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Unlike many of you, I was not 
lucky to have been born in a 
subtropical climate like the Texas 
Gulf Coast, so I moved here. 
For other reasons, but when I 

arrived, one 
of the main 
reasons that 
I stayed was 
the weather.

Not the 
sweltering 
summer tem-
peratures, 
although I 

don’t really mind it all that much. 
But all the other times.

Welcome to the Gulf Coast, 
John. Let’s see how long you’ll 
stay, the weatherman might as 
well have said. As soon as I got 
here, he sent a couple of tropical 
storms and a hurricane threat 
my way.

What am I doing here, I asked 
myself a few times. There has 
to be another reporting job for a 
kid just out of college where the 
weather is normal.

Then I realized that a few 
weeks in August or September, 
when these Gulf storms some-
times have ganged up on us, are 
not really such a big deal. We 
haven’t even had one for a while. 
We got a free ride again this 
year. I hope it continues.

My mother decided in 1979 to 

RAMBLINGS

The warm winter 
breeze in 1979 

made for a 
special reunion

FREE
PLEASE TAKE ONE

It’s time to announce winners for 
our Dickens on the Strand Ticket 
Give-Away Contest.

 We enjoy rewarding our read-
ers for taking the time to read The 
Bulletin. We drew five winners 
and have already mailed each of 
them four tickets in time for the 
event. The Thanksgiving weekend 
delayed announcing their names, 
so here it goes. 

• Cindy Heinze of Brazoria got 
her Bulletin at Stewart’s Food Store 
in Brazoria.

• Michelle DeSerf of Sugarland 
picked up the paper at Gulf Coast 
Chevrolet, Buick, GMC in Angleton.

• Vance Sechelski of Old Ocean 
picked it up at Stewart’s.

• Frank Brown of Richwood got 
his copy at Whataburger in Clute.

• Mary Miller of Lake Jackson 

got hers at the Valero station on 
Highway 332 in Lake Jackson.

We are thankful to the many 
businesses that let us distribute the 
paper at their locations, as well as 
our advertisers, who make this free 
paper possible. We also appreciate 
the nice comments from readers 
who often approach us while dis-
tributing to tell us how much they 
enjoy the paper. Merry Christmas!

These lucky readers got to go free to Dickens on the Strand

Cost of  ‘Twelve Days 
of Christmas’ holds 

steady this year
Some good news for the 

holidays: the cost of “The  Twelve 
Days of Christmas” has only 
increased slightly over last year

According to PNC Wealth Man-
agement of Pittburgh, while the 
cost of six geese-a-laying shot up 
71 percent, the rest of the items 
have remained the same. But, 
the six geese are not really a big 
ticket item.

The cost of the five golden 
rings, four calling birds and 
nine ladies dancing remained 
unchanged.

The entire package this year 
costs $116,273.04, up slightly 
from $114,651.18 in 2013.

To make you feel even better, 
this year’s increase was the small-
est since 2002. Happy shopping!

Buffalo, runway and 
airplanes do not mix
Oh, give me a home, where the 

buffalo roam ..., but get them off 
the runway - please.

After the Russians shot a 
Malaysian commercial airliner 
out of the sky, and a crazy pilot 
crashed another flight into the 
Indian ocean, we recommended 
that our readers not fly Malaysian 
Airlines.

We now add SpiceJet to this 
list, which has grown from one 
airline to two. A Boeing 737 spice-
Jet flight taking off in the Indian 
City of Surat recently hit a buffalo, 
minding his own business on the 
runway.

The poor animal died at the 
scene. Passengers were shaken, 
but unharmed and put on another 
flight, due to damage to the plane. 
The pilot complained that the 
buffalo came out of nowehere and 
could not bee seen at night. No 
kidding. Who would have thought?

The 32nd annual toy collection 
ride sponsored by the Brazosport 
Harley Owners’ Group will be 
held on Sunday, Dec. 14, and 
riders are encouraged to bring 
unwrapped toys or donations for 
the Salvation Army.

Toys will be put in a trailer and 
taken to Freeport Municipal Park, 
where the riders will meet up with 

representatives of the Salvation 
Army’s Freeport location, which will 
distribute them to needy families in 
the area.

Registration for the toy collec-
tion ride starts at 11 a.m. at the 
Goe Harley-Davidson dealership, 
located at 1350 Velasco (Hwy. 
288-B) in Angleton, and “kick stands 
up” to begin the ride will be about 1:

30 p.m.
Sometimes there are several 

hundred riders participating, so 
registration takes some time, an 
organizer said. 

Toys can be of any value, even 
dollar toys, so that anyone can 
afford to participate, he said.

For more information, call the 
dealership at (979) 849-3681.    

Goe bike ride toy drive to bring cheer to needy children

Kiss Alike is a band that sounds 
and looks much like the original 
superstar group, KISS.

Landshark Entertainment pres-
ents this tribute band, which will 
come to Club Kaboom in Freeport 
on Friday, Dec. 12. The show, which 
includes an opening band at 7 p.m., 

will last until 10:30 p.m. at the club, 
located at 215 E. Park St., 77541.

Tickets are $10 pre-sale or $15 
at the door or $25 for a couple. VIP 
tickets are $40 and include food, 
drinks and pictures with the band. 
There also are a limited number of 
table reservations.

There will be a KISS costume con-
test with a cash prize. Goe Harley 
Davidson and Lone Star Wireline 
Services are helping to sponsor the 
show, which is for all ages.

For more information, call Marty 
at (979) 618-4001, or Kenny, (979) 
997-5156. 

Kiss Alike coming to Freeport to rock the town Dec. 12
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FOR SALE
1985 Corvette. Blue, 
under 40K miles. In good 
shape. Standard. Call 
Richard at 979-236-3937.

SURPRISED TO SEE US, SWEETHEART? A British woman found a 
text on her boyfriend’s phone from another woman and called her when 
he went to Germany on vacation. The two women discovered that he 
told them both that they were his girlfriend. Then they went on Facebook 
where they found another woman with whom he was cheating on both of 
them. In the end, all three ladies went to meet him at the airport together, 
much to his surprise, when he returned from vacation.

TAKE THAT, YE VARLET! A burglar broke into a home in Wichita 
Falls, Tex., that was owned by a man who practices medieval fighting as 
a hobby and keeps a short spear by his bed. The guy leapt up and went 
right into a combat stance, stabbing the intruder and forcing him to flee. 
He was arrested a short time later in a stolen car.

A SPECIAL FAMILY MEMORY: Dozens of the 200 guests at a wedding 
reception got into a major brawl at a country club in Orchard Park, N.Y. 
after one of the ushers was thrown out. Seven different police agencies 
descended on the scene to find family members screaming that they 
hated each other, punching holes in the walls, and splattering the dance 
floor with one another’s blood. “Things were said that can never be taken 
back,” one witness said.

AND THAT’S NOT ALL THEY WEREN’T WEARING: Police pulled 
over a van in Ibiza. Spain, in the wee hours of the morning, and discov-
ered three married Swiss couples in the back having private moments. 
Since what they were doing apparently isn’t illegal on the Spanish party 
island, the cops ticketed them for not wearing seatbelts.

 YOUR STORY DOESN’T EXACTLY HOLD UP: When police spotted 
a man inside a store in Asheboro, N.C., before it opened, he told them 
that he had been locked inside the night before when he went to use 
the bathroom. Just to be sure, the cops examined the surveillance tape, 
which showed him grabbing a box of cookies before he hid out in the 
bathroom. Then, after everyone left, he ate food off the shelves, drank 
soda and beer, smoked cigarettes and filled his pockets with sunglasses, 
candy bars and cell phones.

I JUST LOVE THIS CAR! A man took off from a DUI checkpoint in 
Fontana, Calif., in a New Ferrari 458 Spyder, which he had stolen. He 
abandoned the car a short while later and fled the area on foot. After the 
cops took it to the impound lot, the guy broke in and stole the vehicle 

       LEGAL NOTICE
Application has been made 

with the Texas Alcoholic Bev-
erage Commission for a Beer 
Retail Dealer’s On-Premise 
License (BE) by Rodney Lee 
Davis & Cynthia Baker Davis 
et al, operating as Fearshire 
Farms Beer Gardens to be 
located at 1100 S Walker, 
Angleton, Brazoria County, 
Texas.   Rodney Lee Davis & 
Cynthia Baker Davis et al part-
nership owners.

AUSTIN— With Christmas only 
a few weeks away, take time to get 
away from the craze of gift shopping 
and other holiday madness at a 
Texas state park.

“State parks have long been 
associated with the summer holi-
days, but some of the best program-
ming for the entire year happens 
around Thanksgiving and Christ-

mas,” says Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department’s Thomas Wilhelm, 
marketing and branding manager 
for Texas State Parks.

In the spirit of the season, state 
parks will be hosting more than 50 
holiday-themed events from Dec. 1 
until after Christmas at more than 
40 parks across the state.

A new brochure is available at 
all state parks and Texas Travel 
Information Centers with details of 
each event. 

The 12-page booklet includes 
images of past events and a map 
of all parks offering holiday happen-

ings. The brochure is also available 
online at www.texasstateparks.org/
holiday.

Can’t make it to a park or want 
to take home something to com-
memorate the holidays? Take a 
piece of the parks home with you 
by purchasing a Texas state park 
ornament.

For the past 13 years, TPWD has 

offered Christmas ornaments featur-
ing some of the most recognizable 
landscapes from the Texas state 
park system. 

This year the ornaments are 
showcasing Independence Hall at 
Washington-on-the-Brazos State 
Historic Site, the Texas state bison 
herd at Caprock Canyons State 
Park and a horseback rider gazing 
at the majesty of Big Bend Ranch 
State Park.

All of the ornaments and holiday 
activity information can be found 
at: texasstateparks.org.

The ornaments are $8.95 each, 
or $19.95 for the set of three. 
During the month of December, if 
you purchase a Texas State Park 
gift card valued at $75 or more, 
you can receive a free 2014 orna-
ment.

One of the longest-running state 
park traditions is the Christmas 
celebration at Lyndon B. Johnson 
State Park and Historic Site.

State parks offer various holiday events, gifts and a quiet place to escape for a while
Brochure available to guide you to happenings across state
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Did you know?

Body electric
Q.  What’s the point of crouching 

on the balls of your feet like a base-
ball catcher if there’s no ballgame 
in sight?

A.  It’ll get your body as low as 
possible while keeping most of it 
off the ground, says Lucas Reilly 
in “Mental Floss” magazine.  The 
point here may just be your survival, 
if you’re caught in a storm and are 
about to be hit by lightning.  Now 
the ambient electrical charge may 
make your skin tingle and your hair 
stand on end -- a dead giveaway!  
Dead wrong is the old notion -- oft 
repeated -- that “the best thing you 
can do is lie down flat.”

Experts recommend the crouch 
position with heels together, creat-
ing “a circuit for the charge to travel, 
allowing the bolt to ride up one 
foot, down the other and back into 
the ground -- rather than coursing 
through the rest of your body.”

Elevator math
Q.  Here’s a surreal elevator 

experience: You’re in a 20-floor 
building starting out on the 1st floor, 
but oddly the elevator has only 2 
buttons, one to take you up 8 floors, 
the other to take you down 11 floors.  
Can you figure how to get all the 
way up to the 20th floor, even as 

you visit all other floors along your 
way?

A.  Starting out on the 1st floor, 
it’s 1+8 on up to the 9th floor, then 
9+8 on up to the 17th floor, then 
down 11 to the 6th floor and up 8 to 
the 14th floor, explains Ivan Mosco-
vich in “Genius Gymnasium.”  Now 
it’s down 11 to the 3rd floor, up 8 to 
the 11th floor, and up 8 to the 19th 
floor and down 11 to the 8th floor.  
Next it’s up 8 to the 16th floor, down 
11 to the 5th floor, up 8 to the 13th 
floor and down 11 to the 2nd floor.  
Whew!  Then it’s up 8 to the 10th 
floor, up another 8 to the 18th floor, 
down 11 to the 7th floor, up 8 to the 
15th floor, down 11 to the 4th floor 
and up 8 to the 12th floor.  Almost 
there.  Finally another 8 up takes 
you to the very top--the 20th floor.  
You got it! 

Pass this on to your 
grandchildren

Q.  Don’t hold your breath, but 
some of us will still be around to 
witness “1234567890 Day.”  Can 
you explain this once-in-a-lifetime 
event, for those with properly timed 
lifespans?

A.  You already missed the date 
in 1990, but this curious mathemati-
cal date, based on the American 
system, is set to reappear toward 

the end of this century:  The time 
and date 12:34:56 7/8/90 will occur 
at 34 minutes and 56 seconds past 
noon (or midnight) on July 8th in 
2090.  Hopefully you can live to 
tell about your “1234567890 Day.”  
(From Ian Stewart’s “Professor 
Stewart’s Casebook of Mathemati-
cal Mysteries”)

Living language
Q.  Just like people, a living 

language adapts over time, with 
some words changing more than 
others.  For example, “broadcast” 
used to mean “to sow seeds by 
scattering,” and a “diaper” was a 
kind of fabric, writes Anu Garg in his 
“A.Word.A.Day” website.  Also in the 
category of “words that ain’t what 
they used to be,” whatever hap-
pened to “harbinger,” “restive” and 
“obsequious”?

A.  Originally, a “harbinger” was 
“a person who provided lodging,” 
changing then to “a person sent to 
find lodging for an army,” and now 
meaning “one that foreshadows 
the approach of something.”  As 
for “restive,” its meaning eventually 
shifted to its opposite, from “refus-
ing to go forward”--as in “a restive 
horse”--to “unable to remain still,” or 
“restless,” “uneasy.”

Finally, consider “obsequious,” 
which earlier meant “obedient” or 
“dutiful,” without its current connota-
tion of “fawning,” or “behaving in a 
servile manner.”  As Henry David 
Thoreau wrote:  “I sat at a table 
where were rich food and wine in 
abundance, and obsequious atten-
dance, but sincerity and truth were 
not, and I went away hungry from 
the inhospitable board.”

(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)

• Textiety is a condition in which 
an individual feels anxious after 
not receiving or sending any text 
messages.

• The word “oxymoron” is an 
oxymoron. The Greek word “oxy” 
means “sharp” and “moron” means 
“dull”.

• Before the invention of the 
lightbulb, people slept an average of 
10 hours every night.

• Prescription drugs kill more 
people every year than heroin and 
cocaine combined.

State parks offer various holiday events, gifts and a quiet place to escape for a while
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Black Friday has seen shoppers lose sense of urgency
Chicago Tribune (TNS)

After growing for several years, 
the all-important Black Friday shop-
ping weekend took a double-digit 
tumble, recent figures from the 
National Retail Federation show.

With retailers offering steep dis-
counts early and often, shoppers 
have lost the sense of urgency to 
gorge on sales during Black Friday 
weekend, helping drive spending 

down during the weekend by an 
estimated 11 percent, the trade 
group said.

But that doesn’t mean this 
year’s holiday season, which 
typically accounts for one-fifth of 
the industry’s annual revenues, is 
doomed.

“I think the consumer is get-
ting smarter, and they realize that 
retailers are likely to continue a 

promotional cadence from now until 
past Christmas,” said Scott Tuhy, a 
vice president at Moody’s Investors 
Service. The season is long and 
doesn’t end until well in January, 
he noted, when people cash in on 
gift cards.

“It’s still early enough that I 
don’t think retailers need to panic 
just yet,” Tuhy said. “The next few 
weeks will be important.”
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In recognition of the many hours 
of service devoted throughout the 
year, the Brazosport Regional Vol-
unteers recently held their annual 
luncheon to honor the dedicated 
individuals.

Their smiling faces and vibrant 
personalities filled the room as 
each volunteer was welcomed. The 
group enjoyed lunch provided by On 
the River as Al Guevara, CEO and 
President of Brazosport Regional 
thanked each one of them for their 
hard work and contribution to the 
Health System.

 Volunteers were recognized 

for their years of service, which 
together, amounted to 180 years.  
Recipients included:

5 years: Shirley Areson, Melba 
Campbell, Jerrie Collins, Polly 
Edwards, Barbara Herron, Dudley 
Johnson, Carolyn Kent, Dorothy 
Murphy, Renee Murphy, Wendy 
Piper-Lacroix

10 years: Kathleen Fonda, Earl 
Sherman, Rhonda Waldrep

15 years: Poornima Bhat, Nick 
Cesarini

20 years: Betty Willy
25 years: Joyce Mardis, VeNila 

Nichols

Following lunch, officers for 2015 
were installed by volunteer Melba 
Campbell. 

 New officers include: Donna 
Hicks, President; Kathy Wilson, Past 
President; Carol Watson, Presi-
dent Elect; Glenda Gibson, Vice 
President/Membership Chairman; 
Barbara Davis Recording Secretary; 
Dorothy Murphy, Treasurer; and Ann 
Lord, Corresponding Secretary.

The volunteers are always 
seeking new members to join their 
organization.

  If you are recently retired, suffer-
ing from empty nest syndrome, or 
just looking for something rewarding 
to occupy your time as well as give 
you great satisfaction, Brazosport 
Regional is the place to be! 

Please call the volunteer office at 
(979) 285-1185, or visit www.Brazo
sportRegional.org/Volunteers if you 
are interested in volunteering.

Brazosport Regional honors volunteers at luncheon; CEO Guevara thanks them for their service
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come down here and see where her 
offspring set up his new digs. The 
holidays were approaching. I had a 
little time off, and we could spend 
Christmas together.

She fell in love with the weather 
right away. As soon as we left the 
airport and embarked on the long 
drive to Bay City, she couldn’t stop 
commenting about it.

It was December, right before 
Christmas, and the temperature was 
in the mid-70s.

I drove her down to the mouth 
of the Colorado River. We walked 
around the beach, where the 
River empties into the Gulf. It was 
something she had never seen. 
She was wearing summer clothes 
in the middle of December. Good 
thing she listened to me and packed 
something other than jackets and 
sweaters.

We sat by the apartment pool, ate 
out, and had a very nice Christ-
mas. The weather, though, made it 
even better. It’s not like we hadn’t 
seen each other for years. But she 

was curious about this new world 
I found, where there is no subway 
(not even the restaurant kind back 
then), and you could drive every-
where with the windows rolled down 
in the middle of winter.

One time, we were driving in my 
1968 Buick Skylark down the high-
way and passed a mowing crew. 
She rolled her window down and 
took some deep breaths.

“I love the smell of fresh cut 
grass,” she said. She couldn’t get 
enough of it. She wanted to bottle it 
up and take it back with her to the 
big city.

“Why don’t you move here?” I 
asked her. It would have been the 
perfect place for her to eventually 
retire. No more snow, and not much 
cold.

She never took me up on my 
offer. She had a job and friends to 
return to. She had a life that was 
completely different, and she liked 
it a lot.

But she also liked visiting in the 
winters to get away from the bitter 
cold. We spent many more holidays 

together before she died.
But the most memorable was 

that first one. It was a very special 
Christmas. We didn’t get expen-
sive gifts, and we didn’t do much 
socializing. It was her and me. We 
enjoyed the time together, talking 
about the past, what we had been 
through while country hopping in 
Europe.

And, I really enjoyed watching 
this middle-aged woman feeling for 
the first time the warm winter breeze 
of the Gulf Coast. It was the first 
time she was in a warm climate in 
the winter. 

It was, by all means, a great 
Christmas.

Then she left, and I went back to 
work. I called her a few days later 
just to talk.

“How do you like being back in 
the cold?” I asked her. She had 
been bragging at work about how it 
was summer in the winter here.

“Don’t tell them this,” I said, “but 
it’s near-freezing here today. We’re 
having a couple of days of winter.” 
Good thing it waited until you left.”

Warm Gulf Coast Christmas in 1979 made for a special reunion
(Continued from Page 1)
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Look for us on 
Facebook

See who is waiting for you at SPCA-BC

Come by the SPCA-BC Shelter at 141 Canna Ln., Lake Jackson, or we 
are at Brazos Mall, Petco and Petsmart every Saturday, to  visit with these 
pets and many of their friends. Kennel sponsorships are now available 
for large or small kennels. Why not have your company or family recog-
nized with a plaque to show you care? Call (979) 285-2340, ext. 100, or visit 
www.spcabc.org for details. Help control the pet population. Have your pet 
spayed or neutered. Come by the  SPCA-BC, and fill out an application today.

Air Force Airman Mary A. Rodri-
guez graduated from basic military 
training at Joint Base San Antonio-
Lackland, San Antonio. Rodriguez is 
the daughter of Bernardo Rodriguez 
of Freeport, and of Rachel J. Cobos 
of Denton, Texas; and the step-
daughter of Noel Cobos, also of 
Denton. She graduated in 2012 from 
Billy Ryan High School in Denton.

Air Force Airman 1st Class 
Marcell L. Ceaser graduated from 
basic military training at Joint Base 
San Antonio-Lackland, San Antonio. 
Ceaser is the grandson of Larry 
and Linda Ceaser of Clute. He is a 

2014 graduate of Brazoswood High 
School in Clute.

Air Force Airman Damian M. 
Howells graduated from basic 
military training at Joint Base San 
Antonio-Lackland, San Antonio. 
Howells is the son of Melanie R. 
and step-son of Ronald D. Blount 
of Rosharon, grandson of Shirley A. 
and Michael G. Cummings of Alvin, 
and nephew of Christina Tweedle of 
Angleton. He is a 2014 graduate of 
Angleton High School.

Army Pvt. Elijah J. Spencer 

has graduated from basic combat 
training at Fort Jackson, Columbia, 
S.C. Spencer is the son of Gillian 
Spencer of Angleton. He is a 2014 
graduate of Angleton High School.

U.S. Air National Guard Airman 
1st Class Pedro J. Mora graduated 
from basic military training at Joint 
Base San Antonio-Lackland, San 
Antonio. Mora is the son of Allyson 
L. Doucet of Pearland, and Pedro 
D. Mora of Baton Rouge, La. He is 
a 2013 graduate of Glenda Dawson 
High School, Pearland.

News from our area men and women in the armed forces

Lower oil prices 
expected to help 

US economy
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

WASHINGTON — Two top 
Federal Reserve policymakers said 
Monday that falling oil prices will 
help the U.S. economy even though 
the drop adds to concerns about low 
inflation.

As the cost of energy tumbles 
— the average nationwide price of a 
gallon of regular unleaded gasoline 
is below $3 — consumers will have 
more money to spend, said William 
Dudley, president of the Federal 
Reserve Bank of New York.

Lower energy prices are a “posi-
tive development” for the U.S. and 
world economies, he said in a New 
York speech.

The price of the benchmark U.S. 
crude oil has fallen by more than 30 
percent over the past six months.

It dropped to $66.15 a barrel on 
Friday — the lowest price since the 
Great Recession — after OPEC 
ministers decided against reduc-
ing production to ease a global 
oversupply.

The price bounced back Monday, 
rising about 4 percent to about $69 
a barrel.

In the short term, lower prices for 
oil and other energy “will lead to a 
significant rise in real income growth 
for households and should be a 
strong spur to consumer spending,” 
Dudley said at Bernard M. Baruch 
College.

Lower-income families will benefit 
more because energy costs are a 
higher portion of their expenses. 
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By Chuck Barney
Contra Costa Times (TNS)

Laugh and call him names all you 
want, but there’s no denying that the 
furry misfit at the heart of “Rudolph 
the Red-Nosed Reindeer” has out-
shone his naysayers to become the 
most famous holiday TV star of all.

The seasonal perennial was 
the brainchild of producers Arthur 
Rankin and Jules Bass, who in 1964 
took Johnny Marks’ novelty song 
and turned it into an instant televi-
sion classic. When “Rudolph” first 
aired during a Sunday afternoon on 
NBC, it drew a 50 share of the audi-
ence, which was sensational even 
in a three-channel universe. Five 
decades later, fans are still shouting 
out with glee.

This year on CBS, “Rudolph” 
celebrates its 50th anniversary, 
extending its reign as television’s 
longest-running special. Like “A 
Charlie Brown Christmas,” which 
turns 50 next year, “Rudolph” is a 
beloved heirloom handed down 
from parents to their children.

“It’s a feel-good story of redemp-
tion, with a distinctive, magical look 
to it,” says Rick Goldschmidt, author 

of “The Enchanted World of Rankin-
Bass.” “Obviously, it’s a part of the 
holiday tradition for many families.”

Paul Soles, who provided the 
voice for Rudolph’s pal, Hermey the 
elf, believes the concept of outcasts 
rising up to be heroes is a key factor 
in the program’s staying power.

“I don’t think there are many 
kids who, while growing up, didn’t 
at some point feel like an outsider, 
or like they didn’t measure up,” he 
says. “So it’s not difficult to relate to 
— and love — these characters.”

Over the years, the legend of this 
animated gem has gotten plenty of 
shine, but with the help of Gold-
schmidt, we uncovered 10 things 
you didn’t know about “Rudolph the 
Red-Nosed Reindeer.” Pull up an 
ice block and lend an ear:

1. An international flavor
Rudolph might appear to be an 

all-American reindeer, but he and 
his pals were lovingly brought to life 
overseas by Japanese stop-motion 
animators working in a building that 
had previously been used to test 
engines for fighter planes. In fact, 
many of the Rankin-Bass “animagic” 
specials were shot in Japan.

2. Northern exposure
While the animation for “Rudolph” 

was done in Japan, the voice work 
was performed almost entirely in 
Toronto by Canadian actors. They 
were largely known for their fine 
work in radio dramas, which, at the 
time, were still very popular north of 
the border.

3. Say what? Rudolph’s a girl?
Speaking of the people behind 

the puppets, it might come as a 
surprise that Rudolph was voiced 
by a woman. Billie Mae Richards, 
then 43, was an actress and singer 
who had a knack for doing little-boy 
characterizations. Late in life, Rich-
ards became a neighbor of Soles at 
Toronto’s Performing Arts Lodge, a 
housing complex for showbiz vets. 
She died in 2010 at the age of 88.

4. A little nip-and-tuck
Like many screen stars, Santa 

Claus and little Rudolph have had 
some cosmetic work done. The two 
original puppets were in miserable 
shape when discovered in some-
one’s attic in 2005. Santa’s fluffy 
eyebrows and half his mustache 
were missing, as was Rudolph’s 
famous nose. After being appraised 

on “Antiques Roadshow” (estimated 
value: $8,000 to $10,000), they 
were bought by a fan and restored 
to mint condition by a Los Angeles 
animation studio.

5. A not-so-holly-jolly Dolly
On the Island of Misfit Toys, the 

Dolly for Sue doesn’t appear to 
have anything wrong with her, and 
for decades, fans wondered why 
she was there. Rankin thought all 
the speculation a little silly, so he 
concocted a silly back story. Dolly, 
he claimed, suffered from depres-
sion and self-esteem issues.

6. Making a side trip
The original 1964 airing of 

“Rudolph” did not have Santa 
traveling to the Island of Misfit 
Toys on Christmas Eve to rescue 
its downtrodden residents. Some 
disappointed viewers protested, 
and the show’s sponsor, General 
Electric, prodded Rankin and Bass 
to alter the ending. Score one for 
the outcasts.

7. His song went down in his-
tory

Marks, who in 1949 penned his 
tune about a reindeer with an incan-
descent snout, initially was reluctant 

to lend the song rights to television. 
Recorded by Gene Autry, Andy Wil-
liams and others, “Rudolph” was his 
gold mine, and he feared overex-
posing it. Marks not only relented, 
he wound up writing all the show’s 
other songs.

8. A Burl-y snowman
Burl Ives, the voice behind the 

show’s dapper narrator, Sam the 
Snowman, was a late addition. Sam 
was to be played by Larry Mann, 
the guy who voiced Yukon Corne-
lius. But NBC and General Electric 
thought the show needed some star 
power. Enter the banjo-playing Ives.

9. No special delivery
In the original script, baby 

Rudolph was supposed to be 
delivered to Donner and his wife by 
a stork named Gus. The sequence, 
however, was cut for time.

10. Ratings silver and gold
Even now — in an era of 

DVDs and splintered audiences 
— “Rudolph” remains a crowd 
favorite, as the special typically 
wins the Nielsen race on the night it 
airs. Last year, more than 13 million 
viewers tuned in to see Rudolph 
rescue Christmas once again.

‘Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer’

10 things you didn’t know about this holiday classic
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Why is defensive 
driving a good deal?

So, you got a ticket. Now what?
Should you pay it, or should you 

take a defensive driving course?
While you may not like the idea of 

sitting in a defensive driving class for 
six hours, the reality is that defensive 
driving is the cheapest way to get rid 
of a traffic violation ticket.

Plus, by taking defensive driving, 
you also will earn a certificate that 
will decrease the liability portion of 
your car insurance by 10 percent for 
the next three years. Plus, there will 
not be any points attached to your 
license.

A defensive driving class like 
Stand-Up Defensive Driving at 
Brazos Mall in Lake Jackson,  
makes you a better, more careful 
and considerate driver. By keeping 
your attention through comedy and 
integrating entertainment into the 
curriculum, you are subjected to a 
continuing education driving course 
that refreshes the rules of the road.

You’ll even learn about how laws 
of physics control what happens to 
you in a car crash, and how you can 
use these laws to avoid the crash 
altogether.

If you become a safer driver, 
chances are that you will be able to 
steer around accidents or stop your 
car safely before crashing. If you can 
do that by following a few defensive 
driving pointers, you will not file an 
insurance claim because you will not 
crash your car.

Saving 10 percent on insurance for 
the next three years is your reward 
for choosing defensive driving rather 
than paying the ticket. Once you 
complete the course and receive your 
certifi- cate, the ticket does not count. 
You also will not be allotted 2 points 
on your license for a moving violation 
or 3 points for a crash.

By law, you can take defensive 
driving once every 12 months to 
dismiss a ticket.  However, once 
you complete a Stand-Up Defensive 
driving course, we hope that we 
won’t see you for another three 
years, when renewing your insurance 
discount certificate.

Call (979) 299-1000 for the Lake 
Jackson school inside Brazos Mall. 

Classes are held every Saturday 
9 a.m.-3 p.m., and call for Tuesday/
Wednesday night dates and times. 
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History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Dec. 8: ON THIS DATE in 1941, 
the United States and Great Britain 
declared war on Japan as the U.S. 
entered World War II. In 1946, the 
Bell X-1 rocket plane made its first 
powered flight.

Dec. 9: ON THIS DATE in 1957, 
Elvis Presley, Johnny Cash, Carl 
Perkins and Jerry Lee Lewis gath-
ered at Sun Records in Memphis, 
Tennessee, for an informal record-
ing session. In 1979, eradication 
of the smallpox virus was certified, 
making it the only human disease 
ever driven to extinction.

Dec. 10: ON THIS DATE in 
1936, Britain’s King Edward VIII 
abdicated his throne in order to 
marry an American divorcee, 
Wallis Warfield Simpson. In 1958, 
a Boeing 707 jetliner made its first 
scheduled trip, a National Airlines 
flight from New York to Miami.

Dec. 11: ON THIS DATE in 
1792, France’s King Louis XVI 
went before the Convention to 
face charges of treason. He was 
convicted, then executed a month 
later. In 1961, a U.S. aircraft carrier 
carrying Army helicopters arrived 
in Saigon - the first direct American 

military support for South Viet-
nam’s battle against communist 
guerrillas.

Dec. 12: ON THIS DATE in 
1791, the Bank of the United 
States opened. In 1792, Ludwig 
van Beethoven, 22, received his 
first lesson in music composi-
tion from Franz Joseph Haydn in 
Vienna.

Dec. 13: ON THIS DATE in 
1843, “A Christmas Carol” by 
Charles Dickens was published. In 
2003, former Iraqi dictator Saddam 
Hussein was captured by U.S. 
troops. In 1955, Bulletin Publisher 
John Toth was born.

Dec. 14: ON THIS DATE in 
1799, George Washington, the 
first president of the United States, 
died at age 67. In 1962, the U.S. 
space probe Mariner II approached 
Venus, transmitting information 
about the planet back to Earth.

Answer to last week’s ques-
tion: This week in 1906, the Nobel 
Peace Prize was awarded to Presi-
dent Theodore Roosevelt - the first 
time an American won the prize.

This week’s question: In 1969, 
the U.S. Air Force closed Project 
Blue Book. What was the subject 
of this investigation?

The motor home life: Should you go down that road?
By Jenny King
Chicago Tribune (TNS)

Blame wet feet.
It took several days of rain on a 

Colorado family vacation to move 
Julianne Vanden Wyngaard from 
tent camper to motor home owner.

“I thought when cooking outside 
one wet evening, please get me off 
the ground,” says the carillonneur 
and Grand Valley State University 
faculty member from Grand Rapids, 
Mich.

The Vanden Wyngaards started 
with a 24-foot motor home, which 
they used for camping. Some 10 
years ago, anticipating semiretire-
ment and a chance to be snowbirds, 
they took the plunge and moved 
lock, stock and barrel into a 42-foot 
Class A diesel-powered motor 
home, where they now live year-
round.

Up to 14 feet wide with its side 
slide-outs and equipped with double 

sink and hot water, the Vanden 
Wyngaards’ home on wheels fits 
cocktails for 12, dinner for four and 
lodging for two, Julianne says. A 
narrow sofa-bed can accommodate 
an overnight guest.

A motor home “is a self-propelled 
living space,” says Dennis Ander-
son, marketing vice president at 
General RV, in Wixom, Mich.

Motor homes belong to the larger 
family of recereational vehicles, 
which include everything from tow-
able pop-up tents to trailers measur-
ing 35 feet and longer, as well as 
motor homes.

Close to 9 million (8.9 million) 
households in the U.S. own some 
kind of RV, which is a record, 
according to the most recent study 
(2011) by the Survey Research 
Center at the University of Michigan.

Travel trailers have enjoyed the 
greatest sales gains in recent years 
due to the growing popularity of 

utility vehicles and light trucks with 
towing capabilities.

Motor homes are increasing in 
popularity as well, increasing to 2.1 
percent of the total RV population in 
2011, up from 1.9 percent.

Motor-home buyers, Anderson 
says, are all over the map when 
it comes to demographics. Motor 
homes offer a comfortable way to 
travel and are cheaper (than cars) 
to insure because they are not used 
like a daily driver, Anderson says.

In the overall recreational vehicle 
market, sales of used RVs outnum-
ber new sales two to one, says the 
University of Michigan study. A 2013 
Class A 34-foot motor home retailing 
for $180,000 new might today sell 
for $124,000 at a dealership.

Paul Manners bought his 
preowned Newmar Mountain Aire 
motor home about four years ago. 
The Oakland County, Mich., resident 
factored the 37-foot vehicle into his 
retirement plans, set to begin at the 
end of this year.

“I had owned a 25-foot motor 
home years ago,” said the musician 
and keyboard specialist. “It had 
everything — a shower, twin beds.”

Manners says he initially had 
hoped to retire to an air park in 
Florida where he could fly the plane 
he was building and enjoy the set-
ting. When health issues kept him 
from renewing his pilot’s license, 
he rewrote his plans and decided 
to try living in a motor home park 
in Ocala, Fla., at least during the 
winter months.

“I bought the Mountain Aire from 
a man in Warren (Mich.). It had only 
18,000 miles on it, and the price 
was good,” Manners says. Before 
writing a check he took the vehicle 
to a garage for a thorough inspec-
tion. It passed. For service, he uses 
a local business that specializes in 
RVs.

Not wanting to brave January 
driving in such a large vehicle, 
Manners took the motor home out 
of local storage in October, drove it 
to Florida, parked it and flew home. 
He’ll drive his Envoy to Florida early 
next year packed with an electronic 
keyboard for practicing, his dog for 
company and “everything I forgot to 
take in the motor home in October.”

For overnighters, nicer stopovers 
might run $40-$50 a day including 
fees and amenities. Many travel-

ers need sewer hookups, and most 
would like electricity and fresh 
water.

Those who want to save money 
and rough it might use highway 
rest stops, truck stops or accept 
the hospitality of the Wal-Marts that 
allow overnight parking in their lots. 
The website RVtravel.com suggests 
asking the Wal-Mart store manager 
for approval, parking at the edge 
of the lot, using only your parking 
space (don’t plan to set up chairs 
outside and use your vehicle’s 
pullout sides) and take your trash 
with you.

World travelers Joyce and Bob 
Myers of Detroit, who undoubt-
edly have stayed in some first-rate 
hotels, found the Wal-Mart lot quite 
comfortable.

“There are no hookups for water 
and electricity, but we had what we 
needed in our motor home and just 
pulled the shades down for a good 
sleep,” says Joyce.

Truck stops are good places to 
flush your tanks, she adds, and 
sometimes the food there is good.

The Myerses already knew the 
drill on flushing and refilling tanks 
from being boat owners. The motor 
home honeymoon didn’t last long, 
however. After a few years, a couple 
of trips across the country and 
25,000 miles, they gave the motor 
home, which they had bought used, 
to a son.

“We were too busy to use it,” 
Myers says.

Myers said she never drove the 
motor home. The couple towed 
a compact car and she thought 
it would be too much for her to 
manage safely, even with good 
mirrors. But it was Julianne Vanden 

Wyngaard who took the test drive in 
the couple’s 42-foot motor home.

Taking test drives is recom-
mended by manufacturers and 
owners. The Vanden Wyngaards’ 
vehicle, fully loaded including water 
and fuel, weighs around 47,000 
pounds, she says. A towed vehicle 
adds to that. A motor home is a 
large target for crosswinds; slippery 
roads are a danger.

While her husband, Joe, does 
most of the driving because he 
enjoys it, she knows she can, as 
well. “The man who was with me 
on the test drive congratulated 
me when I made a right-hand turn 
because I didn’t hit a lamppost,” she 
says. “I answered, ‘what lamppost?’ 
because I hadn’t even seen it.”

Other cost considerations:
When it comes to fuel economy, 

more MPH equals fewer MPG. Paul 
Manners reports 9 miles per gallon 
from his Ford Triton V-10 when he 
averages 55-57 miles per hour.

A motor home can qualify as a 
second home. The tax break is on 
the interest paid on the vehicle loan. 
In some states, a portion of the 
vehicle registration and of the state 
sales tax paid is deductible.

Pets travel free in a motor home, 
except for their meals and supplies.

A well-stocked full kitchen on 
board saves on restaurant meals.

There’s no simple formula for 
motor home insurance. Premi-
ums are affected by who owners 
are, where they live and how the 
motor home will be used. Common 
mistake: buying too small or too big 
a motor home. Everyone should 
be belted while the motor home is 
moving. A sudden stop could cause 
injury.

A prospective buyer talks with U.S. Marshall Kevin Carr, left, inside Rita 
Crundwell’s motor home at the Oak Creek Police Department in Oak 
Creek, Wis., (Armando L. Sanchez/Chicago Tribune/TNS)
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Urge troubled family members to seek 
the guidance and peace of Christ

My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Q: Someone in our family is always having a crisis, and all of their prob-
lems end up in my lap. I get so tired trying to deal with them. They mostly 
ignore my advice anyway. Sometimes I just wish I could leave. Why is our 
family so messed up? - Mrs. D. McL.

A: I don’t think I’ve ever seen a family that didn’t have problems, and I 
doubt if I ever will. Almost since the beginning of the human race, when 
Cain killed his brother, Abel, families have been beset with conflicts and 
problems (see Genesis 4:1-16).

However, that’s no excuse for being unconcerned about our families. 
God gave our families to us, and it isn’t His will for them to be constantly 
in turmoil or conflict. I know your family’s problems have become a huge 
burden for you, but how much worse would things be if they didn’t have 
you to help them? Even if they don’t always heed your advice, you may 
be helping them in ways you’ll never realize. Jesus said, “Blessed are the 
peacemakers, for they will be called children of God” (Matthew 5:9).

How can you help your family? The most important thing you can do is 
urge each family member who comes to you to turn to Christ and give their 
lives to Him. They need Christ’s forgiveness and new life, and they need 
the love for others that only He can give. They also need His help to live 
as they should, and to make wise decisions about the future. And if you’ve 
never given your own life to Christ, open your heart and life to Him today.

Then ask God to give you wisdom when others come to you - and also 
patience. In addition, pray for - and with - them, as well.

Good news: Consumers buying cars again like it’s 2006
By Alisa Priddle
and Brent Snavely
Detroit Free Press (TNS)

DETROIT — Consumers are 
buying new cars at a pace not seen 
since before the recession.

You have to rewind the clock to 
2006 to see the kind of November 

results that many automakers 
have reported, amid forecasts the 
month’s sales pace could exceed 
17 million for only the second time 
since 2006, even though there was 
one less selling day in the month.

The industry hit 17.5 million in 
August.

Low gasoline prices and interest 
rates have kept sales of large trucks 
and utility vehicles strong. Such 
vehicles are among the industry’s 
most profitable.

Consumers are enjoying contin-
ued low interest rates, and gasoline 
prices are at a five-year low, which 
is spurring sales of profitable larger 
vehicles.

“By any measure, households 
are reaping significant disposable 
income gains each week at current 
gas prices,” said Ford economist 
Emily Kolinski Morris. “With U.S. 
gasoline consumption of over 360 
million gallons a day, that represents 
a total savings of about $180 million 
per day now versus September.”

Among the big gainers: Chrysler 
continues its 56-month sales run 
with an increase of 20 percent while 
its crosstown rivals were more 
modest. General Motors’ U.S. sales 
of 225,818 vehicles last month were 
up 6 percent and Ford, which is 
in the midst of a record number of 
launches and cutting back on daily 
rental fleet sales to save its inven-
tory for retail customers, saw sales 
fall 2 percent.

Honda has reported a new 
November sales record of 121,814 
vehicles, up 5 percent from a year 
ago while Toyota and Volkswagen 
were both up 3 percent. Hyundai 
was down 4 percent from a record 
November in 2013.

It was GM’s best November sales 
in seven years.
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By Scott Collins
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

With the sexual misconduct alle-
gations against Bill Cosby topping 
headlines this month, some of the 
most critical comments directed at 
the embattled 77-year-old star are 
coming from his fellow comics.

“Here’s where we say goodbye, 
Bill Cosby,” tweeted Patton Oswalt, 
after writing that it was Cosby who 
inspired him to pursue a stand-up 
career.

The rest of Hollywood, however, 
seems gripped by a strange silence.

From the former costars of the 
1980s smash “The Cosby Show” to 
such Cosby pals as Oprah Winfrey 
and Magic Johnson, the entertain-
ment industry has mostly offered 
zero, at least publicly, on the subject 
of claims that the beloved sitcom 
patriarch and author of the No. 1 
bestseller “Fatherhood” was a serial 
abuser who drugged and sexually 
assaulted young women.

NBC dropped development 
plans for a comedy pilot in which 
Cosby would play the grandfather 
of a multi-generational family. And 
Netflix postponed a special on tap 
for the comic’s 77th birthday. But the 
companies offered no comment or 
explanation for those decisions.

Carsey Werner Co., which 
produced “The Cosby Show,” wrote 
in a terse statement that the “recent 
news reports are beyond our knowl-
edge or comprehension.”

During a taping of ABC’s daytime 
chat fest “The View,” co-host 
Whoopi Goldberg argued for 
restraint before judging Cosby. 
“People jump on the bandwagon. 
... For me, I’m going to wait,” said 
Goldberg, who outraged some in 
2009 with a defense of director 
Roman Polanski, who pleaded guilty 
to a charge of statutory rape.

“The silence from the entertain-
ment community has been obvious, 
and frankly, disappointing,” said 
Jeffrey McCall, a media studies 
professor at DePauw University. 
“Cosby’s pals are hesitant to disrupt 
his legendary status over old 
allegations. The Hollywood culture 
protects each other from scandals 
because few of them have spotless 
pasts.”

Like many Americans — and until 
recently, most of the news media 
— industry veterans seem torn 

between the public image of Cosby 
as an avuncular, sometimes cranky 
authority figure and his accusers’ 
portrayal of a sexual predator who 
followed a pattern of incapacitating 
victims before assaulting them.

In a town where success is the 
only calling card that matters, 
insiders are also burdened with the 
knowledge that Cosby is a singular 
success, a comic who worked his 
way up from clubs to TV stardom 
and is now worth an estimated 
$400 million. He is credited with 
helping turn NBC into the No. 1 
network starting in the 1980s, 
creating a dynasty that endured for 
years.

“There are people that are not 
going to want to believe it, that are 
still huge fans of Bill’s,” Sharon 
Osbourne said on CBS’ “The Talk,” 
when discussing a former NBC 
employee who claimed he helped 
Cosby pay hush money to women.

And then major entertainment 
figures fret about getting embroiled 
in the violent spin cycle on Twitter 
and social media, where outrage 
over offhand remarks about emo-
tional subjects can within minutes 
prompt trolls to hurl abuse or even 
death threats.

“There’s this concern about the 
media and the feeding frenzy in 
general,” said Dan Hill, a crisis 
public relations executive at Ervin 
Hill Strategy in Washington, D.C. 
“People are reluctant to participate 
in these kinds of conversations.”

This is not the first time, of 
course, that Hollywood has averted 
its gaze from an unpleasant topic. 
It’s hardly news that a mythol-
ogy-creating town that rushes to 
embrace every glamorous trend 
runs away from ugliness, at least 
until it’s safely tucked in the very 
distant past. Films and TV series 
about slavery and the Holocaust 
may win industry adulation, but it 
has proved difficult to get celebri-
ties and top decision-makers to 
acknowledge serious present-
day problems that threaten the 
industry’s natural order.

Silence, however, grows com-
plicated when claims of sexual 
assault are involved. In fact, the 
very word “silence” is a loaded term 
for accusers and advocacy groups, 
who say the tendency of society 
to turn away worsens the harm 

caused by the initial crime.
“Survivors of rape continuously 

face disbelief, blame and silence 
when they attempt to share their 
stories,” Chitra Panjabi, a vice 
president for the National Orga-
nization for Women, wrote in a 
statement. “The cases that have 
unfolded around Bill Cosby are no 
different. Since the first accusa-
tions arose in the early 2000s, 

these 13-plus women have been 
ignored, shamed, interrogated and 
silenced.”

Thus, the silence from a celebrity 
such as Winfrey is noteworthy. The 
former queen of daytime talk TV 
and creator of the cable network 
OWN revealed to her audience that 
she was sexually abused at age 9 
and has done countless shows fea-
turing survivors of rape and sexual 

abuse. She has also interviewed 
Cosby and his wife, Camille, who 
has not addressed the abuse 
allegations.

The big network late-night hosts 
usually live to feast on the foibles 
of the famous, but they, with few 
exceptions, have stayed away from 
Cosby. Conan O’Brien and Jon 
Stewart made passing jokes about 
the scandal.

Comics make their views on Cosby known, but overall, the silence in Hollywood is deafening

Keanu Reeves’ motorcycle company produces $78,000 bike
By Charles Fleming
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

HAWTHORNE, Calif. — Sport-
ing a beard and wearing brown 
leather boots and jacket, Keanu 
Reeves summed up the new 
motorcycle he’s selling in a single 
word: “Awesome.”

The $78,000 KRGT-1, years in 
the making, is a “custom motor-
cycle you can really ride,” the 
actor said.

Reeves conceived and 
designed the bike in partnership 
with his Arch Motorcycle Co. 
co-owner Gard Hollinger, who 
built the KRGT-1 off specs and 
sketches he and Reeves cooked 
up.

Standing in a high-ceiling 
brick-walled warehouse here, sur-
rounded by sections of KRGT-1s 
in various stages of readiness, 
Hollinger said his first introduction 
to Reeves was not very promising.

“Someone called and asked 
me if I was interested in building 
a sissy bar for Keanu Reeves,” 
Hollinger recalled. “I said, ‘No, but 
I’m happy to meet with him.’”

Within a short time, Reeves had 
given Hollinger a 2005 Harley-
Davidson to customize, and a 
friendship was born.

Hollinger was a lifelong rider, 
mechanic and designer, having 
started racing dirt bikes as a kid 
growing up in Los Angeles. He 
worked in a boatyard in the San 
Juan Islands, owned a motorcycle 
shop in Seattle, and built chop-
pers and bobbers as a “fabricator 
for hire” and then at his own Ziggy 
Harley Custom Motorcycles in 
Canoga Park.

Reeves came to motorcycles 
later in life. When he was 22, he 
bought a Kawasaki KLR600 while 

working on a movie in Germany. 
The bike was stolen, but the hook 
was set. When he returned to 
Los Angeles, he bought a classic 
Norton Commando.

Over the years, he acquired more 
bikes — sometimes buying them for 
the duration of a movie shoot, and 
selling them when the production 
wrapped — owning MotoGuzzis, 
Suzukis, and Harleys.

The KRGT-1 started as a one-off 
custom bike for Reeves, but as it 
became a reality, the actor started 
talking about making more of them. 
Hollinger couldn’t see it and found 
reasons to dismiss the idea.

Finally, Reeves told him: “I want 
you to stop telling me why we can’t 
do this and start telling me how we 
can.’ “

Once the design was under way, 
the two men were in agreement 
about what the KRGT-1 would be 
and do.

“We didn’t want a bike that would 
just look pretty sitting in your living 
room,” Hollinger said. “It had to be 
comfortable and reliable.”

“It had to go into extreme lean 
angles and really take care of you,” 

Reeves said.
Now completed and undergoing 

the testing required to pass emis-
sions and noise standards, the 
KRGT-1 looks like a rough-hewn 
road warrior. Blacked-out rims, 
cylinder heads and fork tubes are 
stark against the bright chrome 
and polished aluminum of the gas 
tank, exhaust pipes and upswept 
muffler.

The engine — a 120-cubic-inch 
V-twin producing 121 horsepower 
and 121 pound-feet of torque 
— roars like an untamed beast.

But this beast is a beauty, a 
hand-crafted, 538-pound piece of 
motorcycle art. Each bike requires 
hundreds of hours of labor.

The two-section gas tank alone 
requires 60 hours of work to turn 
from 600 pounds of solid alumi-
num into the sinuously-curved 
21-pound final product.

The bike is fast, too. At a recent 
test run on the track at Willow 
Springs International Raceway 
near Lancaster, Hollinger said, 
professional motorcycle racer 
Danny Eslick took the KRGT1 up 
to 138 mph.

Gard Hollinger walks through the show room next to the first bike he 
and Keanu Reeves built together in Hawthorne, Calif., on Nov. 5, 2014. 
(Bob Chamberlin/Los Angeles Times/TNS)
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Sound Advice:
Power bank will keep 

your old phone useable
By Don Lindich
Tribune News Service (TNS)

Q. I have an older iPhone 5 and am saving for 
an iPhone 6. Unfortunately my battery does not 
last long these days. Do you think it is worth trying 
to open it up and replace the battery myself?

— Jerry R., Mount Lebanon, Penn.
A. I think there is a better way to stay charged, 

and you won’t have to take your iPhone apart.
I have been in this situation myself. I seem to 

upgrade cameras and televisions with alarming 
frequency, but use my phones until they die. So, as 
of last summer I was still using an iPhone 4s. The 
battery was draining fast, and it got so bad I came 
really close to just giving up and getting an iPhone 
5s, though I knew the iPhone 6 was just around 
the corner. Fortunately I was able to stick it out and 
I have an iPhone 6 now.

I mentioned in a previous column that I went 
to Paris last summer. Part of our trip was a day 
at Disneyland Paris. I knew there was no way my 
phone would last the entire day. Charging from an 
outlet there (if even possible) would slow us down, 
so I brought a small power bank.

A power bank is a rechargeable battery device 
with USB charging inputs and outputs. Charge it 
up with the input, then use the output to charge 
your smartphone, tablet or camera as you go 
about your business, untethered to a wall or car 
connection.

The small power bank I used took my phone 
from 10 percent to 60 percent before it stopped 
charging. Not ideal, but it helped. My phone did not 
shut down until we were on the train back to Paris.

This has been my frustration with power banks. 
It seems that every one I have used is either 
too limited in its capacity, or too big to be truly 
pocketable. I have finally found a power bank that 
provides outstanding capacity in a small, sleek 
package with cutting-edge design.

The jHub Ultra from Modern Portable fits unob-
trusively in a pocket and has enough power to fully 
charge an iPhone 6 from empty not once, but two 
times. The output port glows red when charging 
and blue when it is fully charged. It sounds like a 
small detail, but in use I loved this feature. With 
the large glowing port, it’s easy to see the charging 
status from across the room.

The jHub Ultra can be found on Amazon for 
$19.99, but if you order from Modern Portable’s 
website you get a $5 holiday discount, bringing the 
price down to $14.99. I think it is the nicest, most 
genuinely useful $15 gadget I have ever tried. Visit 
www.modernportable.com to learn more.

Modern Portable has the ability to print company 
logos on their products for use as corporate gifts 
and giveaways, and I have long been looking for 
something to send to readers who contribute to the 
column. 
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 Dinner for Mister Ed
5 On-the-job extras
10 Cave feedback
14 Snow remover
15 Ice show site
16 D’back or Met
17 “East of Eden” director Kazan
18 Popular half of a 45, usually
19 Time division on a map
20 Five-time Super Bowl winners

23 Do a librarian’s chore
24 Last Greek letter
27 Pipeline product
28 “It’s all about the beer” Dutch 
brewer
31 Tweezer targets
34 Club for the supersmart
35 Soccer goal
36 Weight training units
37 “Miracle on 34th Street” store
38 Stand up

39 Make the most of
40 Obama daughter whose Secret 
Service code name is “Rosebud”
41 Parcels (out)
42 Big name in sneakers
44 Droop in the middle
45 Ford flop
46 Insurance filings
50 Standard flown in Ho Chi Minh 
City
55 Thug’s knife
57 Snow-block home
58 Prefix with cast
59 Not contaminated
60 34-Across member
61 Soprano’s solo
62 Shoe inserts
63 Road curves
64 Headliner, or symbol associ-
ated with 20-, 28-, 37-, 42- and 
50-Across
Down
1 Opinion pieces
2 God of Islam
3 Fabric often decorated with pasto-
ral scenes
4 Gulps down
5 Whole bunch
6 Guitarist Clapton
7 Start all over
8 Felt in one’s bones
9 Swedish automaker
10 Digestive protein
11 Tight, as families
12 Lady lobster
13 Find at the mine
21 “We Try Harder” car rental chain
22 Chaplin granddaughter named 
for her grandmother
25 V-formation birds
26 Gets in the poker game
28 Anne of “Donnie Brasco”
29 One-named “Orinoco Flow” 
singer
30 Mag. edition
31 Groundbreaking comic Lenny
32 Put down new grass sections
33 Starts to shoot
34 The “m” in E = mc2
37 Make a dent in, say
38 Rowing races
40 Actress Ward
41 Gander or gobbler
43 Soft-pile fabric
44 Offshoots
47 Like neon and xenon
48 Obama daughter whose Secret 
Service code name is “Radiance”
49 Mascara mishap
51 The Bee Gees’ “Gee”
52 Beast of fables
53 Spanish dessert
54 Partner of null
55 Coppertone letters
56 Shade of color
(c)2014 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
DUCK  SWAN  STORK  GOOSE  PELICAN  FLAMINGO
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: HABIT  STEED  JERSEY  GRASSY
Answer: She followed the diet book because it was -- EASY TO “DIGEST”  

Bulletin  Horoscope
Tribune Content Agency

ARIES (March 21-April 19): 
Start moving forward. During the 
week ahead, you could receive 
attention for your originality and 
independence of spirit. You might 
even cash in on an unexpected 
opportunity. A change is in your 

best interest.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 

You have your feet firmly on the 
ground this week. You can get 
ahead by using a sensible, practi-
cal approach. Some situations may 
seem too serious for words, but 
good advice is available.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): In the 
week to come, you might become 
more aware and appreciative of 
the talents and business savvy of a 
partner or close friend. There may 
be a few debates, but in the end 
you’ll be inspired to do better.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 

Get your act together. Whether it’s 
your working conditions or a health 
problem, you can take charge of 
the situation and make it better. 
It helps that you can depend on 
the support and wisdom of a close 
companion.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): With 
Jupiter in your sign, you’ll find 
plenty to be jolly about in the 
upcoming week. You might even 
find yourself the center of attention. 
Your networking skills could help 
you make noteworthy connections.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Put 
your thinking cap on. In the week 
ahead, you may be more adept 
at balancing the checkbook than 
building a shed. Home and family 
matters might inspire you to make 
positive changes in your daily 
routines.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Your 
dreams for the future could grow by 
leaps and bounds. The more you 
do, the more you find you can do. 
You’re likely to develop new social 
contacts within the business world 
or on the job this week.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
It’s difficult to move ahead when 
the brakes are on. As this week 
unfolds, you might feel held back in 

some area and overreact to what 
you perceive as restrictions. Focus 
on giving key decisions adequate 
forethought.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Some astrologers think your 
sign is that of a visionary. In the 
week ahead, you might be able to 
use your eagle eye for possibilities 
to make your business and finan-
cial dreams come true. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
You may learn that being forced to 
change could be the best thing. As 
this week progresses, one of your 
greatest ambitions can be achieved 
if you’re willing to be flexible and 
adaptable.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Learn something new. It may 
change your mental attitude for the 
better. You may have a chance this 
week to revise your opinions and 
open up a line of communication 
that you’ve avoided in the past.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Friends can light up your life. 
These celestial conditions are 
ideal for exploring alternative ideas 
or making contact with unusual 
people. Reassess your goals and 
reappraise your objectives this 
week.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers
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