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Drop in at Quintana Beach County Park on Saturday, Oct. 31 for the EarthQuest Birds of Prey program.  This 
free program features an up-close and personal look at some fantastic birds – starting time is 11 a.m.  As the 
event involves free-flight and semi-tame raptors, please arrive early so that everyone may be seated before 
the program begins.  Donations to EarthQuest are always appreciated, though not required.
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I walked past a store the other 
day and noticed that it had some 
artificial Christmas trees featured in 
the window.

After taking a closer look, it wasn’t 
just some, but an entire forest of arti-
ficial trees, ready 
to be purchased, 
and, I guess, 
stored away for 
Christmas.

I’m still not all 
that comfortable 
with Christmas 
in October, but 
retailers are 
again starting early to cash in on the 
holiday season before we even get 
there.

The season bails retailers out of 
the slow months following back-to-
school sales, which bail out the slow 
summer sales. 

Having some family members 
working in retail, I can safely say 
that this is not how retailers want 
to boost sales. They would prefer 
to wait until we get closer to the 
season before making a big push.

Store employees wish they didn’t 
have to peddle the holiday season 
this early and would prefer to enjoy 
Thanksgiving with their families 
instead of eating and hurrying to 
open their stores and staying open 
all night.

Shoppers flock to stores that open 
early to scoop up the advertised 

RAMBLINGS

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

A friend recently looked at his 
empty business on Friday night 
and declared that the economy is 
tanking. Then all he continued to talk 
about was the sad state of affairs in 
his part of the county.

“Maybe because it’s Friday night, 
and high school football games are 
being played,” I said. “The county 
should be in pretty good shape with 
all the plants expanding and new 
people moving here.”

There is definitely a huge increase 
in mobile home parks and RV parks 
around the lower part of the county. 
You can tell that by just driving 
around. Contractors working on the 
plant expansions are grabbing up all 
the spaces.

I also had a feeling that houses 
are being grabbed up at higher 
prices, and most of the apartments 
are rented out. I concluded that 
when apartment advertisers started 
canceling their ads saying that they 
were 100 percent occupied, and 
when I saw the “For Sale” signs in 
front of houses around my neigh-
borhood being quickly replaced by 
“Sold” signs.

Last time I went to protest my 
property tax, they showed me what 
crazy prices houses are selling for in 
my neighborhood. I wouldn’t pay all 

Justin Roberts to bring energetic children’s show to the Clarion
Grammy-nominated Justin 

Roberts is truly one of the all-stars 
of the indie family music scene.

He logs thousands of miles on 
the road each year, leading some 
to call him the hardest working 
man in children’s show business. 
With numerous national awards 
and recognition and a devoted fan 

base, Justin and The Not Ready for 
Naptime Players dish out unexpect-
edly intelligent and whimsically 
rocking music for kids and their 
parents.

On Thursday, Nov. 5, Justin 
brings his energetic show to The 
Clarion at Brazosport College for 
two performances at 9:30 a.m. and 

6:30 p.m.
Justin’s shows are always unique 

and provide plenty of fun for chil-
dren. With bass and drums pound-
ing out the beat in perfect unison, 
kids tend to jump, dance and 
bounce off each other like bumper 
cars, participating in a kiddie mosh 

(Continued on Page 13)
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THANKS, MAN; WHAT DO I OWE YOU? After a man’s SUV broke 
down in Cleveland, Texas, last month, he left it on the side of Highway 59 
until he could afford to move it. But an industrious thief repaired the drive 
shaft, and installed three new wheels so he could steal the vehicle. Unfor-
tunately for him, the owner’s wife’s grandmother spotted the now-drivable 
SUV at a gas station and called the cops.

I SAID I QUIT, HONEY; WHAT MAKES YOU THINK I DIDN’T? After he 
had a heart attack, a man promised his wife that he would quit smoking. 
But he later succumbed to temptation, and snuck a smoke in the drive-
way of their home in Merseyside, England. He might have gotten away 
with it had not the Google Street View car came by and took a picture of 
him with a cloud of smoke billowing around his head..

LOOK, THE AFFAIR HAS RUN ITS COURSE: A married woman from 
Niedersachsen, Germany, broke up with her also-married lover at her 
husband’s insistence, but the boyfriend kept sending her graphic texts 
and emails. So she and her hubby faked her death, sending him a series 
of pictures of her splattered with ketchup. But the lover called the police, 
who found her alive and well.

NEXT TIME, PLAN AHEAD: Two men, who robbed a cab driver in Bal-
lymum, Ireland, were caught after their getaway car ran out of gas.

JUST A COINCIDENCE, OFFICER: A man, who staged a home inva-
sion in Chattanooga, Tenn., was confronted by an angry homeowner who 
bit off part of his ear. He was arrested by police who noticed that part of 
his ear was missing.

I JUST NEEDED TO COOL OFF: A man robbed a convenience store in 
Taylor, Pa., and soon found that the cops were in pursuit of his car. Real-
izing the clothes he was wearing during the robbery would incriminate 
him, he threw his shirt out the window and his pants into the back seat. 
When arresting officers asked why he had stripped down to his under-
wear, he replied, “Because it’s hot out.”

DID YOU HEAR SOMETHING? Two thieves stole an ATM machine 
from a business in Lynwood, Wash., and loaded it into a van. But, when 
they went over a speed bump in the parking lot, the machine fell out, and 
they sped away empty-handed.

TIME TO PARRRRTAY! A man whose license has been suspended 
for previous offenses was arrested for drunken driving while heading to a 
friend’s house on a riding lawn mower in Washingtonville, Pa., carrying a 
box of beer under his arm.

Texas Parks & Wildlife TV celebrates 30 years of taking Texans outside
AUSTIN – After 991 stories, 641 

shows, 205 awards and countless 
reasons to explore the best of the 
Texas outdoors, the Texas Parks 
& Wildlife television show on PBS 
celebrates 30 years of entertain-
ing, informing and inspiring viewers 
across the state. To celebrate the 
anniversary, viewers can enter a 
contest to get their story idea pro-
duced (see details below).

Sharing their passion for conser-
vation and the outdoors with millions 
of viewers, the show’s producers 
have traveled all over the state 
to tell the stories of its land and 
people. From artificial reefs in the 
Gulf of Mexico to the mountains of 
West Texas, from game wardens 
patrolling wide open spaces to 
biologists working with wild animals 
in the field, they’ve shared it all.

“It’s truly a dream job,” said Don 
Cash, the PBS series producer. 
“I mean, if you have to work for a 
living, it’s a pretty good thing to do!”

The weekly half-hour program, 
which was originally called Made 
in Texas, aired on Austin’s KLRU 
in 1985 before other PBS stations 
picked it up to run during primetime. 
Thirty years later, it runs on all PBS 
stations throughout Texas, on PBS 
Online and on TPWD’s YouTube 
channel.

“The most amazing development 
in recent years is how technol-
ogy has made these conservation 
stories and messages even more 
accessible,” said Cash. “It used to 
be that if you didn’t sit down in front 
of your TV when the show aired, 
you’d miss it.  Now that we’re on 

YouTube and PBS online, it’s avail-
able all the time, on your phone, PC 
or iPad, and people can take us with 
them wherever they go.”

The show is one of the longest-
running state-operated television 
programs, with over 50,000 weekly 
PBS viewers and 10.8 million total 
YouTube views. The producers’ 
work over the past 30 years has 
earned them over 200 awards, 
including nearly 30 regional Emmys 
and 60 awards from the Association 
for Conservation Information.

This season, viewers can expect 
a look back at the past 30 years, as 
well as new content from across the 
state. 
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Why not try advertising in The Bulletin? If you are running 
ads somewhere else, you are paying more. You have nothing 
to lose and perhaps a lot to gain. Call (979) 849-5407 today to 
place an ad and realize the savings.

Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Training driven
Q.  They don’t need to be ath-

letes, just behave like them. Then 
they might be part of a winning 
team as they chase the check-
ered flag.  Who are they?

A.  A pit crew at a NASCAR race, 
says Gemma McLuckie in Ohio 
State University’s “Inspire” maga-
zine.  When former pit crew member 
Ryan Patton looks at a 6-man 
NASCAR crew, he sees a set of 
athletic body types:  A tire-changer 
is lean like a defensive back, 
tire-carriers are more like running 
backs and safety linebackers, a 
chassis-changer jackman is more a 
defensive-end-type guy.

Previously, “drivers with the 
best cars won, and teams with 
the most sponsors had the best 
equipment...,” Patton says. But 
once NASCAR leveled the playing 
field, today the human element is 
critical, since for every one-and-a-
half second delay in the pit, cars 
still on the track gain a 150-yard 
lead.  The goal for the crew:  refuel, 

retire, repair and readjust in under 
12 seconds.

As a tire carrier for six-time 
NASCAR Sprint Cup champion 
Jimmie Johnson, the 6’2”, 205-
pound Patton “hefts 30-80 pound, 
handmade Goodyear Eagles over 
the wall in a down-to-the-second 
routine to replace the worn ones.”  
To stay in shape for the 36 Spring 
Cup events, the pit crew works out 
with trainers almost year round, 
doing strength conditioning four 
times a week.  The crew also prac-
tices under conditions simulating 
the idiosyncrasies of the next track, 
for example, whether it’s rough or 
smooth.  Cars go faster on new 
tires, Patton explains, so pit stops 
can make or break a race, since 
even having to change only two 
tires instead of all four saves about 
six seconds.

As Patton concludes:  “In 
NASCAR, only one car out of 43 
gets the checkered flag.  You have 
to have a perfect storm to win.”

Earth’s perfume
Q.  Why does rain falling after a 

dry spell offer up such an earthy 
aroma, almost like a perfume?  
Scientists seem to have just 
sniffed this one out.

A.  The earthy smell, called 
“petrichor,” seems to spring from 

chemicals in the soil, but the actual 
mechanism remained a mystery, 
says Andrew Grant in “Science 
News” magazine.  Now a new 
study by MIT mechanical engineers 
Cullen Buie and Youngsoo Joung, 
using high-speed cameras on water 
droplets, suggests that each droplet 
on contact releases a cascade of 
tiny bubbles that then burst.  As 
they burst, the bubbles then release 
chemicals from the soil -- a kind of 
“aromatic fizz.”

It all lives up to its name “petri-
chor,” from the Greek “petros” for 
“stone” and “ichor” for “flowing like 
blood in the veins of the gods.”

Baseball’s gadgetry
Q.  How high tech are things 

becoming in the world of profes-
sional baseball?

A.  Ultra-new biometric gadgetry 
is transforming the way baseball 
players are trained, with “wearable 
sensors providing on-the-go physi-
ological measurements... to help 
players both improve performance 
and ward off injury,” says Emily 
Waltz in “IEEE Spectrum” maga-
zine.  

One such wearable is the Motus 
compression sleeve, using sensors 
like accelerometers and gyroscopes 
to track a baseball player’s throwing 
motions.  (Previously, motion-cap-
ture imaging was needed.)  Estimat-
ing the player’s arm motions and 
basic biomechanical principles, the 
Motus app calculates elbow torque 
and charts arm speed, maximum 
shoulder rotation, and elbow height 
at ball release, then sends this data 
via Bluetooth to a smartphone. 
“Pitchers who use the sleeves to 
correct their technique may be able 
to prevent ulnar collateral liga-
ment injuries, which have resulted 
in an epidemic of reconstructive 
procedures known as Tommy John 
surgeries.”

During this past spring training, 
pitchers from some two dozen 
professional baseball teams used 
the sleeve.
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)

In 1969, Hurricane Camille 
produced a 25-foot storm surge 
in Mississippi. Camille sustained 
Category 5 strength for 30 consecu-
tive hours… 
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Don’t wig out: Let partner pick own Halloween costume
By Alison Bowen
Chicago Tribune (TNS)

Halloween can be a time for 
fun soirees. But for couples, it can 
also mean wrestling over different 
emotions toward costumes, from 
passion to indifference to vehement 
distaste.

One person might hate Hallow-
een. Another might start plotting 
an ensemble in August. He wants 
to stay in and hand out candy; she 
wants to dance in masks until 2 
a.m.

Then there’s the price tag: A 
RetailMeNot survey reported that 
Americans buying costumes will 
shell out, on average, $62 this year. 
The National Retail Federation 
offers a more conservative figure 
— $27.33 — but that’s still money 
for something likely to be used 
once.

Whatever a couple decides, their 
decision must center on the needs 
of the two people in the relation-
ship, said Dr. Stan Tatkin, founder 
of the Psychobiological Approach 
to Couple Therapy Institute in 
California.

“Any time partners do something 
that’s unfair or unjust or insensitive 
without considering their partner, 
they will pay for it,” said Tatkin, 
whose books include “Love and 
War in Intimate Relationships: Con-
nection, Disconnection and Mutual 
Regulation in Couple Therapy.”

But unlike a onesie costume, 
there is no one-size-fits-all solution.

“Like anything else, it’s really a 
matter of two people deciding what 
they want to do,” he said. “They 
can create any kind of a win-win 
situation.”

That might look like a costume 

each person is comfortable wear-
ing, or the more gung-ho Halloween 
fan agreeing that if he wins the 
costume battle in October, he’ll 
agree to an outing the other person 
chooses at a later time.

But before you visit a craft store 
or costume shop, you need to 
communicate, Tatkin said. Dressing 
like a dictator might work, but acting 
like one doesn’t. So, no forcing your 
partner to wear something he or 
she finds uncomfortable. The same 
principle applies if one partner finds 
the other’s choice embarrassing or 
in bad taste.
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(This column was prepared by the Social Security Administration. For fast answers 
to specific Social Security questions, contact Social Security toll-free at 800-772-
1213 or visit www.socialsecurity.gov.)

When will I get my replacement card?
SOCIAL SECURITY Q&A

Q: I applied for a replacement Social Security card last week but 
haven’t received it yet. When should I expect to receive my new 
card?

A: You’ll usually receive your replacement card in about 10 days. We 
work hard to protect you, to prevent identity theft and to ensure the integ-
rity of your Social Security number. To do that, we have to verify docu-
ments you present as proof of identity. In some cases, we must verify the 
documents before we can issue the card. For more information about your 
Social Security card and number, visit www.socialsecurity.gov/ssnumber .

Q: How do I schedule, reschedule or cancel an appointment with 
Social Security?

A: For many things, you don’t need an appointment to transact business 
with Social Security. For example, you don’t need an appointment to file 
for benefits or appeal a disability decision. You can file for the following 
benefits online at www.socialsecurity.gov : retirement, Medicare, spouses 
and disability.

If you don’t want to apply for benefits online, or if you need to speak 
to us for any other reason, you can schedule, reschedule or cancel an 
appointment by calling us at 1-800-772-1213 (TTY 1-800-325-0778) 
between 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., Monday through Friday; or contacting your local 
Social Security office.

Understanding headache types is key to treatment
Mayo Clinic News Network (TNS)

Did you know that there are sev-
eral different types of headaches, 
and knowing the type you’ve got 
can be the first step in effectively 
treating it?

Mayo Clinic Health System nurse 
practitioner Erin Pokorny takes a 
look at different types of headaches 
and shares what you can do to fight 
them.

— Tension-type headaches: 
These are considered to be the 
most common types of headaches. 
They are often described as dull 
and achy and are often brought 
on by stress, neck pain, missing 
meals and a variety of other things. 
Treatment options: Tension-type 
headaches can often be treated by 
over-the-counter medication, such 
as aspirin, ibuprofen or acetamino-
phen. You may also want to try 
alternative treatments including 
meditation, relaxation training and 
massage.

— Migraines: The pain asso-
ciated with migraines is often 
described as throbbing and severe. 
Migraines are often associated 
with nausea, vomiting or increased 
sensitivity to light and sound. Pain 
may worsen with increased activity. 
Untreated, migraines can typically 

last anywhere from 4 to 72 hours. 
Treatment options: If you know the 
triggers for your migraines, make 
sure to avoid these known causes. 
Over-the-counter medication can 
help. Other treatment options 
include prescription medications; 
rest in a quiet, dark room; or a hot/
cold compress to the head or neck.

— Cluster headaches: Clus-
ter periods can last for days or 
months, and you may experience 
one or more cluster headaches a 
day. Typically, these headaches 
begin quickly and reach maximum 
intensity within minutes. They usu-
ally affect one side of the head and 
can be accompanied by tearing/
redness in one eye or drooping of 
that eyelid, and a runny or stuffy 
nose. Treatment options: Over-
the-counter medication won’t help 
cluster headaches due to their short 
duration. Preventive medication 
can help, as well as injections of 
sumatriptan for quick relief. Inhala-
tion of 100 percent oxygen through 
a mask and prescription triptan 
nasal sprays can help.

— Chronic daily headaches: 
These headaches occur 15 days or 
more a month. The different types 
of chronic daily headaches are 
characterized by their frequency 

and duration. The signs, symptoms 
and time frame vary depending on 
the type of headache you have. 
Treatment options: Treatment often 
focuses on underlying diseases 
and conditions to stop them. If no 
underlying conditions are found, 
preventive medication becomes the 
focus of treatment.

“It’s important to be able to 
identify the type of headache you’re 
experiencing in order to execute 
the best treatment options,” says 
Pokorny. “Make sure to schedule a 
visit with your health care provider 
if symptoms persist.”
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Seek Christ’s approval, not the 
approval of the crowd

My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Q: I know I shouldn’t be this 
way, but whenever I get around 
my friends, I begin swearing like 
they do and in general acting 
as if Jesus weren’t important to 
me - although He is. I wish I had 
more backbone. How can I stop 
acting like this? - M.K.J.

  A: In your heart, you know 
God doesn’t want you to act this 
way, not just because profanity is 
wrong, but also because you aren’t 
helping your friends find Christ. 
God’s will is for us to be “blame-
less and pure, children of God 
without fault... as you hold firmly 
to the word of life” (Philippians 2:
15-16).

  Have you ever asked yourself 
why you behave this way? One 
reason, I suspect, is because you 
want to be liked, and you’re afraid 
your friends will reject you if you 
don’t act like they do. You aren’t 
alone, of course; no one likes to 

be rejected. But this easily leads 
us astray, because it means we’re 
always following the crowd - and the 
crowd is often wrong. Jesus warned 
us not to be like those who believed 
in Him but refused to confess it 
openly, because “they loved human 
praise more than praise from God” 
(John 12:43).

  What should you do? First, 
make sure of your commitment to 
Jesus Christ. Have you confessed 
your sins to Him and asked Him to 
come into your life as your Lord and 
Savior? 

Don’t be satisfied with a vague 
faith, but give your life to Christ 
today. Remember: He gave His life 
for you; why do anything less in 
return?

  Then take a public stand for 
Christ with your friends. Let them 
know you value their friendship, but 
that you now belong to Christ, and 
you value His friendship above all. 
Seek His approval, not the approval 
of the crowd.

sales, and the stores make a lot 
of money. If they didn’t have any 
customers at 2 a.m., they would not 
waste money on labor and lights. 

About 40% of retailers’ business 

comes between Thanksgiving and 
Christmas, but nobody waits until 
then to get the ball rolling.

Toys R Us released in September 
its “hot list” of what it hopes will be 
its best-selling toys, including a hug-

ging Elmo doll by Hasbro ($59.99), 
a Razor Crazy go-cart ($399.99), 
and a loom that lets kids make 
rubber band bracelets ($14.99), 
according to an industry report. 
(Maybe they should have waited a 
little longer, and include drones on 
the list, which are now expected to 
be a crazy seller.)

Kmart aired its first holiday 
commercial — 100 days before 
Christmas. The company, in a state-
ment to ABC News, said it isn’t so 
much jumping the holiday gun as 
it is trying to do shoppers a favor: 
“Customers can plan in advance 
and order to take advantage of 
layaway for holiday purchases.”

Holiday sales are expected to 
increase about 4 percent this year, 
but that’s neither here or there. It’s 
better to be safe than sorry, and 
open those stores at 6 p.m. on 
Thanksgiving Day, or lose out on 
sales hours.

Since retailers take their best 
guesses based on customer data, 
here are a few shopping tactical 
tips:

• Don’t shop at odd hours. I would 
get to the mall after 9 a.m. or later 
on Thanksgiving Friday after a 
leisurely breakfast of leftover turkey 
and eggs.

• Watch college football games on 
Thanksgiving Thursday, and eat.

• If you see a holiday season 
commercial 100 days early, don’t 
buy that product.

• Buy a Christmas tree, real 
or artificial, after Thanksgiving. I 
always put mine up a week before 

Christmas and take it down some-
time in February (just joking).

• Enjoy Halloween without any 
interference from Christmas.

• Enjoy Thanksgiving without any 
interference from Christmas.

• Shop at independent, locally-
owned shops as much as possible. 
On average, at least 48 percent of 
each purchase at local independent 
businesses is recirculated locally, 
compared to less than 14 percent of 
purchases at chain stores.

• And in those shops, spend all 
the money you have saved on gas 
this year, on presents.

So, if we stop shopping early and 
don’t wait for hours just so we can 
storm a store for advertised spe-
cials, then the stores will eventually 
stop jumping the gun on Christmas.

But, all bets are off if someone 
puts a 65-inch HD TV on sale for 
under $300. I’ll be camping out for 
that one.

Christmas in October: Who actually waits for the holidays to do their Christmas shopping?
(Continued  from Page 1)

Did you know?
• German was once the second 

most widely spoken language in 
the U.S.

• In the 80s, Weird Al turned 
down $5 million dollars to promote 
a beer brand, since a lot of his fans 
were “young and impressionable.”

• Baby birds raised by humans 
are often unable to sing as adults.

• South Sudan is the newest 
country on Earth.

• 37,000 marshmallow Peeps 
weigh about as much as all the 
guys in One Direction combined.

• Students who do their home-
work by themselves instead of 
constantly asking for help get 
higher scores on tests, according to 
a study.
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Look for us on 
Facebook

that for a house, I kept saying.
Now, my notions and observa-

tions have been confirmed by the 
Brazosport College’s Economic 
Forecasting Center’s October 
report.

The current economic indicators 
index are showing increases all over 
the place.

According to the report, new 
single family building permits 
increased 93 percent over last 
year, from 186 to 359 permits. They 
can’t build them fast enough, which 
is why everything else is getting 
grabbed up also, and why property 
values are going up – because 
demand exceeds supply.

“The largest increase in the 
index was in Sales Tax Receipts, 
which increased 32.24 percent to 

$2,403,913. This is the highest 
amount ever reported in the month 
of July,” states the report.

That means that people in July 
were buying. That’s the only way 
sales tax receipts can increase. 
People were spending money they 
no longer pumped into their gas 
tanks, but we’ve had low gas prices 
before without this type of huge 
increase.

Which leaves the possibility that 
more people were buying because 
they moved here, at least temporar-
ily.

“Brazoria County Hotel/Motel Tax 
Receipts increased 20.55 percent 
over the last year to $6,679,523, 
which is the highest level ever 
recorded in the county,” continues 
the report.

So, those who came here to work 

also bought up all the hotel/motel 
rooms as the plants continued to 
hire.

“The unemployment rate and 
county foreclosures decreased to 
all-time lows for the month of July. 
The unemployment rate decreased 
from 5.5 percent to 4.6 percent over 
the last year. Brazoria County Fore-
closure Notices decreased 26.67 
over the last year from 90 notices 
last July to 66 in July 2015,” stated 
the report.

These last two indicators signal a 
very healthy economy, and confirm 
what we have heard at business 
meetings and chamber of com-
merce lunches. Companies cannot 
fill positions fast enough, and people 
with jobs are less likely to lose their 
homes to foreclosure.

The economy looks pretty good 
right now in this county. The expan-
sion of the industrial facilities helps 
all sectors. Basically, it’s a win-win 
for everyone. Except perhaps on 
Friday nights during football season.

Report: Brazoria County’s economy doing very well
(Continued from Page 1)

The Alvin Community College 
Polysomnography program is seek-
ing applicants to start the program 
in the Spring. The deadline to apply 
is Nov. 1.

The associate degree plan 
requires 60 credit hours that include 
lectures and weekly practice in 
ACC’s sleep lab. Students also 
must complete three semesters of 
clinical hours with accredited sleep 
centers.

Polysomnography is the study of 
sleep disorders and graduates from 
the ACC program will help with the 
treatment and diagnosis the causes 
of conditions like narcolepsy, sleep 
apnea and insomnia.

To be eligible, students must be 
admitted to ACC, have a current 
CPR certification, interview with the 
director, and more.

ACC is only one of two poly-
somnography degree programs in 
Texas.

For an application, visit 
alvincollege.edu/polysomnography. 
For more information please call 
(281) 756-5655, or email ggoodwill
@alvincollege.edu

Registration open for 
ACC’s Polysomnography 
Program through Nov. 1
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Asteroid that killed the dinosaurs had help from volcanoes, study says
Chicago Tribune (TNS)

Scientists have long blamed a 
single culprit in the sudden and 
violent mass extinction that took 
out the dinosaurs: an asteroid that 
came screaming out of the skies 
some 66 million years ago. But it 
turns out that this asteroid may have 
had an accomplice.

Scientists studying ancient lava 
flows in present-day India have also 
implicated the massive volcanic 

eruptions started right around the 
same time that the asteroid hit 
— eruptions that, together with the 
impact, would have filled the air and 
covered the earth with toxic fumes 
and dust, driving countless species 
to extinction.

The findings, described in the 
journal Science, bind together two 
long-held theories about what killed 
off the dinosaurs (and many other 
species).

The Deccan Traps in India feature 
layers upon layers of volcanic rock 
and are the long-solidified remains 
of one of the world’s truly enormous 
volcanic eruptions.

The amount of lava extruded 
“would correspond to something like 
half a million cubic kilometers,” said 
lead author Paul Renne, a geochro-
nologist at the Berkeley Geochronol-
ogy Center. “It’s enough to cover the 
entire Earth to a depth of something 

like a meter or so. It’s really big.”
Some researchers have argued 

that it was this massive event that 
actually killed off the dinosaurs; 
others have said the volcanoes had 
little impact compared to the aster-
oid. But Renne and his colleagues 
wondered if the two were related; 
after all, having such massive volca-
nic flows around the same time as a 
devastating asteroid impact seemed 
like an unlikely coincidence.

So the researchers traveled to 
India to the Deccan Traps, where 
lava flows piled high reach about 
3,000 meters in thickness, Renne 
said. 

There, they sampled different 
levels of volcanic rock (the lower 
ones are older, and higher ones 
are younger, giving the scientists a 
layer-by-layer look through time). 

They wanted to see if any changes 
with the rock coincided with the 
asteroid impact.

“What we wanted to do was 
sample from the bottom of the pile, 
the middle of the pile and the top 
of the pile — and try and determine 
where, within that whole sequence, 
the age of the impact and the extinc-
tion occurs,” Renne said.

The researchers focused on a 
clear transition point where the pat-
tern of the lava flows seems to have 
dramatically changed. 

Before this transition, the magma 
welling up from the mantle showed 
clear evidence of having mixed 
with stuff in the crust — probably 
because it was hanging out in many 
small chambers before fully erupting, 
giving the magma a lot of surface 
area to interact with the crust.
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The Brazoria Heritage Foundation has hosted two classes from Barrow 
Elementary School this week and the Library Story Time at the Pumpkin 
Patch. We still have pumpkins for sale.  For more information, please call 
Mary Coddou at (979) 798-1641 or Paula Jacobs at (979) 236-2570.

Fun in the Pumpkin PatchSIDELINE CHATTER
By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

Buckle up
The world’s tallest roller coaster 

— going 223 feet high and reach-
ing speeds of 75 mph — is under 
construction in Sandusky, Ohio.

The ride’s ups and downs 
come so fast, insiders say, that 
they nearly named it the Magnum 
Manziel.

Hear about plans for a 
“Groundhog Day” sequel?

In this one, Bill Murray portrays 
Phil, a Seahawks DB, in the 
fourth quarter.

NFL headlines
—At TheOnion.com: “Ed 

Hochuli horrified after dozens 
of biceps begin growing all over 
body.”

—At SportsPickle.com: “Slide-
show: 28 mallards that look like 
Peyton passes.”

Sports quiz
From Steve Schrader of the 

Detroit Free Press: “How did the 
NFL punish the official who blew 
the end-zone call in the Lions-
Seahawks game?

a) “He was removed from (the 
Oct. 18) prime-time game.

b) “He has to do a book report 
on ‘NFL Rules for Dummies.’

c) “He has to run laps.
d) “The loss still stands. Oh, 

wait, that’s how the Lions got 
punished.”

Hurts So Good Dept.
Jalen Watts-Jackson — the 

Michigan State player who picked 
up the fumbled punt snap and 
returned it 38 yards to stun 
Michigan as time expired — broke 
his hip when his over-exuberant 
teammates pig-piled on top of 
him.

So what if he never had a Heis-
man shot? His Kendrys Morales 
Trophy is in the bag.

Stat of the Week
The Indianapolis Colts are 

25-13 the past two-plus NFL 
regular seasons — 15-0 against 
their AFC South rivals and 10-13 
against the rest of the league.

Fool me once…
Retired catcher Jason 

Varitek interviewed for the 
Mariners’ vacant managerial job, 
CBSsports.com reported.
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sNine County Parks.
sA group campground with air-

conditioned dormitories, cabins, lake 
& bayou fishing, swimming pool & 
wooded trails.

sTwo full-service RV campgrounds 
with air-conditioned cabins, lighted 
fishing areas, covered pavilions, 
playground on the coast.

s23 miles of sandy beaches.
s20 public boat ramps.
sHistorical homes.
sCoastal ecology center.
sBird watching.
sShelling (peak season Dec.-Feb.)
sYear-round Adventure Programs.
sYear-round special events.
Administrative offices
313 W. Mulberry
Angleton, TX. 77515
(979) 864-1541
Brazoria County Parks Director 
Bryan Frazier
Board of Park Commissioners
Chairman: Meta Kirby 
Vice ChairmanL Paul Wofford, Jr.
Secretary: Joyce Peltier
Commissioners: Dorman David-

son, Rex Lloyd, Rebecca Golden, 
Alvie Merrill

SPONSORS
             The Bulletin

Platinum ($2,000)
BASF Corporation 

Dow Chemical Company
Freeport LNG
Gold ($1,500)

Warehouse Associates (Pirates Alley 
Café, Ocean Village Hotel, Beach 
House Associates), The Bulletin

Silver ($1,000)
Meyerland Custom Home Renovation LLC

Bronze ($500)
Town of Quintana

We also thank the many volunteers 
who help clean the beaches, stake out 
trees and sand fencing, lend a hand 
with programs, and add so much to the 
county’s parks and to our communities. To 
become a sponsor, or to volunteer in our 
programs, call (979) 864-1541, or email 
jamesg @brazoria-county.com.

This year’s Texas Navy Day Celebration drew almost 300 visitors at Surfside Jetty County Park, the event’s largest crowd to date. Honoring the 
Texas Navy, based at the mouth of the Brazos River from 1835 through most of 1836, the program takes place on the date specified by the Texas 
Legislature and includes history-themed demonstrations and displays. Artillery demonstrations and heritage booths at the Jetty Park compliment 
vendor booths, an afternoon speaker, and free museum tours at Surfside Town Hall. Flag retirements, new at this year’s event, were performed at 
dusk as a prelude to a night-firing exercise with a pair of cannon. Texas Navy Day takes place each year on the third Saturday in September.

Cannons boomed 
along the coast in 

celebration of Texas 
Navy Day at Surfside 

on Sept. 19

Roland Salazar of Houston, 
in the persona of an officer 
of the Mexican Army 
Engineers, surveys the 
coast through a telescope

Crews stand at-ready during a cannon safety school at the annual Texas Navy Day 
Celebration.
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Schedule of events
Tuesday, Nov. 3: Stephen F. Austin Birthday Celebration.  Join 

volunteers and students at the Austin Statue at Hwy. 288 and Hwy. 35 for 
a celebration with a guest speaker, historical characters, musket volleys, 
music, and refreshments. Free event sponsored by local groups. For 
information, call the Department Office at (979) 864-1541.

Thursday, Dec. 31: New Years Eve Party at Quintana Beach County 
Park.  A safe New Year’s Eve Party the whole family can attend. Potluck 
dinner, bingo, and board games begin at 6 p.m. Registered campers only.  
Contact Quintana Beach County Park at (979) 233-1461. 

Saturday, Jan. 23, 9 a.m. - noon: Dunes Day. Volunteers meet at Quin-
tana and Surfside Beaches to rebuild, restore, and strengthen our dunes.  
For more information, contact James at (979) 864-1541 (Surfside) or Patty 
at (979) 233-1461 (Quintana). 

Small Watercraft Club. Join the fun with Brazoria County Parks, Bra-
zoria County 4-H Clubs, and Sea Center Texas as we learn about canoes 
and kayaks. From basic watercraft safety and skills to short trips on local 
waterways, this club is a good fit for family activity and learning. For more 
information call (979) 864-1541 or e-mail jamesg@brazoria-county.com. 

Brazoria County beaches look squeaky clean after volunteers pick up trash
The annual Fall Adopt-A-Beach 

Clean-up was a huge success along 
Brazoria County beaches.

  While red tide shut down 
programs in locations from Corpus 
Christi through the Rio Grande 
Valley, local volunteers made full 

use of the beautiful weather on 
Sept. 26 to clean local beaches.  

In all, 1,374 volunteers collected 
almost 39,000 pounds of trash 
from beaches between the New 
River and San Luis Pass during the 
single-day event. 

Volunteers for beaches east of 
the Old Brazos, numbering 1,253 in 
all, met at Surfside’s Stahlman Park.  
They collected 18 tons of garbage 
along 14 miles of beach.  

Quintana Beach County Park 
was host to 121 volunteers, who 

removed 2,400 pounds of debris 
from 2.5 miles of beaches stretching 
westward from the Quintana Jetty.  

Brazoria County’s total of 19.36 
tons collected over 16.5 miles com-
pares favorably with other locations 
along the coast with only Galveston 
County collecting more.  

Five locations in Galveston 
County combined to gather 41.6 
tons along almost 58 miles of island 
and bay coastline. They had right at 
3,500 volunteers.  

In Jefferson County, 626 volun-

teers recovered 15.3 tons of trash 
on 4.5 beach miles, while the 587 
Matagorda County volunteers 
picked up 13.25 tons along 9.5 
miles of beaches and bays.  

Statewide, 7,427 volunteers 
cleaned 104.38 tons (208,816 
pounds) of trash from 83 miles of 
public beaches and 83 miles of bay 
shores.  

While this sounds pretty impres-
sive, it is even more so considering 
that eleven clean-up sites could not 
participate due to red tide.  
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Quintana Beach County Park 
greeted dozens of pilots during this 
year’s Texas WingNuts Quintana 
Fly-In earlier this month. The group, 
flying powered para-gliders, has 
made Quintana an annual stop in 
their rotation along the coast. This 
was their third annual visit, while 
several of the group’s members 
are regulars along Brazoria County 
beaches during the summer.

The WingNuts meet weekly in 
the extended Galveston Bay region 
to take advantage of smooth gulf 
breezes for spectacular outings with 
as many as 15 craft in the air at one 
time.  

WingNuts Fly-In

A Mountain of Fun (in the making). Department crews were thrilled 
when this truckload of Fibar arrived. They’ll be out shoveling it into park 
playgrounds for the next month. Fibar is the branded name of a natural 
filler resembling wood chip mulch, which is treated to be mildew- and 
flame-resistant. It is used as a non-compacting surface on playgrounds 
to cushion falls, making playgrounds safer for children.  

Mountain of Fibar fun arrives at park
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History of 
the World

By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Oct. 27: ON THIS DATE in 
1787, the “Federalist Letters,” 
meant to encourage the states’ 
ratification of the U.S. Constitu-
tion, began appearing in New York 
newspapers. 

Oct. 28: ON THIS DATE in 
1492, Christopher Columbus 
landed in Cuba during his first 
voyage to the New World. In 1962, 
Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev 
ordered the removal of Soviet 
nuclear missiles from Cuba, ending 
the Cuban Missile Crisis.

Oct. 29: ON THIS DATE in 
1923, the Republic of Turkey was 
proclaimed. In 1966, the National 
Organization for Women was 
founded.

Oct. 30: ON THIS DATE in 
1938, the audio play “War of the 
Worlds,” starring Orson Welles, 
aired on CBS radio stations. The 
live drama, which employed fake 
news reports, panicked some 
listeners who thought its portrayal 
of a Martian invasion was true. 
In 1945, the U.S. government 
announced the end of shoe ration-
ing following the end of World War 
II.

Oct. 31: ON THIS DATE in 
1517, Martin Luther posted his “95 
Theses” on the door of the Castle 
Church at Wittenberg, Germany, 
sparking the Protestant Reforma-
tion. In 1984, Indian Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi was assassinated by 
two Sikh security guards.

Nov. 1: ON THIS DATE in 1604, 
Shakespeare’s “Othello” was first 
presented on a London stage. In 
1952, the United States tested its 
first hydrogen bomb - the thermo-
nuclear device being an advance-
ment beyond the fission bombs of 
1945 - in the Marshall Islands.

Answer to last week’s ques-
tion: This week in 1954, Linus 
Pauling won the Nobel Prize for 
chemistry for his research into 
chemical bonds and the structure 
of molecules, crystals and protein 
chains.

This week’s question: In 1674, 
what colonial power formally ceded 
the area that includes present-day 
New York state to the British?

pit, which can be found at nearly 
every one of Justin’s concerts.

“USA Today” has proclaimed 
Justin as “hands down the best 
songwriter in the genre,” while the 
“New York Times” has called Justin 
the “Judy Blume of kiddie rock,” 
with a “remarkable ability to see 
through a child’s eyes.”

Justin has performed in front of 
millions of people on “The Today 
Show,” and was featured on Nick 
Jr. TV. His song “Get Me Some 
Glasses” was featured on a World 
Series broadcast. 

He’s also garnered kudos and 
raves from national media, includ-
ing the “New York Times,” “Los 
Angeles Times,” “Newsweek,” 
“People,” “Entertainment Weekly” 

and the “Chicago Tribune.”
Tickets for Justin Roberts and 

the Not Ready for Naptime Players 
on Nov. 5 at the Clarion are $20 
for adults and $10 for students and 
children. 

Seniors, BC employees and 
members of the BC Former Stu-
dents Association can purchase 
tickets for $15.

The show is being sponsored by 
Texas State Representative Dennis 
Bonnen and wife Kim.

For more information, or to 
purchase tickets, call (979) 2230-
3156 or visit www.brazosport.edu/
clarion.

To learn more about Justin 
Roberts and the Not Ready 
for Naptime Players, visit 
www.justinroberts.org/home.php.

Justin Roberts to bring energetic 
children’s show to the Clarion

(Continued from Page 1)
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Many an Amman man
5 Grab, as ice cubes
9 Seuss character who “speaks for 
the trees”
14 Ship bottom
15 Auth. unknown
16 Fit to be tied
17 Opposed to
18 Flat-topped elevation
19 Consumerist Ralph

20 Rock used for hammering, e.g.
23 Mousse kin
24 NBC skit show
25 Neighbor of Can.
28 Seasoned veteran
31 Sneaker brand
34 Sharper, as vision
36 One that falls in the fall
38 Shari Lewis’ Lamb Chop, memo-
rably
40 Media workers’ org.

42 Mentalist Geller
43 Home of baseball’s Marlins
44 First piece moved in chess, often
47 Takes a load off
48 “Incredible!”
49 __ Piper
51 Half a colon
52 Blog VIPs
53 Bubble bath spot
55 Arctic sea bird
57 Classic comedy team, with “The” 
... and what the last words of 20-, 
38- and 44-Across comprise
63 Mexican mom
66 Wrap for a sprain
67 Agatha Christie’s title
68 Universal principle
69 Letter-named thoroughfares in 
Bklyn.
70 Soprano Gluck
71 Gossipmonger
72 Religious offshoot
73 Ringful on a belt

DOWN
1 Triumphant cries
2 Littlest of a litter
3 Voice below soprano
4 Showy jewelry
5 Fare steamed in corn husks
6 Ten C-notes
7 Wine quality
8 Annoying swarm
9 Kitchen flooring
10 Like much early history
11 “Cool!”
12 Had a bite
13 Gen-__: boomer’s kid, usually
21 Surprised scream
22 Cleaning up after the mess?
25 Still owed
26 Appear that way
27 Palette user
28 Inscribed award
29 Check from the IRS
30 Films featuring chaps in chaps
32 Fasten, as buttons
33 Junkyard metal
35 Protestant denom.
37 Let loose
39 Fuzzy fruit
41 Detested thing
45 Insult
46 Most shipshape
50 Lovebirds, e.g.
54 Software test versions
56 George Eastman’s camera
57 Easy race pace
58 Whence icicles hang
59 Building detail, briefly
60 Big windstorm
61 Award for a sitcom
62 Red and Coral
63 Mother’s Day month
64 Bough breaker
65 Racket
(c)2015 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
ELM  OAK  PINE  PALM  MAPLE  CEDAR  BIRCH  SPRUCE
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BEST ADVERTISING RATES (979) 849-5407

ARIES (Mar 21- Apr. 19): 
Enthusiasm will be contagious. 
If you approach a project with 
a bit of gusto you’ll soon find 
that others are eager to help 
out. Reconnecting with an old 
friend may lead you to recall the 
reason why you haven’t seen 

them for so long.
TAURUS (Apr. 20- May 20): 

The busy bee may miss an 
opportunity. Keep your schedule 
flexible as you may be the recipi-
ent of a rare offer. Focus your 
free time on family and friends in 
the early part of the week.

GEMINI (May 21- June 20): 
Let it slide. You are unlikely to 
resolve difficulties or disputes 
so it may be best just to look the 
other way until later in the week. 
Home and family should receive 
your total and complete atten-
tion.

CANCER (June 21- July 22): 
Turn off and tune out. Find a 
private place to take it easy and 
recharge your batteries and 
let the world’s problems fade 
this week. Don’t get bent out of 
shape over a loved one’s care-
less choice of words.

LEO (July 23- Aug. 22): Show 
restraint. Giving into a whim 
could prove costly or a compan-
ion’s inability to make up their 
mind could test your patience. 
During the upcoming week 
focus on being the consummate 
professional.

VIRGO (Aug. 23- Sept. 22): 
Don’t rush to judgment. There 
may be a tendency for you to 
think the worst of someone 
before all the facts are revealed. 
Bide your time when making 
decisions regarding love or long 
term relationships this week.

LIBRA (Sept. 23- Oct. 22.): 
You don’t need the drama. Your 
light-hearted mood could quickly 
change when you are drawn into 
the petty squabbles in the week 
ahead. Maintain happy thoughts 
by avoiding those who rain on 
your parade.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23- Nov. 21): 
Stall for time. When faced with 
tough decisions you may need 
more data to make the right 

choice. Reap the benefits of all 
hard work and look for ways 
to strengthen your financial 
security.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22- Dec. 
21): Ideas need time to grow. 
The plan running through your 
mind may just be an acorn right 
now but by the end of the week 
could sprout into a mighty oak. 
You’ll fare better using your mind 
rather than your body.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22- Jan. 
19): Avoid dwelling in the past. 
Nostalgia may drum up long lost 
memories that remind you just 
how bad the good old days really 
were. Put important decisions off 
until next week when your judg-
ment improves.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20- Feb. 18): 
Don’t beat around the bush. You 
won’t be able to charm someone 
into having your way. You’ll have 
to lay out a solid case. Don’t 
expect others to read between 
the lines. Say exactly what you 
mean.

PISCES (Feb. 19- Mar. 20): 
Some things just aren’t meant 
to be. Times change and certain 
ambitions you may have had 
may no longer be viable. Reas-
sess long term goals and keep 
objectives realistic rather than 
grasping at pipe dreams.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

Bulletin  Horoscope
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