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When I was in my late teens, 
my buddies and I sat around one 
night at the summer camp by the 
lake and started counting up at 
what years we’d hit 40, 50 and 
60. Those years were, at the time, 
very far away.

I was going 
to turn 40 in 
1995. That 
was so far 
into the future 
that I thought 
it would never 
come. But 
it came and 
went, and then came 2005, which 
also raced by.

That brings us to 2015.
Back on that moonlit night at a 

time when life was a lot simpler, 
we imagined what 2015 would 
look like and what we would be 
doing. The year was 1972, the 
first year I worked at that camp. I 
washed pots in the kitchen.

The camp lasted all summer. 
It was one of those places where 
the rich dropped off their kids 
and went to spend the summer 
in Europe. The kitchen staff was 
there for almost three months. I 
still know some of the guys I met 
that year. We all have turned or 
are turning 60.

I recently reached that magi-
cal mark. I hope that there are 
a lot more years ahead as I 
venture into an age that, back in 
my summer camp days, seemed 
unimaginable.

We had more important things 

RAMBLINGS

Being funny 
without cursing
By Peter Funt
Special to The Bulletin

You don’t need to be a genius to 
recognize that John Oliver is doing 
some remarkably effective journal-
ism on his weekly HBO series, 
laced with humor yet addressing 

with surprising insight many press-
ing social and political issues. And 
you need not be a prude to dislike 
the way Oliver continually degrades 
his own efforts with unnecessary 
foul language. 

Like his mentor, Jon Stewart, 
during the heyday of Comedy 
Central’s “Daily Show,” Oliver 
seems unable to discard the crutch 
of using four-letter words, even 
though his material would still soar 

without it. Stewart, of course, was 
coyer, peppering his scripts with 
words intended to be bleeped 
- making the exercise more of an 
inside joke about censorship on 
basic cable. 

HBO, however, home to Oliver’s 
“Last Week Tonight,” prides itself 
on being censor-free. When the 
service began some four decades 
ago, language was a meaningful 

(Continued on Page 6)

Renters in county 
can apply for storm 
damage assistance

AUSTIN, Texas – Renters 
displaced from their homes or 
apartments by the October storms 
may be eligible for federal disaster 
assistance, which may include 
grants from the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) and 
low-interest disaster loans from the 
U.S. Small Business Administration 
(SBA).

(Continued on Page 11)
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YES, OFFICER, I BELIEVE YOU HAVE MY STUFF: A man burglar-
ized a home in Twin Falls, Idaho, but accidentally left his car keys and 
his cell phone behind as he exited the premises. He was arrested when 
he returned to the scene of the crime to retrieve the items while police 
officers were there conducting their investigation,

SO WE WERE PRETTY SURE WE KNEW WHO HE WAS: A man 
who attacked people in Darwin, Australia’s Central Business District was 
caught when he took off  his shirt and ran around revealing his name that 
was tattooed across his back.

SEEMS ABOUT RIGHT: Lawmakers got into a major brawl in Japan’s 
parliament while debating a bill on abandoning the country’s official policy 
of pacifism.

DOES THIS MASK MAKE ME LOOK SCARY!? WELL, DOES IT!?  
A man, armed with a knife, robbed a convenience store in Somerset, 
England, while wearing a pair of boxer shorts on his head as a mask.

WHAT COULD POSSIBLY GO WRONG? Officials have shut down 
Waterton Canyon in Colorado because people were trying to take selfie 
pictures with bears.

NICE TO SEE YOU AGAIN, ‘OFFICER’: A man who had been arrested 
13 times for impersonating a police officer was arrested in Frostproof, 
Fla., for impersonating a police officer.

SO, WHAT HAPPENED TO YOUR ARM, SIR? A man was seen on 
surveillance tape torching his former boss’ van in Whitefield, England, in 
the dead of night, but he stood too close to the vehicle, and the explosion 
caught his arm on fire. The cops found him at the hospital where he had 
gone for treatment.

WHAT MAKES YOU THINK IT WAS ME? A man driving with a 
suspended license was pulled over in Gresham, Ore. When the cop went 
back to his cruiser to write the ticket, the guy called 911 on his cell phone 
with a phony report of a shooting in hopes the officer would be called 
away. It didn’t work. For some reason, he didn’t expect the police to trace 
the call.

SO ‘COULD BE CAUGHT’: A woman was spotted on surveillance 
cameras shoplifting at a department store in Sanford, Fla., while wearing 
a T-shirt emblazoned with the words “Won’t Be Caught.” Her relatives 
identified her to police as soon as they saw her picture in the paper.

OH, MY MISTAKE: A man hired two workmen to cut a neighbor’s 
outhouse in half, claiming that part of it was on his land on the island of 
Nesoya, Norway, and dumped the rubble on the guy’s vegetable patch. A 
court later ruled that the building did not extend onto his property. He has 
been charged with aggravated vandalism.

IT WASN’T MY FAULT, MAN! An intoxicated woman drove her car into 
her apartment building in Leesburg, Fla., and then told police that her 
dog had caused the crash and was the one that they should arrest. The 
officers didn’t see it that way.

HELLO! HELLO! WHY DOESN’T THIS THING WORK!? Someone 
smashed the window of a Verizon store in Columbus late at night intend-
ing to steal some cell phones. But he took the dummy phones that were 
on display, thinking they were real. The real phones are locked in a vault 
at night.

Brazoria County Elections Office recruiting poll workers for the March 1 elections
The Brazoria County Elections 

Office is now actively recruiting 
people who are interested in being 
part of the voting process for the 

upcoming March 1 Primary Election.
Requirements:
• Be a registered voter in Brazoria 

County;

• Have transportation;
• Able to attend training in Angle-

ton;
• Able to work a 14-hour day;
• Can NOT be an elected official 

of any jurisdiction.
A typical election day starts with 

setting up the polling place at 6 
a.m., voting from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., 
followed by about an hour of taking 
down the voting equipment and 
packing up supplies.

Anyone interested in being a 

poll worker can go to www.brazori
acountyvotes.com. Download the 
Poll worker Application, fill in your 
information, email the application 
to susanaj@brazoria-county.com or 
fax to:

North County – (281) 756-1164
Central and West County – (979) 

864-1164
Brazosport area – (979) 388-1164
Anyone without computer access 

can call our office:
North County – (281) 756-1662
Central and West County – (979) 

864-1662
Brazosport area – (979) 388-1662

Did you know?
• More than 1.5 billion marshmallow Peeps are consumed each spring.
• Whitney Houston’s favorite cereal was Fruity Pebbles.
• Alfred Nobel, creator of the Nobel Peace Prize, invented dynamite and 

other deadly weapons.
• According to a study, Venezuelan men are the most vain in the world, 

closely followed by Mexican men.
• Dolphins can communicate over telephone and appear to know who 

they’re talking to.
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Why not try advertising in The Bulletin? If you are running 
ads somewhere else, you are paying more. You have nothing 
to lose and perhaps a lot to gain. Call (979) 849-5407 today to 
place an ad and realize the savings.

Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Old school words
Q. “Don’t touch that dial.”  

“Carbon copy.”  “You sound like 
a broken record.”  “Bigger than a 
bread box but smaller than the ice 
box.”  What do these expressions 
have in common?

A. They’ve been “hung out to 
dry,” so to speak, phrases that once 
were but now aren’t so much any 
more, says linguist Richard Lederer 
in “Words and Phrases Remind 
Us of the Way We Word” on his 
verbivore.com web site.  We were 
“living the life of Riley,” “cutting a 
rug in some juke joint,” then going 
“necking and petting and smooch-
ing and spooning and billing and 

cooing and pitching woo in hot rods 
and jalopies in some passion pit or 
lovers’ lane.”  

Are you old enough to remem-
ber:  “Don’t forget to pull the chain.”  
“Knee high to a grasshopper.”  
“Turn-of-the-century.”  “Iron curtain.”  
“Fail safe.”  “Domino theory.”  “Civil 
defense.”  “Banned in Boston.”  
“Fiddlesticks.”  “I’ll see you in the 
funny papers.”  “Don’t take any 
wooden nickels.”  “Sound as a 
dollar.”  

Also gone from the landscape 
and wordscape of our perception 
are the milkman, Mickey Mouse 
wristwatches, hula hoops, skate 
keys, candy cigarettes, little wax 
bottles of colored sugar water, 
beehives, pageboys and the D.A., 
spats, knickers, poodle skirts, 
saddle shoes.

As Lederer sees it: “We at the 
other end of the chronological arc 
have the advantage of remember-
ing there are words that once did 
not exist and there were words that 
once strutted their hour upon the 
earthly stage and now are heard 
no more, except in our collective 
memory.  It’s one of the greatest 
advantages of aging.”

Peanut Air
Q. If you went looking for a mar-

keting ploy that really got “off the 
ground,” so to speak, what might 
it be?

A. It was the 1970s when 
Southwest Airlines began serving 
only peanuts instead of in-flight 
meals, but they wanted customers 
to feel thrifty -- not deprived, says 
“Mental Floss” magazine.  So they 
became the “peanuts airline,” since 
literally you’d be flying for peanuts. 
“Southwest was not the first to 
serve peanuts but the first to serve 
only peanuts. The snack became 
‘de rigueur’ after that.”

Human flight needs
Q. “Drag, thrust, weight, lift...”  

Where might this one be taking us?
A. Human flight has been in the 

dreams of our species -- literally 
and figuratively -- since ancient 
times. “Although the atmosphere 
seems invisible and gaseous, it’s a 
more apt description to say we’re 
surrounded by an ocean of air that 
acts more like a fluid,” explains 
James McCommons in “Discover” 
magazine. Drag, lift, thrust and 
gravity -- all must be considered 
when designing an aircraft.  

Drag is the retarding force on 
an object moving through a fluid, 
with sleeker objects moving more 
easily. Thrust is the propelling force 
of some sort of engine or athlete.  
Weight is the downward force of 
gravity, and lift is the upward force 
exerted on the object as it moves, 
provided by airflow over and under 
the wings.

To really fly -- as opposed to 
falling or gliding -- an object must 
have thrust exceeding drag and lift 
counterbalancing weight.    

A human can generate about 
0.5 horsepower in short bursts and 
about 0.3 horsepower over a longer 
period. That doesn’t provide much 
thrust. Consequently, a human-
powered craft will always be slow.  
And it requires long wings with lots 
of surface area to generate enough 
lift at low speed. A lack of thrust 
and slow speed mean little force 
can be applied to steer and make 
turns. Some craft have used rud-
ders, others a form of wing warping, 
favored by the Wright brothers with 
their first fliers.

(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)

Did you know?
• The Christmas tree made its 

way to America in the 1830s but 
wasn’t popular until 1846, after 
Germany’s Prince Albert brought it 
to England when he married Queen 
Victoria. The two were sketched in 
front of a Christmas tree and the 
tradition instantly became popular. 
Royal fever was real even back 
then.

• After his death, the legend of St. 
Nicholas spread. St. Nick’s name 
became Sint-Nicolaas in Dutch, or 
Sinter Klaas for short. Which is a lot 
like Santa Claus.



Page 4  THE BULLETIN     December 15, 2015     (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

ACC’s Breakfast with Santa also helps hungry families
Christmas is one of the busiest 

times of year for Pearland mother 
Brandi Bowers. It’s hard to get an 
opportunity to give her children a 
chance to visit with Santa during the 
holidays, she said.

Alvin Community College, Alvin 
ISD and many volunteers gave her 
children the opportunity to talk with 
Santa during the Breakfast with 
Santa event on Dec. 5.

“The kids love coming to this 
every year,” Bowers said. “This is 
great because it helps so many 
families.”

More than 250 area families in 
need were treated to a pancake 
breakfast, donated food items and 
toys. The event has been held for 
the past 25 years in conjunction with 
the ACC Can Feed the Hungry/Alvin 
ISD Shellie Garza Memorial Food 
Drive.

The college hosted two locations 
- at the ACC campus in Alvin and 
New Hope Church on 288.

“Community members are work-
ing together for the wellness of our 
community and giving back,” said 
Liz Sitta, ACC recruiting specialist 
and coordinator of the event.

All 22 AISD campuses partici-
pated in the food drive. Several tons 
of nonperishable food were donated 
to the food drive from the Alvin ISD 
schools and ACC. Almost 10 tons 
of food were donated to the families 
through the drives.

There were dozens of volun-
teers, including ACC students and 
staff, Bunky and Son Construction, 
United Way volunteers, Alvin ISD 
students, teachers and more. Alvin 
ISD employees and ACC’s Culinary 
Arts students cooked the pancake 
breakfast. Volunteers also opened a 

petting zoo.
“The impact that we are having 

on our students and community 
would not be possible without strong 
partnerships with local organiza-
tions and businesses, such as Alvin 
Community College, New Hope 
Church, Toys for Tots, and numer-
ous others,” said Tomika Gamble, 
Alvin ISD communications coordina-
tor. “We are thankful to have these 
organizations in our corner.”

Other organizations that helped 
make the event a success included 
Alvin Sunrise Rotary Club, Alvin 
Church of Christ, Westside Church 
of Christ and many more.

In addition, the U.S. Marine 
Corps’ Toys for Tots provided each 
child a wrapped toy, a stocking 
stuffer and a stuffed animal to take 
home. Almost 4,000 items were 
handed out to children.

Children pet a duck in a petting zoo during Breakfast with Santa on Dec 5.
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(This column was prepared by the Social Security Administration. For fast answers 
to specific Social Security questions, contact Social Security toll-free at 800-772-
1213 or visit www.socialsecurity.gov.)

How do children affect SSI payments?
SOCIAL SECURITY Q&A

Q: I saw a poster that advised people 65 or over with limited 
income and resources to apply for Supplemental Security Income 
(SSI). Next month I’ll turn 65, and I thought I’d be eligible for SSI. 
I planned to apply until my neighbor told me I probably would be 
turned down because I have children who could help support me. Is 
this true?

A: Whether your children are capable of helping to support you does 
not affect your eligibility. SSI eligibility depends solely on your income 
and resources (the things you own). If you have low income and few 
resources, you may be able to get SSI. However, if you are receiving 
support from your children or from anyone living inside or outside of 
your home, it may affect your eligibility or the amount you can receive. 
Support includes any food or shelter that is given to you, or is received 
by you because someone else pays for it. Learn more about SSI at 
www.socialsecurity.gov/ssi

Q: I just got a notice from Social Security that said my Supple-
mental Security Income (SSI) case is being reviewed. What does this 
mean?

A: Social Security reviews every SSI case from time to time to make 
sure the individuals who are receiving payments should continue to get 
them. The review also determines whether individuals are receiving the 
correct amounts. You can learn more about SSI by visiting our website on 
the subject at www.socialsecurity.gov/ssi

Karl and Elaine Oelfke, board members of Home Delivered Meals of 
Brazosport accept an annual donation from Brett Baker of Creepy 
Hollow Haunted House. Home Delivered Meals of Brazosport is an 
all-volunteer non-profit organization providing services to qualifying 
clients in Clute, Freeport, Lake Jackson and Richwood.

Home Delivery Meals gets donation How to ease fears created by childhood nightmares
Mayo Clinic News Network (TNS)

Nightmares can be scary for 
children and parents.

“Children usually begin having 
nightmares between the ages of 3 
and 6 years old,” says Dr. Thomas 
Dunigan, a Mayo Clinic Health 
System pediatrician. “Nightmares 
usually start to decrease after the 
age of 10. The content of child-
hood nightmares varies with age. 
Younger children might have night-
mares about monsters, while older 
kids have nightmares about school 
or difficulties at home.”

Dr. Dunigan says nightmares can 
be caused by a number of things, 
including:

— Stress from everyday life
— Large changes, such as a 

move or death in the family
— Lack of sleep
— Watching scary movies or 

reading scary books
Dr. Dunigan offers tips for more 

peaceful nights:
— Ask your child to describe the 

nightmare. What happened? What 
made it scary? Then remind your 
child that nightmares aren’t real.

— Put stress in its place. If your 
child seems anxious or stressed, 
talk about what’s bothering him or 
her.

— Provide company. Your child 
might feel more secure sleeping 

with a favorite stuffed animal, blan-
ket or other comfort object.

— Brighten up. Use a night light 
in your child’s room. If your child 
wakes up during the night, the light 
might be reassuring. Have the night-
light be as dim as possible.

— Open the doors. Leave your 
child’s door open at night so that he 
or she won’t feel alone. And leave 
your door open, too, so you can 
respond quickly if your child has a 
nightmare.

“So, what can you do the next 
time your child awakens in the 
middle of the night with a night-
mare? Be patient, calm and reassur-
ing,” Dr. Dunigan reiterates.
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

We commit far more sins than 
we could ever list

My Answer by Billy Graham

Look for us on 
Facebook

Tribune Media Services 

Q: My friend says he doesn’t need to confess his sins very often, 
because he keeps a mental checklist of his actions and believes that 
he seldom sins. Do you think he’s right? - M.M.

A: Your friend may sincerely believe this about himself, but he is not 
correct. A friend of mine met someone like this once, and later his wife 
whispered to him, “Just ask me how perfect he is!”

One problem is that your friend seems to have a shallow view of sin. 
Yes, he has a list, and it probably includes most of the things we rightly 
label as sins. But what about the sins we overlook, such as evil thoughts 
or wrong motives? Jesus was concerned not only with what we do, but 
with what goes on inside of us. Or what about the things we fail to do 
- showing compassion to others, helping those who are hurting, witness-
ing for Christ? The Psalmist prayed, “Who can discern their own errors? 
Forgive my hidden faults” (Psalm 19:12).

Your friend concerns me for another reason, however. When we fail to 
realize how sinful we are, pride takes over, and pride is a sin. Jesus con-
demned those who believed they were more righteous than anyone else, 
because they were blinded by their own pride. But pride not only blinds 
us to our sin; it also blinds us to our need for Christ and His forgiveness. 
The Bible warns, “In his pride the wicked man does not seek him; in all his 
thoughts there is no room for God” (Psalm 10:4).

Be honest about your own sins, and turn to Christ for the forgiveness 
you need. Then pray for your friend, that he too will realize the depth of his 
sin - and the even greater depth of Christ’s mercy and love.

marketing point, separating pay-TV 
from licensed broadcasters and ad-
supported cable competitors. Today, 
that distinction is outdated, as is the 
notion that bad language makes 
jokes funnier or political points more 
profound. 

Oliver reached a new low follow-
ing the terrorist attack in Paris with 
this: 

“First, as of now, we know this 
attack was carried out by gigantic 
f--g a--s. Unconscionable, flaming 
a--s, possibly working with other f--g 
a--s, definitely working in service of 

an ideology of pure a--ery. Second, 
and this goes almost without saying, 
f-k these a--s. F-k them, if I may say, 
sideways.” 

Everyone in media - from editors 
who designed front pages with dra-
matic photos and boxcar headlines, 
to the writers at “Saturday Night 
Live” who devoted their cold open 
to a simple tribute in English and 
French by Cecily Strong - sought 
to acknowledge the gravity of the 
events. Regrettably, Oliver’s sopho-
moric choice was to double-down 
on his number of dirty words per 
sentence.

On The New Yorker’s website, 
“roving cultural correspondent” 
Sarah Larson gushed about the 
HBO rant under the headline “Vive 
John Oliver.” She says his profane 
outburst provided her with “the first 
cathartic emotional response” since 
the news in Paris broke.

Time Magazine’s website posted 
video from HBO with the headline, 
“Watch John Oliver Say What We’re 
All thinking About the Paris Attack-
ers.” Nonsense.

I have serious doubts about 
whether the print editions of Time 
or The New Yorker would be so 
enthusiastic about a tactless string 
of profanities. Their websites, how-
ever, are aimed largely at the same 
younger demographic that has 
made excerpts from Oliver’s pro-
gram a huge hit on YouTube, with 
clips regularly attracting between 
two and six million views. The tirade 
about Paris got over four million 
views in less than 48 hours.

But the dynamic driving Oliver’s 
act, and that of Bill Maher on his 
long-running HBO series, isn’t 
entirely about titillating younger 
viewers. Coarse language is 
favored by affluent, urban, educated 
progressives, many of whom, like 
Maher, are approaching or into 
their sixties. You’re likely to hear 
more F-words in conversation with 
this group than at a gathering of 
longshoremen. 

Those progressives provide the 
core audience for Oliver, Maher and 
Trevor Noah on Comedy Central. 
Raised on Lenny Bruce, and then 
George Carlin and Richard Pryor, 
they became comfortable with 
coarse expressions and refused to 
let them go, long after they were 
necessary to rationalize the cost of 
a pay-TV subscription.

Jerry Seinfeld, a poster guy 
for working clean, once told an 
interviewer: “If you have a bit, and 
it’s got swear words in it, and it gets 
a huge laugh, it may or may not be 
funny. But if you have a bit that has 
no swear words, and it gets a huge 
laugh, it’s definitely funny.”

John Oliver is plenty funny 
without the four-letter words, and his 
essays - about such things as the 
plight of prison inmates who find the 
system is heavily stacked against 
them when they return to society 

- are powerful because of solid 
reporting.

Politically incorrect comedy, of the 
type done by, say, Sarah Silver-
man, is often entertaining because 
there’s shock value in the topics 
themselves. 

There’s no shock when serious 
punditry is laced with expletives. It’s 
just a sad commentary.

Peter Funt is a writer and speaker. His 
book, “Cautiously Optimistic,” is available 
at Amazon.com and CandidCamera.com. 
© 2015 Peter Funt.

Cursing because censors allow it and to get a cheap laugh is easier than real, funny comedy
(Continued from Page 1)
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To publicize your group or community event, please send 
your announcement to john.bulletin@gmail.com. 

to worry about, like who could give 
us rides to the Pizza Barn, where 
the servers weren’t much older than 
us and seldom carded us when we 
ordered an adult brewed beverage 
and pronounced its name correctly.

We also worried about being able 
to get back in time for meals after 
hitchhiking to the convenience store 
three miles away and then finding 
it hard to hitch a ride back to camp. 
We usually got picked up without 
much delay. But every now and 
then, it was touch and go, and we 
barely made it back in time.

Hitchhiking back in those days 
was considered a safe mode of 
transportation in the resort area 
where I worked. We even got to 
know some of the people who gave 
us rides on numerous occasions. 
One guy had his whole family in a 
VW bus and never failed to stop 
when he saw us. That was in 1972, 
though. Don’t try this today.

So, where will you be in 2015 at 
the age of 60? I asked Ben, one of 
my buddies on the kitchen staff. He 
had no clue. We had no clue.

“I don’t know if I’ll even make it 
that far. We’ll probably have flying 
cars and living in space or some-
thing like that,” he said. “You’ll be 
writing some engineering textbook 
and trying to make it interesting.”

I was going to be an electrical 
engineer and was also writing for 
the school paper. Later, I dropped 
the engineering part. I figured that 
the world would be safer for it.

Ben’s father was a rich doctor. 
He should have been a counselor’s 
aide and goof off like the rest of the 

aides. Instead, he got a job as a 
waiter and hung out with us. Money 
was not important to us back then, 
mostly because we seldom had any. 
Ben wanted to go his own way and 
be self-sufficient. Then there were 
those of us who had to be self-suf-
ficient, so it worked out well.

We lived for the moment, for 
the day, the summer fun, and we 
repeated it the next year and the 
year after that. And, we had no clue 
what life at 60 would be like, and 

we really didn’t spend a lot of time 
dwelling on it, except for that one 
night. 

Now I know. The future has 
arrived, and I feel the same as 
before and do the same thing I did 
at 59. And I can also sit back and 
reminisce about those summer 
nights when we didn’t have a care 
in the world, except trying not to get 
carded at the Pizza Barn.

Life was good back in those days, 
and it’s still good – at 60.

Life was good back when we thought we’d never age
(Continued from Page 1)
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35th Annual Houston Ballet Nutcracker Market grossed more than $6 million for charity
The Houston Ballet Nutcracker 

Market, “Putting on the Ritz,” which 
celebrated its 35th year was another 
huge success. 

The four-day event, held Nov 
12-15 at NRG Center, which for 
many officially kicks off the holiday 
shopping season, attracted 105,000 
shoppers and grossed $6.4 million 
dollars. 

Ten percent of all merchandise 
sales, plus the proceeds from 
admission, donations, sponsor-
ships and special event tickets 
went directly back to Houston Ballet 
Foundation its Academy and Schol-
arship Programs. 

In addition, more than 1,300 
volunteers helped the Nutcracker 
Market soar to great heights in 
2015. 

“We would like to thank every-
one who donated their time and 
resources to making this year’s 
Market one of our best,” said Patsy 
Chapman, CEO of Houston Ballet 
Nutcracker Market. “We are grateful 
for the continued support from our 
dedicated volunteers, board mem-
bers, committee members, gener-
ous sponsors, underwriters and the 
thousands of loyal shoppers who 
came out in droves.”  

From humble beginnings in a 
community church in 1981, the 
Houston Ballet Nutcracker Market 
has grown to become the second-
largest charity event at NRG Park. 
More than 280 merchants traveled 
from across the country to partici-
pate in the 2015 Nutcracker Market, 
selling everything from unique gift 

items, home décor, to gourmet food, 
clothing, toys, jewelry and more. 
New vendors joined familiar favor-
ites like the Texas Tamale Co. and 
the ever popular Donne Di Domani 
marinara sauce, plus decorative 
accessories from Paul Michael Co., 

ornamental metal accessories from 
The Round Top Collection, and 
Christmas decorations from Clutter 
Yule Love.

Since the Houston Ballet Nut-
cracker Market’s inception, it has 
contributed more than $53 million 

to Houston Ballet Foundation to 
support its Academy and much 
needed scholarship funds  which 
nurture and develop young, promis-
ing dancers who have and will 
become the backbone of Houston 
Ballet. 
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History of the World
By Mark Andrews / Tribune Content Agency

Dec. 14: ON THIS DATE in 1962, Mariner 2 - launched from Florida that 
August - became the first spacecraft of any nation to visit another planet, 
when it flew within 21,000 miles of Venus and took detailed scientific read-
ings. In 1977, Egyptian and Israeli representatives gathered in Cairo for 
their first formal peace conference.

Dec. 15: ON THIS DATE in 1877, Thomas Edison patented the phono-
graph. In 1939, the film “Gone with the Wind” premiered at Loew’s Grand 
Theater in Atlanta.

Dec. 16: ON THIS DATE in 1773, a group of U.S. colonists dressed as 
Indians raided British ships in Boston Harbor. They seized more than 300 
chests of tea and threw them overboard to protest British taxes. In 1951, 
the television show “Dragnet” debuted on NBC; it already was a hit on 
radio.

Dec. 17: ON THIS DATE in 1843, “A Christmas Carol” by Charles Dick-
ens was published. In 1903, brothers Orville and Wilbur Wright conducted 
the first successful manned, powered airplane flight on a beach near Kitty 
Hawk, N.C.

Dec. 18: ON THIS DATE in 1865, slavery was officially abolished in 
the United States when the 13th Amendment to the Constitution went into 
effect. In 1892, Tchaikovsky’s ballet “The Nutcracker” was first performed 
in St. Petersburg, Russia.

Dec. 19: ON THIS DATE in 1777, Gen. George Washington led his 
army of about 11,000 men to Valley Forge, Pa., to camp for the winter. In 
1972, Apollo 17 splashed down in the Pacific, winding up the U.S. Apollo 
program of manned lunar landings.

Dec. 20: ON THIS DATE in 1606, Virginia Company settlers left London 
to establish Jamestown in the New World. In 1860, South Carolina 
became the first state to secede from the Union as the Confederacy began 
to take shape after the election of Abraham Lincoln as president.

Answer to last week’s question: This week in 1791, Virginia’s ratifica-
tion of 10 of 12 proposed amendments to the U.S. Constitution officially 
made the Bill of Rights a part of the Constitution.

This week’s question: In 1832, who became the first U.S. vice presi-
dent to resign his office?

Brazoria County WIC will host a reception on Friday, Dec. 18, at 10:
30 a.m. at 712 N. Gulf Boulevard in Freeport.  Current and former WIC 
participants and the community are invited to honor the work of WIC 
with Brazosport Medical Center in Freeport since 1999.  Freeport WIC 
participants will receive services from Clute WIC at 200 S. Highway 288 
Business beginning January 2016.

The Women, Infants and Children Supplemental Nutrition Program 
(WIC) helps young families get healthy food, learn about good nutrition, 
receive breastfeeding support, and find other health-care services.  More 
than half of all babies in Texas get WIC services.

WIC is open to many incomes and families.  Pregnant women, new 
mothers, infants and children up to their 5th birthday who are on Medic-
aid, TANF or SNAP can automatically qualify for WIC.  Even if people do 
not qualify for any of these other programs, they may still be eligible for 
WIC.

“Families who qualify for WIC services when their children are less 
than five years old may not be eligible for similar services later.  But WIC 
gives them a strong background for how to feed their families healthy for 
a lifetime,” said Lee Ann McDaniel, Brazoria County WIC Director.

Other Brazoria County WIC clinics are in Brazoria, Angleton, 
Alvin and Pearland.  Call (979) 388-1576 or (979) 864-1576 to set 
a WIC appointment for Clute or any of these other locations.  Visit 
www.TexasWIC.org<http://www.TexasWIC.org> for more information 
about WIC in Texas.

Participation in WIC has declined in Southern Brazoria County since it 
peaked in 2010.  This closely reflects WIC participation trends in Texas. 

County to honor Freeport WIC 
location, then plans to close it

State to increase DUI patrols and enforcement through Jan. 1
AUSTIN – The Texas Depart-

ment of Transportation’s “Plan 
While You Can” campaign urges 
party goers to plan for a sober ride 
this holiday season. The campaign 
runs through Jan. 1 and coincides 
with an increase in DUI patrols and 
enforcement.

“The holidays are a time of 
celebration and family, but they also 
require responsible decisions and 
planning if alcohol is involved,” said 
TxDOT Executive Director LtGen 
Joe Weber, USMC (Ret). “Our goal 
is to save families from the heart-
break of losing a loved one. Finding 
a sober ride is easy and it can save 
you from being arrested, injured or 
killed. There is no excuse for drink-
ing and driving.”     

During last year’s holiday season 
(Dec. 1, 2014 - Jan. 1, 2015) there 
were 2,412 alcohol-related traffic 
crashes in Texas, resulting in 190 
serious injuries and 110 fatali-
ties. This was nearly an 8-percent 
increase in alcohol-related traffic 
fatalities over the previous holiday 
season.   

Central to the “Plan While You 

Can” campaign is a statewide tour 
featuring an interactive dodgeball 
game that uses custom gaming 
technology to replicate the effects 
of alcohol on a person’s reflexes. 

As participants play, virtual drinks 
are added and the players’ on-
screen avatars become less able to 
dodge incoming “snowballs.” The 
game demonstrates how even one 
drink can slow reaction times.

Additionally, TxDOT is hosting 
a contest on its Facebook, Twit-
ter and Instagram social media 

accounts. Participants who tag up 
to three friends in a tweet or a post 
with the hashtag #PlanWhileYou-
Can will be entered into a giveaway 
for a donated gift card from a 
retailer, restaurant or entertainment 
venue. To enter and learn more, 
follow TxDOT on its social media 
accounts.  

As always, TxDOT strongly 
encourages everyone to plan for a 
sober ride before going out. Visit 
SoberRides.org to find alternatives 
to drinking and driving.

Did you know?
 • Santa Claus comes from St. Nicholas, a Christian bishop living in (what 

is now) Turkey in the fourth century AD. St. Nicholas had inherited a great 
deal of wealth and was known for giving it away to help the needy. When 
sainted, he became the protector of children.

• Evergreen branches became the foundation of our Christmas tree. Ger-
mans are thought to be the first to bring “Christmas trees” into their homes at 
the holidays and decorate them with cookies and lights.
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FEMA grants for eligible renters 
may include funds to cover the cost 
of renting another place to live.

Renters may also be eligible for 
Other Needs Assistance (ONA). ONA 
grants help survivors with uninsured 
or underinsured expenses and seri-
ous needs caused by the disaster, 
including: 

• Child care
• Heating fuels
• Moving and storage expenses
• Disaster-related funeral and 

burial expenses
• Disaster-related dental and medi-

cal expenses, such as wheelchairs, 
canes and prescriptions

• Repair or replacement of 
personal property lost or damaged 
in the storm, including furniture and 
appliances, as well as job-related 
tools and equipment required by the 
self-employed, and

• Primary vehicles, approved 
second vehicles and modified 
vehicles damaged by the disaster.

SBA offers low-interest disas-
ter loans to help renters repair or 
replace disaster-damaged personal 
property, including automobiles.  Sur-
vivors may be eligible to borrow up to 

$40,000, depending on their losses.
Texans in the following counties 

may register for disaster assistance 
for damage or losses sustained 
during the period Oct. 22 to Oct. 31: 
Bastrop, Brazoria, Caldwell, Comal, 
Galveston, Guadalupe, Hardin, 
Harris, Hays, Hidalgo, Liberty, 
Navarro, Travis, Willacy and Wilson.

Survivors can apply online at 
DisasterAssistance.gov or by phone 
(voice, 711 or relay service) at 800-
621-3362. TTY users should call 
800-462-7585. The toll-free lines are 
open 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. seven days 
a week.

(Continued from Page 1)
Renters with storm damage may apply for disaster assistance

New Brazosport College courses explore the fundamentals of and real-life aspects of music
Brazosport College’s Music 

Department is expanding its course 
offerings with new and revamped 
classes that provide real-world train-
ing for musicians.

Beginning with the Spring 2016 
semester, Brazosport College will 
be offering Fundamentals of Music, 
Live Sound Workshop and Com-
mercial Music Software as part of its 

selection of music courses.
In the Fundamentals of Music 

class, students will be introduced to 
basic elements of music theory as 
well as fundamental piano, guitar 
and drums skills.

“This course is newly-revamped 
and has a very practical curriculum 
and approach, and I’m very excited 
about it,” said Brazosport College 

Coordinator of Music Richard Birk. 
For those with musical aspirations 

to be in front of the stage rather than 
in the spotlight, BC is also adding a 
Live Sound Workshop course.

The course, instructed by The 
Clarion at Brazosport College 
Administrator Vorin Dornan, is 
practical for students interested in 
running live sound.

Rounding out the new music 
courses is Commercial Music 

Software, which will be instructed by 
Columbia High School Band Direc-
tor Randy Marble.

The course is an introduction to 
basic music recording and music 
notation software. The class will 
focus on learning concepts and prin-
cipals and applying them to projects 
using Mixcraft recording software 
and Finale notation software. The 
course will also feature discussions 
on other important music apps and 

software.
No prerequisites are required 

for all three courses, and credits 
acquired from the software and 
mixing classes can be used toward 
a Certificate in Music Leadership at 
Brazosport College.

For more information, contact Birk 
at richard.birk@brazosport.edu or 
call (979) 230-3272. To register for 
courses at Brazosport College, visit 
www.brazosport.edu.
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As machines gobble up jobs, their next major challenge is to generate an original idea
By Luke Dormehl
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

High-tech automation is elimi-
nating jobs like Pac-Man gobbling 
yellow dots. According to a 2013 
study by the Oxford Martin School, 
47 percent of U.S. jobs are suscep-
tible to takeover by machines in the 
coming decades. Whether you work 

in manufacturing, the service indus-
try, in medicine, law or any number 
of other industries, chances are that 
your occupation is in the middle of 
an unprecedented algorithm-driven 
paradigm shift. One area we tend 
to view as safe from automation is 
creativity — but perhaps even art-
ists will soon have to compete with 

computers.
The tech industry has long been 

obsessed with the question of 
whether a machine can generate an 
original idea.

In the 1800s, mathematician and 
mechanical engineer Charles Bab-
bage designed but did not complete 
an Analytical Engine, a proposed 

mechanical general-purpose 
computer. Ada Lovelace, arguably 
the world’s first computer program-
mer, was impressed by the concept 
and worked on it with Babbage. 
Lovelace famously wrote of the 
machine: “(It) has no pretensions 
whatever to originate anything. It 
can do (only) whatever we know 
how to order it to perform.”

Today, most people are familiar 
with Alan Turing’s test of artificial 
intelligence, in which a computer 
tries to fool a human subject into 
believing that she is speaking with 
a person. But a growing number 
of computer scientists believe we 
should instead 
focus on what they 
term the Lovelace 
Test: a variation in 
which a computer 
is asked to prove 
its intelligence by 
coming up with 
a spontaneous 
creative idea, one 
its creator does not 
program.

Under that 
standard, I believe 
machines can be 
creative.

Recently, I ate 
my first meal from a 
recipe prepared by an artificial intel-
ligence program — IBM’s Watson, 
aka the machine that beat Ken 
Jennings in 2011 to become the 
first computer “Jeopardy!” cham-
pion. After that feat, IBM focused 
its attention on building a machine 
capable of carrying out creative 
tasks. The result was Chef Watson, 
which can assemble new recipes 
— not only by analyzing ingredients 
as a human chef would, but also by 
fusing flavors on a chemical level to 
find pairings that have rarely, if ever, 
existed before. (If you’re looking for 
an unusual food pairing that works 
shockingly well, it’s cherries and 
mushrooms.)

In south London, a company 
called Epagogix is fine-tuning a 
neural network — a vast artificial 
brain — that can help Hollywood 
predict hit movies by analyzing 
scripts using thousands of metrics. 
It can also advise how to tweak a 
script to make the film more profit-
able, much as a creative producer 
would do. (Epagogix won’t divulge 

client details — suggesting that, 
although Hollywood producers have 
long since embraced computer-gen-
erated effects in movies, they’re not 
yet ready to admit that robotic atten-
tion can benefit screenwriting too.)

This year, Google employed the 
same “deep learning” technology 
that powers Epagogix’s neural net-
work to build its Deep Dream proj-
ect, which uses image recognition 
software to generate entirely new 
pictures. (The computer scans mil-
lions of images of, say, a chair, and 
then tries to draw one from scratch.) 
Other tech researchers are similarly 
using algorithms to write novels and 

generate music.
Training a 

computer to paint 
a picture of a chair 
might sound like 
a Rube Goldberg-
type project. There 
are always going 
to be young human 
artists willing to 
work cheaply to 
generate new 
art — without a 
Google or IBM 
having to spend 
years and millions 
of dollars first.

But creative 
machines can and will enrich human 
life. Computers have been used 
for years to help design drugs; now 
“robot scientists” are coming up 
with new hypotheses and testing 
them. In engineering, computers 
that mimic evolutionary processes 
— called genetic algorithms — can 
come up with patentable concepts 
that seem counterintuitive but work 
better than many of the designs cre-
ated by human engineers.

As is always the case with 
technology, we need to find a way 
to take the positives while minimiz-
ing the negatives. Will tomorrow’s 
artists be an army of robots? 
Perhaps not, but if there’s one thing 
the history of computer science and 
artificial intelligence has shown, it’s 
that betting against machines is 
never smart.

ABOUT THE WRITER
Luke Dormehl is the author of 

“The Formula: How Algorithms 
Solve All Our Problems … and 
Create More.” He wrote this for the 
Los Angeles Times.

Creative 
machines are 
cooking up a 
storm, even 
a meal, but 

how will they 
be able to 

enrich human 
life?
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Many of us will spend some part of the holiday celebrations working via our cellphones
By Cindy Krischer Goodman
Miami Herald (TNS)

In a world where the lines 
between professional and personal 
are becoming more blurred every 
day, December may prove to be our 
most challenging month.

Experts forecast this holiday 
season we will do more online shop-
ping than ever before, and almost 
half will be done during the workday. 
Along with shopping at work, we will 
do some of our online giving as well 
(a third of charities’ online donations 
are made in December).

And when we do get time off 

to enjoy holidays with friends and 
family, we will stay connected to our 
workplaces, checking our inboxes 
from our smartphones.

Google predicts this will be our 
most connected holiday season 
ever, a trend that worries South 
Florida management consultant Tim 
Bryce, who sees tech addiction as 
an increasing threat to work-life bal-
ance. “We have gone from comput-
ers to smartphones to watches and 
eye sets and are getting to the point 
where people are connected at all 
hours.”

As new devices flood the retail 

marketplace for the holidays and 
apps make it easier to comparison-
shop, there is no doubt that mobile 
technologies are becoming an even 
bigger part of our lives.

Maria Espinosa, a Miami sales 
professional, admits she has a 
24/7 technology habit, and fears 
the next few weeks will be tough. 
Already, Espinosa sleeps with her 
smartphone on her nightstand to 
check work email before she goes 
to bed and within minutes after she 
wakes up.

Now, she plans to check her 
personal email throughout the day 
at work, eager to jump on holiday 
offers from some of her favorite 
retailers. “I don’t want to miss any-
thing,” she says.

Bryce says managers will need 
to make difficult decisions about 
how much to step in to help their 
tech-addicted employees. Some 
employers don’t seem to mind the 
role of cyber-policeman.

A 2015 CareerBuilder survey 
found about a third of employ-
ers monitor which websites their 
employees are visiting and care 
what their employees are doing 
online, even if it isn’t necessarily 
affecting their performance. Not 
surprisingly, 56 percent said they 
have blocked certain websites from 
access at work, up 3 percent from 
last year.

But as one tech expert notes: 
“Everyone essentially has a 
computer with the Internet in their 
pockets, and if an employer thinks 
they are not going to use it … that’s 
crazy because they are.”

Forty-two percent of employees 
plan to use their own smartphones 
or tablets to shop at work, up from 
27 percent last year. And even more 

told CareerBuilder they will use their 
smartphones during the workday 
to research products, look up store 
hours and check product availability.

Oddly enough, senior manag-
ers will struggle most with blurred 
boundaries. About 53 percent of 
senior-level employees admitted to 
CareerBuilder they’ll use com-
pany time to go cyber-shopping. 
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Beginning on
5 No ordinary party
9 Keister
13 Big Island coffee region
14 Sap-sucking insect
16 Put on board
17 Learning ctr.
18 “Being John Malkovich” director
20 Bit of dust
21 Readies for another voyage

22 “Mr. & Mrs. Smith” co-star
26 Portions out
29 One making waves
30 Sean Lennon’s mom
31 Occasionally
32 Three-time Hopkins role
34 At hand
35 Slangily, overimbibe; literally, 
what the starts of 18-, 22-, 49- and 
54-Across can do
38 Fictional archaeologist Croft

40 Bakery array
41 Promises
44 “Hawaii Five-0” actor Daniel __ 
Kim
45 Cellular messenger
48 Ambien maker
49 Saddle storage area
51 Longhorn rival
53 Mandlikova of tennis
54 Nervous habit
58 Prophet’s concern
59 Promgoer’s concern
60 Really enjoy
61 One of 28 Monopoly cards
62 Places for hats
63 Jazz singer Horne
64 Icelandic literary work

DOWN
1 With hands on hips
2 Northern Mexican state
3 GM navigation system
4 Meant to be
5 __-relief
6 iPhone purchase
7 See 12-Down
8 Enjoy the Pacific Crest Trail
9 Literary arcs
10 Redeemed from captivity
11 Carpenter’s tool
12 With 7-Down, punny message 
site
15 Make leaner
19 Leave at the altar
23 Expert on feet?
24 Foot part
25 Wrecks completely
27 Tetley offering
28 Estonia, until 1991: Abbr.
31 Doomed 1588 fighting force
32 Gigs for 22-Across, often
33 Expressive rock genre
35 Bribing
36 Rescue op
37 Smell bad
38 Old DJ’s platters
39 India Pale __
42 Shapeless mass
43 Start of a selection process
45 Didn’t stay put
46 “Thanks, but I’m set!”
47 Actress Plummer
49 Hackneyed
50 __ Island
52 Bibliog. catchall
54 Brief refresher
55 Solitaire foundation card
56 Wimple wearer
57 Credit-weighted no.
(c)2015 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson
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umble Answers
Jumbles: CHANT  NEEDY  ACHING  FORMAT
Answer: What the marriage counselor did when he urged the couple to speak freely -- CHARGED THEM

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Rub 
two sticks together. Friction will 
heat things up and could cause a 
fire. In the upcoming week your 
desire for risk taking or tendency 
to be rebellious could rub someone 
the wrong way. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
Accentuate the positive. Be will-
ing to try on new tasks for size. 
You could be called upon to test 
your skills in a completely differ-
ent venue this week. Stretch your 
muscles.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
You have more sex appeal and 
charm than usual, but that doesn’t 
mean that you should push for a 
commitment or a promise. Use 
your prowess to make a favorable 
impression on the job or at the 

workplace this week.
CANCER (June 21-July 22): The 

light touch is the right touch. Don’t 
get too serious, make crucial prom-
ises or force someone to make a 
commitment. Don’t start anything 
of great importance this week as 
conditions could.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Stick 
to business as usual. Giving in to 
whims and uncontrolled desires 
can land you in the doghouse. 
Sticks and stones as well as words 
can hurt you. Don’t encourage 
minor spats and disagreements

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Use 
good manners to gain a good opin-
ion. The workplace could be filled 
with a sense of excitement and 
agitation. Don’t make spur-of-the-
moment purchases or significant 
changes in your finances.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 
Ignore the urge to roam and 
romantic urges. Don’t go to 
extremes of behavior to impress 
a new potential lover in the week 
ahead. Be light hearted and opti-
mistic about serious matters.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Bide your time. Good things come 
to those who are patient. Minor 
frustrations can grow into major 

obstacles if you spin the roulette 
wheel with investments or pur-
chases in the week to come. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): “No strings attached” should 
be your motto. Play the field and 
take promises with a grain of salt 
this week. A shift in relationships 
could be to your distinct advantage 
although it may not seem that way 
initially.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Too much change invites discord. 
You may feel your authority is chal-
lenged. Chill out and simply take it 
easy as the week unfolds. Making 
adjustments to new situations may 
be time consuming and difficult.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
In one door and out the other. This 
week can stand out as a time you 
met people who would have made 
great strangers. Keep pushing on 
the revolving door to bypass con-
nections that aren’t as nice as they 
seem.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
You can’t pour anything from an 
empty container. You need to take 
care of yourself before you can 
take care of anyone else. In the 
week ahead put your affairs in 
order.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

Bulletin  Horoscope
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