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Sad ending 
at Ryan’s

‘Sully’ reminds 
everyone that 
flying skill is a 
daily wonder

See Page 12

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

 When workers arrived one 
recent morning to start their day 
at Ryan’s Restaurant in Lake 
Jackson, they were greeted by a 
simple sign on the door.

The restaurant was closed by 
the chain overnight, and they 

were suddenly 
unemployed. 
Some gave 
interviews to 
another news-
paper about 
how they felt 
about being 
treated like 
that after many 

years of working there.
They were just thrown away 

by a corporation that didn’t really 
care one way or another about 
what would happen to them, how 
long they had been employed 
there, or what type of job they 
performed. 

They were just some dispens-
able  people who read that simple 
sign that morning and wondered 
how they were now going to pay 
their bills.

I’m not rallying against corpo-
rations. There are many of them 
around here that treat employees 
well and provide them with a 
solid middle-class income. Those 
are the good guys. When things 
turn sour for a while, they offer 
severance packages, which many 
employees take voluntarily. They 
give ample warning that layoffs 
are coming.

Then, there are companies 
like Ovation Brands, Inc., based 
in Hollywood Park, Texas, a 
subsidiary of Food Management 
Partners, Inc. Those guys own 
the Ryan’s restaurants and have 
a history of pulling the plug from 
one day to the next on locations, 
and instantly making their loyal 

RAMBLINGS

A little bird named facebook 
told me that today is my friend 
Jim Renfro’s birthday.

Which is reason enough to 
address a subject and make a 
book recommendation that I’ve 
had on my to-do list.

Jim is a retired engineer, a cur-
rent (I guess; we haven’t visited 
in a while) member of a chain 

gang (not in a 
penitentiary but 
on the Houston 
Texans sideline) 
and a bona fide 
nature lover.

He was also, 
nearly 20 years 
ago, a valuable 

resource for yours truly.
When I was researching and 

writing The Windows of Heaven, 
a historical novel set in Galveston 
during the famous 1900 hur-
ricane, I needed to know about 
the behavior of birds when mighty 
storms are about to make land-
fall. The obvious guy to call was 
Jim, and the result of our visit 
was my writing like I knew what 
I was talking about rather than 
winging it (pun intended).

My wife, Karen, is very much 
into birds also, keeping a big pair 
of binoculars close to her in the 
back yard to watch for a pair of 
hawks that swoop over occasion-
ally and for any other feathered 
friends that flock to feeders that 
she keeps filled with sunflower 
seeds.

(Continued on Page 4)

Birding is not 
for the birds

The death of newspapers has been greatly exaggerated
By Danny Tyree
Special to The Bulletin

“So, are you still writing for the 
paper?”

Whenever a friend or acquain-
tance poses that innocent-sounding 
question, it rubs me the wrong way.

Yes, besides being nation-
ally syndicated since 2010, I’ve 
submitted a column to my home-
town paper every single week 
for the past 15 years. Maybe I’m 
thin-skinned, but I invariably infer 
that the underlying message is, 

“I am somewhat interested in your 
musings, but I can’t be bothered to 
buy the paper, borrow the paper OR 
read it at the library.”

Okay, maybe they DO read part 
of the paper but have an irrational 
fear of certain pages because of an 
urban legend. (“And in the morning 
light, there was Dear Abby’s hook on 
the car door handle!”)

I’d like to address an open letter 
to the people least likely to READ it.

I’ve lost count of people grous-
ing: “There ain’t ever anything in the 

paper.” That may be true – if you-
have an unhealthily NARROW view 
of your community. Just because 
not every issue is focused on YOUR 
kids, YOUR street or YOUR church, 
it doesn’t make the paper an irrel-
evant waste of ink.

It can be educational, enter-
taining and inspirational to learn 
about OTHER people’s struggles, 
achievements, hobbies and pet 
peeves.

Twitter is faster than newspapers. 
(Continued on Page 6)

See our special section on the Brazoria County Fair

By Ron Rozelle
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THE BULLETIN is distrib-
uted each Tuesday by J&S 

Communications, Inc.. E-mail 
letters and press releases 

to john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Faxed or mailed announce-

ments are no longer 
accepted. For advertising 
information, call (979) 849-
5407. Advertising and news 
release deadline is 5 p.m. 

Tuesday.
Our 23rd year of publishing!

Features writer wanted by 
Bulletin weekly newspaper. 
Send resume and/or clips to 
john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Great opportunity for self-
starter, college student who 
wants to build up a resume 
and clips free-lancing. 

I SUDDENLY DECIDED THAT I WANT TO SEE OTHER 
PEOPLE: A woman who was sitting on a plane in Moscow that was 
taxiing down the runway to fly to Vladivostok decided that she needed to 
get a divorce immediately so she demanded that the aircraft stop so she 
could get off. After she exited, the other 500 passengers had to endure a 
seven-hour delay because safety regulations require that all the luggage 
be security-screened again.

HEY, WE’RE ENTREPENEURS, OFFICER: Two men were 
arrested for drug trafficking at an outdoor music concert in Newark, N.J. 
One of them used a loudspeaker to announce that he had cocaine for 
sale, and the other had a cardboard sign advertising cocaine, marijuana 
and ketamine.

COME BACK AFTER YOUR SHIFT, BOYS: Two police offi-
cers, responding to a noise complaint, showed up at a party in Bendorf, 
Germany where a group of women were celebrating a 50th birthday. But 
the ladies thought the cops were a couple of male strippers, and hugged 
them and took photos of them, refusing to believe they were real cops. 
They realized their mistake when they saw the police cruiser parked 
outside. The officers instructed them to quiet down.

NEXT TIME YOU’LL THINK: A man returned home in New Albany, 
Ind., and told his wife that the store she sent him to had run out of the 
doughnuts that she prefers. Police said that she “got upset at him for not 
knowing what else she liked after being together for several years,” so 
she stabbed him in the chest with a fork.

HEH, HEH, I GUESS I GOT AWAY WITH THIS ONE: A 20-
year-old man led police on a 100 mph chase through Cambridge, Eng-
land, during which he ran a number of red lights, drove on the wrong side 
of the road and through rotaries and almost had a head-on collision with 
another car. The cops had to call off the chase because of the danger. 
But the guy was caught when he posted the entire incident on Facebook.

NOT TODAY, PUNK! An armed thug approached a man hosing 
down his vehicle at a carwash in Shreveport, La., and demanded he 
turn over his keys and money. Instead, the guy turned the high-pow-
ered sprayer on him, hitting the guy right in the face. An accomplice 
approached, and the guy did the same to him. Both men fled.

AND THAT’S WHY SHE LOVES HIM SO MUCH: Police, called 
to investigate a complaint of “loud panting” outside a home in Buchen-
bach, Bavaria, found that the cause was a couple of hedgehogs mating 
under the front stairs. An animal expert said, “Hedgehogs groan loudly 
during the act,.” The animals had been doing it for about 20 minutes 
before the homeowner called the cops, which was fortunate because the 
animals usually go at it for several hours, the expert said.

A MAN WITH NOTHING TO HIDE: A man who was drinking at a 
pub in Prerov, Czechoslovakia, did not have enough money to pay his bar 
tab, so he stripped naked and left his clothes there as collateral while he 
walked across town to get the cash.

BUT I’M SURE HE MUST HAVE MISSED ME LAST NIGHT: 
A heavily intoxicated bride in Cologne, Germany, still in her wedding 
dress, passed out in a car on her wedding night and was pulled out, still 
unconscious, by police the next day. She told officers she had no idea 
where her husband was.

Classes now forming to learn how to be a naturalist 
Do you like to get your feet wet 

and your hands dirty, or spend 
time in a natural setting?

Do you like learning about dif-
ferent plant and animal species, 
or present, instruct, and teach 
youth or adults?

Through the Texas Master 
Naturalist volunteer program, you 
can help children and adults in 
your community learn about Texas 

natural resources. 
No prior experience is needed 

to become a Texas Master Natu-
ralist. You will receive in-depth 
training in the wildlife and natural 
resources of Brazoria County 
taught by recognized experts in 
the field and customized to focus 
on the native ecosystems of our 
area. 

You will also have the oppor-
tunity for advanced training in 
special subjects that interest you.

Those interested in joining the 
2017 intern class can register 

from now to Jan. 5.  The class 
size is limited to 20, and this is the 
only intern class for 2017.  

Classes begin Jan. 18,  and 
end May 3.  For more information 
see www.tmn-cot.org  and click 
training or email maymonie@tmn-
cot.org. Applications can also be 
obtained at the AgriLife office, 
20117 CR 171 Angleton, TX.

The Texas Master Naturalist 
program is a partnership between 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension and 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Depart-
ment. 

Did you know?
• Kim Kardashian West’s wedding ring has an estimated value of $4.5 

million.
• When suspect Taylor Parker threw his gun out the window during a 

police chase in Des Moines, Iowa, he accidentally shot out his own tire.
• Pixar is collaborating with Vans to create a line of Toy Story-inspired 

shoes—they have the name “Andy” written on their soles.
• For exercise, U.S. president Calvin Coolidge rode an electric horse three 

times a day that was installed in the White House.
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

RAREST PLAY 
Q. Whatever can be so rare as a 

baseball pitcher throwing a perfect 
game or a batter slugging four 
homeruns in a single game?

A. The first of these has been 
done 21 times since 1900, the 
second 16 times, says Dan Lewis 
in his book “Now I Know More.” But 
rarer than either of these is Major 
League Baseball’s (MLB) unas-
sisted triple play, where all three 
outs in an inning are recorded in 
one play by the same fielder. The 
tally? Only 15 such plays in the 
league’s history.

For this rare play to be possible, 
there must be no outs in the inning 
and at least two runners on base.  
The unassisted triple play usually 
consists of a hard line drive hit 
directly at an infielder for the first 
out, with that same fielder then 
able to double off one of the base 
runners and tag a second for the 
second and third outs.  Eight of the 
15 fielders were shortstops, five 
were second basemen and two 
were first basemen.

The Cleveland Indians is the 
only franchise to have three play-
ers achieve this feat while on their 
roster:  Neal Ball, playing for the 

Cleveland Naps, was the first in 
MLB under modern rules, on July 
19, 1909; then Bill Wambsganns in 
Game 5 of the 1920 World Series; 
and Asdrubal Cabrera in 2008 (from 
Wikipedia).

HARMFUL TO DOGS
Q. Do you have a “dog killer” in 

your pocket?
A. You do if you have a penny 

minted after 1982, says Julie Hecht 
in “Scientific American” special edi-
tion “The Science of Dogs & Cats.”  
For the 20 years before 1982, pen-
nies were predominantly composed 
of about 95% copper, whereas since 
that year, pennies have been 97.5% 
zinc.  Though an essential material, 
too much zinc can be a bad thing: 

“When pennies meet the acid 
in a dog’s stomach, the zinc gets 
released rapidly, which can destroy 
red blood cells and, in turn, lead to 
a number of debilitating conditions, 
including kidney or liver damage.”

As the author concludes: “If 
Abraham Lincoln were alive today, 
I’m sure he would say, ‘One score 
and thirteen years ago, our fathers 
brought forth on this continent a 
new penny, conceived in zinc.  So, 
please, keep them out of reach of 
your dog.’”

DRINKING PROBLEMS
Q. Drinking for humans is easy 

using gravity to pull the fluid down 

our throat to our stomach. It’s 
trickier for quadrupeds that have 
to lower their heads to the ground 
and somehow transport the fluid up. 
In the case of dogs and cats, the 
tongue is key, dogs scooping and 
cats splashing fluids up. Elephants 
of course just suck with their trunks, 
like a drinking straw.  But how do 
giraffes, with their extraordinarily 
long necks, meet the challenge? 

A. To drink, giraffes spread their 
front legs apart and lower their 
necks far enough to submerge their 
lips. But with necks about 8 feet 
long, they have to raise the water 
about 6.5 feet to get it to where 
gravity can do the rest.  Based on 
field observations, zoo videos and 
mathematical models, physicists 
Philippe Binder and Dale Tayler 
(writing in “Physics Teacher”) con-
clude that giraffes create a mechani-
cal “plunger” pump.

Here’s how: Starting with jaws 
closed, they open their submerged 
lips (the “intake valve”) and close 
their epiglottis at the opening of the 
throat.  

Then they open their jaws to 
suck water into their mouth, close 
their lips, open their epiglottis (the 
“discharge valve”), and close their 
jaws, forcing water up into their 
throat (esophagus). This process is 
repeated until the esophagus is full. 

The final phase involves the 
giraffe lifting its head up to its 
normal position, above the body, 
so that the water flows down to the 
stomach, “almost certainly gravity-
assisted.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

Did you know?

Please let our advertisers know that 
you saw their ad in The Bulletin

• According to a study, injuries 
from opening food packages hospi-
talize over 60,000 people a year.

• Parents who view failure as 
a negative event have kids who 
are more likely to believe that 
intelligence is fixed and can’t be 
increased.

• Recent research suggests that 
the brain’s default mode is altruistic 
— it may take less brain power to 
be selfless than selfish.

• According to a study, people 
who have larger social networks 
may have a higher tolerance for 
pain as a result.
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(This column was prepared by the Social Security Administration. For fast answers 
to specific Social Security questions, contact Social Security toll-free at 800-772-
1213 or visit www.socialsecurity.gov.)

Questions and answers about your 
Social Security

Q: What can I do at www.socialsecurity.gov?
A: There are many things you can do on Social Security’s website. 

You can conduct most of your Social Security business with us online 
at www.socialsecurity.gov/onlineservices. You can get an estimate of 
future benefits, find out if you qualify for benefits now, and even apply for 
benefits. You can complete a number of other tasks online, too, includ-
ing replacing your Social Security card in some states. You can estimate 
your retirement benefit using our Retirement Estimator, which allows 
you to get an instant, personalized estimate of your future benefit based 
on different retirement ages and scenarios. You can even open your 
own my Social Security account to plan for and manage your benefits at 
www.socialsecurity.gov/myaccount.

Q: I’m 17 and eager to start my first summer job, but my 
mother misplaced my Social Security card. How can I get 
another?

A: If you know your Social Security number, you may not need to get 
a replacement card to obtain employment. However, if a prospective 
employer requests it, you can get a replacement Social Security card by 
following the steps below. There is no charge for a Social Security card, 
but you are limited to three per calendar year and 10 replacement cards 
during your lifetime.

You will need to:
—Show the required documents. We need to see different documents 

depending on your citizenship and the type of card you are requesting. Go 
to www.socialsecurity.gov/ssnumber to find out what documents you will 
have to show.

—Fill out an Application for a Social Security Card.
—Take or mail your application and original or certified copies of the 

original documents to your local Social Security office.
For more information, read our pamphlet, Your Social Security Number 

and Card at www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs.

So we have several books about 
birds and field guides at Casa 
Rozelle. I must admit that while 
I have no objection to birds my 
interest in them isn’t anywhere near 
Jim’s or Karen’s. 

I enjoy counting hawks with 
Karen when we’re driving during 
those handsome raptors’ travel-
ing seasons, but I wouldn’t be 
interested in doing a “big year,” the 
apparent zenith of diehard birding 
where you spend a full year finding 
and identifying as many varieties of 
birds as you can in as many places 
as you can get to. My big year 
would have to be confined to our 
patio, I’m afraid.

But in honor of Jim Renfro’s 
birthday I’ll recommend a book that 
Karen likes about one person’s 
big year. It’s “Extreme Birder: One 

Woman’s Big Year,” by Lynn E. 
Barber (Texas A&M University 
Press, 2011). While I’m at it, I’ll also 
recommend a good movie called 
“The Big Year,” with Jack Black, 
Steve Martin and Owen Wilson, who 
play globetrotters in pursuit of the 
highest number of sightings.

By the way, I looked up the origin 
of the phrase “strictly for the birds”. 
The most commonly given definition 
is that it was originally used to iden-
tify something that was as meaning-
less as horse manure, since birds 
were the most frequent partakers of 
that particular substance.

But the title of today’s entry 
– which might in fact be for the birds 
– is in no way indicative of birding, 
an admirable pursuit, or of birders, 
observant souls who see beauty 
and poetry where many folks only 
see birds.

Happy birthday, Jim. May your 
skies be full of birds.

Ron Rozelle’s colmns can be 
accessed at ronrozellewordsmith
.wordpress.com. He is the author 
of “Writer’s Digest’s Write Great 
Fiction: Description & Setting,” 
and nine other books of fiction and 
nonfiction.

Interested in birding? Here’s some recommendations
(Continued form Page 1)

You need a binocular to see 
the birds. You will soon discover 
an ironic fact. 

The best birders have the best 
binoculars -- even though they 
can identify a bird 100 yards 
away by its silhouette. Newcom-
ers with a cheap binocular see a 
fuzzy ball of feathers and don’t 
have a clue which bird it is. 

There is an unbelievable dif-
ference between a $59 binocular 
and a $1,500 binocular. For help 
in selecting the right binocular, at 
the right price, see the Bin-
oculars & Scopes section of 
WildBirds.com.  

Birders use binoculars with 
a magnification of 8 or 10. So 
look for a binocular that says it is 
8x42 or 10x42, for example.

Binoculars make 
for easier birding
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By Barbara Quinn
The Monterey County Herald (TNS)

How many experts does it take to 
produce a quality cherry? About as 
many as it takes to keep us healthy. 
That was one eye-opening fact 
I learned at a recent symposium 
sponsored by the Montana Depart-
ment of Agriculture and attended 
by cherry growers from Montana, 
Washington, Idaho and Canada.

Cherries and other dark-colored 

fruits and berries pack a host 
of health-promoting antioxidant 
substances that some say qualify 
them for super food status. One cup 
of sweet cherries also provides 90 
calories, 3 grams of dietary fiber and 
a variety of vitamins and miner-
als. Incidentally, for people on low 
potassium diets for medical reasons, 
cherries are considered a low potas-
sium fruit. And they taste good!

As I listened to these orchardists 
(a new term for me), plant special-

ists and researchers discuss the 
goals and challenges of producing 
a perfect cherry, I was struck by 
the similarities between plant and 
human nutrition.

Understand differences. Silly 
me. I thought a cherry was a cherry 
— some sweet and some tart. But 
I learned that at least six varieties, 
including Lambert, Rainier, Sweet-
heart and Lapin, thrive around the 
Flathead Lake area of northwest 
Montana.

Deliver nutrition a little at a time. 
High-quality cherries need nutrients 
supplied at regular intervals, these 
plant experts stressed. Meals and 
snacks spaced throughout the day 
also help maintain high-quality 
humans.

Stay balanced. We all need bal-
anced nutrition, including fruit trees, 
noted Canadian cherry grower Greg 
Norton. But there’s often a miscon-
ception that more is better.

“Get an analysis of your tree sap 
to find out where you’re at nutrition-
ally,” he urged growers. (Blood tests 

work better than tree sap to identify 
nutritional needs in humans.) “Bal-
ance, balance, balance — that’s 
what nutrition is all about. Don’t 
overdo anything.”

Know what you need. “Nutrition 
affects the size and firmness of 
the fruit,” explained Oregon cherry 
orchardist Mike Omeg. “And differ-
ent types of cherries have different 
nutrient targets.” That’s one reason 
why human nutrition is individual-
ized these days.

Stay hydrated. “Fruit trees that 
don’t have enough water don’t do 
well,” explained plant physiologist 
Peter Toivonen. To become firm and 
sweet, cherry trees need adequate 
amounts of water. We know, right?

Prune appropriately. Extra growth 
on a tree sucks away energy 
and makes it more susceptible to 
disease, says Toivonen. True also 

for our species if we pack too much 
growth around our trunks.

Be militant against weeds and 
pests. “They rob fruit trees of 
moisture and nutrients,” said Omeg. 
Plant pathologist and insect diag-
nostician (really) Laurie Kerzicnik 
from Montana State University 
explained various sustainable tech-
niques to keep invaders away from 
food crops. And she emphasized 
that healthy crops are better able 
to resist pesky predators. Humans, 

too, fare better against health-rob-
bing invaders when we are well 
nourished.

Fresh cherries are best found 
at their peak during the summer 
months. Until that time rolls around 
again, we can find dried cherries, 
cherry juice, cherry jam … even 
cherry molasses and vinegars. 
And by the way, B. Beradini Winery 
makes their cherry wine exclusively 
from locally grown Montana cher-
ries. Yum.

Fresh cherries, dark-colored fruits contain antioxidants, but need nurturing, just like humans

Quinn on Nutrition
A cherry is the fruit of many plants of the genus Prunus, and is a fleshy 

drupe. The cherry fruits of commerce usually are obtained from a limited 
number of species, such as cultivars of the sweet cherry, Prunus avium.

Cherries are a rich food source of the hormone melatonin, which 
promotes healthy circadian rhythm and sleep patterns. Essential Vitamins: 
One cup of cherries provides 10.8mg of Vitamin C alongside beta caro-
tene, vitamin A, vitamin B6 and vitamin K. No need for vitamin pills.

Did you know about cherries?
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Did you know?

Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

With God’s help, you can overcome 
emotional damage from parents’ divorce

My Answer by Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Look for us on 
Facebook

BC massage therapy 
interns to offer 

special for services
Brazosport College’s Department 

of Community Education massage 
therapy program began accepting 
appointments on Oct. 3 for full-body 
massages provided by interns.

The one-hour massages, which 
will be given in Room B.112 on the 
Brazosport College Main Campus, 
will be available to the public for 
only $35 beginning Oct. 17.

 Massages can be scheduled 
through December or until all avail-
able slots are full.

The interns providing the mas-
sages have completed a full year of 
courses and are in the final steps 
toward completing the massage 
therapy program.

To sign up, call (979) 230-3503 
and leave a message. Your call will 
be returned to schedule an appoint-
ment.

 Cash, credit cards and checks 
are accepted with a valid driver’s 
license and gift certificates are 
available.

For those interested in joining 
the massage therapy program at 
Brazosport College, classes begin 
in January 2017, and will conclude 
with internships in late 2017.

 For more information about join-
ing the massage therapy program, 
visit www.brazosport.edu/ce or call 
(979) 230-3600.

Magazines and books have the 
luxury of going more in-depth. But a 
newspaper is unmatched for meld-
ing the virtues of timeliness and 
fact-checking. Paul Revere’s shouts 

of “The British are coming!” served 
their purpose, but declarations such 
as “The British are Brexiting” require 
more background, context and 
nuance.

Different newspapers have differ-

ent resources, styles and political 
leanings; but that merely means 
you must find the one that works for 
you. Drifting through life and trying 
to absorb vital information through 
osmosis is not a plan.

Newspapers have a reputa-
tion to uphold (perhaps a founder 
who fought to end child labor) and 
more “skin in the game” than most 
sources.They can’t be as cavalier 
with the facts as Facebook meme-
dispensers or anonymous loudmouth 
callers to sports radio shows.

Keeping abreast of the news can 
save you from awkward situations 
(“Sorry, I wouldn’t have asked about 
your lead-footed nephew if I had 
known he died in a car wreck three 
months ago”), surprise confronta-
tions (“When did they pass a $500 
fine for junk cars in the yard?”) and 
rude awakenings (“Nobody told ME 

there was a new telephone scam.”)
Your local newspaper can help you 

know BEFORE IT’S TOO LATE that 
a new factory is taking applications 
(maybe your son can finally move out 
of your basement!), that your all-time 
favorite bluegrass artist is making 
a farewell appearance at the Elks 

Lodge, that a neighbor is offering a 
rare collectible only in the classifieds 
and not via Craigslist or that the elec-
tion commission is holding a public 
meeting on major changes.

*Gulp* I am still writing for the 
paper, aren’t I?

© 2016 Danny Tyree.

As long as there are trees, there will be newspapers - bringing you valuable, important information
(Continued from Page 1)

Q: All my life I’ve known my parents got divorced because of me. 
They were always arguing because I was a burden to them, and they 
wouldn’t have gotten divorced if I hadn’t been born. Why did God let 
this happen to me? - W.B.

A: Divorce is never easy on children, and sometimes the burden they 
carry is almost overwhelming. This is one reason why God said divorce 
wasn’t part of His original plan for marriage. I often think of Jesus’ words 
concerning marriage: “Therefore what God has joined together, let no one 
separate” (Mark 10:9).

But in your case you’ve carried an even greater emotional burden - and 
one you didn’t need to carry because it wasn’t based on the truth. Your 
parents alone were responsible for the problems in their marriage, and 
they alone - not you - were responsible for their divorce. Any arguments 
about you were only a sign of far deeper troubles that had nothing to do 
with you. Frankly, they probably would have divorced sooner if you hadn’t 
become part of their lives.

The emotional scars you bear may not be erased easily, but I pray they 
will eventually, and they can, with God’s help. The key is to begin to see 
yourself as God sees you. God made you, and He loves you; He loves 
you so much that His Son was willing to give His life so you could be with 
Him in Heaven forever. Your life will never be the same once you under-
stand this. 

Begin your healing today by asking Jesus Christ to come into your life. 
Then let His love saturate your soul every day, as you read the Bible, 
pray, and become part of a church where Christ is central. The Bible says, 
“Perfect love drives out fear” (1 John 4:18). 
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Port garners financial reporting ‘Achievement of Excellence’
Port Freeport has been awarded 

Certificate of Achievement for 
Excellence in Financial Reporting 
by Government Finance Officers 
Association of the United States 
and Canada, (GFOA), for its 2015 
Comprehensive Annual Financial 
Report (CAFR) for the 27th year in 
a row. 

This Certificate of Achievement 
is the highest form of recognition in 
the area of governmental account-
ing and financial reporting and its 
attainment represents a significant 
accomplishment by a government 

and its management.  
In his presentation Port Chair-

man Ravi Singhania stated “this 
award is a reflection of the work 
they do consistently throughout the 
year”.

“We are proud of the excellent 
work that our staff in the Account-
ing and Finance Department pro-
duces under the guidance of Jeff 
Strader, CFO, and Mary Campus, 
Controller,” said Phyllis Saathoff, 
Executive Director/CEO.  “Their 
dedication is impeccable which 
contributes to the practice of keep-

ing our accounting and financial 
reporting system at the highest 
national standard possible.”

The CAFR has been judged by 
an impartial panel to meet the high 
standards of the program includ-
ing demonstrating a constructive 
“spirit of full disclosure” to clearly 
communicate its financial story and 
motivate potential users and user 
groups to read the CAFR.  

The GFOA is a non-profit, 
professional association serving 
about 17,500 government finance 
professionals.
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ACC Diagnostic Cardiovascular instructors and students stand with the 
Father of Echocardiography, Dr. Harvey Feigenbaum, center, during the 
Greater Houston Society of Echocardiography meeting on Sept. 22.

Father of Echocardiography visits ACC

Alvin Community College Diag-
nostic Cardiovascular Sonography 
instructors and students had a 
chance to hear Dr. Harvey Feigen-
baum, who helped establish the 
field of echocardiography, during 
the Greater Houston Society of 
Echocardiography (GHSE) meeting 
on Sept. 22.

Known as the Father of Echocar-
diography, Feigenbaum pioneered 
much of the technology used for 
cardiac imaging. He was a recipi-

ent of the Pioneer Award from the 
Mayo Clinic for his contributions to 
echocardiography and has been 
named a distinguished scientist by 
the American Heart Association.

Feigenbaum was the guest 
speaker for the GHSE meeting.

Much of the technology that 
Feigenbaum created is taught to 
students today, Murphy said.

For more information, 
call (281) 756-5650 or visit 
www.alvincollege.edu/DCVS.



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   October 11, 2016  THE BULLETIN  Page 9

employees jobless.
They call the move a “business decision.”
Nothing personal, mind you. It’s just business. It’s the most efficient way to 

function, the lowest- cost way of shutting a place down. 
But what about all the people who work there - the general manager who 

was recently transferred there, another manager he recently hired? They 
didn’t mean anything? They worked long hours to make the business profit-
able, and did not cause the corporation’s Chapter 11 woes.

Good corporations can emerge from Chapter 11 stronger and better. The 
rest do what Ryan’s did -- cut their cost on the backs of the people who have 
worked for them, some for more than two decades.

I know that the food service industry is tough. I know several people who 
own restaurants or work in them. There are easier ways to make money, 
but they do it for whatever reason -- they love the work, social contacts, 
atmosphere. They choose to be there daily and give it their best, dealing with 
sometimes irritated customers.

Retail is hard. Food retail is harder. Those who do it for a long time have 
valuable skills, and good, reliable employees in this field are hard to find. 
So why is the company throwing away from one day to the next the same 
people who have helped the Lake Jackson location function for several 
decades?

Because they can. Because it appears that employees to these type of 
companies mean nothing. The fact that these employees may not be able 
to pay their bills without those paychecks is insignificant. The fact that they 
were blindsided from one day to the next seems insignificant.  Closing a 
location any other way would not make business sense, right?

But it makes human sense. 
The chain has done this before at several locations, as it has tried to find 

ways to get back to profitability. Searching for examples on the Internet didn’t 
take all that long. Employees showed up for work in each instance and found 
the front door locked and a note informing “Team Members” that they are no 
longer team members. Perhaps this attitude has something to do with the 
company’s problems. 

Businesses come and go, and sometimes even established companies 
have to cut to make ends meet. That’s just the way it happens in an open-
market system.

But there are ways to do that. The way Ryan’s closed was just plain heart-
less to the people who worked there.

We wish the best to all the employees - the manager, serving staff and 
cooks who put out a good buffet daily until they were met at the locked front 
door by that simple little note. 

We hope that those of you displaced find other jobs quickly and continue 
to practice your trade and what you love to do. After eating there weekly for 
the last few months, that became obvious.

(Continued from Page 1)

Ryan’s closing blindsides employees

Zombies to run for fun in Pearland
The City of Pearland Zombie Fun Run scheduled for Saturday, Oct. 29, 

from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Veterans Sports Complex located at 3901 
Veteran Drive.

The Zombie Run themed race is not your typical hometown run, unless 
of course, your hometown is swarmed with an army of marauding Zombies. 
By using the popular Zombie theme, The Zombie Run creates a running 
narrative on a racecourse, where participants either run through the course 
track as Zombies, or living Zombie prey. Participants must run to safety while 
dodging an imaginatively harrowing barrage of apocalyptic carnage.

“We have expanded our programming this year to offer a delightfully 
spooky event for our residents,” said Christopher Orlea, Director of Parks 
and Recreation.

Make it to the finish line without being infected, all while dressed in your 
favorite ghoulish attire. The first 100 runners to register will receive a free 
T-shirt. For more information, visit pearlandtx.gov/zombierun.
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If you don’t think your business can afford advertising, let us change 
your  mind. Call (979) 849-5407 for the best price in the area.

By Rick Steves
Tribune Content Agency

  Located in the hills of central 
Italy, Assisi is the hometown of St. 
Francis. It’s where he was born, 
lived and worked - and where he 
died. Today tourists flock to this 
town, which sits atop a hill just 
outside of Tuscany in neighboring 
Umbria, to visit the basilica that’s 
dedicated to him and to celebrate 
his teachings: chastity, obedience, 
harmony and a beautiful promise of 
your reward in heaven.

  Francis taught by example, living 
without worldly goods and aiming 
to love all creation. He and his 

“brothers” (“fratelli,” or friars) slept in 
fields, begged for food and exuded 
the joy of nonmaterialism. Known as 
the “Jugglers of God,” Franciscan 
friars modeled themselves after 
French troubadours (“jongleurs,” or 
jugglers) who roved the countryside 
singing and telling stories. 

  Perched on a ridge at the bottom 
of the old town, the grand Basilica 
of St. Francis is one of the spiritual 
and artistic highlights of Western 
Civilization. Built between 1228 and 
1253, the church has three parts: 
the upper basilica, the lower basilica 
and the saint’s tomb. In the lower 
basilica, a fresco of the Crucifixion 
by Giotto, a follower of St. Francis 
himself, was considered radical at 
the time for its unprecedented real-
ism and its depiction of holy people 
expressing emotion (such as Mary 
fainting in despair). Below the lower 
basilica is the tomb, with a humble 
elegance and beauty befitting the 
saint’s message. 

  The upper basilica - the first 
Gothic church in Italy - is slathered 
with frescoes by Giotto and his 
followers, showing 28 scenes from 
Francis’ life. One scene depicts 
a nearly naked Francis - the rich 
kid tossing his fancy clothes to his 
father - befuddling high society by 
trading a life of power and luxury 
for one of simplicity and poverty. 
Perhaps the most endearing scene 
shows Francis preaching to the 
birds, who represent the diverse 
flock of humanity and nature, all cre-
ated by God and worthy of love. 

  Every time I’m here, I learn 

something. On my last visit, a friar 
named Daniel helped me clarify 
some points: To call St. Francis a 
monk is technically wrong. Monks 
live in solitude in a monastery - it’s 
just them and God. Franciscans 
are friars (from the Latin word for 
“brother”) - their calling is to be with 
people as brothers. And they stay 
in convents, which are not just for 
women (and monasteries are not 
just for men). It’s all about whether 
you’re social or solitary - like the 
words “convene” and “monologue,” 
whose roots they share. As always, I 
left inspired by the friars’ gentle and 
loving approach to life. In a hyphen-
ated word, they are Christ-like.

  The story of St. Francis starts 
in the Basilica of St. Mary of the 
Angels, located in the modern 
town in the valley below Assisi. 
This marks the spot where Francis 
lived, worked, and died. It’s here 
that Francis restored a small chapel 
and established the Franciscan 
order. Centuries later, to accom-
modate the many pilgrims wanting 
to pay homage to St. Francis, a 
grand church was built surrounding 
the chapel, which now sits directly 
under the dome. (I wonder what 
humble Francis would think of the 
huge church built over his tiny 
chapel?) Nearby is the small cell 
where Francis died.

  Especially in a stony and historic 
town like Assisi, I enjoy spending 
the night so I can take in the ambi-

ence after the day-trippers disperse. 
There’s history everywhere, such as 
the Temple of Minerva - the center-
piece of Roman Assisi 2,000 years 
ago. I love hanging out in what was 
the Roman forum (today’s main 
square), marveling at the beautiful 
fluting on the temple’s Corinthian 
columns. 

  Walking through town, you may 
also see some creches, which are 
extremely popular here. It’s said that 
St. Francis, a master at teaching 

Bible lessons with clever props, cre-
ated the first Nativity scene to help 
people relate to the Christmas mes-
sage more vividly. Ever since then, 
the Baby Jesus has been shown on 
his day of birth in a humble setting, 
in local scenes that have not a hint 
of Bethlehem - an Italian setting for 
Italian viewers (or an Arctic scene 
for Eskimos) - to connect more inti-
mately with the story of the Nativity. 

  In Assisi, my favorite ritual 
is to sit quietly on the rampart of 

the medieval fortress high above 
town. I look down at the basilica 
dedicated to the saint, then into the 
valley at the church where Francis 
and his “Jugglers of God” started 
the Franciscan order. Hearing the 
same birdsong that inspired Francis, 
and tasting the same simple bread, 
cheese, and wine of Umbria that 
sustained him, I calm my 21st-cen-
tury soul and ponder the message 
of a saint who made the teaching of 
Jesus so accessible.

The Basilica of St. Francis rises from a ridge at the lower end of Assisi’s old town. (Dominic Arizona Bonuccelli, 
Rick Steves’ Europe)

Rick Steve’s Europe

Peace and faith in Assisi

IF YOU VISIT...
  SLEEPING: On a ridge overlooking the valley, Hotel Ideale offers 

bright and airy rooms with views and a tranquil garden setting (moder-
ate, www.hotelideale.it). Hotel La Rocca, sitting peacefully at the top end 
of town, has modern rooms inside a medieval shell along with a rooftop 
terrace (budget, www.hotelarocca.it).

  EATING: Ristorante Medioevo is an elegant, accessible playground 
of gastronomy. Enjoy traditional cuisine with a modern twist while you 
listen to mellow jazz and bossa nova (splurge, Via Arco dei Priori 4, tel. 
075-813-068). Near the Temple of Minerva, La Bottega dei Sapori is 
handy for assembling a picnic of Umbrian treats, including good roasted 
pork sandwiches (budget, Piazza Del Comune 34, tel. 075-812-294).

  GETTING AROUND: The old town is walkable, although minibuses 
can save the uphill climb from the Basilica of St. Francis at the low end of 
town to Piazza Matteotti at the top.

  TOURIST INFORMATION: www.visit-assisi.it.
  (Rick Steves (www.ricksteves.com) writes European travel guide-

books and hosts travel shows on public television and public radio. Email 
him at rick@ricksteves.com and follow his blog on Facebook.)
  (c)2016 RICK STEVES
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By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER

Better mind your table 
manners, young lady

Pass the dagger — er, turkey.
Steve Young, in his new book 

“QB: My Life Behind the Spiral,” 
reveals the time he spent Thanks-
giving at the home of fellow 49ers 
QB and job rival Joe Montana.

“While we were at the dinner 
table, Joe and I were talking when 
Joe’s daughter, who was probably 
around 3 years old, raised her 
hand.

“ ‘Dad,’ she said. ‘Dad.’ Joe 
kept talking to me. ‘Dad,’ she 
repeated. ‘Dad.’

“ ‘What?’ Joe said sweetly.
“ ‘Is this the guy we hate?’ she 

said innocently. It was all I could 
do to not burst out laughing.

“ ‘No,’ Joe told her. ‘That was 
someone else.’ ”

Distant replay
Singer Ciara says she’s “still 

floating” thinking back to the 
day three months ago that she 
married Seahawks QB Russell 
Wilson, saying, “I really felt like I 
was in a fairy tale.”

Just one question: Did Wilson 
stay in character and say, “I do … 
Go, Hawks!”?

Stat of the Week
From Mike Bianchi of the 

Orlando (Fla.) Sentinel: Rory 
McIlroy pocketed $10 million for 
winning the FedEx Cup Playoff 
grand prize.

By comparison, Arnold Palmer 
earned $1.86 million on the PGA 
Tour — for his entire career.

Talking the talk
—Eric Kolenich of the Rich-

mond (Va.) Times-Dispatch, 
after LSU fired football coach 
Les Miles: “All he did was win a 
national championship, two SEC 
titles and 10 games in a season 
seven times. At Virginia, fans are 
just happy to win a road game.”

—Rams coach Jeff Fisher, 
to NFL.com, after shocking the 
Cardinals in Arizona: “I told them, 
‘This was their Christmas present. 
We see them after Christmas 
(Jan. 1 in L.A.). … We just gave it 
to them early, OK?’ ”

Try us, you’ll like us
Advertising does not have to cost an arm and a leg. Call (979) 949-5407, 
and let us make you an offer that’s hard to refuse. We’ll put a package 
together that will fit your budet and maximize visibility.
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By Ellen Creager
Detroit Free Press (TNS)

Frankly, I was worried about 
seeing the new movie “Sully” about 
the jumbo jet that landed in Hudson 
River.

I was worried, because two days 
later I had to go to the airport, get 
on a plane and fly.

Scenes of screaming passengers 
bracing for impact was not exactly 
my idea of enjoyable Saturday 
night entertainment. Plus, the story 
promised to cut into my policy of 
complete denial when I fly. (My blind 
faith operating premise about air-
planes is that since nothing bad has 
ever happened to me while flying, 
therefore nothing will.)

Still, I went to see the move.
And a funny thing happened.
Instead of it being a downer and 

a reason to avoid flying, it made 
me realize how skilled airline pilots 
are and how closely monitored the 
safety of U.S. aircraft is.

Birds? Nobody can prevent birds 
from flying into the engines, which is 
what happened to US Airways flight 
1549 as it took off that January day 

from New York LaGuardia Airport. 
Birds flew into both engines. Both 
engines quit. At that point, incredible 
human skill took over.

Travel expert George Hobica, 
founder of Airfare Watchdog.com, 
points out that “Miracle on the 
Hudson” airline Capt. Chesley 
(Sully) Sullenberger is not the first 
pilot to safely land a passenger jet 
in the water.

In 1955, he reports, a Boeing 377 
Stratocruiser with 18 passengers 
and five crew members flying from 
Oregon to Honolulu had to ditch in 
the Pacific. The Navy rescued all 
but four people. In 1956, another 
plane had nearly the same thing 
happen, and this time the Coast 
Guard saved 31 passengers and 
crew members.

In 1962, a plane in Alaska landed 

in the water off Sitka; 101 pas-
sengers and crew members safely 
made it to life rafts, where they were 
rescued.

His point? When you hear that 
spiel about “in the event of a water 
landing” by flight attendants, pay 
attention. It’s not just talk.

One thing that the new “Sully” 
movie shows is that most passen-
gers did not don life jackets before 
they fled the flooding plane. Appar-
ently only 33 of the 150 passengers 
took time to grab a life jacket, and 
most of them never properly fas-
tened them.

I have never looked under my 
seat to glimpse the life jacket, but 
now I am curious.

Not that anything bad will happen. 
But in a nod to Sully, a little prepara-
tion can’t hurt.

‘Sully’ reminds everyone that flying skill is a daily wonder
By George Hobica
Airfarewatchdog.com (TNS)

The recent release of Warner 
Bros.’ “Sully,” recounts Capt. 
Chesley “Sully” Sullenberger’s 
heroic water landing of US Air-
ways Flight 1549 on the Hudson 
River, in which everyone did 
indeed survive.

But Flight 1549 isn’t the only 
water landing where everyone (or 
most people) survived unharmed.

Pan Am Flight 845/26
On March 26, 1955, a Boeing 

377 Stratocruiser with 18 pas-
sengers and five crew, en route 
from Portland, Ore., to Honolulu, 
was about 35 miles off the Oregon 
coast when an engine tore loose 
from the wing, causing loss of 
control and resulting in the pilot 
ditching the plane in the Pacific. 
The plane floated for enough time 
for a Navy vessel to reach and 
rescue all but four of the souls on 
board.

Pan Am Flight 6
After two of its four engines 

failed over the Pacific Ocean on 
Oct. 16, 1956, this Boeing 377 
Stratocruiser also ditched. All 
24 passengers and seven crew 
survived after boarding three life 
rafts and were quickly rescued 
by a U.S. Coast Guard ship. 
(Forty-four cases of live canaries 
in the cargo hold were lost at sea, 
however.) The incident became 
the subject of the movie “Crash 
Landing” (1958), which starred 
Nancy Reagan, who played the 
pilot’s wife. Speaking of movies, 
you can even watch Flight 6 land-
ing, thanks to a U.S. Coast Guard 
film available on You Tube.

Northwest Flight 293
In October 1962, off of Sitka, 

Alaska, all 95 passengers and 
seven crew survived without major 
injuries when a DC-7 propeller 
plane, on a charter flight carry-
ing members of the military and 
their dependents, was forced to 
water-land as a result of engine 
failure. The aircraft stayed afloat 
for 25 minutes, long enough for 
passengers to scramble onto life 
rafts and await rescue.

Then there are the “landings” 
that ended up in the water at the 
end of runways because of pilot 
error or other malfunctions. These 

aren’t exactly ditchings, but show 
why airplanes carry life jackets, 
inflatable rafts and other “flotation 
devices.”

Japan Air Lines Flight 2
Pilot error caused this Douglas 

DC-8 jet to land 2.5 miles short of 
the runway on a flight from Tokyo 
to San Francisco on Nov. 22, 
1968, with the plane ending up in 
the San Francisco Bay. Amazingly, 
the plane was not severely dam-
aged, and even more bizarrely, 
was refurbished by United Airlines 
and returned to service on JAL a 
year later. None of the 96 passen-
gers and 11 crew was injured.

US Airways Flight 5050
Capt. Sully’s flight wasn’t the 

first time a US Air plane ended 
in the drink upon departure from 
Laguardia Airport. On Sept. 20, 
1989, a US Air 737-400 carry-
ing 57 passengers and six crew 
ended up in the East River soon 
after takeoff. Two people died, 
of asphyxia, oddly, rather than 
drowning, and two were criti-
cally injured; the aircraft was not 
equipped for extended over-water 
operation, and only seat cushions 
were provided for flotation, which 
the government accident report 
noted are “inadequate substitutes 
for life preservers, especially for 
infants, handicapped persons, 
and other injured persons.” (Even 
today, some planes, such as an 
American Airlines Embraer I flew 
on recently from San Jose to Los 
Angeles, only have seat cushions 
rather than life vests.) By the 
way, these pilots were no “Sully” 
Sullenbergers: Both were stripped 
of their flying licenses for going 
AWOL for over 36 hours after the 
accident, negating the opportunity 
for timely drug and alcohol testing.

China Airlines Flight 605
This November 1993 incident 

was also a runway overshoot that 
landed in the water. Even so, there 
was time for cabin crew to make 
sure passengers put on their life 
jackets, and, although the Boeing 
747-400 eventually sank, the 
passenger cabin remained above 
water long enough for the 374 
passengers to escape unharmed 
using those inflatable slide rafts 
that I have so often wondered 
about.

Water landings before ‘Sully’
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Did you know?
• Research has found a correlation between the amount of eye-rolls 

people give their partners and risk of divorce.
• Facebook data found that 24.7 percent of same-gender twins enter 

similar professions.
• Being loved, loving someone and showing physical affection can help 

your wounds heal faster.

Jumble Answers
Jumbles: POUCH  CASTE  GUITAR  FURROW
Answer: Too much wine can result in the -- WRATH OF GRAPES

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Curb your enthusi-
asm. You think on your feet, but could be swept away 
by someone else’s love of adventure. Partners or 
companions may be prone to taking risks or overdoing 
something in the week to come.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Seek those who are 
cheerful and charming. Social activities and finding 
fun things to share with a congenial companion might 
become a major focus. You may grow closer to the 
ones you love as the week unfolds.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Listen and learn. You 
are in the process of developing better ways to receive 
useful feedback. The method by which you form opin-
ions may shift in the week ahead as you become more 
aware of more enriching ideas.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Your friends may start 
the trends. In order to keep up with your social circle, 
you might gravitate toward the latest fashions or the 
most popular music. In the week ahead, control your 
finances and avoid temptations.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Wave the shiny objects. 
Distract people from your deficits by showing off your 
assets in the week ahead. If you act quickly, you can 
create lasting improvements in your work environment 
or begin a new set of healthy habits.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): End the urge that 
edges toward extravagance. In the week to come, 
you might be overly enthusiastic about purchases and 
spend more than you should. Tighten up the purse 
strings and steer clear of roulette wheels.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): If you show how bright you 
are, you can light the way for others. You can set a good 
example by adhering to the finest principles. This week 
your good judgment may be brought into play when people 
ask you for advice.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Your forbearance with 
family may be finite. As this week unfolds, there could be 
misunderstandings with a family member because you are 
blind to the logic of someone’s ideas. Hold off on starting 
home improvements.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Your past experi-
ences have equipped you with well-tailored skills that are 
appropriate for building a better future. Dig into your bag of 
tricks in the week ahead to overcome small problems and 
annoyances.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): The more the merrier 
is your motto. In the week to come your desires are fueled 
by an eagerness that almost seems like a renewable 
resource. You are so optimistic that you might ignore a few 
crucial details.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Pursue enrichment 
without extra embellishments. As this week unfolds, you 
may strengthen your financial position with a view towards 
long-term growth. Grow closer to a loved one by discuss-
ing shared philosophies.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): You may milk the cow 
until it is dry. If you do, be sure the optics are good 
because someone may report you for unkindness to 
animals. In the week ahead fight off an urge to overspend 
or to go to extremes of behavior.

Bulletin  Horoscope

History of the World By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Oct. 10: ON THIS DATE in 
1845, the U.S. Naval Academy 
was founded in Annapolis, Md. In 
1973, Vice President Spiro Agnew, 
accused of accepting bribes while 
governor of Maryland, pleaded no 
contest to tax evasion and resigned.

Oct. 11: ON THIS DATE in 
1776, American forces led by Gen. 
Benedict Arnold suffered heavy 
losses in a naval battle on Lake 
Champlain during the U.S. Revolu-
tionary War but managed to stall the 
British. In 1975, NBC’s “Saturday 
Night Live” made its debut.

Oct. 12: ON THIS DATE in 
1492, Christopher Columbus arrived 
with his expedition in the present-
day Bahamas. In 1933, bank robber 

John Dillinger escaped a jail in Ohio 
with the help of his gang, who killed 
the sheriff.

Oct. 13: ON THIS DATE in 
1775, the Continental Congress 
ordered construction of a naval 
fleet. In 1982, the International 
Olympic Committee restored two 
gold medals from the 1912 Games 
that had been stripped from Ameri-
can athlete Jim Thorpe.

Oct. 14: ON THIS DATE in 
1066, William the Conqueror gained 
control over much of England by 
winning the Battle of Hastings. In 
1947, test pilot Chuck Yeager first 
broke the sound barrier in the Bell 
X-1 rocket plane.

Oct. 15: ON THIS DATE in 

1917, Mata Hari, a Dutch dancer 
who had spied for the Germans, 
was executed by a French firing 
squad. In 1949, American Christian 
evangelist Billy Graham began his 
public ministry. 

Oct. 16: ON THIS DATE in 
1859, abolitionist John Brown 
led about 20 men in a raid on the 
federal armory at Harpers Ferry, Va. 
He was arrested and later hanged. 
In 1962, President Kennedy learned 
that U.S. reconnaissance photo-
graphs had revealed the presence 
of Soviet-built nuclear missile-
launching platforms in Cuba. This 
triggered the Cuban Missile Crisis.

Answer to last week’s 
question: This week in 1960, 
Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev 
pounded the lectern with his shoe 
as he spoke angrily at the United 
Nations General Assembly.

This week’s question: In 
1836, who was inaugurated as the 
first president of the Republic of 
Texas?

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Discouraged
10 Father of Reuben, in Genesis
15 Spider producer
16 __ Bowl: Boston College won the 
last one in 2000
17 54-Down cause, in modern 
jargon
18 Samurai without a master
19 Sell the scene
20 __ Air

22 Have more than enough
23 Mtge. application datum
24 Hayek of “Frida”
26 Meld
27 Shafts, so to speak
30 Court pos.
31 Hillshire Brands owner
34 “Bad idea”
35 Skosh
36 High-protein grain
37 Great Plains tribe

39 Sch. whose marching band 
played on Fleetwood Mac’s “Tusk”
40 Spray-making co.
42 Golden Globe nominee for 
“Tommy”
43 Second-most populous Afr. 
country
44 What some authority figures 
wear?
46 God in 56-Across
48 Past
49 K.C. setting
52 Item on a carhop’s tray
53 Fox’s leg?
54 Reno-__ Intl. Airport
56 It concludes with Hector’s funeral
58 Little League game ender, 
perhaps
61 __ mentality
62 Yosemite attraction
63 “Blade Runner” actor Rutger __
64 “Days,” for one

DOWN
1 Gun holders
2 Bucks
3 River in a Burns poem
4 Great quantity
5 City with a Penn State campus
6 Get into
7 Surprise letters
8 Ineffective
9 Court leader
10 Shake up
11 Hard to reach
12 Copper, notably
13 Jack Nicklaus Museum campus
14 Time to celebrate
21 Dream state?
24 Misfit ‘70s sitcom character
25 Power chaser?
27 Bolted
28 Up
29 Old will?
31 Easily appalled
32 Where billabongs flow
33 “The Three Musketeers” antago-
nist
38 Ring concerns: Abbr.
41 Vilifies
42 Indian lentil dish
45 Asian citrus fruit
47 Part of a process
49 Drag racing safety feature
50 __ system
51 “Lovergirl” vocalist __ Marie
54 Paper slip
55 “What __!”: “I’ve been swindled!”
57 Aachen article
59 Onetime Hertz owner
60 Tube top
(c)2016 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
Boggle Answers
ELM  PALM  CALM  BALM  FILM  HELM  REALM  QUALM  PSALM
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Did you know?

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

• A U.S. study of underage drinkers shows Jell-O shot users are more 
likely to get into a physical fight after drinking than non-users.

• MC1R, already known for producing red hair and pale skin, can cause a 
person to look much younger than their age or up to two years older.

• A study found that workers who utilize a separate mouse and keyboard 
are 17% more productive than those who use just a laptop.

• Surveys show 31% of U.S. employees would accept a reduction in paid 
vacation and 25% would accept a reduction in salary to work from home.

• An Israeli brewery has resurrected a 2,000-year-old beer using a type of 
wheat that would have been around when Jesus was growing up.
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November 5, 19
December 3, 17


