
© 2014   

November 18, 2014
Our 21st Year of Publishing

(979) 849-5407 
mybulletinnewspaper.com

LAKE JACKSON • CLUTE • RICHWOOD • FREEPORT • OYSTER CREEK • ANGLETON • DANBURY • ALVIN • WEST COLUMBIA • BRAZORIA • SWEENY

The
 Weekly

(Continued on Page 8)

FREE
GEE-WHIZ! Commercial

Christmas

BULLETIN

Enter to win 
Dickens on 
the Strand 

Tickets.
Look inside for 

entry forms. facebook.com/
brazoriacountybulletin

Like us on Facebook

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

A Facebook friend says he 
done with Christmas, tired of 
all the commercialism. The 

last straw 
was NBC’s 
broadcast of 
the cutting 
down of a 
giant pine 
tree to take to 
Rockerfeller 
Plaza.

I had a 
problem with that also. Why not 
put an artificial tree there and 
reuse it every year? Leave that 
poor old tree alone. It’s big and 
old and cleaning a lot of crud out 
of the air each day.

I’m personally not done with 
the commercialism part. Christ-
mas came earlier this year than 
last, or it feels like it, but why 
not? It’s a great time of the year 
in a spiritual and economic way.

Retailers cannot wait to get to 
Christmas after lagging sales in 
the summer and fall. Black Friday 
is when the cash registers go into 
overtime.

In a society built on com-
mercialism and consumption, 
manufacturers and retailers 
cannot make it when people stop 
buying stuff.

So, in the USA and most 
other parts of the world, without 
consumerism, there is no manu-
facturing, no jobs, no profit, no 
sales. The economy is based on 
what we are able to spend.

Some spending is required 
to stay alive, obviously, but the 
wealth of an economy is defined 
by how much is being spent for 
goods that are wants, not needs.

When sales decrease, every-

RAMBLINGS

LAST WEEK

He wants to be eaten 
by big snake

Paul Rosolie is a wildlife film-
maker who plans to be eaten 
alive by a big snake, but PETA 
wants him to abandone this crazy 
idea, saying that the stunt would 
hurt the snake.

It’s a publicity stunt to promote 
the Discovery Channel’s “Eaten 
Alive” show. An anaconda snake 
is supposed to swallow this guy 
alive.

PETA claims that regurgitating 
Rosolie would be too hard on the 
snake.

Rosolie has a custom-made, 
snake-proof outfit in which he 
will become snake snack - for a 
while, anyway.

Fully grown Anacondas can 
grow to more than 29 feet in 
length, weigh over 550 pounds 
and measure more than one foot 
in diameter.

PETA needs to stay out of this. 
If Rosolie wants to become the 
world’s first human live snake 
upchuck, let him. 

Holiday Festivities
By Sharon Toth
The Bulletin

The weekend before Thanksgiv-
ing is beginning to look a lot like 
Christmas as it has become one of 
the busiest times for holiday events 
in southern Brazoria County.   

The City of Lake Jackson will be 
gearing up its annual Christmas 
celebration, Festival of Lights, 
which will be Nov. 21-22, while 

shoppers will be busy exploring 
the Mums & Mistletoe Market the 
same days at St. Micheal’s Catholic 
Church in Lake Jackson.

About the same time, the City of 
Angleton’s Market Days will swing 
its gates open on Saturday, Nov. 22 
and Sunday, Nov. 23, at the Brazo-
ria County Fairgrounds. 

Mums & Mistletoe Market, 
hosted by the women of St. 

Michael’s in Lake Jackson, has free 
admission both Friday and Saturday 
in the hall behind the church on Oak 
Drive. On Friday, it is open to the 
public from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., but on 
Saturday, while it opens at 9 a.m. 
also, it wraps up early at 3 p.m.

About 50 vendors selected for 
the coveted display spots will be 
showing handcrafted gifts, jewelry 

(Continued on Page 4)

SEE BACK PAGE
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HONEY, DON’T PAY THE RANSOM, I’VE ESCAPED: A woman called 
her boyfriend, who was out drinking with his friends in Bolton, England, 
and asked him when he would be coming home. He told her that he had 
been kidnapped and was being held on a ransom of 50 pounds – about 
$82. She called the cops who quickly located him. He said he lied to his 
lady because he wanted to continue to party.

I’M CURED! IT’S A MIRACLE! A woman received more than $100,000 
in welfare benefits in England, because she claimed to be agoraphobic, 
that is, unable to leave her home because she is afraid to go outside. She 
was arrested after authorities discovered she bought an apartment in the 
holiday resort of Goa, India, where she spent up to five months a year.

YOU TALKIN’ TA’ ME!? Police were called to a wedding reception in 
Middletown, N.J., because about 80 guests were in a brawl on the street 
outside. The cops shut down the reception.

HEY, THIS LOOKS EASY … CRASH! A man broke into a home in 
Houston through the doggie door, and then stole a bicycle out of the 
garage, apparently not realizing that he did not know how to ride a 
bicycle. After falling off several times, he fled on foot. The whole thing 
was caught on the homeowner’s surveillance cameras, from which he 
made no attempt to hide his face.

BUT IT SEEMED SO REAL: Police were called to a home in Sneads, 
Fla., where the three occupants said that they had been attacked and 
held hostage for several hours. They said that they had fired a shotgun 
and dropped a toilet from an upper-story window in an attempt to fend off 
their attackers. Turns out, they were high on meth and hallucinated the 
whole thing.

SO RESTITUTION WILL BE A BIT OF A PROBLEM: A man robbed 
a dozen banks in New York City of about $32,000, but, by the time the 
police caught up with him, he had blown all the money at the casinos in 
Atlantic City.

SO, NO RECOLLECTION AT ALL? A foreigner served six years in 
prison in Sweden for aggravated robbery and was to be deported when 
he finished serving his sentence. But he told authorities that he lost his 
memory while locked up, and couldn’t remember which country he comes 
from. So they don’t know where to deport him to. He has now been living 
there for 11 years.

NOT EXACTLY COST-EFFECTIVE: A man robbed four businesses in 
Woodbridge, N.J., at knifepoint, netting a total of $2.

IT’S ALL A MYSTERY TO ME, OFFICER: Police, in hot pursuit of a 
man, saw him throw handfuls of crack cocaine out of his window as he 
sped through a residential neighborhood in Stuart, Fla. After they dis-
abled his car, he told them he did not hear the police sirens, and he did 
not know how the crack came to be all over his vehicle.

Each person in Texas generates about 6.4 pounds of garbage every 
day. Think before you toss something out. Can you donate it, reuse it, or 
repurpose it? 

Many Texas communities have curbside recycling or collection centers, 
and some retailers have bins to collect your recycling. By recycling paper, 
metal, plastic, and other materials, you can reduce waste, help conserve 
energy, and preserve our natural resources. 

Tossing coffee grounds? Why not compost them and improve your soil 
at the same time? In 2012, Americans generated about 251 million tons of 
trash and recycled and composted almost 87 million tons of this material - a 
34.5 percent recycling rate. Recycling and composting that much municipal 
solid waste saved enough energy to power 10 million U.S. homes for a 
year.

For more tips to keep our air and water clean, conserve water and 
energy, and reduce waste, visit TakeCareOfTexas.org.

Take Care of Texas Tip: Reuse or recycle “trash”

Texas A&M study trumpets state parks’ overall economic benefit vs. operating costs
AUSTIN – The Texas State Park 

system’s more than 90 sites have 
a significant economic impact on 
the state’s economy, generating 
$774 million in retail sales annu-
ally, contributing $351 million in 
economic benefits and creating 
5,800 jobs statewide. Those were 
just part of the findings of a recent 
Texas A&M University study shared 
with the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Commission.

The commission was briefed on 
the results of a survey of park visi-
tors and their spending habits con-
ducted between March and June of 
this year by a team led by Dr. John 
Crompton, a distinguished A&M 
professor in the Recreation, Parks 
and Tourism Sciences Department. 
According to Dr. Crompton, Texas 
state parks not only provide con-
servation, recreational and health 
benefits, but also greatly contribute 

to the economies of communities 
throughout Texas, far exceeding 
the state’s expenditures to operate 
these sites.

“The take-away message from 
this study,” Dr. Crompton says, 
“should be that the state park 
system is an important contributor 
to the Texas economy, particularly 
in rural areas and that the state’s 
net investment in parks is returned 
many times over as visitors travel to 
enjoy the outdoors and leave their 
dollars behind.”

To generate data for the study, 
almost 14,000 visitors at 30 state 
parks were polled between March 
and June of 2014 about their spend-
ing on fees, groceries, restaurant 
meals and equipment during their 
travel to the park and in close 
proximity to the park. The results 
were then extrapolated to apply to 
60 additional parks using strict study 
methodology.

The results show that the pur-
chases made by park visitors result 

in greater wealth and employment 
in communities located near state 
parks. For example, spending by 
Bastrop State Park visitors added 
nearly $1.7 million to the Bastrop 
County economy and led to the 
creation of 35.6 jobs. 

Similarly, in the Panhandle, Palo 
Duro Canyon visitors added more 
than $3.7 million to the coffers of 
Armstrong and Randall counties 
that supported 86 jobs in the local 
area.

Even remote Big Bend Ranch 
State Park in far West Texas 
contributed significant economic 
benefits to Presidio County by 

adding $1.9 million in sales and 
roughly 27 jobs.

Texas State Parks Director Brent 
Leisure says the A&M findings con-
firm the ongoing value of the Texas 
State Park system.

“We’ve long known that state 
parks are places that preserve the 
best of our state’s scenic wonders, 
historic sites and recreational 
venues,” Leisure said. “This report 
shows that park visitors not only 
take home wonderful memories and 
enriched lives, but that the dollars 
they leave behind lead to jobs and 
higher incomes in local communi-
ties.”
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Acquired savantism
Q.  A boy gets hit by a baseball 

and is knocked unconscious.  A man 
is assaulted and suffers a concus-
sion.  What’s one of the stranger 
repercussions that can come of 
such experiences?

A.  Ten-year-old Orlando Serrell 
discovered that he could bring to 
mind the exact day of the week and 
the weather for any date after the 
accident, says psychiatrist Darold 
Treffert in “Scientific American” 
magazine.  Resembling the autistic 
savantism depicted in the 1988 
movie “Rain Man,” this so-called 
“acquired savant syndrome” 
describes cases where “near-genius 
levels of artistic or intellectual skills 
show up after dementia, from a 
blow to the head or other insult to 
the brain.”  Now at 44, Serrell is still 
able to calendar-calculate, with his 
memory skills so enhanced that he 
can remember the minutest details 
of each day’s activities after that 
fateful event.

In another case, Jason Padgett, 
following a mugging that caused a 
concussion, began producing draw-
ings that showed math, physics and 
artistic abilities that the college drop-
out never knew he had.  He now 
calls the injury a “rare gift.”  Once 
describing himself as “math-averse,” 

Padgett now takes higher-level 
classes to help him understand the 
geometric figures that have become 
his obsession.

“Acquired savantism provides 
strong evidence that a deep well of 
brain potential resides within us all,” 
Treffert concludes.  “The challenge 
now is to find the best ways to tap 
into our inner savant -- that little bit 
of Rain Man -- while keeping the 
rest of our mental faculties intact.”

Time x 1 million
Q.  Picturing yourself as a mil-

lionaire in terms of time, how old 
would you be if you lived that many 
seconds?  Minutes?  Hours?  

A.  For the million seconds, let’s 
start by counting a day’s worth:  
Each hour has 60 minutes and each 
minute has 60 seconds, so a day 
has 24 times 60 times 60 seconds, 
or 86,400 seconds.  Now dividing 
1,000,000 by 86,400 yields  11.57, 
or about 11 1/2 days.  So a million 
seconds is barely a baby’s worth!

Next, counting minutes, you need 
to multiply the 11 1/2 days by 60 
-- 11.57 days times 60 for about 
694 days, or close to a toddler’s two 
years.

Finally, calculating hours requires 
multiplying by 60 once more, push-
ing the 694 days to 41,640 days, 

which divided by 365 days per year 
yields about 114 years!  That’s a 
centenarian’s worth and then some.  
(From the book “Genius Gymna-
sium” by Ivan Moscovich)

Twitter’s origin
Q.  Who dreamed up the word 

“twitter”?
A.  This was many dreams ago, 

back 600 years to the time when 
Geoffrey Chaucer was the “father of 
English poetry.”  He’s the one who 
introduced the verb, which means 
to “chirp continuously,” according to 
the “Oxford English Dictionary.”  And 
that wasn’t all.  “Along with ‘twitter,’  
Chaucer coined (or first recorded) 
2,000 other words, such as ‘Mar-
tian,’ ‘scissors,’ ‘delicacy’ and every 
toddler’s go-to: ‘poop,’” says Lucas 
Reilly in “Mental Floss” magazine,  

Twosday, Onesday
Q.  “Tuesday” you know about, 

but how about “Twosday”?  When 
you’re done with that, try sounding 
off on “Onesday.”

A.  Actually, let’s start with 
“Onesday”:  In case you missed it, it 
occurred on 11 November 2011 (for 
either the American or the 24-hour-
clock British system) at 11 minutes 
and 11 seconds past 11 o’clock.  
Thus, the time and date were 11:
11:11 11/11/11, says Ian Stewart in 
“Professor Stewart’s Casebook of 
Mathematical Mysteries.”  Using the 
24-hour clock, Twosday will happen 
a few years from now, on 2 Febru-
ary 2022 at 22 hours, 22 minutes, 
22 seconds.  So you can make the 
time and date 22:22:22 2/2/22.  Now 
you know!

(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)

New York to no longer arrest for small amounts of marijuana
By Tina Susman
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

NEW YORK — Possession of 
25 grams or less of marijuana no 
longer will be grounds for arrest in 
New York City under a new policy 
aimed at ending the lifelong stigma 
that can follow pot users, city offi-
cials have announced.

The new law, which takes effect 
Nov. 19, marks a substantial shift 
in policing in the nation’s largest 
city, where arrests for marijuana 
possession so far this year number 

more than 24,000. But both Mayor 
Bill de Blasio and Police Commis-
sioner William J. Bratton said the 
policy change was not a sign they 
favored going the route of Colo-
rado and Washington state, which 
have legalized some recreational 
marijuana use.

“It’s still against the law,” said 
Bratton, who held up a small plastic 
bag filled with oregano to demon-
strate the maximum amount that a 
person could be caught with in New 
York City and avoid being arrested. 

“I’m not giving out ‘get-out-of-jail-
free’ cards.”

De Blasio, a staunch liberal, also 
made clear he opposed marijuana 
legalization. “Any substance that 
alters your consciousness is a 
potential danger,” de Blasio said.

Under the new law, a person 
who is carrying 25 grams or less of 
the drug and not smoking it would 
be issued a summons rather than 
being arrested, taken to a police 
station, fingerprinted and photo-
graphed.
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and decor, and a home-style lunch 
of soup, sandwiches and desserts, 
prepared by church members, will 
be available to purchase. 

Festival of Lights will begin 
this year with a Tree Lighting 
Ceremony at the Lake Jackson 
Civic Center’s outdoor plaza at 
6 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 21. Then 
for family holiday entertainment, 
the films “Merry Madagascar” and 
“Ice Age - A Mammoth Christmas 
Special” will be shown at 6:30 
p.m. for free, said Sandra Oliver, 
Civic Center director.

On Saturday, Nov. 22, Break-
fast with Santa will start the day 
for the younger set at 8 a.m. 
at the Lake Jackson Historical 
Museum. 

The main Saturday festivities 
will focus on stage entertainment, 
and the line-up of area school 
choirs, dance school students, 
gymnasts, karate kids and other 
performers will change every 
quarter or half hour. (Please see 
schedule in color ad inside The 
Bulletin for groups and times to 
catch your favorites.) 

Food, craft and information 
booths will be serving up festival 
cuisine, folk art and community 
connections from 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m.

There also will be activities for 
children and a pet parade and 
contest at 11 a.m. at the civic 
center’s plaza with registration 
starting at 10 a.m. at the commit-
tee tent.

Don’t forget to check out the 
exhibits at the Lake Jackson 
Historical Museum, located in 
the center of the festival activi-
ties, and learn about the City of 
Enchantment’s past.

Once again, Wagner’s Car-
nival will be selling tickets for 
carnival rides and attractions, 
held in the grassy areas near 
the Civic Center and Museum, 
to add to the festivities. After a 
day of entertainment, amuse-
ments and rides, the festival will 
conclude Saturday night with a 

lighted parade through downtown 
Lake Jackson. The festival may 
wrap up then, but residents and 
visitors will continue to enjoy Lake 
Jackson’s Christmas light decora-
tions throughout the season.  

Market Days in Angleton just 
keeps growing and growing, it 
seems. There will be about 200 
vendors this year (up from 150 
last year) to this free-admission 
event at the county fairgrounds, 
and it draws several thousand 
people from Brazoria County and 
beyond. Martha Eighme, tourism 
and economic development 
director for the City of Angleton, 
said that some visitors from out 
of state, who come to see family 
or friends for Thanksgiving, come 
early and attend the Market.

It seems just about every kind 
of craft or specialty item is sold 
at this expanding marketplace 

- gourmet food and citrus trees, 
old-fashioned toys and model 
trains, sports items, unique cloth-
ing, appealing scents, as well as 
a dazzling array of the expected 
Christmas decorations for the 
home and yard. There’s also a 
few vendors selling food if you’re 
too busy shopping to break away 
for lunch. 

Vendors are located outside 
and inside the buildings at the 
fairgrounds, but with the majority 
inside, the show is guaranteed to 
go on, rain or shine, on Saturday, 
Nov. 22 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
and on Sunday, Nov. 23, from 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. It is one of 
two Market Days events staged 
annually with the other held in 
the Spring. 

Another plus of Market Days is 
that there’s plenty of free parking 
at the fairgrounds.

Enjoy all the holiday festivities in your neighborhood
(Continued from Page 1)
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Clinic that treated Joan Rivers committed errors, report finds
By Lauren Raab
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

The New York clinic where Joan 
Rivers stopped breathing committed 
a number of errors, including failing 
to get Rivers’ consent for all the 
procedures that were performed, 
according to a federal report 
released recently.

The report, which did not refer 
to Rivers by name, also found that 
Yorkville Endoscopy inconsistently 
documented the amount of the 
sedative propofol Rivers received 
before the Aug. 28 procedures, that 
an ENT doctor without privileges to 
operate at the clinic performed pro-
cedures on Rivers, and that a clinic 
staffer took a cellphone picture of 
the comic while she was sedated.

The “Fashion Police” star was 
rushed from Yorkville Endoscopy to 
Manhattan’s Mount Sinai Hospital 

after she stopped breathing. While 
the report said she was resuscitated 
at the clinic, she did not regain 
consciousness after arriving at the 
hospital, and daughter Melissa 
Rivers had her taken off life support 
Sept. 4.

The medical team at Yorkville 
Endoscopy also failed to notice 
Rivers’ blood-oxygen level dropping 
below normal in the 15 minutes or 
so before resuscitation attempts 
began, the report said.

Problems surrounded the clinic’s 
use of the sedative. According to the 
report, there was no evidence the 
clinic weighed Rivers before sedat-
ing her, a key step to determining 
how much sedative a patient should 
receive. And it’s unclear how much 
propofol Rivers got. A clinic record 
showed she received 300 milligrams 
of the drug, but an anesthesiologist 

told investigators that the amount 
had been incorrectly entered and 
that Rivers really got only 120 mil-
ligrams.

Rivers’ death “resulted from a 
predictable complication of medi-
cal therapy,” the New York medical 
examiner’s office concluded last 
month after an autopsy of the 
comedian.

Two weeks after Rivers’ proce-
dure, the clinic said it had parted 
ways with one of its doctors. Dr. 
Lawrence Cohen is no longer 
medical director there and no 
longer performs procedures there, a 
spokeswoman for the clinic told The 
Associated Press in mid-September.

A woman who answered the 
phone at the clinic told the Los 
Angeles Times that Cohen no longer 
works there. She declined to provide 
her name.
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DICKENS ON THE STRAND
Enter The Bulletin’s

Ticket Give-Away Contest
We plan to give away 4 admission tickets ($56 value) to Dickens on 

the Strand (Dec. 5-7 in Galveston) to each winner drawn at random. 
The tickets are good for any single day.  One entry per reader, please.

     Mail to: The Bulletin, PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX 77516
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“One good thing about a hackers’ 
convention -- everyone pays in 
cash.”

Man, bitter over his divorce, dumps wife’s Corvette in river
By Vinny Vella
Philadelphia Daily News (MCT)

PHILADELPHIA — Honey, you’ve 
got to slow down.

A man in the throes of a bitter 
divorce didn’t heed Prince’s famous 
advice, and drove his “Little Red 
Corvette” into the Delaware River, 
police said.

Just before 4 p.m. on Monday, 
Nov. 10, police received reports of 
a man driving the vehicle into the 
Delaware River at a fishing pier in 
Philadelphia, Chief Inspector Scott 
Small said.

Witnesses told officers that they 
saw the driver get out of the idling 
car, which he kept in drive and 
allowed to plunge into the river, 
Small said.

During their investigation, police 
discovered that the man, 50, actu-
ally shares the car with his wife.

Make that his soon-to-be ex-wife.
It turns out that the man and his 

spouse are having marital problems 
and that he dumped the car in an 
attempt to get even with her for the 
impending divorce, Small said.

The woman cooperated with the 
investigation, and police were able 
to pull the Corvette out of the waters 
about 5:30 p.m. Nobody was inside 
the vehicle, and no one was injured 
in the incident, Small said.

Small said the driver fled the 
scene after tossing the car, and that 
police are looking for him.

What charges he’ll face, if any, 

are unclear: Small said his actions 
violate the protection-from-abuse 
order the man’s wife has out against 
him, but that, since he had a set of 
keys to the car and uses it regularly, 
he didn’t technically steal it.

He may face vandalism and reck-
less endangerment, Small said, as 
well as a charge a little more eco-
logically-minded: Illegal dumping.

• The Xbox 360 is more power-
ful than NASA’s space shuttle 
computer.

• Each button on an Xbox controller 
is designed to withstand 3 million 
presses.

• At age 15, Jim Carrey quit school 
and became a janitor to support 
his family. They were living out of 
a van.

Did you know?
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thing decreases, including news-
paper ads. Even the perception of 
decreased revenue can affect that.

This area is on the brink of a 
booming economy with Dow Chemi-
cal moving its headquarters here 
and most of the plants expanding 
their capacity. Companies cannot 
hire fast enough.

Yet, there remains a perception 
that we are hurting economically, 
and that perception by itself hurts 
sales. Christmas has a way of let-
ting consumers’ hair down. When 
they let go of their money, it creates 
more wealth in the community as 
every dollar they spend turns over 
multiple times.

Something has to change their 
perception, which is Christmas. The 
sooner we get there, the faster the 
economy starts turning in overdrive.

Those who are adamant about 
the true meaning of Christmas are 
right. It is meant to celebrate the 
birth of Christ. In a vacuum, that 
would be enough, but in the real 
world, the way a consumer econ-
omy is structured, things are more 
complicated.

Presidents Day wasn’t created for 
mattress sales, either, but that’s the 
way it turned out.

So, even if you are a traditional-
ist, which is great, look at some of 
the sales that will save you a lot 
of money on items you have been 
wanting for a long time or really 
need.

I’ve been buying major appli-

ances during Black Friday sales for 
a long time. I got my big TV like that  
for an incredible price.

“Call me the grinch, if you must, 
but the increasingly blatant commer-
cialism earlier and earlier each year 
can just be crammed up someone’s 
... .” my Facebook friend posts. He 
gets carried away sometimes.

It’s just a big tree. They cover 
the cutting of it each year about the 
same time. It takes a while to move 
it to New York and set it up.

That’s why an artificial tree would 
be so much better. I know that 
its’ manufacture destroys part of 
the environment (what doesn’t). 
But after that, it can be reused for 
years, and the big old trees can be 
left alone to grow even bigger and 
older.

That’s the only change I would 
make. The rest of the commercial-
ism can stay.

If you want to see a really big tree 
that nobody has cut down, head 
to your nearest shopping mall, like 
Brazos Mall in Lakes Jackson. On 
the Sears end, there is a beautiful 
tree that barely fits in the mall. It’s 
huge. It’s worth a visit just to snap a 
picture of it, or a selfie with the tree 
in the background.

“They’d started putting Christmas 
stuff out at the beginning of October 
at Target. I enjoy the festivities and 
decorations and whatever, but yeah, 
it’s beyond nuts,” replied the friend’s 
friend.

It is, and it’s wonderful. Bring on 
the Christmas music.

Can’t wait for commercial Christmas
(Continued from Page 1)

Brett and Karen Baker of Creepy Hollow Haunted House present their annual contribution to Janis Warny of 
Home Delivered Meals. The $5,000 was raised at the 2014 Halloween activities held in Rosharon. 

Creepy Hollow makes donation to Home Delivered Meals
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Guitarist Jake Hertzog Trio returns to the Clarion to headline jazz concert on Nov. 21
At only 28 years of age, guitarist 

Jake Hertzog has already made his 
presence felt in the music industry.

Not only is he one of the most dis-
tinguished graduates of the world-
renown Berklee College of Music, 
he was also one of the youngest 
performers ever to headline a stage 
at the Montreaux Jazz Festival.

Brazosport-area audiences have 
celebrated his talents twice before 
at The Clarion at Brazosport Col-
lege, and will get another opportu-
nity to see him in concert on Friday, 
Nov. 21 when the Jake Hertzog Trio 
takes the stage at 7:30 p.m.

“I think that theater is such a 

fabulous place,” Hertzog said of the 
Clarion. “I think it’s a wonderful thing 
to have in the community.”

Hertzog will perform with his 
long-time bass player, Harvie S, 
former Spyro Gyra drummer Richie 
Morales and well-known trumpeter 
Ingrid Jensen.

 This is Hertzog’s first time 
performing with Jensen, and he 
believes she’s an ideal fit for the 
material.

“This kind of improvisation really 
brings out everybody’s personal-
ity,” Hertzog said. “The thing that I 
enjoyed the most from the begin-
ning with this band is trying to write 

situations where everybody could be 
themselves a little bit. This band has 
usually been about simple songs 
and complex improvisation. To me, 
that’s a lot of fun when we get a 
new person coming in because then 
we get a totally different take on the 
material.”

Although Hertzog is sticking to 
jazz for the Clarion show, he is 

active in a variety of musical styles, 
including blues and rock. In fact, his 
rock band – The Young Presidents 
– has recorded with a number of 
noteworthy pop stars, including Ivan 
Neville and Corey Glover of Living 
Colour.

In addition to the Nov. 21 show, 
The Jake Hertzog Trio will also be at 
the Clarion a day earlier, on Nov. 20, 

as part of the Brazosport College 
Music Department’s Jazztravan-
ganza.

To learn more about the 
Jake Hertzog Trio, visit www. 
jakehertzog.com.

For more information or to buy 
tickets for his show, call the Clarion 
Box Office at (979) 230-3156 or visit 
www.brazosport.edu/clarion.

Gutarist Jake Hertzog will be at the Clarion on Nov. 21
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By Allison Stewart
Chicago Tribune (MCT)
Alice Cooper still bites. How 

hard? Good question.
Everyone would like to think that 

Vincent Furnier came up with the 
name Alice Cooper after consult-
ing with a Ouija board; it’s been an 
urban myth for practically as long as 
Alice Cooper has existed (46 years, 
give or take).

Alice Cooper was a group back 
then: Furnier eventually left 
the band and kept the name, 
which he had conceived of 
without otherworldly interven-
tion, because it was the most 
ironically harmless one he 
could think of.

Born and raised in Detroit 
(where he would dress up as 
Zorro every year for Hallow-
een), Furnier has been Alice 
Cooper longer than he’s been 
anything. For years, he was 
Alice offstage, too. Cooper 
began to separate himself 
from onstage Alice around the 
time he gave up cocaine and 
alcohol; he hasn’t had a drink 
in 32 years and has been mar-
ried for 38.

These days, Cooper is no 
longer the scourge of parental 
watchdog groups and evan-
gelical pastors: He’s beloved 
and harmless, like Freddy Krueger 
or Ozzy Osbourne. He golfs (some-
times at 6 in the morning to avoid 
the heat in Arizona, where he now 
lives) and still tours constantly. In 
a recent phone interview, Cooper 
talked about his friendship with 
Groucho Marx and Lady Gaga and 
his, perhaps, slightly exaggerated 
Republicanism.

The following is an edited version 
of that conversation.

Q: There’s an old picture making 
the rounds on Twitter of you and 
Groucho Marx. I had no idea you 
were a couple.

A: We were the best of friends. 
He came to one of the shows. He 
saw Alice Cooper as vaudeville. 
Those guys were old vaudeville. He 
would bring, like, Jack Benny and 
Fred Astaire to the show, George 
Burns. They’d watch the show and 
they totally got it, the fact that it 
was rock ‘n’ roll vaudeville. They 
were not shocked in the least by my 
show, and that was back when my 

show was shocking.
Q: Do you ever think about what 

it would have been like for you to 
come up now, in the age of social 
media? People like to get upset 
these days; it’s a lot more polarized.

A: I think it’s a lot more politi-
cally correct right now. You could 
never make “Blazing Saddles” now. 
Richard Pryor would never exist. 
I think we’re a little too PC. I think 
when it’s vicious and bullying, now 

that’s when it’s wrong, but when 
we can laugh at each other, then 
it’s a different thing. My stuff was 
never political, it was never racial or 
spiritual, it was just pure RKO, plus 
a little “West Side Story,” plus a little 
“Guys and Dolls” and hard rock. 
It was all showbiz-y. It was based 
on a fun villain, Alice Cooper, and 
that’s what it still is. I tell people I’m 
not politically correct, I’m politically 
incoherent.

Q: But the controversy back then 
really helped you. Maybe you’d 
thrive (if you were starting your 
career) now.

A: You can’t shock an audi-
ence anymore. I get my head cut 
off onstage, that’s a tradition now. 
People really want to see that, and 
we do that really well. Then you turn 
on CNN, and there’s a guy really 
getting his head cut off. So what’s 
shocking? It’s not Alice Cooper, it’s 
CNN. I’ve talked to Marilyn Manson 
and Rob Zombie about (how) it’s 
impossible to shock an audience. I 

think that we pretend to be shocked 
and we kind of like the idea of 
controversy, but we’re not really 
too shocked about the idea of a 
meat dress on Lady Gaga. Maybe 
vegetarians (are).

Q: She’s one of the few people 
these days who’s playing a char-
acter. Where did all the people like 
you go?

A: I talked to Gaga about this. I 
said, if there’s anybody who’s close 

to what I’m doing, it’s you. I 
invented a character, Alice 
Cooper. Rock didn’t have a 
villain. It had all heroes and 
no villains. You created Lady 
Gaga. If anybody’s close to 
what we do, it’s me and you. 
We created a viable charac-
ter that didn’t exist before.

Q: With Lady Gaga, it’s 
hard to see where the person 
begins and the character 
ends, but with you it’s easy to 
see the division. Do you think 
fans want to see that, or do 
they want to think you’re Alice 
Cooper offstage?

A: I’ve had to make that 
break with Alice. There are 
still people who are stuck 
somewhere in 1973. I’ve 
told them that there’s me, 
and then there’s Alice, and 
I’m nothing like Alice. If you 

see me on the street or see me at 
the baseball game, I’m not going to 
have a snake around my neck, and 
I’m not going to have makeup on.

Q: Even if making that separation 
was a lifesaving measure for you, 
do you ever get a twinge when you 
realize you’ve gone from the dan-
gerous Alice Cooper to the lovable 
Alice Cooper?

A: I think it’s a natural progres-
sion. When I’m onstage, I actually 
feel dangerous. I look at Vincent 
Price and Christopher Lee and Boris 
Karloff; if you stick around long 
enough, you go from being the most 
scary, frightening person to lovable.

Q: You’re a born-again Christian; 
I assume that you’re a Republican. 
Do you ever worry that some audi-
ences won’t accept that from you?

A: I’m extremely unpolitical. When 
you say I’m a Republican, I don’t 
know what I am. I’m probably more 
moderate than anything else.

Q: Does your wife call you Alice?
A: Oh, yeah.

School’s not out yet for Alice Cooper
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Look for us on 
Facebook

History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

See who is waiting for you at SPCA-BC

Come by the SPCA-BC Shelter at 141 Canna Ln., Lake Jackson, or we 
are at Brazos Mall, Petco and Petsmart every Saturday, to  visit with these 
pets and many of their friends. Kennel sponsorships are now available 
for large or small kennels. Why not have your company or family recog-
nized with a plaque to show you care? Call (979) 285-2340, ext. 100, or visit 
www.spcabc.org for details. Help control the pet population. Have your pet 
spayed or neutered. Come by the  SPCA-BC, and fill out an application today.

Nov. 18: ON THIS DATE in 
1307, Swiss patriot William Tell 
was forced to shoot an apple 
off his son’s head after refus-
ing a tyrant’s order to salute an 
Austrian hat planted on a pole in 
the town square. In 1966, Roman 
Catholic bishops in the United 
States rescinded the church rule 
against eating meat on Fridays.

Nov. 19: ON THIS DATE in 
1493, Christopher Columbus 
discovered Puerto Rico on his 
second voyage to the New 
World. In 1863, President Lincoln 
delivered his famous Gettysburg 
Address on the site of the Civil 
War battlefield in Pennsylvania.

Nov. 20: ON THIS DATE in 
1945, 24 Nazi leaders went on 
trial before an international war 
crimes tribunal in Nuremberg, 
Germany. In 1998, 46 states 
embraced a $206 billion settle-
ment with cigarette makers over 
the costs of treating sick smokers.

Nov. 21: ON THIS DATE in 
1877, Thomas Edison announced 
the invention of his phonograph. 
In 1980, 87 people died in a fire 
at the MGM Grand Hotel-Casino 
in Las Vegas.

Nov. 22: ON THIS DATE in 
1963, President Kennedy was 
shot to death by sniper Lee 
Harvey Oswald, according to 
official accounts, while riding in 
a motorcade in Dallas during his 
re-election campaign. Writers 
C.S. Lewis and Aldous Huxley 
also died the same day. In 1977, 
regular passenger service on 
the supersonic Concorde jetliner 
between Europe and the United 
States began.

Nov. 23: ON THIS DATE in 
1936, Life magazine, created 
by Henry R. Luce, was first 
published. In 1971, the People’s 
Republic of China was seated on 
the U.N. Security Council.

Answer to last week’s ques-
tion: This week in 1959, Ford 
Motor Co. canceled production of 
the Edsel because of slow sales.

This week’s question: In 
1975, Charles Manson follower 
Lynette “Squeaky” Fromme was 
convicted of trying to assassinate 
whom?

Record-breaking 1,855 firearms 
already uncovered at US airports
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

With nearly two months left in the year, airport security agents have 
already confiscated 1,855 firearms from passengers — more than in all of 
2013.

The Transportation Security Administration said 1,471 of those guns and 
rifles were loaded, with the greatest number found at Dallas/Fort Worth, 
Hartsfield Jackson Atlanta, Phoenix Sky Harbor and Houston George Bush 
international airports.

The 1,855 firearms were among 3,084 weapons, firearm components, 
stun guns, replica firearms and inert explosive material uncovered so far this 
year, the TSA said.

TSA officials declined to attribute a reason for the increase in guns but 
noted the number of firearms found at airports has risen steadily since 2005, 
when 606 were uncovered.

In a statement, Homeland Security Secretary Jeh Johnson said the tally 
is “an example of the good work the men and women of the Department of 
Homeland Security perform on behalf of the American people.”

One factor in the increase may be the rise in passenger volume, which 
grew 2.3 percent in the first seven months of the year compared with the 
same period in 2013, according to the Bureau of Transportation Statistics.

Did you know?
• It takes about 1 million plays on Pandora for a songwriter to earn $90 
off of that song.

• Zombies didn’t eat brains specifically until the 1985 film “The Return of 
the Living Dead.”

• The center of the earth is as hot as the sun’s surface.
• It costs at least $30,000 to climb Mount Everest.
• People in long distance relationships are emotionally closer to their 
partner than those in normal relationships.

• Microsoft once sued a kid named Mike Row for creating the domain 
“MikeRowSoft.”

• The average person has 2.6 million sweat glands in their skin.
• Your risk of death increases 15 percent with every glass of milk con-
sumed — cheese and yogurt do not carry the same risks.
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Satan may tempt us, but we are 
responsible for sin, the evil we do

My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Q: You’ve probably been asked this many times, but who is responsible 
for all the bad things that happen in the world? Are we responsible for 
them, or is it the devil? - N.R.R.

A: The answer is - both! Satan is constantly working to bring chaos and 
death to the human race, but we also are responsible for turning against 
God and bringing untold sorrow into the world. 

Although he is unseen and often unnoticed, Satan is constantly at 
work behind the scenes to disrupt God’s plans for the world. Don’t think 
of him as a cute but harmless cartoon character, dressed up in a red suit 
and brandishing a pitchfork. Satan is a powerful evil spirit, who works 
throughout the universe trying to block everything God is doing. The Bible 
says, “Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for 
someone to devour” (1 Peter 5:8).

But the Bible also stresses that while Satan may influence and tempt us, 
ultimately we are responsible for the evil we do. Every sin we commit is an 
act of rebellion against God - and we alone are responsible for it. Further-
more, sin has taken root in our souls, and it constantly bears its bitter fruit 
in our lives. In thought, word and deed, sin brings nothing but evil into our 
lives.

The most important thing I can tell you, however, is this: Satan is a 
defeated foe - and so is the sin that resides in us! Yes, they are still active, 
but by His death and resurrection. Christ conquered them, bringing us 
forgiveness and new life. Don’t be a slave to Satan or sin any longer, but 
by faith commit your life to Christ and allow His Spirit to control you. Christ 
gives us hope - hope today, and hope for eternity.

Infant and fetus burial offers clues to ice age settlement
By Geoffrey Mohan
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

The curled-up bodies of a stillborn 
fetus and a 5-week-old infant buried 
in a dune beside an Alaska river are 
being hailed as the oldest known 

remains of Native Americans who 
crossed from Asia during the last 
ice age.

The two, who might have been 
related by blood or band member-
ship, had been buried side by side 

in a circular pit, along with carved 
hunting spears, several feet below 
a subsequent cremation of another 
child, according to a study published 
online Monday in the journal Pro-
ceedings of the National Academy 
of Sciences.

Carbon dating suggests all three 
died about 11,500 years ago, give 
or take a few years, during summer 
occupation of the Upward Sun River 
site along the Tanana River in cen-
tral Alaska, according to the study.

“This represents the oldest known 
human remains that have been 
found in northern North America 
— the arctic and sub-arctic,” said 
archaeologist Ben Potter of the 
University of Alaska, Fairbanks, lead 
investigator of the study.

The remains also represent the 
youngest-aged specimens and the 
only fetus to be unearthed in the 
region, according to the study. Both 
are presumed to be female, based 
on characteristics of the jaws and 
pelvis. The sex could not be deter-
mined from the scant remains of a 
cremated 3-year-old child discov-
ered in 2010 at a shallower level of 
the same pit.

The spear fore-shafts, shaped 
from antelope horns and decorated 
with abstract etchings, were in close 
contact with stone points that were 
beveled on both sides. They bear 
striking resemblances to imple-
ments found in northeast Asia, lend-
ing support to theories that the first 
occupants of North America crossed 
a land bridge across the Bering Sea 
when sea levels fell during the last 
ice age.

“The technology links Alaska and 
the Yukon territory with Asia,” Potter 
said. “It really looks Asian.”

Researchers say the two burials, 
along with a later one excavated 
from the same pit, offer intriguing 
clues to burial practices related to 
belief systems of the early ances-
tors of northern Native Americans.

The implements, which also 
included a knife-like blade, repre-
sented an investment in time and 
technology, and their burial presum-
ably would have been a relatively 
costly sacrifice.

There is a remote chance that 
the buried pair were twins — one 
stillborn, one surviving for sev-
eral weeks, Potter said. But DNA 
analysis has not been completed, 
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 Hollywood special effects, briefly
4 Did, but doesn’t now
10 1970s-’80s sketch comedy 
show
14 “Prince Valiant” prince
15 Brian McKnight/ Vanessa Wil-
liams duet with the line “It con-
quers all”
16 Chain with stacks
17 Wine enthusiast’s list of killer 

reds?
20 “I __ Symphony”: Supremes hit
21 Hoover underlings
22 Stands the test of time
25 Out to lunch, so to speak
28 Shed tears
29 Kaput
31 Mineo of film
32 Barcelona bar bites
34 Dust particle
36 Wine enthusiast’s “That’s how 

it goes”?
40 Bankrolls
41 Man-to-boy address
42 Feel ill
43 It’s saved in bits
44 Stinging insect
48 Effervesce, as some wine
52 Helter-__
54 “Uh-oh”
56 Sierra __: Freetown’s country
57 Wine enthusiast’s philosophy?
61 Champagne choice
62 First novel in Christopher 
Paolini’s Inheritance Cycle
63 Take steps
64 Eggs sprinkling
65 Levels of society
66 __ down the law

Down
1 Nut used in Asian cooking
2 Novelist Graham
3 Overrun
4 Arm bone-related
5 Lawn maker
6 Celebration time
7 Fall on __ ears
8 Choice piece
9 Singer K.T.
10 Judged, with “up”
11 Waters off Taiwan
12 Cargo unit
13 Cheney and Biden: Abbr.
18 Lost one’s temper
19 Sumac of Peru
23 Glimpse
24 __-Pei
26 Golfer Johnson
27 Antlered animal
30 Neighbor of Kobe and Kyoto
33 Mule parent
34 “Sammy the Seal” author Hoff
35 Cat burglar
36 Bon mot
37 Illicit
38 Google goals
39 Minn. neighbor
40 Scale notes
43 Hit the road
45 Like many a John Cage com-
position
46 Largest of New York’s Finger 
Lakes
47 Comely
49 Butler of fiction
50 Ornamental pond fish
51 Draws the short straw, say
53 Justice Kagan
55 Lasting mark
57 Lots of ozs.
58 Keogh plan kin
59 Ottoman dignitary
60 Sci-fi sidekick, often
(c)2014 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
CANOE  SLOOP  BARGE  FERRY  SKIFF  YACHT
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: CHAFE  EXULT  OPPOSE  QUAVER
Answer: What the foggy night gave the driver -- THE “CREEPS”

Bulletin  Horoscope
ARIES (March 21-April 19): 

Remember the old adage about 
being penny wise and pound foolish. 
Watch your pennies, be a stickler 
about details and respectful of your 
elders. Wait until after the middle of 
the week to slip into casual mode.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Be 

patient and understanding. Past 
problems, obligations or bills could 
show up to spoil your plans. Rela-
tionships may experience ups and 
downs but are sure to change for 
the better by the middle of the week.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
Create the illusion of success and 

it could become reality. Surround 
yourself with an aura of peace and 
serenity to attract more of the same. 
Hold off on initiating investments 
or contracts in the first half of the 
week.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
Contradictory attitudes and actions 

can be aggravating. You’ll be wise 
to avoid confrontations as this week 
unfolds. There are some opinions 
and beliefs that can never be proven 
as a fact one way or the other.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Keep all 
your ducks in a row. The first half 
of the week may require self-dis-
cipline, a responsible attitude and 
caution, but during the second half 
you can let your hair down and 
relax.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Elimi-
nate unnecessary misunderstand-
ings during the week ahead. You 
may not share the same spiritual 
or religious beliefs as others, so 
it’s wise to call a truce. Don’t be 
coerced into putting money on the 
line.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Be 
responsible but open minded. 
Having your nose to the grindstone 
may alert you to a need for new 
methods. Don’t let worries about 
money keep you from buying some-
thing you really need in the second 
half of the week.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
People don’t like to feel used. 
A significant relationship could 
experience tensions unless you 
consciously strive to make that spe-

cial someone feel loved. Remain 
respectful and don’t take anyone for 
granted in the week ahead.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Don’t fight city hall. A forgot-
ten bill or added expense in the 
early part of the week could fuel an 
unpleasant outburst. It’s futile to get 
upset by minor matters. Optimism 
returns by the middle of the week. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): Communicating clearly and 
effectively could bring a positive 
change in the week ahead. Appeal 
to someone’s inspirational side if 
you notice they have a tendency to 
get hot under the collar. Follow up 
on details.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Disapproval could temporarily block 
your way. Avoid criticism by getting 
organized in the beginning of the 
week. It’s easier to be successful if 
you start out from the comfort of an 
orderly office or home.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Communication makes all the 
difference. You know how to put 
an acceptable spin on events and 
ideas so they can be turned to your 
advantage. In the week ahead, be 
inspiring and paint pretty pictures 
with your words.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers
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