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How to hang Christmas lights on your garage door
By Jennifer Meeks
Angie’s List (TNS)

When hanging holiday lights 
around your garage door, stay safe 
and protect your home by using 
hooks and clips designed for the 
task. Follow basic safety tips for a 
worry-free holiday.

Don’t staple or nail to the trim
If you plan to attach lights directly 

to the trim, avoid using metal 
fasteners like staples or nails. They 

can damage insulation around the 
wiring, which can cause lights to fail 
and pose a fire and electrocution 
hazard.

Instead of attaching lights to the 
trim, use hooks and clips where the 
lights will hang. 

Gutter and roof clips that are 
either pressed or nailed to the 
exterior of the home, not the trim, 
have a hook at the bottom that holds 
the string.

Clips for vertical lights
For lights hung vertically — along 

the sides of garage doors, for 
instance — look for trim clips that 
wrap around the cord and hold it in 
place. You can nail them in or attach 
them with an adhesive. Nailed clips 
are usually more secure.

Space the clips about one foot 
apart. If you have an elaborate 
design above the garage, consider 

BY Danny Tyree
Special to The Bulletin

News that the venerable “Grand 
Ole Opry” radio show turned 90 
on Nov. 28 started my memories 
flowing.

I remember making an audio 
cassette of the first couple of hours 
of the 50th anniversary broadcast 
in 1975, seeing Opry icon Roy 
“Wabash Cannonball” Acuff shop-
ping at the Nashville Fairgrounds 
Flea Market and writing a letter to 
the Nashville Banner in the early 80s 
protesting plans to strip Nashville’s 
WSM-AM 650 of the “clear channel” 
status that enabled it to bring music 
to listeners in umpteen states.

I recall writing a column in 2004 
about Uncle Dave Macon Days in 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee, honor-
ing the early Opry star (the article 
being titled “Tyree’s Guide To Macon 
Love”), discovering public radio’s 
“A Prairie Home Companion” and 
listening to my mother tell of a 1951 
group excursion to the Opry during 
which one neighbor accidentally 
“bear-hugged” a utility pole while 
gawking at all the big-city sights near 
Ryman Auditorium.

I get a warm feeling thinking of all 
the folks who walked the hills and 
hollows, rode a horse-drawn buggy 
or piled into a battered Ford Model A 
to visit the nearest neighbor who had 
a radio, so they could join in the Sat-

Grand Ole 
Opry radio 
show at 90

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

As children, we gathered 
around the window on the night 
of Dec.5 to see if we could catch 
a glimpse of 
St. Nicholas 
as he came 
by to fill our 
shoes. We left 
them on the 
windowsill. It 
was just three 
of us, my two 
cousins and I.

They were older, and I don’t 
know if they still believed that 
St. Nicholas would come by, but 
they wanted the presents, so the 
shoes, nice and polished, went on 
the windowsill.

St. Nicholas would come while 
we were sleeping, but one eve-
ning as I stared out the window, 
I could have sworn that I saw 
something fly by. It could have 
been him getting an early start, 
since he would have to cover a 
good part of Europe that night. 
A lot of boys and girls expected 
their shiney shoes filled when they 
woke up.

Children who were bad during 
the year would find pieces of coal 
in their shoes. None of us were 
ever that bad, though. We all got 
something other than coal. Plus, 

RAMBLINGS

Music icon Christopher 
Cross to perform at the 

Clarion on Dec. 4
(Story on Page 13)
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Drivers, Class-A:  We’re Growing!
100% Employer PAID Group 

Health Insurance!
Hazmat-Tank End a Plus$$!

www.getmehomedispatcher.com
Call Tony:  855-582-4456

SO MUCH FOR REHABILITATION: Immediately after he was released 
from the 4th Avenue Jail in Phoenix, a man tried to steal a police car that 
was parked at the loading dock out back. He told the officers, who quickly 
arrested him, that he intended to sell the vehicle.

I WAS HERE FIRST! BANG! BANG! Someone fired shots at a car 
after the driver cut in front of him in the drive-through lane of a fast-food 
restaurant in Chicago.

THIS IS JUST TOO HARD: An armed man forced a woman out of 
her car in Omaha, Neb., at 1:30 a.m. in an attempt to steal the vehicle. 
But the woman had the seat all the way forward, and the much-taller 
carjacker didn’t know how to adjust the seat. So he ran away.

YOU CALL THAT A SWORD!? THIS IS A SWORD! Two men – one of 
them armed with a sword – stormed a convenience store in Pittsburgh, 
intending robbery. However, much to their surprise, the cashier pulled 
out an even bigger sword and went on the attack causing the would-be 
robbers to flee.

A MAN WHO HAS NOTHING TO HIDE: After being offered a job at a 
company in St. Charles, Ill., a 23-year-old man sent naked selfies to the 
Human Resources director. He said he had actually meant to send the 
pictures to someone else, but the job offer was rescinded anyway.

NOW, THAT”S DEDICATION! As he was transporting a woman who 
had suffered a stroke to the San Paolo di Civitavecchia hospital in Italy, 
an ambulance driver suffered a heart attack. Undeterred, he drove his 
patient to the hospital, where he collapsed. He lived.

GOD LOVES YOU, BUT … WHAM! A man stormed into a church in 
Melbourne, Fla., during services brandishing a BB pistol and tried to rob 
the parishioners. The pastor calmly approached him and started talking 
to him, then tackled the guy and disarmed him.

YOU MAY NOT WANT TO CALL US AGAIN, SIR: A man called 911 
several times between 4 a.m. and 5:30 a.m. to complain about police 
officers who had been to his Little Falls, Minn., home the previous eve-
ning. So officers were sent to his home again, and, when they arrived, he 
pepper-sprayed them. In response, they Tasered him and then whacked 
him with their batons a few times before arresting him

GOING TO SEE AN OLD ‘FLAME’? : A woman, who was high on 
marijuana and apparently forgot to get dressed, crashed her car into a 
utility pole in Shoreline, Wash., at 1:40 a.m., knocking power lines to the 
ground, resulting in “about a hundred yards of flames,” and cutting off 
power to 4,000 residents. She was incoherent and unable to explain to 
arresting officers why she left home without her clothes.

HIGH, BUT NOT ON THE SEAS: A man, high on booze and meth-
amphetamine, took a joyride through a department store parking lot in 
Fairbanks, Alaska on a forklift. He tried to hide in a shipping container, 
but police found him and shipped him straight to jail.

Texas unemployment inched up in October, but state added 20,000 jobs 
Texas’ seasonally adjusted unem-

ployment rate increased to 4.4 per-
cent in October, up from 4.2 percent 
in September, and remained below 
the national average of 5.0 percent.

Texas employers added 20,000 
seasonally adjusted nonfarm jobs in 
October, marking the eighth month 
of 2015 with jobs added. The state’s 
job increases have yielded a 1.7 

percent annual growth rate con-
tinuing its string of positive annual 
growth for 66 consecutive months.

“Texas employers continue to 
contribute to the Texas economy by 
adding jobs, including 203,900 over 
the past year,” said TWC Chairman 
Andres Alcantar. “Thanks to the 
innovation and efforts of employ-
ers in a range of industries, Texas 
workers continue to have greater 
opportunities to demonstrate their 
world class work ethic and skill set.”

“Texas workers have continued 
to provide employers with the skills 
and expertise needed to keep the 
Texas economy growing,” said TWC 
Commissioner Representing Labor 
Ronny Congleton. “Job seekers 
who need to upgrade their skills to 

prepare for today’s in-demand jobs 
should contact their local Workforce 
Solutions office for assistance.”

Service-providing industries 
led the state’s October job gains 
with the addition of 12,400 jobs in 
Leisure and Hospitality and 3,300 
positions in the Professional and 
Business Services industry.  The 
Construction industry grew by 2,600 
jobs in October.

“Private-sector employers added 
15,900 jobs in October and have 
accounted for the addition of 
180,800 positions in Texas over the 
past year as the state has continued 
to expand its employment,” said 
TWC Commissioner Representing 
Employers Ruth R. Hughs. “Our 
small businesses have contributed 
to the expanded opportunities, and 
veterans are among the skilled 

workers who stand ready to fill these 
needs. We were pleased to honor 
both this month as we celebrated 
National Veterans Small Business 
Week and Veterans Day.”

The Amarillo Metropolitan 
Statistical Area (MSA) recorded the 
month’s lowest unemployment rate 
among Texas MSAs with a not sea-
sonally adjusted rate of 3.2 percent. 
The Austin-Round Rock and Lub-
bock MSAs ranked 2nd and 3rd with 
rates of 3.3 and 3.4 consecutively in 
October.

• Despite the sensitive nature 
of having an account on Ashley 
Madison, the most common pass-
word amongst the sites users is still 
“123456.”
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Why not try advertising in The Bulletin? If you are running 
ads somewhere else, you are paying more. You have nothing 
to lose and perhaps a lot to gain. Call (979) 849-5407 today to 
place an ad and realize the savings.

Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Gender equality
Q. Get your thinking process 

in gear as you try to name a U.S. 
pro sport where men and women 
compete as equals.

A. Auto racing:  Unlike the 
women’s NBA, women’s world cup 
soccer, gender-specific Olympics, 
etc, there is no separate women’s 
NASCAR, NHRA (National Hot Rod 
Association), Indy Car or Formula 
1 division, says retired Cleveland 
librarian and NASCAR fan-atic Jeff 
French. In these races, men and 
women compete as equals, driving 
the same cars on the same tracks 
against one another. 

In NHRA, women have been 
particularly successful, having 
produced national champions in 
classes of Top Fuel, Pro Stock and 
Pro Stock Motorcycle, and runner-
up in Funny Cars. So, although 
the NBA has female referees and 
coaches, and the NFL is adding 
a female official this season, auto 
racing may be the truest site for 
gender equality.

As in other pro sports, race car 
drivers must possess a certain 
kind of athleticism. Imagine being 
wrapped up in a fire suit, in a car 
that is well over 100 degrees, for 
three to five hours, surrounded 

by noise and making split-second 
decisions, all the while traveling 150 
to 200 mph. Also,  endurance is 
remarkable, and on smaller tracks, 
such as 500 laps on a 3/4 mile 
track, drivers need strength just to 
keep pulling on the steering wheel 
for a thousand turns.

Let the best woman or man win!

The other mother’s milk
Q. The nutritious properties of 

breast milk are well known, but 
what of its lesser known “cousin,” 
womb milk?

A. Call it the “milk of life,” says 
“New Scientist” magazine. “For the 
first 11 weeks of pregnancy, before 
the mother’s nutrient-rich blood 
supply is plumbed in, all the materi-
als for building a baby are supplied 
by secretions from glands in the 
uterus.”  

According to John Aplin and 
his team from the University of 
Manchester, UK, glands lining 
the uterus store large amounts of 
glucose that are broken down and 
absorbed into the placenta, provid-
ing nourishment. Glycoproteins also 
get broken down into amino acids, 
the building blocks of tissue.

As Aplin explains, “the growing 
embryo is so tiny that the pressure 
of the mother’s blood could dis-

lodge it from the wall of the uterus.” 
The sustaining womb secretions 
dry up once the fetus at 11 weeks 
or so has grown enough to accept 
mother’s blood. 

Baby age app
Q.  An app for this, an app for 

that, an app for just about every-
thing.  What’s the app out of the 
University of Nottingham for deter-
mining just how old Baby is at birth?

A.  The BabyFace app “asks 
new parents to upload photos of 
their baby’s feet, face and ears, as 
well as their gestational ages, to 
an online database that scientists 
hope will make it easier to gauge a 
baby’s time in the womb,” reports 
“Science” magazine. The focus 
group is babies born between 28 
days early and 14 days late, with 
the eventual goal to craft a second, 
serviceable app -- NeoGest.

According to the University of 
Nottingham, it will “allow people in 
the developing world to use a smart 
phone to more accurately estimate 
the prematurity of a baby and 
decide whether specialist medical 
care is required.”  Said Babyface’s 
lead developer Dr. Michael Valstar:  
Distinctive features that define each 
gestational age include “the number 
of wrinkles and their depth in the 
feet and the roundness of the eyes 
and sharpness at the corners.”  
NeoGest will upload images of 
these features taken by a smart-
phone’s camera and “compare 
them to a huge database of babies 
at various known gestational ages 
to find a match.” 

Such information may well 
increase the chances of survival 
for premature babies in low-middle 
income countries.
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)

Brazoria County Retired Teach-
ers Association will meet on Friday, 
Dec. 4, 11:15 a.m., at Columbia 
United Methodist Church in West 
Columbia.  The program will be the 
annual Christmas party with music 
by the Brazosport College Jazz 
Singers.  Call Norma Taylor at (979) 
297-1377.

Retired teachers 
to meet Dec. 4
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Country music’s evolving status debated as Opry turns 90
urday night communal experience 
of listening to the “Mother Church of 
Country Music.”

I hope many more generations 
will get to make Opry memories.

Admittedly, some people wonder 
just how meaningful those memo-
ries will be. Jean Shepard (who as 
of Nov. 21 is the first female artist to 
reach the 60-year mark as an Opry 
member, and is the longest-tenured 
current member of the show) has 
recently expressed some harsh 
sentiments. 

She has said, “Country music 
today isn’t country, and I’m very 
adamant about that” and “Country 
music today isn’t genuine.”

Although fans and performers 
have probably been bewailing the 

evolution of country since even 
before bib overalls gave way to 
rhinestones and Nashville’s “cos-
mopolitan country” of the Sixties 
emerged, Ms. Shepard does bring 
to mind the fact that the Opry and 
other country music venues need 
balance.

The Opry cannot survive as an 
insect forever preserved in amber. 
But a “new broom sweeps clean” 
mantra powered by hipster focus 
groups could be equally disastrous.

The Opry needs a mixture of vet-
eran acts that may be far removed 
from their peak commercial days but 
who still have something entertain-
ing and soul-satisfying to offer, 
today’s solid stars who are willing to 
meet their membership obligations 
and newcomers who are hungry for 

their chance at stardom.
If the Opry cast is to be a family, 

we must remember what family 
means. Unless you’re talking about 
a dysfunctional family, you wouldn’t 
disrespect the contributions of the 
current breadwinners or totally dis-
regard the opinions of the children.

Families hang onto traditions, but 
traditions evolve. Great-grandma’s 
rhubarb pie recipe may wind up digi-
tized. The matriarch becomes the 
guest of honor as a new generation 
hosts family dinners. 

With the right blend of “keepin’ it 
real” and “keepin’ it relevant,” the 
former home of the Gully Jump-
ers, Fruit Jar Drinkers and Hank 
Williams Sr. should chug along and 
have Martian colonists tapping their 
toes someday. 

But with the wrong attitude, the 
Mother Church of Country Music 
wouldn’t have a prayer.

(Continued from Page 1)
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(This column was prepared by the Social Security Administration. For fast answers 
to specific Social Security questions, contact Social Security toll-free at 800-772-
1213 or visit www.socialsecurity.gov.)

Can I terminate my Medicare Part B insurance?
SOCIAL SECURITY Q&A

Q: How do I terminate my Medicare Part B (medical insurance)?
A: You can voluntarily terminate your Medicare Part B (medical insur-

ance). Because this is a serious decision that could have negative ramifi-
cations for you in the future, you’ll need to have a personal interview with a 
Social Security representative first. 

The representative will help you complete Form CMS 1763. This form 
isn’t available online. 

To schedule your interview, call 1-800-772-1213 (TTY: 1-800-325-0778) 
Monday through Friday from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., or contact your nearest 
Social Security office. For more information, go to www.medicare.gov.

hanging lights from the top down. 
Otherwise, begin on one side of the 
garage and work your way around.
Safety ideas for Christmas lights
Enlist a helper to hold the string of 

lights and keep it untangled. Place 
the cord in the hook or clip securely, 

making sure there’s no potential for 
damaging the insulation or bulbs. 
Experts recommend connecting 
no more than three strings of lights 
end-to-end.

Once the lights are hung, plug 
them in and enjoy your hard work. 
If a string does not work, check the 

bulbs again and make sure strings 
are connected securely.

Don’t use nail-in hooks on 
garage door

Don’t try to attach nail-in hooks 
to the garage door panels. This 
will damage the panel and won’t 
hold the lights very well. If you 
do damage a panel while hang-
ing lights, look for a company that 
repairs single panels.
Consider a professional or handyman

Too much work? Consider hiring 
a professional holiday decorator to 
make you garage door, entryway 
and other areas of your home more 
festive. Or look into having a handy-
man put up your decorations.

(Continued from Page 1)

How to hang Christmas lights on your garage door
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Encourage friend to consider a life of faith
My Answer by Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: I’ve tried to talk to a friend of mine about God and Jesus, but she’s 
never shown any interest. I finally got up enough courage to ask her why, 
and she admitted it was because she doesn’t want God to mess with her 
life. What can I say to her? - Mrs. J.D.

A: The most important thing you can do is to talk first to God about your 
friend. Only the Holy Spirit can convict her of her sins, and only the Holy 
Spirit can convince her of the truth of the Gospel. Before we ever talk with 
a person about Christ, we should first talk with Christ about that person.

What can you say to her? First, I suggest you commend her for being 
honest about herself. Yes, she’s on the wrong road in life, but at least she’s 
finally honest enough to admit which road she’s on. Then encourage her to 
have the same honesty about the life she’s living, and the consequences 
she’ll face if she continues with it. Right now, she wants to run her own life, 
but where will that lead her? The Bible warns, “The way of the unfaithful 
leads to their destruction” (Proverbs 13:15).

Then ask God to help your friend see Christ in you. She may argue with 
your words, but she can’t argue with your life, as you demonstrate Christ’s 
patience and love and peace. Eventually she’ll realize (if she’s honest) that 
you have something she doesn’t have - and that “something” is Christ.

In addition, ask God to help you know when to speak with her about 
your faith in Christ. She needs to know that God loves her, and He wants 
what is best for her. Thank God for the opportunity He is giving you to 
share His love with her.

Younger Onset Alzheimer’s Support Group

First Christian Church
503 Oyster Creek Dr., Lake Jackson

Thurs., Dec. 3   6-7:30 p.m.

Facilitator: Dale Libby
979-236-5393  djjalibby@hotmail.com

Dale, Coordinator of the Brazoria County Alzheimer’s Awareness 
Project, took early retirement from Dow Chemical to care for his wife, 

Joyce. He volunteers with the Alzheimer’s Association and is Vice 
Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Gathering Place.

By Carolyn Bigda
Chicago Tribune (TNS)

This spring, students graduating 
from college will have more to look 
forward to than the end of exams 
and term papers. They can also 
expect a strong job market.

According to a survey by the 
Collegiate Employment Research 
Institute at Michigan State Univer-
sity, hiring of new grads is expected 
to jump 15 percent this year. The 
survey, which asked employers 
about their recruitment plans for the 
2015-16 academic year, is based 
on responses from more than 4,730 
firms.

“We’re seeing hiring rates that 
resemble the really strong job 
markets of past years,” said Philip 
Gardner, director of the Collegiate 
Employment Research Institute. 
He noted that hiring has improved 
annually since the 2010-11 school 
year, but that recruitment has really 
ramped up in the last three years.

“We’ve needed it,” Gardner 
said, pointing out that hiring must 
increase by 5 percent to 7 percent 
annually, “just to soak up new grads, 
never mind the students who gradu-
ated during the recession and may 
still be looking for suitable work.”

If you’re preparing to graduate in 
the spring, here’s what to expect.

Hiring is up throughout the 
country.

“There’s not one region that’s lag-
ging,” Gardner said.

However, in some areas recruit-
ment is off the charts. So-called 
super hirers — companies that plan 
to increase their hiring by more than 
100 percent — are mostly in Virginia 
and California, followed by Michi-
gan, Wisconsin and Texas.

“California and the D.C. metro 
area are home to power players in 
the job market right now,” Gardner 
said, such as technology firms, 
and companies in the aerospace, 
consulting and manufacturing 
industries.

Most sectors are hiring. In most 
cases, it doesn’t matter what career 
you want to pursue. Job growth is 
strong across industries too.

New college 
grads entering a 
strong job market

Turkey fried wrong can inflame you
Firefighters in Marimar, CA. took a turkey to the Marine Corps Air Sta-

tion and set it on fire to show that holiday cooking done wrong could be 
more dangerous than what they usually do for a living.

“We do this for the Marines because they face so many dangers on a 
daily basis,” John Meyer, the firefighter who led the demonstration, told 
United Press International. “The worst thing that we think could happen to 
them is that they face another danger ... during the holidays that could’ve 
been prevented.”

Firefighters dropped an ice-cold turkey into an overfilled fryer, using the 
wrong type of oil, and cooking it at the wrong tempereature. They placed 
a mannequin next to it.

“We want you guys to see how badly things can go wrong just so that 
you can try and avoid this over the holiday season,” Meyer told UPI.

As the turkey was dropped into the fryer, flames shot up, scorch-
ing the mannequin. To see the video, go to twitter at: twitter.com/
MiramarFireDept.
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To publicize your group or community event, please send 
your announcement to john.bulletin@gmail.com. 

Look for us on 
Facebook

Chevron Phillips Chemical honored at Texas Workforce Conference
AUSTIN – Chevron Phillips 

Chemical Company (Chevron 
Phillips Chemical) was named the 
Employer of the Year at the Texas 
Workforce Commission’s (TWC) 
19th Annual Texas Workforce Con-
ference held Nov. 18-20 in Dallas. 

Chevron Phillips Chemical was 
nominated by the Workforce Solu-
tions Gulf Coast and chosen as the 
Employer of the Year from among 
five exemplary finalists, and out of 
26 private-sector employers. 

All nominees were recognized for 
contributions to their community’s 
workforce through innovation and 
collaboration their local Workforce 

Solutions network partner.
Headquartered in The Wood-

lands, Chevron Phillips Chemical 
Company LP (Chevron Phillips 
Chemical) has eight manufactur-
ing facilities and one research and 
technology center in Texas. 

Chevron Phillips Chemical is 
building its $6 billion U.S. Gulf Coast 
Petrochemicals Project, which will 
support 10,000 temporary construc-
tion and engineering jobs and 400 
long-term jobs in Baytown and Old 
Ocean.

“Through its innovative partner-
ship with local schools and Work-
force Solutions, the Chevron Phillips 

Chemical Company’s powerful, local 
approach to workforce development 
supports a highly skilled workforce 
while creating jobs for their region,” 
said TWC Chairman Andres Alcan-
tar. “I commend Chevron Phillips 
Chemical for its leadership and con-
tributions to the Texas economy. I 
extend my sincere congratulations.”

In response to workforce 
demands spurred by expansion, 
Chevron Phillips Chemical has 
made tremendous contributions 
to workforce development through 
scholarships, mentorships and 
internships offered to students of 
Lee College. 

The company donated $75,000 to 
Lee College in Baytown to begin a 
workforce development scholarship 
program for students pursuing a 
two-year degree in Process Tech-
nology, Instrumentation Technology 
or Electrical Technology. The pro-
gram recently extended to addi-
tional community colleges and dual 
credit-enrolled high school students 
in East Harris, Chambers, Liberty, 
Brazoria and Jefferson counties.

“I congratulate Chevron Phillips 
Chemical for their approach to work-
force development and the creation 
of quality local jobs to meet industry 
needs,” said Commissioner Repre-
senting Labor Ronny Congleton.

Together with its 50 percent 
owner, Phillips 66, Chevron Phillips 
Chemical with Sweeny ISD devel-
oped a petrochemical academy in 
Brazoria County in 2014. With an 
initial combined contribution of $1.6 
million, the educational academy 
allows high school students to take 
dual-credit technical college-level 
courses while attending high school.

Chevron Phillips Chemical also 
donated $50,000 in 2014 and in 
2015 to sponsor a Junior Achieve-
ment Inspire event, a series of all-
day career education assemblies. 
The event is attended by nearly 
19,000 eighth-grade students in the 
Greater Houston area.

“Congratulations to Chevron 
Phillips Chemical for its tremendous 
contribution to the local workforce,” 
said Commissioner Representing 
Employers Ruth R. Hughs. “The 
collaboration of Chevron Phillips 
Chemical and local partners exem-
plifies how employers can make a 
positive and long lasting impact in 
their communities.”
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Brazosport Regional Volunteers 
are celebrating the 30th Anniver-
sary of the Tree of Remembrance 
Ceremony on Thursday, Dec. 3 at  
6 p.m

  Memorial gifts provide an 
enduring way to celebrate the life 
of a person who has touched your 
life.  In turn, your action goes on to 
improve the lives of others.

The Tree of Remembrance 

Ceremony began in 1985 when vol-
unteer Bettie Ross created a memo-
rial service to recognize deceased 
volunteers.

 Mrs. Ross envisioned having a 
tree with white lights shining brightly 
in front of the hospital and designat-
ing a light for each volunteer.  What 
started out as a small 6-foot tree is 
now a 25-foot tree that lights up the 
front of the hospital all month long.

Now, the Tree of Remembrance 
has grown to provide donors the 
opportunity to remember an indi-
vidual with a gift upon the person’s 
death, birthday, or anniversary.

 A memorial gift honors a loved 
one’s life and serves to reflect upon 
the memories that live forever.  At 
the same time, a memorial gift also 
helps improve healthcare in our 
community. 

 With just a $5 or more contribu-
tion, a light will be placed on a tree 
for your honoree. This unique way 
to donate works to improve the lives 
of all community members.

 Please join the Brazosport 
Regional Volunteers to celebrate 30 

Years of the Tree of Remembrance 
on Thursday, Dec. 3 at 6 p.m. in the 
main lobby.

Holiday entertainment and 
refreshments will be provided.

 To create a lasting memorial for 
someone, please call the Auxiliary 

Brazosport Regional Volunteers celebrate the 30th anniversary of Tree of Remembrance

A 14-year-old Rubik’s cube whiz solved the puzzle in 4.9 seconds, set-
ting a new world record, reports United press International.

Lucas Etter, 14, smashed the world record of 5.25 seconds Saturday at 
the River Hill Fall 2015 competition in Clarksville, Md., according to UPI.

Etter, whose accomplishment was filmed and posted to YouTube, fol-
lowed the official rules for the contest -- the cube was randomly scram-
bled by a computer, and he and his fellow competitors were given 15 
seconds to observe the puzzle before they began their solving attempts, 
reports UPI.

The previous record of 5.25 seconds was set by Collin Burns at the 
Doylestown Spring 2015 competition.

Etter’s accomplishment was the first official solve to come in under 5 
seconds, wrote UPI.

14-year-old sets new Rubik’s Cube record
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The United Daughters of the Confederacy, Lamar Fontaine Chapter, met 
at the Statue of Stephen F. Austin, the “Father of Texas,” in Angleton.  
The speaker was Michael Bailey, and he portrayed Governor James 
Hogg of Texas. Pictured is Alice Royalty, president, and guest speaker, 
Michael Bailey, Sons of Confederate Veterans Camp #1565.

UDC local chapter meets at S.F.A statue
coal was used to heat the small 
room we lived in, and perhaps more 
valuable thrown in the fire than 
wasted in someone’s shoe.

Some European countries got a 
visit from St. Nicholas on Dec. 6, 
while others saw him on Dec. 19. 

The USA doesn’t get a visit on those 
days. Santa waits until Christmas. 
By sectioning off the gift-giving, 
Santa or St. Nicholas can keep up 
with all those gifts. That’s my theory. 
I just thought of it.

And, over here, we don’t have 
to worry about getting our shoes 

ready. We use stockings. That’s a 
nice modification over the European 
tradition, since more gifts fit into a 
stocking than in a child’s shoe.

Those stockings hanging over the 
fireplace are gigantic, not to mention 
what parents do to supplement it. 
But in my childhood days in Hun-
gary, we didn’t know anything about 
the stockings version, or I would 
have found a big one. We just had 
our shoes.

Dec. 6 should have been the 
main day for gift-giving also. Dec. 
25 was the celebration of the birth of 
Christ. But there was always some-
thing under the Christmas tree. I 
knew that those gifts came from my 
parents. There was no guessing 
involved.

We didn’t get anything elaborate 
at either time, though. Back in those 
days, Hungary was occupied by the 
Soviet Union, and St. Nicholas was 
kind of poor, along with our parents.

The first thing we checked in 
the morning of Dec. 6 were the 
shoes. If we were really good, there 
was even an orange or banana in 
there, along with some chocolates 
and candy. But, there were some 
years when we were just as good, 
but there weren’t any oranges or 
bananas to be found anywhere 
– anywhere in the whole city, that is.

The fruit was valuable and shared 
by all the children. The adults would 
not touch them. These are items 
that are no big deal to us now, and 
in the West, they were in good 
supply even back then. But not 
behind the Iron Curtain; they were 
hard to find.

After we ate the oranges, the par-
ents put the orange peel on top of 
the coal burning stove, so we could 
enjoy them a little longer as aroma 
dispersed through the room.

St. Nicholas did the best he could 
back in those days, and we were 
glad for whatever he left. It wasn’t 
the value of the gift, but the fact that 
we got it and could show it to each 
other. The real gift was the ability to 
share the event with my cousins, to 
share the spirit of the holiday.

Those were special times for me 
as a child, and the essence of the 
purity of the holidays has stayed 
with me all these years.

Back then, the simplicity was 
forced by economic circumstances. 
Today, now that the kids are grown, 
it is just the way I like it.

Leaving our shiney shoes on windowsill for St. Nick
(Continued from Page 1)
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Man stars swinging samurai sword in Apple store
A man swinging a samurai sword 

at an Apple store terrified shoppers 
recently, according to the Associ-
ated Press.

The man walked into the Manhat-
tan store and began waving the 
sword, authorities said. A video 
posted online showed him swing-
ing the sword as he walked down a 
staircase.

Several shoppers quickly down-
loaded a sword app to launch a 
counterattack on the man.

Lawyer Nancy Birnbaum, who 
lives nearby, told the New York 
Post she was browsing at the store 
when she spotted the man on the 
staircase.

“I thought he was doing some sort 
of performance art, but then he pulls 
out this sword with a huge 2-foot-
long blade, and it was dead obvious 
that it was a real sword,” she said. 

“I’ve never been so terrified in my 
entire life.”

The AP report stated that the  
man appeared to be emotionally 
disturbed, police said. He was 
taken into custody at the scene, 
and his name was not immediately 
released. No injuries were reported.

(A spokesman for Apple Inc., 
which is based in Cupertino, 
California, confirmed the incident 
but declined to comment, perhaps 
because of the company’s embar-
rasement over the fact that the 
sword app was totally ineffective 
against a real sword.) 

Drunk Russian caused ship to run ashore
We finally know why a 7,000-ton, 423-foor Russian cargo ship crashed full 

speed into the Scotland coast last winter -- rum.
The rum was consumed by the officer in charge of the vessel - about a 

liter (17 ounces) of it. A breath alcohol test indicated that the chief officer had 
eight times the blood alcohol content then allowed professional seafarers.

The amount of alcohol the officer consumed caused him to fail to plot 
crucial course adjustments, the report said -- and the ship’s navigation alarm 
system, which could have alerted the rest of the crew to his incapacity, had 
not been switched on, reported CNN.

The ship, the Lysblink Seaways, was on its way from Belfast, Northern 
Ireland, to Skogn in Norway when it slammed into the rocky shoreline near 
Kilchoan on the Ardnamurchan peninsula.
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History of the World

By Mark Andrews / Tribune Content Agency

Dec. 1: ON THIS DATE in 1881, brothers Virgil, Wyatt and Morgan 
Earp were cleared of all charges stemming from the infamous gunfight 
at the O.K. Corral in Tombstone, Ariz., where they had faced down the 
outlaw Clancy gang. In 1955, seamstress Rosa Parks was arrested after 
refusing to give up her seat in the “colored section” of a crowded bus in 
Montgomery, Ala., to a white passenger after the “white section” was full. 
The resulting Montgomery Bus Boycott became a landmark event of the 
U.S. civil-rights movement.

Dec. 2: ON THIS DATE in 1927, Ford Motor Co. unveiled the Model 
A automobile, successor to the Model T. In 1961, Cuban leader Fidel 
Castro announced that he was a Communist and would turn Cuba into a 
communist-ruled nation.

Dec. 3: ON THIS DATE in 1621, Galileo Galilei, better known by his 
first name, perfected the telescope. In 1775, the first official American flag 
was raised aboard the naval vessel Alfred. The flag had 13 red and white 
stripes with the crosses of St. George and St. Andrew.

Dec. 4: ON THIS DATE in 1154, Nicholas Breakspear became the only 
Englishman to become pope of the Roman Catholic Church. He took the 
name Adrian IV. In 1836, the Whig Party held its first national convention 
in Harrisburg, Pa.

Dec. 5: ON THIS DATE in 1848, President James K. Polk set off a gold 
rush when he confirmed that the precious metal had been discovered in 
California. In 1933, Prohibition was repealed as the 21st Amendment to 
the U.S. Constitution was ratified.

Dec. 6: ON THIS DATE in 1877, Thomas Edison made the first sound 
recording. In 1957, the first attempt by the United States to put a satel-
lite into orbit - two months after the Soviet Union’s successful launch of 
Sputnik - failed as the Vanguard rocket exploded on the launch pad at 
Cape Canaveral, Fla.

Answer to last week’s question: This week in 1964, the Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize.

This week’s question: What NFL player became the first to reach 2,000 
yards rushing in a single season in 1973?

The Infinity Group recently presented a $50,000 check to the Brazosport 
College Foundation in support of the College’s Crafts Academy Capital 
Campaign. Pictured are, from left, Serena Andrews, Brazosport College 
Vice President, College Advancement; Dr. Millicent Valek, Brazosport 
College President; Infinity Group Owners Harold Monical, Jr. and Mark 
Monical; and Kristen Schwertner, Brazosport College Foundation 
Development Officer.

Infinity Group makes contribution 
toward BC Crafts Academy
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Music icon and five-time, 
Grammy-winning artist Christopher 
Cross is coming to The Clarion at 
Brazosport College.

With hits such as “Sailing,” “Ride 
Like the Wind” and “Arthur’s Theme 
(Best That You Can Do),” Cross’s 
music is known for its blend of 
sensitivity and unique artistry.

Cross will take the Clarion stage 
at 7:30 p.m. on Dec. 4.

In 1981, his self-titled debut 
album, featuring lead single “Ride 

Grammy-winning music icon Christopher Cross to perform at the Clarion on Dec. 4
Like the Wind,” and the massively 
successful second single, “Sailing,” 
made Cross a superstar, winning 
an unprecedented and record-set-
ting five Grammy Awards. 

In the wake of two more Top 20 
hits, “Never Be the Same” and “Say 
You’ll Be Mine,” he soon scored a 
second No. 1, as well as an Acad-
emy Award, with “Arthur’s Theme 
(Best That You Can Do),” which 
he co-wrote with Burt Bacharach, 
Carole Bayer Sager and Peter 

Allen for the smash Dudley Moore 
film “Arthur.”

Cross’s much-anticipated 
second album “Another Page” was 
released in 1983 and produced the 
hits “All Right,” “No Time for Talk,” 
and a Top 10 entry for “Think of 
Laura.”

He charted eight songs into the 

Billboard Top 40 charts between 
1980 and 1983.

Four years, two albums, eight hit 
singles, several world tours, five 
Grammys and one Oscar marked 
Cross’s meteoric rise to the top.

To date, Cross has released nine 
albums (not counting hits pack-
ages). 

Tickets are $70 for adults, $65 
for seniors, Brazosport College 
employees and BC Former Student 
Association members and $25 for 
students and children.

Advance tickets are available at 
The Clarion Box Office by call-
ing (979) 230-3156 or online at 
clarionboxoffice.brazosport.edu.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Burst into tears
5 Wander off the point
11 Rainy
14 Hodgepodge
15 In the plane’s cabin, say
17 New Year’s __
18 Pennsylvania borough in today’s 
news
20 Clinton’s instrument
21 Ambulance VIP
22 ‘50s nuclear experiments

23 Founded, on signs
25 Foe
27 Approved, briefly
29 Pop singer Diamond
31 Henry VIII’s sixth wife Catherine
32 Conk out
35 “Make up your mind!”
37 Germany’s __ Republic, 1919-’33
40 Flip-flops
41 What we’ll have of 3-Down, 
according to folklore, if 18-Across 
62-Down sees his 50-Down on 65-

Across
43 Puppies
45 Bahamas capital
46 Thick fog metaphor
48 Dirt road groove
49 Amt. on a new car window
53 Venus de __
54 Mess of hair
56 Employee handing out playbills
57 Stoolie
59 Workshop grippers
63 Word after Iron or Stone
64 Corp. leader
65 February 2, every year
68 Coffee hour vessel
69 Asian language in a region 
famous for tigers
70 __ vault
71 Letter before tee
72 La Brea discovery
73 Filled with wonder

DOWN
1 Girl who lost her sheep
2 Barnard graduate
3 Cold season
4 Bagel go-with
5 Landslide victory
6 Poker pot starter
7 Corp. execs’ degrees
8 Bend before in reverence
9 Lucky Luciano cohort Meyer __
10 Before, in poetry
11 Cowboy movies
12 Shirking, as taxes
13 LBJ’s home state
16 Salon coloring
19 Speak
24 Sweetie pie
26 Dennis the Menace’s grumpy 
neighbor
28 Hate
30 Part of UCLA
32 Chinese appetizer
33 “I think ...,” in texts
34 Make, as money
36 Mets’ old stadium
38 Old Montreal baseballer
39 Back
41 Flippered aquarium attractions
42 Sch. with a Spokane campus
43 Typist’s stat.
44 Some young cows
47 Pennsylvania raceway
50 Sundial casting
51 Entertain in style
52 Victimized, with “on”
55 Outlet inserts
56 GI show gp.
58 USSR secret service
60 Santa __: West Coast winds
61 1551, to Caesar
62 Given name of the critter in 
today’s news
64 Billiards stick
66 NBA official
67 Dean’s list no.
  (c)2015 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
FRUIT  BREAD  SALAD  PASTA  BAGEL  BACON  STEAK



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407    December 1, 2015   THE BULLETIN  Page 15
Jumble Answers
Jumbles: TRACT  FLUKE  LIQUOR  SURELY
Answer: What the seedy hotel gave him when he paid in dollars -- QUARTERS

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Use 
a mouth guard to protect you from 
grinding your teeth. In the week to 
come you may struggle to escape 
from the tight, uncomfortable 
space that exists between a rock 
and a hard place.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
Don’t get off on the wrong foot with 
the guy or gal in your life. In the 
week to come make rational expla-
nations and convince a special 
someone of your sincerity before 
things get out of hand.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
Remember that the person who 
never made a mistake probably 
did nothing at all. In the week 
ahead your significant other might 
be grouchy or somewhat critical. 
Remain supportive.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
Make smart choices. If you stay on 
your toes this week you can make 
friends in high places and a few 
extra dollars, too. Put extra effort 
into charming customers, contacts 
and co-workers.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Bring a 
friend home to dinner. Embrace 
an opportunity to treat a friend like 
a family member. To do your best 
work in the week to come seek 
peace and quiet in out of the way 
places.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
Everything comes full circle in the 
end. The balancing act you must 
perform to please family on one 
hand, and the demands of a career 
on the other, might finally come to 
a peak this week.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 
Breaking up isn’t always hard to 
do. In the week to come you might 
seamlessly leave some relation-
ships behind. You may learn which 
people are fully trustworthy and 
which ones aren’t.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Reaching the top is never final. 
You must continue to travel 

through the dips and then climb 
up the peaks again. You may feel 
invincible this week but it is wise to 
tread cautiously.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Funnel frustrations into a 
formula for success. Efforts may 
be unrewarding when you don’t 
receive encouragement. In the 
week ahead maintain a low profile 
and avoid controversy.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Think twice without over thinking. 
You may experience something 
similar to writer’s block in the week 
ahead. You may be discouraged by 
a temporary inability to get ahead. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
It may be boring or soothing to do 
the same thing over again, as long 
as it isn’t a mistake. This week you 
may be able to ride the rocking 
horse of repetitive actions into the 
winner’s circle.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
There is no reason to beat your 
head against the wall when the 
door is right around the corner. As 
this week unfolds don’t be discour-
aged. The solution to a problem is 
in plain view.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

Bulletin  Horoscope

The Brazoria County Master 
Gardeners and the Brazoria County 
AgriLife Extension Service are 
pleased to announce two programs 
for December.

First, on Dec. 5, is the “Miniature 
Fairy Garden Workshop”.  Learn 
how to make a miniature garden.  
The cost is $25, which includes 
materials and three items for your 
garden. Class will be from 9:30-11:
30 a.m. Checks should be made 
out to BCMGA.  Class is limited to 
the first 15 people.  The class will 
take place at the B.E.E.S. garden,  
located at the yellow gate at the 
corner of Hospital Drive and County 
Road 171 (585 CR 443) in Angleton. 

On Dec. 12, from 9 a.m. -12 p.m. 
will be the “Fruit Selection for Brazo-
ria County” seminar.  This program 
will be at the extension office (21017 
County Road 171).  Master Gardner 
Gil Livanec will present on fruiting 
plants that grow and produce in our 
area.  Participants will also be able 
to taste various fruits, glazes, pre-
serves and marmalades grown and 
prepared by our Master Gardeners.  
Program is free, and preregistration 
is not required. 

For further information, please 
contact Becky at the Brazoria 
County AgriLife Extension office.  
Email her at rduke@brazoria-
county.com or call (979) 864-1558.

Master Gardeners 
plan Dec. programs
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