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Shopping 
locally dos 
and don’ts

Five ways seniors can minimize 
their annual property tax burdens
By Casey Whittington
Special to The Bulletin

As property values continue 
climbing across Texas, seniors 
need to take advantage of every 
possible way to minimize taxes on 
their home.

Five things they should do:
1. Every homeowner 65 or older 

should claim the Elderly Home-
stead Exemption. This knocks off 
$10,000 from the appraised value 
of the home for school taxes. This is 
in addition to the $25,000 home-
stead exemption (as of the Nov. 

3 election) available to all Texas 
homeowners. Local taxing entities, 
such as counties and cities, may 
be able to offer additional $3,000 
exemptions.

2. Explore various ways to pay 
property taxes. For those who can’t 
afford a lump sum, one-time pay-
ment, state law allows seniors to 
pay in four quarterly, equal install-
ments without penalties or interest. 
In some counties, the bill may also 
be split into two parts, with half 
due Nov. 30 and the remaining half 

(Continued on Page 6)

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

What you’re about to read is 
my annual pre-holiday take (or 
rant) of shopping locally, but not 
just anywhere locally.

Being part of the Brazoria 
County small 
business 
community, 
shopping 
locally is very 
important to 
The Bulletin 
because 
local busi-
nesses tend 
to advertise more in smaller 
papers. Their health reflects our 
health.

Our product is information, 
and it is supported mostly by 
local advertising. Among the 
national retailers, very few 
advertise their products locally. 
Most of them pay a percentage 
of their monthly gross to national 
advertising.

Here is why it is important that 
you support locally owned busi-

RAMBLINGS
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HARD TO UNDERSTAND WHY HE DUMPED HER: A woman 
whose boyfriend broke up with her by text as she walked down the 
street in Hong Kong threw an epic tantrum – thrashing about on the 
ground, doing headstands and screaming – that lasted for more than 90 
minutes. People tried to console her, but she batted them away. Finally, 
mental health professionals came and took her away.

COMFY AND IN A GOOD MOOD: A social worker was fired after she 
showed up to visit a client at a hospital in Scotland drunk and wearing 
pajamas.  

SO I FELT THAT POLICE INVOLVEMENT WOULD ONLY COMPLI-
CATE THINGS: A man with a long rap sheet, who ultimately crashed his 
car into a concrete barrier on Route 70 East, said he had a lot of good 
reasons for leading police on a chase through St. Ann, Mo., at speeds 
approaching 130 miles per hour. Number One: he was cheating on his 
girlfriend with his female passenger. Number Two: his driver’s license 
had been suspended. And Number Three: he had 10 bags of weed and 
a loaded gun in the car.

THE BEST GET-AWAY CAR EVER: A woman took a limousine to a 
sporting goods store in Rochester, Minn., where she shoplifted about 
$300 worth of merchandise, then called the limo to come pick her up.

FORGET THE PORRIDGE; GET ME A BEER: It was so hot in North 
Vancouver, British Columbia, that a bear came out of the woods and 
took a dip in a guy’s backyard swimming pool, followed by a relaxing 
soak in his hot tub.

WHY DO YOU SUSPECT ME? A nurse’s aide was arrested for steal-
ing $8,000 worth of jewelry from a patient at a Florida rehab facility, 
because she was wearing some of the stolen goods while she was 
being questioned by the cops.

I REALLY LIKE VISITING HERE: A man, who was seen on video-
tape burglarizing a McDonald’s in Cape Coral, Fla., was arrested after 
he returned to the restaurant a few days later and ordered food at the 
drive-thru window.

WHAT MAKES YOU THINK IT WAS ME? … OH, NEVER MIND: 
A woman threatened to shoot two people standing near an SUV in 
Allentown, Pa., at 3:30 in the morning. After a brief but spirited discus-
sion, she fired two shots into the vehicle and drove off, but not before 
one of her targets filmed her and her car with his cell phone, leading to 
her arrest.

WHAT ARE YA’ HIDIN’ THERE, LADDIE? DON’T BE SHY: Male staff 
members at a bar in Inverness, Scotland, have been forced to stop 
wearing kilts, because some female customers have groped them.

Alliance selects Sean Stockard for President/CEO
The Economic Development 

Alliance for Brazoria County (The 
Alliance) has appointed Sean 
Stockard to the position of Presi-
dent and Chief Executive Officer 
effective Dec. 7.

Stockard will replace retiring 
Alliance President & CEO Robert 
M. Worley, who served in the role 
since October 2007.

Mr. Stockard is the former 
President and CEO of the Taylor 
Economic Development Corpora-
tion in Taylor, Texas.  

Prior to that, he was President/
CEO of the Business Development 
Corporation of Vernon, Texas.  
He was also Director, Economic 
Transition of the Tri-City Industrial 
Development Council in Kenne-
wick, WA from 1996-2005.

Mr. Stockard has accomplished 

much in his years as an economic 
developer, and has been active 
outside of economic development 
in each community he has served.  

He has led business recruitment 
efforts, existing business retention 
and expansion programs, been 
instrumental in the creation of 
industrial parks, served on the For-
eign Trade Zone of Central Texas 
Board of Directors, served on the 
Temple College at Taylor Board of 
Directors, along with succeeding in 
millions of dollars of added payroll 
and tax base for each community 
he served.

“We are very pleased to have 
Sean as our new President and 
CEO,” said Earl Shipp, Chairman 
of the Board of Directors of The 
Alliance.  “He has a proven record 
of success in economic develop-

ment in multiple locations and 
extensive knowledge of Best Prac-
tices in Economic Development; all 
crucial to the continued success of 
The Alliance.”

“I am honored to have been 
selected to come lead the eco-
nomic development efforts of The 
Alliance,” said Sean.

  “I am looking forward to work-
ing with all the partners in Brazoria 
County and moving the region 
forward,” he added.

12/011/2015
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Why not try advertising in The Bulletin? If you are running 
ads somewhere else, you are paying more. You have nothing 
to lose and perhaps a lot to gain. Call (979) 849-5407 today to 
place an ad and realize the savings.

Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Our first impressions
Q. How early do we humans 

begin forming our “first impres-
sions”?  What are they likely to 
be?

A. Going by recent research, 
“the fetus uses its budding brain 
and senses to learn about itself 
and the outside world well before 
birth,” says Ferris Jabr in “Scientific 
American” magazine.  In one clas-
sic drawing, a fetus at 27 weeks 
is shown sucking one thumb and 
using its other hand to grasp onto 
the umbilical cord. 

In fact, as early as seven weeks 
after fertilization, fetuses start to 
move, swinging their umbilical 
cords, climbing the walls of the 
amniotic sac and sticking their limbs 
in their mouth. Their coordination 
improves as they grow.

By the 15th week, a fetus’s taste 
buds have formed, by the 24th 
week olfactory cells are working.  
Newborns show a preference for 
flavors and odors, such as garlic, 
anise and carrot, that they grew 

accustomed to in the womb.
Fetal hearing comes on between 

weeks 24-27.  Not only do fetuses 
learn the rhythm and intonation of 
their native language but they also 
pick up distinct words and syllables.  
Brain activity of newborns showed 
they “recognized three-syllable non-
sense words that had been repeat-
edly played in their environment 
prior to birth, whereas newborns 
never exposed to the words were 
indifferent.”

Of all the senses, vision takes 
the longest to mature: Not until its 
28th week does a fetus open its 
eyes, though it’s debatable what, if 
anything, it can see.

Shakey beer
Q. “How long do you have to 

wait after dropping a bottled beer 
before you can safely present 
it to a guest, and how did its 
internal pressure build up if the 
system is in equilibrium?,” asked 
“New Scientist” magazine of its 
readers.

A. The pressure inside is 
unchanged after a dropping or 
shaking, though tiny beer bubbles 
are now distributed throughout, 
answers Andrew Carruthers of 
Quebec, Canada.  When the bottle 
is opened, these bubbles serve as 
nucleation points for the dissolved 

carbon dioxide, which takes a lot 
of beer with it as it rushes out.  “It’s 
a terrible waste:  not only is good 
beer lost, but what remains is flat.”

Better to wait a bit before open-
ing -- long enough to allow the 
last, smallest bubbles to rise to the 
surface and burst harmlessly. The 
time required depends on how large 
and deep the bubbles are and how 
viscous is the beer.  

“In my experience, about 10 
minutes is normally enough,” 
Carruthers says.  However, a 
10-minute wait may be asking too 
much of a thirsty beer drinker, so far 
better is to place the bottle at the 
back of the refrigerator and take out 
another--with great care.”

Statistically insignificant?
Q. Back in the 1970s, right 

turns on red lights were legalized 
in all 50 states of the US, in an 
attempt to conserve fuel.  The 
guessing was that this would 
increase traffic accidents and 
pedestrian deaths, but statistical 
studies conducted at that time 
said otherwise. Why the gap?

A. There is no gap, says Alex 
Reinhart in “Statistics Done Wrong: 
The Woefully Complete Guide.”  
Allowing right turns on red does 
indeed increase traffic accidents 
and pedestrian deaths, but the 
problem is with the interpretation 
of “statistical significance.” For 
example, a study of 20 intersections 
in Virginia showed that before the 
change there were 308 accidents, 
while afterward there were 337 in 
a similar time span, meaning the 
number of accidents had increased 
by 29 (about 9%). 

But this was not deemed sta-
tistically significant based on the 
study’s overall criteria and relatively 
small size; other studies drew simi-
lar conclusions. 

Yet statistical insignificance does 
not equate to practical insignifi-
cance.  Later larger studies -- after 
the laws had become entrenched 
-- “showed that among incidents 
involving right turns, collisions 
were occurring roughly 20% more 
frequently, 60% more pedestrians 
were being run over, and twice as 
many bicyclists were being struck.” 
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)
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Deal of the week: Inexpensive 
advertising that works is our 
specialty. Call (979) 849-5407 and 
see for yourself.

Brazosport College, Dow Chemical Co. partner for $1.6 million job-training grant
Brazosport College recently 

partnered with Dow Chemical Co. 
to provide job-training for 763 new 
and incumbent workers using a 
$1,657,762 Skills Development 
Fund grant from the Texas Work-
force Commission (TWC).

The grant will benefit workers in 
the Workforce Solutions Gulf Coast 
area.

TWC Chairman Andres Alcantar 
presented a check to representa-
tives from Brazosport College 
and Dow Chemical Co. on Nov. 5 
during a ceremony at the BASF 
Center for Process Technology on 

the Brazosport College campus.
This grant will be used to 

provide customized training to 
763 new and incumbent workers 
for industry-related topics with 
focused instruction on industrial 
IT programming, control theory, 
electricity, chemical engineering, 
process technology, environmental 
and safety training. 

Trainees will include process, 
mechanical, electrical engineers, 
analyzer, process control and 
instrument technicians, scientists 
and operators.

Upon completion of training, the 
workers will receive an average 
wage of $36.31.

From left, Andres Alcantar, Texas Workforce Commission Chairman and Commissioner Representing the 
Public; Daniel Womack, Director of Governmental Affairs, Southwest Region, Dow Chemical Company; and 
Anne Bartlett, Brazosport College Vice President, Industry & Community Resources.
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(This column was prepared by the Social Security Administration. For fast answers 
to specific Social Security questions, contact Social Security toll-free at 800-772-
1213 or visit www.socialsecurity.gov.)

Do I have to wait a year to apply for disability?
SOCIAL SECURITY Q&A

Q: I heard that my disability must be expected to last at least 
one year to qualify for Social Security disability benefits. Does this 
mean I have to wait until I’ve been disabled an entire year before 
applying for disability?

A: No. If you believe your disability will last a year or longer, apply for 
disability benefits as soon as you become disabled. Processing your 
application can take an average of three-to-five months. If your applica-
tion is approved, we’ll pay your first Social Security disability benefits 
for the sixth full month after the date your disability began. For example, 
if your state agency decides your disability began on Jan. 15, we’ll pay 
your first disability benefit for the month of July. We pay in the month 
following the month for which benefits apply, so you’ll receive your July 
benefit payment in August.

For more information about Social Security disability benefits, refer to 
our publication, “Disability Benefits,” at www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs

Q: How do I apply for disability benefits? And, how long does it 
take to get a decision after I apply for disability benefits?

A: You can apply for disability benefits online at www.ssa.gov/
disabilityssi/apply.html

— the nature of your disability;
— how quickly we can get your medical evidence from your doctor or 

other medical source;
— whether it’s necessary to send you for a medical examination; and
— whether we review your application for quality purposes.
Learn your claim status at www.socialsecurity.gov/claimstatus.

Lou Hunter, U.S. Veteran, always collects pennies for AISD Central 
Elementary. Here he deposits them in a bank with the help of tellers. 
Pictured with Hunter are Elizabeth Meza and Lisette Smith.

Pennies from the heart
The ACC Can Feed the Hungry/

Alvin ISD Shellie Garza Memorial 
Food Drive is now under way, and 
volunteers are accepting donations. 
Can Feed the Hungry provides food 
for families in need and donations 
are distributed at the annual Break-
fast with Santa on Dec. 5.

The college is also working with 
the annual Toys for Tots toy drive by 
hosting several drop off locations on 

Can Feed the Hungry Food Drive underway in Alvin
campus.

The Can Feed the Hungry 
program works in partnership with 
Alvin ISD. Alvin ISD campuses also 
will be collecting food donations 
throughout November. A record 
amount of 14 tons was distributed 
to families in 2014. Volunteers will 
help sort and sack the food at the 
ACC gym from 2-7 p.m. on Dec. 
4. Breakfast with Santa and the 

food distribution will be from 7:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on Dec. 6 at the 
ACC Student Center, 3110 Mustang 
Road. Food also will be distributed 
at the New Hope Church, 3640 
County Road 58 in Manvel.

For more information, or to make 
a donation, or if a business would 
like for a donation box to be put in 
their location, contact Liz Sitta at 
(281) 756-3552.
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Christ is the only real treasure
My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Q: Is it wrong to be success-
ful and make lots of money and 
have nice things? My parents 
were always poor, and I don’t 
want to be like that if I can help 
it. But maybe God doesn’t want 
us to be successful. - M.M.

A: It’s not necessarily wrong in 
God’s eyes to be successful -- if 
we have the right motives. In fact, 
some of God’s most dedicated 
servants in the Bible were men 
and women who were financially 
successful -- people like Abraham, 
Job and Lydia. Jesus’ little band of 
disciples was supported financially 
by several people of wealth (see 
Luke 8:3).

At the same time, the Bible 
repeatedly warns us against greed 
and covetousness, which are sins. 
When things become more impor-
tant to us than God, we’re in grave 
spiritual and moral danger. Instead 
of controlling our money and using 

it for good, our money begins to 
control us and causes great harm. 
Jesus warned, “No one can serve 
two masters.... You cannot serve 
both God and money” (Matthew 6:
24). 

Greed not only hurts us, but it 
also makes us insensitive to the 
needs of others. Do you remember 
the story of King Ahab in the Old 
Testament? He already had all the 
wealth anyone could ever want, 
but he wanted more, and greedily 
coveted a vineyard belonging to 
a man named Naboth. Eventually 
he arranged for Naboth to be killed 
so he could get the vineyard. But 
Elijah condemned him: “You have 
sold yourself to do evil in the eyes 
of the Lord” (1 Kings 21:20). 

Don’t sell your soul to money or 
things. Instead, put your life and 
your abilities into Christ’s hands, 
and ask Him to use you for His 
glory. The greatest wealth we can 
ever have is a heart filled with 
Christ!

due June 30, without penalties or 
interest.

3. Before turning 65 and filing for 
the Elderly Homestead Exemption, 
seniors should protest the value 
of their home and get the value 
reduced as much as possible. Once 

they file for the Over 65 Exemp-
tion on school taxes, the assessed 
value of the home usually cannot 
be increased unless improvements 
to the property are made.

4. Seniors might also want to 
consider a tax deferral when they 
turn 65. In other words, stop paying 

property taxes by applying to the 
local appraisal district for a deferral.

If granted, a deferral means the 
homeowner who lives in the home 
is not required to pay any property 
taxes on it. But be aware: A defer-
ral means taxes still accrue even 
though you don’t have to pay them.  
The unpaid bill is also assessed 8 
percent annual interest. 

 When you die or no longer live 
in the home, your surviving spouse 
or heir may be responsible for back 
penalties or interest if the taxes 
remain unpaid 181 days after the 
deferral expires.  The exception is 
that if the surviving spouse is 55 or 
older, they can keep the deferral in 
place.

5. Those who inherit property 
should not put off paying any 
property taxes due. If the appraisal 
district discovers that the 65+ 
exemption remains in place the 
year after the property changes 
hands (and the new owner isn’t 
eligible), they will supplement the 
tax roll with the difference in taxes, 
and may assess back penalties and 
interest, if not paid quickly.
Casey Whittington, Senior Account 
Executive; CaseyW@thiswgroup.com; 
www.ThisWGroup.com; 210.904.1400 
ext. 3142

Five ways seniors can reduce their property tax burden
(Continued from Page 1)

My master has 50 Facebook 
friends, but I’m not one of them.
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To publicize your group or community event, please send 
your announcement to john.bulletin@gmail.com. 

Look for us on 
Facebook

nesses. It’s all about the money in 
your community.

“Dollars spent at community-
based merchants create a multiplier 
in the local economy, meaning that 
from each dollar spent at a local 
independent merchant, 2 to 3.5 
recirculates in the local economy 
compared to a dollar spent at 
chain-owned businesses. This ‘local 
multiplier effect’ means shifting 
more local purchasing to indepen-
dent businesses is a key tool for 
creating more local jobs,” according 
to amiba.net, the website of the 
American Independent Business 
Alliance.

Independently-owned local 
stores tend to hire local architects, 
consultants, contractors, and so on 
to start a business, and they make 

decisions on how to market the 
business on a local level, not some-
where at corporate headquarters

“In contrast, a new chain store 
typically is a clone of other units, 
eliminates the need for local plan-
ning, and uses a minimum of local 
goods and services. A company-
owned store’s profits promptly are 
exported to corporate headquar-
ters. That’s simply good, efficient 
business for them, but not so good 
for our communities,” according to 
AMIBA.

Big-box chain stores may create 
hundreds of jobs, but they also tend 
to destroy about as many because 
of the nature of their business, 
stated AMIBA.

Independents have the flexibility 
of finding new products and trying 
them out. If the product does well, 
they reorder and create a niche. 
Then the big box brings in the same 
products at a much reduced price. 
And, the independent retailer that 
developed the market for the prod-
uct is left holding the bag. 

It is very important that we all 

shop locally first, but it is equally 
important where we shop locally.

If you need hardware, check out 
family-owned local hardware and 
lumber stores. If they don’t carry 
the product, then go to the big box 
stores.

If you need a plumber or electri-
cian, look on your Chamber of 
Commerce’s business directory. 
That’s how I found a great plumber 
in Angleton.

If you like coffee, check out the 
independent coffee shops in your 
town.

If you like to eat out, include the 
locally owned restaurants in your 
rotation. 

If  locally owned and operated 
businesses don’t have what you 
need, then shop elsewhere in your 
community.

When you shop out of town, 
though, your sales tax dollars stay 
in that town. Your own town gets 
nothing. Sales tax is a big part of 
the income local jurisdictions rely 
on to finance things like police and 
fire protection, fixing streets and 
providing other services.

So, as the holiday season 
approaches, that’s the extent of 
my rambling this year on shopping 
locally, and where to shop locally. 
The rest is up to you. The more dol-
lars you leave at your local stores, 
the more your city prospers. The 
more sales tax a jurisdiction can 
project, the less money it needs in 
property taxes. 

I just got my property statement 
from the county. It’s not all that 
good. You all need to do some 
more local shopping.

Shopping locally has a big effect on your city’s health
(Continued from Page 1)

Did you know?
• Twins interact with each other in 

the womb as early as 14 weeks into 
the pregnancy.

• Forty percent of twins invent 
their own languages, which are 
called autonomous languages.

• The creator of ‘Flappy Bird’ 
hates his game, saying it “ruined” 
his “simple life.”

• Angelina Jolie was offered the 
opportunity to direct “Fifty Shades of 
Grey,” but she declined.

• Studies show that a person 
moving faster or slower than normal 
walking speed is viewed as less 
intelligent by those around them.
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Veterans Day Parade in Angleton

Hundreds of residents from all over Brazoria 
County line up to watch the Veterans Day 
Parade on Wednesday, Nov. 11.
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Alvin Community College hosts CIS After-School Event

Alvin Community College hosted Communities In Schools’ After-School Center’s Education Lights On, an 
event on Nov. 5. Students from several Alvin ISD campuses showcased their talents in demonstrations and 
skits. A teacher helps Communities in Schools students perform a science experiment.
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Did you know?

This November marks the fifth 
anniversary of The Wound Treat-
ment and Hyperbaric Center at 
Sweeny Community Hospital. Since 
the opening of the medical facil-
ity in 2010, the Center has been 
an integral component of wound 
treatment and patient healing in 
Brazoria County. 

“It seems like just yesterday 
that we first opened our doors to 
patients who needed our services,” 
says Pam McSweeney, Director of 
the Center. “Since that time, we’ve 
cared for more than 4,800 patient 
visits, helping with the treatment 

and management of their wounds.”
The Center specializes in the 

treatment of acute and chronic non-
healing wounds. Using advanced 
wound care techniques, the Center 
works with patients with wounds 
commonly caused by diabetes and 
circulatory conditions, pressure 
ulcers, bone infections, thermal 
burns, and delayed tissue healing 
caused by radiation cancer treat-
ments.

“Our services are really unique 
for a rural community, because we 
focus on early intervention when it 
comes to the treatment of wounds,” 

Pam McSweeney explains. “When 
we get involved early on, we are 
able to improve healing rates, and 
reduce amputations and disabili-
ties.”

Based on a physician directed 
and personalized approach to 
recovery, each patient case is part 
of an integral wound care manage-
ment program, which may include 
debridement and/or dressing 
changes.

“So often, just having someone 
who knows how to properly change 
bandages and dressings can make 
a huge difference in the recovery 
time of a wound,” Deborah Ortego, 
RN adds. “We’re here to use a 
variety of techniques to make the 
healing process as efficient as 
possible.”

The Center also features 
hyperbaric oxygen therapy, a 

non-invasive medical treatment 
that delivers 100 percent oxygen in 
chambers at pressures greater than 
the normal atmospheric pressure. 
The procedure is known to promote 
healing by increasing the oxygen 
concentration of the body at the 
cellular level.

Hyperbaric therapy is ideal for 
patients with chronic non-healing 
wounds, compromised skin grafts 
and flaps, gangrene, diabetic-
related wounds, surgical wound 
infections, venomous bites, among 
others. The treatment method 
includes bactericidal and bacte-
riostatic effects, anti-inflammatory 
factors, acceleration of revascular-
ization, and reduction of reperfusion 
injuries.

If you or someone you know suf-
fers from the pain or complications 
related to non-healing wounds, then 

the Wound Treatment and Hyper-
baric Center at Sweeny Community 
Hospital may be an option. For 
more information, please call (979) 
548-1542, no physician referral 
needed. 

Facility at Sweeny Community Hospital specializes in treatment and management of chronic wounds

• Modern people have, on aver-
age, fewer friends than people did 
decades ago.

• Whitney Houston holds the 
record for the only artist to chart 
seven consecutive number one 
Billboard Hot 100 hits.

• Women are less likely than men 
to commit to a long-term relation-
ship, according to a survey.

• Twins interact with each other in 
the womb as early as 14 weeks into 
the pregnancy.
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Seattle’s Gum Wall steamed away, but memories live
By Maria L. La Ganga
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

SEATTLE — With a loud, hot 
burst of steam — 260 degrees 
Fahrenheit or so — a generation’s 
worth of history began oozing away 
recently.

A million pieces of chewed gum, 
along with the germs from a million 
mouths, some healthier than others. 
The brightly colored backdrop for 
countless photographs — selfies, 
wedding shots, yes, even baby 
announcements.

The great Seattle Gum Wall 
began sliding down Post Alley, 
taking millions of memories along 
with it.

Two workers in white protective 
gear did the dirty deed, the first 
spraying hot steam onto the aged 
brick, the second scraping off soft-
ened gum with a rake. A generator 
hummed. Steam hissed and bil-
lowed. Clumps of gum fell with the 
soft patter of rain.

A blast of stale mint filled the 
dark little alley in Seattle’s historic 

Pike Place Market, mingling with an 
unidentifiable fruit smell. History’s 
perfume, at least here.

“Awww,” proclaimed one pass-
erby as Emerald City’s weirdest 
landmark began melting away. 
“Goodbye!”

Nostalgic fans began a bizarre 
pilgrimage more than a week before 
the Gum Wall’s demise. Kymberly 
Dempsey of nearby Snohomish, 
Wash., yanked her four children out 
of school  so they wouldn’t miss this 
critical moment.
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SIDELINE CHATTER
   The fire in Firebirds
The owner of major junior 

hockey’s Flint (Mich.) Firebirds, 
apparently unhappy with his 
son’s playing time, fired the 
team’s entire coaching staff.

All 24 players then walked into 
Rolf Nilsen’s office, threw down 
their jerseys and quit.

Including Nilsen’s son.
Coincidentally, this all hap-

pened right after a win — on 
Family Night.

Less than 24 hours later, 
Nilsen was scrambling to rehire 
the coaches and woo the players 
back.

         NFL headlines
—At Fark.com: “While you 

were courageously working 
on Monday with a paper cut, 
Andrew Luck was working on 
Sunday with an abdominal tear 
and lacerated kidney.”

—At SportsPickle.com: “Roger 
Goodell bans public from sharing 
photos or video of NFL player 
victims without league’s express, 
written consent.”

                Oops
Whoever designed the 

Washington Nationals’ upcoming 
calendar mistakenly put Fenway 
Park on the cover of it.

So credit the Nats with the 
first error of the 2016 baseball 
season.

      Mixed messages
“So between all the pink-

gear support for breast-cancer 
awareness and then the players’ 
union’s defense of Dallas’ Greg 
Hardy,” pointed out comedy 
writer Alex Kaseberg, “I take it 
the NFL stance is somewhere 
around: ‘It’s OK to beat women; 
they just don’t want them to get 
cancer’?”

     Tweet of the Week
From the Oxford (Miss.) Police 

Department, after Ole Miss’ 
53-52 upset loss last Saturday: 
“Asking us to kick the Arkansas 
QB out of the stadium is not a 
legit reason to dial 911.”

      No Kodak moment
Bengals linebacker Vontaze 

Burfict grabbed a TV camera 
and threw it to the ground while 
chasing a play out of bounds 
during last week’s win over the 
Browns.

‘My All American’ tells tragic tale
By Cary Darling
Fort Worth Star-Telegram (TNS)

Another weekend, another Texas 
football movie.

Hot on the heels of “Carter 
High,” the story of the champion-
ship Dallas high school of the ‘80s, 
comes “My All American,” another 
ripped-from-real-life Lone Star 
gridiron saga. Directed and written 
by Angelo Pizzo and shot all over 
Texas (including Fort Worth’s Amon 
G. Carter Stadium and Dallas’ 
Cotton Bowl), “My All American” 
is an exceedingly well-crafted, 
if straightforward, guy-cry biopic 
about the tragic life of Freddie 
Steinmark, the celebrated Univer-
sity of Texas player who lost his 
battle against bone cancer at the 
way-too-young age of 22.

Finn Wittrock (“American Horror 
Story”) is Steinmark, a kid who 
made up for his small size on the 
field with grit and determination. 
That’s what made him a star at 
his high school in Wheat Ridge, 
Colo., and what sparked interest in 
Texas coach Darrell Royal (Aaron 
Eckhart), who recruited him for 

the Longhorns. Steinmark quickly 
proved himself to be one of Royal’s 
most valuable players — smart, 
nimble, strong and blessed with a 
go-for-it attitude.

Based on Jim Dent’s book, 
“Courage Beyond the Game: The 
Freddie Steinmark Story,” the film 
doesn’t offer any surprises as it 
marches to its weepy conclusion. 
But along the way it showcases 
some fine performances and a few 
bone-crushingly well-staged games.

“My All American” will revive 
bittersweet memories for those 
who knew Steinmark and just 
might make those who didn’t wish 
they had. Like they used to say in 
“Friday Night Lights”: “clear eyes, 
full hearts, can’t lose.”

3.5 out of 5 stars
Rated: PG (thematic elements, 

mild language, brief partial nudity)

MOVIE
REVIEW
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History of 
the World

By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Nov. 16: ON THIS DATE in 
1864, Union Gen. William T. 
Sherman and his troops began 
their destructive “March to the 
Sea” during the Civil War. In 
1933, the United States and the 
Soviet Union established diplo-
matic relations.

Nov. 17: ON THIS DATE in 
1558, Elizabeth I ascended to the 
English throne upon the death of 
Queen Mary. In 1869, the Suez 
Canal in Egypt opened.

Nov. 18: ON THIS DATE in 
1307, Swiss patriot William Tell 
was forced to shoot an apple 
off his son’s head after refus-
ing a tyrant’s order to salute an 
Austrian hat planted on a pole in 
the town square. In 1966, Roman 
Catholic bishops in the United 
States rescinded the church rule 
against eating meat on Fridays 
as a way of commemorating the 
death of Christ.

Nov. 19: ON THIS DATE in 
1493, Christopher Columbus 
discovered Puerto Rico on his 
second voyage to the New 
World. In 1863, President Lincoln 
delivered his famous Gettysburg 
Address on the site of the Civil 
War battlefield in Pennsylvania.

Nov. 20: ON THIS DATE in 
1945, 24 Nazi leaders went on 
trial before an international war 
crimes tribunal in Nuremberg, 
Germany. In 1998, 46 states 
embraced a $206 billion settle-
ment with cigarette makers over 
the costs of treating sick smok-
ers.

Nov. 21: ON THIS DATE 
in 1877, Thomas Edison 
announced the invention of his 
phonograph. In 1980, 87 people 
died in a fire at the MGM Grand 
Hotel-Casino in Las Vegas.

Nov. 22: ON THIS DATE in 
1963, President Kennedy was 
shot to death by sniper Lee 
Harvey Oswald, according to 
official accounts, while riding in 
a motorcade in Dallas during 
his re-election campaign. British 
writers C.S. Lewis and Aldous 
Huxley also died the same day. 
In 1977, regular passenger ser-
vice on the supersonic Concorde 
jetliner between Europe and the 
United States began.

Answer to last week’s ques-
tion: This week in 1867, Swed-
ish chemist and engineer Alfred 
Nobel invented the explosive 
dynamite. It brought him fame, 
fortune - and a certain amount 
of guilt. He used part of his vast 
new wealth to endow the Nobel 
Prizes.

This week’s question: In 1619, 
what holiday was celebrated for 
the first time in America?

‘The 33’ is a formulaic telling of an amazing story
By Michael Phillips
Chicago Tribune (TNS)

Going into “The 33,” we know a 
few things. We know it’ll be tense, 
and largely subterranean. We know 
it’s a bad-news/good-news story, 
in that order, about the 2010 mine 
explosion and cave-in stranding 33 
workers for 69 excruciating days 
in the depths of a gold and copper 
mine in Chile’s Atacama Desert.

The ordeal and eventual rescue 
of all 33 became the stuff of grip-
ping reality television around the 
world. Mining is innately risky work, 
especially in mines with lousy safety 
records; here was a story revealing 
that danger, with a happy ending.

“The 33” dramatizes and largely 
falsifies that reality, with a frustrat-
ingly blurred sense of the conflicts 
below and above ground.

The film comes from the Hector 
Tobar nonfiction account “Deep 
Down Dark,” which is the best place 
to start with this story. The script 
by Mikko Alanne, Craig Borten and 
Michael Thomas, from a story by 
Jose Rivera, introduces the various 
miners at an outdoor retirement 
party. Antonio Banderas, top billed, 
plays Mario Sepulveda, the natural 
spark plug and ringleader, aka 
“Super Mario.” 

“The 33” soon becomes a tale 
of two makeshift villages. After the 
cave-in, with the men below exist-
ing, barely, on spoonfuls of canned 
tuna and water, the workers’ 
families and supporters establish 
“Campamento Esperanza,” a tent 
city whose unofficial matriarch, aka 
“La Alcaldesa” or “The Mayoress,” 
is Maria Segovia, played by Juliette 

Binoche.
This brings us to the question 

of the primary language spoken 
in “The 33,” aka “English.” With 
the French native Binoche as an 
empanada seller and fiery con-
science, with Irish-born Gabriel 
Byrne as engineer Andrew Sougar-
ret, with Brazil’s Rodrigo Santoro as 
the dashing young Chilean minister 
of mines, finding a common lan-
guage was never as crucial as 
finding a common performance 
arena for such disparately talented 
people.

 If the script weren’t so formulaic, 
you wouldn’t think twice about the 
origins of all these highly skilled 
actors. As is, though, the talented 
Mexican-born director Patricia 
Riggen (“Under the Same Moon,” 
“Girl in Progress”) is stuck with one 
pedestrian dramatic vignette after 
another. 

What these men endured is 
remarkable, and the logistics of the 
rescue are remarkable as well. “The 
33” settles for an unremarkable 
chronicle of that endurance test.

‘THE 33’
2 stars
MPAA rating: PG-13 (for a disas-

ter sequence and some language)
Running time: 2:05

MOVIE
REVIEW
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Ones calling the shots?
5 Rock blasters
9 Californie, for one
13 Apple variety
14 Goal for a runner
15 Renaissance painter Veronese
16 Deep-sea creature, literally
18 Mozart’s “King of Instruments”
19 Seat of Dallas County, Alabama
20 Alternative strategies, literally

22 Churchill, for one
24 “Who, me?”
25 1,000 G’s
27 Goes out for a bit?
30 Fusion, for one
35 Receptionist on “The Office”
37 It’s frowned upon
39 Yellowish tone
40 Infomercial offers, literally
43 Time to say “ÁFeliz a-o nuevo!”
44 Pioneers’ journey, say

45 Unpopular spots
46 Buck
48 1980s surgeon general
50 Dennings of “Thor”
51 __ lane
53 “Who, me?”
55 Toddler’s transport, literally
61 Alley wanderers
64 Certain Middle Easterner
65 Preflight purchase, literally
67 Pirouette, essentially
68 Settled down
69 “Truth in Engineering” automaker
70 First place?
71 Bothersome parasites
72 Block (up)

DOWN
1 Steals, with “off”
2 Former “Fashion Emergency” host
3 Surface fractures
4 Blockhead
5 Fire proof
6 Courses taken consecutively?
7 Depressing atmosphere
8 Energy
9 “Downton Abbey” title
10 Draped garment
11 The first “A” in A.A. Milne
12 Piles
15 Michael Jackson, e.g.
17 Tip off
21 One on the other side
23 Half a philosophical duality
25 “The Seven-Per-Cent Solution” 
author Nicholas
26 Adler of Sherlock Holmes lore
28 Look down
29 Snideness
31 Numerical prefix
32 “Look at this!”
33 Battleground
34 Start over, in a way
36 Sushi seaweed
38 Layered snack
41 Venue involving a lot of body 
contact
42 “Right Now (Na Na Na)” artist
47 Rogers Centre team, on score-
boards
49 Majestic display
52 Like some popular videos
54 Big brass
55 “Heavens to Betsy!”
56 Crossword component
57 Collapsed
58 Aware of
59 Where many subs are assem-
bled
60 Really, really cool
62 Stir
63 Pass over
66 Downed
(c)2015 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
TAFT  ADAMS  TYLER  WILSON  REAGAN  TRUMAN  MADISON
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: AFOOT  WHEAT  CASHEW  GHETTO
Answer: At Christmastime, Santa ho-ho-hos. In the summer, he -- HOE-HOE-HOES

ARIES (March 21-April 19): You 
may enjoy being part of a network 
of friends. You will shine in group 
settings as this week unfolds. At 
some point, however, you may find 
that these activities distract you 
from work.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): You 

have both feet on the ground and 
a clear purpose. When your mate 
or a friend decides to take a new 
course you can offer support and 
sound guidance. Be true blue in the 
week ahead.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): An 
arrow can only be launched if it is 

first drawn backwards. Be gener-
ous and compassionate towards 
those who seem to be going the 
wrong way. Someone close may 
reach their target this week.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
Explore the benefits of taking an 
unconventional approach this 

week. Be original and resource-
ful when dealing with a financial 
matter, starting a new study, or 
beginning a creative project.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Being 
popular and trustworthy may 
dominate your thinking. In the week 
ahead you can gain attention and 
make new friends through network-
ing and sharing your open-minded 
outlook with others.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
You can travel far this week. Your 
journey, however, may only be of 
the mind, or vicariously through the 
experiences of a close friend or 
partner. Focus on learning some-
thing new and worthwhile.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): You 
may be idealistic about your pos-
sessions. You could be tempted 
to change what you have or how 
you handle your finances in the 
week ahead. Focus on working to 
deserve what you earn.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Change is in the air. Your trust-
worthiness is highlighted. You can 
allow your creative side to flourish 
during the week ahead although 
you might be wise to pinch a few 
pennies in the process.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 

21): You may work harder than 
usual in the week to come. 
However, it might just seem that 
way due to low energy levels or 
emotional drains that stem from a 
trying family situation.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Some things may not manifest 
quite in the way that you expect 
as this week commences. If you 
adapt, however, you will find a 
silver lining or a way to transform a 
problem into a benefit.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18): You can purposefully make 
progress this week. By making 
intelligent choices, and not giving 
in to unfounded fears, you can 
make changes that revitalize your 
financial situation.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Draw attention to yourself. In the 
week ahead your commitment to a 
cause or personal charms can earn 
kudos. By demonstrating trustwor-
thiness you can erase someone’s 
doubts or fears.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

Bulletin  Horoscope
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