACC Respiratory Care director 

of clinical education. “Now students 
will be able to utilize it before they 
see it on the job.”

Respiratory therapists work with 
patients of all ages, from premature 
babies with underdeveloped lungs 
to an elderly individual who may 
have been affected by disease, get 
the oxygen they desperately need to 
live. Therapists also provide patients 
the treatments and other resources 
to improve their quality of life.

In addition to increasing lung 
capacity and easing congestion, 
the MetaNeb unit also works as a 
source of supplemental oxygen for 
patients. This provides a vital source 
of therapy for patients with breath-
ing problems and conditions.

“This can also help prevent 
respiratory illnesses such as pneu-
monia,” said Tanya Kappes, ACC 

Respiratory Care instructor.
ACC has borrowed similar equip-

ment in the past but having its own 
unit will guarantee students an 
opportunity to become familiar.

“We can expose our students 
to the current technology that they 
will see in a professional setting,” 
McKinney said.

Respiratory care positions are in 
high demand according to the U.S. 
Labor Department. The agency 
projects that respiratory therapists 
will see an increase of 19 percent 
over the next 10 years.

The average median pay for a 
respiratory therapist is approxi-
mately $55,000.

To learn more about the 
program, call (281) 756-5610, 
or visit www.alvincollege.edu/
RespiratoryCare

ACC receives respiratory equipment through grant

Tech Q&A: Silencing Web ads that play automatically
By Steve Alexander
Star Tribune (Minneapolis) (TNS)

Q: What can I do about random 
audio advertisements that I’ve been 
receiving on my computer for sev-
eral months? At first, I just pressed 
the mute button. But then I began to 
worry that my PC was infected with 
malicious software. So I ran security 
programs from Malwarebytes, 
Kaspersky Lab and Norton, but they 
didn’t eliminate the ads. Has my PC 
been compromised in any way?

––Sherry Lampman, St. Paul
A: I doubt it. Because you’ve tried 

security programs without success, 
I think your problem is not malicious 
software but an unorthodox adver-
tising technique used by some of 
the websites you visit. The audio or 
video ads you hear are set to begin 
playing as soon as one of those 
Web pages loads in your browser.

While some might argue that 
this advertising strategy is no more 
invasive than a website print ad that 
pops up unannounced, I think audio 
and video ads that play automati-
cally are less acceptable. While you 
can click out of a print ad, it’s 
unclear to most people how to turn 

off an audio or video advertisement.
Why do some websites use this 

technique? Because some advertis-
ers request it, in the belief more 
people will listen to an auto-play ad 
than will voluntarily click on the ad 
to hear it.

Fortunately, you can change your 
browser settings to stop audio and 
video advertising from playing auto-
matically. To alter the settings in the 
Microsoft Internet Explorer, Google 
Chrome or Mozilla Firefox browsers, 
see tinyurl.com/l5vmbjp.

Fannie Mae, Freddie Mac to 
suspend evictions for holidays

By Alejandra Cancino
Chicago Tribune (TNS)

In what’s become a yearly tradi-
tion, Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac 
said recently they will suspend 
evictions at foreclosed single-
family properties during the holiday 
season.

People will be allowed to stay 
in foreclosed properties, including 
houses and condos, from Dec. 17 
through Jan. 2. But both companies 
said legal and administrative pro-
ceedings for evictions may continue 
during that period.

The moratorium will not affect 
foreclosure activities before or after 
those dates. Fannie Mae and Fred-
die Mac don’t originate mortgages. 
Lenders sell loans that meet specific 

criteria of the two agencies. In 
turn. Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac 
package the loans into securities 
and sell them to investors. Because 
the investments are guaranteed, 
an investor is still made whole if a 
homeowner defaults on a mortgage, 
and the agencies can force a lender 
that originated a mortgage that went 
bad to buy it back.

Did you know?
• Loneliness is processed in the 

same part of the brain as physical 
pain.

• The average dream only lasts 2 
to 3 seconds.

• In Ancient Greece, throwing an 
apple to a woman was considered a 
marriage proposal.
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Look for us on 
Facebook

See who is waiting for you at SPCA-BC

Come by the SPCA-BC Shelter at 141 Canna Ln., Lake Jackson, or we 
are at Brazos Mall, Petco and Petsmart every Saturday, to  visit with these 
pets and many of their friends. Kennel sponsorships are now available 
for large or small kennels. Why not have your company or family recog-
nized with a plaque to show you care? Call (979) 285-2340, ext. 100, or visit 
www.spcabc.org for details. Help control the pet population. Have your pet 
spayed or neutered. Come by the  SPCA-BC, and fill out an application today.

Air Force Airman Richard E. 
Hyde graduated from basic military 
training at Joint Base San Antonio-
Lackland, San Antonio. Hyde is the 
husband of Christina S. Hyde of 
Freeport. He is a 2007 graduate of 
Brazosport High School.

U.S. Air National Guard Airman 
1st Class Pedro J. Mora graduated 
from basic military training at Joint 
Base San Antonio-Lackland, San 
Antonio. Mora is the son of Allyson 
L. Doucet of Pearland, and Pedro 
D. Mora of Baton Rouge, La. He is 
a 2013 graduate of Glenda Dawson 
High School, Pearland.

Army Pvt. Nestor Z. Mendez has 
graduated from Basic Combat Train-
ing at Fort Benning, Ga. Mendez is 
the son of Jorge and Rosa Ramos 
of Freeport, and ward of Cristina 
Martinez of Oyster Creek. He is a 
2014 graduate of Brazosport High 
School.

Army Pvt. Dilan T. Martinez has 
graduated from Basic Combat Train-
ing at Fort Benning, Ga. Martinez is 
the son of Carrie and Rudy Martinez 
of Pearland, and son-in-law of 
Amber Robinson of Portland, Texas. 
He is a 2013 graduate of Pearland 
High School.

News from area men 
and women in the 

armed services

TexasWideOpenForVeterans.com encourages veterans to live, work and play in the Lone Star State
AUSTIN — Active members 

of the military and veterans who 
are considering where to begin 
their civilian lives can now access 
a new resource that reveals the 
many advantages and opportuni-
ties awaiting veterans choosing 
to make the Lone Star State their 
permanent home. 

TexasWideOpenForVeterans.
com is a newly launched website 
for veterans and their families with 
a one-stop opportunity to explore 
the many reasons for veterans to 
put down roots in the Lone Star 
State.

“We are pleased that veterans 
across the country will have this 
resource that will provide them a 
one-stop opportunity to discover 
the array of advantages that Texas 
offers the heroes who have given 
so much to our nation,” said Texas 

Workforce Commission Chairman 
Andres Alcantar. “The services 
we offer veterans along with job 
growth and quality of life make 
Texas a state second to none as a 
post-service destination.”

The new website is a joint 
project developed by the Texas 
Workforce Commission (TWC),  
the Texas Veterans Commission 
(TVC) and Texas.gov to help vet-
erans access the resources they 
need to help them decide if they 
want to put down roots and transi-
tion to civilian life in Texas.

“Our state has so much to 
offer,” said TWC Commissioner 
Representing Employers Hope 
Andrade. “With the highest job 
growth in the country, there are 
many opportunities for these 
veterans to find work in a variety 
of industries in Texas. We believe 

Texas is the best place to live, 
work and raise a family and we 
want to make sure our men and 
women in uniform know that we’d 
love for them to make Texas their 
home.”

The new site launch was 
announced at an event in Killeen, 
Texas, near Ft. Hood. State, mili-
tary, and community leaders came 
together to explore the site which 
provides information about how to 
connect with jobs and employers 
in Texas, training and education 
opportunities for veterans, and 
connections to a vast array of 
information about the opportuni-
ties for veterans to live, work and 
play in Texas. 

TexasWideOpenForVeterans.co
m will also reach veterans through 
social media campaigns. To learn 
more, follow @TXWOFV on Twit-
ter or like Texas Wide Open for 
Veterans on Facebook.

“The transition to civilian life can 
be unnerving for many veterans,” 
said TWC Commissioner Repre-
senting Labor Ronny Congleton. 
“This tool will guide veterans 
to the many resources that are 
available to them in Texas and the 
benefits they can expect to find if 
they choose to make that transi-
tion smooth one here in the Lone 
Star State.”

TexasWideOpenForVeterans.
com will also provide resources 

for employers who would like to 
connect with veterans for their 
hiring needs. The site is a tool for 
Texas employers who are looking 
to hire from this unique pool of 
talented, experienced job seekers. 
Among the many benefits of hiring 
veterans, the Work Opportunity 
Tax Credit allows employers to 
receive up to a $9,600 tax credit 
on federal business income or 
payroll tax benefits when they hire 
a qualifying veteran.
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Send your community news to john.bulletin@gmail.com. Send it in text 
form, and attach photos as you have them. We’ll fix them on our end.

game will be carried on an obscure 
channel called AXS. 

9:10 - I phone Comcast and learn 
that AXS is only available on the 
Digital Preferred package, which will 
cost me an extra $10 per month. 
I grudgingly accept an “instant” 
upgrade. 

11:50 - Still no sign of AXS on our 

TV. I phone again, fighting through 
endless menu options and inane 
music. 

12:30 - A supervisor explains that 
even with Digital Preferred I can’t 
view AXS because I don’t subscribe 
to HD, which is another $10 per 
month. 

12:35 - I grudgingly accept, 
only to be told that I’ll need an HD 

converter box, which I can pick 
up at the oxymoronically-named 
Customer Service Center, about 10 
miles away. 

1:15 - A clerk hands me the 
converter while disclosing that I will 
have to pay a $15 “Self Installation 
Fee.” I’m too stressed to ask why. 

2:20 - I self-install, and then dis-
cover I must phone (with menu and 

music) to activate the device. 
2:48 - The box won’t work. Seems 

Comcast wrongly registered it to the 
personal account of my assistant, 
Brian. 

3:25 - After a half-hour on hold, a 
supervisor shifts the registration to 
my account. 

3:40 - The box is activated and 
works - for all Digital Preferred 
channels except AXS. No one 
seems to know why. 

4:05 - The tech department 
discovers I have the “small HD 
converter box” that only gets certain 
channels. A larger box is an addi-
tional $10. 

4:07 - The tech guy checks the 
closing time of my local Service 
Center and happily reports that I 
have until 5 o’clock to pickup the 
bigger box. 

4:48 - I grudgingly arrive at the 
facility to find a note on the door: 
“Closing today at 4.” 

6:20 - Danny’s network of tech-
savvy college friends discovers a 
presumably unauthorized website 
that distributes the AXS signal for 
free, without Digital Preferred, with-

out a small box or a big box, without 
self-installation fees. Without any 
hassle. 

6:30 - We watch the Hoyas vic-
tory. 

Friday, 10 a.m. - I am unable to 
phone the local Comcast Service 
Center because they don’t permit 
customer calls. The national 800 
operator says if I care to speak with 
them I’ll have to drive over. 

10:45 - Brian goes and hands his 
cellphone to the clerk. I ask to speak 
with the manager and learn that “he 
was fired last week.” I ask to speak 
to someone in charge and am told 
that person “is on vacation.” Brian is 
handed the bigger converter box. 

The rest of my day is spent 
deliberating whether to keep or 
cancel my “improved” service. I also 
ponder the proposed cable merger, 
concluding that reduced competition 
will only make things worse. 

Cable customers put up with a lot, 
but at some point we hold a grudge. 

Peter Funt is a writer and speaker. His 
book, “Cautiously Optimistic,” is available at 
Amazon.com and CandidCamera.com.©2014 
Peter Funt.

Cable nightmare Comcast-style: Trying to see a basketball game on an obscure channel 
(Continued from Page 1)

Mobile takes screen time from TV, 
but consumers pay more for cable
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Mobile apps may be taking screen time from television, but consumers are 
still paying much more for TV.

The average American consumer pays 64 cents per hour of entertainment 
on cable TV, compared with 11 cents on mobile games, analytics firm Flurry 
reported in a study released Friday. That means Americans are paying about 
5.8 times more for one hour of cable. That number was about the same last 
year.

Although the average consumer paid only one-half cent more on mobile 
gaming between 2013 and 2014, time and money spent on mobile gaming 
is on the rise, Flurry’s chief executive, Simon Khalaf, said in the study. The 
market is expected to grow to about $4.2 billion this year from $3 billion last 
year, he said.

The number of mobile gamers in the U.S. is also on the rise, up from 94 
million in 2013 to 108 million in 2014, the study shows. The time consumers 
spent playing mobile games increased 12 percent this year, from about 50 
minutes in 2013 to nearly 56 minutes in 2014.

Although consumer dollars are slow to shift from television to apps, 
the increase in mobile gamers signals an opportunity for developers. App 
content — games, media and music — will likely command a higher price as 
they improve, Khalaf said.

“The good news for the mobile app industry is that, unlike the desktop 
Web, consumers are already paying for content, mostly in the form of in-app 
purchases and subscriptions,” he said. “And compared to cable television 
rates, there is room to grow.”
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The Alvin Community College Foundation raised funds for scholarships, 
college programs and staff development during the 15th annual Christmas 
Gala Stetsons and Stilettos on Dec. 2.

Donations were raised through live and silent auctions during the Gala. 
Some of the auction items included sports tickets, music memorabilia, food 
baskets,

The Foundation also collected $100 individual donations as part of the 
Adopt A Grant program for the Summer Children’s Theatre Festival, the 
Fresh Fruit For All Community Garden and a project to provide solar lighting 
on the Jogging Trail.

The Gala is the Foundation’s biggest fundraiser. and proceeds are used to 
establish several scholarships. which are awarded to future and current ACC 
students. Fifty percent of all proceeds go directly to student scholarships.

Other funds are used for the three Excellence Awards given every year to 
a professional employee, a faculty member and a technical support, clerical 
or maintenance employee. The Innovative Initiative Grants are awarded to 
staff members annually to encourage, facilitate, recognize and reward inno-
vative and creative approaches to fulfill the mission of the college

To learn more, visit www.alvincollege.edu/foundation, or to make a dona-
tion call (281) 756-3600.

ACC student Zach Davis, of Manvel, performs during the Foundation 
Christmas Gala on Dec. 2.

ACC Foundation raises funds 
during 15th Christmas Gala

The annual Christmas luncheon and silent auction was held at Bethel 
Presbyterian Church in East Columbia.  Vicki Ennis, retired Executive Direc-
tor of the Women’s Center of Brazoria County. was presented with a cer-
tificate of appreciation. Her dedication to issues of domestic violence, child 
abuse and health care has been exemplary. Pictured from left are: Regent 
Grace Collins, Vicki Ennis and Mary Ruth Rhodenbaugh.

DAR holds Christmas luncheon, honors Ennis Jobs and wages surge in November, raising 2015 expectations
November hiring smashed 

expectations and raised prospects 
for stronger-than-expected eco-
nomic growth in 2015, experts said 
after a solid jobs report from the 
government Friday.

Employers added 321,000 jobs 
in November, hourly earnings 
surged, and the unemployment 
rate held steady at 5.8 percent, 
the Labor Department said. Gains 

were spread across sectors and 
came in about 100,000 above most 
mainstream economic forecasts.

“An outstanding employment 
report this month that caps the 
improvement in real … growth we 
have seen in recent quarters,” said 
Scott Anderson, the chief economist 
for Bank of the West in San Fran-
cisco. “The report fits in well with 
our 3.1 percent growth outlook for 

the U.S. economy next year, but if 
job gains like these are sustained 
in the months ahead, our forecasts 
could prove too conservative.”

The Labor Department 
increased the preliminary Sep-
tember and October numbers by 
a combined 44,000. Over the past 
three months, hiring has averaged 
about 278,000 per month.

“Boom. Job reports are rarely 
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History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Dec. 15: ON THIS DATE in 
1791, the U.S. Bill of Rights was 
ratified when Virginia granted its 
approval. In 1877, Thomas Edison 
invented the phonograph. In 1939, 
the film “Gone with the Wind” pre-
miered in Atlanta, Georgia.

Dec. 16: ON THIS DATE in 
1773, men dressed as Indians 
raided British ships in Boston 
Harbor. They seized more than 300 
chests of tea and threw them into 
the water to protest British taxes. 
In 1951, the TV show “Dragnet” 
debuted on NBC.

Dec. 17: ON THIS DATE in 
1903, Orville Wright made the 
first successful manned, powered 
airplane flight on a beach near Kitty 
Hawk, N.C. In 1965, the Astrodome 
opened in Houston with a concert 
by Judy Garland along with the 
Supremes.

Dec. 18: ON THIS DATE in 
1892, Tchaikovsky’s “The Nut-
cracker Suite” premiered in St. 
Petersburg, Russia. In 1940, Nazi 
dictator Adolf Hitler signed a secret 
directive ordering preparations for 
a German invasion of the Soviet 
Union, which came the following 
June.

Dec. 19: ON THIS DATE in 
1887, bare-knuckle boxers Jake 

Kilrain and Jem Smith fought 
106 rounds to a draw. In 1998, 
President Clinton was impeached 
by the Republican-led House of 
Representatives for perjury and 
obstruction of justice. He was later 
acquitted by the Senate.

Dec. 20: ON THIS DATE in 
1860, South Carolina became 
the first state to secede from the 
Union. In 1879, Thomas Edison 
privately demonstrated his incan-
descent electric light at Menlo 
Park, N.J.

Dec. 21: ON THIS DATE in 
1620, Pilgrims aboard the May-
flower went ashore for the first time 
at present-day Plymouth, Massa-
chusetts. In 1991, all but one of the 
12 former Soviet republics formed 
the Commonwealth of Independent 
States.

Answer to last week’s ques-
tion: This week in 1969, the U.S. 
Air Force closed Project Blue 
Book, an investigation that con-
cluded there was no evidence that 
extraterrestrial spaceships were 
behind thousands of reported UFO 
sightings.

This week’s question: In 1968, 
a daughter of the president-elect 
married the grandson of a former 
president. Who were the presi-
dents, and what are the couple’s 
names?

Are genetically engineered foods good or bad for you? 
E - The Environmental Magazine

Proponents of genetic engineer-
ing (GE) — whereby DNA from 
unrelated species is combined to 
produce improved or novel organ-
isms — insist that the benefits of 
increased crop yields and less 
agricultural waste outweigh the 
potential risks, but many environ-
mental and public health advocates 
aren’t convinced. 

According to the Union of Con-
cerned Scientists (UCS), one risk of 
GE is that our new “frankencrops” 
could become invasive, toxic to 
wildlife, or dangerous in other as-
yet unknown ways.

 “But the most damaging impact 
of GE in agriculture so far is the 
phenomenon of pesticide resis-
tance,” reports UCS, adding that 
millions of acres of American 
farmland are infested by weeds that 

have become resistant to Monsan-
to’s popular herbicide glyphosate 
(known to most by its trade name 
Roundup).

 “Overuse of Monsanto’s 
‘Roundup Ready’ trait, which is 
engineered to tolerate the herbi-
cide, has promoted the acceler-
ated development of resistance in 
several weed species.”

As a result, farmers are now turn-
ing to older, more toxic herbicides 
— and agribusiness companies are 
responding in kind with new rounds 
of GE crops engineered to tolerate 
these older chemicals. UCS worries 
that the process repeating itself is 
only leading us down the path of 
plants evolving quickly to overcome 
our defenses however technically 
brilliant they may be.

As for health risks, UCS acknowl-
edges that eating refined products 

derived from GE crops is unlikely 
to cause health problems, but 
maintains that inserting a gene 
from one organism into another 
could still have unintended health 
consequences. 

For example, those with 
food-borne allergies could be at 
increased risk for reactions given 
the combination of genes in what 
looks like any other vegetable or 
piece of fruit. 

“This phenomenon was docu-
mented in 1996, as soybeans with a 
Brazil nut gene — added to improve 
their value as animal feed — pro-
duced an allergic response in test 
subjects with Brazil nut allergies,” 
reports UCS.

Given these risks, some 21 coun-
tries and the European Union (EU) 
have instituted policies requiring 
foods created with GE technology 
to be labeled as such so consumers 
can know what they are buying and 
putting into their mouths.

EU rules mandate that if any 
ingredient in a food has 0.9 percent 
or higher of genetically modified 
organisms, it must be marked 
accordingly on its packaging. 

Environmentalists in the U.S. 
would like to see the federal gov-
ernment put in place a similar policy 
— research from the non-profit Just 
Label It found nine in 10 Americans 
to be in favor of mandated GE 
labeling — but lobbying interests 
from agricultural states with a 
vested interest in selling more GE 
products still hold lots of sway over 
elected officials. 

So for now, Americans concerned 
about what’s in their food will need 
to do their own homework regarding 
what’s safe to put on their dinner 
tables.

Luckily some natural food  
retailers are making it easier for 
consumers intent on avoiding GE 
foods. Whole Foods, for one, is 
working toward full disclosure via 
labeling in regard to which of the 
foods on its store shelves contain 
GE ingredients. 

While Whole Foods may be a 
pioneer in this regard, environmen-
talists are hoping other U.S. grocery 
store chains will follow suit so that 
Americans can decide for them-
selves whether or not to take the 
risk of eating GE foods.
EarthTalk®

 Brazosport Health Foundation recognized its board members for their 
service to the Foundation and to the community.

Long-time Brazosport Health Foundation Board Member, Steve Pole-
menakos, was honored for his strong and dedicated service to the Foun-
dation and to Brazosport Regional Health System.  “We are recognizing 
an amazing man,” said George Franklin, Brazosport Health Foundation 
Board President, “Steve is a man who shares his time, talent and treasure 
with a big smile.” 

During Steve’s nine years on the board, the Foundation has grown with 
community and corporate donations.  Steve supports every fundraising 
event, annual giving campaign, and champions the services of the hospi-
tal to the community. 

The 2014 outgoing Executive Committee was also recognized for their 
service to Brazosport Health Foundation:  George Franklin, President; 
Rob Heckendorn, Vice President; Steph Sherrodd, Treasurer, and Joe 
Ripple, Secretary.

These four board members devoted their time and wisdom to the Foun-
dation.  “These business leaders are committed to our community hospital 
and the patients we serve in the Brazosport Region,” said Judith Pepper, 
Executive Director.  “Board service is a privilege and an honor, and all 
the Brazosport Health Foundation Board Members have truly lived up to 
those standards.  It has been a privilege and an honor to have served with 
them.”

Board members recognized for their 
service to Brazosport Health Foundation

George Franklin, left, shakes hands with Steve Polemenakos.

Shown are Steph Sherrod, George Franklin, and Rob Heckendorn.
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Going along with wrongdoing at work 
is never the right choice

My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Q: My boss is asking me to 
do something on a government 
contract that isn’t legal. I need 
my job, and as a Christian I’ve 
always been taught to be loyal, 
but this makes me uncomfort-
able. What should I do? - L.S.

A: Let me be clear on what you 
should NOT do: You shouldn’t give 
in to the pressure to do something 
wrong, even if your boss thinks 
he can get by with it. The Bible’s 
warning is clear: “Whoever walks 
in integrity walks securely, but 
whoever takes crooked paths will 
be found out” (Proverbs 10:9).

Realize also that if you give in 
this time, your boss will probably 
expect you to do so again in the 
future - and then it will be even 
harder for you to say no. And if you 
are a Christian, neither your boss 

nor your fellow workers will respect 
you or your faith if you agree to do 
something wrong. The Bible calls 
us to “live a life worthy of the Lord” 
so that we may “please him in every 
way” (Colossians 1:10).

What can you do? It won’t be 
easy, but you need to tell your boss 
that while you respect him and want 
to do your job well, you can’t do 
what he’s asking you to do in this 
case. Let him know that you aren’t 
disloyal or rebellious; in fact, you 
think it’s in the company’s best inter-
ests to be honest. Hopefully, he’ll 
back down, but if he won’t, you may 
have no choice but to resign.

I know this is a hard situation, and 
frankly it may get harder. But the 
Bible says God takes care of those 
who seek to do what’s right. Ask 
God to give you the courage to do 
what’s right - and also change your 
boss’s mind.

Moody Garden’s 3D theater switches to 4K laser projection
Moody Gardens visitors are now 

able to enjoy a state-of-the-art 3D 
viewing experience beginning later 
this year.

The Moody Gardens MG 3D 
Theater, featuring the largest screen 
in Texas, debuted the world’s first 
4K 3D giant screen 6-Primary laser 
projection system on Nov. 15. Audi-
ences will now see films on the new 

60 by 80 foot white screen nearly 
three and a half times brighter than 
normal theaters, with vibrant colors 
and new 3D glasses technology.

Along with the theater’s top-
of-the-line 11.1 surround sound 
system, this new laser projection 
further distinguishes the MG 3D 
Theater as one of the premier 
cinema venues, giving viewers 

the best viewing experience in the 
world.

“Everything we do is geared 
toward providing the best guest 
experience possible,” said John 
Zendt, president and CEO of Moody 
Gardens, who added the MG 3D 
Theater has always been at the 
forefront of technology. “We are 
very pleased to be able to offer our 
guests the very best theater-viewing 
experience available.”   

The new laser projection system 
is a collaborative project with 
Christie Digital Systems and D3D 
Cinema. D3D and Moody Gardens 
have co-hosted the annual Digital 
Cinema Symposium since 2011, 
debuting some of the top technol-
ogy advancements in cinema to the 
world.

 “This is the game-changing 
milestone the museum giant screen 
industry has longed to achieve 
for many years,” said Don Kempf, 
president and founder of D3D 
Cinema. “Moody Gardens’ audi-
ences will be the first in the world 
to have a 6P giant screen laser 
experience, unarguably the future 
of cinema presentation. The DCI 
and DIGSS-compliant Christie laser 
solution, coupled with 6P glasses 
technology, will be unparalleled in 
terms of image quality. 

“D3D has always been com-
mitted to designing first-rate giant 
screen solutions that are built on a 
more economically viable business 
model. It’s a great thrill to be able 
to achieve this goal AND be first to 
market with such a premium solu-
tion.”

The 6P laser projectors generate 
a proprietary mix of photoptically-
optimized light wavelengths for 
each eye directly from the source, 
in effect eliminating the need for a 
highly inefficient stage of filtering or 
polarizing the light as it leaves the 
projector. The Christie demos will 
use Dolby 3D glasses specifically 
engineered to exactly match the 
6 primary laser light wavelengths 
to yield nearly 90 percent light 
efficiency.

As the first 3D Theater in North 
America, the MG 3D Theater 
consistently offers some of the top 
educational films in the world daily, 
and has engaged and entertained 
guests since 1993. The screen is 
60 by 80 feet, making it the largest 
cinema screen in Texas.



Page 12  THE BULLETIN   December 16, 2014   (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

By Rick Armon
Akron Beacon Journal (TNS)

AKRON, Ohio — Frittering away hours on 
your smartphone playing games and using social 
media may seem like harmless fun.

But a new Kent State University study sug-
gests it’s actually making you more uptight and 
stressed out — not to mention it’s keeping you 
from other rewarding activities.

Kent State researchers studied the cellphone 
habits, personalities and daily leisure activities of 
more than 450 college students, concluding that 
many need to disconnect more frequently from 
their phones.

“It’s just so critical for parents to encourage 
and teach their kids to approach their free time 
a little more creatively,” said Andrew Lepp, co-
author of the study and an associate professor 
in Kent State’s College of Education, Health and 
Human Services.

He and fellow Kent State researchers Jian Li 
and Jacob Barkley and graduate student Saba 
Salehi-Esfahani determined that heavy cellphone 
users — those using their phones about 10 hours 
a day — don’t have much of a personality outside 
their phones, are more prone to boredom and 
don’t have the social skills to entertain them-
selves with other activities.

About 25 percent of the students averaged 
more than 10 hours on their phones.

Those individuals are missing out on other 
experiences, Lepp said.

The results mirror studies done in the 1970s 
and 1980s on people who watched too much 
television, Lepp said.

The Kent State study, published in the journal 
Computers in Human Behavior, follows simi-
lar university research released last year that 
showed college students who use their cell-
phones too much have lower grades and are 
more unhappy with their lives.

But some University of Akron students said 
their smartphones are handy while killing time 
between classes and useful for schoolwork.

“If I have free time, I always look at my phone 
because there’s so much stuff you can do on 
your phone,” Liz Merillat, 24, of Wooster, Ohio, 
said Tuesday inside the Polsky Building in down-
town Akron.

She added that she has no trouble unplugging 
from it.

UA student London Curry, 17, of Akron said it 
depends on the individual whether it’s a problem. 
He has noticed some friends tuning him out 
during conversations so they can check their 
phones.

“That’s when you can say you’re on the phone 
too much,” he said.

Heavy cell phone usage 
leads to uptight college 
students, study says
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Brazosport College’s Community 
Education program is currently 
registering for its GED, English as 
a Second Language (ESL) and 
Citizenship classes.

Better yet, the classes are free 
and are offered at a variety of loca-
tions around the area.

GED and ESL Classes are being 
offered at both the BC Main Campus 
and the Freeport CE Center, while 
GED courses are also being offered 
at two new sites at Columbia High 
School in West Columbia and the 
Marshall Center in Angleton. The 
spring 2015 Citizenship class is on 
Tuesday and Thursday evenings at 
the Freeport CE Center.

“We’ve have different locations in 
order to provide more options for our 
community,” said Grant Project Man-
ager Kay Brooks. “We want to make 
it as easy as possible for anyone 
wanting to take our classes.”

Actually, taking GED and ESL 
classes through Brazosport College 
is simple. Not only are the courses 
now offered at locations throughout 
southern Brazoria County, they also 
remain free of charge. The college’s 
Citizenship classes are also free.

GED classes do require a GED 
textbook and calculator, which are 
approximately $55.

Registration is taking place now 
and classes start on Jan. 12. One 
can register at the Community Edu-

cation Center on the Brazosport Col-
lege main campus or the Freeport 
CE Center at 211 E. Park Ave.

ESL classes are open to anyone 
18 years of age or older, and many 
of the instructors speak multiple 
languages. The ESL courses have 
six levels of progression, beginning 

with no experience in the English 
language.

For more information call the 
Community Education Center on the 
BC Main Campus at (979) 230-3600 
or the Freeport CE Center at (979) 
230-3597.

BC Community Education registering for free GED, ESL courses

Madison McGaughey, transfer admissions recruiter at East Texas Baptist 
University, speaks to interested high school students during Brazosport 
College’s recent College Night in the school’s Student Pavilion. East 
Texas Baptist University was one of 35 colleges and universities 
attending the event.

BC’s College Night offers options

 Brazosport College recently 
graduated the second group of 
students from its community-train-
ing Jumpstart program, with 26 
students completing the program 
with an emphasis on either pipefit-
ting or electrical work.

The fall semester Jumpstart pro-
gram graduated 13 pipefitters and 
13 electricians, with many gradu-
ates now working or interviewing 
for positions with local industries.

Students completing the 
Jumpstart pipefitting program 
include Ryan Bell, Joel Cruz, Albert 
Dehoyos, Paul Dilocker, Jose Dor-
becker, Robert Hall, Arturo Hernan-
dez, Jose Jimenez, Gary Johnson, 
TeAire Mack, Russbell Renteria, 
Natalie Rivera and Hunter Weath-
erford. Electrical graduates include 
Vernon Addison, Elrosha Alexan-
der, Christofer Arredonda, Miguel 
Cisneros, Phillip Contreras, April 
Davis, Billy Fugate, Allen LeMarie, 
Joe Muraira, Amie Pierce, Jeremy 

Soria, Donald Stewart and Jason 
Washington.

Applications are currently being 
accepted for the spring 2015 
session of the Jumpstart program, 
which is a free, nine-week training 
that provides skills to participants 
who want to be hired as entry-
level pipefitters, millwrights and 
electricians with local industry. The 
Spring Jumpstart session begins 
on Feb. 9.

Hosted by Brazosport College, 
the training program is free for 
students, with books, materials 
and tools provided. Participants 
must have a high school diploma 
or GED and must have a child 
at home under 18 years of age. 
The program is funded by a Texas 
Workforce Commission grant.

For full details or more informa-
tion, visit the Texas Workforce 
Solutions office in Lake Jackson, 
located at 491 This Way Street, or 
call 979.297.6400.

BC Jumpstart program graduates 
26 pipefitters and electricians

Average increase in college costs decline
Chicago Tribune (MCT)

Families remain justifiably con-
cerned about paying for college, but 
there may be cause for some relief, 
according to a new national report.

Though college tuition and fee 
prices still outpaced the rate of infla-
tion in the past year, the average 
increases were lower than those 
posted in the past five years, the 
past 10 years and the past 30 years, 
according to the report published 
Thursday by the College Board.

And education borrowing is down 
8 percent in one year, while borrow-
ing per student is down by 6 percent 
— a decrease one of the report’s 
co-authors said was “really notable.”

In its “Trends in College Pricing 
2014” report, the College Board, 
a not-for-profit organization that 
aims to expand access to higher 
education, said the average price for 
in-state students at four-year public 
schools increased 2.9 percent from 
2013-14 to 2014-15.

The increase was slightly higher 
— 3.3 percent — for out-of-state 
students at four-year public schools 
as well as for in-district students 
at two-year public colleges. In-
state students at four-year private 

colleges saw an increase of 3.7 
percent, on average.

The report may indicate a move 
away from the ballooning cost of 
higher education.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 In short supply
6 Basics for Dick and Jane
10 XT computers
14 Mandel of “America’s Got Talent”
15 Actress Lollobrigida
16 “La maja desnuda” artist
17 Primary artery
18 First name in advice
19 Baseball’s Hershiser
20 Amt.

21 Playskool’s Rocktivity products, 
e.g.
24 Mugs, e.g.
25 Old British coin
26 Clinic helper
31 Big concert setting
32 Gambler’s IOU
33 Lawyers’ org.
36 Peer pruriently at
37 Kermit’s color
39 Coffee-brewing choice

40 Boozer
41 High-fiber food
42 Longtime “Masterpiece Theater” 
host Alistair
43 Decree that spells things out
46 Nighttime shindig
49 TV warrior princess
50 One’s toughest critics, often, 
and, literally, three different words 
hidden in 21-, 26- and 43-Across
53 Internet letters
56 Uses a straw
57 Fairy tale start
58 D-Day beach
60 Promote big-time
61 Slangy turnarounds
62 Poe’s “ebony bird”
63 Tiny hill builders
64 Criteria: Abbr.
65 Trapped on a branch

Down
1 Cager-turned-rapper O’Neal, 
familiarly
2 Old grump
3 Haywire
4 “Picked” complaint
5 Olympians in red, white and blue
6 Andre of tennis
7 Netanyahu of Israel, familiarly
8 “Squawk on the Street” airer
9 “Huh?”
10 Outfielder’s cry
11 B in chemistry
12 “Poppycock!”
13 Doritos scoopful
22 “What can Brown do for you?” 
shipping co.
23 Manhattan’s __-Fontanne 
Theatre
24 Mr. Peanut prop
26 Vietnam neighbor
27 Golden Fleece vessel
28 Suspenders alternative
29 What a hound follows
30 With 53-Down, stadium fans’ 
rhythmic motion
33 Yankee infielder, to fans
34 Ride the Harley
35 Copycat
37 Heartrending
38 Scavenging pest
39 Cartoon explorer
41 Uncle Remus’s __ Fox
42 Monarch’s spouse
43 Tears (away) from
44 Superabundance
45 Maiden name intro
46 Slangy sibling
47 Bulb in a garden
48 Addition to the conversation
51 Attending to a task
52 Like some coffee or tea
53 See 30-Down
54 Roller coaster cry
55 Hand-held scanner
59 Vandalize
(c)2014 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
GREEN  BEIGE  BROWN  WHITE BLACK KHAKI  EBONY
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: MILKY  BRAVO  JESTER  UPWARD
Answer: What the director said when his wife knitted him a sweater -- IT’S A “WRAP”

Bulletin  Horoscope
Tribune Content Agency

ARIES (March 21-April 19): 
Heed your inspirations. You find it’s 
easy to get on the same wave-
length with others this week and 
can trust your intuition. This might 
be an ideal time to re-evaluate 
plans or make crucial decisions for 

the future.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Your 

social and business instincts are 
right on target this week. Because 
you appear eager to please others, 
they in turn are likely to deal fairly 
with you. You’ll be able to strike a 
favorable and satisfactory bargain.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
Those you deal with in the begin-
ning of the week may see you in 
the least flattering lightm so avoid 
making snap decisions. You’ll find 
that partners and close compan-
ions have some excellent, inspiring 
ideas.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
Keep your eye on the ball. Follow 
through with financial stratagems 
in the week ahead. Rely on your 
own intelligence and insights to 
stay ahead of the competition.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Dream 
a little dream in the week ahead. 
You may be inspired to take up a 
new business plan or to put your 
ideas and fantasies into a profit-
able format.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Keep 
your head held high and don’t 
duck responsibilities, even when 
fun beckons in the week ahead. 
Romance may be in the air, even 
if business or career matters hit a 
low point.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Mys-
teries may intrigue you this week. 
Connect the dots and you can get 
a better idea of what’s going on 
in your home and family. Some 
people may surprise you with 
unexpected decisions and unusual 
opportunities.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Keep in touch with that special 
someone in the week ahead and 
maintain a romantic mood. Tasks 
that require deep concentration will 
be easy to accomplish and satisfy 

a need for privacy.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 

21): Listen to your inner voice 
and follow your dreams. Link up 
with people who you deem to be 
honest and truthful. Partnering 
with the right person this week 
could improve your financial situ-
ation.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Your enthusiasm is balanced by 
honorable intentions, and that can 
make a world of difference when 
skillful negotiations are needed 
this week. Take advantage of 
opportunities to successfully come 
to a compromise. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Listen with your heart instead of 
your head in the upcoming week. 
A tendency to get sidetracked by 
inconsequential matters may block 
intuitive knowledge that could 
help you succeed. Avoid impulsive 
purchases.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Chasing the fast buck could put 
you at a disadvantage. Mixing 
business and pleasure might not 
be in your best interest in the 
early part of the week. Listen to a 
special someone who’s wiser than 
usual.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers
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