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Travel back in time at county museum’s Austin Town
The Brazoria County Historical 

Museum will host Austin Town, an 
1832 Texas history experience, on  
Nov. 8.

Visitors will witness this town 
come alive as volunteer interpreters 
portray the daily activities of settlers 
in the harsh, undeveloped land of 
the newly settled Tejas. 

Come meet historical characters 
in Jane Long’s Tavern, sample 
traditional food served in a Mexican 
jacale, witness the work of black-
smiths shaping metal, or smell the 
powder as the militia drills with their 

cannon. 
Want to be a part of the 

action? Then, consider 
becoming a volunteer; serve 
as a costumed interpreter, 
demonstrate daily chores 
of early colonial settlers, or 
help with behind-the-scenes 
preparations. Whatever your 
interest, we have something 
for you.  

Austin Town is open to 
the public on Nov. 8 from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m.  Austin Town Park is 
located at the intersection of State 

Highway 288 and Business 
288, just north of Angleton at 
22851 FM 521. 

Admission prices are $5 
for adults and $3 for children 
under 12 and senior citizens 
over 65. For more informa-
tion, please contact the 
Brazoria County Historical 
Museum at (979) 864-1208 
or www.bchm.org. 

This event is sponsored 
by Phillips 66, Dow Chemi-

cal, BASF, and the Brazoria County 
Historical Commission. 

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

It took only 10 votes.
Three years before the 

famous hanging chads punch 
card debacle in Florida, Brazoria 

County had 
it’s own close 
call, but the 
outcome was 
a lot differ-
ent.

Not dif-
ferent in  a 
way that the 
punch cards 

created major controversy, like 
in Florida in 2000. The courts did 
not step in on this one, If they 
had, there would not have been 
anything for them to rule on.

It was 1996, and State Rep. 
Jack Harris of Pearland decided 
against seeking another term. 
That left the field wide open, and 
four candidates on the Republi-
can side ran in the primaries.

RAMBLINGS
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IS THERE A PROBLEM, OFFICER? A man broke into a pharmacy 
in Swansboro, N.C., and stole a 100-pound safe full of drugs by tying a 
rope around it, and dragging it out of the building with his car. He was 
caught because he continued to drag the safe behind the vehicle down 
the highway for two miles when a police officer pulled over to let him 
pass and saw what he was up to.

PLEASE, BABY, DON’T GO! A lady who thought her husband was 
flying off to see another woman scaled a barbed wire fence and ran onto 
the runway of the airport in Halifax, Nova Scotia, in an attempt to stop 
his plane from leaving. The Royal Canadian Mounted Police put a stop 
to this.

SO, WE’D SAY THE STORY CHECKS OUT: After a neighborhood 
in Northwest Washington, D.C., was identified as “sketchy” on a new 
computer app, a television news crew went there to see if it was true. 
While they were out conducting interviews, someone broke into their van 
and stole their equipment.

I’D KNOW THEM ANYWHERE: A woman was arrested for filming a 
pornographic video that obscured her face in a sanctuary in Linz, Austria, 
after a tipster called the cops saying he recognized her body.

YEAH, YOU’LL HAVE TO COME TO MY HOUSE TO DO THE DEAL: 
Despite being electronically monitored and under house arrest for drug 
charges, a man was arrested for selling heroin to an undercover officer. 
The sale took place at the man’s home in Sicklerville, Pa.

NOW HONEY, I CAN EXPLAIN: A woman taking a yoga class in 
Rutherford, N.J., saw her husband go into a “massage parlor” across 
the street that was actually a front for prostitution. This led to a frank and 
open exchange of views between the couple as well as a subsequent 
raid on the establishment in question.

OW! OOH! OUCH! A thief stole a fish tank from a housewares store 
in Leeds, England, and then ran off. But, during his getaway, he stopped 
to relieve himself in some bushes, accidentally disturbing a nest of angry 
wasps. In agony, he ran toward the police, who were looking for him.

GETTING THE MARRIAGE OFF TO A BAD START: A groom, still 
wearing his white tuxedo, got into an argument in a bar in Manitowoc, 
Wisc.,and threw a mug of beer against a wall, narrowly missing a 
woman. He was arrested for disorderly conduct and spent his wedding 
night in jail.

WHY WON’T YOU BELIEVE ME? A woman checked into a hospital 
in Slidell, La., and used her dead sister’s name and other information to 
avoid paying the medical bills. She was arrested for Medicare fraud, in 
part, because she was wearing a T-shirt that featured a memorial to the 
sister she was impersonating.

Owner Operators: Local-Home 
Nightly! Regional, OTR avail. 
Excellent Pay!  TWIC Card, 
23 yoa, 2yrs exp, CDL-A req’d. 
Flatbed. Apply: adamsii.com or 
800-525-6958 x3

Enjoy the First Christian Church of Alvin festival Nov. 8, and help support a worthy charity
First Christian Church of Alvin 

is hosting a Fall Family Festival to 
provide a fun event.

This is not a fundraiser for the 
church but an opportunity to enjoy 
a day with family and friends as 
well as helping those in need.  All 
proceeds, after expenses, will 
be divided between the top two 
charities participants will vote for 
during the day...your money, your 
vote.

The “ballot” includes: Alvin 
Clothing Outlet (Project School 
Supplies cost $8,500 in 2014); 

Alvin/Manvel Community Food 
Pantry; Alvin/Manvel Meals on 
Wheels; Alvin Women’s Center; 
HOPE Dental Clinic or the 
Wounded Warriors Project.

The Fall Family Festival will 
be held on the church grounds 
at 1212 South Durant, Saturday, 
Nov. 8, beginning at 9 a.m., with 
FREE games and prizes for the 
children, including moonwalks, 
bean bag tosses, ring the soda 
bottles, basketball throw, cupcake 
walk and more.  

A professional clown who does 

exceptional “twists” with balloons 
as well as face painting will be 
there in the afternoon.  Games for 
the entire family will be planned 
later in the day inside the comfort 
of our fellowship hall....all free!

For just $1 you can purchase a 
hot dog, chips and a drink.  

Craft, art and food vendors will 
be selling their wares.  The Alvin 
Police Department’s SWAT All-
Terrain vehicle will be on display 
as well as a jail....so here’s your 
opportunity to put someone in jail; 
you just have to get them there!  
Proceeds will be shared between 
APD and Festival charities.

A “DJ” will provide live music in 

the afternoon while participants 
“out bid” their neighbors at the 
Silent Auction going on all day 
(you need not be present to win).  
A Classic Car Show also begins 
at 9 a.m.  Applications for ven-
dors and car enthusiasts may be 
printed from our Facebook page 
at “First Christian Church of Alvin” 
or also available in the Church 
office Tuesday-Friday mornings or 
by calling 281-331-5825.  

The Food Pantry staff will 
provide tours of the Alvin/Manvel 
Community Food Pantry in the 
afternoon; tour fee is non-perish-

able food or cash donations.
Don’t leave early or you will 

miss the free family movie on the 
grounds at 6:30 p.m.  Bring lawn 
chairs, blankets and insect repel-
lent and just relax. Concessions 
will be available for a minimal 
cost.

Parking has been made avail-
able at the AISD parking lot on the 
corner of S. Johnson/Stadium/S. 
Beauregard streets.  Shuttles will 
be available from the parking lot 
to the church (about 2 blocks) 
for those who cannot walk the 
distance.
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Shakespeare’s four-
letter words

Q.  How given to four-letter 
words was William Shakespeare, 
and who might have cared about 
such a question anyhow?

A.  No, not those four-letter words 
but the everyday variety like “wine,” 
“mark,” “love,” “home.”  This type 
of interest has been termed “digital 
data spectra” because fingers 
(digits) were used for the count-
ing of two-letter words, three-letter 
words and so on, says Brian Hayes 
in “American Scientist” magazine.  
One early digitalist was Thomas 
Mendenhall (1841-1924), who 
wanted to prove that Francis Bacon 
actually wrote the plays ascribed to 
Shakespeare.  Mendenhall did the 
count profile for “Popular Science” 
magazine, with one person calling 
off the letters and another person 
recording the count.  

Such a tabulation soon revealed 
a curious pattern:  After tallying 
400,000 words of Shakespeare, 
200,000 of Bacon, and works of 
various other Elizabethan writers, 
Mendenhall found that for most 
authors, their most frequent word 
length was three letters, accounting 
for about 200 words out of every 
1000.  This was true for Bacon as 

well, but only Shakespeare moved 
this number to four.

Nowadays, computers can be 
used for counting word length, line 
length and more, so you too can 
get your own writing “profile.”  Are 
you more like Shakespeare or the 
typical writer?  Let’s just hope you’re 
not given over to the “wrong” sort of 
four-letter words! 

The nicotine defense
Q.  What happens when 

hornworm caterpillars eat wild 
tobacco plants?

A.  If the plants contain nicotine, 
the caterpillars get such noxious 
smoker’s breath that predators go 
reeling backward and flee, says 
Susan Milius in “Science News” 
magazine.  As chemical ecologist 
Ian Baldwin characterized it, “I think 
it’s actually the first example of 
using bad breath as a defense....”  
Though many creatures are them-
selves poisoned by the nicotine, the 
plump striped tobacco hornworm 
caterpillar can repurpose the poison 
to generate “toxic halitosis” for its 
own protection.

When attacking wolf spiders 
touch the caterpillars, the night-
prowlers jump away, even though 
they readily eat other hornworms 
that feed on plants lacking nicotine.  

In Utah, for example, with its nico-
tine-free coyote tobacco, research-
ers attributed the disappearance 
of large numbers of hornworms to 
these predatory wolf spiders.  

Says Baldwin, “This tobacco 
defense takes its toll, however.  The 
nicotine makes the hornworms slug-
gish and stunts their growth a bit.”

Spinning Earth and 
launching rockets

Q.  Which part of the Earth has 
the fastest diurnal spin, and why 
might it be important to know?

A.  As the Earth turns, points 
along the equator travel a full 
25,000-mile circumference in 24 
hours, for a spin speed of about 
1,000 miles per hour. Points at 
either of the poles move a negligible 
distance per 24 hours, making for a 
negligible speed.

Since Earth spins fastest at the 
equator, countries like Russia, Israel 
and Ukraine have sought to work 
with Brazil to gain access to its 
prime launch pad at the Alcantara 
Launch Center, measuring a few 
degrees south, as reported by Hal 
Hodson et al. in “New Scientist” 
magazine.  The added spin speed 
provides an extra boost to launch 
vehicles, reducing the thrust needed 
to escape into space.  Says Josue 
Cardoso dos Santos at Sao Paulo 
State University, “Brazil is develop-
ing a homegrown orbital launch 
vehicle and, with the help of the 
Russian Federal Space Agency, 
is designing a family of next-gen-
eration rockets, dubbed Southern 
Cross.”

(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)

“When I e-mail, I like to throw in 
occasional misspellings, just to 
make me appear human.”
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Brazoria County Tax Asses-
sor-Collector Ro’Vin Garrett 
announced the Nov. 3 start-up of 
the County’s Scofflaw Program 
to collect overdue fines and fees 
owed the County. 

Working with the law firm 
Perdue, Brandon, Fielder, Collins 
& Mott, LLP, Garrett’s Office will 
begin denying vehicle registra-
tion renewal to the vehicle owner 
that has a past due court fine or 
fee owed to the County. State law 
provides that a county can use the 
scofflaw program to collect these 
unpaid amounts. 

Garrett advised those who 
owe delinquent fines and fees to 
pay now. “Those delinquent have 
received notices about unpaid 
amounts, but have not taken any 
action to address them and will not 
be able to complete their vehicle 

registration,” said Garrett. 
“Paying now will avoid the impo-

sition of an additional $20 process-
ing fee that will be added to each 
registration, once the fine or fee 
has been paid, to defray the cost 
of the collections program,” Garrett 
concluded.

Although fines and fees owed 
to Brazoria County courts only 
are being addressed at this time, 
local cities and other entities in the 
county also may participate in the 
scofflaw program by contract with 
the county and the law firm. “Once 
the program gets up and running, 
I will be contacting the local cities 
about their delinquent fines and 
fees, as well,” said Garrett.

Mike Darlow, a partner with the 
law firm, added, “We contact those 
individuals who have not paid to 
remind them of their obligations.”  

County to start denying car registration 
renewal over delinquent fines, fees Dianne Hensley finished first 

with 28.2 percent of the vote. 
She then faced the second-place 
finisher in the run-offs.

This is when the fun started. 
Dennis Bonnen received 2,706 

votes, and  Arch Hartwell “Beaver” 
Aplin, III, finished with 2,696 
votes, just 10 less than Bonnen. 
Dee Allen finished fourth.

Bonnen, it appeared, would 
face Hensley in the run-offs, but 
even back then, there had been 
talk about how the punch card 
system is not always accurate.

This was four years before 
George W. Bush was declared 
the winner in the close presiden-
tial race with Al Gore after two 
weeks of ballot examination in 
Florida, which also at the time 
used the punch card method of 
voting. “Hanging chads” became a 
phrase Americans heard repeated 
again and again in election news 
reports. Then, an intervention 
from the U.S. Supreme Court 
stopped the counting and ended 
the race. That awarded Florida’s 
Electoral College votes to Bush, 
which were enough to win the 
presidency.

Even in 1996, Brazoria County 
was looking into changing the way 
votes are cast here, but for that 
election, the punch card machines 
were once again fired up.

County Clerk Dolly Bailey was 
in charge of the whole process. 
Before her office took over the 
vote counting, it was handled by 
the Mosquito Control District. It 
would take a long time to explain 
why it was originally set up that 
way, so I’ll save it for another 
time.

Over the years as a reporter 
covering this area and then 
publishing The Bulletin, I had not 
heard of any complaints about the 
counting by Bailey’s office, even 
though there was a lot of informa-
tion floating around that the punch 
card machines miss votes.

I was having coffee in the court-
house the morning after the elec-

tion when I ran into Bailey, and we 
had a chat about the close vote.

Are they going to have a 
recount, I asked?

“We can have one,” she replied, 
“but it’s not going to change the 
outcome.”

She seemed really confi-
dent about it. Bailey knew the 
machines were working properly.

As it turned out, there was a 
recount, and, as that turned out, 
nothing changed. The machines 
did their jobs, and there were no 
hanging chads or missed votes.

As it turned out, Bonnen went 
on to win the run-offs, the Novem-
ber general elections, and began 
his long career as a Texas State 
Representative.

It was a career that almost 
didn’t happen.

Bonnen is now one of the 
most powerful members of the 

legislature. He is Speaker Pro 
Tempore, chairman of the Sunset 
Advisory Commission and the 
House Special Purpose Districts 
Committee. He is the vice-chair of 
the Joint Committee of Oversight 
of Higher Education Governance, 
Excellence & Transparency. He 
also sits on the Natural Resources 
Committee.

But in 1996, all this hung on 
only 10 votes.

Although Aplin lost a spot in 
the run-off by a hair, he has fared 
well in the private sector. He and 
partner Don Wasek continued to 
grow their business, the Buc-ees 
convenience store chain, way 
beyond Brazoria County. 

Early voting is under way. 
Exercise your right, and help your 
candidates. You never know when 
they will need that one vote, or 
two ... or 10.

The 1996 race that started Dennis Bonnen’s career was a squeeker
(Continued from Page 1)
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Professional actress Quinn 
Hawkesworth recently appeared at 
a Brazosport College Foundation’s 
Women’s Lecture Luncheon Series 
event on at the Dow Academic 
Center on the Brazosport College 
Campus.

During the luncheon, Hawkes-
worth impressed the crowd with 
an emotional performance of her 
one-woman play, “It Gives a Lovely 
Light.” Hawkesworth, right, is 
pictured with Brazosport College 
President Dr. Millicent Valek. This 
year’s Women’s Lecture Luncheon 
Series has two more events sched-
uled, including authors Red & Black 
on Feb. 12 and Julie Powell on April 
9. For more information,  call (979) 
230.3496.  

BC’s Women’s 
Lecture Luncheon 

hosts actress 
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sNine County Parks.
sA group campground with air-

conditioned dormitories, cabins, lake 
& bayou fishing, swimming pool & 
wooded trails.

sTwo full-service RV campgrounds 
with air-conditioned cabins, lighted 
fishing areas, covered pavilions, 
playground on the coast.

s23 miles of sandy beaches.
s20 public boat ramps.
sHistorical homes.
sCoastal ecology center.
sBird watching.
sShelling (peak season Dec.-Feb.)
sYear-round Adventure Programs.
sYear-round special events.
Administrative offices
313 W. Mulberry
Angleton, TX. 77515
(979) 864-1541
Brazoria County Parks Director 
J.R. Norris, Interim Director
Board of Park Commissioners
Meta Kirby, Chairman
Paul Wofford, Jr., Vice Chairman
Joyce Peltier, Secretary
Dorman Davidson
Rex Lloyd
John Stanford

SPONSORS
Platinum ($2,000)
BASF Corporation 

Dow Chemical Company
Freeport LNG
Gold ($1,500)

Warehouse Associates (Pirates Alley 
Café, Ocean Village Hotel, Beach 

House Associates)
Silver ($1,000)

Meyerland Custom Home Renovation LLC
Bronze ($500)

DM Petroleum Operations
DSM Nutritional Products Inc.
Kids Way Clinic, Lake Jackson

Town of Quintana
We also thank the many volunteers who help 

clean the beaches, stake out trees and sand 
fencing, lend a hand with programs, and add so 
much to the county’s parks and to our communi-
ties. To become a sponsor or to volunteer in our 
programs, call (979) 864-1541 or email jamesg 
@brazoria-county.com.

Congratulations and a huge 
“thank you” are in order for the 
volunteers who participated in the 
annual Fall Adopt-A-Beach Clean-
Up in Brazoria County on Sept. 27.  

On 17 miles of Brazoria County 
beaches, 1,076 volunteers picked 
up 1,075 bags of debris in just 
three hours.  The local breakdown 
is 1072 volunteers with 972 bags 
on the beaches from the Surfside 
Jetty to San Luis Pass and 104 vol-
unteers with 103 bags on Quintana 
and Bryan beaches.  Both areas 
also had volunteers who staffed the 
registration and materials booths, 
and who cooked and served the 
meal for volunteers.  

Local results compare well 
with the statewide tally.  Across 
Texas beaches and bays, 9,300 
volunteers recovered 11,403 bags 
of litter; averaging 1.2 bags per 
person.  In all, 149 miles of beach 
and bay frontage were addressed 
on this single morning.  Volun-
teers at the Brazoria County sites 
account for about one-ninth of the 
total statewide effort.  

Trash bags and other supplies 
for the program are distributed 
among the site coordinators by the 
Texas General Land Office.  There 

are 30 clean-up sites along the 
coast.  

Volunteer meals were provided 
locally by sponsoring organi-
zations.  Ocean Village Hotel 
contributed most of the meal at 
Surfside, where food preparation 
and service was covered by the 
Save Our Beach Association.  The 
Town of Quintana provided both 
the meal and service volunteers 
at Quintana.  Remaining program 
expenses were covered by parks 
department sponsors.  

Several schools, companies, 
and groups contributed volunteers 
to this effort. Among the notable 
are Brazoswood High School with 
about 75 participants; Schlum-
berger with 420; four Girl Scout 
groups with almost 100 volunteers 
from Katy; 100 students from 
Memorial High School; 60 from 
Manvel; a group of 20 foreign 
exchange students out of Pearland; 
Elsik High School’s National Honor 
Society with 37; and an average 
of 50 volunteers each from Dow, 
BASF, and Chevron Phillips. The 
farthest-traveling participants were 
from Round Rock, while Surfside 
and Quintana residents figured 
prominently in the event’s success.  

A big thanks to everyone who 
participated in fall beach clean-up Living history re-enactors gathered from across the state to celebrate 

Texas Navy Day on Sept. 20 at Surfside Jetty County Park.  Surfside, 
originally known as the Port of Velasco, was the original home port of the 
Republic of Texas Navy.  

Texas Navy Day re-enactment

Angleton resident Ethan Gambino trains a fresh crew on Zeus, a muzzle-
loading cannon. Cannon safety training is a major feature of the local 
Texas Navy Day event.  

Members of the Koeck family, of Wimberley, demonstrate cooking over 
an open fire and other aspects of life in early Texas.  They are displaying 
the official flag of the Texas Navy, adopted in 1837.  
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                                 Quintana Education Center
The Quintana Education Center project has experienced rain delays over 

the past two weeks.  Conditions on the ground prevent use of heavy equip-
ment necessary to site preparation and setting foundations. Some headway 
has been made in clearing the site with smaller equipment. The project will 
progress as the weather allows.

                                  San Luis Pass Boardwalk
Construction is complete on the San Luis Pass Boardwalk and Walkover 

project. Final grant reports are pending with the Texas General Land Office.  
The department is investigating a low-cost opportunity to supplement the 
project by acquiring a pair of wheeled beach chairs, which would allow beach 
access to wheelchair-bound patrons.

                                      Hanson Boat Ramp
Rains have delayed activity at the Hanson Boat Ramp project site 

recently. Culverts are on location awaiting installation by Precinct 4 crews 
when the weather and their work schedule allow. Once the culverts are set 
and access to the construction area is secure, bids will be let for the ramp 
and bulkheads. The roadway will be repaired and finished when the ramp 
and bulkheads are in place. Afterward, department crews will build piers and 
install lighting. Project completion is anticipated for late summer at earliest.  

Updates on parks projects
Monday, Nov. 3 - Stephen F. 

Austin Birthday Celebration.  Bring 
the family to the Austin Statue at 
Hwy. 288 and Hwy. 35 for a celebra-
tion.    Free event sponsored by 
local groups.  Call the Department 
Office at (979) 864-1541.

Wednesday, Dec. 31 - New 
Years Eve Party at Quintana Beach 
County Park.  Come enjoy a safe 
New Year’s Eve Party the whole 
family can attend.  Potluck dinner, 
bingo, and board games begin at 
6 p.m.  Registered campers only.  
Contact Quintana Beach County 
Park at (979) 233-1461. 

Small Watercraft Club.  Join 
the fun with Brazoria County Parks, 
Brazoria County 4-H Clubs, and 
Sea Center Texas as we learn 
about canoes and kayaks.  From 
basic watercraft safety and skills 
to short trips on local waterways, 
this growing club is a good fit for 
family activity and learning.  Dates, 
times, and locations vary by season.  
Call (979) 864-1541 or e-mail 
jamesg@brazoria-county.com. 

Saturday, Jan. 24, 9 a.m. - noon 
- Dunes Day.  Volunteers meet at 
Quintana and Surfside Beaches 
to rebuild, restore, and strengthen 
our dunes.  Contact James at (979) 
864-1541 (Surfside) or Patty at 
(979) 233-1461 (Quintana).

Parks Department 
upcoming programs

Department employees gathered 
recently to honor Ed McKillop, 
supervisor at Camp Mohawk County 

Park, who is 
retiring Oct. 
30. 

McKillop 
came to the 
department 
with the 
2001 transfer 
of Camp 
Mohawk 

from the Camp Meeting Association.  
Overseeing a total overhaul of the 
park at the time of transfer, he also 
served as site manager for Resoft 
County Park in Alvin.  

Prior to his employment with 
Brazoria County, McKillop served in 
the U.S. Army, spent time as a DPS 
Motorcycle Trooper, and owned and 
operated a private business.  

He and his wife intend to remain 
in the area and enjoy their grandchil-
dren.

Camp Mohawk park supervisor retires

Ed McKillop
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Supreme Court allows Texas  
to require photo IDs for voting

By Michael Doyle
McClatchy Washington Bureau (MCT)

WASHINGTON — A divided Supreme Court has allowed to let a new 
Texas voter ID law take effect, the latest ruling in a series of decisions on 
voting laws in the states just days before midterm elections.

The court’s decision means Texas voters must present one of several 
forms of photo identification.

“We are pleased that the U.S. Supreme Court has agreed that Texas’ voter 
ID law should remain in effect for the upcoming election,” Texas Attorney 
General Greg Abbott’s office said in a statement. Spokeswoman Lauren 
Bean added that the state “will continue to defend the voter ID law.”

The court’s majority did not issue a written explanation for the ruling. But 
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg wrote emphatically on behalf of herself and two 
other dissenters.

“The greatest threat to public confidence in elections in this case is the 
prospect of enforcing a purposefully discriminatory law, one that imposes an 
unconstitutional poll tax and risks denying the right to vote to hundreds of 
thousands of eligible voters,” Ginsburg wrote.

Justices Sonia Sotomayor and Elena Kagan joined Ginsburg in dissent. 
The court’s order did not say how the other justices voted, though at least 
five must have agreed with the decision.

The liberal group Alliance for Justice denounced the ruling as a “big set-
back for voting rights,” while prominent Democrat Donna Brazile declared the 
high court’s actions are “so hurtful to democracy.”

The decision extends the conservative-dominated Supreme Court’s role in 
the 2014 elections, as justices had previously reversed trial judges or appel-
late courts to let restrictive voter eligibility laws take effect in Ohio and North 
Carolina.

In Wisconsin, the court blocked state officials from implementing new voter 
ID requirements. In all of the cases, the laws may remain subject to scrutiny 
under continued litigation; the immediate question was whether the laws 
would be allowed to take effect for the November election.
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Treasures by the Sea Market Day, ‘Kyteflyby’ scheduled for Surfside Beach on Nov. 1
Save Our Beach Association 

(SOBA’s) third annual Treasures by 
the Sea Market Day will take place 
on Nov. 1 at Surfside Beach.

There will be Holiday shopping 
opportunities, craft activities for chil-
dren, and entertainment by talented 
area individuals and groups. 

Vendor sales and kids kite- 
making classes will begin at 10 
a.m. Children will be able to fill a 
bottle with Surfside sand and tiny 
treasures in the afternoon as a 
memento of their special day at the 
beach. Entertainment events will be 
scattered throughout the day. There 
will be hand-built and hand-thrown 
pottery, mosaics and jewelry includ-
ing pieces made with sea glass 
found at Surfside. There also will be 
antiques, collectibles, honey, jams, 
jellies, furniture, unique hand-crafted 
gifts and paintings. For lunch, some 

of Surfside’s best cooks will be serv-
ing up soups, sandwiches, great 
desserts and other temptations.

 If this is not sufficient motivation, 
the new addition to Market Day 
festivities should be. Starting at 10 
a.m., the Surfside Flyers Kite Club 
will offer its first Treasures by the 
Sea Kyteflyby.

This event has received extensive 
publicity in “Kiter” circles. Billy Ray 
Miadenka of the American Kitefliers 
Association (AKA) affiliated Surfside 
Flyers Kite Club observes: “It looks 
like we’re going to have fliers from 
quite a few states coming down. 
Should be one heck of a kite fly for 
SOBA. If there were a P.A system, 
playing music, we could put on a 
dual linekite ballet, (several kites 
“dancing” together, in the wind, 
doing aerobatics) to the music. Just 
a thought, but it’s really beautiful 

and a real crowd attention-getter. 
I’m really pleased with all the kiters 
that are going to attend. The skies 
will be painted with some beautiful 
kites and colors.” 

Our “Surfside kiters” are plan-
ning a great show that will give “go 
fly a kite” a new dimension in your 
memory and offer prize-winning still 
and movie photo opportunities. 

The market closes at 4 p.m. and 
the Kiteflyby at 5 p.m., but there are 
plenty of places to explore, great 
places to eat and a place for the 
kids to fly their kites while you wait 
for the night-time kite flying display 
that will provide a dramatic conclu-
sion to the day’s festivities.  

For vendor information, con-
tact Georgia Pavey, (979) 292-

9433, Gpavey321@gmail.com. 
Contact Dortha Pekar at  
Dortha@fortvelasco.org if you have 
other questions about the event.  
Learn more about the kites at Surf-
side Fliers Kite Club on Facebook.

Market Day is sponsored by 
SOBA. Children’s crafts are spon-
sored by Coastal Sisters Charming 
Rentals and TheTexasClayGirls. 

There will be fun, food, and entertainment at Surfside this Saturday.
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Look for us on 
Facebook

History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Oct. 27: ON THIS DATE in 
1787, the Federalist Letters, meant 
to encourage states’ ratification 
of the U.S. Constitution, began 
appearing in New York newspa-
pers. In 1938, duPont announced 
the development of a synthetic 
fiber called nylon.

Oct. 28: ON THIS DATE in 
1492, Christopher Columbus 
landed in Cuba during his first 
voyage to the New World. In 1962, 
U.S.S.R. leader Nikita Khrushchev 
ordered the removal of Soviet 
nuclear missiles from Cuba, 
ending the Cuban Missile Crisis.

Oct. 29: ON THIS DATE in 
1923, the Republic of Turkey was 
proclaimed. In 1966, the National 
Organization for Women was 
founded.

Oct. 30: ON THIS DATE in 
1938, the radio play “War of the 
Worlds,” starring Orson Welles, 
aired on CBS. The live drama, 
which employed fake news 
reports, panicked some listen-
ers who thought its portrayal of a 
Martian invasion was true. 

Oct. 31: ON THIS DATE in 
1956, Rear Adm. G.J. Dufek 
became the first person to land 
an airplane at the South Pole. In 
1984, Indian Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi was assassinated by two 
Sikh security guards.

Nov. 1: ON THIS DATE in 1861, 
Gen. George B. McClellan was 
named general in chief of the 
Union armies during the U.S. Civil 
War. His leadership was con-
sidered an utter failure because 
of his hesitancy to take the fight 
to the Confederates; President 
Lincoln fired him five months later. 
In 1932, Wernher von Braun was 
named head of Germany’s liquid-
fuel rocket program.

Nov. 2: ON THIS DATE in 1948, 
President Truman narrowly won 
election over Republican chal-
lenger Thomas E. Dewey. In 1959, 
game-show contestant Charles 
Van Doren admitted to a House 
subcommittee that he had been 
given questions and answers 
before appearances on the NBC-
TV program “Twenty-One.”

Answer to last week’s ques-
tion: This week in 1918, Czecho-
slovakia gained independence with 
the breakup of Austria-Hungary 
near the end of World War I.

This week’s question: Who 
were the two candidates Richard 
M. Nixon defeated for the presi-
dency in 1968?
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1. Memory loss that disrupts daily life. One of the most common signs 
of Alzheimer’s, especially in the early stages, is forgetting recently learned 
information. Others include forgetting important dates or events; asking 
for the same information over and over; relying on memory aides (e.g., 
reminder notes or electronic devices) or family members for things they 
used to handle on their own. What’s typical? Sometimes forgetting names 
or appointments, but remembering them later.

2. Challenges in planning or solving problems. Some people may 
experience changes in their ability to develop and follow a plan or work 
with numbers. They may have trouble following a familiar recipe or keep-
ing track of monthly bills. They may have difficulty concentrating and take 
much longer to do things than they did before. 

3. Difficulty completing familiar tasks at home, at work or at leisure. 
People with Alzheimer’s often find it hard to complete daily tasks. Some-
times, people may have trouble driving to a familiar location, managing 
a budget at work or remembering the rules of a favorite game. What’s 
typical? Occasionally needing help to use the settings on a microwave or 
to record a television show.

4. Confusion with time or place. People with Alzheimer’s can lose track 
of dates, seasons and the passage of time. They may have trouble under-
standing something if it is not happening immediately. Sometimes they 
may forget where they are or how they got there. What’s typical? Getting 
confused about the day of the week but figuring it out later.

5. Trouble understanding visual images and spatial relationships. For 
some people, having vision problems is a sign of Alzheimer’s. They may 
have difficulty reading, judging distance and determining color or contrast. 
In terms of perception, they may pass a mirror and think someone else is 
in the room. They may not recognize their own reflection. What’s typical? 
Vision changes related to cataracts.

6. New problems with words in speaking or writing. People with 
Alzheimer’s may have trouble following or joining a conversation. They 
may stop in the middle of a conversation and have no idea how to con-
tinue or they may repeat themselves. They may struggle with vocabulary, 
have problems finding the right word or call things by the wrong name 
(e.g., calling a watch a “hand clock”). What’s typical? Sometimes having 
trouble finding the right word.

7. Misplacing things and losing the ability to retrace steps. A person 
with Alzheimer’s disease may put things in unusual places. They may lose 
things and be unable to go back over their steps to find them again. Some-
times, they may accuse others of stealing. This may occur more frequently 
over time. What’s typical? Misplacing things from time to time, such as a 
pair of glasses or the remote control.

8. Decreased or poor judgment. People with Alzheimer’s may experi-
ence changes in judgment or decision making. For example, they may use 
poor judgment when dealing with money, giving large amounts to telemar-
keters. They may pay less attention to grooming or keeping themselves 
clean. What’s typical? Making a bad decision once in a while.

9. Withdrawal from work or social activities. A person with Alzheimer’s 
may start to remove themselves from hobbies, social activities, work 
projects or sports. They may have trouble keeping up with a favorite sports 
team or remembering how to complete a favorite hobby. They may also 
avoid being social because of the changes they have experienced. What’s 
typical? Sometimes feeling weary of work, family and social obligations.

10. Changes in mood and personality. The mood and personalities of 
people with Alzheimer’s can change. They can become confused, suspi-
cious, depressed, fearful or anxious. They may be easily upset at home, 
at work, with friends or in places where they are out of their comfort zone. 
What’s typical? Developing very specific ways of doing things and becom-
ing irritable when a routine is disrupted.

If you have questions about any of these warning signs, the Alzheimer’s 
Association recommends consulting a physician. Early diagnosis provides the best 
opportunities for treatment, support and future planning. For more information, go 
to alz.org/10signs or call 800-272-3900.

Have you noticed any of these warning signs?
Caregiver support vital to handling long-lasting diseases

“Alzheimer’s disease is life-
changing for both those who are 
diagnosed and those close to them. 
Being the primary caregiver for a 
loved one with a dementing disease 
is the hardest thing you will ever do, 
“ Dale Libby, Project Coordinator 
of the Brazoria County Alzheimer’s 
Awareness Project said.

Participating in a support group 
is one of the best ways to maintain 
sanity and energy while dealing 
with these terrible and long lasting 
diseases.

The purpose of a support group 

is to provide an opportunity for 
family members and caregivers to 
meet and develop a mutual sup-
port system that will help maintain 
the health and well being of its 
members. People come to sup-
port groups looking for something. 
They typically talk about looking 
for people who “really understand 
because they’ve been there too.”

“Having a forum to exchange 
practical information on caregiving 
problems and possible solutions, 
talk through challenges and ways 
of coping, share feelings, needs 

and concerns, and learn about 
resources available in the commu-
nity, has helped me immensely. I no 
longer feel like I am the only person 
going through this,” Libby said.

“In southern Brazoria County, 
there are three caregiver support 
groups, but participation is poor, 
“ Libby explained. When caregiv-
ers are overwhelmed and tired, 
they find excuses for not joining 
a support group. Some of these 
excuses (and responses) are: 1) 
“I’m not a group type of person” (Go 
anyway. Just hearing that someone 
else deals with similar problems 
can renew your energy); 2) “I can’t 
leave my loved one” (Find a sitter 
or ask a friend or relative to watch 
the person for a couple of hours. 
You may just have to ignore your 
loved one’s objections); 3) “I can’t 
talk to strangers” (The people in the 
support group have faced similar 
problems and won’t remain strang-
ers long); 4) “I have to work during 
the day” (Our Younger Onset group 
meets at 6 p.m. so you can attend 
after work).

“When I started down this path 
with my wife, I was still working at 
Dow (subsequently retired at age 
59). I needed a group that met at 
night and was dealing with Younger 
Onset issues,“ he continued. “After 
attending a Younger Onset group 
in Houston, I knew that we needed 
a similar group here in southern 
Brazoria County.”

“If you are a caregiver, I know 
that you will benefit from attending a 
support group. I know I have,” Libby 
concluded.

The three caregiver group 
meetings in southern Brazoria 
county are:

1st Thurs.  6 to 7:30 p.m.
Younger Onset
First Christian Church,  503 

Oyster Creek, Lake Jackson
Dale Libby   (979) 236-5393
              ------------
3rd Tues.  1:30 to 2:30 p.m.
Country Village, 721 W. Mulberry, 

Angleton
Lisa Wiggins  (979) 849-8281
                ------------
4th Tuesday  12:30-1:30 p.m.
First Christian Church, 503 Oyster 

Creek, Lake Jackson
Brenda Maust    (979) 849-5051

NOVEMBER IS ALZHEIMER’S AWARENESS MONTH

New Alzheimer’s studies affirm 
Gathering Place Programming

 “We now know that the brain is plastic, or resilient enough that we can 
actually make ourselves smarter.  Even in cases of Alzheimer’s disease, 
some normal brain cells remain, and research suggests they can be stimu-
lated to create new connections.”

Dr. Robert Bender, Medical Director, Johnny Orr Memory Center, Des 
Moines, Iowa, from “A Multifaceted Approach to Cognitive Decline in Patients 
with Alzheimer’s Disease,” reported in Brain Aging, Vol. 2

 Findings of a study, published in the Journal Brain June 18, 2014, and 
reported in the Alzheimer’s Reading Room:

     “A self-repairing mechanism, neurogenesis, helps to preserve brain 
function in neurogenerative diseases.” 

Dr. Diego Gomez-Nicola, University of Southampton
“While it is not well known, it is possible to make new brain cells at any 

age. This could mean that an active effort to make new brain cells could 
delay the onset of Alzheimer’s.  It could also mean that an activity program 
could delay the progression of the disease in patients living with Alzheimer’s 
disease and related dementias.”

Bob DeMarco, the Alzheimer’s Reading Room, in a story about Gomez-
Nicola’s findings.

“These newly-published studies (above) have demonstrated that the 
programming at Gathering Places may slow the progression of Alzheimer’s 
if participants start attending regularly at an early stage of the disease.  If 
caregivers realized how beneficial Gathering Place activities are for people 
with dementia, they would bring their family members sooner.”

Brenda Maust, founder of the Gathering Place
Gathering Place Interfaith Ministeries

There IS hope and we CAN help.
Respite.  Information.  Referral.  Education.  Support. 

(979) 864-1925
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

God can change the hearts of even the most 
hardened criminals

My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Q: Do you think some people are just destined to be bad, and no 
matter what happens, they’ll always do what’s wrong? I’m a police-
man, and I’ve often wondered about this because it seems like I keep 
seeing the same people over and over. - K.W.

A: On the surface, it certainly may seem this way; a young person who 
starts out on the wrong road in life often stays on it, at least until something 
(or someone) intervenes to help them change.

But the Bible reminds us of a very important truth: God is able to change 
the heart of the most rebellious person, even a hardened criminal. Not long 
ago, I met the warden of one of our toughest prisons, and I was thrilled by 
the stories he told of prisoners whose lives had been changed because of 
their commitment to Jesus Christ.

But it’s true not just with hardened criminals. God is in the business of 
changing lives - and it happens all the time. Not every person who’s on the 
wrong road will repent of their sins and follow Christ, but some will. King 
Manasseh was the most evil ruler God’s people ever had, but eventually 
he repented of his sins, and his life was changed. The Bible says, “The 
Lord was moved by his entreaty and listened to his plea.” (2 Chronicles 33:
13).

Your work is difficult, and at times I’m sure it’s discouraging. But don’t 
become cynical, and don’t just focus on those people you can’t seem to 
help. Instead, see your job as a responsibility from God, and every day 
ask Him to use you to make a difference in someone’s life. The Bible says, 
“Listen to advice and accept discipline, and at the end you will be counted 
among the wise” (Proverbs 19:20).

Brazoria Lions Club takes aim on annual gun raffle
The Brazoria Lions Club will hold 

its annual gun raffle (99 long guns 
and a Polaris 4-wheeler) culminating 
with the drawing on Thursday, Dec. 
11, beginning with a social at 6 p.m. 
at the Brazoria Heritage Foundation 
Lloyd Thomas Gymnasium (Hwy. 36 
at Smith Street) in Brazoria.

Raffle tickets are $20 each, and 
can be bought from any Brazoria 
Lions Club member. Only 3,500 tick-
ets will be sold. Tickets are available 
at Davis Tire & Auto, The Car Store, 
The Used Car Factory and The 
T-Shirt Shop in Brazoria. Tickets will 
also be sold at the times shown at 
the following locations:

• Most Wednesdays until the 
event at the Walmart in Lake Jack-
son from 10 a.m - 6 p.m.

• Most Thursdays until the event 
at the Food King in Lake Jackson 
from 3-6 p.m.

• Most Thursdays until the event 
at Stewart’s in Brazoria from 3-7 
p.m.

• Most Fridays until the event at 
McCoy’s in Brazoria from 8 a.m. - 6 
p.m.

• Most Thursdays from 3-7 p.m. 
and Saturdays from 11 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
until the event at Brazos Mall in 
front of Texas Road House

• Most Fridays until the event at 
Bernard Grocery in Churchill from 2:
00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m.

Purchase of a raffle ticket will also 
entitle the ticket holder to a bar-b-q 
sandwich, chips and a drink at the 
drawing Dec. 11. Additional chances 
to win other prizes will be offered 
at the event.  The prizes are listed 
on the raffle ticket, and all MUST 
be claimed within 30 days of the 
drawing. Winners will have choices 

of calibers and gauges on model 
drawn on hand – first come, first 
choice. All gun winners must pass a 
NCIS background check.

Get your tickets early – they were 
sold out before Thanksgiving in 
2013. Winners need not be present 
to win. For more information, call 
(979) 798-4444.

“Sven’s body check experience on 
the ice should come in handy for 
hostile takeovers.”
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

 Across
1 Credit card choice
5 Woman’s address
10 Nosegay
14 Blogger’s “That’s what I 
think”
15 Like beer in a cooler
16 Vogue rival
17 Mathematician’s “Stay 
cool!”?
19 Radiant look

20 Signed up for, as a contest
21 Bacon hunks
22 Corrida cry
23 Hors d’oeuvres liver spread
25 Waist-tied kitchen protectors
29 Golfer’s “Stay cool!”?
33 Pinot __: red wine
34 Remove wool from
35 Half of the word “inning”
36 Diver’s “Stay cool!”?
40 “Ewww!”

41 Whistlestop places
42 Former Sony brand
43 Refrigeration mechanic’s 
“Stay cool!”?
45 Take out a loan
47 Senior advocacy gp.
48 Help out
49 Roller coaster segments
52 Bedroom shoe
57 “If __ a Hammer”
58 Realtor’s “Stay cool!”?
61 Arty NYC section
62 Last new Olds
63 Vicinity
64 Ruffian
65 Black __ spider
66 Legis. meeting

Down
1 ‘80s TV’s 
“Miami __”
2 “That’s my cue!”
3 Closed
4 Top-shelf
5 Refuges for overnighters
6 Battery terminal
7 Morse code character
8 Stretchy bandage brand
9 “All the President’s __”
10 Limb for Ahab
11 Spanish stewpot
12 Dinner’s often on him
13 Conifers with pliable wood
18 1982 Disney sci-fi flick
21 Drummer Ringo
23 Chirps from chicks
24 Run __: get credit at the pub
25 Bit of foolishness
26 Cook by simmering
27 Kipling’s “__-Tikki-Tavi”
28 Mined find
29 Treaty of __: War of 1812 
ender
30 Show again
31 Halved
32 “Horsefeathers!”
34 Clinch, as a deal
37 Sky holder of myth
38 “Let’s Make a Deal” choice
39 Listening organ
44 What 46-Down totally isn’t
45 Puff up in the wind, as a sail
46 “Garfield” pooch
48 Houston baseballer
49 Shopper’s aid
50 “This can’t be good”
51 Waikiki’s island
53 High-tech hand-held gad-
gets, briefly
54 Go (over) in detail
55 Baaing mas
56 Genetic messengers
58 Espied
59 Yalie
60 Turner of broadcasting
(c)2014 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
DAY  YEAR  WEEK  HOUR  MONTH  SECOND  DECADE  CENTURY
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles:  HEDGE  SAVOR  EXEMPT  JOVIAL
Answer: Although his girlfriend was easy to talk to, she was -- HARD TO STOP

Bulletin  Horoscope
Tribune Content Agency

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Focus 
is on finding your way to a fine 
future. Be concerned about achiev-
ing long-term goals and set aside 
money to make your future secure. 
Don’t be extravagant about spend-
ing on personal items in the week to 

come.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Think 

big. Big thinking precedes great 
achievement. You don’t need to limit 
your ideas even if putting them into 
motion may take time and energy. A 
partner might not be willing to give 
you the go ahead in the upcoming 

week.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Ask for 

forgiveness and you will be forgiven. 
Get a disagreement straightened 
out before it undermines your future 
prospects. In the week ahead, 
concentrate on making dreams a 
reality and on improving your most 

cherished commitments.
CANCER (June 21-July 22): 

Every hour that passes takes you an 
hour closer to what is yet to come. 
You might be smart to investigate 
your options for college or retire-
ment planning when you have some 
personal time on your hands in the 
week ahead.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): You can 
check out, but you can’t leave. 
Daydreams might take up much of 
your time in the week ahead. Some 
of your ideas may be applicable to 
financial success in practical ways, 
but some are simply farfetched.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Some-
thing good can come from a simple 
act of kindness. Go ahead and grant 
someone a favor even if you feel 
they don’t deserve it. You could be 
asked to make an important commit-
ment of time and energy this week.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Turn the 
ordinary into the extraordinary in the 
week ahead. You may be amazed at 
what you can accomplish if you set 
out without preconceived notions. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Turn 
wounds into wisdom. You can move 
past hurts and humiliations if you put 
them behind you and use them as 
inspiration to do better. In the week 

to come several people will offer you 
flattering and positive feedback.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Benefit from good advice. In 
the upcoming week, you can gather 
wisdom from traditional sources and 
use it to your advantage in financial 
and business planning. You may be 
inspired to look for more opportuni-
ties.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
You may be more disappointed by 
the things you didn’t do than by 
those you did. The fact is, you don’t 
have to do them all right now. Hold 
off launching crucial plans until the 
end of the week.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Winners compare their achieve-
ments using the measuring stick of 
their goals, while losers compare 
their achievements to those of other 
people. You can stash away money 
like a squirrel this week to reach 
financial goals.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): If 
you don’t know where you stand 
with someone, perhaps you should 
quit standing and start walking. By 
the end of the week, you should 
receive clear signals about whether a 
romantic prospect is worth your time 
and effort.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers
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