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The final 
ride of my 
old TVs
By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

The old cathode ray tube TVs 
were taking up room next to a wall 
for months. They were heavy and 
bulky, and 
after being out 
in the rain for 
two weeks last 
spring, they 
were totally 
useless.

I dragged 
them out 
to the curb, 
hoping that someone would want 
them, but not even the trash 
truck picked them up. That’s why 
I dragged them back into the 
house.

On a recent Saturday, I dragged 
them out again, this time to take 
them to the Brazoria County Fair-
grounds for electronic recycling 
day. I took the TVs on their final 
journey.

The TVs were good before 
getting rained on. All they needed 
was a converter box to receive 
that fancy digital signal. That’s 
why I thought that someone would 
want them.

It was sad, in a way, to realize 
after the rains that the old sets 
became garbage. No telling how 
many Thanksgiving Day parades 
and football games they have 

RAMBLINGS

Happy Thanksgiving

Dickens on the Strand 
Ticket Give-Away Winners 

Announced
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AND WHERE WERE YOGI AND BOO BOO? A visitor to Yellowstone 
National Park left behind the following comment: “Our visit was wonder-
ful, but we never saw any bears. Please train your bears to be where 
guests can see them. This was an expensive trip to not get to see bears.”

IT’S A MYSTERY TO ME TOO, OFFICER: A heavily intoxicated man 
was found unclothed in the lobby of the Post Office in Allenton, Wisc., 
at 4 o’clock in the morning. He told arresting officers that he didn’t know 
where he was or how he had gotten there. He was also unsure where his 
clothes were. Officers called someone he knew to pick him up.

YOU GUYS ARE JUST SO HANDSOME; DON’T LOOK IN THERE! 
Border patrol officers arrested a woman for smuggling after she aroused 
their suspicion by being “overly talkative” and aggressively flirting with 
them at the U.S.-Mexico crossing in Lukeville, Ariz. They searched her 
Mercedes and found 13 pounds of cocaine valued at $134,000.

IT SEEMS FITTING SOMEHOW: A man was killed trying to stop a 
brawl at a bar in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, so, to pay for his funeral 
costs, his friends held a fundraiser at another bar. While it was going on, 
a barroom brawl broke out.

SO WE HAD A PRETTY GOOD IDEA WHAT HE LOOKED LIKE: A 
man punched another guy in the face at a Chuck E. Cheese restaurant in 
Manheim Township, Pa., then fled the scene on his motorcycle. He was 
caught because he had taken a picture of himself in the eatery’s photo 
booth, and inadvertently left the snapshot behind.

HOW DID YOU CATCH ME? A man broke into a guy’s apartment in 
LaCrosse, Wisc., and stole his wallet and iMac computer, then went out-
side and stole his car. But the victim logged in to the Find My Mac app, 
and soon located all of the stolen goods, and the cops made an arrest.

LOVE IN THE AFTERNOON: A somewhat intoxicated man and woman 
were arrested for getting too friendly with each other on the front steps of 
a church in Newport News, Va., at 6 o’clock in the afternoon.

SOMETIMES YOU SHOULD JUST KEEP QUIET: A man who was 
tired of getting tickets after being photographed trying to beat red lights 
near the Long Island Expressway used a pole to push the mounted 
cameras toward the sky. He was arrested because he bragged about it 
on Facebook.

HA HA, WHAT ARE YOU GONNA DO NOW? A man tried to get out 
of a parking ticket in New York City by stealing the traffic officer’s pen. It 
didn’t work.

WHAT DO YOU THINK YOU’RE DOING!? A man returned to his 
mobile home in Bedford Township, Mich., at 1:50 a.m., and saw four 
burglars driving off with his stuff. So he followed the men and confronted 
them as they were loading his TV into a van. He took back his TV and 
called the cops.

Dickens on the Strand winners
The Dickens on the Strand ticket 

winners have been drawn, and 
these readers will gain free admit-
tance for one day to the annual 
Victorian festival Dec. 4-6.

 We said there would be at least 6 
winners for a pair of tickets, but we 
decided to reward 10 readers.

Winners are: Darlene Evans, 
of Angleton, who got her Bulletin 

at Kwik Kar, Angleton; Charles 
Barrow of Angleton, who got his at 
Lake Hardware, Angleton; Tamara 
Gossett of Alvin picked hers up 
at Busy Bee Cafe, Alvin; Vicky 
Bertolino of Lake Jackson, Lake 
Econo Washateria; Judy Scott of 
Lake Jackson reads The Bulletin 
at Dairy Bar, Lake Jackson; Fred 
Gernand of Brazoria, Diamond 
S, Brazoria;  Annabel Sechelski 
of Old Ocean got her Bulletin at 
Sweeny Community Hospital; Jill 
Darst of Angleton, Buc-ees at 35 
and Hospital Dr., Angleton;  Wendy 
Christoph of Alvin, found the paper 
at the Stephen F. Austin Clinic, 
Alvin, and Danna Clark of Angleton 
picked up The Bulletin at the Angle-
ton Recreation Center. 

Drivers, Class-A:  We’re Growing!
100% Employer PAID Group 

Health Insurance!
Hazmat-Tank End a Plus$$!

www.getmehomedispatcher.com
Call Tony:  855-582-4456
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Why not try advertising in The Bulletin? If you are running 
ads somewhere else, you are paying more. You have nothing 
to lose and perhaps a lot to gain. Call (979) 849-5407 today to 
place an ad and realize the savings.

Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Blind as a bat
Q. Generally we see with light 

and hear using sound, but there are 
people who mix the two. Take Brian 
Borowski, for example, who’s been 
termed “the man who sees with 
sound.”  What’s his story?

A. The 59-year-old Canadian was 
born blind, but by age three had 
begun teaching himself to echo-
locate, says Clare Wilson in “New 
Scientist” magazine.  Bats do it, so 
why not people?  

Borowski makes clicking sounds 
with his tongue or snaps his fingers 
and listens for the telltale echoes 
to decode them into information for 
getting around in the unseen world 
about him – a sort of supersense.

“Once, when my parents were 
putting metal stakes into the 

ground, my brother – who is also 
blind – and I noticed that when 
they were banged with a hammer, 
the echoes bouncing off the house 
were really strong,” Borowski says.  

Playing games like hide-and-
seek with their sighted brother 
honed their skills, until they finally 
learned to find him hiding behind 
trees.  Later, they taught them-
selves how to ride bikes, using not 
just echolocation but things like the 
slope of the road or the looseness 
of the gravel.  But always they’d be 
clicking, clicking and listening.

“When I was younger I could get 
a lot of detail from echolocation,” 
Borowski concludes. “These days 
I can tell whether objects are large 
or small but I can’t necessarily tell 
what they are.”

High class potatoes
Q.  These spuds are far from 

duds.  What’s stylish in potatoes 
these days?

A.  With per capita potato 
consumption having dropped to 
an all-time low, the challenge is to 
boost consumer interest, says Leah 
Shaffer in “Discover” magazine.  
American potato breeders have 
taken up the challenge by produc-
ing smaller, more colorful varieties.  
“The flashier hues mean more 
phytonutrients, compounds linked 
to many health benefits, and their 
compact size means shorter cook-
ing times.”

As Texas A&M program direc-
tor J. Creighton Miller Jr. explains: 
Though breeding those traits takes 
a dozen or more years, consumers 
will soon see a new variety called 
peppermint, sporting white skin 
speckled with red. 

Night baseball
Q.  Let there be light, and in 

1935, there was light, and the world 
of sports was forever changed.  
How?

A.  That was the year of the 
first night game in major league 
baseball, on May 24, at Cincinnati’s 
Crosley Field, says Karen Newman 
in “Photonics Spectra” magazine.  
The Cincinnati Reds beat the Phila-
delphia Phillies 2-1 before 20,422 
fans.  Length of game 1:35.  From 
Washington, D.C., President Frank-
lin Roosevelt activated a button that 
turned on the Crosley Field lights. 

“Erected on eight metal stan-
chions set around the field, the 
more than 600 individual lamps 
cost about $50,000.”  According to 
the manufacturer, these first bulbs 
yielded a light intensity of 75 foot-
candles on the field, a footcandle 
being a unit of illuminance equal 
to that of one candle seen from a 
foot away.  Today, they are now 
more likely to be in the 200-300 
footcandle range for color television 
coverage.

“At the end of the day,” Newman 
says, “what I like best about 
baseball is sitting behind the plate, 
anticipating the magical sound of 
the bat cracking a hit, and enjoying 
the brilliance of the scene in front of 
my eyes, under the lights at night.”
             (strangetrue@cs.com)

12/11/2015
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Port Freeport CEO Glenn Carlson announced his decision to retire to 
the Commission effective March 15.  

The Port Commission expressed their appreciation of Mr. Carlson’s 
work as Port CEO and the long term benefits the Port will receive as a 
result of that work. During Mr. Carlson’s time as CEO Port Freeport has 
experienced significant growth, including the adding of Mediterranean 
Shipping Company (MSC) and Hoegh Autoliners as tenants. MSC is 
a world leader in shipping containers and Hoegh Autoliners is a global 
leader in transporting roll on/roll off cargo, including thousands of vehicles 
at Port Freeport.

Carlson looks forward to this new chapter of his life and enjoying the 
time he will be afforded with his family after forty years in the port industry.  
Port Commission Chairman Ravi Singhania, on behalf of the entire Port 
Commission, thanked Mr. Carlson for his commitment and diligence in 
growing Port Freeport.  Commissioner Singhania also expressed the 
Port’s appreciation for Mr. Carlson extending the time of his retirement 
and assistance with the transition of a new Port CEO.  We extend the best 
to Mr. Carlson as he begins this well-deserved phase of his life.

Port Freeport is ranked among the Nation’s top ports. The Chan-
nel serves Dow Chemical, Phillips 66, BASF, Tenaris, Vulcan Material, 
Mammoet, Freeport Liquefied Natural Gas (FLNG), American Rice, Dole, 
Chiquita, Seaway, Mediterranean Shipping Company (MSC), and Hoegh 
Autoliners. 

Port Freeport CEO announces retirement
At a regularly scheduled meet-

ing, Port Commission unani-
mously approved lowering the 
tax rate from .045 to .041304 a 
decrease by 8.2 percent.

“Given taxable assessed valua-
tions are up almost 8% this year, 
the commission was pleased 
to be in a position to lower the 

tax rate while considering major 
planned capital investments,” 
said Glenn Carlson, Executive 
Port Director/CEO.  “The Port 
continues to create jobs and 
investments in Brazoria County.”

Commissioner Chairman Ravi 
Singhania cited “that the growth 
in the port allows the operations 

and maintenance to be less 
dependent on ad valorem taxes.  
We are on track, of the long term 
goal, to have the ad valorem 
taxes fund the debt service for 
major infrastructure improvement 
projects, such as the Freeport 
Harbor Channel Improvement 
Project.”

Port Freeport commissioners lower tax rate by 8.2%

Taco Bell commits to using cage-free eggs by end of 2016
Chicago Tribune (TNS)

Taco Bell announced Monday its 
plans to serve cage-free eggs in all 
of its U.S. restaurants by the end of 
2016, joining other major restaurant 
chains that are collectively chang-

ing the egg industry in reaction to 
consumer demand and pressure 
from activists.

Taco Bell says it will serve 
only eggs sourced from hens not 
raised in cages in more than 6,000 

corporate and franchise-owned res-
taurants, according to a company 
statement. Though late to the game 
when compared with some competi-
tors, like McDonald’s, Taco Bell’s 
plan from start to finish is much 
quicker than most.

McDonald’s announced in Sep-
tember that it would switch to serv-
ing cage-free eggs at its 16,000-plus 
restaurants in the U.S. and Canada 
within the next decade.
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(This column was prepared by the Social Security Administration. For fast answers 
to specific Social Security questions, contact Social Security toll-free at 800-772-
1213 or visit www.socialsecurity.gov.)

Can a noncitizen get SSI payments?
SOCIAL SECURITY Q&A

Q: Can a noncitizen get Supplemental Security Income (SSI)?
A: The laws and regulations concerning noncitizens differ for the Social 

Security and SSI programs. The Social Security administers both, even 
though they have different eligibility requirements. Some noncitizens do 
qualify for SSI. See Supplemental Security Income (SSI) For Noncitizens 
at www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs

Q: Are Supplemental Security Income (SSI) benefits taxable?
A: No, SSI payments aren’t subject to federal taxes. We will not send 

you an annual form SSA-1099 to report your benefits to the Internal 
Revenue Service. However, Social Security beneficiaries may have to pay 
income tax on a portion of their benefits. If so, you may ask Social Secu-
rity to withhold your federal taxes from your Social Security benefit pay-
ments. For more information, visit our website at www.socialsecurity.gov

County POA 5-K raises money for Mermaid Project
Brazoria County Peace Officers 

Association held a 5-K race on 
Sept. 19 at MacLean Park.

 Brazoria County Sheriff’s Depu-
ties Wade Nichols and Ulysses 
Velez, co-chairs of the event, 
and their committee of volunteers 
raised over $8,000 with $3,000 
designated for The Mermaid 
Project.  

The top-finisher in the Women’s 
Division was Billie Brannan, at 28:

01, and in the Men’s Division was 
Stephen Meier at 21:54.

Brazosport Health Foundation’s 
Mermaid Project provides finan-
cial assistance to women and 
men who are uninsured or do 
not have the ability to pay for a 
mammogram. The mammograms 
must be scheduled with the Imag-
ing Department at Brazosport 
Regional Health System by the 
patient or health care provider.

The 5-K was sponsored by Kay 
Aplin and Family Fitness, DOW 
Chemical and BASF.  The 55 
runners and BASF sponsored 20 
youth runners, who received a 
gift bag filled with cooling towels, 

event shirts, pedometers and 
a safety whistle and light. Each 
person crossing the finish line 
received a towel, and the winners 
received a 16 oz. glass with the run 
logo and a shirt donated by Family 
Fitness. 

This annual event has raised 
over $10,000 for The Mermaid 
project in the past years. Depu-
ties Wade Nichols and Ulysses 
Velez said: “The event would not 
be possible without the gener-
ous sponsors, local businesses 
and runners who participate each 
year.  We strive to make each 
year bigger and better so we can 
increase the financial donations ...”  

Photo: Al Guevara, BRHS CEO, 
and Judith Pepper Brazosport 
Health Foundation Executive 
Director, received the $3,000 
check from the Co-Chairs.
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Keep reading the Bible and seeking 
to understand its message

My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

SIDELINE CHATTER

Q: I started reading the Bible a 
few weeks ago, but I got bogged 
down and finally put it aside. What 
was I doing wrong? Is the Bible 
just for a few special people who 
have spiritual insight? - Mrs. K.W.

A: No, the Bible isn’t just for a 
few special people but for every-
one! God gave it to us, and He 
wants to speak to every one of us 
through its pages. This can happen 
if we approach it in the right way.

How can the Bible come alive for 
you? First, come to it with an open 
heart, asking God to remove any 
sins that would block its message, 
and help you to be open to what 
He wants to tell you. 

Every time you open the Bible, 
first ask God to help you under-
stand what you’ll be reading. Let 
Samuel’s prayer become yours: 
“Speak, Lord, for your servant is 

listening” (1 Samuel 3:9).
Then come to the Bible with an 

open mind, asking God to help you 
understand what it says. Learn to 
ask questions as you read, such 
as: “What is happening in this 
passage? What does it tell me 
about God, or Jesus, or my spiritual 
needs? What does it say about 
how I should live, or what I should 
believe? What difference should 
this passage make in my life?” 
(Incidentally, I suggest you begin by 
reading one of the Gospels, such 
as John, instead of trying to start at 
the very beginning of the Bible.)

Finally, come to the Bible with 
an open will, asking God to help 
you apply its truth to your life. God 
wants to change us, and He’ll use 
the Bible to do this. 

The Bible says, “Do not merely 
listen to the word, and so deceive 
yourselves. Do what it says” 
(James 1:22)

The Brazoria Lions Club’s 
traditional, decade-plus old annual 
gun raffle drawing (99 long guns 
and a new Polaris 4-Wheeler ATV) 
takes place on Thursday, Dec. 10, 
with doors opening at 6 p.m. at the 
Brazoria Heritage Foundation Lloyd 
Thomas Gym, 205 North Nevada 
St., downtown Brazoria.

The Brazoria Lions are currently 
selling raffle tickets for 99 long guns 
(shot guns and rifles) and a Polaris 
four-wheeler. 

Only 3,500 tickets will be sold. 
Though winners need not be pres-
ent to win, ticket holders are entitled 
to a barbecue sandwich, chips and 
a drink at the event for no additional 

charge.
The meal and social hour is from 

6–7 p.m. immediately followed by 
the drawing. There will also be a 
silent and a live Auction (with Jarrod 
Smith as auctioneer) for a very 
limited number of items and addi-
tional “card” drawings at the event. 

Brazoria Lions Club members are 
currently soliciting live and silent 
auction items for the event. Items 
in hand at this point include: an 
antique cedar ice chest on wheels, 
a fire pit, a 9mm Ruger pistol, 10 
barbeque plates, a 12-gauge shot-
gun, and dinner for 35.

 If you would like to donate an 
item to help a worthy cause, call 
Lion Bob Schwebel (979) 236-0241.

The 100 prizes of the gun raffle 
are listed on the raffle ticket and 
all prizes MUST be claimed within 
30 days of the drawing. Winners 
will have choices of calibers, and 
gauges on model drawn on hand 

– first come, first choice. All gun 
winners must pass a NCIS back-
ground check.

This is the major fundraising effort 
for the Brazoria Lions Club. Pro-
ceeds benefit Brazoria Lions Club 
Projects dispensing monies to West 
of the Brazos community such as 
the Brazoria Heritage Foundation, 
The Brazoria Community Library, 
the needy elderly, the Little League, 
Boy Scouts, sending handicapped 
children to the Lions camp in Ker-
rville plus many more initiatives as 
necessary.

 For ticket availability or more 
information, call: (979) 798-4444.

Brazoria Lions Club prepares for  gun raffle drawings to fund area community projects

By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

Half-marathoners should 
have been warned their mileage 

may vary
Some runners who flew in for 

last Sunday’s Bangkok Marathon 
got some unexpected bonus miles.

Course plotters messed up the 
half-marathon layout — meaning 
participants wound up running 28 
kilometers instead of 21.

            Headlines
—At Fark.com: “Metta World 

Peace explains why the Lakers 
suck; the smallest violin in the 
world plays on.”

—At SportsPickle.com: “Peyton 
benched, Eli loses; Cooper: 
‘Maybe dad will love me now.’ ”

           Tough call
The weekend’s most shell-

shocked bettors were those who 
put their money on:

a) the under for Cardinals-
Seahawks

b) the over for Texans-Bengals
c) Peyton Manning
d) Ronda Rousey
          Blocking call
Donald Sterling, the ousted 

Clippers owner, lost his appeal to 
get his team back.

In other words, the ball is back 
in his nonexistent court.

        Breaking news
Dateline East Rutherford, N.J. 

— Patriots let the air out of MetLife 
Stadium; NFL vows to aggres-
sively investigate.

 Coincidence of the Week
Green Bay, which started 6-0, 

is 0-3 since those McDonald’s 
commercials — the ones featuring 
Bears icon Mike Ditka wearing a 
Packers sweater — began airing.

           Money player
Arkansas basketball guard 

Anton Beard, charged last summer 
with passing counterfeit money, 
has finally been cleared to practice 
again.
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To publicize your group or community event, please send 
your announcement to john.bulletin@gmail.com. 

Look for us on 
Facebook

By Jeremy Mikula
Chicago Tribune (TNS)

“Bond by Design” by Meg Sim-
monds; DK (320 pages, $50)

February 1966, a challenge was 
put forward to James Bond produc-
tion designer Ken Adam: Could he 
build the massive volcano lair of 
007 nemesis Ernst Stavro Blofeld 
— complete with working monorail, 
60-foot crater opening, 33-meter 
rocket and 700 tons of structural 
steel — for $1 million?

Adam’s simple “yes” was 
matched by 250 workers who 
logged 12-hour shifts seven days 
a week during a six-month span to 
complete the grandiose set featured 
in “You Only Live Twice.”

That story is just one of many that 
drives “Bond by Design: The Art of 
the James Bond Films,” a mammoth 
320-page book by Eon Produc-
tions archivist Meg Simmonds that 
collects concept art, design notes 
and storyboards from all 24 official 
Bond canon films, from “Dr. No” to 
“Spectre.”

The result is, to borrow a line 
from “Goldfinger,” positively shock-
ing — not least because designers 
Adam, Syd Cain, Peter Murton, 
Peter Lamont, Allan Cameron and 
Dennis Gassner get their due.

“What the Bonds did, they 
stimulated my imagination,” Adam, 
the production designer for seven of 
the first 11 Bond films, is quoted as 
saying. “I felt the sky was the limit. I 
could do anything.”

Beyond its sharp details — look 
no further than the gadgetry meticu-
lously incorporated into the Aston 
Martin DB5 from “Goldfinger” — part 
of what makes “Bond by Design” so 
enjoyable are the fun facts.

For instance, that great tank 
chase scene through the streets of 
St. Petersburg from 1995’s “Golden-
Eye”? Pierce Brosnan never set foot 
in the Russian city. The scene was 
created on an exterior lot in Britain 
that required 62 miles of scaffolding 
and 700 tons of plaster to mimic 
pre-shot location footage.

It’s stories like these, combined 
with the pages upon pages of stun-
ning artwork, that make “Bond by 
Design” a pleasure.

‘Bond by Design’ 
highlights visuals 
behind 007 films
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sNine County Parks.
sA group campground with air-

conditioned dormitories, cabins, lake 
& bayou fishing, swimming pool & 
wooded trails.

sTwo full-service RV campgrounds 
with air-conditioned cabins, lighted 
fishing areas, covered pavilions, 
playground on the coast.

s23 miles of sandy beaches.
s20 public boat ramps.
sHistorical homes.
sCoastal ecology center.
sBird watching.
sShelling (peak season Dec.-Feb.)
sYear-round Adventure Programs.
sYear-round special events.
Administrative offices
313 W. Mulberry
Angleton, TX. 77515
(979) 864-1541
Brazoria County Parks Director 
Bryan Frazier
Board of Park Commissioners
Chairman: Meta Kirby 
Vice ChairmanL Paul Wofford, Jr.
Secretary: Joyce Peltier
Commissioners: Dorman David-

son, Rex Lloyd, Rebecca Golden, 
Alvie Merrill

SPONSORS
             The Bulletin

Platinum ($2,000)
BASF Corporation 

Dow Chemical Company
Freeport LNG
Gold ($1,500)

Warehouse Associates (Pirates Alley 
Café, Ocean Village Hotel, Beach 
House Associates), The Bulletin

Silver ($1,000)
Meyerland Custom Home Renovation LLC

Bronze ($500)
Town of Quintana

We also thank the many volunteers 
who help clean the beaches, stake out 
trees and sand fencing, lend a hand 
with programs, and add so much to the 
county’s parks and to our communities. To 
become a sponsor, or to volunteer in our 
programs, call (979) 864-1541, or email 
jamesg @brazoria-county.com.

The Sonny Travis boat ramp on the Brazos River at Highway 36 
remains closed until funding for repairs is made available through FEMA.  
While this is an inconvenient situation for local anglers – and especially 
those who use the facility for access to the lower Brazos River – the ramp 
and adjacent section of the area is barricaded to help keep everyone safe.  

The area was closed in mid-July due to erosion of the bulkhead as a 
result of heavy river flow, which washed the fill from behind the concrete 
structure, causing a partial collapse of the retaining wall and a portion of 
the fill area.  

Precinct 1 crews recently installed new barricades and signs to further 
discourage pedestrians and bank fishermen from using the boat ramp 
area’s west side near the bulkhead collapse.  

Skirting the barricades and setting up camp close to the washout will 
only end with someone getting hurt. Please observe the barricades and 
warnings – we will correct the situation as soon as the funding is in place.

Sonny Travis boat ramp remains closed

O.K., so it’s not really a dragon. Local school children will recognize Ruby 
Lewis as the Cradle of Texas Master Naturalist’s top reptile wrangler.  She 
recently visited the Brazoria County Board of Park Commissioners as guest 
speaker to share just a portion of her vast knowledge of local reptiles, includ-
ing this nice alligator.  She also brought along hog-nose and king snakes, 
which the adults were hesitant to handle. Miss Ruby visits schools, libraries, 
and nature areas through the area, bringing a close-up view of local reptiles 
to thousands of children … and hesitant adults.

Ruby and the ‘Dragon’
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Schedule of events
Saturday, Dec. 26 – Stephen F. Austin Funeral Re-enactment.  Take 

part in a unique event recreating the state funeral of the Father of Texas.  
The event begins at 10 a.m. at the First Capitol Replica in West Columbia 
with political speeches and a musket volley, followed by a reception at 
the Columbia Historical Museum. The event continues at noon at the Gulf 
Prairie Cemetery in Jones Creek with memorial speeches by Sam Hous-
ton, Anson Jones, and others, punctuated by a musket volley, Masonic 
funeral service, and a 23-round artillery salute.  For information, call the 
Department Office at (979) 864-1541.

Thursday, Dec. 31 - New Years Eve Party at Quintana Beach County 
Park. Come enjoy a safe New Year’s Eve Party the whole family can 
attend. Potluck dinner, bingo, and board games begin at 6 p.m. Registered 
campers only. For more information or reservations, contact Quintana 
Beach County Park at (979) 233-1461. 

Saturday, Jan. 23, 9 a.m. - noon - Dunes Day.  Volunteers meet at 
Quintana and Surfside Beaches to rebuild, restore, and strengthen our 
dunes. For more information, contact James at (979) 864-1541 (Surfside) 
or Patty at (979) 233-1461 (Quintana).

Wednesday, March 2 - Texas Independence Day Celebration. Join 
volunteers and students at the Austin Statue at Highway 288 and Highway 
35 for a celebration with a guest speaker, historical characters, musket 
volleys, music, and refreshments.  Free event sponsored by local groups.  
For information, call the Department Office at (979) 864-1541.

Saturday, March 26, 2-4 p.m. - Easter Egg Hunt at San Luis Pass 
County Park.  Candy and prizes provided.  Registered campers only; for 
information or reservations, call (979) 233-6026.

Saturday, April 23 - Texas Adopt-A-Beach Spring Clean-Up.  Volun-
teers gather at 9 a.m. in Surfside and Quintana for a general beach clean-
up.  Dress for the weather and bring along some water. Supplies provided; 
lunch afterward.  For more information, contact James at (979) 864-1541 
(Surfside) or Patty at (979) 233-1461 (Quintana).

Thursday, May 12-15 - Sixth Annual Fishing Tournament at San Luis 
Pass County Park. Starts at noon on Thursday and runs through 9 a.m. 
on Sunday.  Registered campers only; for information or reservations, call 
(979) 233-6026.

Happy birthday, Stephen F. Austin
Students from four local schools 

visited Henry Munson Park 
outside Angleton on Nov. 3 to 
celebrate the birthday of Stephen 
F. Austin.  

More than 250 children, mostly 
fourth-graders, visited with 
interpreters, played period games, 
listened to stories, and shared in a 
birthday cake in honor of the early 

Texas colonizer known as The 
Father of Texas.  

The children came on a school-
day field trip from Danbury, 
Angleton’s Frontier Elementary, 
Our Lady Queen of Peace, and 
Angleton Christian School.  

Several homeschool groups also 
attended the event, organized and 
presented by several area historical 

organizations.  
Stephen F. Austin came to 

Texas in 1821, settling more than 
3,000 individuals on lands along 
the Brazos and Colorado river 
bottoms from the Gulf of Mexico 
to near Waco.  

He operated his three colonial 
territories from what is now Bra-
zoria County. 

Above: Charles Edwards of West 
Columbia explains antique firearms 
and medical equipment. Top left: 
More than 250 schoolchildren are  
greeted. Bottom left: Texas Cavalry 
interpreters Ethan Gambino of 
Angleton (right) and Stephen 
Graschel of Santa Fe demonstrate 
sabre dueling.
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shown, just to be put out to the curb 
and get ruined.

As I pulled up to the recycling 
location, it became obvious why my 
old sets were not wanted. People 
were also getting rid of older model 
flat-screen TVs and those big heavy 
and bulky DLP TVs. I still have one 
of those in storage. It still works, 
except for the little dots on one 
side of the screen and the yellow 
blotches. 

Why would anyone throw those 
away? You never know when you’ll 
need it again.

There were a lot of old-style com-
puter monitors also, but I didn’t see 
all that many old TVs with the big 
cathode ray tubes. I got one more 
that I’m keeping until it becomes so 
old that someday I can get a lot of 
money for it on eBay.

One of my Facebook friends 
found an old magazine in mint 
condition in her attic, put it on eBay 
and sold it for $4,000. If she can get 
that much for a magazine, can you 
imagine what I could get for that old-
tube TV when it’s the only one left in 
the world?

That will be quite a while, though, 
since in many parts of the world 
CRT TVs are still being used, and 
worldwide 23 million of them were 
manufactured last year alone. But 
I’m patient.

I saw on one of the TV channels 

that someone took a CRT TV, gutted 
it, and custom fitted inside it a flat 
screen. That’s an idea for those who 
want a conversation piece in the 
living room rather than the jumbo-
tron. 

After I searched the Internet for 
a few seconds, I found a few other 
ways you can repurpose those old 
TVs. I like that word -- repurpose.

• Gut the insides and replace it 
with an aquarium. That way your 
fish can be on TV. Just don’t try to 
change the channel, or your goldfish 
may be eaten by a shark.

• Here is another great idea. 
Replace the old curved tube with a 
mirror. That way you can be on TV 
anytime you want. No need to go in 
front of a camera at a sporting event 
and jump up and down like a clown. 
That is so embarrassing. Now you 
can do that in the privacy of your 
own home.

• Turn your TV into an oscil-
loscope. But first, find out what an 
oscilloscope is, and then why you 

would want to turn your TV into one.
• Replace those useless insides 

with a microwave. This is great 
because microwaves look like TVs 
anyway, and this way you’d be 
eating real TV dinners.

• To cook that dinner outdoors, 
take the 4-foot lens of a rear projec-
tion TV and install it in a wooden 
frame. Then wait for the sun to 
come out and focus the lens on 
whatever you’re cooking. Be careful, 
because the heat can raise to over 
2000 degrees, which is a little higher 
than you need for grilled chicken 
thighs or that holiday turkey. It’s free 
heat, though, and less messy than 
charcoal.

• Here is one from the personal 
experience files. When our 25-inch 
vacuum tube color TV console 
broke in the 1980s, we just put 
another TV on top of it.

I wish I knew back then some of 
these repurposing ideas. We could 
have watched TV and our fish at the 
same time.

(Continued from Page 1)

The final ride of the old TVs: Recyling is their destiny

Electronic Recycling Day at the Brazoria County Fair Grounds.



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   November 24, 2015    THE BULLETIN  Page 13

Wolfenson Electric, Inc. 
recently presented a $10,000 
check to the Brazosport College 
Foundation in support of the 
College’s Crafts Academy Capital 
Campaign.

Pictured are, from left, Kristen 
Schwertner, Brazosport College 
Foundation Development Officer; 
Amando Gonzalez, Vice Presi-
dent, Wolfenson Electric, Inc.; 
Dr. Millicent Valek, Brazosport 
College President; and Serena 
Andrews, Brazosport College 
Vice President, College Advance-
ment.

Wolfenson Electric supports BC Crafts Academy 

The Brazosport Art League’s 
Biennial Membership Show and 
Silent Auction is going on now 
through Sunday, Jan. 3.

Proceeds benefit Habitat for 
Humanity of Southern Brazoria 
County. 

The auction closes Saturday, 
Dec. 12. 

The event is sponsored by Mary 
Ruth Rhodenbaugh and Texas Gulf 
Coast Bank. 

For more information, please call 
(979) 265-7661.

Brazosport Art League 
Membership Show and 
Auction through Jan. 3

Emily Osborn, of Lake Jackson 
gave the program for Chapter 
DA of the P.E.O. Her speech was 
entitled Spiritual Growth.  

Emily was the organizer of 
Chapter DA in January of 1954 
and was the first president.  

She graduated from Cottey Col-
lege in Nevada, Missouri. 

Local P.E.O. chapter founder gives program
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Plant reproductive structure
9 Sharpens
14 Lindbergh nickname
16 Goat __: chaotic situation, in 
slang
17 European travel pass
18 “You Must Love Me” musical
19 NYC travel org.
20 Trig function

22 West end?
23 Internal walls
26 Lizard that can shed its tail
27 Passing event?
28 Book ending
30 Like 23 of Haydn’s symphonies
31 Standing losses?
32 Signifies
35 “What have we here?!”
36 School hallway warning

38 Fingers
39 Media section
40 Anthologies
41 Project
42 Number of single-syllable U.S. 
states
43 Cosmo, for one
44 One Direction singer Zayn __
46 Kirkuk native
50 “Every Moment Counts” gp.
51 1965 Nobel Peace Prize recipi-
ent
53 Vow taker
54 8-Down and others
56 A carve turn may be taught in 
one
59 Bring forth
60 S-shaped sofa
61 Company with antlers in its logo
62 Things to obey, like 36-Across 
and 8-Down

DOWN
1 Diets, with “down”
2 Bridge overseas
3 Slated
4 R&B artist Des’__
5 “As wicked dew as __ my mother 
brush’d”: “The Tempest”
6 1979-’80 Fleetwood Mac hit
7 Food stabilizers
8 Highway warning
9 Highway closer, perhaps
10 Highway lane, for short
11 Four-time Emmy-winning actress
12 Four-stranded DNA structure
13 Scoundrels
15 Where “Hamlet” opens
21 Object
24 Spruces (up)
25 Like-minded orgs.
29 __ Bannon, Paul Newman role
31 Jerry who wrote lyrics for many 
Presley songs
32 How a stage line might be 
spoken
33 Rabble-rouser
34 Champion of the common man
35 Successor to Anwar
36 Not laughing
37 Brandy designation
41 31-day mo.
44 Beaux-arts venue
45 Sports commentator Olbermann
47 Adams who shot El Capitan
48 Repeat exactly
49 Novelist Hammond __
52 Run
55 Big name in bar code scanners
57 Tin __
58 Tommy Pickles’ dad in “Rugrats”
(c)2015 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
SEAL  WHALE  OTTER  WALRUS  MANATEE  DOLPHIN
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: MUSIC  RANCH  TEACUP  NIBBLE
Answer: When the storm hit, the pilot’s decision to land was -- “UP IN THE AIR”

ARIES (March 21-April 19): 
You can harness your energies 
and build something of value in 
the week ahead. Just be sensible 
and take steps so that you don’t 
burn the candle at both ends. Set 
reasonable time limits.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
Get it while you can. You can rev 
up your love life even if you are 
happily paired up with your “one 
and only.” By the end of the week 
you may be completely focused 
on job or career necessities.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
People may be more sociable and 
loving than usual in the early part 
of the week. However, as time 
goes by, it may be difficult to pin 
anyone down. You may not be 
sure of someone’s feelings.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
Bubble over like a shaken cham-
pagne bottle. In the early part 
of the week you can enjoy a bit 
more prestige, fun, and joy. Don’t 
let all those bubbles go to your 
head and overlook a responsibil-
ity.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Try 
standing on your toes if your 
reach exceeds your grasp. You 
may be more ambitious than 
usual in the week to come. Take 
control; organize everything 
so you can more easily handle 
obligations.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
Take an inventory of your trajec-
tory. In the week to come you can 
take the time to consider where 
your present path will lead in the 
future. New contacts widen your 
social and career network.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): A 
change of venue gives you a 
chance to display your talents 
this week. You won’t be asked 
to participate in company events 
unless you turn on the charm and 
convince others of your commit-
ment.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
You know how to persuade others 

with a well-placed word. This 
week, however, you may end up 
working on your own. Concen-
trate on practical tasks and put 
social affairs on the back burner.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Doubts may resurface. There 
was probably a good reason for 
not following through on a previ-
ous plan. You may spend time 
dealing with past issues in the 
week to come.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): Self-discipline brings satis-
faction. People may measure you 
against standards of perfection 
that are hard to meet during the 
week ahead. Don’t be disap-
pointed by bad news.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Make purchases that require 
good taste today. Your financial 
situation can improve due to the 
efforts of a coworker. As the week 
unfolds you may have more work 
and less play. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Mistakes as well as successes 
can teach you something. In the 
week ahead good relationships 
should be strengthened and 
reinforced. It will become obvious 
which ones are not good.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

Bulletin  Horoscope
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