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I was reminded recently that 
I hate cold weather. I don’t hate 
much of anything, not even broc-
coli, but I hate the cold. I dislike 
broccoli.

The reminder was from the 
fact that it was cold last week. 

Very cold. 
To someone 
visiting from 
a state where 
it stays below 
freezing for 
months, this 
may have 
been shorts 
and short-

sleeve weather. To the rest of us, 
it was just too cold.

Don’t worry about it too much, 
said the local weather forecaster, 
trying to be nice. “We’ll be back 
in the 70s this weekend.”

It’s only November. We’re not 
supposed to get this cold along 
the Texas Gulf Coast until Janu-
ary, and even then, just for a few 
days.

I moved here many years ago 
partly because of the weather, 
after getting tired of the harsh 
winters. One of my buddies 
who just reconnected with me 
on Facebook lives in Atlanta. I 
thought he would be living in the 
Big Apple.

I like the weather. It doesn’t get 
too cold, comparatively, anyway, 
he said.

Florida was O.K., but he 
didn’t like the hurricanes. When 
he lived there, the storms in 

RAMBLINGS

Typhoon-induced 
early cold spell 
not welcomed

The true high in a 
Colorado high school

Adams High School in Com-
merce City, Colorado, was locked 
down for a while after a student’s 
weed pipe filled the classroom 
with pot smoke. The student lit 
up a “gravity bong” or “bucket,” 
and proceeded to get a classful 
of students stoned while officials 
ordered all students to shelter in 
place.

“As always, students’ safety is 
our number one priority. All stu-
dents were fine, and the school 
is resuming business as usual,” 
school officials said in a prepared 
statement.

The sale of pot is legal in Colo-
rado, but consumption of the drug 
by minors, or by anyone in public 
settings, such as schools, parks 
and on the street, remains illegal.

Officials did not say how they 
disciplined the student or stu-
dents responsible for the smoke-
out at the “high” school.

Only in Colorado.

Extrapolating rats
Good news: There are not 

eight million rats in New York City. 
Bad news: There are about two 
million.

Jonathan Auerbach, a Colum-
bia University doctoral student 
has found a way to estimate the 
rat population, since rats are 
rather hard to count. Then he 
published his findings in ‘Signifi-
cance” magazine.

He used complaints from the 
public about rat sightings, which 
the city tracks and publishes 
online. Combining the data with a 
number of assumptions, he was 
able to extrapolate the number of 
rat-occupied lots to about 40,500 
across the city, or less than 5 per-
cent of the total. If each inhabited 
lot is home to a typical colony of 
50 rats, that would mean there 
are about 2 million rats in the city 
–  the four legged kind.

PLEASE TAKE ONE
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SHE’S JUST A GIRL; WHAT COULD POSSIBLE GO WRONG: A 
man ran up behind a woman jogging along the Allegheny River Trail in 
Pittsburgh, and pulled her shorts down to her ankles. Unfortunately for 
him, the woman is a deputy U.S. marshal. She chased him into an apart-
ment building stairwell, and, when he resisted arrest, kicked him in the 
crotch and punched him in the face.

CAN’T YOU SEE THAT I’M THE GIRL FOR YOU? A woman who has 
a male roommate got jealous and angry when he brought his girlfriend 
to their apartment in Boca Raton, Fla. When the couple went to sleep, 
she stole the girlfriend’s car, smashed the taillights, ripped off the side 
mirrors, and keyed the vehicle.

WHAT DO YOU MEAN I CAN’T CONTROL MYSELF!? A man, who 
was hauled into court in Sioux Falls, S.D., for failing to complete his 
anger management course, was arrested for attacking his attorney in a 
conference room.

OH, SHE’LL PROBABLY TAKE YOU BACK NOW, PAL: After being 
dumped by his girlfriend due to violence, an 18-year-old man called her 
50 times in violation of a restraining order, and finally, while posing as a 
police officer, called her workplace in Oviedo, Fla., saying she was facing 
charges and demanding to speak to her.

AND THIS MARRIAGE IS OFF TO A ROUSING START: A groom put 
the moves on a pregnant woman who was working at his wedding recep-
tion in Pittsburgh, prompting her to call her boyfriend to pick her up after 
the man became “touchy feely.” The boyfriend showed up and got into a 
fistfight with the groom, resulting in the arrest of himself, the groom, his 
brother and another guy.

HEY, WHAT’S WRONG WITH A LITTLE ENTHUSIASM: A San 
Antonio man stormed into his roommate’s bedroom and stabbed him 
because he was making too much noise while entertaining two women at 
the same time. He survived.

COME ON, FLOOR IT! Two young men stole a couple of heavy-duty 
construction vehicles from a company in Colchester, Vt., and drove them 
up onto Interstate 89. A motorist called the cops who quickly tracked 
them down, because the vehicles have a top speed of only 10 mph.

AH, IT’S GOOD TO BE OUT OF JAIL; I CAN JUST BE ME: On the 
very day he was released from an Arizona prison, an ex-inmate punched 
a man in the face and robbed him, shot another guy to death outside 
of a party being held to celebrate his freedom, then went to a friend’s 
residence to smoke methamphetamine.

SO, WHAT DO YOU THINK OF MY OUTFIT, BOYS? An 81-year-old 
man in an assisted living facility in Spring Hill, Fla., stood at his apart-
ment window wearing a bright red bra and panties, and exposed himself 
to the people in the swimming pool below. When deputies went to ques-
tion him, he had changed into a hot pink bra and matching panties. They 
told him he could wear whatever underwear he wanted, but to keep his 
shades down when doing so.

Tired of spending hours sitting in 
a crowded ER waiting room? Bra-
zosport Regional Health System 
has the solution – it’s called 
InQuicker, a convenient online 
service for scheduling visits to the 
Emergency Services Department 
and the Urgent Care Center.

The new, easy-to-use service 

allows patients to choose their 
designated treatment time online 
and then wait in the comfort of their 
own home rather than the waiting 
room. The process is easy:

• Visit www.BrazosportRegional
.org to check in at the emergency 
room or visit www.BrazosportRe
gionalUCC.org to check in at the 

Brazosport Regional Urgent Care 
Center.

• Click the Check In Now Button
• Select a projected treatment 

time.
• Complete a simple online form.
• Arrive either at the ER or the 

Urgent Care at your projected 
time to be seen by a healthcare 
provider.

InQuicker estimates treatment 
times based on facility conditions. 

In the event of a projected treat-
ment time delay, InQuicker users 
are sent real-time notifications via 
phone call or email so they can 
continue waiting at home.

However, this service is for 
non-life and non-limb threatening 
conditions only. 

If patients are experiencing chest 
pain, shortness of breath, severe 
abdominal pain or symptoms of a 
stroke such as dizziness, weak-
ness, vision disturbance, or severe 
headaches, patients are asked to 
come directly to the ER or call 911.

BRHS launches online emergency room waiting service 
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

It’s a cat’s life
Q.  Cat lovers, you probably 

already know that cats are solitary 
hunters of small prey, unlike large-
game pack-hunting dogs.  But can 
you cite some lesser known catty 
curiosities?

A.  Did you think of these?  Since 
cats hunt even when not hungry, 
they consume  barely a quarter of 
their prey, while most are simply left 
“in situ,” or brought back as gifts for 
“lucky” cat owners,  says Gemma 
Tarlach in “Discover” magazine.  
As typical low-light hunters, cats 
have evolved enormous eyes, with 
outdoor cats tending toward being 
farsighted, indoor cats nearsighted.  
Still, even though cats can’t focus 
well up close, they can rely on their 
whiskers and excellent sense of 
smell to complete most tasks.  Their 
sense of taste, however, is limited, 
cats being one of the few mam-
mals that lack taste receptors for 
sweetness, perhaps because they 
need meat, not sweets.  “Cats are 
obligate carnivores that get their 
energy from protein rather than 
carbohydrates.”

Says Tarlach, “We’ll soon have 
a complete genetic image of cats, 
since recently the 99 Lives Cat 
Whole Genome Sequence Initia-
tive began collecting DNA samples 

from cats worldwide.”  The resulting 
database will be used “to research 
both feline diseases and some 
human ailments, including diabetes, 
which affect cats similarly -- and for 
which we share risk factors such as 
a sedentary lifestyle.”

Study of old human poo
Q.  In a word, what’s been the 

story of the “early human turd”?
A.  Infections.  Studying fossil-

ized excrement, archaeologists 
found that since ancient times, 
10,000-5,000 BC, rates of whip-
worm and roundworm infections 
have exploded around Europe.  This 
coincided with the transition from 
hunter-gatherers to farmers and the 
domestication of animals, allowing 
tapeworms and other parasites to 
flourish, reports Kate Ravilious in 
“New Scientist” magazine.  Then 
along came New World farmers, 
whose more sanitary conditions and 
lifestyles were quite different from 
the Europeans, and  most impor-
tant, these farmers apparently didn’t 
spread excrement over the fields.  

Unfortunately, when Europeans 
began to colonize the Americas, 
they imposed “their filthy ways,” 
with cesspit samples from towns 
like Albany, New York, indicating 
a rapid increase in whipworm and 
roundworm infections.  Not until the 

19th and early 20th century, with the 
introduction of sewer systems and 
a greater awareness of hygiene, 
were fecal parasites brought under 
control in Europe and the Americas. 

Yet even with our parasite-free 
modern poo, future archaeologists 
will be “intrigued by the diversity 
of foods in our diet, astonished by 
the amount of meat consumed and 
astounded at how little fiber we 
ate,” says bioarchaeologist Andrew 
Jones from the University of York, 
UK.  “They will probably correctly 
conclude that Western people were 
generally constipated and obese.”

Just average
Q.  Suppose that driving to work 

every day, you average about 56 
miles per hour (mph). Then on the 
way home one day, construction 
slows you to an average 28 mph.  
So what’s your overall average 
speed for the round trip?

A.  Seems easy, right, as you just 
add your usual 56 mph to 28 mph 
and divide by 2 to arrive at an aver-
age 42 mph. Unfortunately, things 
are nowhere near that simple, says 
Ivan Moscovich in “Genius Gymna-
sium.”  Actually,  you’ll be spending 
a lot more 28-mph time on your 
slowed return trip--twice as much 
in fact--meaning you’ll spend one 
amount at 56 mph, then 2 amounts 
at 28 mph.  So make that 56 + 28 + 
28 = 112, divided by 3, or an overall 
average speed of 37.3 mph.

(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)
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the Atlantic were all lining up 
to embark on their trip toward 
Florida.

Now they are turning farther 
east, which is the way it should 
remain, so that we don’t have to 
worry about them here.

Why is all this happening, all 
these cold temperatures this 
early? I turned to the Internet 
machine to find out and came up 
with some reasons.

Our most recent cold spell was 
started far away by Typhoon Nuri, 
which struck an unpopulated part 
of Japan. It was a big one, with 
top winds of 180 mph. That set 
off a ripple effect in the jet stream, 
sending it further south than 
normal, hence, the polar vortex 
and lower than normal tempera-
tures.

Meteorologists quoted in the 
Popular Science article agree on 
the cause, but not on how often 

these things happen and whether 
we’re in for these cold spells on a 
regular basis.

At least that is my understanding 
of the PS story, which concludes by 
advising us to best get ready and 
shiver. That’s reassuring.

To make things even worse, they 
ran a weather map showing how 
winter is going to shape up for the 
United States, purple being cold and 
yellow being in the 70s.

The purple lines come pretty 
close to the Gulf Coast, while 
the yellow lines are in the Gulf of 
Mexico, which doesn’t help us on 
land. The map shows 40s and 50s 
around us.

Now, that is not what I really 
want, but I’ll take it for now, hoping 
that it’s an average, and that a lot of 
days we’ll be above it.

This new-found old buddy of mine 
and I drove to Buffalo, N.Y. one 
Thanksgiving while we were still in 
college, and we had a great time. 

But, a winter storm was moving 
into the area, and I was getting 
concerned about the possibility of 
getting snowed in and not being 
able to get back to classes.

We decided to drive back one 
day early. That night, they shut 
down for about a week the state 
highway we needed to make our 
return trip, as a record-setting 
blizzard hit the area.

The white stuff is not all that 
new to me, but I want to keep my 
distance. A white Christmas in 
2004 along the Gulf Coast and 
two hours enjoying the snow on 
top of Pikes Peak in Colorado a 
few years later is all the snow that 
I need to see for a while.

So, all you meteorologists out 
there, get your act together and 
start talking how nice and pleas-
ant our winter will be. I’m getting 
tired of all this doom and gloom. 
I want sunshine and in the 70s 
– now get to work.

(Continued from Page 1)

Two hours of  snow is about all I need for a while
Why a typhoon in Japan a while back is making it cold here 

Retail sales rebound ahead of holidays
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

Consumers went shopping in October and gave a much-needed boost to 
retailers, adding some crucial momentum to the holiday shopping season.

U.S. retail sales increased 0.3 percent last month, after dropping 0.3 per-
cent in September, the Commerce Department said Friday. With the help of 
falling gasoline prices and increased consumer optimism, sales beat analyst 
expectations of a 0.2 percent increase.

“When October came in, we know from the employment reports that 
incomes went up, and confidence was doing relatively well,” said Chris 
Christopher, an economist at IHS Global Insight. “So wham-o, you get a 
pretty strong October.”

Signs that the economy was steadily perking up put shoppers in a spend-
ing mood, analysts said. The unemployment rate fell to a six-year low of 
5.8 percent in October, and consumer confidence hit the highest level since 
2007, according to the Thomson Reuters/University of Michigan index.

This holiday season should compare favorably to last year’s, when the 
government shutdown paralyzed consumer confidence and harsh winter 
storms in many parts of the country prevented people from shopping, ana-
lysts said.

“Everything is in place for a relatively better holiday season,” Christopher 
said.

He forecast that retail sales would clock in with a 4.2 percent increase this 
season, slightly higher than the estimated improvement of 4.1 percent by the 
National Retail Federation for November and December. 
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BRHS designated as Center of Excellence in Minimally Invasive Gynecology
Brazosport Regional Health 

System and Dr. Samatha 
Kadiyala earned the Center of 
Excellence in Minimally Invasive 
Gynecology (COEMIG) designa-
tion by the American Association 
of Gynecologic Laparoscopists 
(AAGL) and Surgical Review 
Corporation. 

These organizations recognize 
hospitals and surgeons around 
the world providing exceptional 
minimally invasive gynecologic 
surgical care.

The COEMIG program focuses 
on improving the safety and 
quality for gynecology patients. 
Additionally, the initiative seeks to 
expand awareness of and access 
to minimally invasive gynecol-
ogy procedures performed by 
surgeons and facilities that have 
demonstrated excellence in these 

advanced techniques.
 Dr. Kadiyala joined Brazosport 

Regional in 2010 and started 
working with BRHS to achieve 
this designation. To earn the 
COEMIG designation, Brazos-
port Regional participated in a 
rigorous site evaluation, provided 
information on all aspects of its 
minimally invasive gynecology 
program and submitted data on 
its surgical outcomes. 

Over 100 advanced gynecology 
cases must be completed every 
year for three years to become a 
Center of Excellence. 

In addition, surgeons and hos-
pitals must partner together and 
demonstrate a team commitment 
to minimally invasive gynecologic 
surgical care.

Minimally invasive surgery 
involves smaller incisions and 

it means quicker recovery time 
compared to traditional “open” 
procedures. Furthermore, patients 
experience less pain after mini-
mally invasive surgery, have less 
scar tissue formation and return 
to work sooner.

“Earning the center of excel-
lence designation signifies our 
ability to consistently deliver the 
safest, highest-quality care in 
women’s healthcare,” explains 
Al Guevara, CEO/President 
of Brazosport Regional. “The 
COEMIG program fosters qual-
ity improvement in minimally 
invasive gynecologic surgery, 
and participation has focused 
our team on exceeding clinical 
benchmarks and guidelines. But 
most importantly, our commitment 
to excellence improves the health 
and well-being of our patients.”
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History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Nov. 24: ON THIS DATE in 1963, strip-club owner Jack Ruby shot JFK 
assassin Lee Harvey Oswald to death on national television. In 1971, 
hijacker D.B. Cooper parachuted from a Northwest Airlines jetliner with 
$200,000 in extorted cash. He was never caught.

Nov. 25: ON THIS DATE in 1867, Alfred Nobel invented Dynamite; his 
resulting fortune later funded the Nobel Prizes. In 1957, President Eisen-
hower suffered a mild stroke that impaired his speech.

Nov. 26: ON THIS DATE in 1789, Thanksgiving was officially celebrated 
in the United States. In 1865, Lewis Carroll’s “Alice’s Adventures in Won-
derland” was published. In 1950, China entered the Korean War, sending 
troops across the Yalu River.

Nov. 27: ON THIS DATE in 1970, Pope Paul VI, visiting the Philippines, 
was slightly wounded by a dagger-wielding Bolivian painter disguised as 
a priest. In 1973, the Senate voted 92-3 to confirm Gerald R. Ford as vice 
president, succeeding Spiro T. Agnew, who had resigned after pleading no 
contest to corruption charges.

Nov. 28: ON THIS DATE in 1520, Portuguese explorer Ferdinand 
Magellan reached the Pacific after passing through the South American 
strait now bearing his name. In 1925, the Grand Ole Opry, Nashville’s 
famed wellspring of country music, made its radio debut.

Nov. 29: ON THIS DATE in 1947, the U.N. General Assembly passed a 
resolution to partition Palestine between Arabs and Jews. In 1981, actress 
Natalie Wood, 43, fell off a yacht and drowned near Catalina Island, Calif.

Nov. 30: ON THIS DATE in 1782, the United States and Britain signed 
preliminary peace articles in Paris, ending the Revolutionary War. In 1804, 
impeached Supreme Court Justice Samuel Chase went on trial, accused 
of political bias. He was acquitted by the Senate.

Answer to last week’s question: This week in 1975, Charles Manson 
follower Lynette Fromme was convicted of trying to assassinate President 
Ford less than three months earlier in California.

This week’s question: In 1976, actress Elizabeth Taylor married for the 
seventh time. Her husband would later become a U.S. senator. What was 
his name?

  (Mark Andrews can be reached via e-mail at mlandrews@embarqmail.com.)

When preparing your Thanksgiv-
ing meal, limit fats, oil, and grease 
from going down your sink, which 
can lead to expensive sewer back-
ups and plumbing emergencies. 

Customers could see rate 
increases to cover sewer mainte-
nance and repairs if clogs restrict 
flow in the pipes. Prevention of 
these clogs helps protect water 
quality in nearby creeks and 
streams since oil and grease in 
the system can cause manholes to 
overflow. 

Use strainers to catch food 
scraps and toss them in the trash or 
compost bin, instead of the sink.

Recycle cooking oil where pos-
sible -- just strain, store and use 
again. Collect cooking grease in a 
sealable, disposable container and 
place it in the trash. 

To learn more, visit the Fats, Oils, 
and Grease disposal page on the 
TCEQ website. For more tips to 
keep our air and water clean, con-
serve water and energy, and reduce 
waste, visit TakeCareOfTexas.org.

This week’s tip
Don’t let a 

clogged sink 
drain ruin your 
Thanksgiving

Communities In Schools – ACE programs light up the night for more than 11,000 students
“My son loves everything about 

ACE, and his teachers said he has 
grown since joining the program.” 
Olivia James said when asked 
about the ACE program. 

Mrs. James, along with more 
than 2,000 people, attended one of 
the six huge Lights On Afterschool 
events hosted by Communities In 
Schools (CIS) and the Afterschool 
Centers on Education (ACE) 
Programs. Skywonder Pyrotechnics 
closed out the Alvin and Columbia-
Brazoria events by lighting up the 
night with an amazing fireworks 
display.

This year marked the 15th annual 
national celebration of Lights On 
Afterschool. 

The After-school Centers on Edu-
cation (ACE) programs were joined 
by Communities In Schools (CIS) 
of Brazoria County and Southeast 

Harris County to host six events 
putting the spotlight on afterschool 
programs. These events were 
held in Alvin, Angleton, Columbia-
Brazoria, Galena Park, La Porte 
and Pasadena. Students from the 
CIS and ACE programs located in 
those areas along with their families 
participated in the events.  

Lights on Afterschool puts the 
focus on the importance of after-
school programs. The benefit of 
these programs spans from student 
to school to community. ACE 
programs provide innovative and 
interactive activities that facilitate 
improvement in academics, atten-
dance, behavior, promotion rate, 
graduation rate and family engage-
ment in the student’s educational 
experience. 

CIS and ACE are administered by 
the Texas Education Agency (TEA) 

and are a United Way of Brazoria 
County Community Partner. 

In the 2013-2014 school year, 
more than 11,000 students were 
case-managed in 74 programs in 
eight school districts within Brazo-
ria and Southeast Harris County.  
Within those programs, 99.percent 
of our students stayed in school; 
96.1 percent were promoted to the 
next grade; 93 percent improved in 
academics, attendance and behav-
ior; and 97.2 percent of our seniors 
graduated. 

CIS and ACE extend a Thank You 
to those community partners without 
whom these events would not have 
been such an outstanding success.  
These include Home Depot, United 
Way, Dow, Kroger, The Brazoria 
County Library System, Harris 
County Library System, BACODA, 
Target, Walmart, MAD Science, 
Girl Scouts, Junior Achievement, 
Chick-Fil-A, Alvin Community Col-

lege, Peter Piper Pizza, Mi Tienda 
Restaurant, ABC Dental, Texas A&M 
Agrilife Extension, American Red 
Cross and local fire departments.  

Thank you to all the community 
partners, students, parents and 

school officials who came out to 
support the programs offered by 
Communities In Schools and ACE.  
Events such as this demonstrate the 
awareness of the need in our com-
munity for these programs.

Lights on Afterschool at Columbia-Brazoria ISD.
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Did you know?

Look for us on 
Facebook

See who is waiting for you at SPCA-BC

Come by the SPCA-BC Shelter at 141 Canna Ln., Lake Jackson, or we 
are at Brazos Mall, Petco and Petsmart every Saturday, to  visit with these 
pets and many of their friends. Kennel sponsorships are now available 
for large or small kennels. Why not have your company or family recog-
nized with a plaque to show you care? Call (979) 285-2340, ext. 100, or visit 
www.spcabc.org for details. Help control the pet population. Have your pet 
spayed or neutered. Come by the  SPCA-BC, and fill out an application today.

Keep Texas Beautiful offers commemorative holiday ornament
AUSTIN – Keep Texas Beautiful 

encourages Texans to take pride 
in the beauty and prosperity of our 
state, and play a vital role in improv-
ing their community environment. 
To raise awareness and funds to 
support statewide programs that 
enhance the environment, Keep 
Texas Beautiful (KTB) introduces its 
11th edition commemorative holiday 
ornament. 

The 24-karat gold-plated orna-
ment showcases the glorious Ruby-
throated Hummingbird, fluttering 
alongside a glowing, red Cedar 

Sage. Sparkling red and green in 
the springtime sky as it returns each 
year to breed in North America, this 
species of hummingbird is a bejew-
eled spectacle welcomed in gardens 
across Texas.

When you purchase a Keep 
Texas Beautiful holiday ornament, 
you are showcasing your pride in 
the Lone Star State and its splen-
dor. Ornament sales help fund 
numerous local and statewide pro-
grams focusing on litter prevention, 
beautification, and waste reduction, 
and also reinforce KTB’s mission to 

educate and engage Texans to take 
responsibility for improving their 
community environment. All 10 edi-
tions in the ornament collection can 
be purchased for $19 (+ tax) each; 
with bulk orders of 25 or more, each 
ornament is just $15 (+tax). Orna-
ments may be purchased online at 
www.ktb.org, or by calling 1-800-
CLEAN-TX.

Freeport plans free 
Thanksgiving dinner

The City of Freeport is host-
ing a free Thanksgiving dinner on 
Thanksgiving Day, and the public is 
invited.

It will be held in the Riverplace 
building in Freeport Municipal Park 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

There will be a turkey dinner, 
and for entertainment, there will be 
football games shown on big screen 
televisions. There also will be fun 
activities for children, so in addition 
to the good food, there will be a 
chance to socialize with others in 
the community.    

• A third of all engagements 
happen between Thanksgiving and 
New Year’s Day - You weren’t the 
only one thinking “is everyone get-
ting married?”

• On January 1st, 2014, it was 
colder in Canada than it was on 
Mars.

• The less people know, the more 
they think they know. This is called 
the Dunning-Kruger effect.

• It took Leonardo da Vinci 10 
years to paint the Mona Lisa’s lips.

• Giraffes can’t yawn.
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Why is defensive 
driving a good deal?

So, you got a ticket. Now what?
Should you pay it, or should you 

take a defensive driving course?
While you may not like the idea of 

sitting in a defensive driving class for 
six hours, the reality is that defensive 
driving is the cheapest way to get rid 
of a traffic violation ticket.

Plus, by taking defensive driving, 
you also will earn a certificate that 
will decrease the liability portion of 
your car insurance by 10 percent for 
the next three years. Plus, there will 
not be any points attached to your 
license.

A defensive driving class like 
Stand-Up Defensive Driving at 
Brazos Mall in Lake Jackson,  
makes you a better, more careful 
and considerate driver. By keeping 
your attention through comedy and 
integrating entertainment into the 
curriculum, you are subjected to a 
continuing education driving course 
that refreshes the rules of the road.

You’ll even learn about how laws 
of physics control what happens to 
you in a car crash, and how you can 
use these laws to avoid the crash 
altogether.

If you become a safer driver, 
chances are that you will be able to 
steer around accidents or stop your 
car safely before crashing. If you can 
do that by following a few defensive 
driving pointers, you will not file an 
insurance claim because you will not 
crash your car.

Saving 10 percent on insurance for 
the next three years is your reward 
for choosing defensive driving rather 
than paying the ticket. Once you 
complete the course and receive your 
certifi- cate, the ticket does not count. 
You also will not be allotted 2 points 
on your license for a moving violation 
or 3 points for a crash.

By law, you can take defensive 
driving once every 12 months to 
dismiss a ticket.  However, once 
you complete a Stand-Up Defensive 
driving course, we hope that we 
won’t see you for another three 
years, when renewing your insurance 
discount certificate.

Call (979) 299-1000 for the Lake 
Jackson school inside Brazos Mall. 

Classes are held every Saturday 
9 a.m.-3 p.m., and call for Tuesday/
Wednesday night dates and times. 

Established in 1998
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Brazosport College’s Psi Psi 
Chapter of the Phi Theta Kappa 
International Honor Society recently 
inducted 48 new members at a cer-
emony at The Clarion at Brazosport 
College.

New Phi Theta Kappa members 
pictured include Andrea Aguirre, 
Jennifer Bui, Vanessa Calcote, 
Lauralee Chamberlain, Leah Cox, 
Rebecca Dowdican, Isaac Elen-
baas, Lynette Falcon, Gabriella 
Garza, Dianna Geerdes, Felipe 
Gomez, Mekayla Gurly, Jonathan 
Hammond, Anetra Hutson, William 
Jackson, Cory Kacal, Carolyn Lang-
hoff, Breanne Lincoln, Liliana Lopez 
Morales, Jessica Milligan, Armand 
Narvaez, Daniel Nguyen, Nicole 
Powers, Erica Rodriguez, Steven 
Snyder, Tiffany Stratton, Nancy 
Sutuj Salazar and Regina Whisen-
hant. New members are pictured 
with Psi Psi President Gabriella 
Cuevas and Psi Psi Vice President 
Nathan Dowlen.

New members not pictured are 
Jaymie Allen, Shanshan Deng, Lily 
Doyle, Melanie Fulton, Deanna-
Marie Gonzales, Savannah 
Grey, Marla Hanna, Amy Hauch, 
Kerry Kiehl, Taylor Kuhn, Leanne 

Laferney, John Mack, Holly Mikel, 
Justus Milligan, Luke Morton, Wade 
O’Bryan, Mitchell Oden, Cana 
Quave, Samantha Stanfill and Palak 
Paul.

To learn more about Phi Theta 
Kappa or Brazosport College, call 
(979) 230-3000.

BC’s Phi Theta 
Kappa inducts 
48 members

ACC Can Feed the Hungry food 
drive now accepting donations
The ACC Can Feed the Hungry/Alvin ISD Shellie Garza Memorial Food 

Drive is now under way, and volunteers are accepting donations. Can 
Feed the Hungry provides food for families in need, and donations are 
distributed at the annual Breakfast with Santa on Dec. 6.

The college is also working with the annual Toys for Tots toy drive by 
hosting several drop-off locations on campus.

The Can Feed the Hungry program works in partnership with Alvin ISD. 
Alvin ISD campuses also will be collecting food donations throughout 
November. The drive saw a record number of donations in 2013 and were 
able to provide food to more than 200 area families.

Volunteers will help sort and sack the food at the ACC gym from 2 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. on Dec. 5. Breakfast with Santa and the food distribution will be 
from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. on Dec. 6 at the ACC Student Center, 3110 Mustang 
Road. Food also will be distributed at the New Hope Church, 3640 County 
Road 58 in Manvel.

For more information or to make a donation  or if a business would like 
for a donation box to be put in their location, contact Gary Coffman at 
(281) 756-3693.
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sNine County Parks.
sA group campground with air-

conditioned dormitories, cabins, lake 
& bayou fishing, swimming pool & 
wooded trails.

sTwo full-service RV campgrounds 
with air-conditioned cabins, lighted 
fishing areas, covered pavilions, 
playground on the coast.

s23 miles of sandy beaches.
s20 public boat ramps.
sHistorical homes.
sCoastal ecology center.
sBird watching.
sShelling (peak season Dec.-Feb.)
sYear-round Adventure Programs.
sYear-round special events.
Administrative offices
313 W. Mulberry
Angleton, TX. 77515
(979) 864-1541
Brazoria County Parks Director 
J.R. Norris, Interim Director
Board of Park Commissioners
Meta Kirby, Chairman
Paul Wofford, Jr., Vice Chairman
Joyce Peltier, Secretary
Dorman Davidson
Rex Lloyd
John Stanford

SPONSORS
Platinum ($2,000)
BASF Corporation 

Dow Chemical Company
Freeport LNG
Gold ($1,500)

Warehouse Associates (Pirates Alley 
Café, Ocean Village Hotel, Beach 

House Associates)
Silver ($1,000)

Meyerland Custom Home Renovation LLC
Bronze ($500)

DM Petroleum Operations
DSM Nutritional Products Inc.
Kids Way Clinic, Lake Jackson

Town of Quintana
We also thank the many volunteers who help 

clean the beaches, stake out trees and sand 
fencing, lend a hand with programs, and add so 
much to the county’s parks and to our communi-
ties. To become a sponsor or to volunteer in our 
programs, call (979) 864-1541 or email jamesg 
@brazoria-county.com.

Dunes Day focuses on grass planting
Mark your calendars - Dunes Day is Jan. 24.
Dunes Day is when volunteers come together on Brazoria County 

beaches to rebuild the sand dunes and help to ensure that storms won’t be 
able to destroy our top resource.  

Traditionally, volunteers stake Christmas trees in short lines to gather 
wind-blown sand. The trees trap the sand to form new dunes or strengthen 
old ones. This method is very effective; the dunes we have now were 
completely rebuilt through volunteer efforts after Hurricane Ike swept away 
almost all our sand dunes in 2008. The effort has been so successful, in 
fact, that it is counterproductive to continue in the same way this year.  

The dunes are getting too high for the available base area, according to 
Gregg Bisso, president of Save Our Beach Association (SOBA). Too-tall 
dunes without a wide base area will not withstand a surge and tend to 
topple with high winds. To increase the base area would require adding 
trees to the front, or beach side, of the dunes. In many areas, this would 
effectively close down beach access during high tide.  

“We just don’t have enough room on the beach to increase the base,” 
Bisso said.  

Since SOBA is the organization tasked with collecting most of the Christ-
mas trees for the Dunes Day project, they have come up with a different 
solution.  

This year’s Dunes Day will concentrate on planting dune grasses.  Dune 
grasses will anchor and stabilize existing sand dunes by spreading their 
root systems across the upper sand layers, and will trap additional sand 
with their stalks.  As with the Christmas trees in previous years, SOBA is 
making arrangements to secure dune grasses for the project.  

Planting dune grasses is relatively simple. The shoots usually arrive in 
bags. Volunteers will use a small trowel to scoop out a hole in the sand, 
insert the shoot, close the hole, and move on to the next shoot. It requires 
no heavy lifting or tugging, as with Christmas trees and - moms will like this 
- volunteers will not ruin their clothing with pine tar.  

Remember, Dunes Day is Saturday, Jan. 24. Volunteers will gather at 
9 a.m. and will be finished about noon. As usual, we will have a volunteer 
meal. Volunteers are asked to bring a small garden trowel; gloves are 
helpful in preventing raw fingers from handling the shoots. Watch for more 
details - we will post them as we have them.  

Stephen F. Austin’s Birthday Celebration went off without a hitch on Nov. 
3.  Attendance at the event was about 150 people, including 90 children from 
Angleton’s West Side Elementary.  

Guests were greeted by a parody of Stephen F. Austin, then were treated 
to live music and a very brief guest speaker.  They next visited eight stations, 
where volunteers demonstrated crafts, historical items, and discussed the 
origins of Brazoria County and of Texas.  

The event is organized by a group of local organizations that finance the 
outing through their groups.  Organizers include Stephen F. Austin 500, who 
manage the Austin Statue outside Angleton - where the event was held, local 
chapters of the Daughters of the Republic of Texas and Sons of the Republic 
of Texas, local Masonic Lodges, and the county parks department.  

Stephen F. Austin settled more than 300 families in the area under his 
original colonization grant with the Republic of Mexico.  He led the army of 
Texas in the early part of the Texas Revolution, then served as ambassador 
to the United States.  Austin was born in 1797 in Wythe County Virginia and 
died in 1836 just outside West Columbia.  President Sam Houston termed 
Austin the “Father of Texas”.

S.F.A birthday bash was fun, educational
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Wednesday, Dec. 31 - New Years Eve Party at Quintana Beach County 
Park. Come enjoy a safe New Year’s Eve Party the whole family can 
attend. Potluck dinner, bingo, and board games begin at 6 p.m.  Registered 
campers only. Contact Quintana Beach County Park at (979) 233-1461. 

Small Watercraft Club. Join the fun with Brazoria County Parks, Bra-
zoria County 4-H Clubs, and Sea Center Texas as we learn about canoes 
and kayaks. From basic watercraft safety and skills to short trips on local 
waterways, this growing club is a good fit for family activity and learning.  
Dates, times, and locations vary by season.  Call (979) 864-1541 or e-mail 
jamesg@brazoria-county.com. 

Saturday, Jan. 24, 9 a.m.-noon - Dunes Day. Volunteers meet at Quin-
tana and Surfside Beaches to rebuild, restore, and strengthen our dunes.  
Contact James at (979) 864-1541 (Surfside) or Patty at (979) 233-1461 
(Quintana).

Monday, March 2, 2 p.m. - Texas Independence Day Celebration.  Join 
volunteers and students at the Austin Statue at Hwy 288 and Hwy. 35 for 
a celebration with a guest speaker, historical characters, musket volleys, 
music, and refreshments. Free event sponsored by local groups. For infor-
mation, call the Department Office at (979) 864-1541.

Parks Department upcoming programs Off-season is a great time to visit our beachfront parks
Winter has come to Brazoria 

County (as if you hadn’t noticed).  
Destination travel slows between 
fall and spring, turning local parks 
and campgrounds into user-friendly 
quiet zones. Now is a great time to 
investigate your county parks.  

“We are in the ‘off’ season, 
which means rates are lower, the 
crowds are gone, and you pretty 
much have the beach to yourself,” 
reports Patty Brinkmeyer, supervi-
sor at Quintana Beach County 
Park. “December through February 
are the optimum shelling months.”

October through February are 
designated as off-season months 
- periods of reduced park visitation.  
During these times, campground 
and cabin rental rates are reduced 
to encourage park use. Because 
Brazoria County’s parks see only a 
small number of “snow birds” (long-
term winter campers), finding a 
nice campsite is rarely a problem in 
this period.  An added incentive for 
local residents is the price-break 
for county residents.  

At San Luis Pass County Park, 
premium sites on the water drop 
from the peak-season $35 per day 
highest rate to $30 per day for 
in-county residents.  At Quintana, 
they drop from $32 to $20 for 
in-county. The drop for those not 
paying Brazoria County taxes 

is not quite as significant, but is 
enough to make a cooler-season 
visit worthwhile.  All RV campsites 
have water, sewer, and electricity, 
and include concrete pads for the 
campers.  

The beach parks also have cabins 
available for rental. During the peak-
season, booking cabin reservations 
can be a challenge; in the off-
season, it’s a breeze.  

Quintana has six cabins, furnished 
to accommodate from three to six 
people, depending on your choice 
of cabin. All cabins are cooled and 
heated; included are a television 
(local channels), microwave, coffee 
pot, toaster, mini-fridge, range, and 
bathroom with shower. Bed linens, 
towels, and cooking utensils are not 
included in rentals.  

Four of the cabins at Quintana 
are on a hill overlooking the beach; 

two are located on the boardwalk 
near the park office. Pricing is just 
above the range of local motel 
accommodations, with a $40-per-
night price break for off-season 
stays.   

Cabins at San Luis Pass and 
Camp Mohawk maintain their pric-
ing all year, but remain a bargain 
due to their locations. Anglers 
keep the cabins at San Luis Pass 
booked constantly because they 
can cast their lines almost at their 
doorstep. 

 At Camp Mohawk, the cabins 
front a private lake and give the 
appearance of being completely 
isolated - while sitting only a few 
minutes from Alvin. To find more 
information on the department’s 
offerings, for current pricing, 
or to make reservations, visit 
www.brazoria-county.com/parks. 

The Lively Cabin outside The Lively Cabin inside
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Oxford Dictionaries’ word of the year: vape
Chicago Tribune (TNS)

You’re not alone in thinking e-
cigarettes have made a push into 
the mainstream this year.

The wordsmiths at Oxford Diction-
aries think the trend is so significant 
that they’ve named “vape” the word 
of 2014.

The meaning of the word is 
“to inhale or exhale the vapour 

produced by an electronic cigarette 
or similar device.” It originated as an 
abbreviation of the terms vapor and 
vaporize.

The word beat out other contend-
ers like “bae” (a term of endear-
ment for one’s romantic partner) 
and “budtender” (a person whose 
job is to serve customers in a pot 
dispensary) as the dictionary’s word 
of the year.

“You are 30 times more likely to 
come across the word vape than 
you were two years ago, and usage 
has more than doubled in the past 
year,” the dictionary editors said in a 
blog post announcing the selection.

Use of “vape” peaked in April, 
which was around the time that the 
U.K.’s first “vape cafe” opened, and 
when people started protesting the 
ban on indoor vaping in New York, 
the dictionary editors said. 

That’s the same month Chicago’s 
ban on smoking e-cigarettes in 
restaurants, bars and most indoor 

public places took effect.
The rise in popularity of e-ciga-

rettes — which have been marketed 
as a safer alternative to smoking 
and a quit-smoking aid — is unmis-
takable, especially in cities like 
Chicago, where e-cigarette users 
are about as common a sight as 
traditional cigarette smokers.

Industry analysts predict that 
consumption of e-cigarettes will sur-
pass traditional cigarettes within 10 
years, according to researchers at 
the Food and Drug Administration’s 
Center for Tobacco Products.

In selecting a word of the year, 
lexicographers and consultants to 
the dictionary team, plus editorial, 
marketing and publicity staff look for 
a word that is deemed “to reflect the 
ethos, mood, or preoccupations of 
that particular year and to have last-
ing potential as a word of cultural 
significance,” the dictionary said.

Last year’s word was “selfie.” In 
2012, it was the verb “GIF.”

Illegal immigration 
declines in West, 

rises in East
By Molly Hennessy-Fiske
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

A new report shows that in recent 
years, six Western states — Arizona, 
California, Colorado, Nevada, New 
Mexico and Oregon — saw declines 
in “unauthorized immigrants” enter-
ing the country illegally.

Seven states — five of them in the 
East — saw increases in the number 
of immigrants residing in the country 
illegally: Florida, Maryland, New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Virginia, Idaho 
and Nebraska.

The report, released by the Pew 
Research Center’s Hispanic Trends 
Project, is based on estimated 
“unauthorized immigrant” popula-
tions in 2012 compared with 2009, 
using U.S. Census Bureau data.

It also tracked the population over 
time, finding the national popula-
tion of such immigrants basically 
unchanged in recent years but some 
state numbers changing significantly.

Other states with decreases 
during the period are in the South 
(Alabama, Georgia and Kentucky), 
the Midwest (Illinois, Indiana and 
Kansas) and the Northeast (Massa-
chusetts and New York).

Researchers found that the popu-
lation of “unauthorized immigrants” 
grew dramatically from 1990 to 2007 
but has since slowed, with growth 
flat from 2009 to 2012, leaving a 
total of more than 11 million nation-
wide.

The recent decreases were mostly 
due to a drop in the number of such 
immigrants arriving from Mexico, the 
Pew analysis found. The excep-
tion was Massachusetts, where the 
decrease was due to a decline in 
the number of immigrants from other 
countries.
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Your marriage can thrive - with 
Christ at its center

My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Q: I don’t know why my wife and I ever got married because we’re so 
different. All we do is pull and tug at each other, trying to get the other 
person to change. But I know now that it’s not going to happen. Is there 
any hope for our marriage? - D.G.

A: Yes, there is hope for your marriage - and not just for its survival, 
but for its happiness and joy. And with God’s help, it can happen. God’s 
original reason for marriage is still valid: “It is not good for the man to be 
alone” (Genesis 2:18).

Your marriage probably won’t survive, however, if it remains a constant 
tug of war, with each of you spending all your energy trying to get your 
spouse to change. The harder you try to make that happen, the less likely 
it becomes, because it only gets the other person upset and more deter-
mined to get you to change. The Bible wisely says, “A gentle answer turns 
away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger” (Proverbs 15:1).

But what if you spent the same amount of energy trying to please your 
spouse? What if you gave up trying to make her conform to your will, and 
learned instead to compromise? That’s the way of true love - love that 
seeks what is best for the other person, instead of seeking to gain an 
advantage over them. The Bible says, “Love is patient, love is kind.... It 
is not proud.... it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no 
record of wrongs” (1 Corinthians 13:4-5).

Is this possible? Yes, when you make Christ the center of your marriage 
and your life. Together ask Him to come into your lives, and then ask Him 
to fill you with His love.

Keep Texas Beautiful offering larger scholarships
AUSTIN — Keep Texas Beauti-

ful and the Texas Department of 
Transportation’s (TxDOT) Don’t 
mess with Texas program invite high 
school students statewide to share 
their achievements as leaders in 
litter prevention and environmen-

tal responsibility. To inspire more 
awareness among young Texans 
and recognize those already lead-
ing the effort toward positive litter 
habits, the organizations have part-
nered to announce the 12th annual 
Don’t mess with Texas Scholarship 

contest.
With hundreds of applicants last 

year, the Don’t mess with Texas 
Scholarship contest has doubled 
the amount of funds that will be 
awarded to $10,000 in total scholar-
ships for 2015.

One $6,000 grand prize scholar-
ship and two $2,000 scholarships 
will be awarded this spring to stu-
dents planning to pursue a two- or 
four-year degree at an accredited 
university or college in Texas. 

The Don’t mess with Texas 
Scholarship contest recognizes the 
accomplishments of high school 
seniors who have taken leadership 
roles to prevent litter in their schools 
and/or communities. The contest, 
sponsored by real estate and oil and 
gas company Forestar, is open to 
high school seniors currently attend-
ing public, private or home school 
in Texas and planning to attend an 
accredited Texas university or col-
lege next year. 

“We’re proud to support the 
efforts of Texas high school seniors 
who have made a difference in their 
communities to prevent litter,” said 
Bruce Dickson, Forestar’s Chief 
Real Estate Officer. 

“ “Giving back through the Don’t 
mess with Texas Scholarship 
program helps make the higher 
education dreams of our state’s 
most creative and dedicated young 
people a reality.” 

Applications are now being 
accepted for the scholarship. 
Applications must be received by 
online submission or postmarked by 
April 4, 2015, Midnight (CST). Both 
digital and mailed applications will 
be accepted. 

“Because Texans 16 to 34 are 
the most likely to litter, we want to 
celebrate those young Texans who 
are taking the lead to keep our state 
litter-free and beautiful,” said Cathie 
Gail, Executive Director, Keep 
Texas Beautiful. Last year’s winning 
entries included litter prevention and 
environmental awareness projects 
that built interactive public signage 
in conjunction with educational web-
sites, produced multimedia public 
service announcements, organized 
public trash collections, and hosted 
a Recycling Fashion Show.

Applications and more information 
on last year’s winners can be found 
at www.dontmesswithtexas.org
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 Something to pass or lower
7 Crocus kin
11 Samosa veggie
14 Biblical dancer
15 Item in a musician’s kit
17 Western, e.g.
18 Kind and caring
19 Stadium section for charity work-
ers?
21 Keats work

23 Steam
24 Calypso relative
25 Keats’ “Sylvan historian”
26 Really old hardwood?
32 “Phooey!”
34 Give a damn?
35 Disney’s “Bambi”?
41 Paralyze with dense mist, as an 
airport
42 “Horse Feathers” family name
44 “Merrie Melodies” theme song?

50 One of two single-digit Yankee 
uniform numbers that aren’t retired
51 A, in Acapulco
52 “Mazel __!”
53 Ranch handle
54 Emperor Justinian as a young 
man?
61 “That’s my intention”
62 Around the bend, so to speak
65 “Flavor” singer/songwriter
66 Beat badly
67 Letters to the Coast Guard
68 TV component?
69 Quick

Down
1 Chicken general?
2 Boar’s Head product
3 Like November, in a way
4 Simple tie
5 First name in flight
6 Library requirement
7 “The wolf __ the door”
8 Get to
9 Sit in traffic, say
10 Very, in Vienna
11 Words of tribute
12 Golden State motto
13 California Zephyr operator
16 “Law & Order: SVU” rank
20 Bottom line
21 Word of possession
22 Western challenge
27 Terse refusal
28 Who, in Paris
29 Item shortened at bitly.com
30 Md. hours
31 Cooperative group
33 Cake recipe word
36 As well
37 Massage beneficiary
38 Its atomic number is 50
39 Common sorting basis
40 Lakeside Pennsylvania city
43 Love letters?
44 Ark units
45 “As I was sayin’ ...”
46 They may be straight
47 4 x 4, briefly
48 Policy at some restaurants
49 Align carefully
55 Prefix with culture
56 Bar order
57 “The devourer of all things”: Ovid
58 Statue of Vishnu, e.g.
59 Oenophile’s criterion
60 __ Squalor: Lemony Snicket 
character
63 Composer Rorem
64 English cathedral city
(c)2014 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
FORD  SAAB  MAZDA  HONDA  VOLVO  TOYOTA
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: SEIZE  DIZZY  GUILTY  YELLOW
Answer: When the twins wore matching outfits, they were -- WELL “SUITED”

Bulletin  Horoscope
Tribune Content Agency

ARIES (Mar. 21-Apr. 19): The 
best things in life are free. You’ll 
find that the less money you spend 
this week, the happier you’ll be. 
Time you spend alone, devoted to 
hobbies or personal projects, may 
give everyone some much-needed 

breathing space.
TAURUS (Apr. 20-May 20): Do 

what needs doing. Keep an eye out 
for little things that need attention or 
maintenance this week. Fix a leaky 
faucet, tighten up a loose screw, or 
clear away the cobwebs. The small-
est improvement helps keep things 

running smoothly.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 

Don’t get too big for your britches. 
Asserting unwarranted authority 
over others could cause resentment 
this week. Don’t be overly inquisitive 
regarding matters that are none of 
your concern. Be tactful, polite and 

discreet.
CANCER (June 21-July 22): 

Keep expectations reasonable. You 
may set standards this week that 
others will find impossible to reach. 
You might fare better by standing on 
your own two feet and not relying on 
others to come through for you.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): The future 
is hard to predict. Don’t become 
complacent that past success will 
continue, as conditions are likely to 
change. Take precautions this week 
because things might not go in your 
favor.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Bar-
gains are in the eye of the beholder. 
Saving a few dollars on a useless 
item really doesn’t do you any good 
in the long run. Put money-saving 
coupons to good use this week, but 
distinguish between things you want 
and those you actually need.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22.): Take 
things as they come. Avoid trying 
to mold circumstances toward the 
outcome you desire, as unexpected 
problems could arise in the week 
ahead. Focus on group activities 
with friends or family. .

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Clear the slate before taking on 
new business. Trying to juggle too 

many activities at once could create 
a confusing mess. Don’t allow 
yourself to be forced into making an 
impulsive decision this week; take 
time to think things over.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 
Get a fresh perspective. A friend or 
mentor may be able to provide valu-
able advice or insights that will allow 
you to get past a problem this week. 
Shop carefully, as that item you 
want now may go on sale later.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Bite your tongue. Offering criticism 
or meddling in the affairs of others 
is likely to only make matters worse. 
You’ll fare far better this week by 
going off on your own to complete 
projects and tasks independently.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Turn the other cheek. Others may 
try to bait you into a confrontation 
but don’t give them the satisfaction; 
simply walk away. Explore your curi-
ous side this week by investigating 
new technologies

PISCES (Feb. 19-Mar. 20): 
Sometimes the best choice is not to 
choose at all. It does little good to 
opt for the lesser of two evils when 
both options are equally awful. 
Break up the monotony this week by 
trying something new and exotic.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers
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