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NASA Astronaut and Navy Seal 
Chris Cassidy recently appeared 
at the Brazosport College Foun-
dation’s first Women’s Lecture 
Luncheon Series of the year.

During the luncheon on Oct. 15 
at the Dow Academic Center on the 
Brazosport College campus, Com-
mander Cassidy detailed his many 
experiences, which included living 
and working on the International 
Space Station for five months. 
During his NASA career, Cassidy 
completed six spacewalks, totaling 
31 hours, 14 minutes and accumu-
lated 182 days in space. 

Before becoming an astronaut, 
Cassidy served 10 years as a Navy 
Seal, with four six-month deploy-
ments, two to Afghanistan and two 
to the Mediterranean.

The Women’s Lecture Lun-
cheon Series is a series of events 
intended to help promote cultural 
enrichment for all women hosted by 
the Brazosport College Foundation.

This year’s Women’s Lecture 
Luncheon Series has two more 
events scheduled, with Boston Mar-
athon bombing survivor Rebekah 
Gregory on Feb. 11, followed by 
child abduction victim Elizabeth 
Smart on April 7.

For more information about the 
Women’s Lecture Luncheon Series, 
call (979) 230-3496.   

Astronaut Cassidy speaks at Women’s Lecture Luncheon 

Astronaut Chris Cassidy recently spoke at a Women’s Lecture Luncheon 
Series event at the Dow Academic Center at Brazosport College. Pictured 
are, from left, Brazosport College Foundation Development Officer 
Kristen Schwertner, NASA Astronaut Chris Cassidy and Brazosport 
College Vice President, College Advancement Serena Andrews.
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Why not try advertising in The Bulletin? If you are running 
ads somewhere else, you are paying more. You have nothing 
to lose and perhaps a lot to gain. Call (979) 849-5407 today to 
place an ad and realize the savings.

Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

25 BY 25
Q. Its motto is “25 by 25.”  

Whose motto is this, and what 
are its goals?  Are you affected 
by them?

A. It’s the 2012 stated goal of the 
World Health Organization, aiming 
to “change behaviors in such a 
way as to prevent noncommuni-
cable diseases (NCDs),” thereby 
reducing annual global mortality 
25% in 2025, say Dave Chokshi 
and Thomas Farley in “Science” 
magazine.  

The targeted population is adults 
30-70 years old; the targeted NCDs 
are cardiovascular and chronic 
pulmonary diseases, cancer and 
diabetes; and the targeted risk 
factors are tobacco use, unhealthy 
diet, lack of physical activity and 
misuse of alcohol.  

Various studies have indicated 
that NCD prevention is particularly 
effective through population-based 
approaches, using “public policies 
such as taxes, worksite bans, and 
counter-advertising to shape the 

environment.”  
In Turkey and Uruguay, for 

example, tobacco use has declined 
sharply, and Finland has seen a 
reduction in cardiovascular disease 
based on improvements in diet.  

Plus, these “population-based 
approaches to change behaviors 
are often more cost-effective than 
individual interventions... since it 
can be far less expensive to alter 
an environmental element to which 
many people are exposed.”

More work on strategies for 
reducing overweight and obesity is 
still needed on the world’s way to 
“25 by 25.”

Polar bears and dolphins
Q. Polar bears and dolphins 

are two of the world’s most loved 
animals.  How do they feel about 
each other?

A. Evidence is that it’s a bear-eat-
dolphin world when the opportunity 
presents itself, as the bears have 
been spotted eating dolphins prob-
ably trapped below the sea ice and 
caught when they surfaced for air, 
reports “New Scientist” magazine. 

It was April 2014 that Jon Aars 
of the Norwegian Polar Institute 
and his team “stumbled across a 
bear with two dead white-beaked 
dolphins, a species no one had 
ever seen the bears preying upon 

before.” 
Probably the predator used a 

similar technique as for killing seals.  
Though most of one dolphin had 
already been eaten, the second 
one was largely intact, so the bear 
utilized the natural freezer of snow, 
storing the rest of its catch.  Yet 
“hiding leftovers is rare in polar 
bears,” Aars says.

Later in the same area, the team 
observed five other polar bears 
feeding on dead dolphins, “probably 
from the same pod, which became 
trapped among the ice by strong 
northerly winds.”

Place names
Q. “Toponyms” combine 

“topos” (place) and “onoma” 
(name) to signify words derived 
from place names, such as 
“antimacassar,” “charlatan,” 
“podunk” and “spaniel.”  Can 
you define these terms and iden-
tify their place of origin?  Think 
Indonesia, Italy, USA and Spain.

A. “Antimacassar” is a covering 
on the back of a seat used as pro-
tection from hair oil, dirt, etc, says 
Anu Garg on his “A.Word.A.Day” 
web site.  It comes from “anti,” or 
“against,” and “Macassar oil,” a 
hair oil made with ingredients from 
Macassar, a city in Indonesia.

Look to Italy for the source of 
“charlatan,” from “ciarlatana,” or 
“cerretano,” an inhabitant of the 
Umbrian village known for its 
quacks.  Add in the Italian “ciarlare” 
(to chatter) and the word suggests 
someone claiming false expertise 
who’s prone to chattering.

“Podunk,” a river and a native 
tribe in Connecticut, gives its name 
to “a small and unimportant town,” 
earliest documented use in 1657.

Finally, “spaniel,” combining Old 
French “espaignol” (for Spanish 
dog) and “Hispana” (Spain), refers 
to a breed of dogs with long droop-
ing ears and a silky coat but also to 
“a submissive or fawning person.” 

Credit Shakespeare for incor-
porating both meanings into these 
lines from “A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream”:  

“Helena:  I am your spaniel. And 
Demetrius, 

The more you beat me, I will 
fawn on you.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)
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RAMBLINGS: The story of how I went from measuring TV screen sizes in inches to feet
By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

In 1970, when we had our brand 
new color television set delivered, 
I looked at the 25-inch screen and 
that NBC peacock and thought 
in my childish head that this is as 
good as it gets.

I watched cartoons and movies 
in “living color” that I never thought 
a TV screen could generate, or that 
we could afford one that did. Con-
sidering it had vacuum tubes inside, 
that set lasted a pretty long time 
without having to be repaired.

Things have changed a little 

since then, but for many years, the 
25-inch (diagonally-measured) TV 
was about as good as it got.

I was reminiscing to whoever 
wanted to listen about that TV, as 
I unpacked a brand new HD video 
projector just delivered to my front 
door. 

Ever since we bought that old 
TV back in 1970, I always wanted 
a bigger screen, and then even 
bigger. 

In the movie “The Aviator,” 
Howard Hughes (Leonardo 
DiCaprio) had an entire movie the-
ater to himself, with a big screen, 
in front of which he wandered aim-
lessly, looking like one sick dude. 
But I thought it was pretty cool that 
Hughes got to watch this huge 
screen all day long. 

I have been buying flat screen 
TVs, but the bigger ones, like the 

72-inch, or the 90-inch, cost more 
than I want to pay. I didn’t want to 
measure the screen size in inches, 
but in feet.

So, I started looking at projectors, 
which are less expensive than the 
big screen TVs.

I spent hours looking through the 
different makes and models, and 
then put in my order for a no-name 
brand made in China and shipped 
from a warehouse in California.

And, as I talked about my first 
color TV, I hooked this moving pic-
tures machine up and turned it on.

The entire wall became a big 
HD TV set, 11 feet (measured 
diagonally). I felt like Clark Griswold 
in “Christmas Vacation” when he 
turned on the lights decorating his 
house.

That is some picture, I remarked 
as we watched the Houston Cougar 

football game. 
And then there is the new-fan-

gled invention called the XBox that 
my son hooked up to the projector, 
turning the entire wall into a big 
video game. 

You know what I’m thinking? I 
asked my wife. She said no. 

I’m thinking that while this is a 
great picture, I’m kind of getting 

used to it. I found a projector that  
has an even stronger lamp, and it’s 
not much more than this one.

There is only one problem. We’re 
limited physically by the size of the 
living room wall.

You know what I’m thinking? 
I asked her again. She said no, 
again.

We need a bigger house.
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(This column was prepared by the Social Security Administration. For fast answers 
to specific Social Security questions, contact Social Security toll-free at 800-772-
1213 or visit www.socialsecurity.gov.)

When should I apply for my benefits?
SOCIAL SECURITY Q&A

Q: How far in advance should I apply for Social Security retire-
ment benefits?

A: You should apply three months before you want your benefits 
to start. Even if you aren’t ready to retire, you should still sign up for 
Medicare three months before your 65th birthday. When you’re ready 
to apply for retirement benefits, use our online retirement application 
for the quickest, easiest and most convenient way to apply. Find it at 
www.socialsecurity.gov/retire

Q: I heard that my future Social Security benefits are based on my 
earnings, and I want make sure my earnings have been accurately 
documented. How can I do this?

A: Your online Social Security Statement gives you secure and 
convenient access to your earnings records. It also shows esti-
mates for retirement, disability and survivors benefits. Get started at 
www.socialsecurity.gov/myaccount

A few tips to help you shop for a new marketplace plan
By Mary Agnes Carey
Kaiser Health News (TNS)

Open enrollment for the health 
law’s 2016 marketplace plans 
begins Sunday, and federal officials 
caution consumers to check out 
premium prices because in many 
places they may be higher. But 
officials are planning to offer new 
features to make the process faster 
and smoother for consumers.

They can already do some 
window-shopping for plans 
on the federal marketplace at 
www.healthcare.gov

Additional tools to show if a par-
ticular plan includes a consumer’s 
doctor and what drugs are covered 
under an insurer’s list of approved 
drugs are still being tested and 
will debut later, officials at the 
Department Of Health And Human 
Services say.

The 2010 health law requires 
most Americans to have insurance 
or pay a fine. Starting Sunday, con-
sumers who do not get coverage 
through their work can begin signing 
up for next year’s plans on federal 
or state marketplaces. Subsidies 
are available to help many people 
afford coverage. Medicaid enroll-
ment can occur throughout the year, 

and Medicare has its own enroll-
ment period.

So far, 17.6 million uninsured 
people have gained coverage since 
the law was created, according to 
an HHS analysis.

HHS Secretary Sylvia M. Burwell 
told reporters earlier in October 
that the agency is aiming to have 
about 10 million people paying for 
exchange coverage by the end of 
2016 — a goal she described as 
“strong and realistic.”

That is also about a million 
sign-ups more than expected by 
the end of this year and half of 
the Congressional Budget Office’s 
June projection of 20 million health 
law enrollees in 2016. Burwell has 
acknowledged that the next enroll-
ment period will be challenging and 
that those still uninsured will be 
tougher to reach than those who 
have enrolled in the first two years 
of the marketplaces.

Here’s what you need to know for 
the coming enrollment period.

I enrolled on healthcare.gov last 
year. Do I have to do it again?

If you take no action, you will 
generally be re-enrolled in your 
current plan, or if it is not available, 
something similar. But since some 
plans have changed and new plans 
are coming on the market, federal 
officials are encouraging people to 
go back on healthcare.gov to com-
pare benefits and prices instead of 
relying on the automatic renewal. 
You should also update your 

income information to find out if you 
qualify for financial help to pur-
chase coverage and to make sure 
you receive the correct amount. 
That’s because your subsidies can 
vary based on changing premium 
prices in the market. If your subsidy 
is too high, you’ll have to pay it 
back at tax time.

States running their own 
exchanges will make individual 
decisions about how they are han-
dling automatic re-enrollment.

Consumers will have until Jan. 
31 to sign up, but if you want your 
coverage to renew or begin by 
Jan. 1, you’ll have to complete 
your application by Dec. 15.

Some plans that were available 
last year may not be offered for 
2016 because the health insurer 
decided not to sell the policy 
again.
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

With God’s help, you can reach out to others
My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Q: I go to church regularly, but 
I’m very shy, so I never talk to 
anyone or try to make friends. I 
wish I wasn’t this way. Why didn’t 
God make me friendly and outgo-
ing, like other people? - L.J.

A: We’re all different - from dif-
ferent faces to different personali-
ties - and as I’ve sometimes said, 
the world would certainly be boring 
if we were all exactly alike! I don’t 
know why God made us this way, 
but He did, and He loves us in 
spite of our differences.

Instead of spending all your 
energy, therefore, wishing you 
were someone else, ask God to 
help you become the person He 
wants you to be. To put it another 
way, God doesn’t want you to 
remain withdrawn and friendless; 
not only will you hurt yourself, but 
you’ll also hurt others by never 
reaching out to help and encour-

age them. Instead, He wants to 
help you, little by little, to overcome 
your shyness and enjoy the com-
pany of others.

First, commit your life to Jesus 
Christ, asking Him to forgive your 
sins and come to live within you 
by His Spirit. Then ask Him to help 
you be less concerned about your-
self, and more concerned about 
others and their needs. In addition, 
the next time you attend church, 
ask God to help you speak to just 
one person, even if it’s only a brief 
greeting or a comment about the 
service. Over time, you’ll find this 
comes naturally.

In addition, ask God to show 
you ways to help others through 
your church - volunteering in the 
nursery, for example, or visiting 
people in nursing homes. The Bible 
says, “The Spirit God gave us does 
not make us timid, but gives us 
power, love and self-discipline” (2 
Timothy 1:7).

Volkswagen adds to list of cars with defeat devices
dpa (TNS)

HANOVER, Germany — Emis-
sions irregularities have been found 
in an additional 800,000 Volkswa-
gen cars, representing an economic 
risk to Europe’s biggest carmaker of 
about $2.2 billion (2 billion euros), 
the German company said Tuesday.

The scandal, which broke in 

September, had already affected 11 
million cars with diesel engines that 
were installed with software that 
showed lower-than-actual emis-
sions of nitrogen oxide.

The latest problems  for the first 
time concern petrol-run engines 
and the incorrect measurement of 
carbon dioxide output.

The latest revelations in the 
scandal came a day after U.S. 
environmental officials charged that 
the cheating scheme included more 
cars with larger engines than previ-
ously thought.

Volkswagen had set aside 6.7 
billion euros to cover the costs of 
the scandal and had reported its 
first quarterly loss in more than 20 
years.

The latest problems were uncov-
ered during an internal investiga-
tion, said the carmaker, based in 
the northern city of Wolfsburg.

Most of the 800,000 cars have 
diesel motors. Those that are 
affected are Volkswagen Polos, 
Golfs and Passats, Audi A1 and A3 
models, Skoda Octavias, and Seat 
Leons and Ibizas, a Volkswagen 
spokesman said.

But petrol-run engines with cylin-
der cut-offs are also affected albeit 
a small number, he said.

The scandal cost chief executive 
Martin Winterkorn his job. His suc-
cessor, Matthias Mueller, promised 
a “relentless and thorough” inves-
tigation.

“This is a painful process, but for 
us, there is no alternative,” he said 
after the latest revelations. “The 
only thing that counts for us is the 
truth. That is what is required for 
the fundamental realignment that 
Volkswagen needs.”

He spoke after Volkswagen’s 
stock fell 1.5 per cent Tuesday 
(Nov. 3) to close at 111 euros over 
the accusations by U.S. environ-
mental authorities.

The Environmental Protec-
tion Agency said Monday that 
VW’s efforts to mislead regulators 
extended to 3-liter diesel engines 
equipped with the exhaust-cheating 
software.

The EPA’s earlier allegations 
focused on certain models of a 
2-liter engine.

The EPA said the new suspected 
defeat device was installed in 
certain VW, Audi and Porsche light-
duty 3-liter diesel vehicles for model 
years 2014 through 2016. 
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To publicize your group or community event, please send 
your announcement to john.bulletin@gmail.com. 

Look for us on 
Facebook

Unemployment rate expected to drop under 5% in Oct.
By Jim Puzzanghera
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

WASHINGTON — Private-
sector job growth slowed slightly in 
October but still posted a solid gain 
of about 182,000 net new posi-
tions, payroll firm Automatic Data 
Processing Inc. said Wednesday.

The figure was down from 
190,000 net new jobs created the 
previous month. ADP initially had 
estimated job gains of 200,000 in 
September but revised that down 
on Wednesday.

Still, the private-sector labor 
market is performing well in the 
face of lower oil prices and a global 
economic slowdown that have 
hurt energy and manufacturing 
companies, said Mark Zandi, chief 
economist of Moody’s Analytics, 
which assists ADP in preparing the 

report.
“The economy is creating close 

to 200,000 jobs per month,” he 
said. “Job gains are broad-based 
with energy and manufacturing 
alone subtracting from the top line.”

ADP’s data is watched closely 
as an early signal of overall job 
growth ahead of the government’s 
job report.

Economists expect the Labor 
Department to report Friday that 
the U.S. added 190,000 net new 
private- and public-sector jobs in 
October. That would be a significant 
improvement over the lackluster 
142,000 net new jobs added the 
previous month.

The unemployment rate in Octo-
ber is expected to tick down to 5 
percent, the lowest since 2008.

Federal Reserve policymakers 
have hinted they could raise a 
key interest rate in December and 
that the jobs reports the next two 
months will be a major factor in 
their decision.

ADP said goods-producing com-
panies added 24,000 net new jobs 

last month, the most since January.
The construction industry con-

tinued to post strong gains, adding 
35,000 net new jobs in October, 
after a 34,000 gain the previous 
month.

The manufacturing sector shed 
2,000 jobs last month, but that was 
an improvement over the 17,000 
net job losses in September, ADP 
said.

20th Century Fox 
World set to open 
in Dubai in 2018
By Hugo Martin
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

LOS ANGELES — The latest 
theme park project to be built 
abroad by a U.S. media giant will 
be in Dubai and will feature attrac-
tions based on movies such as 
“Aliens,” “Titanic,” “The Simpsons,” 
“Ice Age” and “Planet of the Apes.”

20th Century Fox has announced 
that it is teaming up with Al Ahli 
Holding Group, a conglomerate 
based in the United Arab Emir-
ates, to build a 75-acre theme park 
valued at more than $850 million 
outside Dubai.

The park, to be dubbed 20th 
Century Fox World, would be the 
second of its kind for the U.S. 
media company, which is building a 
20th Century Fox World in Malay-
sia.

The project reflects U.S. media 
giants’ growing interest in investing 
in Asia and the Middle East, where 
disposable income and demand 
for American-themed entertain-
ment is on the rise. As many as 59 
theme parks are under construction 
in China alone, according to Los 
Angeles-based engineering firm 
Aecom.

The $4 billion Shanghai Disney 
resort is expected to open late this 
year with two hotels and a Down-
town Disney shopping center. The 
$1.8 billion Hong Kong Disneyland 
opened in 2005. Universal Studios 
is scheduled to open its own $3.3 
billion movie theme park in Beijing 
in 2019.

“It is where consumer spending 
is beginning to meet the appetite 
for entertainment,” Greg Lombardo, 
senior vice president of global live 
and location based entertainment.
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DICKENS ON THE STRAND
Enter The Bulletin’s

Ticket Give-Away Contest
We plan to give away 2 admission tickets ($30 value) to Dickens on 

the Strand (Dec. 4-6 in Galveston) to 8 winners drawn at random. The 
tickets are good for one day, either Sat., Dec. 5 OR Sun., Dec. 6. One 
entry per reader, please.

He bet on Royals and won $2.5 million
By Pete Grathoff
The Kansas City Star (TNS)

It’s one thing if you decided to take a flier in April and put $20 down on 
the Royals to win it all.

Professional gambler Dave Oancea put down some seriously huge cash 
in multiple bets in Las Vegas.

His reward: $2,457,200.
Starting in April, Oancea placed 26 bets on the Royals to win the World 

Series, plunking down between $500 to $25,000. All told, he wagered 
$100,000, but it was money well-spent.

Oancea was told by many he was crazy to bet heavily on the Royals.
“(I heard) they’re a fluke,” he said. “No one likes the Royals. Why would 

you bet on Kansas City?
“They were a team of destiny this year. … I had a lot of naysayers. Even 

in the World Series, I had people saying I was crazy, the Mets were going to 
take it. I just kept my mouth shut and let them do their thing, the Royals.”

If you don’t know the nuances of gambling, you may wonder why Oancea 
made so many bets instead of one big one.

“No sports book is going to take a $100,000 to win $3 million,” he said. 
“It’s too much of a liability. So they let you put $20,000 to win $600,000. And 
then they moved the line from 30 to 1 to 25 to 1 and then I’d do $10,000 at 
25 to 1.”

Oancea did that all the way down to a $500 wager.
“I shopped all the casinos, I bet every casino and hammered it,” he said. 

“It was at 30 to 1 at the beginning of the day. By the time I went to all the 
casinos it was down to 6 to 1.”

When the Royals advanced to the World Series, Oancea had a chance to 
hedge his bet and put money on the Mets, with the opportunity to win $1.25 
million.

He didn’t do it.
“I didn’t take the guarantee. I let it ride,” Oancea said. “The Mets were a 

fluke. They picked up Cespedes, who carried them. They had no bullpen, 
which was obvious. You win a few games in the World Series by the bull-
pen, and that’s what happened … “

It’s the Royals bullpen it seems that was a big reason why Oancea was 
high on the Royals at the start of the season.

“It was week one, and they were 7-0, and everybody was on Detroit, but 
I knew Detroit had no bullpen,” he said. “And bullpen and pitching wins in 
baseball, so I knew Detroit would fall apart. And the odds were so big at (30-
1) that if I didn’t make the playoffs, I could hedge and make money. …

“They made it Game 7 last year, and they actually had upgrades this 
year, so I figured why couldn’t they do it again?”

By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

Just call this English soccer 
fan The King of Added Time 
— and he has the throne to 
prove it.

Firefighters had to rescue a 
Barnsley FC supporter who fell 
asleep on a toilet at halftime 
and woke up — seven hours 
later — locked inside an empty 
stadium. The fan, who said he’d 
had “a few beers,” lost his hat, 
shoes and cellphone while he 
was passed out.

“He was more bothered about 
his hat, though,” a spokesman 
for the Barnsley Fire Department 
told the London Daily Star. “He 
seemed a smartly dressed lad.”

           Headlines
—At DerfMagazine.com: “Tony 

Romo trades self for Carson 
Palmer in fantasy football.”

—At Yahoo.com: “Colts’ streak 
of bad Luck continues.”

     Cue the alma mater
In just seven starts this 

season, the Texans have trailed 
the Dolphins 41-0 — in the first 
half! — and the Falcons 42-0.

Coincidence? Houston’s 
Week 10 visit to Cincinnati has 
just been declared the Bengals’ 
homecoming game.

       Bad fly pattern
The Texans finally cut ties 

with punctuality-challenged QB 
Ryan Mallett after he missed the 
team’s Oct. 23 charter flight to 
Miami.

Guess the scouting reports 
were spot-on: His aerial game 
still needs a little work.

  Skin of the Infield Dept.
Dancers at the Vivid Cabaret 

in New York City are stripping out 
of Mets-themed apparel in honor 
of the World Series.

No word on whether they’re 
going all-in and installing brass 
foul poles, too.

      Two for the show
Fox spiced up its playoff 

coverage by adding PED and 
gambling pariahs Alex Rodriguez 
and Pete Rose to its baseball 
panel.

As for Pete, he refers to 
himself as the infamous duo’s 
bettor half.
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A special
pull-out section of 
The Bulletin, with 
support from its 

advertisers

HONORING THOSE 

WHO SERVED AND 

SACRIFICED
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WWII veterans will be Grand Marshals at Angleton Parade
By Sharon Toth
Bulletin Publisher

Brazoria County’s annual Veter-
ans Day Parade and Program will 
be held in the county seat this year, 
and it’s sure to be one of the biggest 
yet with several high school bands 
participating in the parade and an 
estimated 5,000 Angleton ISD stu-
dents attending the main ceremony.

 Plus, some pupils will be par-
ticipating in the program to be held 
at the new Angleton High School 
stadium.

          Free Breakfast
Wednesday, Nov. 11, (11/11) will 

kick off with a free breakfast for 
veterans and active military person-
nel at 7:30 a.m. at the First United 
Methodist Church at 219 N. Arcola. 
It is sponsored by BASF, and the 
Sweeny Veterans of Foreign Wars 
(VFW) Post and auxiliary members 

will be helping at the breakfast. 
AISD students also will help to 
serve those being honored, and 
AISD elementary students will sing 
for those attending. 

  Ring of Honor ceremony
Then at 9 a.m., there will be a 

ceremony at the Ring of Honor, 
the sculptural tribute to veterans 
and military on the grounds of the 
Court House on the Velasco Street/ 
288-Business side. Veterans and 
students will be laying wreaths at 
the memorial, honoring each of the 
four branches of service -  Air Force, 
Army, Marines and Navy.

                  Parade
World War II veterans will be the 

Grand Marshals for the Parade, 
and some will ride on a float in the 
parade, which is scheduled for 10 
a.m. Nov. 11.

Floats, vehicles and bands 

will line up along Chenango St. 
behind the Court House and start 
at the corner of North Chenango, 
proceed down Cedar, then head 
east to Downing, and then go north 
on Downing to the new Wildcat 
Stadium. 

The best places for viewing the 
parade will be on Downing, north 
of the AISD Administration Building 
with parking at the L.C. Edwards 
Little League Field as well as St. 
John’s Lutheran Church at Downing 
and Hospital Dr. The City of Angle-
ton’s Freedom Park and Angleton 
Junior High School, located at 
Downing and Henderson Road, will 
also offer prime viewing, according 
to Glen Moody of the Charles Dixon 
American Legion Post in Angleton. 
Moody, owner of Moody & Sons 
Automotive Repair in Angleton, is 
one of the coordinators of the day’s 
activities.

 There will be a live feed of the 
parade on the Jumbotron screen at 
the stadium for those who prefer to 
head there instead and sit on the 
bleachers to watch the procession  
and remain there for the program.

At the end of the route, parade 
participants and viewers will then 
proceed to the stadium, where the 
county’s tribute to veterans will start 
about 12:15 p.m. 

“This year fifth-grade students 
from all the districts were invited 
to write essays about patriotism 
and being a veteran, and there are 
rewards for the best essay from 
each school,” said Moody.

• Today, there exists about 1.6 mil-
lion female veterans.

• Approximately 90% of Disney 
employees worked in the making 
of propaganda and training videos 
during World War II.

• Veterans Day falls on the same 
day as Remembrance Day and 
Armistice Day in other countries.

• There is not supposed to be an 
apostrophe in Veterans Day. Still 
some spell it Veteran’s Day or 
Veterans’ Day.

• Raymond Weeks, a World War II 
veteran, came up with the idea to 
honor all veterans on Nov. 11, not 
just the ones who died in World 
War I.

Did you know?
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Honoring our veteransBy Tom Purcell
Special to the Bulletin

Hurricane Isabel struck Wash-
ington, D.C., hard that night. 

It was Sept. 18, 2003. I lived in 
Alexandria, Va., at the time. I rode 
out the storm reading a book and 
enjoying a glass of wine. 

At the Arlington National Cem-
etery, just a few miles from where I 
sat, the sentinels who stand guard 
at the Tomb of the Unknowns were 
having an entirely different experi-
ence. 

The Tomb of the Unknowns 
was established in 1921. Three of 
its chambers contain the remains 
of unknown soldiers from World 
War I, World War II and Korea (a 
fourth chamber had contained the 
remains of an unknown soldier 
from the Vietnam war until DNA 
technology determined his iden-
tity). 

Only the finest soldiers are 
selected to guard the Tomb. The 
sentinels are specially trained 
soldiers of the 3rd U.S. Infantry 
Regiment (The Old Guard). They 

watch over the Tomb 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week. As 
each solitary guard paces before 
the Tomb, his movements are 
precise, his dress impeccable. 

Each guard’s dedication is 
made clear by the Sentinel’s 
Creed: 

- My dedication to this sacred 
duty is total and wholehearted. 

- In the responsibility bestowed 
on me never will I falter. 

- And with dignity and perse-
verance my standard will remain 
perfection. 

- Through the years of diligence 
and praise and the discomfort of 
the elements, 

- I will walk my tour in humble 
reverence to the best of my abil-
ity. 

- It is he who commands the 
respect I protect. 

His bravery that made us so 
proud. 

Surrounded by well-mean-
ing crowds by day, alone in the 
thoughtful peace of night, this 

They guard the Tomb of the Unknowns

(Continued on Page 16)
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In recognition of Veterans Day, 
the Texas Workforce Commission 
(TWC) thanks all veterans for their 
service and encourages Texas 
employers to hire our veterans 
and take advantage of the unique 
talents, skills and discipline that 
our nation’s returning soldiers can 
provide in a variety of industries and 
occupations. 

TWC also encourages veterans 
to seek out the many programs 
and services offered by TWC and 
its Workforce Solutions partners to 
assist them as they transition to the 
civilian workforce.

The leadership skills, teamwork 
and discipline that our veterans gain 
through their military service trans-
late well to the civilian workforce in 
fields ranging from engineering to 
medicine.

 In addition, employers who hire 
veterans may benefit from a Work 
Opportunity Tax Credit on their busi-
ness income taxes.

TWC is committed to working 
with its partners to help veterans 
transition to civilian life, by provid-
ing priority service at all Workforce 
Solutions offices, job placement 
advantages and training through a 
variety of initiatives and programs 
just for veterans.

TWC invites Texas employers and 

TWC encourages employers to hire veterans
veterans to participate in the Third 
Annual Hiring Red, White & You! 
statewide hiring events on Thurs-
day, Nov. 13. TWC sponsors these 
events in partnership with Texas’ 
28 local workforce boards and the 
Texas Veterans Commission. These 
hiring events connect veterans and 
their spouses with employers state-
wide who have job openings and 
wish to hire veterans to fill those 
jobs. The first two events connected 
more than 21,000 veterans with 
more than 3,000 employers and 
resulted in an estimated 3,500 job 
placements. To find a Hiring Red, 
White & You! event near you, visit 
texasworkforce.org/hrwy.

Other TWC programs and ser-
vices for veterans include:

Veteran and Industry Partner-
ship (VIP)

Texas’ Skills Development 

Fund training dollars are being 
provided to community colleges in 
certain regions of the state to train 
veterans for high demand occupa-
tions in those areas. The program 
addresses the need for jobs for vet-
erans and the growing demand for 
skilled workers in the petrochemical 
manufacturing, advanced manufac-
turing and information technology 
industries.

Texas Veterans Leadership 
Program

TWC’s Texas Veterans Lead-
ership Program helps connect 
veterans returning from Iraq and 
Afghanistan with resource and refer-
ral specialists who direct them to 
resources tailored to their needs in 
programs ranging from employment 
and training to medical care, mental 
health and counseling, veterans’ 
benefits, and more.
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Veteran Tickets Foundation (Vet Tix) is a national 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
foundation supporting our military community. Vet Tix has provided over 
1.6 million free event tickets to currently serving military, veterans and 
family members of those killed in action to sporting events, concerts, 
performing arts and family activities. 

Our military and veterans experience many difficult transitions as they 
reintegrate into their families, communities, and eventually, into civilian 
life. Attending events improves morale, strengthens family bonds through 
shared interests and encourages service members to stay engaged with 
local communities and American life. 

In gratitude for their service and to support their reintegration, Vet Tix 
is dedicated to giving back to those who gave us so much. Donations are 
eligible for tax deductions. 

Please visit the group’s website at www.VetTix.org Follow it on Twitter 
and Facebook.

Vet Tix provides free tickets 
to veterans and their families

The Fort Velasco Chapter, National Society Daughters of American Revo-
lution, in Commemoration of the 50th Anniversary of the Vietnam Conflict, 
created a Pictorial Quilt to honor all veterans and individuals who served in 
that war. The quilt is on public display at the Lake Jackson Public Library 
for viewing. A journal accompanies the quilt for the public to add comments. 
The quilt will be on display until Dec. 9 when, during a Special Ceremony at 
the Michael E. DeBakey VA Medical Center in Houston, it will be donated to  
Fisher House, where it will be  displayed permanently. 

Local DAR chapter commemorates 50th anniversary of Vietnam Conflict with Pictorial Quilt
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‘A Soldier 
Known But to 

God’
In 1921, an American soldier 

- his name “known but to God” - was 
buried on a Virginia hillside overlook-
ing the Potomac River and the city of 
Washington, D.C.  The burial site of this 
unknown World War I soldier in Arling-
ton National Cemetery symbolized 
dignity and reverence for America’s 
veterans.

Similar ceremonies occurred earlier 
in England and France, where an 
“unknown soldier” of the Great War was 
buried in each nation’s highest place of 
honor (in England, Westminster Abbey; 
in France, the Arc de Triomphe).

These memorial gestures all took 
place on Nov. 11, giving universal 
recognition to the celebrated ending of 
World War I hostilities at 11 a.m., Nov. 
11, 1918 (the 11th hour of the 11th day 
of the 11th month).  The day became 
known as “Armistice Day.”

Armistice Day officially received its 
name in America in 1926 through a 
Congressional resolution.  It became 
a national holiday 12 years later by 
similar Congressional action.  If World 
War I had indeed been “the war to end 
all wars,”  Nov. 11 might still be called 
Armistice Day.

• March 8, 1965 - The first U.S. combat troops arrive in Vietnam.
• January 30, 1968 - The North Vietnamese join forces with the Viet Cong 
to launch the Tet Offensive, attacking approximately 100 South Vietnam-
ese cities and towns.

• December 1968 - U.S. troops in Vietnam reaches 540,000.
• July 1969 - President Nixon orders the first of many U.S. troop with-
drawals from Vietnam.

• April 30, 1970 - President Nixon announces that U.S. troops will attack 
enemy locations in Cambodia. This news sparks nationwide protests, 
especially on college campuses.

• March 1972 - The North Vietnamese cross the demilitarized zone (DMZ) 
at the 17th parallel to attack South Vietnam in what became known as 
the Easter Offensive.

• January 27, 1973 - The Paris Peace Accords are signed that provide a 
cease-fire.

• March 29, 1973 - The last U.S. troops are withdrawn from Vietnam.
• March 1975 - North Vietnam launches a massive assault on South 
Vietnam.

• April 30, 1975 - South Vietnam surrenders to the communists.
• November 13, 1982 - The Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington 
D.C. is dedicated.

50 years ago in Vietnam
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soldier will in honored glory rest 
under my eternal vigilance. 

Which brings us back to Hurri-
cane Isabel. 

For the first time in the Tomb’s 
history, in preparation of a potentially 
dangerous storm, the commanding 
officers established a contingency 
plan. 

The sentinels were free to 
withdraw to safer positions under 
the Memorial Amphitheater arches 
or inside the trophy room should 
conditions become life-threatening 
-- positions from which they could 
still maintain their mission watching 
over the Tomb. 

But none would leave. 
It is a solemn duty to march 

before the Tomb, after all. The 
sentinel’s meticulous ritual is an 
outward display of gratitude and 
remembrance for the sacrifices so 
many have made for their country 
-- particularly the unknown soldiers 

who made the ultimate sacrifice. 
By guarding the Tomb with eter-

nal vigilance, the sentinel validates 
the words of the soldier’s prayer: 

“It is the soldier who has given 
us our freedoms. It’s the soldier, 
not the reporter, who has given us 
freedom of the press. It’s the sol-
dier, not the poet, who has given us 
freedom of speech. It’s the soldier, 
not the campus organizer, who has 
given us the freedom to object. It’s 
the soldier, not the lawyer, who has 
given us the right to a fair trial..”

And so, as Hurricane Isabel 
struck -- 24 trees would be uprooted 
across the cemetery and three 
headstones would be crushed 
-- each sentinel took turns standing 
his ground. 

There really was no other option. 
How could a sentinel retreat to safer 
ground in the midst of a dinky hur-
ricane when so many others have 
given so much more? 

It’s true the hurricane could have 

been plenty worse than it turned out 
to be. It’s possible that life-threaten-
ing severity might have caused the 
sentinels to, for the first time since 
they began guarding the Tomb in 
1948, maintain their mission from 
safer ground. 

Though I doubt it. 
We’ve gone through some 

wrenching political seasons -- some 

folks are jubilant at the results, 
whereas others are deflated -- but 
despite the disagreement over 
policies and politics, I’m confident 
America will do the right thing over 
the long haul. 

I’m confident America’s best is yet 
ahead. 

I believe this because virtue still 
lives in America. Honor, sacrifice 

and duty are still alive and well. 
If you don’t believe me, pay a visit 

to the Arlington National Cem-
etery and stop by the Tomb of the 
Unknowns. 

It is one place where American 
sacrifice, duty and honor are on full 
display 24 hours a day every day of 
the week. 
©2015 Tom Purcell. 

(Continued from Page 11)

The sentinels guarded the Tomb through the storm, honoring those who died defending our freedom
HONORING OUR VETERANS 7
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Restaurants offer free meals and specials to veterans in honor of their sacrifice and service

This is a partial list of area restau-
rants that are honoring our veterans 
by giving them a free meal or other 
discounts.

The list is expanding  daily. To 
get a complete up-to-date list, go to 
http:themilitarywallet.com.

Also, check with your locally-
owned restaurants to see what spe-
cials they are running for Veterans 

Day.
Texas Roadhouse, Nov. 11. Free 

lunch event to honor the men and 
women of our armed forces. Choose 
from one of 10 free meals, plus 
sides and a soft drink, coffee, or tea. 
Offer good for All veterans – includ-
ing all active, retired or former U.S. 
military. ID Required. Dine-in only.

Chili’s – Free meal, Nov. 11. 

Chili’s is offering all military veterans 
past and present their choice of 
any lunch combo, or your choice of 
a dinner meal from a select menu, 
including any full-size flatbread. 
Offer only available at participating 
Chili’s in the U.S. only. Dine-in from 
limited menu only; beverages and 
gratuity not included. Veterans and 
active duty military simply show 
proof of military service. 

BJs Restaurant and Brew-
house, Nov. 11. Complimentary 
lunch entree, up to $9.95 value. 
Offer valid to all active duty military 
and veterans, with proof of service. 

Applebee’s – free meal, Nov. 11: 
Last year, Applebee’s served over 
one million free meals to military 
veterans and active servicemem-
bers. Applebee’s is again offering a 
free meal to military veterans and 
active-duty service members on 
Veterans Day, Wednesday, Nov. 
11, 2015. There will be 7 entrées to 
choose from, beverage and gratuity 
not included. Military ID or proof of 
service required.

Denny’s, Nov. 11. Free Build Your 
Own Grand Slam® on Nov. 11, from 
5 a.m. to noon for all active, inac-
tive, and retired military personnel. 
Participating locations only. Please 
call ahead.

IHOP, Nov. 11, from 7 a.m. to 
7 p.m. Free Red, White and Blue 
pancakes, or Red, White and Blue 
pancakes combo plate including 
eggs, bacon and hashed browns. 
Participating locations only. Please 
call ahead to verify participation. 
More info.

Hooters, Nov. 11. Tuesday, Nov. 
11, Hooters invites all veterans and 
current servicemen and women to 

enjoy a free meal, up to $10.99 in 
value with any drink purchase, by 
presenting a military ID or proof 
of service at any Hooters location 
across the country.

Olive Garden, Free entrée, Nov. 
11, Offer good for veterans and 
active duty military; proof of service 
required.

On The Border, Mon. Nov. 11. 
Veterans and current servicemem-
bers will receive a free choose 2 
or choose 3 “Create Your Own 
Combo”. Dine-in only, proof of 
service required. 

Outback Steakhouse – Nov. 
11. Outback Steakhouse is honor-
ing America’s military veterans by 
offering active duty military and 
veterans a free Bloomin’ Onion and 
a non-alcoholic beverage. This offer 
is available to Military Personnel 

and veterans with ID. Also receive 
15% off your purchase from Nov. 
12-Dec 31.

Red Lobster – Monday, Nov. 9 
through Thursday, Nov. 12. Free 
Appetizer or Dessert during the 
week of Veterans Day with military 
ID or proof of service. Vets may 
choose from a select list of appetiz-
ers and desserts.

Red Robin, Nov. 11. Free Red’s 
Tavern Double and Bottomless 
Steak Fries for all Red Robin guests 
with a military ID or proof of service.

StarBucks, Nov. 11. Free tall 
brewed coffee for active duty, veter-
ans, and their spouses. Participating 
stores only. Please call ahead.

4th Street Grill, Nov. 11. Free 
meal, up to $12 value, valid for cur-
rent and former service members. 
Proof of service required.

The San Jacinto Monument and 
Museum has a deal for veterans. 

In honor of veterans and Veterans 
Day, admission to all venues of the 
museum – the theatre for Texas For-
ever! The Battle of San Jacinto; the 
Observation Floor, and the special 
exhibit, Making a Mark, Leaving a 
Legacy, will be free for veterans and 
their accompanying family members 
for the week of Veterans Day, from 
Saturday, Nov. 9 through Sunday, 
Nov. 17.   

San Jacinto Monument 
and Museum in LaPorte 
offers free admission



History of 
the World

By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Nov. 9: ON THIS DATE in 
1938, Nazis looted and burned 
synagogues and Jewish-owned 
stores and houses in Germany 
and Austria. In 1989, com-
munist East Germany opened 
its borders, allowing citizens to 
travel freely to the West; joyful 
Germans danced atop the Berlin 
Wall.

Nov. 10: ON THIS DATE in 
1969, “Sesame Street” premiered 
on PBS television. In 1975, the 
iron-ore ship Edmund Fitzgerald 
and its crew of 29 were lost in a 
storm on Lake Superior.

Nov. 11: ON THIS DATE in 
1620, 41 Pilgrims aboard the 
Mayflower, anchored off Massa-
chusetts, signed a compact call-
ing for a “body politick.” In 1918, 
fighting in World War I ended 
after the signing of an armistice 
between the Allies and Germany. 

Nov. 12: ON THIS DATE in 
1933, the Nazi party received 92 

percent of the vote in Germany, 
further solidifying Chancellor 
Adolf Hitler’s control. In 1948, 
Japanese Premier Hideki Tojo 
was sentenced to death by a 
war-crimes tribunal.

Nov. 13: ON THIS DATE in 
1895, canned pineapple was 
shipped from Hawaii for the first 
time. In 1927, the Holland Tunnel 
opened to the public, providing 
access between New York City 
and New Jersey beneath the 
Hudson River.

Nov. 14: ON THIS DATE in 
1851, Herman Melville’s novel 
“Moby-Dick” was published in the 
United States. In 1972, the Dow 
Jones industrial average closed 
above 1,000 for the first time.

Nov. 15: ON THIS DATE in 
1806, explorer Zebulon Pike 
sighted what became known as 
Pike’s Peak. In 1926, the NBC 
radio network went on the air 
with 24 stations.

Answer to last week’s ques-
tion: This week in 1869, the 
Suez Canal opened in Egypt.

This week’s question: In 
1867, Alfred Nobel invented what 
product that brought him fame 
and fortune?
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By Tracey Lien
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Yahoo is putting an end to email 
passwords, and it wants everyone 
to know it’s serious about it this 
time. Sort of.

After announcing in March that 
Yahoo email users could opt to 
have the company text them a one-
time password every time they log 
in, the Internet company launched 
Yahoo Account Key recently, an 
app that sends users a smartphone 
push notification that can be used 
for each log in. 

Like the text messaging feature, 
a non-Yahoo email address can 
serve as a backup when a phone is 
not around.

If users opt to use the account 
key, they will no longer need to fill in 
a password field when they attempt 
to log into their email. Instead, they 
will input an email address and, 
recognizing who the email address 
belongs to, the Yahoo Account Key 
will send a push notification to the 
account owner’s smartphone seek-
ing authorization.

“Starting (Thursday), Yahoo 
users will never have to use a pass-
word ever again,” said Yahoo’s vice 
president of product management, 
Dylan Casey on Nov.4.

With one caveat: Those who 
don’t have a smartphone or those 
who choose to not opt into the fea-
ture will still have to use passwords.

According to Yahoo’s senior vice 
president of communication prod-
ucts, Jeffrey Bonforte, more than 90 
percent of Yahoo customers in the 
United States have a smartphone, 
and smartphones are the No. 1 way 
people worldwide access email.

In addition to launching Yahoo 
Account Key, the company also 
launched a revamped Yahoo Mail 
app for iOS and Android that sup-
ports integrations with other mail-
boxes, such as Outlook, AOL and 
Hotmail. A Yahoo spokesperson 
said a Gmail integration is currently 
in the works.

Yahoo Mail users can also expect 
the introduction of swipe gestures, 
an easier way to send notes to 
self, and an improved email search 
experience.

Yahoo is  getting 
rid of passwords 
with mobile use
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I KNOW I PARKED IT AROUND HERE SOMEWHERE: A man drove 
to the Wal-Mart in Round Lake Beach, Ill., to steal electronic equipment, 
and, while he was doing that, officials came and repossessed his car. 
After he came out with a shopping cart full of goods he didn’t pay for, he 
saw that his car was gone, and had to leave the merchandise behind and 
flee on foot. The cops caught up with him walking down the side of the 
road.

YOU THINK YOU KNOW SOMEONE: A man in Algeria sued his new 
bride, because, upon waking the morning after their wedding, he discov-
ered that she is very ugly without makeup, which she was very careful to 
wear all during their courtship. He claims that he did not recognize her at 
first. He is seeking $20,000 for psychological suffering.

A CONNOISSEUR OF FINE CUISINE: A man guzzled down two bot-
tles of wine in the men’s room of a supermarket in Houston, then stuffed 
some sushi down his pants and walked out of the store without paying.

I’M THE KING OF THE JUNGLE! A man, who was high on crystal 
methamphetamine, swung from the trees at the Santa Ana Zoo, and tried 
to enter the monkey exhibit, all the while claiming to be Tarzan.

THAT’S FUNNY; I’M A COP, TOO: A man, impersonating a police offi-
cer, used his flashing red and blue emergency lights on his vehicle to pull 
over a car in a bogus traffic stop North Kingsville, Ohio. Unfortunately for 
him, the driver of that car was an actual police officer.

BOY, THE COPS SURE GOT HERE FAST: A man planning to burglar-
ize a home in Branchburg, N.J., accidentally dialed 911, and he talked 
about it unaware that police dispatchers were listening in. The cops 
found out who the phone was assigned to, and then grabbed him while in 
mid-burglary.

IT’S AS IF I DID SOMETHING WRONG: A man followed his girlfriend 
to a store in Elyria, Ohio, after she failed to answer his phone calls while 
she was doing his laundry, then rammed his car into hers. While she was 
at the police station making a complaint, he called her repeatedly. Police 
said he had called her 85 times in 8 hours, and sent her text messages 
threatening to hurt her and her family with a baseball bat. As police 
were hauling him to jail for aggravated menacing, he repeatedly said he 
couldn’t “believe this is happening.”

HEY, YOU CAN’T TAKE MY LADDER! THAT’S STEALING! A man saw 
that a would-be burglar had hooked up a ladder to the upstairs window 
of his apartment in Manchester, England, at 11:30 at night. So he simply 
pulled the ladder up into his residence.

IT’S FOR MY BOOK OF MEMORIES: A 20-year-old kid was taken to 
jail for drugged driving in Iowa City, but not before he took a selfie with 
the arresting officer.

Who is to say that processed meats and beef are going to finish us off? WHO, that’s who
By Tom Purcell
Special to The Bulletin

The World Health Organization 
is the United Nations’ public-health 
arm. I think we should change its 
name to the World Killjoy Organiza-

tion - at least where its position on 
meat eating is concerned. 

Last week the WHO released a 
report that argues that meat eating 
can cause cancer - that colon 
cancer and, possibly, stomach 

cancer are caused by processed 
meats, such as ham, sausages and 
bacon. 

Why? Because the curing and 
smoking process produces carcino-
genic chemicals - what we non-sci-
entists refer to as flavor. 

Not content to vilify bacon - hey, 
WHO, you may as well tell us 
that puppies and afternoon naps 
are bad for us - the report says 
unprocessed meats, such as beef 
and pork, may cause colorectal, 
pancreatic and prostate cancer. 

I don’t imagine the scientists who 
produced this report are invited to 
many barbecues - and certainly not 
to my family’s barbecues. 

This summer 
my nephew 
smoked a pig in 
my yard. We built 
a make-shift block 
smokehouse, 
then spent the 
day setting hot 
coals under the 
dripping meat. 

The aroma was 
so wonderful that 
far-away coyotes 
howled and total 
strangers wandered into my yard in 
a trance, a big smile on their faces 
as they smacked their lips. 

I have a smaller smoker, too, 
that turns raw hunks of beef and 
pork into mouth-watering delicacies 
so tasty that even my elderly Aunt 
Edna, a lifelong churchgoer, cusses 
like an iron worker. 

And there is my glorious Weber 
Grill, seasoned with gunk and 
grease from a thousand grillings. 
It transforms raw T-bones and 
pork tenderloins into gastronomic 
delights so satisfying, people drive 
miles to my house just for a sniff of 
the stuff. 

You see, the meat products that 
the WHO tells us are bad for us are 
the same products that have been 
around for a long time - brought to 
America by immigrants who had 
mastered them. 

Take the American hot dog. It 
originated in Germany “from a wide-

spread common European sausage 
brought here by butchers of several 
nationalities,” writes the National 
Hot Dog and Sausage Council. 

The hot dog has become an 
American staple with each Ameri-
can consuming 60 a year - more 
than 7 billion total. 

If meat eating and hot dogs 
are so bad for us, then we’re all 
cooked. But are we? Well, let’s put 
it in perspective. 

First, the WHO report isn’t telling 
us to stop eating meat - it isn’t 
in the business of making health 
recommendations and also admits 
that meat has healthful benefits. 
Its report is just warning us that 

there is “sufficient 
evidence” of an 
increased risk of 
cancer from the 
consumption of 
processed meat. 

Second, the 
scientists who 
reviewed the 
report did not 
reach a consen-
sus. Though a 
majority of the 
22 scientists who 

reviewed the data approved it, 
others had differences of opinion. 

“The panel’s conclusions were 
based primarily on epidemiologi-
cal studies linking what people ate 
with cancers they developed later,” 
writes The New York Times. “Often 
such studies can’t prove a causal 
link.” 

Third, even if it is true that 34,000 
cancer deaths annually are caused 
by the consumption of processed 
meat - the link between beef and 
pork and cancer are not as clear 
- that number pales in comparison 
to deaths caused by tobacco and 
booze. 

According to The Times, 
“Tobacco smoking causes about a 
million cancer deaths a year world-
wide; alcohol adds another 600,000 
annual cancer deaths.” 

So what do we make of the latest 
be-wary-of-meat-eating study? 

I’m no scientist or expert, but isn’t 

moderation the key? My solution 
is to routinely eat fruit, vegetables, 
fish and chicken - and occasionally 
make beef and pork feasts on the 
smoker. 

Beyond that, what’s the beef? 

‘If meat eating 
and hot dogs 
are so bad for 
us, then we’re 
all cooked.’
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Master Gardeners of Brazoria County opens registration for intern certification program
By Master Gardeners, Brazoria County

Do you get excited every year 
when your citrus tree produces 
fruit? 

 Does learning more about what 
is going on in your garden inter-
est you?  Or do you find it fun to 
discuss plants and gardening?

  Are you an expert salesman, 
able to convince anyone into buying 
anything? 

 Or would you rather die than talk 
to a big crowd about turnips, but 
enjoy showing someone one-on-
one how to care for plants? 

  If you enjoy learning and teach-
ing others about plants, and would 
like to meet other people who love 
gardening and plants as much as 
you do, you should consider vol-
unteering for the Brazoria County 
Master Gardener program. 

Master Gardeners are volunteers 
who assist Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension in increasing the avail-
ability of horticultural information 
throughout the county.  

They share their horticultural 
knowledge through educational 

programs, community outreach and 
more.

To complete the Intern program 
and become a Certified Master 
Gardener, you must: pass a back-
ground check, complete 60 hours of 
educational training, and complete 
60 hours volunteer service to 
Brazoria County Master Gardener/
AgriLife Extension.  

After graduating, Master Gar-
deners are required to pay dues 
annually, pass a background check 
every three years, take 6 hours 
advanced educational training 
annually and provide 12 hours vol-
unteer service annually to Brazoria 
County Master Gardeners/AgriLife 
Extension.

Classes will be from Jan. 21 
through March 24 on Thursdays 
from 8:30 a.m.-3:30 pm.

 Topics include vegetable 
gardening, botany, soils, fruit and 
landscape trees, insects, plant 
propagation, weed management 
and more.

  Want firsthand information on 
what is involved in being a Master 
Gardener? 

Come visit us at the B.E.E.S. 
Demonstration Garden at 585 CR 
443, Angleton, on an Open Garden 

Day (third Saturday of the month) or 
call us at (979) 864-1558, ext.  110. 

 Space is limited to 20 interns. 
Course cost is $120 with checks 
made payable to BCMGA.

 Registration forms and fee are 
currently being accepted, but must 
be received by Thursday, Dec. 31. 
Space is limited, so please turn in 
your form quickly if interested. 

To register, applications can be 

found online at http://txmg.org/
brazoria/how-can-i-become-
a-master-gardener/ or can be 
requested by contacting Becky 
at the AgriLife Extension office at 
(979) 864-1558 ex 110. 

 Return the application and 
payment to Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension, Attn: Master Garden-
ers, 21017 CR 171, Angleton, TX  
77515.  
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Call (979) 849-5407 to 
learn how to start an 

affordable advertising 
campaign in The Bulletin

Jumble Answers
Jumbles: BISON  MEALY  CLOUDY  DEMISE
Answer: When the women neared the perfume counter, they were -- SMELL-BOUND

Tribune Content Agency
ARIES (March 21-April 19): 

Share and share alike. In the week 
to come your generous instincts 
may come to the forefront. You will 
find that working alongside others 
in a sociable manner will bring 
satisfaction.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): A 
romance could ride the rapids. Be 
prepared for thrills and to navigate 
a few tricky passages. In the week 
ahead you might enjoy meeting 
new people or working side by side 
with others.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): You 

may be far too optimistic this week, 
but at least you aren’t glum. An 
appreciation for your own good for-
tune may allow you to give a little 
happiness to those who are much 
less fortunate.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
Shake your tambourine. You have 

something to contribute to any 
group, no matter how small. A posi-
tive outlook and faith in your fellow 
man could be rewarded in the week 
ahead.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): You 
may think it’s a good idea to keep 
a rabbit’s foot handy. It is deeds, 
however, and not intentions or 
wishful thinking that makes money. 
Feed the rabbit lettuce; let him 
keep his foot this week.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Your 
judgment may be at its best in the 
earliest part of this week. Make the 
most it while it lasts. By mid-week 
you could be prone to being overly 
generous and trusting to luck

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 
Consider the cost as well as the 
benefits. What seems like a good 
financial move this week could 
have drawbacks if you go over-
board. Your passion may be for the 
person not the job.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Warmth and good humor goes a 
long way. People may be willing to 
overlook your mistakes if you share 
your side of the story. In the week 
to come you can enjoy additional 
social events. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 

21): You may have better judgment 
than you think in the beginning of 
the week. Air your views but hold 
off on making crucially important 
decisions and signing agreements 
late week.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Let your heart run away with your 
head. Enthusiasm can be advanta-
geous. Embracing new ideas can 
unleash latent creativity or unlock 
hidden resources in the week 
ahead.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): It 
is usually the right color, but money 
doesn’t grow on trees, or even in a 
flowerbed. Don’t enter into a new 
financial arrangement or commit-
ment based on casual facts this 
week. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
There’s always room for one more. 
Stray kittens or hungry visitors at 
dinnertime tug at your heartstrings. 
You can get by on personal charm 
and good looks when necessary in 
the week to come.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

Bulletin  Horoscope
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Lea Seydoux in “Spectre.” (Jonathan Olley/Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
Studios/Columbia Pictures/TNS)

Movie review: James Bond vs. Big Brother in ‘Spectre’
By Michael Phillips
Chicago Tribune (TNS)

“Spectre” cost nearly $300 million 
to make, and I suppose it was worth 
it. It’s a good Bond movie, which will 
be good enough for many millions 
of fans. It’s also the longest Bond 
movie in existence, clocking in at 
just under two-and-a-half decadent, 
carefree, flamboyantly destructive 
hours.

This time Ian Fleming’s well-
dressed assassin changes clothes 
from Mexico City to Rome, from 
London to the Austrian mountains, 
from Tangier back to London, where 
terrorists-entrepreneurs carrying 
the familiar handle of Spectre are 
doing dirty work on a large scale. Of 
the Daniel Craig 007s, director Sam 
Mendes’ follow-up to “Skyfall” is not 
quite up to “Skyfall,” or my favorite, 
“Casino Royale.” But it’s a consider-
ably better evil-quelling instruction 
manual than “Quantum of Solace,” 
a movie Craig himself admitted 
went before the cameras in rough 
shape, racing against time and 
the most frightening of cinematic 
adversaries: a writers’ strike.

Here, the “Skyfall” scribes John 
Logan, Neal Purvis and Robert 
Wade are joined by Jez Butter-
worth, and the results reference 
nearly every previous Bond outing. 
Throw in a certain facially scarred 
cat-stroker whose origin story 
becomes a part of “Spectre’s” 
narrative, and you have a hugely 
expensive hunk of nostalgia, more 
travelogue than thriller, more 
sunglasses-modeling session than 
acting opportunity. And yet it works.

The opening sequence is a pip. 
Bond’s in Mexico City, just in time 
for the Day of the Dead celebra-
tions, putting his license to kill to 
effective if unauthorized use. His 
target: An Italian crime lord mixed 
up in Spectre, the venerable world-
domination collective familiar from 
six previous official Bond movies. 
Then to Rome, and getting close to 
Monica Bellucci (seen briefly as the 
gangster’s widow). In exchange for 
a brief, scowly intimate encounter, 
she provides Bond with a tip about 
a meeting of Spectre, infiltrated by 
007 because he has purloined an 
evil-insignia ring. There he, and we, 

meet the shadowy puppetmaster 
known as Oberhauser, though he 
really goes by the name of . . . 
Uber-spoiler!

Mendes was a peculiar if 
successful directorial choice for 
“Skyfall”; his brand of action lacks a 
distinct visual attack, but he’s smart 
about pacing and rhythm and an 
astute judge of when to go for the 
joke (in “Spectre” there’s a clever 
sight gag involving a well-placed 
sofa) and how to let his actors run 
the show, as opposed to the show 
— the explosions and murders 
and such — flattening the actors. 
Ralph Fiennes (M), Naomie Harris 
(Moneypenny) and Ben Wishaw 
(gadgetmeister Q) return from “Sky-
fall,” which is lovely news.

Crucially, Lea Seydoux joins 
Bond’s endlessly tortured relation-
ship resume as Madeleine Swann, 
the ravishingly sullen daughter of 
an old Bond enemy. Imperious yet 
almost immediately imperiled atop 
her Austrian mountaintop clinic, 
Dr. Swann swears Bond will never, 
ever, ever get anywhere with her. 
Yet soon they’re on a train, chug-
ging across the Sahara, and the 
wine is excellent, and after one 
protracted slugfest involving a near-

mute bruiser who clearly studied for 
his assignment by watching “From 
Russia with Love,” it’s clear these 
two emotional cripples speak the 
international language of love.

For all its workmanlike devotion 
to out-of-control helicopters, “Spec-
tre” works best when everyone’s 
on the ground, doing his or her job, 

driving expensive fast cars heed-
lessly, detonating the occasional 
wisecrack.

3 stars
MPAA rating: PG-13 (for intense 

sequences of action and violence, 
some disturbing images, sensuality 
and language)

Running time: 2:30
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Some portrait frames
6 Noble __
11 Singsong syllable
14 With 15-Across, accounting unit
15 See 14-Across
16 Like some aces
17 Manage
18 Walking __
19 Sound after a satisfying swig
20 Scotch cocktails

22 Zenith
23 “I won’t hurt you”
26 Not as deliberate
28 Toothbrush-endorsing org.
29 With 31-Across, anathema
31 See 29-Across
32 Worlds
35 __ legend
37 Question about change, which 
hints at the hidden feature of four 
two-part puzzle answers

42 Blue Grotto locale
43 “Ramona and Beezus” co-star 
Gomez
44 With 47-Across, some receivers
47 See 44-Across
49 Set-__
50 Malady in the 2000 film 
“Memento”
52 Like the best occult films
55 It’s about a foot
56 Yield figures
58 Figure under a line
59 Fife-and-drum drum
60 Two cents
64 Bardic before
65 With 66-Across, National Book 
Award-winning novel by Don DeLillo
66 See 65-Across
67 “M*A*S*H” titles
68 Private
69 Mount

DOWN
1 Pigs out (on)
2 Center of gravity?
3 Presidential nickname
4 Petrol unit
5 Gave up a seat
6 One of six British kings
7 Year in Tuscany
8 “Wait for me”
9 Pension law signed by Ford, 
briefly
10 Jordan neighbor: Abbr.
11 Gillette razor
12 Hole enlarger
13 Cleave
21 Comes to the surface
22 Harsh-sounding, to some
23 Traffic stopper?
24 Notion
25 “Elf” actor
27 Shoshone Falls river
30 Shroud city
33 Chinese evergreen
34 Zoo security features
36 Droopy-eared hound
38 Wonderful container?
39 Bordeaux bean?
40 “The Dukes of Hazzard” officer
41 Tammany Hall caricaturist
44 Mortarboard frill
45 “That upset me!”
46 Speakers of Tolkien’s Noldorin 
language
48 Costing more
51 Corporate raider Carl
53 Jockey’s handful
54 “This __ a drill!”
57 Mechanical repetition
59 Prefix with light or night
61 “Easy as __!”
62 Wear and tear
63 Former Ohio Governor Strickland
(c)2015 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
JAPAN  CHINA  INDIA  HAITI  SPAIN  NEPAL  ITALY  KENYA



By Rick Bentley
The Fresno Bee (TNS)

The upcoming holiday film 
season is one of the lightest in 
recent years. Make no mistake: 
There are a few big movies open-
ing, but the long list of openings 
around Christmas is not as lengthy 
as in previous years.

That’s because of the 800-pound 
gorilla that will be taking over 
theater complexes come Dec. 18. 
“Star Wars: Episode VII: The Force 
Awakens” is not just an 800-pound 
gorilla, it is a gorilla armed with 
lightsabers.

“The Force Awakens” is 
expected to shatter global box 
office records. First up is expected 
to be global opening weekend, with 
a current record of more than $511 
million, set by “Jurassic World.”

Other films will not only lose 
business to the film directed by J.J. 
Abrams, but because it will play 
on the largest number of screens, 
there won’t be a lot of empty 
theaters for other movies. Most 
major movies open on about 4,000 
screens globally; “Force” likely will 
surpass that.

There are still six opening week-
ends before “The Force Awakens.” 
Here are some of the movies that 
will be vying for second place 
among this year’s holiday releases:

         FRIDAY, NOV. 13
              “THE 33”
Director: Patricia Riggen
Starring: Antonio Bandaras, 

James Brolin, Rodrigo Santoro, 
Juliette Binoche

Plot: The world watches efforts 
to save 33 miners trapped under-
ground after a mine collapses in 
Chile.

What to expect: Hard to build 
drama when the results are so 
well-known.

          “BY THE SEA”
Director: Angelina Jolie
Cast: Angelina Jolie, Brad Pitt, 

Neils Arestrup, Melanie Laurent
Plot: An American writer and 

his wife are having trouble in their 
marriage.

What to expect: Most heat in a 
movie since Elizabeth Taylor and 
Richard Burton shared the big 
screen.

    “LOVE THE COOPERS”
Director: Jessie Nelson
Cast: Diane Keaton, Ed Helms, 

John Goodman, Alan Arkin
Plot: Four generations of a 

family come together for their 
annual Christmas Eve celebration.

     “MY ALL AMERICAN”
Director: Angelo Pizzo
Cast: Aaron Eckhart, Sarah 

Bolger, Finn Wittrock, Robin 
Tunney

Plot: A young man who has been 
told he is too small to play college 

football is trained by his father.
          FRIDAY, NOV. 20

  “THE HUNGER GAMES:   
MOCKINGJAY — PART 2”

Director: Francis Lawrence
Starring: Jennifer Lawrence, 

Julianne Moore, Josh Hutcherson, 
Liam Hemsworth

Plot: Katniss Everdeen and 
District 13 take on the Capitol in a 
full-scale revolution.

What to expect: The fact that this 
wraps up the series should draw 
big crowds.

           “SPOTLIGHT”
Director: Tom McCarthy
Cast: Rachel McAdams, Mark 

Ruffalo, Liev Schreiber
Plot: True story of how the 

Boston Globe uncovered scandal 
involving the Catholic Church.

What to expect: A story that will 
be hard to forget.

     “THE NIGHT BEFORE”
Director: Jonathan Levine
Cast: Lizzy Caplan, Miley Cyrus, 

Joseph Gordon-Levitt
Plot: Three friends go looking for 

the ultimate Christmas party.
What to expect: Look for some 

very dark comedy.
    WEDNESDAY, NOV. 25
              “CREED”
Director: Ryan Coogler

Cast: Michael B. Jordan, Syl-
vester Stallone, Tessa Thompson, 
Phylicia Rashad

Plot: The son of Apollo Creed 
turns to Rocky Balboa for train-
ing help in his pursuit of a boxing 
career.

What to expect: The “Rocky” 
films lost their punch years ago.

  “THE GOOD DINOSAUR”
Director: Peter Sohn
Cast: Raymond Ochoa, Jeffrey 

Wright, Steve Zahn, Sam Elliott
Plot: A dinosaur makes friends 

with a young human boy.
What to expect: Will be difficult 

to live up to comparisons to “Inside 
Out.”

  “VICTOR FRANKENSTEIN”
Director: Paul McGuigan
Starring: James McAvoy, Daniel 

Radcliffe, Jessica Brown Findlay
Plot: Victor Frankenstein and 

Igor believe they have a way to 
help humanity. Their studies into 
immortality are more dangerous 
than they imagine.

What to expect: It might be time 
to give Frankenstein’s monster a 
rest.

          FRIDAY, DEC. 4
         “KRAMPUS”
Director: Michael Dougherty
Starring: Adam Scott, Toni Col-

lette, David Koechner, Conchata 
Ferrell

Plot: When a young man 
turns his back on Christmas, he 
unleases an evil force.

What to expect: Do we need a 
movie about family fights during 
the holidays?

         FRIDAY, DEC. 11
“IN THE HEART OF THE SEA”
Director: Ron Howard
Cast: Cillian Murphy, Chris Hem-

sworth, Ben Whishaw, Tom Holland
Plot: The story of a mammoth 

whale attacking a ship in 1820 that 
served as the inspiration for “Moby 
Dick.”

What to expect: Could be the 
sleeper hit of the holidays.

             “LEGEND”
Director: Brian Helgeland
Cast: Tom Hardy, Chazz Palmin-

teri, Emily Browning, David Thewlis
Plot: Reggie and Ronnie Kray 

become the most notorious gang-
sters in London.

What to expect: Oscar buzz for 
Hardy who is playing both broth-
ers.

         FRIDAY, DEC. 18
           “SISTERS”
Director: Jason Moore
Cast: Tina Fey, Amy Poehler, 

Maya Rudolph, Dianne Wiest
Plot: Two disconnected sisters 

must return home to clean out 
their childhood bedroom before the 
family house is sold.

What to expect: It’s opening 
against the new “Star Wars” movie. 
Enough said.

“STAR WARS: THE FORCE 
AWAKENS”

Director: J.J. Abrams
Cast: Oscar Isaac, Adam Driver, 

John Boyega, Daisy Ridley, Har-
rison Ford

Plot: Little has been released 
except something happens to new 
and old characters in a galaxy, far, 
far away.

What to expect: It will be a mam-

moth hit.
     WEDNESDAY, DEC. 23

“ALVIN & THE CHIPMUNKS: THE 
ROAD CHIP”

Director: Walter Becker
Cast: Jason Lee, Tony Hale, 

Jesse McCartney, Justin Long
Plot: Alvin, Simon and Theodore 

must get to Miami in three days to 
stop Dave from proposing.

What to expect: Will survive on 
very young moviegoers.

        FRIDAY, DEC. 25
         “CONCUSSION”
Director: Peter Landesman
Cast: Will Smith, Alex Baldwin, 

Gugu Mbatha-Raw, Stephen 
Moyer

Plot: Film based on the true 
story of Dr. Bennet Omalu’s dis-
covery of CTE.

What to expect: Heavy way to 
spend Christmas.

       “DADDY’S HOME”
Director: Justin Price
Cast: Will Ferrell, Mark Wahl-

berg, Thomas Haden Church, 
Linda Cardellini

Plot: Guy gets back into the life 
of the woman he divorced when 
she marries a very uptight man.

What to expect: Never bet 
against Will Ferrell.

               “JOY”
Director: David O. Russell
Cast: Jennifer Lawrence, Robert 

De Niro, Diane Ladd
Plot: A woman rises to become 

founder and matriarch of a family 
business.

What to expect: Has a good 
pedigree as it’s from the people 
behind “Silver Linings Playbook.”

        “POINT BREAK”
Director: Ericson Core
Cast: Teresa Palmer, Edgar 

Ramirez, Luke Bracey, Delroy 
Lindo

Plot: Young FBI agent infiltrates 
a team of thrill seekers on the 
wrong side of the law.

What to expect: Will be difficult 
to top the original Patrick Swayze 
movie.

     “THE REVENANT”
Director: Alejandro Gonzalez 

Inarritu
Cast: Leonardo Dicaprio, Tom 

Hardy, Luke Haas, Will Poulter
Plot: One man goes to extremes 

to fight for his survival.
What to expect: Could produce 

Oscar buzz.
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Daisy Ridley and John Boyega in “Star Wars: Episode VII - The Force 
Awakens.” (Lucasfilm)

Your entire holiday movie guide
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City of Clute’s 21st annual Harvest Fun Fest Costume Contest winners

Shown are the 4-7 age group winners: 1) Larissa Valenzuela (mummy); 
2) Liana Galvan (gumball); Holly Been (Dorothy)

0-3 age group: 1) Skyler Amezquita 
(Cabbage Patch doll)

8-12 age group: 1) Severin Moers (steam punk); 2) Cannan Moers (steam 
punk); 3) Barbara Middleton (zombie prom queen)


