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By Richard Asa
Chicago Tribune (TNS)

Hold up your hands and wave 
the white flag. Any argument 
about the holidays being too com-
mercial is over, considering that 
lighted trees are in some store 
windows even before summer is 
officially over.

Still, the trend toward Hal-
lothanksmas doesn’t have to 
cross the threshold to your home 
and affect your kids. Specifically, 
parents don’t have to let three 
months of marketing bombs force 
them into guilt and buying their 
kids mountains of presents.

“I have seen many parents over 
the years who struggle with guilt 
about what they don’t give their 
child, and they overdo the holiday 
presents in some less-than-con-
scious attempt to battle back their 
guilt,” says Gail Saltz, author and 
professor of psychiatry at the New 

Buying too many 
holiday gifts for 

your kids?
Why you need to stop

Brazosport College ranks 2nd in nation for affordability, aesthetics
Brazosport College was recently 

listed among the nation’s “most 
attractive yet affordable” colleges 
by the higher education website 
affordableschools.net.

Brazosport College was ranked 
No. 2 based on its lower-than-
average tuition costs and “visually 
stunning sights.” An online source 
for students, affordableschools.net  
assists students in making smart 
higher education choices.

Schools included on the list, which 
included 30 colleges and universi-
ties, had to be qualified as affordable 
by the online resource, with one or 
both of tuition fees and total cost 
of attendance below the national 
average. The institutions then also 
needed to have campuses deemed 

to be attractive, based on factors 
such as green spaces, views and 
architecturally significant buildings.

Brazosport College was selected 
because of recent large-scale 
renovations that included numer-
ous new buildings, refurbished 
areas and added greenery, coupled 
with tuition fees well lower than the 
national average. Statistics used 
in the report were gathered from 
the National Center for Education 
Statistics.

To view the website’s list of 
“30 Most Attractive Yet Afford-
able College Campuses,” go to 
affordableschools.net/30-attractive-
yet-affordable-college-campuses. 
To learn more about Brazosport 
College, visit www.brazosport.edu.

Luojie, China Daily, China

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

Major car manufacturers are 
racing to produce a self-driving 
car. The era of getting a thrill by 
pushing down on that accelera-
tor and watching that baby take 
off is almost over.

Cadillac is planning to start 
making one in 2017. It won’t be 
completely self-driving, but it 

will be able 
to negotiate 
the highway 
without 
human 
interference. 
You still have 
to have an 
adult with a 
valid driver’s 

license behind the wheel, but the 
car will take care of all the twists 
and turns, stopping and going.

The car will be able to 
negotiate traffic jams and open 
highways, so why the driver? It’s 
just in case the driver wants to 
do things the old-fashioned way.

Google has been running self-
driven test cars around California 
for quite a while. The computer 
has logged 700,000-plus miles 
without an accident. Google 
only has one mishap, when the 
driver took over the controls, and 
another car crashed into the very 
expensive Google car.

Google’s cars are not cost-
effective yet, but they are very 
smart, unlike the Mercedes 
Smart Car, which is actually 
not smart at all, but very small. 
It should have been called the 
Small Car.

RAMBLINGS
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GEE, I WONDER WHY HE WAS EVICTED: A man, who had been 
evicted from a house in Peoria, Ariz., hid in a closet and robbed his 
former landlord at knifepoint when he came there to check on a clean-
ing crew. Then he ran outside and stole a pickup truck. He tried to elude 
police, who were pursuing him by driving into oncoming traffic, but to no 
avail.

IS THERE A PROBLEM, OFFICER? A woman stole $600 worth of 
merchandise from a Wal-Mart in Fruitport Township, Mi., then stole the 
store’s motorized wheelchair to make her getaway. She got about two 
miles down the road before she was stopped by the police.

SO YOU’D HARDLY NOTICE HIM: A man robbed a convenience 
store in Kingman, Ariz., wearing plastic bags on his head and both arms.

IT’S JUST A MATTER OF TIME: A man walked out of a jewelry store 
in Orem, Utah, with a diamond ring he failed to pay for, and fled in a car 
driven by a woman. Police stopped them later, and, thanks to a hospital 
X-ray, discovered that the woman had swallowed the ring in an attempt 
to conceal it. Authorities detained her and have implemented a plan to 
retrieve it.

DID YOU CHECK TO SEE IF ANYONE IS IN THERE? Two thieves 
stole a trailer at an automotive business in Texas at 2:30 a.m., hook-
ing it up to their truck, unaware that the owner, a former corrections 
officer, was sleeping inside. As the thieves barreled down the highway 
at 100 mph, the owner called 911, then pointed his shotgun out the 
trailer’s window, and fired it at the truck ahead of him, but couldn’t get a 
good angle. The cops showed up, and the thieves fled, but one of them 
dropped his ID.

I DON’T KNOW WHAT HIS PROBLEM IS, OFFICER: A woman called 
police from a gas station in Seattle to complain that a man was follow-
ing her and refusing to leave her alone. When the cops showed up, the 
guy was there, and he told them that she had stolen his cell phone. She 
denied this, but they noticed a cellphone-shaped bulge in her pocket, 
which turned out to be the item in question. She also had three grams of 
crack cocaine.

SO IT LOOKS LIKE EVERYONE’S IN THE WRONG HERE: A man, 
who was driving with a suspended license, was making an illegal U-turn 
in Hanover Township, Pa., when he was struck by a man who was driv-
ing drunk.

THIS SHOULD TEACH YOU NOT TO DOUBT ME! A man caught 
trespassing by a little girl in a fifth-floor apartment in Suqian, China, 
explained to the child that he was Superman. When she asked him to 
prove it, he stripped to his underwear and jumped out the window. He 
landed on a nearby roof, and suffered cuts and bruises. He said later that 
doing what he did made sense at the time because he was drunk.

YES, I CAN SEE THAT NOW: A man in Rhone, France, who was 
dumped by his girlfriend, called and texted her 21,807 times over a 10-
month period. Before being sent to prison for harassment, he admitted to 
a court that, in hindsight, what he did “was stupid.”

Unemployment rate falls to 5.1 percent in October
AUSTIN – The Texas economy 

added 35,200 seasonally adjusted 
total nonfarm jobs in October. Over 
the year, Texas added 421,900 total 
nonfarm jobs, setting a record for 
jobs added in Texas for the third 
consecutive month. In September, 
the Texas economy grew by a 

revised 414,700 jobs over the year. 
The seasonally adjusted unem-
ployment rate fell to 5.1 percent 
in October, down from 5.2 percent 
in September, and down from 6.2 
percent in October 2013.

“We have witnessed the Texas 
economy growing stronger and 

stronger over the last several years, 
culminating in another record-break-
ing month,” said Texas Workforce 
Commission (TWC) Chairman 
Andres Alcantar. “The diversity of 
our growing industries, businesses, 
and skilled workers, has made for a 
prosperous Texas. I’m proud of all of 
them for making the Lone Star State 
great.”

Eight of 11 major industries 
added jobs in Texas over the month, 
led by Trade, Transportation, and 
Utilities with 17,500 jobs added in 
October. This industry has added 
102,700 jobs over the year, growing 
at a pace of 4.5 percent. In the last 
12 months, every major industry in 
Texas has shown positive annual 
growth, with seven out of 11 growing 
at or above 3.5 percent annually.

“It is great to see the continued 
job growth here in Texas along with 
the declining unemployment rate,” 
said TWC Commissioner Repre-
senting Labor Ronny Congleton. 



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com   (979) 849-5407    December 2, 2014   THE BULLETIN  Page 3

Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Students sleeping in 
make higher grades 

Q.  A number of recent studies in 
various countries have found that 
high-school students perform better 
when school starting times are 
pushed back to 8:30 a.m. or later. 
Why?

A.  “Biological research shows 
that circadian rhythms shift during 
the teen years, pushing boys and 
girls to stay up later at night and 
sleep later into the morning,” reports 
Mark Fischetti in “Scientific Ameri-
can” magazine.

Driven by melatonin in the brain, 
this shift starts around age 13 and 
gradually increases until it peaks at 
ages 17-19. 

Delaying high-school starting 
time so that teens can get closer to 
their optimal eight or nine hours of 
sleep had dramatic effects:  grades 
improved on average by a quar-
ter letter, attendance increased, 
depression rates decreased and car 
crashes declined.

The common arguments against 
later starting time – that they inter-
fere with after-school activities or 
part-time jobs – are not supported 
by data. Even the “bus issue” can 
be resolved by bussing young chil-
dren first and teens last, since the 
younger ones are more awake and 

ready to learn early in the morning.
Says education researcher Kyla 

Wahlstrom, “Once these school 
districts change, they don’t want to 
go back.” 

The most boring thing 
of all times

Q.  It’s popularly believed to be 
the most boring thing on Earth to 
do.  What is it, and why study it?

A.  It’s watching grass grow.  Fact 
is, there are more than 9,000 known 
species of grass, all united by how 
they grow. 

Unlike other plants that sprout 
new shoots from the tops of mature 
stems, grass grows from the bottom 
up, says Valerie Jamieson in “New 
Scientist” magazine.

It happens near ground level 
in embryonic tissue called the 
“meristem,” and as the cells divide 
and multiply, new shoots push 
older ones upward “like toothpaste 
squeezing out of a tube.”

Plant breeders, such as those at 
the Institute of Biological, Environ-
mental and Rural Sciences, (IBERS) 
know that not all grass is equal:  

Grasses have been bred to be 
more nutritious for cows, or to resist 
drought, or simply to stay green.  

For parks and lawns, for 
example, the dense variety that 

doesn’t grow too fast is needed, 
whereas for grazing, it should be 
fast-grow. There is even a giant 
hybrid miscanthus grass whose 
dry leafless stems are a promising 
biofuel.  “Miscanthus grass grows at 
the impressive rate of four meters 
(13 feet) per year.”  Said one IBERS 
plant breeder, “You can even hear it 
grow. It crackles.”

Famous foods
Q.  You can think of woolly mam-

moths, breads, potatoes, rice, corn, 
beef, bananas, sugar, noodles, soy-
beans, lamb, Pacific salmon, Peking 
duck, chocolate, cheese, mayon-
naise, American buffalo, hamburg-
ers, frankfurters, Campbell’s soups, 
dates, sausages, Irish stew, caviar, 
spam, and some 25 more.  What’s 
the common denominator here, at 
least according to author Bill Price?  
Oh, and you can also pour in beer, 
gin, tea, cola, coffee.

A.  The drinks of course help 
with human socializing as groups of 
eaters indulge in many of the “fifty 
foods that changed the course of 
history,” based on Price’s book of 
that title.  And eating isn’t all.  Some 
of these famous foods inspired 
some famous folks to comment:

“A hot dog at the ball park is 
better than a steak at the Ritz.” 
- Humphrey Bogart

“Time flies like an arrow.  Fruit 
flies like a banana.” - Groucho Marx

“How can you expect to govern 
a country that has 246 types of 
cheese?” - Charles de Gaulle

“Laws are like sausages.  It is 
better not to see them being made.”  
- Otto von Bismarck

“Wouldn’t it be dreadful to live in a 
country where they didn’t have tea?”  
- Noel Coward

“I used to drink it.  I used to have 
the same lunch every day for 20 
years, I guess, the same thing over 
and over again.” - Andy Warhol, 
speaking about Campbell’s Soup

(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)

FOR SALE
1985 Corvette. Blue, 
under 40K miles. In good 
shape. Standard. Call 
Richard at 979-236-3937.



Curbing the holiday spending frenzy
The Campaign for a Commercial Free Childhood, a non-profit orga-

nization based in Boston, has a downloadable guide to help adults curb 
the gift-giving appetite at a dinner and still get dessert. Advice, much of it 
adapted from the CCCF:

1. Limit kids’ exposure to commercial media.
2. Have talks well in advance to shift children’s focus away from getting 

gifts to other aspects of the holidays — decorating the tree, attending 
seasonal concerts, spending time with relatives.

3. Read stories about the origins of the holidays you celebrate.
4. Emphasize the non-gift giving portions of the holidays. Homemade 

cookies, anyone?
5. Instead of giving your children only toys, give some gifts that are 

experiential, including the promise of spending time together on a project.
6. Emphasize the importance of helping others.
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York Presbyterian Hospital Weill-
Cornell School of Medicine.

“Along the same lines are par-
ents who feel that success for them 
means showering their kids with 
toys to reassure themselves they 
can afford it, or do something their 
own parents could not do, or to feel 
they are great parents,” she adds.

Saltz says because many of 
these behaviors aren’t conscious, 
parents have trouble stepping 
back to see they aren’t doing their 
children any favors.

To combat this subliminal urge, 
set your limit ahead of time, says 
Katie Herrick Bugbee, global 
parenting expert at Care.com and 
a mother of three. One example: 
Two presents from Santa, one big 
one from mom and dad. Then, she 
says, divvy up your child’s wish list 
among relatives. This will all help 
keep impulse shopping in check.

Bugbee adds “enough is 
enough” when kids “start looking 
at the holidays as a chance to just 
accumulate stuff.” At that point, the 
underlying symbolism of a holiday 
— both spiritual and secular — has 
been lost.

The best gifts, agrees Wendy 
Middlemiss, associate professor, 
department of education at the Uni-
versity of North Texas in Denton, 

are those that retain that connec-
tion to the underlying meaning of 
any holiday: compassion for others.

“Talking to our children about 
gifts and the meaning of them 
provides the opportunity to sit and 
think,” she says. “Can you give 
a grandparent coupons for ice 
cream and then make times to go 
together?

“When we encourage our chil-
dren to think about gifts such as 
these, ones that are very special to 
the receiver and help build a sense 
of caring and togetherness, we give 

the gift of thoughtfulness.”
But it’s not necessarily parents 

who overbuy. For grandparents 
who think their role is a competitive 
sport, the holidays offer a prime 
opportunity to show who’s uber by 
showering the kids with gifts, says 
Ruth Nemzoff, author and resident 
scholar at the Women’s Studies 
Research Center at Brandeis Uni-
versity in Waltham, Mass.

Although parents “can make sug-
gestions and express their philoso-
phy, they cannot dictate what the 
grandparents give,” Nemzoff says. 

Buying too many holiday gifts for your kids? Why you need to stop
(Continued from Page 1)

The Brazosport Chamber of 
Commerce’s annual Holiday Tour of 
Homes will be Sunday, Dec. 7, from 
1-5 p.m.

Five Lake Jackson homes will be 
featured, decorated for the holidays, 
and tickets are available for $20 to 
visit any or all homes.

Tickets can be purchased at the 
chamber office, Carriage Flowers & 
Gifts, Tammie’s Touch, or LJ Flower 
Co. The home tour is sponsored by 
CAER.

For more information, call the 
chamber at (979) 285-2501.

Brazosport 
chamber Holiday 
Home Tour Dec. 7
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This holiday season,  donate in the name of someone you love
Whether a beloved family 

member, a valued friend, or a good 
neighbor, the Brazosport Regional 
Volunteers will host the annual Tree 
of Remembrance Ceremony to 
recognize your loved ones.

This year, the Tree of Remem-
brance Ceremony will be held 
Thursday, Dec. 4 at 5 p.m. in the 
Main Lobby at Brazosport Regional 
Health System.

The Tree of Remembrance Cer-
emony is a unique way to celebrate 
the life of a person who has touched 
your life, and in turn, your gift goes 
on to improve the lives of others. 
Through Tree of Remembrance, 
the volunteers provide donors the 
opportunity to remember an indi-
vidual with a gift upon the person’s 
death, birthday, or anniversary. A 
memorial gift honors a loved one’s 
life and serves to reflect upon 

memories that live forever. A dona-
tion to the Tree of Remembrance 
helps enhance the healthcare in our 
community.

This year, Brazosport Regional’s  
Health Information Director, Juliet 
Lane, will perform special Christmas 
music as well as lead the crowd in 
traditional Christmas carols. Light 
Christmas-themed refreshments 
will be available. With a small $5 
contribution, a light will be placed 
on a tree for your honoree. The 
lights given throughout the years 
shine every Christmas on the tree, 
located just outside the Main Lobby 
of the Health System. Please join 
Brazosport Regional Volunteers and 
the rest of the community as they 
celebrate life on Thursday, Dec. 4 at 
5 p.m. To create a lasting memorial 
for someone, please call the Volun-
teer Office at (979) 285-1185.
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They will make the roads and 
highways safer, but driving will lose 
much of its traditional romanticism, 
which has been around since the 
first cars hit the road. Or, will it make 
it better?

Remember the young lovers who 
were driving down the road in a 
nice convertible? The man held the 
steering wheel as the car wound 
its way around the mountainous 
roads? The girl, wearing a scarf 
on her head, snuggled up to him, 
feeling safe and secure, knowing 
that he wouldn’t let anything happen 
to her.

That is how cars have been 
romanticized in the movies.

Romance is in the air, until the 
driver becomes distracted, and the 
convertible flies off the hill, crashing 
to the ground in flames.

This last part won’t happen in a 
self-driven car, because the guy 
won’t be doing the driving. See, last 
thing you want to do when your girl 
wraps her arms around you is to 
drive a car. Get it?

One of the stories on the Internet 

machine that I lightly skimmed while 
researching this subject stated 
that if 10 percent of all cars were 
self-driven in the country, that would 
save 1,000 lives a year.

More than 30,000 people die in 
traffic accidents in the U.S.each 
year, so that would put a little dent 
in that. But to make a big difference, 
you’d have to make most, if not all 
the cars self-driven.

Take the task of driving away 
from the fallible human being, and 
give it to a computer that does it 
perfectly each time. This would be 
just one more thing that a computer 
would do better than a human.

Once you get one of those new 
and fancy cars that basically takes 
care of all the driving (not for a 
while, though), you won’t know 
how you could ever do without it. 
All those years of driving, getting all 
nervous in traffic jams, barely avoid-
ing crashing, or even crashing, will 
be all gone.

Experts who have been work-
ing on this self-driving concept for 
a long time say that it not only will 
save lives, but also reduce, if  not 

eliminate, traffic jams. Computers 
can talk to each other and figure out 
a way to get to to your destinations 
the fastest.

Just enjoy surfing the Internet and 
text your friends while the car does 
all the work.

Maybe after taking you to your 
destination, you can give the car 
a shopping list and it could drive 
itself to the supermarket while you 
sit in the movies. It might as well do 
something rather than just sit in that 
boring parking lot.

There may be one little problem 
down the line.

These cars may get too smart, 
and they could rise up against us. 
Then we’ll have to move under-
ground and fight the machines.

Until then, though, it will be a nice 
change. I’ll be taking a long nap 
while the car drives itself, arriving at 
my destination nice and fresh.

Wait, but where am I? I don’t rec-
ognize this place. What are all these 
cars doing here? It has begun. I am 
running. It was only a nightmare.

But what’s my car doing in the 
bedroom?

Self-driving cars are almost here, but are they a good idea?
(Continued from Page 1)

Enough already, Sims. Everytime 
there is a paperwork jam, you 
can’t blame it on Chris Christie.
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Look for us on 
Facebook

See who is waiting for you at SPCA-BC

Come by the SPCA-BC Shelter at 141 Canna Ln., Lake Jackson, or we 
are at Brazos Mall, Petco and Petsmart every Saturday, to  visit with these 
pets and many of their friends. Kennel sponsorships are now available 
for large or small kennels. Why not have your company or family recog-
nized with a plaque to show you care? Call (979) 285-2340, ext. 100, or visit 
www.spcabc.org for details. Help control the pet population. Have your pet 
spayed or neutered. Come by the  SPCA-BC, and fill out an application today.

Angleton Chamber’s Fa La La goes Yee Haw this year
Get ready, ladies, it’s time once 

again for the Greater Angleton 
Chamber of Commerce’s annual Fa 
La La - Ladies Night Out.

The theme this year is Yee Haw! 
- Fa La La, and this western theme 
event will be Thursday, Dec. 4, from 
6-9 p.m. at the Brazoria County 
Fair Auditorium in Angleton. Fa 
La La provides an opportunity for 
ladies in the area to socialize, enjoy 
a catered meal, shop at vendors’ 
booths and enjoy a little pampering.

The first 400 to buy tickets 
receive a gift bag with items con-
sistent with the event’s theme. A 
pamper pass will be included, which 
will allow those attending to line up 
at pamper stations that will offer 
such free services as massages 
and hair curling.

To go along with the western 
theme, there also will be bull rides 
offered and photographs of the 
bull ride - or photos of attempts to 
ride the bull ride - will be available, 
so ladies may want to keep that in 
mind when dressing for the event. 
Most dress to fit the year’s particular 
theme, or in holiday styles, so this 
year ladies can go denim, or daz-
zling, or both.

Darker Side DJ David Raciti is 
the entertainment sponsor and will 
be providing music for the evening. 
There also will be a style show, and 
some Houston area firefighters will 
make an appearance dressed in 
western apparel. There also will be 
a style show, promoting fashions 
sold by chamber members. 

Raffle tickets will be available 
again this year for $10 each or 3 for 
$25 for a chance to win a designer 
purse, and nine purses will be given 
away. There also will be raffle tickets 
for $25 that will entitle the winner 
to four Houston Rodeo & Livestock 
Show tickets for any entertainer 
performance the winner wishes to 
attend. There’s also a bundle of 
raffle tickets that includes four purse 
tickets, one rodeo, four drink passes 
and an extra pamper pass for $60.   

Admission tickets are $70 for Fa 

La La, and sponsorships are avail-
able from $125, up to $800, which 
will include reservations for a table 
for eight. Additional perks are avail-
able for those sitting at sponsored 
tables. 

While tickets are available at 
the door, it is preferred that tickets 
be purchased in advance so the 
caterer, Smithhart’s of Angleton, has 
an accurate count for the meal.

To order tickets, or become a 
sponsor, please call the chamber as 
soon as possible at (979) 849-6443.

A Holiday Market, formerly the Holiday Chef Market, will be held on 
Sunday, Dec. 7, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Heritage Hall, located at 508 E. 
Bernard St. in West Columbia. Admission is free.

The Holiday Market Bistro will feature a chicken salad croissant and 
baked potato soup combo, including  chips and tea or water for $12 and 
will be served in The Gusher Inn adjoining Heritage Hall. Serving hours 
are 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

Tickets for the bistro are available at Chesney’s Jewelry in downtown 
West Columbia.

“Currently 25 quality vendors have committed,” says Laurie Kincannon, 
chairman of the market. “It will be a warm and cheerful shopping experi-
ence for all who attend,” Kincannon added. Proceeds from the vendor 
booth fees and bistro will benefit the Columbia Heritage Foundation’s 
efforts to renovate the former junior high campus. For updates on the 
market and for information about the foundation’s projects, go to Colum-
bia Heritage on facebook or call Kincannon at (979) 235-9434.

Holiday market in West Columbia Dec. 7

Did you know?
• The poorest Americans are still 

richer than 80% of the world.
• All of Pixar’s animated charac-

ters blink one eye at a time.
• Honey badgers have been 

known to eat porcupines and 
poisonous snakes, raid beehives, 
kidnap baby cheetahs and steal 
food from hungry lions.

• The first man to survive going 
over Niagara Falls later died from 
slipping on an orange peel.

• Adult cats only meow to com-
municate with humans - They rarely 
meow to other cats or animals.

• “Almost” is the longest word 
in the English language with all its 
letters in alphabetical order.

• Tupac dated Madonna a year 
before his death.
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The Brazoria Lions Club’s traditional, decade plus old annual gun raffle 
drawing (99 long guns and a new Polaris 4-Wheeler ATV) takes place on 
Thursday, Dec. 11, with doors opening at 6 p.m. at the Brazoria Heritage 
Foundation Lloyd Thomas Gym, Hwy. 36 at Smith St., Downtown Brazoria.

At the drawing, a meal (barbecue sandwiches, chips and a drink) is avail-
able with each raffle ticket purchased. The meal and social hour is from 6-7 
p.m., immediately followed by the drawing. There will also be a live auction 
for a very limited number of items and additional “Card” drawings at the 
event. Brazoria Lions Club members will also conduct vision screenings for 
interested participants during the evening.

The prizes of the gun raffle are listed on the raffle ticket, and all prizes 
MUST be claimed within 30 days of the drawing. Winners will have choices 
of calibers, and gauges on model drawn on hand – first come, first choice. All 
gun winners must pass a NCIS background check.

Only 3,500 tickets will be sold. Winners need not be present to win.
Proceeds benefit Brazoria Lions Club Projects and Building Fund. For 

ticket availability or more information, call: (979) 798-4444.

Brazoria Lions gun raffle set for Dec. 11

Brazosport College congratulates the graduates of its 2014 Vocational Nursing Class. The pinning ceremony 
was recently held at The Clarion at Brazosport College. Members of BC’s 2014 LVN Class were, pictured front 
from left, Johanna Lowry, Lisa Olivas, Gabriela Garcia, Talia Fulsom; back, Katherine Emily Heflin, Haley 
Condit, Lee Attema, Rachell Stanford and Haley Pate. 

Brazosport College honors its 2014 LVN graduates Car burglaries increase during holidays
The holiday season is upon us, and thieves are also preparing to shop - in 

your vehicle.
The Texas Auto Burglary and Theft Prevention Authority (ABTPA), a 

division of the Texas Department of Motor Vehicles, reminds drivers that a 
vehicle is burglarized every two minutes and stolen every eight minutes in 
the state.  

These crimes can escalate during the holiday season when drivers 
frequently shop for gifts and travel to visit friends and family. During these 
times, drivers are more likely to leave belongings within view inside vehicles. 
The hustle and bustle of the season may also cause drivers to become 
negligent in locking doors and taking keys. 

To make matters worse, a thief won’t necessarily stop with taking your 
vehicle and the things inside. They may also look for personal documents 
and items that can help them steal your identity or gain access to your home, 
where they can burglarize additional property.  In other words, the theft or 
burglary of your vehicle may simply be a gateway to the commission of 
additional crimes.

“Auto burglars are more likely to scout malls, shopping centers, enter-
tainment venues, hotels, and other business parking lots this time of year 
looking for opportunities to break into vehicles,” said Michelle Lanham, 
program coordinator for ABTPA’s Reduce Auto Theft in Texas (RATT) public 
awareness task force at Denton Police Department.  “Drivers need to under-
stand that almost anything they leave inside their vehicles can be valuable 
to a thief.  And when vehicles are left unlocked and unattended, drivers are 
inviting thieves to walk away with everything they see inside, which often 
includes gifts, purses, wallets, packages, electronics, suitcases, garage door 
openers, keys, and personal information.”

According to the Texas Department of Public Safety, thieves committed 
214,294 acts of vehicle burglary and stole 65,671 vehicles in Texas during 
2013.  In some jurisdictions, more than half of the vehicles stolen had 
unlocked doors and keys left inside.  But drivers can avoid becoming part of 
these statistics. 

The ABTPA and its 29 vehicle crime task forces in Texas promote a basic 
vehicle crime prevention philosophy:  “Protect It, It’s Yours.”  Motorists should 
practice three basic safety tips to help prevent theft and burglary during the 
holidays and throughout the year: remove belongings from view, secure 
vehicles, and never leave keys inside. 

In addition to practicing these prevention methodologies, drivers should 
park in areas that are well-lit, near surveillance cameras (if available), and 
near heavy foot and vehicle traffic. The more thieves feel threatened by 
detection, the less likely they are to focus on targets in such areas.

How to reduce your chances of being victimized



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   December 2, 2014   THE BULLETIN  Page 9



Page 10  THE BULLETIN   December 2, 2014   (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

Why is defensive 
driving a good deal?

So, you got a ticket. Now what?
Should you pay it, or should you 

take a defensive driving course?
While you may not like the idea of 

sitting in a defensive driving class for 
six hours, the reality is that defensive 
driving is the cheapest way to get rid 
of a traffic violation ticket.

Plus, by taking defensive driving, 
you also will earn a certificate that 
will decrease the liability portion of 
your car insurance by 10 percent for 
the next three years. Plus, there will 
not be any points attached to your 
license.

A defensive driving class like 
Stand-Up Defensive Driving at 
Brazos Mall in Lake Jackson,  
makes you a better, more careful 
and considerate driver. By keeping 
your attention through comedy and 
integrating entertainment into the 
curriculum, you are subjected to a 
continuing education driving course 
that refreshes the rules of the road.

You’ll even learn about how laws 
of physics control what happens to 
you in a car crash, and how you can 
use these laws to avoid the crash 
altogether.

If you become a safer driver, 
chances are that you will be able to 
steer around accidents or stop your 
car safely before crashing. If you can 
do that by following a few defensive 
driving pointers, you will not file an 
insurance claim because you will not 
crash your car.

Saving 10 percent on insurance for 
the next three years is your reward 
for choosing defensive driving rather 
than paying the ticket. Once you 
complete the course and receive your 
certifi- cate, the ticket does not count. 
You also will not be allotted 2 points 
on your license for a moving violation 
or 3 points for a crash.

By law, you can take defensive 
driving once every 12 months to 
dismiss a ticket.  However, once 
you complete a Stand-Up Defensive 
driving course, we hope that we 
won’t see you for another three 
years, when renewing your insurance 
discount certificate.

Call (979) 299-1000 for the Lake 
Jackson school inside Brazos Mall. 

Classes are held every Saturday 
9 a.m.-3 p.m., and call for Tuesday/
Wednesday night dates and times. 
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The Greater Angleton Chamber of Commerce’s annual awards luncheon 
and holiday tour of homes are coming up this month.

The awards luncheon will be held Thursday, Dec. 11, at 11:30 a.m. at 
the Brazos Springs event facility. The luncheon recognizes some of the 
community’s most active members, including the Citizen of the Year, Ambas-
sador of the Year, Pioneer of the Year and Volunteer of the Year. Winners are 
announced at the event, which is a surprise usually to those chosen. There 
also will be the Chairman’s address, as the current chairman passes the 
gavel to the incoming chairperson. Orren Gaspard, who recently retired as 
director of the Arts & Science Center in Brazosport, is the outgoing chamber 
chairman, and Nancy Davis of Palms Funeral Home, is the incoming.

Fillips Cafe of Danbury will once again cater the event, and tickets 
are available in advance for $20 each, or $25 if invoiced. Tickets can be 
reserved online, or by calling the chamber at (979) 849-6443. 

The annual holiday tour of homes, sponsored by TDECU Real Estate, will 
be Sunday, Dec. 14, from 2-6 p.m. Several Angleton and Danbury homes, 
decorated for the holidays, will be open for viewing as guests drive from 
home to home. Tickets are $20 to tour any or all homes, and they can be 
purchased in advance at the chamber, or at any home during the tour hours. 
A list of homes on the tour is available at the chamber, or check out the 
chamber’s Facebook page.

Angleton awards luncheon, home tour set

ACC student government hosts Thanksgiving Throwdown fundraiser to honor fallen veterans
The Alvin Community College 

Student Government Association 
decided to use a holiday about 
giving thanks to honor those who 
have served our country in the 
military.

SGA members, ACC faculty, staff 
and students participated in the first 
Thanksgiving Throwdown on Nov. 
17 to benefit the Houston chapter of  
Wreaths Across America.

Volunteers cooked more than 30 
Thanksgiving dishes for a cook-off 
competition. Participants then paid 
$5 to taste all of the food and vote 
on their favorites. Awards were given 
in two categories, side dishes and 
desserts.

“The Thanksgiving Throw Down 
raised over $850, which will pur-
chase 56 holiday wreaths that will 
placed on the graves at the Houston 
National Cemetery,” said Amanda 
Smithson, ACC SGA advisor. “The 
outpouring of support from our ACC 
family was phenomenal, and I’m 
so proud of our SGA members for 
their hard work and success on this 
event.”

SGA President Misty Jackson 
said it was a successful event and 
the funds raised will be an impor-
tant donation to Wreaths Across 
America.

“It’s just a really great opportunity 
to volunteer,” she said.

Wreaths Across America places 
memorial wreaths on the graves of 
veterans during the holiday season.

In addition to the donation to the 
project, SGA students will also help 
place the wreaths at the Houston 
National Cemetery on Dec. 13.

Jackson said participating with 
Wreaths Across America was an 
important goal for her because so 
many of her families have served in 
the military.

“It’s been an important part of 

their life and my life,” she said. “To 
me it’s a priority to honor our military 
veterans. They are performing a vital 
service to our country.”

After students lay the wreaths 
at the grave sites, they will be 
encouraged to learn more about the 
veteran they are honoring.

“We will read the information on 
the stones and reflect on what they 
did while serving in the military,” 
Jackson said.

While the program serves as 
an honorary gesture to veterans, 
it is also a learning opportunity for 
students and participating will help 
them in their education, she said.

“It’s important for the students to 
participate in a community service 
project and give back,” Jackson 
said.

For more information about 
Wreaths Across America, visit 
www.wreathsacrossamerica.org.

ACC SGA president Misty Jackson, left, and college president Dr. 
Christal M. Albrecht, right, present Sondra Moungey of Wreaths Across 
America with a check from the proceeds raised at the Thanksgiving 
Throwdown on Nov. 17.



Page 12  THE BULLETIN   December 2, 2014   (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Dec. 1: ON THIS DATE in 1891, James Naismith invented the game 
of basketball. In 1955, black seamstress Rosa Parks was arrested in 
Montgomery, Alabama, for refusing to give up her seat near the front of a 
bus to a white man. Her arrest led to a yearlong boycott of city buses by 
African-Americans.

Dec. 2: ON THIS DATE in 1804, Napoleon Bonaparte was crowned 
emperor of France by Pope Pius VII. In 1927, the first Model A Fords were 
sold; the price was $385.

Dec. 3: ON THIS DATE in 1621, Galileo perfected the telescope. In 
1950, Paul Harvey began his national radio broadcast. In 1967, Dr. Chris-
tiaan Barnard performed the first human heart transplant in Cape Town, 
South Africa.

Dec. 4: ON THIS DATE in 1918, President Wilson set sail for France 
to attend the Versailles Peace Conference. In 1945, the Senate approved 
U.S. participation in the United Nations.

Dec. 5: ON THIS DATE in 1831, former President John Quincy Adams 
took his seat as a member of the House of Representatives. In 1989, East 
Germany’s former leaders, including ousted Communist Party chief Erich 
Honecker, were placed under house arrest.

Dec. 6: ON THIS DATE in 1790, the U.S. Congress was moved from 
New York to Philadelphia. In 1957, America’s first attempt to put a satellite 
into orbit failed as the rocket blew up on the launch pad at Cape Canav-
eral, Fla.

Dec. 7: ON THIS DATE in 1787, Delaware became the first state to 
ratify the U.S. Constitution. In 1941, Japanese forces attacked American 
and British territories and possessions throughout the Pacific, including 
the home base of the U.S. Pacific Fleet at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. The 
United States declared war on Japan the next day.

Answer to last week’s question: This week in 1976, Elizabeth Taylor 
was married - for the seventh time - to John Warner. He would be elected 
to the U.S. Senate from Virginia two years later.

This week’s question: In 1906, the Nobel Peace Prize was awarded to 
an American for the first time. Who was he?

Those who take selfies earn more
You may find this hard to believe, 

but Australian researchers say the 
number of selfies you take may 
have an impact on the number of 
dollars in your paycheck.

The Job Factory, an employment 
service Down Under, says employ-
ees who take the most selfies get 
the biggest pay hikes.

The company suggests people 
who take a lot of selfies have a lot 
of self-confidence, which is a plus 
when looking for a job or seeking 
upward mobility.

“Meek employees who sit in the 
corner with their eyes glued to their 
computer screens might be great 
workers, but they do not always 
stand out when bosses are think-
ing about who to reward during 
pay reviews,” Job Factory director 
Craig Binnie said in releasing the 
report. “The confident ‘look at me, 

let me take a selfie’ employees are 
always going to be first in the boss’ 
thoughts.”

The company surveyed 287 
employees in Australia, Singapore, 
the USA and UK who started their 
jobs at $40,000 a year and had 
received a pay raise in the past 12 
months.

Those workers who had posted 
more than 20 selfies a month 
received pay rises averaging 3.7 
percent; those who did not have 
a social media presence or who 
posted fewer than 20 selfies a 
month received pay hikes averaging 
2.4 percent. That small difference, 
however, can mean a lot.

In 10 years the first group would 
be getting $57,523 salary if the pay 
hikes remained the same while 
the second group would receive 
$50,706, The Job Factory said. United Airlines extends onboard streaming to Android devices

Chicago Tribune (TNS)
CHICAGO — United Airlines 

customers can now use Android 
devices to wirelessly stream 
movies and TV shows from the 
airline’s free on-demand video 
entertainment service, the Chi-
cago-based carrier said Friday.

The service announced in 
March was previously avail-
able only for laptops and Apple 
devices, shutting out smartphones 

and tablets that run Android, the 
most popular mobile operating 
system.

The latest United app update in 
the Google Play store lets travel-
ers watch hundreds of TV shows 
and movies on Android smart-
phones and tablets.

Not all United aircraft are 
equipped to stream video to 
devices.

Almost 200 United mainline air-

craft offer personal device enter-
tainment now, and United has said 
it will expand the video streaming 
to other planes, including United 
Express regional jets.

Streaming video content, stored 
in onboard servers, so far is avail-
able on the carrier’s Airbus A319, 
Airbus A320 and Boeing 747 fleets 
and its Boeing 777 aircraft that 
operate primarily between the con-
tinental United States and Hawaii.

Food banks shift focus of giving to more healthful donations
By Mary Macvean
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

LOS ANGELES — From now 
through the end of the year, many 
churches, schools and other orga-
nizations will collect food to fill food 
banks and food pantries during the 
winter holiday season. Trouble is, 
one advocate says, people who 
mean well often could do better.

Despite all the hounding from 
public health agencies and doctors 
about the connection between food 
and disease, too many food banks 
still get and hand out too much 
unhealthful food, says Ruthi Solari, 
a San Diego clinical nutritionist who 
founded SuperFood Drive (www
.superfooddrive.org), a nonprofit 
organization that works to get more 
nutrient-dense products into the 

hands of people who rely on food 
banks.

The idea that if someone’s 
hungry any food will do is outdated, 
she says.

“That’s still a very prevalent 
sentiment,” Solari says. “We need 
to pause, think about it and make 
these small changes that make a 
difference.”

People might consider donating 
whole wheat pasta or brown rice, 
for example, and dried beans of all 
kinds are a good choice.

It is frequently reported that 1 
in 6 people in the United States 
relies on food relief. Those people 
include children and parents, 
older people and the working 
poor, in addition to the homeless 
single people who need help. For 

example, Solari said, more than 
400 families who live in the tony 
Hamptons communities on New 
York’s Long Island are getting food 
relief.

Food banks traditionally mea-
sured their success by the total 
pounds of food distributed. (“Soda 
weighs a lot,” Solari notes.) But 
some food banks have adopted 
policies of not accepting dona-
tions of soda and have worked to 
increase the amount of fresh and 
healthful food they distribute.

Erik Talkin is chief executive of 
the Food Bank of Santa Barbara 
County, which distributes more 
than 9 million pounds of food a 
year, more than half of that fresh 
produce, he says. His food bank 
doesn’t accept candy or soda.
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

God knows and cares about every 
detail of our lives

My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Q: I don’t think God really cares what happens to us. The universe 
is so huge and we’re so small, so why should He worry about us? 
He’s too big to be interested in what happens to us, and we ought to 
be honest enough to admit we’re on our own. - M.T.

A: If God were like us - limited, and able to concentrate on only a few 
things at a time - then you might be right; He probably wouldn’t care about 
us. After all, you and I can barely keep track of what’s happening in our 
own lives, let alone what’s happening to everyone else.

But God isn’t like this! We are limited - but He is not. We can’t keep 
track of everything that’s happening - but He can. You say God is “too 
big” to care about us, but that’s the point: He is so great that He knows 
about even the smallest details of our lives. The Bible says, “Nothing in all 
creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare 
before the eyes of him to whom we must give account” (Hebrews 4:13).

This is why you can trust Him and turn to Him with every concern you 
have. We are not alone, nor are we left to make our own way blindly 
through life (although many people still do). God made us and He loves us 
and cares about every detail of our lives - and the proof is that He sent His 
Son, Jesus, into the world to offer us eternal life.

Perhaps you like to think God doesn’t care about us, because it leaves 
you free to live any way you want to. But that’s a dead-end road. Instead, 
face honestly your need of God, and turn to Christ in faith and trust.

All hail her majesty, the Queen! 
The 41st annual event, produced 
by Galveston Historical Founda-
tion, returns the first weekend in 
December.

This year’s festival begins 
Friday, Dec. 5 with free admission 
from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. It continues 
Saturday, Dec. 6, from 10 a.m. 
to 9 p.m. and Sunday and Dec. 
7, from 12 to 6 p.m. Tickets for 
Saturday or Sunday purchased 
before Dec. 5 are $12 for adults 
and $6 for children ages 7-12. 

Tickets purchased at the gate 
are $14 for adults and $8 for 
youth. Discounted tickets for 
GHF members are available for 
$9 in advance or $11 at the gate. 
Tickets are available online at 
www.dickensonthestrand.org, by 
calling (409) 765-7834, or at all 
area Randall’s stores. Attendees 
in Victorian costume are admitted 
for half price. 

“It’s exciting for us to offer a 
new twist to the annual Dickens 
event,” states GHF Executive 
Director, Dwayne Jones. “This 
year we bring back some old 
favorites for those who come 
annually, but we are adding a dis-
tinctive historical theme that will 
add new attractions and cultural 
experiences.”

The annual holiday street fes-
tival, based on 19th-century Vic-
torian London, features parades, 
non-stop entertainment on six 
stages, strolling carolers, roving 
musicians, bagpipers, jugglers 
and a host of other entertainers. 

Costumed vendors peddle their 
wares from street stalls and rolling 
carts, laden with holiday food and 
drink, Victorian-inspired crafts, 
clothing, jewelry, holiday decora-
tions and gift items.

Dickens on the 
Strand set for 
this weekend

ACC Drama Presents ‘A 1940s Christmas Radio Carol’
The Alvin Community College 

Drama Department will host the 
musical production of  “A 1940s 
Radio Christmas Carol” on Dec. 
6-13.

The Christmas play is about an 
acting crew struggling to put on a 
production of A Christmas Carol 
over the radio.

“This play is a real holiday 

treat,” Drama Director Dr. Jay 
Burton said. “The show takes 
place in a New Jersey radio 
studio on Christmas Eve, 1943 in 
the middle of a snowstorm, and 
everything that can go wrong with 
a live radio broadcast does. It’s 
huge fun.”

Performances on Dec. 6 and 
Dec. 13 will be at 8 p.m. There will 

be a 2:30 p.m. performance on 
Dec. 7.

To learn more about the audi-
tions for the upcoming produc-
tions or to purchase tickets, visit 
www.alvincollege.edu/drama. You 
can also learn more by calling 
(281) 756-3606.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 Long-odds track bets
10 Early launch rocket
15 Marketing resource
16 Gear part
17 Small-time
18 All, in Assisi
19 Piece of work
20 Questionable strategy for a 
runner?

22 Tastes
23 Kept from spreading
24 Media __
27 Kind of colorful shirt
28 Bad blood
29 Stale quality
33 Fire
34 A cup may be one
35 Computer menu option
36 Polite assent

38 Scrubber’s target
39 Comedian Fields
40 Capitulate
41 Soil test measure
44 Reduce
45 Golf tournament display
47 Cristal maker
50 “__ Smith and Jones”: ‘70s TV 
Western
51 Available to order
53 “__ honest ...”
54 Like a tense person’s teeth?
55 One who’s doomed
56 Read impatiently

Down
1 Latino Muppet prawn
2 It calls for immediate attn.
3 Buzzed
4 “Jaws” omen
5 Mythological paradise
6 Woodworking devices
7 They have points
8 Dog star
9 Make safe for use, in a way
10 Diplomacy figure
11 Bring up something sensitive
12 Singer Lenya
13 Where to see some old clothes
14 Culture __
21 Fed. security
22 Bodybuilding goal
24 Conspiratorial
25 French bean product?
26 River inlets
27 Come about
29 Head out West?
30 Emmy winner Falco
31 __ Valley
32 Uzi predecessor
34 Actor Gallagher
37 Tennis shutout
38 Floral-sounding Los Angeles 
suburb
40 Sonic server
41 Braid
42 First response to a call
43 Former boxer Ali
44 Page of music
46 Short run, for short
47 Eliot title character
48 “Listen to Your Heart” singer in 
the musical “Young Frankenstein”
49 Prompted
52 “Big deal”
(c)2014 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
ROCK  DISCO  JAZZ  BLUES  GOSPEL  COUNTRY
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: ANNOY  CHIME  MOTIVE  PIRACY
Answer: What the patrolman considered his flat feet -- THE “ARCH” ENEMY

Bulletin  Horoscope
Tribune Content Agency

ARIES (March 21-April 19): You 
may be too picky to reach your 
peak. If you’re frustrated by the 
demands of a job or high expec-
tations this week, crack a book 
and study how other people have 
improved their organizational skills.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Time 
is the wisest counselor. Exercise 
patience when dealing with others 
in the week ahead and avoid being 
goaded into making a hasty deci-
sion. Social activities should be 
planned for the end of the week.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Take 

it easy. Where love is concerned, 
you can count on finding someone 
to stick with you through thick and 
thin. Don’t travel too far afield or 
take risks to entertain yourself this 
week.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Go 
after the whale, not the goldfish. 

Let sound advice and experience 
guide you to market what you’re 
selling to the right buyer. A poor 
choice could waste both time and 
resources this week.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Apply 
steely determination to achieve 
your goals. Your sex appeal is on 
the rise and you can juggle busi-
ness, financial matters and relation-
ships with a deft hand as the week 
unfolds.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
Grapevines don’t always bear fruit. 
Be sure to gather your own facts 
from reliable sources before reach-
ing any conclusions. Wait until later 
in the week when you know the 
real truth before putting plans into 
motion.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): A 
bustle in your hedgerow doesn’t 
mean you must jump into action 
like a jack rabbit. You may not be 
aware of all the details or find that 
some crucial information isn’t avail-
able. Use good business sense this 
week.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Don’t take on more than you can 
handle. Don’t let little irritations 
get under your skin in the week to 
come. Spend time in meditation, 

considering the big picture and how 
it affects your long-term goals.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Count to 10. You may be 
impatient and make snap decisions 
you might regret later in the week. 
When you look through the wrong 
end of binoculars, the view may be 
out of kilter.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): Keep doing what you’ve been 
doing. You’re focused on being a 
business success this week, and 
that could overpower your social 
life. Count to 10 before you voice 
an opinion and don’t let little irrita-
tions ruffle your feathers.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
The week ahead may challenge 
your ability to lead others or assert 
yourself. You may be frustrated by 
a heavy schedule, but someone 
special may be caught under your 
spell and bring a smile to your 
face.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Be the listener, not the speaker in 
the upcoming week. Be willing to 
receive, and to accept, the benefit 
of someone else’s wisdom and 
experience. Be the student, and 
with the knowledge gained, you 
can become a master.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers
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Elmcroft of Lake Jackson provides assisted living care in a fun, social environment
Elmcroft of Lake Jack-

son, located at 206 Oak 
Dr. South in Lake Jackson, 
offers exceptional assisted 
living care options for senior 
citizens, designed to provide 
optimal comfort, care and 
privacy.

The carefully selected and 
trained staff are equipped to 
assist residents with activities 
of daily living, such as dress-
ing, bathing and manage-
ment of medications.

While the staff offers a 
helping hand with day-to-day 
tasks, residents are treated 
as the accomplished individu-

als they are. Each assisted 
living resident has the free-
dom of choosing their own 
agenda and activities, while 
feeling secure in knowing that 
the staff is always available 
to provide support should 
they need it. Plus, Elmcroft is 
located across the street from 
Brazosport Regional Medical 
Center should additional 
medical care be needed.

Features at Elmcroft 
include:

* Private and shared 
assisted living apartments;

* Charming, home-like 
community setting;

* Common area for social-
izing, dining and entertaining;

* Easy access for those 
with limited mobility;

* Signature programming: 
Vitality Club, Walking Tall and 
Second-wind Dreams.

One of the bigger social 
events at Elmcroft is “Bling 
in the Holidays,” which will 
be Thursday, Dec. 11 from 
5-8 p.m. and is open to the 
public. A variety of vendors 
set up shop and offer holiday 
gifts and other special items 
for purchase. The community 
will also hold its 7th annual 
Parade of Trees and silent 
auction, and hors d’oeuvres 
will be served at this festive 
holiday celebration.

It’s also for a good cause. 
“Bling in the Holidays” will 
benefit Military Moms & 
Wives of Brazoria County, 
which ships “goody boxes” to 
our military service personnel 
who are serving away from 
home or overseas. Most of 
the service people are from 
Brazoria County, but the 
group has been known to 
help others as well.

This holiday benefit is but 
one of the social programs/
events at Elmcroft in Lake 
Jackson. A life-enhancement 
program called the Vitality 
Club that helps residents to 
meet basic needs in several 
key areas is part of its Signa-
ture programming. A wellness 
profile and individualized 
program of daily activities is 
created for each resident. 
A popular component is the 
Port of Call series. Each 
month, residents experience 
cultural activities and culinary 
treats from around the world 
as well as some found close 
to home.

The Walking Tall pro-
gram is designed to provide 
knowledge and tools to 
reduce the risk of falls. The 
reality of aging involves 
increased issues with bal-
ance and increased risk of 
falls. No community can 
guarantee that in all situa-
tions your loved one will not 
fall, but Walking Tall provides 
increased knowledge and 
protocols to promote a safe 
environment and will create 

a customized care and inter-
vention plan to help minimize 
residents’ fall risks.

Another Signature pro-
gram, Second-wind Dreams, 
focuses on making residents’ 
dreams a reality. From reunit-
ing with loved ones after 
years of separation, or going 
to a favorite fishing spot, to 
swimming or dancing, this 
endeavor reassures resi-
dents that even in their senior 
years, dreams can still come 
true.

To learn more about Elm-
croft, or to schedule a tour, 
please call (979) 297-5577.      


