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Nice profit margin
The new iPhone 6 was a big 

hit, but how much does it cost to 
make? It retails for $649. 

CNN recently posted a nifty 
graphic detailing what the iPhone 
really costs: screen, $41.50; 
battery, $3.50; logic board, $126; 
speakers, $7; miscellaneous, 
$32.50. Total cost $649. Not a bad 
little profit, but do iPhone users 
really care?

Best catch in football 
doesn’t count

Houston Texans wide receiver 
DeAndre Hopkins just made the 
best catch of the year, in our opin-
ion, on Sunday, Sept. 20, against 
the New York Giants.

Thanks to an illegal formation, 
however, it won’t count. During 
the second quarter, quarterback 
Ryan Fitzpatrick targeted Hopkins 
deep down the middle, and the 
Texans wideout extended for a 
ridiculous one-handed grab.

 The 53-yard gain was called 
back due to illegal formation on 
offensive lineman Tyson Clabo. 
it’s not in the record books, but it’s 
in our memories.

California pot farming 
drought-style

California’s drought is creating 
many difficult situations, including 
endangering the production of 
craft beers, green golf courses, 
and increasing the price of sushi 
rolls. 

But not-so-legal pot farming is 
up 100 percent from 2008, even 
though it takes water to grow 
marijuana.

 As it turns out, there is plenty 
of water for that, as pot farm-
ers divert streams to nurture 
their crop -- to the detriment of 
endangered fish, such as salmon, 
according to a California Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife report.

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

If you need someone to talk for 
a long time about something, hire 
a sports talk radio person.

I have been listening to the 
Houston radio stations to these 
guys – have not found a woman 
with a sports show yet – and 

have con-
cluded that 
they can talk 
... a lot.

I thought I 
could handle 
killing time 
when it 
comes to a 
topic, but I 

cannot hold a candle to the guys 
on the radio.

Killing time, or in this case 
space, in print is totally different. 
It doesn’t require that much skill. 
Just pick a subject, like I just did 
about sports talk radio, and go at 
it for a while. Do a little research 
on the Internet machine so that it 
sounds halfway intelligent.

But, there is just so much 
space in any publication, so the 
concept is different.

So, I have the radio set on 
a sports talk station as I drive 
around the county, and listen to 
mostly football analysis, mostly 
Texans stuff, mostly about how 
they almost won, but didn’t.

The issues are broken down 
into minute detail, and the morn-
ing guys are so busy discussing 
and sometimes arguing that they 
are not even taking calls.

I thought until recently that 
Rush Limbaugh was the king 
talker on radio. He can go on for 
a half hour without taking any 
calls or come up for air. 

Rush can’t match these guys. 
They go on hour after hour. Just 
listening to them you will find out 

RAMBLINGS
YEA!

Turn your kids into young entrepreneurs
The Young Entrepreneurs 

Academy (YEA!), Greater Angle-
ton Chamber of Commerce and 
Angleton Independent School 
District, are excited to announce 
plans to kick off year three of 
the YEA! program for the Fall of 
2014.

The Young Entrepreneurs 
Academy is a groundbreaking 
educational program that takes 

students in grades six through 
twelve through the process of 
starting and running a real busi-
ness. Students work closely with 
local business leaders to cultivate 
and research business ideas, write 
a business plan, pitch their plan to 
a panel of investors (think Shark 
Tank meets The Apprentice meets 
American Idol!), obtain funding, 
develop their brand, participate in a 

Trade Show at the end of the year, 
and actually launch their enter-
prise! Through the YEA! program, 
kids 11 to 18 years old start as 
students and graduate as CEOs. 
They learn to make a job -- not 
just take a job!

“We are so excited to partici-
pate in the national movement of 
making experiential entrepreneur-

(Continued on Page 4)

Free flu shots
Brazosport Regional Hospital 

District is hosting free flu shot 
clinics for the community Wednes-
day, Oct. 15, at the Lake Jackson 
Civic Center from 8:30 - 11 a.m.  
Another clinic will be in Brazoria 
at the Brazosport Regional Family 
Medicine Center on Thursday, 
Oct.16, from 9 - 11 a.m. For 
additional information about the flu 
and the flu shot clinics, please visit 

www.BrazosportRegional.org.
Since 2010, the CDC has recom-

mended that everyone six months 
and older should get a flu vaccine 
each year. Most people who get the 
flu will have mild illness and will not 
need medical care. However, others 
are more likely to get flu complica-
tions that result in being hospital-
ized and occasionally result in 
death. High-risk people include any 

adult 65 years and older, health-
care workers, adults with chronic 
or immunocompromised conditions 
and pregnant women. 

According to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC), the 2012 vaccinations 
reduced the vaccinated popula-
tion’s risk of having to go to the 
doctor because of the flu by more 
than half.
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HEY, THAT LOOKS LIKE MY STUFF! A tornado tore through the 
home of a burglar in Kingsport, Tenn., and threw all of the things he had 
stolen from his neighbors out onto his lawn. Residents surveying the 
damage called the cops after they saw a stolen air compressor, a Lincoln 
welder, a weed trimmer and other items on the man’s property. He wasn’t 
there at the time, because he was locked up for disorderly conduct in 
Blountville.

SO, YOU SEE, IT’S ALL A MISUNDERSTANDING: A woman, who 
was cited for stopping illegally on a highway in England, told officers that 
she was listening to an Adele song called “Fire,” and, when the title was 
shown on her dashboard display, she thought it meant that her car was 
on fire and pulled over.

WHY ARE YOU LOOKING AT ME? I DON’T HEAR ANYTHING: The 
owner of a pub in Devon, England, noticed his very expensive watch 
– which features an alarm to remind him to announce last call -- was 
missing. As he searched the premises, he heard the alarm go off inside 
his dog.

I THINK THOSE GUYS ARE LOOKING AT US: Two women, who 
were smoking crack as they drove around Utica, N.Y., continued puffing 
away as they stopped at a traffic light. They did not notice that they had 
pulled up right next to two undercover detectives parked at the intersec-
tion in an unmarked police car. You can guess the rest.

I FEEL PRETTY, OH SO PRETTY: Police said surveillance video 
shows a man stealing 200 pairs of  underwear from Victoria’s Secret in 
the Augusta Mall in Georgia.

I … UH … GOT IT ON SALE: A woman was arrested for stealing “a 
very distinct leopard dress” from a boutique in West Frankfort, Ill., after 
she posted a picture of herself wearing it on Facebook just a few hours 
later.

THIS IS THE 911 LINE! DON’T YOU ‘MEOW’ ME! A cat who likes to 
walk on laptops and other electrical devices, called the police emergency 
number in Sarasota, Fla.

THIS DID NOT GO AS PLANNED: An arsonist, who was attempting 
to burn down an apartment complex in South Daytona, Fla., acciden-
tally set himself on fire. After rolling around on the ground to put out the 
flames, he fled the scene, but his wallet had fallen out of his pocket, so 
the cops have him.

FUTURE CELEBRATIONS WILL BE CONDUCTED IN PRIVATE: On 
his first day in office, the mayor of Gosport, Scotland, and his wife got 
so drunk they were thrown out of a local pub. The wife pulled a do-you-
know-who-I-am on the owner and threatened to have him shut down. It 
didn’t work. The couple was immediately banned from all 36 pubs in the 
area.
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        HELP WANTED
Drivers: BTC Needs CDL-A 

Drivers for Houston Regional 
Runs. Drivers with Flatbed 
Experiece can earn $.50 per 
mile. (or choose 29% of the 
load.) Home Every Weekend + 
1-2 Times/Week. Join BTC Now 
and Earm More! $3000 Sign on 
Bonus! Assigned Equipment! Per-
formace Bonuses! Requirements: 
Class A CDL, OTR Experience, 
TWIC Card (or able to obtain 
within 30 days). Start Now! Call 
1-800-238-6803 Or apply at 
www.drivebtc.com

Alvin Community College will host its annual Fall Fitness Fair on Oct. 
23 at the Science/Health Science Building.

Several of the college’s healthcare students will help showcase their 
programs with demonstrations, informational booths and more. There 
will be free cardiovascular scans, heart scans, massage demonstra-
tions and other activities.

Flu shots also will be available for $20.
Some of the programs that will be on -and at the fair include Nursing, 

Respiratory Care, Emergency Medical Technology, Diagnostic Cardio-
vascular Sonography and many more.

The event will be from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. The Fitness Fair is free and 
open to the public. For more information visit www.alvincollege.edu or 
call 281-756-5610.

ACC to host Health, Fitness FairLAPD reviewing 2012 case involving ‘7th Heaven’s’ Stephen Collins
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

LOS ANGELES — The Los Ange-
les Police Department is reviewing a 
2012 investigation into “7th Heaven” 
actor Stephen Collins after sexual 
abuse allegations surfaced. 

LAPD Cmdr. Andrew Smith said 
the department opened its case 
after receiving information “regard-
ing allegations of criminal behavior” 

involving the actor in 2012. But no 
crime report was ever made, and no 
victim was verified, he said.

The case is no longer consid-
ered active, but LAPD officials are 
reviewing the investigation  “to make 
certain that nothing was  missed.”

“The case here has not been 
reopened,” Smith said. “We are 
merely reviewing the case for 
accuracy.”

No additional information about 
the allegations, including their spe-
cific nature, was provided. 

Celebrity news site TMZ pub-
lished an audiotape that it said was 
recorded by Collins’ estranged wife 
during a therapy session with the 
actor. The man on the tape admits 
he sexually abused three underage 
girls — two in New York and one in 
Los Angeles, TMZ reported.
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Medieval coaster
Q. Just in case you doubt that 

“the history of the roller coaster is 
more than a little loopy,” ask your-
self who invented this classic ride 
and how long can you stay on one?

A.  “When Russian daredevils 
got bored sledding down hills in the 
1600s, they decided to ramp things 
up by building ‘flying mountains’ 
-- elaborate five-story ice ramps 
with drops as steep as 50 degrees,” 
say Noah Davis and Lucas Reilly in 
“Mental Floss” magazine. 

They sledded on hollowed-out 
blocks of ice, but in 1804 the French 
added a track and wheels, though 
the wheels had a tendency to fly off.  
“By the 1840s, centrifugal railways 
featured the first loop-de-loops, 
flipping riders around a perfect 
circle that created g-forces three 
times stronger than most modern 
coasters.”

As to the length of a ride, Richard 
Rodriguez in 2007 spent 17 straight 
days and nights on a roller coaster 
in Blackpool, England -- eating, 
drinking and sleeping there with 
only a five-minute break every hour 
to clean up and use the bathroom. 
Five years later, Rodriguez upped 
his riding time to 112 consecutive 
days, though he did take the night 
off when the park closed.

Dangerous statistic
Q. Statistically speaking, there 

are differences between PER-
CENTAGE RATES and TOTAL 
NUMBERS, differences between 
men and women from one coun-
try to the next and from one year 
to the next.  Taken together, some 
of the numbers are encouraging, 
others are quite deadly.  Do you 
get our drift here?

A.  We’re talking about smoking.  
First, the encouraging numbers:  
From 1980 to 2012, global smok-
ing RATES declined from 41% to 
31% among men, and from nearly 
11% to 6% among women, reports 
“Science News” magazine, draw-
ing on data from the “Journal of the 
American Medical Association.”  
“But because of population growth, 
the total NUMBER of daily smok-
ers increased from 721 million to 
967 million” -- for an increase of 
some 246 million.  And in just about 
every country, many more men than 
women still smoke.

And for one of the truly discour-
aging numbers:  An estimated 5.7 
million people worldwide died from 
smoking in just 2010 alone.

Looking good
Q.  When you’re a dentist with 

a longtime interest in craniofacial 

work, particularly on children 
with deformities, how might 
they signal back to you just how 
important your work has been to 
them?

A.  Just ask Dr. Jerold Goldberg, 
dentist and former dean of the Case 
Western Reserve University School 
of Dental Medicine, who believes 
such work can be deeply gratifying 
and can have an enormous impact 
on kids’ lives, says Bill Lubinger in 
“Think:  A Magazine of Case West-
ern Reserve University.”  The doctor 
recounts treating one eight-year-old 
boy who required some segments 
of hipbone put in his jaw.  Over the 
course of three or four operations, 
“We moved his whole upper jaw and 
the middle of his face forward.”

Then, when he was a senior and 
ready to graduate, the only fix-it 
work remaining was to his slightly 
asymmetrical nose.  Dr. Goldberg 
recalls their conversation:  “You and 
I have been through a lot, so when 
you get your nose fixed there, you’ll 
be done.”  Looking at the doctor 
intently, the young man replied, 
“Doctor, I’m graduating from high 
school, I’m going to Notre Dame, 
I have a football scholarship, and 
I’m dating the best-looking girl in 
school.  Why exactly do I have to 
get my nose done?”  What a ques-
tion, thought Goldberg, who looked 
back at him and said, “You know 
something?  Silly me, I guess you 
don’t.”

(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)
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ship education available to youth 
all across our country,” said Beth 
Journeay of the Greater Angleton 
Chamber of Commerce.  “This is 
how, as a society and as a nation, 
we’re ultimately going to change the 
world.”

Local educators are thrilled with 
the promise of the YEA! program to 
bestow upon its students valuable 
real-life skills and training. “One of 
the most interesting components of 
the program is the actual behind-
the-scenes knowledge the students 
are given from local business 
leaders, who were at one time, 
standing in their shoes,” exclaims 
Dr. Pat Montgomery, Superintendent 
of Angleton School District. “The 
experience is something they will 
be able to apply to whatever field 
they choose to enter, thereby giving 
them the necessary skills to become 
future leaders of industry.” 

“The entire community is really 
on board with the schools’ plans to 
launch the program in the fall,” adds  
Dr. Montgomery. “We are urging all 
local business leaders to become 
involved with the program and act 
as mentors to the budding entre-
preneurs.” By partnering with YEA!, 
both large and small companies/
businesses volunteer their time and 
services to act as business mentors, 
field trip hosts, guest lecturers, 
graphic designers, web developers, 
attorneys, etc. Community support 
strengthens the program, and the 
academy strengthens the commu-
nity.  

When asked why TDECU chose 
to partner with YEA! and bring the 
YEA! program to your community, 
David Mann, Angleton Branch Man-
ager, responded: “Our organization  
has always been committed to 
improving our local community and 
preparing our area’s youth to meet 
the challenges of  today’s world, 
and the YEA! program is in perfect 
alignment with that mission.”

Greater Angleton Chamber of 
Commerce and Angleton Indepen-
dent School District are proud to 
make it possible for middle and 
high school students in our area 
to start and launch their own real 
businesses and experience first-
hand that they really can embrace 
their passion, live their dream and 
change the world!

Entrepreneurs
(Continued from Page 1)
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Americans can expect to live longer than ever before
By Karen Kaplan
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

Americans are living longer than 
ever before, new government data 
show.

A typical toddler born in 2012 
can expect to live 78.8 years—a 
new record, according to a report 
published Wednesday by the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. That’s 36.5 days longer 
than in 2011.

Adults who were 65 in 2012 
could expect to live an additional 
19.3 years, on average, the report 
said. That’s also 36.5 days longer 
than in 2011.

Young or old, females can plan 
on outliving males. At birth, the 
average girl has a life expectancy 
of 81.2 years, 4.8 years longer 
than the average boy. A typical 
woman who makes it to age 65 can 
anticipate living an additional 20.5 

years to the age of 85.5, 2.6 years 
longer than a typical man who 
celebrates his 65th birthday.

These gains in life expectancy 
are the result of small but steady 
decreases in Americans’ age-
adjusted death rate (a statistic that 
controls for the age distribution of 
the population as a whole). Black 
women saw the biggest decrease, 
with their age-adjusted death rate 
falling 2.3 percent between 2011 
and 2012. The rate also fell 1.2 
percent for white men and 1.1 
percent for white women and black 
men, while holding steady for 
Latino men and women.

The overall rates fell because 
Americans were less likely to 
succumb to eight of the 10 leading 
causes of death, the report said. 
Heart disease, the top killer of 
Americans, became less lethal, 
with a 1.8 percent decline in its 

age-adjusted death rate between 
2011 and 2012. For cancer, the 
No. 2 cause of death, the age-
adjusted mortality rate fell by 1.5 
percent.

Cancer and heart disease 
account for nearly two-thirds of the 
deaths attributed to the 10 leading 
causes of death. Of the remaining 
eight, the age-adjusted death rate 
fell for six (chronic lower respira-
tory disease, stroke, Alzheimer’s 
disease, diabetes, influenza/
pneumonia and kidney disease), 
held steady for one (unintentional 
injuries) and rose for one (suicide).

Infant mortality also fell in 2012 
compared with 2011, the data 
show. In 2012, 597.8 out of every 
100,000 babies died before reach-
ing their first birthday. Much of that 
improvement was due to a 12 per-
cent decrease in the mortality rate 
for sudden infant death syndrome.

Hepatitis C will be a rare disease by 2036
By David Templeton
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette (MCT)

PITTSBURGH — Hepatitis C, a major infectious disease in the United 
States with 180 million cases worldwide, will likely become a rare disease 
by about 2036, according to a University of Pittsburgh Graduate School of 
Public Health analysis.

But that time period could be shortened by a decade to about 2026, 
according to computer modeling of factors and trends involved in infection 
rates.

“We picked an ideal scenario — one that really is ideal — that assumes 
that all unaware patients get screening once and everyone who is infected 
is treated,” said Mina Kabiri, a doctoral student in health services research 
and policy and the study’s lead author. “We wanted to show what would 
be the difference if you had the most optimal situation and illustrate how 
it changes the time before it would become a rare disease. It would be a 
10-year difference.”

The analysis and computer-modeling methodology used to reach the 
conclusions was published recently in the Annals of Internal Medicine. 
The predictive model, developed with assistance from the M.D. Ander-
son Cancer Center at the University of Texas, was funded through the 
National Institutes of Health.

Hepatitis C causes about 15,000 deaths annually in the United States. 
Prevalence of a rare disease is fewer than one of every 1,500 people. 
Currently, hepatitis C infects about one in 100, although the rate has been 
declining steadily in recent years due to treatment advances.

“We compared the base case — the current trend — with the very ideal 
to show the range,” Kabiri said. “There are new drugs and changes in 
physicians’ reactions to new drugs. It is pretty hard to pick a year between 
2026 and 2036 because everything is changing so fast.”
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History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Oct. 13: ON THIS DATE in 1775, the Continental Congress ordered 
construction of a naval fleet. In 1982, the International Olympic Com-
mittee restored two gold medals from the 1912 Games that had been 
stripped from American Jim Thorpe.

Oct. 14: ON THIS DATE in 1066, William the Conqueror gained control 
over much of England by winning the Battle of Hastings. In 1947, test 
pilot Chuck Yeager broke the sound barrier for the first time in the Bell X-1 
rocket plane.

Oct. 15: ON THIS DATE in 1917, Mata Hari, a Dutch dancer who had 
spied for the Germans, was executed by a French firing squad. In 1949, 
evangelist Billy Graham began his public ministry. 

Oct. 16: ON THIS DATE in 1859, militant abolitionist John Brown led 
about 20 men in a raid on the federal armory at Harpers Ferry, Va. He 
was arrested and later hanged. In 1962, President Kennedy was informed 
that reconnaissance photographs had revealed the presence of Soviet-
built nuclear missile-launching platforms in communist Cuba.

Oct. 17: ON THIS DATE in 1933, physicist Albert Einstein arrived in 
the United States, a refugee of Nazi Germany. In 1967, the play Hair 
premiered.

Oct. 18: ON THIS DATE in 1892, the first long-distance telephone line 
between Chicago and New York was opened. In 1898, the American flag 
was raised in Puerto Rico shortly before Spain relinquished control of the 
island.

Oct. 19: ON THIS DATE in 1781, British troops under Lord Cornwallis 
surrendered at Yorktown, Va., as the U.S. Revolutionary War neared its 
end. In 1960, the United States imposed an embargo on most exports to 
Cuba.

Answer to last week’s question: This week in 1931, gangster Al 
Capone was convicted of income tax evasion and sentenced to 11 years 
in prison.

This week’s question: In 1956, the Soviet Union invaded what eastern 
European country?

more about the topic – which usu-
ally this time of the year is football 
– than you’ll ever care to know.

“The Texans have to improve. 
There were a lot of second and 
long situations. Everything was 
second and six, or longer.”

And so on.
I listen to these guys because 

the Houston Chronicle can’t keep 
up with all the details they come 
up with, since the Chronicle has a 
limited amount of space each day. 

My sons are into sports, so I 
listen and read the sports section 
to be able to bring some intel-
ligent-sounding soundbites to the 
table. Every now and then I even 

surprise myself. Some of the talk 
actually sticks in my mind.

These guys are cheerlead-
ers, but that’s O.K. I root for the 
hometown team, or in our case, 
the closest to the hometown team, 
which are the Houston teams.

The Astros have finished the 
season. They almost never come 
up. It’s all football.

When the Texans lost the first 
pre-season game, the homeboys 
spent hours analyzing why this 
was a fluke. There were several 
explanations as to why the offense 
did not score a single point.

When the Texans won their first 
two regular season games, some 
of these talking heads had them 

going all the way. Between these 
extremes lies some pretty good 
information that makes me sound 
good when it’s my turn to chime in.

If someone would print all-sports 
commentary daily, it would prob-
ably equate to a long book each 
day. Whoever said preachers can 
go on and on? Sports talk radio 
hosts have them beat, as well as 
Rush.

These guys know their stuff, 
and they know how to look stuff 
up quickly. They can fill a segment 
between commercials without even 
blinking an eye.

They have another burden that 
writers don’t have to worry about.

When they say something 
wrong, that’s it. They can’t take it 
back. It’s out there for everyone to 
hear, and it’s probably recorded.

If I make a mistake, I can correct 
it and sound really good by the 
time you read it. For example, I 
can type “I want to speak gooder 
English, and you’d never know it 
because I’d correct it when I read 
over what I wrote. If I miss it, I 
have an editor who will most likely 
catch it. (Editor, leave that word 
alone. I’m using it as an example. I 
know it’s wrong.)

These guys are soloing it for 
hours daily, and I hardly hear them 
mispronounce anything. They are 
good and fast. And, they can push 
those words out. I’d be hyperven-
tilating.

Looks like we’re out of space 
again. I’d like to go on for a while, 
but that’s the way it is in the news-
paper business.

Go Texans, who have a terrible 
record of making first down after 
receiving a penalty during a drive.

Who are struggling to convert 
third downs.

Who didn’t have enough time to 
figure out what went wrong against 
the Cowboys.

Wait a minute. Even I figured 
that one out. They need to score 
more points. Geez. Let me dial that 
number. Oh, yeah. They are not 
taking any calls.

O.K., the column done for real 
this time.

(Continued from Page 6)

Sports talk radio takes the top talking prize over anything else
The 39th annual Alvin Commu-

nity College Fall Festival will be on 
Oct. 25 on the ACC campus.

The event will include games, 
arts and crafts and food booths 
sponsored by local businesses and 
campus clubs and organizations. 

The Fall Festival will also feature 
a costume contest, hosted by the 
Alvin Nursing Student Association. 
The contest is open to kids of all 
ages. Prizes will be awarded in 
numerous age categories and one 
for best overall. Entry fee for the 
contest is $2.

The ACC Softball team will 
again host the 5K Zombie Blood 
Run during the festival. Check in 
and registration is at 4:30 p.m. and 
the race begins at 5:30 p.m. Regis-
tration is $25 and includes a free 

T- -shirt. For more information, 
e-mail racantu@alvincollege.edu. 

Originally created to provide an 
alternative to trick or treating on 
Halloween, the ACC Fall Festival 
has become the college’s largest 
event of the year. It is estimated 
that over 7,000 kids and family 
members attend each year.

Vendor booths are still available 
for the festival. The  cost for each 
booth ranges from $40 to $60.

The Fall Festival will be held 
from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. on the main 
campus, 3110 Mustang Road.  
For more information about the 
ACC Fall Festival, to reserve 
booth space, or sign up for the 
Zombie Run, call (281) 756-3686, 
or visit the ACC Marketplace at 
www.alvincollege.edu.

ACC Hosts its annual Fall Festival
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Marriott fined $600,000 for blocking personal Wi-Fi hotspots
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

Marriott International Inc. must 
pay a $600,000 fine for using 
technology to block visitors at a 
Nashville hotel from using their 
personal hotspot devices, the Fed-
eral Communications Commission 
announced Friday.

“The growing use of technolo-
gies that unlawfully block consum-
ers from creating their own Wi-Fi 

networks via their personal hotspot 
devices unjustifiably prevents con-
sumers from enjoying services they 
have paid for and stymies the con-
venience and innovation associated 
with Wi-Fi Internet access,” FCC 
enforcement bureau chief Travis 
LeBlanc said in a statement.

A visitor at the Gaylord Opryland 
Hotel and Convention Center com-
plained to the FCC in March 2013 

that the hotel was “jamming mobile 
hotspots so that you can’t use them 
in the convention space.”

Complaint went on: “It happened 
once at (another Gaylord property 
and we) complained, gave them the 
router name, and they unblocked. 
Now working in the property in 
Nashville, and you can get a few 
minutes in the a.m. then they jam 
you. Won’t work in the ballrooms.”
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Brazosport College Habitat for Humanity leaders selected for national conference
Since forming last year, Brazos-

port College’s Habitat for Humanity 
campus chapter has been a benefit 
to its community.

Partnering with Habitat for 
Humanity of Southern Brazoria 
County, the BC chapter has par-
ticipated in builds, fundraisers, and 
other activities, while gaining valu-
able experience in helping others 
along the way.

Now the organization will get 
to share its success stories on a 
national level.

The Habitat for Humanity at 
Brazosport College campus chapter 
was recently awarded two scholar-
ships to attend Habitat’s Youth 
Leadership Conference and Young 
Leaders Summit on Nov. 7 to 9 in 
Charlotte, N.C.

BC’s representatives, Student 
Life Coordinator Kelli Forde and BC 
Habitat President Kayla Smith will 
join more than 300 other youth lead-
ers to celebrate accomplishments 
from the past year and to share 
success stories.

“We value our commitment to 
addressing issues of poverty and 
housing and care deeply for the 
families that we have the privilege 
to impact,” Smith said. “We are 
honored to spread the word that our 
youth is coming together to ensure 
the seasoned volunteers of Habitat 
for Humanity that our future is in 
good hands. We are the youth of 
the present, which will also be the 
leaders in the future. We are strong, 
vibrant, intelligent, genuine and 
impacting individuals.”

At the conference, young leaders 
will have an opportunity to meet with 
Habitat for Humanity’s international 
staff, as well as attend a variety of 
workshops to learn tips and tricks 
toward making their local Habitat 
team successful.

“The Youth Leadership Confer-

ence will help the organization’s 
leaders motivate our members to 
be more active in the organization 
and within our greater community,” 
Smith said. “As a result of the Youth 
Leadership Conference, we will be 
able to work together to create a 
bonded organization, in which we 
commit to create a better quality 
of life for our local community. We 
look forward to being inspired by the 
Youth Leadership Conference, and 
ultimately turning that inspiration 
into positive change.”

To learn more about Habitat for 
Humanity at Brazosport College, 
visit the organization’s Facebook 
page at www.facebook.com/
habitatBC. For more information 
about Habitat for Humanity of 
Southern Brazoria County go to 
www.habitatsbc.org.

BC Student Life Coordinator Kelli Forde, left, and BC Habitat for 
Humanity President Kayla Smith will represent Brazosport College at the 
Habitat for Humanity Youth Leadership Conference and Young Leaders 
Summit on Nov. 7- 9 in Charlotte, N.C. 

Bob L. Brown, an Army Reserve 
Officers’ Training Corps (ROTC) 
cadet at Texas A&M University 
- Kingsville, has graduated from the 
Leader Development and Assess-
ment Course (LDAC) at Fort Knox, 
Ky.

The 29 days of training provide 
the best possible professional train-
ing and evaluation for all cadets in 
the aspects of military life, adminis-
tration and logistical support.

Cadets usually attend LDAC 
between their junior and senior 
years of college, and they must 
complete the course to qualify for 
commissioning. Upon successful 
completion of the course, the ROTC 
program, and graduation from 
college, cadets are commissioned 
as second lieutenants in the U.S. 
Army, Army National Guard, or Army 
Reserve.

Brown is the son of Laura S. 
Barry of Alvin, Texas and husband 
of Dollie A. Brown of Corpus Christi. 
He is a 2010 graduate of Alvin High 
School.

Brown completes 
U.S. Army Leader 

Development course
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BRAIN initiative funding  
could help with new ways 

to map cells, circuits
By Melissa Healy
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

LOS ANGELES — Scientists will aim to cap-
ture the workings of the human brain in compre-
hensive recordings, to watch the brain while in 
motion and to reimagine the world’s most com-
plex biological organism as a buzzing network of 
interlocking circuits with the award of $46 million 
in study grants announced recently.

The announcement marks the first concrete 
steps taken under the Obama administration’s 
BRAIN Initiative, short for Brain Research 
Through Advancing Innovative Neurotechnolo-
gies. Unveiled in April 2013, the initiative is a 
planned 12-year effort to spur new understanding 
of the brain in sickness and in health by improv-
ing technologies used to map, record, probe and 
stimulate its workings.

President Barack Obama has sought $110 
million for the BRAIN initiative in 2014 and $200 
million for the 2015 fiscal year, with future years’ 
funding to be worked out. He has likened the 
initiative to the Human Genome Project, which 
has dramatically deepened understanding of the 
roles played by nearly 25,000 genes that make 
up human DNA, and has advanced medicine 
along a wide front.

At Caltech, an interdisciplinary team will put 
fruit flies on treadmills and assault them with a 
variety of sights and smells while recording the 
activities of individual neurons. At Princeton Uni-
versity, a team aided by thousands of volunteers 
playing an online game called “Eyewire” will thor-
oughly map how light is transformed into nerve 
signals by the circuits of the human retina. At the 
Salk Institute, scientists will turn genes on and 
off in the mouse frontal cortex to understand the 
functions of certain cells that reside in the seat of 
higher reasoning.

In another Caltech lab, rodents, monkeys 
and eventually humans will have the deepest 
recesses of their brains bombarded with noninva-
sive, high-resolution ultrasound waves, with the 
aim of modifying behavior. And at UCLA, state-of-
the-art visualization technology will be deployed 
to explore the diversity of cell types across the 
developing human brain.

Developing more powerful and less invasive 
ways to watch the brain at work will be on several 
institutions’ newly funded agendas. At Duke 
University, new brain-scanning technology will 
home in on electromagnetic signals broadcast by 
neurons.

At the University of Minnesota, researchers will 
use smaller magnets to create a more portable, 
cheaper version of magnetic resonance imaging. 
And at West Virginia University, researchers will 
engineer a wearable PET scanner that images 
activity in the human brain in motion.
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Look for us on 
Facebook

See who is waiting for you at SPCA-BC

Come by the SPCA-BC Shelter at 141 Canna Ln., Lake Jackson, or we 
are at Brazos Mall, Petco and Petsmart every Saturday, to  visit with these 
pets and many of their friends. Kennel sponsorships are now available 
for large or small kennels. Why not have your company or family recog-
nized with a plaque to show you care? Call (979) 285-2340, ext. 100, or visit 
www.spcabc.org for details. Help control the pet population. Have your pet 
spayed or neutered. Come by the  SPCA-BC, and fill out an application today.

‘The Wonder Years’ are still wonderful – after all these years
By Rich Heldenfels
Akron Beacon Journal (MCT)

TV series “The Wonder Years” 
ended its original ABC run in 1993. 
But you can still see other shows 
trying to approximate its quality 
and success, whether by bor-
rowing its basic concept (family 
comedy-drama as a period piece) 
or employing its artistic flourishes 
(good-natured narrator, contrasting 
what is said with what is thought).

But as can be seen in new, long-
awaited DVD releases of the series, 
imitation only gets you part of the 
way to what made “The Wonder 
Years” work. It also boasted high-
quality writing, well-drawn char-
acters and acting that more than 
handled the challenges of the script. 
And it did it all while capturing the 
late ’60s and early ’70s, especially 
through the period music.

Unfortunately, getting the rights 
to most of that music has long 
delayed a comprehensive collection 
of the series. Both a new complete-
series set (available only online at 
TimeLife.com/WonderYears) and 
the two-disc first-season set contain 
as much period music as possible. 
The complete-series package has 
more than 300 songs; the first-
season set promises every song 
from the original broadcasts.

Created by Neal Marlens and 
Carol Black, “The Wonder Years” 
focused on Kevin Arnold (Fred 
Savage), a suburban kid who is 
entering junior high in 1968 as the 
series begins. He is also deal-
ing with his family, school life and 
romance — the last element embod-
ied in his feelings for his neighbor 
Winnie Cooper (Danica McKellar). 
With Daniel Stern narrating as the 
adult Kevin, the series offered not 
only a sense of life at that time (Viet-
nam, for example, figures promi-
nently in the series pilot), but also 
of both what it was like to be young 
then, and how an adult would look 
back on those times.

Besides Savage and McKellar, 
the cast included Dan Lauria and 
Alley Mills as Kevin’s parents, Olivia 
d’Abo as his willful older sister, 
Jason Hervey as his brother and 
Josh Saviano as Kevin’s best friend. 
There were also recurring charac-
ters, such as a physical-education 
instructor played by Robert Picardo. 
And you can spot before-they-
were-stars guest actors, including 
“Person of Interest’s” Jim Caviezel 
as a high-school basketball star in 
“Hero,” a fifth-season episode that 
remains one of my favorites.

Buyers considering the first-
season set should realize that it 

consists of only six episodes — in 
fact, there was controversy when, 
after that short run in early 1988, 
the series won the Emmy for best 
comedy series. An executive at a 
rival network publicly complained 
that it was unfair to rank so few 
episodes against series that had 
done full, 20-plus-episode seasons. 
But the win showed how very good 
“The Wonder Years” was.

If you are looking for extensive 
extras, you need to consider the 
complete-series sets, even if they 
have triple-digit price tags. For 
example, one bonus disc includes 
every take of the first Kevin-Winnie 
kiss, in the series premiere, with 
commentary by a very amused, now 
all-grown-up Savage and McKellar. 
In addition, there are interviews with 
the cast and creators, a reunion of 
the cast members, featurettes and 
other elements.

The complete series comes in a 
small metal replica of a locker, com-
plete with show-themed magnets for 
decorating. An even more elaborate 
(and more expensive) package 
adds a T-shirt, pennant and more.

‘“The Wonder Years” stars Fred 
Savage and Danica McKellar then 
and now.
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Cousin’s idea about lifestyle wrong
My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

The Bulletin is pleased to run your community 
annoucements and features free of charge, but 
you have to help us by e-mailing the text and 
attaching the photos as jpg files. Make it as short 
as possible. The better and more interesting the 
photo, the more options we have as to how to 
display it and call more attention to your event.  
Email: john.bulletin@gmail.com

Q: Have you ever heard anyone say that “God hates the sin but 
loves the sinner”? Is it in the Bible? My cousin quotes it whenever 
we get to talking about his immoral lifestyle. He claims it means he 
doesn’t need to quit his sinful ways, because God still loves him and 
will take him to heaven anyway. Is he right? - Z.P.

A: No, your cousin is not right - and in fact he is deceiving himself by 
thinking he can live any way he wants to and still get to heaven. One of 
the devil’s oldest tricks is to deceive us into thinking God doesn’t care how 
we live.

The saying you quote isn’t found in the Bible - although it contains much 
truth. God does love us - even when we don’t love Him in return. But He 
doesn’t love our sin - and one reason is because He knows it will ulti-
mately destroy us. Just as earthly parents continue loving a wayward child 
in spite of their rebellion, so our Heavenly Father continues loving, in spite 
of our rebellion.

God loves us so much, in fact, that He sent His Son into the world to 
make it possible for us to be forgiven. Would Jesus Christ have gone to 
the cross if sin didn’t matter, and God was going to take us to heaven 
anyway? No, of course not. The Bible says, “God demonstrates his own 
love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 
5:8).

Pray for your cousin, and ask God to help you be both loving and 
honest with him. He needs Christ, and hopefully once he understands 
what it cost Christ to bring us our salvation, he’ll want to repent of his sins 
and open his heart to Christ.

Disney CEO Bob Iger could take home $60-million bonus
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

Walt Disney Co. Chairman and 
Chief Executive Robert Iger, who 
inked a two-year contract exten-
sion recently, could depart the 
company in 2018 with a bonus of 
up to $60 million.

According to a filing with the 
Securities and Exchange Com-
mission, the performance-based 
retention bonus is tied to Disney 
meeting certain operating income 
targets.

Iger’s bonus would be triggered 
if the company were to generate 
cumulative operating income of 
more than $76.010 billion over 

the five-year period ending Sept. 
29, 2018. The bonus escalates 
linearly.

The bonus maxes out at $60 
million, which Iger would receive 
if the company generates cumula-
tive operating income of more than 
$78.314 billion over the stretch.

The bonus is by no means 
guaranteed. For Iger to receive it, 
Disney’s operating income would 
have to increase dramatically. For 
the five-year period from 2009 
to 2013, the company generated 
cumulative operating income of 
$43.771 billion.

However, the company’s annual 

operating income has increased 
considerably in recent years. In 
2013, Disney’s operating income 
was $10.724 billion, up 8 percent 
from a year earlier when it was 
$9.964 billion. It increased by 13 
percent from 2011 to 2012.

Save for the prospective bonus, 
Iger will continue to receive the 
same annual compensation as 
under his previous contract. A 
large portion of his pay is tied to 
Disney’s financial performance. 
For the fiscal year that ended Sept. 
28, 2013, Iger’s base salary was 
$2.5 million, but his total compen-
sation was $34.3 million.
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No ‘rumour,’ Fleetwood Mac is back
By Glenn Gamboa
Newsday (MCT)

Fleetwood Mac didn’t think 
they would ever be at full 
strength again.

In 1998, when singer-key-
boardist Christine McVie retired 
from touring, that seemed to be 
the end of an era — the finale for 
Fleetwood Mac’s “Rumours”-era 
lineup of Christine McVie, drum-
mer Mick Fleetwood, bassist 
John McVie, guitarist Lindsey 
Buckingham and singer Stevie 
Nicks.

They had a legendary run, 
especially with “Rumours,” which 
remains the ninth-biggest-sell-
ing album in history after 19 
million copies were sold in the 
United States alone. But part of 
the Mac’s legend was also its 
contentiousness. After all, it was 
built on two couples that had 
broken up.

When McVie left the band, 
not out of contentiousness, but 
because she didn’t feel she 
could continue physically or 
mentally, the band accepted it.

“It was multiple reasons why 
I thought, ‘I’ve had enough. I 
wanna go home and live in the 
country and get a Range Rover 
and get the dogs, the Wellie 

boots and the scarf and cook 
for the YMCA, or whatever,” 
McVie recently told CBS News. 
“And I sort of had this misguided 
idea that that was the life that I 
wanted, you know? And to some 
degree, I enjoyed it for a few 
years.”

Nicks saw that her friend was 
happy in her new life, but always 
held out hope she would change 
her mind. When McVie sold her 
pianos because she thought 
she wouldn’t need them, Nicks 
secretly bought them and kept 
them in storage. Just in case.

Nicks says Fleetwood Mac 
has always been about doing 
the best set it possibly can, but 
without McVie, all the classics 
she sang on became off-the-
table.

“We are totally willing to try 
anything, and that’s what we 
do,” Nicks says. “You can kind 
of feel what works and what 
doesn’t work. The unfortunate 
thing is, we haven’t fared well 
in doing Chris’ songs. We don’t 
sound like Chris. I don’t sound 
good singing lead on her songs. 
Lindsey doesn’t sound good 
singing lead on her songs.”

While Fleetwood Mac was 
working on moving on without 

her, McVie was working on 
moving on herself. She went for 
therapy to deal with her phobia 
of flying and eventually worked 
through it. Her first flight was to 
visit Fleetwood at his home in 
Maui.

McVie surprisingly joined the 
band for its London show at The 
O2 arena last year. “It was so 
comfortable being back onstage 
with them, as if no time had 
passed, and then we all started 
talking, and it feels like the time 
is right,” she says. “I’m really 
happy.”

And there were no doubts 
from the rest of Fleetwood Mac. 
“As far as we’re concerned, 
she’s never really left,” the band 
said in a joint statement. “We are 
overjoyed to have Christine back 
on stage with us.”

The band has already been 
in the studio this year, working 
on new music, though the fruits 
of their labor probably won’t 
be heard until next year. How-
ever, the simple reunion of the 
Rock and Roll Hall of Famers 
seems to be enough of an event 
for everyone. Their new tour 
marks only the second time all 
five members of the band have 
toured together in the past 30 
years.

The last time came after the 
brokered peace following their 
decision to play at President Bill 
Clinton’s inaugural gala in 1993, 
a collaboration that brought 
Buckingham back into the 
fold for what eventually would 
become “The Dance” album and 
tour.

It’s no wonder the band sees 
the new “On With the Show” tour 
as a cause for celebration and 
plans to enjoy it.

“This is sort of pretty unprec-
edented, really, that someone 
should leave such a high-status 
group as Fleetwood Mac and 
then return,” McVie told CBS 
News. “If you’re not gonna have 
fun then, you’re never gonna 
have any fun. So I’m sure that 
the whole band is in agree-
ment that we wanna have a 
really good time and celebrate 
our friendship and our lives 
together.”Fleetwood Mac: The turmoil-filled, but successful early years.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 Turn over
8 Copes
15 Banned
16 “To reiterate ...”
17 *Dive, surface, dive, surface, 
etc.?
18 *Lab growth below sea level?
19 Item in a tent
20 French spa town
22 Some amber orders

23 Zenith
25 Syria’s Bashar al-__
28 Lorelei, notably
30 *Underwater speaker?
34 Invite to one’s tree house
37 Wilde’s “An __ Husband”
39 At least one
40 *Story line for “The Hunt for Red 
October”?
41 *Hatch?
42 *Underwater lateral surface?

43 Ages
44 Bob Barker’s longtime sidekick 
Johnny
45 Clearance events
46 *Position on naval warfare?
48 Lose it
50 Bivouac
52 Starting lineups
56 Toll rd.
59 Nintendo ancestor
61 Caviar, e.g.
62 *Sonar reading?
65 *Message from beneath the 
surface?
67 In real trouble
68 Flavored, like some vodka
69 Comebacks
70 Convertible couches

Down
1 Word for a rough date
2 Throw for __
3 Demotion in 2006 news
4 *Scenery for “Operation Pet-
ticoat”?
5 “Uncle!”
6 More wacky
7 Util. bill item
8 Annual parade sponsor
9 Sch. with a Mesa campus
10 3,280.8 ft.
11 Sonora, por ejemplo
12 King David’s predecessor
13 Dreadful
14 Stanzas of tribute
21 How some singles play
24 Flood
26 Vacillate
27 IM provider
29 Fifth of fŸnf
31 Fall flat
32 German finale
33 Grains used by brewers and 
bakers
34 Copycats
35 One in a Vegas row
36 Hawaiian coffee-growing district
38 Cube maker Rubik
41 Where Zeno taught
42 Nigerian-born Grammy winner
44 Mo. for many Libras
45 Fulfill
47 Must
49 Berth place
51 Leaves
53 Leave one’s seat
54 Left town, maybe
55 Feeder filler
56 Schedule abbr.
57 Skunk Le Pew
58 ‘50s-’80s pitcher Jim “Kitty” __
60 Hemmed in by
63 Discount tag abbr.
64 Entomologist’s tool
66 Prefix for the answers to starred 
clues, and word needed for those 
clues to make sense
(c)2014 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
CHINA  ITALY  INDIA  NEPAL  EGYPT  CHILE HAITI  KENYA
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: GUMMY  OUNCE  BETRAY  SUBURB
Answer: When his wife shopped for a dishwasher, he had two choices -- BUY OR BE  

Bulletin  Horoscope
Tribune Content Agency

ARIES (Mar. 21-Apr. 19): Pay your 
own way. Allowing someone else to 
pick up the tab could be sending the 
wrong message. Approach social situa-
tions in a responsible manner, as being 
too informal with new people could 
invite trouble in the week ahead.

TAURUS (Apr. 20-May 20): Take 
charge. While you’re able to assess 
situations with ease, others around you 
may be suffering from lapses in judg-
ment this week. Don’t be shy about 
jumping in and showing them the error 
of their ways before it’s too late.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Let your 

heart be your guide in the week ahead. 
While logic may dictate that a situation 
is hopeless, your intuition and instincts 
tell you that everything will turn out for 
the best. You’ll benefit in the long run if 
you just have a little faith.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): In the 
real world, there aren’t always happy 

endings. An injustice may have you 
miffed, but life isn’t Hollywood where 
you can expect all wrongs to be righted 
in 90 minutes. Focus on moving 
forward this week rather than dwelling 
on things you can’t change.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Unleash 
your ambitions. You may feel a bit 
more motivated than usual this week 
and can use this newfound vigor to set 
loftier goals and pursue grand aspira-
tions. Go with your first instinct when 
faced with decisions and you can’t go 
wrong.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Actions 
speak louder than words. There’s only 
so much talk people will believe before 
you need to do something to back it 
up. Spending quality time with a loved 
one this week could greatly improve 
the relationship.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22.): If they’ve 
scratched your back, don’t forget to 
scratch theirs. Be sure to repay favors 
to those who’ve been kind enough to 
do something for you. Keep an eye on 
finances during the week ahead.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Play 
fair. This week, you may find yourself 
in a situation where you can benefit 
greatly at someone else’s expense. 
While there may be nothing wrong with 
getting ahead, the current circum-

stances may not be ethical and your 
conscience could suffer.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 
Leave the past in the past. As the 
week unfolds, avoid lamenting over 
what could have been or how an error 
could have been prevented. Just chalk 
it up to experience and use it to your 
advantage as you move forward.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Quick fixes can lead to quick failures. 
Cutting corners or using temporary 
solutions to solve problems will only 
create more headaches. Taking your 
time to do the job right this week will 
be the most efficient way to eliminate 
difficulties.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Keep your eyes on the prize. Current 
hardships may make your long-term 
goals seem unattainable, but the pres-
sure you’re under this week won’t last 
long. Simply go with the flow and work 
toward achieving personal objectives 
later.

PISCES (Feb. 19-Mar. 20): All work 
and no play makes for a dull day. 
Close up shop and get together with 
friends or loved ones to pursue flights 
of fancy in the week ahead. Keep the 
piggy bank under lock and key, as 
this is a poor time to spend money or 
juggle finances.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers
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