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It’s one of my favorite times 
of the year –  when the tem-
peratures are cooler, the nights 
are pleasant, the mosquitoes 
are almost tolerable, and the 
Brazoria County Fair is going 
on.

In honor 
of the youth 
and to help 
you have 
fun at the 
fair, we 
have again 
printed a 
special 
section 

dedicated to the fair. It is 
inserted inside this issue.

Before I proceed, I need to 
thank all the advertisers that 
made the section possible. 
Without advertising, there is no 
section. Without advertising, 
there is no Bulletin.

So, coming from a non-agri-
cultural background, the fair 
section is always a fun chal-
lenge. I have put together many 
of them, even before I started 
editing The Bulletin.

In 1979, I was employed 
at The Bay City Tribune as a 
writer and filled in as editor 
whenever needed.  (That’s right 
off an old resume). That was 
my first journalism job right out 
of college, and it was a blast.

I worked with writers like me, 
and often we had to make it up 
as we went along. At a small 
daily back in those days, the 
writer had a lot of discretion (at 
least at the Tribune). If things 
went wrong, we’d hear about 
it, but when everything was 
smooth, we could do anything 
we wanted.

Well, almost anything. We 

RAMBLINGS

She is a dangerous 
clarinet critic

Cheril Pifer of Rocky Mountain 
City, Colorado, was so offended 
by her 11-year-old neighbor’s 
clarinet playing that she pulled a 
7mm rifle with two rounds in its 
magazine on the boy. Pifer, 60, 
scared several more children in 
the backyard, and they all ran 
back in the house, where their 
grandmother called police. She 
was charged with four counts of 
felony menacing, seven counts 
of reckless child abuse/no injury, 
and one count of prohibited use 
of a weapon, and released on a 
$5,000 bond.

At least wipe it off
Note to cocaine users: Don’t 

pass a police car with cocaine 
all over your face, like Artis Ray 
Gordon, 69, of Baltimore. The 
trooper who pulled him over found 
Gordon’s face and pants covered 
with the “white powdery sub-
stance,” which turned out to be 
cocaine. Gordon was disoriented 
and lost, so the trooper helped 
him find a jail cell.

Crash the patrol car 
into anything but that

Police cars crash like other 
cars, but the last thing a cop 
wants to do is crash into a donut 
shop. Why? Because of the ste-
reotypical notion that cops like to 
spend time on donut shops. But 
recently, a police car in the Win-
slow Township in New Jersey did 
just that - crashed into a Dunkin 
Donuts shop. Went right through 
the side window. You can’t make 
this stuff up.



Page 2  THE BULLETIN    October  7, 2014      (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

ABOUT US

John and Sharon 
Toth, Owners and 

Publishers
Since July 4, 1994

THE BULLETIN is distrib-
uted each Tuesday by J&S 

Communications, Inc.. E-mail 
letters and press releases 

to john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Faxed or mailed 

announcements are no 
longer accepted. For 

advertising information, call 
(979) 849-5407. Advertising 

and news release deadline is 
5 p.m.Tuesday.

Our 21st year of publishing!

WHERE THE HECK DID ALL THESE COPS COME FROM? A man, 
who was pulled over for careless driving in Biloxi, Miss., got out of his car 
and ran because he had a large amount of crack cocaine in his posses-
sion. He fled to a nearby building to hide, where he discovered that it 
was the Law Enforcement Training Academy, and there were a whole 
bunch of police officers inside.

THAT’S WHAT YOU GET FOR BEING A WISE GUY: Police in 
Anne Arundel County, Md., posted fliers on the department’s Facebook 
page listing people with outstanding warrants. One of the wanted men 
responded by logging onto the page and taunting the officers, saying, 
“Y’all will never catch me.” They arrested him the next day.

NICE TRY, PAL: A man, who was pulled over for speeding in West 
Melbourne, Fla., called 911 to report that a man was about to be mur-
dered in the area in hopes that the officer would be sent to respond to 
the false report and not write him a ticket. The officer was about to leave 
when the dispatcher checked the cell phone number, and radioed the 
cop that the guy he stopped was the one who made the call.

BUT IT GAVE THE EVENINGS SUCH EXCITEMENT: A 50-year-old 
woman was arrested for dealing cocaine at a bingo hall in Cork City, 
Ireland. She has also been banned from all future bingo games until the 
case is adjudicated.

THIS IS WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU DON’T THINK THINGS 
THROUGH: A man, who was driving drunk switched seats with his 
female passenger after police pulled him over in Welland, Ontario. The 
thing is, she was drunk, too. And the cops saw them switch. Both of them 
now face charges.

Blue Santa plans  
motorcycle ride 
and bike show
Participants in the Blue Santa ride 

help Alvin police with their holiday 
projects. Cost is $25 per bike, It is 
a police-escorted ride, and there 
will be a free ride pin to the first 300 
registered and a free do-rag to first 
100 registered.

 There’s a bike show trophy for 
Best of Show - Custom and Original, 
trophy for longest-distance rider, 
door prizes, barbecue vendors,  raf-
fles, event merchandise, K-9 dem-
onstrations, DARE cars and police 
cars displayed. There will be free 
face painting for the kids. For more 
information, call (281) 331-2583, or  
see www.alvinbluesanta.org

Wedding planning is hard, but marriage can be harder. Thanks to a 
program sponsored by the Health and Human Services Commission, 
couples approaching marriage can build a solid foundation and save the 
$60 marriage license fee as well.

The Twogether in Texas program offers premarital education to 
engaged couples across the state through a network of providers. 
Couples who go through a class can have their marriage license fee 
reduced by $60 and waive the 72-hour waiting period after they get their 
license.

“The premarital education that couples get in the Twogether in Texas 
program can set a strong foundation for a marriage and give couples 
a better idea of the challenges they will face,” said Gordon Leeks, who 
oversees the program for HHSC.

“The idea behind Twogether in Texas is that couples take an eight- 
hour class, which covers conflict resolution, communication and other 
key aspects of marriage,” Leeks said.  “The goal is to increase the well-
being of all Texas children by providing voluntary marriage and relation-
ship education skills to their parents.”

Couples can find organizations and churches that offer the classes 
by searching online at TwogetherInTexas.com or calling 2-1-1. Contact 
the organization of your choice to check on class times and register to 
attend. Some organizations charge a small fee to cover the costs of the 
classes, and others offer free classes.

Couples who complete a class get a certificate that they can take to 
their county clerk when they apply for their marriage license. The certifi-
cate is good for one year and serves as proof that the couple is eligible 
for the discounted marriage license fee.

Take class, get lower marriage license fee White woman sues, says sperm bank gave vials from black donor
By Meredith Rodriguez
Chicago Tribune (MCT)

CHICAGO — A white Ohio 
woman is suing an Illinois sperm 
bank, alleging that the company 
mistakenly gave her vials from an 
African-American donor, a fact that 
she said has made it difficult for her 
and her same-sex partner to raise 
their now 2-year-old daughter in an 
all-white community.

Jennifer Cramblett of Uniontown, 
Ohio, alleges in the lawsuit filed 
Monday in Cook County Circuit 
Court, that Midwest Sperm Bank, 
based in Downers Grove, sent her 
the vials of an African-American 
donor’s sperm in September 2011 

instead of those of a white donor 
that she and her white partner had 
ordered.

After searching through pages 
of comprehensive histories for their 
top three donors, the lawsuit claims, 
Cramblett and her domestic partner, 
Amanda Zinkon, chose donor No. 
380, who was also white. Their 
doctor in Ohio received vials from 
donor No. 330, who is African-Amer-
ican, the lawsuit said.

Cramblett, 36, learned of the 
mistake in April 2012, when she was 
pregnant and ordering more vials so 
that the couple could have another 

child with sperm from the same 
donor, according to the lawsuit.

Cramblett is suing Midwest 
Sperm Bank for wrongful birth 
and breach of warranty, citing the 
emotional and economic losses she 
has suffered.

“On August 21, 2012, Jennifer 
gave birth to Payton, a beautiful, 
obviously mixed-race baby girl,” the 
lawsuit states. “Jennifer bonded with 
Payton easily, and she and Amanda 
love her very much. Even so, 
Jennifer lives each day with fears, 
anxieties and uncertainty about her 
future and Payton’s future.”
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Your complex brain
Q.  Is it true that we humans 

use only 10% of our brain?
A.  Not at all. “Time for some criti-

cal thinking. The odds are not 90% 
that a bullet to your brain would 
land in an area you don’t use,” 
says David G. Myers in “Psychol-
ogy in Everyday Life.”  Surgically 
lesioned animals and brain-dam-
aged humans show that association 
areas “interpret, integrate, and act 
on sensory information and link 
it with stored memories -- a very 
important part of thinking.”

The fact is, many of our complex 
abilities are spread across many 
parts of the brain.  Consider this 
curiosity about language process-
ing:  Reading a word, your brain 
uses different neural networks to 
compute the word’s form, sound 
and meaning.  Thus “jokes playing 
on meaning (‘Why don’t sharks bite 
lawyers?... Professional courtesy’) 
are processed in a different brain 
area than jokes playing on words 
(‘What kind of lights did Noah use 
on the ark?... Flood lights’).”  With 
this two-track mind, “what you expe-
rience as one continuous stream of 
perception is actually only the visible 
tip of a much larger iceberg.  Most 
information processing takes place 
beneath the surface of conscious 

awareness.”
To sum up, Myers says, the brain 

operates by dividing its mental 
functions--speaking, percep-
tion, thinking, remembering--into 
subfunctions, which are localized 
in particular brain regions.  Yet the 
brain acts as a unified whole, with 
specialization and integration as its 
hallmarks.

History of pants
Q.  In long-ago days, who wore 

the pants in the group, putting 
them on one leg at a time just as 
we do today?

A.  Early Asians and Europeans 
wore gowns, robes, tunics, togas, 
loincloths and individual leggings, 
but an excavated tomb in China 
showed the oldest known trousers 
originated 3,000 years ago and 
were probably worn by horse riders, 
says Bruce Bower in “Science 
News” magazine.  As reported by a 
team led by Ulrike Beck and Mayke 
Wagner of the German Archaeo-
logical Institute, “With straight-fitting 
legs and a wide crotch, the wool 
trousers resembled modern riding 
pants.”  Evidence suggests that 
nomadic herders invented pants for 
bodily protection and freedom of 
movement for horseback journeys, 
as well as for mounted warfare.  

“The two pants-wearing men 

entombed at Yanghai were roughly 
40 years old and were probably 
warriors as well as herders,” the 
investigators said.  One was buried 
with a decorated leather bridle, a 
wooden horse bit and a battle ax; 
the other had a whip, a decorated 
horse tail and a bow.

Where do stop signs 
come from?

Q.  Do you have “street smarts” 
enough to say why stop signs 
have eight sides?  Where are the 
nine-siders?  Are there signs with 
an infinite number of sides?

A.  You have to think back to 
American roads in the early 20th 
century when there were no lane 
lines or stop signs.  Drivers didn’t 
even need a license, according to 
“Mental Floss” magazine.  Then in 
1915 in Detroit, the first stop signs 
were introduced, white and small 
and square, nothing like today’s red 
octagons.

Then in 1923, Mississippi’s 
highway department suggested 
having sign shapes denote the kind 
of hazard ahead, the simple logic 
being the more sides, the greater 
the danger.  For you math whizzes, 
oddly enough circular signs can 
be regarded as having an infinite 
number of sides.  “Thus these 
designated the riskiest hazards, like 
railroad crossings.”

Octagons indicated the second 
most perilous situations, like 
intersections.  Diamonds signaled 
less-risky stretches (caution!) and 
rectangles were “strictly informa-
tional” (bicycle crossing ahead).

“We still use these parameters 
today, though no one knows why the 
nonagon drew the short stick.”

(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)
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had to write the news and cover 
meetings.

And, once a year, we had to put 
together the fair section.

I found out quickly that the 
newest kid on the block got the task 
of pulling it all together. Once the 
advertising was sold, I held in one 
hand a bunch of lay-out sheet dum-
mies, and, in the other, a folder that 
contained all the information that 
needed to be in the section.

We don’t have lay-out dummy 
sheets anymore. Those were the 
sheets that mapped out where 
the ads would be. The rest of the 
space could be used for writing and 
photos.

Now, everything is done on com-
puter, and it’s a lot easier. Manual 
layout was for the birds. We just 
didn’t know it because pagination 
had not yet been invented.

The city editor / managing editor 
didn’t want to mess with it. The 
autonomy he gave us was great 
most of the time, but not so great 

now that I had to figure out what to 
do.

I had lay-out experience in col-
lege, so I didn’t start from scratch, 
but the entire section, which adver-
tising sold the heck out of, had to be 
started from scratch. That’s why my 
editor didn’t want to handle it.

I spent many unpaid nights doing 
that section, and at the end, it didn’t 
even look that bad. I did notice a 
few spelling mistakes, but didn’t tell 
anyone about it in the newsroom. 
Apparently, nobody else noticed.

I was really proud of that section. 
It has long been lost, like much of 
my other early work. But, it turned 
out to be a rewarding project.

The people I worked with were 
great. I got more help than needed, 
and made a bunch of good friends. 
Then I went to the fair free of 
charge.

Going to the fair alone is not that 
much fun, though. It is a lot better 
to take someone with you who can 
drive home.

So, tackling the fair issue each 
year means a little more to me than 
putting information on the page. It 
takes me back to the days when, at 
the age of 23, I made the change 
from the big city to the small town, 
country lifestyle.

When I found out about a reporter 
position opening at the Tribune in 

the summer of 1979, I drove there 
from Houston on a Saturday. I inter-
viewed for the job in the city editor’s 
car, as he drove to take a photo of 
a horse.

I don’t know what type of horse 
it was, or why he even had to take 
the photo. But he decided to have a 
little fun at my expense.

“If you can ride that horse around 
in a circle, I’ll hire you,” he said.

I had never been on the back of 
a horse. I Didn’t know the first thing 
about riding it, or even how to get 
on one.

So, after earning a college degree 
and preparing myself for a career, 
it all came down to whether I could 
ride a horse.

I pulled the owner aside and had 
him give me a few tips. I told him 
the truth, and he was very helpful.

Then I got on the back of the 
horse and rode it around a while. I 
was hired on the spot.

Not a bad way to land a job – just 
a little horsing around.

Some Bulletin readers may have 
realized that I told this story before. 
But it was worth recycling for the fair 
issue.

Enjoy the fair, dear readers, and 
make sure you save the special sec-
tion in this issue to use as your fair 
guide. It has a full fair schedule and 
a run-down on the entertainment.

Why the annual county fair section is always special
(Continued from Page 1)

NYT cuts 100 
newsroom jobs
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

The New York Times plans to cut 
nearly 100 newsroom jobs, accord-
ing to a memo sent to staff recently, 
the newspaper reported.

In the memo from the paper’s 
executive editor, published by the 
media news site Poynter.org, Dean 
Baquet told employees that the 
Times hoped to meet the number 
through “voluntary buyouts.”

“But if we don’t get there, we 
will be forced to do layoffs,” wrote 
Baquet, who is a former executive 
editor of the Los Angeles Times.

The buyouts come while there are 
“promising signs in digital advertis-
ing and digital subscriptions,” wrote 
Baquet.

Baquet added he would “reserve 
the right to say no to people who 
request a buyout but whose jobs 
and talents are critical to our mis-
sion.”

Baquet stepped down from the 
L.A. Times in 2006 after opposing 
additional staff cuts that he said he 
feared would threaten the quality of 
the newspaper.
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The Bulletin staff has drawn 
eight winners for our contest to 
win a pair of tickets to the Texas 
Renaissance Festival, which 
opens this weekend, Oct. 11-12. 
The festival celebrates its 40th 
anniversary this year and is kicking 
it off with an Oktoberfest theme.

Winners and where they 
picked up their Bulletin are: Chris 
Bushlow of Rosharon, Casa Ole 
in Alvin; Andrew Cromwell, of 
Lake Jackson, Mama’s Kitchen in 
Angleton; Cathy Kay, who found 
her copy at Gulf Coast Chevrolet 
in Angleton; and Erin Kreidler of 
Lake Jackson, who visited Whata-
burger in Angleton. 

Bob Watt of Alvin got it from our 
rack at Taco Loco #2 in Angleton;  
Luci Valenzuela of Danbury, the 
Danbury Post Office; Jimmy C. 
Jackson of Angleton, who read 

The Bulletin at Whataburger of 
Angleton; and Amanda Cass of 
Lake Jackson, who picked the 
paper up at Food King in Lake 
Jackson. 

Congratulations to the winners, 
They have been mailed their tick-
ets already, and we hope you have 
a good time.The tickets are good 
for one day, either Saturday or 
Sunday, of opening weekend. We 
included brochures with informa-
tion about the festival. and more is 
available at their website.

Thank you to our winners and all 
who pick up our paper regularly for 
your loyalty in reading The Bulletin.  
We encourage you to do business 
with our advertisers, who support 
our free paper, and mention our 
name to them when you do, as the 
paper nor the contests would be 
possible without them.

Renaissance Festival ticket winnersBrazosport College to showcase opportunities for women
The construction industry con-

tinues to grow at a rapid rate, and 
workers are always in high demand. 
As a result, this provides various 
employment opportunities through-
out our area for not only men, but 
also women.

Brazosport College will present 
an information session designed to 
help women learn about the many 
employment opportunities in the 
construction industry.

The Women in Construction 
Information Session will be at 5 p.m. 
on Thursday, Oct. 23. The event will 
be in Gator Hall, on the Brazosport 
College campus at 500 College 

Boulevard in Lake Jackson.
Safety demos and registration for 

the event begins at 4:30 p.m.
Those attending the information 

session will learn from successful 
petrochemical industry employees 
and create camaraderie with other 
women in this fast-growing and 
dynamic industry. Whether one is 
interested in process technology, 
instrumentation, office administra-
tion, payroll, welding, pipefitting, 
millwright or other careers, this is a 
prime opportunity to join in an open 
dialogue session about what it’s like 
to be a woman in the construction 
industry.

Petrochemical employees will 
share personal experiences and be 
available to answer questions.

“There is an impending demand 
for workers that we will not be able 
to fulfill unless we tap all of our 
resources, and women play an 
extremely important role in filling 
that demand,” said Beth Cassidy, 
Brazosport College Director of 
Workforce Development and School 
Partnerships. “Nobody should ever 
dismiss an opportunity because 
of perceptions or stereotypes. We 
need an awareness that these 
careers are available for women in 
our area.”

The session is open to anyone 
interested in working in the con-
struction industry.

 For more information, contact 
Beth Cassidy at (979).230.3153 or 
e-mail beth.cassidy@brazosport.
edu.
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History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Oct. 6: ON THIS DATE in 1889, Thomas Edison showed his first motion 
picture. In 1973, the Yom Kippur War began as Syria and Egypt attacked 
Israel on a Jewish holiday.

Oct. 7: ON THIS DATE in 1963, Hurricane Flora killed more than 7,000 
people in Haiti and the Dominican Republic. In 1985, Palestinian terrorists 
seized the Italian cruise liner Achille Lauro, killing an American passenger 
before surrendering in Egypt.

Oct. 8: ON THIS DATE in 1871, the Great Chicago Fire erupted. In 
1956, Don Larsen of the New York Yankees pitched what is still the only 
perfect game in World Series history.

Oct. 9: ON THIS DATE in 1000, Norse explorer Leif Ericson landed on 
a spot in North America that he called “Vinland,” which may have been 
Newfoundland or somewhere in New England. In 1967, Latin American 
guerrilla leader Che Guevara was executed after attempting to incite 
revolution in Bolivia.

Oct. 10: ON THIS DATE in 1886, the tuxedo dinner jacket made its 
American debut at the autumn ball in Tuxedo Park, N.Y. In 1975, Elizabeth 
Taylor married Richard Burton for the second time; it was her sixth mar-
riage overall to date.

Oct. 11: ON THIS DATE in 1776, the first naval battle of Lake Cham-
plain was fought during the U.S. Revolutionary War. American forces led 
by Gen. Benedict Arnold suffered heavy losses but managed to stall the 
British. In 1975, NBC’s “Saturday Night Live” made its debut.

Oct. 12: ON THIS DATE in 1492, Christopher Columbus arrived with 
his expedition in the present-day Bahamas. In 1933, bank robber John 
Dillinger escaped a jail in Ohio with the help of his gang, who killed the 
sheriff.

Answer to last week’s question: This week in 1973, U.S. Vice Presi-
dent Spiro T. Agnew resigned after pleading no-contest to a federal charge 
of tax evasion. He had been charged with accepting bribes while he was 
Baltimore county executive and later governor of Maryland.

This week’s question: In 1931, gangster Al Capone was convicted of 
what crime?

The Pearland Fire Department will be among 40 Texas fire depart-
ments that will be installing smoke alarms into the homes of low-income 
and elderly residents this year thanks to the We’re Out to Alarm Texas 
smoke alarm campaign.

Through the statewide campaign, which is a partnership between the 
city and the Insurance Council of Texas, the Pearland Fire Department 
will provide free smoke alarms to residents based on their financial or 
physical need.

“The goal of this program remains preventing people from dying in 
fires because they did not have the ability to install or maintain these 
lifesaving alarms,” said Pearland Fire Marshal Roland Garcia.

Smoke alarms are installed on a first-come, first-serve basis to hom-
eowners. During the installation period, Pearland firefighters will also 
identify possible fire hazards within the home. 

To sign up to receive a free smoke alarm, or read more on the pro-
gram, visit pearlandtx.gov/smokealarm or call (281) 997.4650.

Pearland FD to install free smoke alarms Tracy Morgan: ‘I can’t believe Wal-Mart is blaming me’ 
By Lauren Raab
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

Tracy Morgan is not at all happy 
with Wal-Mart’s accusation that the 
“30 Rock” star and his entourage 
weren’t wearing seat belts when a 
tractor-trailer hit his limo on the New 
Jersey Turnpike.

“I can’t believe Wal-Mart is blam-
ing me for an accident that they 
caused,” he said in a statement 
provided to the Los Angeles Times. 

“My friends and I were doing nothing 
wrong.”

The June 6 collision killed one of 
the people riding in Morgan’s chauf-
feured van: fellow comedian James 
McNair, better known by his stage 
name Jimmy Mack. Morgan was 
hospitalized in critical condition with 
a broken nose, ribs and leg.

Morgan and three other crash sur-
vivors sued Wal-Mart in July, saying 
the retail giant “knew or should 

have known” that Kevin Roper, the 
35-year-old Georgia man who was 
driving the tractor-trailer, had been 
awake for more than 24 consecutive 
hours when the crash occurred.

Wal-Mart pointed a finger back 
Monday. “Plaintiffs’ injuries, if any, 
were caused, in whole or in part, 
by plaintiffs’ failure to properly wear 
an appropriate available seat belt 
restraint device,” it said in a court 
filing.

Ebola outbreaks in Senegal and Nigeria now under control, CDC says
By Monte Morin
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

The Ebola outbreaks in Senegal 
and Nigeria appear to be under 
control, with no new cases reported 
in more than 21 days, according to 
reports issued by the U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention.

As international health officials 
scramble to stop the exponential 
spread of Ebola in in Guinea, 
Liberia and Sierra Leone, CDC 
researchers say quick work by 
officials and medical personnel in 
neighboring West African nations 
appears to have stopped the dis-

ease in its tracks.
The incubation period for the 

Ebola virus is 21 days. If a nation 
sees no new cases after that period 
of time, an outbreak is said to be 
under control, according to Dr. Bar-
bara Knust, a CDC epidemiologist.

If no new cases occur in 42 
days, the outbreak is said to be 
over.

“That’s how the World Health 
Organization determines that an 
outbreak is over and that there’s no 
more human-to-human transmis-
sion,” Knust said. In both Nigeria 
and Senegal, outbreaks began with 

a single infected individual import-
ing the virus from the so-called hot 
zone.

In Nigeria, an acutely ill 40-year-
old Liberian American, Patrick 
Sawyer, collapsed in Lagos’ inter-
national airport after arriving there 
on a commercial flight on July 20.

Sawyer died five days later, and 
epidemiologists determined that 
he likely came into contact with 72 
people at the airport and within the 
hospital. Some 150 people then 
fanned out to locate those people 
and people they had come into 
contact with as well.
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The Brazoria County Library 
System invites the public to join 
in the “Gulf Coast Reads: On the 
Same Page” reading program, a 
communitywide reading project 
encouraging people to read and 
discuss a particular book together 

in October. The 2014 selection for 
Gulf Coast Reads is Remember 
Ben Clayton, a novel written by 
Stephen Harrigan.

In this novel, Francis “Gil” 
Gilheaney is a sculptor of bound-
less ambition. Bad fortune and 

his own prideful spirit have driven 
Gil from New York to artistic exile 
in Texas just after World War I. 
An aging, heartbroken rancher 
offers Gil a commission to create 
a memorial statue of his son, Ben 
Clayton, who was killed in the 

war. Gil seizes the opportunity to 
produce what he believes will be 
his greatest achievement. With 
the absence of photographic 
images, Gil and his daughter, 
Maureen, who serves as his 
assistant, conduct extensive 
research by interviewing people 
who knew Ben. They even go 
so far as to travel to Europe to 
see where Ben was killed and to 
interview other men who served 
alongside him. Gil uses the 
information he obtains to recreate 
a likeness that will reflect not only 
the physical resemblance of Ben, 
but of the character and soul of 
the man as well.

The “Gulf Coast Reads: On 
the Same Page” program is 
a collaborative reading initia-

tive sponsored by the Brazoria 
County Library System, Harris 
County Public Library, Houston 
Public Library, and other library 
and educational institutions, 
museums, and bookstores. This 
“one book, one community” event 
is designed to encourage reading 
and discussion of the same book 
at the same time, provoking dia-
logue among co-workers, friends, 
families, and classrooms.

Book discussions on Remem-
ber Ben Clayton will take place 
throughout the library system on 
various dates and times during 
the month of October. Check your 
local branch or the library system 
webpage – bcls.lib.tx.us – for the 
schedule of programs, which are 
free and open to the public.

Brazoria County libraries feature ‘Gulf Coast Reads: On the Same Page’ discussions

Brazosport College named a lead institution in civic engagement
Brazosport College was recently 

selected to participate in a national 
initiative on civic learning and demo-
cratic engagement.

With the selection, BC was one of 
nearly 100 colleges and universities 
in the nation chosen as a Lead Insti-
tution by NASPA — Student Affairs 
Administrators in Higher Education, 
the leading voice for the student 
affairs profession.

As a participating institution 
in NASPA’s initiative, Brazosport 
College will continue to encourage 
students’ civic development through 
thoughtful community partnerships, 

engaging leadership opportunities 
and democratic participation. 

“Brazosport College is pleased to 
be selected to participate in NASPA’s 
network of institutions dedicated to 
developing students’ sense of civic 
identity as civic engagement is a 
core value of higher education,” said 
Lynda Villanueva, Vice President, 
Brazosport College Academic and 
Student Affairs. “Being recognized 
as a national leader in this field is 
a reflection of quality of our current 
efforts and also our ongoing commit-
ment to inspiring students to chal-
lenge themselves through leadership 

and service roles moving forward.”
Brazosport College is an Aspen 

National Top 10 school and an 
Achieving the Dream Leader Col-
lege. BC has an active student body 
and participation is encouraged. The 
BC Student Government Association 
was named the best in Texas in 2014 
by the Texas Junior College Student 
Government Association.  

To learn more about NASPA’s 
Lead Initiative and view a complete 
listing of participating institutions, 
please visit the NASPA website at 
http://www.naspa.org/rpi/lead-initia-
tive.

U.S. Rep. Ron Paul to speak at Angleton Exchange Club Luncheon
The Exchange Club of Angleton 

will host its 12th annual “One Nation 
Under God” Luncheon from 11:
30am - 1:00pm on Thursday, Nov. 

13, at the First 
Presbyterian 
Church of 
Angleton fel-
lowship hall.

The club 
will be salut-
ing Vietnam 
Veterans at this 
year’s event.  

Ticket sales for Vietnam Veterans 
are half price and Vietnam Vets 
in attendance will receive a small 
token of appreciation from the club.

Featured speaker for the event 
will be former U.S. Congressman 
Ron Paul.  

 “The Exchange Club of Angleton 
is very excited to have Congress-
man Paul present our program this 

year.  It is an honor for our club to 
host such a distinguished gentle-
man,” stated club president Com-
missioner Dude Payne. 

 Payne continued, “This year’s 
event is a salute to Vietnam Vet-
erans. The club is dedicating the 
entire event as a “thank you for your 
service.” 

 November is National Exchange 
Club One Nation Under God Month.  
The Exchange Club of Angleton 
holds this luncheon each year in 
celebration of our country’s rich reli-
gious heritage in an effort to remind 
citizens we must always trust in a 
higher power for guidance, protec-
tion, and strength, and to prayer-
fully thank God for the blessings of 
liberty bestowed upon our country.  
Exchange Clubs all across the 
country will be hosting One Nation 
Under God events during the month 
of November.  

The Exchange Club of Angle-
ton, as a member of the National 
Exchange Club, lives by four 
programs of service:  Support, care 
and well-being of our youth; care 
and support of our community, 
recognizing volunteerism; promo-
tion of Americanism, celebrating our 
unique relationship with God, and 
the pride of being American; and, 
The national focus of Exchange 
Clubs all over America: the preven-
tion of child abuse.

Regular tickets are $20. All 
Vietnam veterans’ tickets are $10.  
All proceeds go to the club’s local 
efforts.

Due to limited seating, there 
will be no tickets sold at the door.  
Tickets must be purchased in 
advance. They are available from 
any Exchange Club of Angleton 
member, or by calling (979) 864-
1838 or (979) 864-1523.

Program will salute Vietnam veterans

Ron Paul
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Rep. Dennis Bonnen honored at Brazosport College event
Brazosport College recently 

named Texas State Representative 
Dennis Bonnen its 2014-15 Friend 
of the College.

The Friend of the College is 
awarded every two years at the 
school’s Report to the Community 
luncheon.

“Representative Bonnen has 
demonstrated his steadfast support 
of Brazosport College over the 
course of his service in the Texas 
Legislature,” said Brazosport Col-
lege President Millicent Valek. “His 
effective leadership has been inte-
gral to so many important initiatives 
that allow us to carry out the mission 
of the college and strengthen the 
region we serve.”

For Representative Bonnen, Bra-
zosport College has always been 
among his top priorities.

When the state legislature 
recommended budget cuts in 2011 
that called for eliminating all state 
funding to Brazosport College, Rep-
resentative Bonnen led the charge 
in Austin and ensured this budget 
recommendation was reversed.

Seven years earlier, Representa-
tive Bonnen was instrumental in 
helping Brazosport College create 
a four-year baccalaureate program, 
and followed that up last year by 
assisting the college in developing 
a second baccalaureate program. 
He’s also been a huge proponent of 
the college’s workforce and training 
programs, as well as many other 
endeavors. Representative Bonnen 
helped raise $300,000 for Brazos-
port College scholarships through 
his 40th Birthday Roast & Toast 
event.

“It was extremely humbling to 
have been honored by Brazosport 
College as the 2014 Friend of 
the College,” said Representative 
Bonnen. “As a member of this com-
munity, I have been blessed tremen-
dously by having a Top 10 college in 
the nation in my own backyard, and 
I take advantage of every opportu-
nity to ensure our college continues 
on the fast track to success for the 
benefit of our students, faculty, staff 
and community.  I thank Brazosport 
College for sharing their friendship 
with me.”

Representative Bonnen serves 
the 25th Legislative District in the 
Texas House of Representatives, 
representing southern Brazoria 

County and all of Matagorda 
County. First elected to the Legis-
lature in 1996, he began his ninth 
term of office in January 2013.

At the beginning of the 83rd 
Session, Bonnen was appointed 
to serve as Speaker Pro Tempore, 
acting as presiding officer of the 
House in the Speaker’s absence, 
while also directing the Local and 
Consent calendar. He also serves 
as Chairman of the House Com-
mittee on Special Purpose Districts 
with policy oversight of local authori-
ties and districts that have a direct 
impact on Texans’ day-to-day lives. 
He is a member on a variety of 
committees.

At home in Brazoria County, 
Bonnen serves as the honorary 
chairman of Brazosport College’s 
“Count on Us” campaign. He is on 

the Board of Directors for Junior 
Achievement and B.I.G. Love 
Cancer Care Services, and is an 
honorary member of the Brazoria 
and Matagorda County Cavalries. 
He has served as honorary co-
chairman of the Leukemia Society 
Light the Night Walk and Crime 
Stoppers Golf Tournament, and is 
an active supporter of the Brazoria 
County Fair, BACH, Boy Scouts and 
Girl Scouts, ActionS, Inc., and local 
Boys and Girls Clubs. 

Bonnen is a graduate of Angleton 
High School and graduated cum 
laude from St. Edwards University 
in Austin with a B.A. in Political 
Science. St. Edward’s honored him 
with its Alumni Achievement Award 
in 2001 and he was inducted into 
the Angleton ISD Distinguished 
Alumni Hall of Fame in 2013.

Texas State Representative Dennis Bonnen accepts award from  
Brazosport College President Millicent Valek.
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By Tim Logan
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

Sales of newly built homes in the U.S. surged in August to their highest 
level in six years, according to new figures out Wednesday.

The Commerce Department estimated that new home sales climbed 18 
percent from July, to an annual rate of 504,000. That’s one-third above the 
level seen a year ago and the highest recorded since May 2008. The number 
of new homes sold in the West climbed by 50 percent last month.

While the report can be volatile — new home sales increased just 2 
percent in July and fell in June — it’s another indication of a housing market 
that is starting to stabilize. Many economists say that low inventory, espe-
cially of newly built homes, has been holding back the recovery. If builders 
are starting to close more sales, they may start building more aggressively. 
Last week, a builders trade group reported that its members were the most 
confident they had been in nine years.

Still, sales of new homes are less than half what they were in the mid-
2000s, a sign that any recovery still has a long way to go.

Sales of new homes reach highest 
level in six years in August

By Janet I. Tu
The Seattle Times (MCT)

SEATTLE — Microsoft opened a temporary store in Times Square for the 
2012 launch of Windows 8 and Surface, and subsequently set up a couple of 
smaller stores, offering a limited selection of products, in two New York City 
locations.

But it’s never had a permanent, full-line retail store in the city — until now.
The company said Monday that it’s signed a lease to open a flagship store 

at 677 Fifth Avenue in New York City.
“As our first flagship store, it will serve as the centerpiece of our Microsoft 

Stores experience,” David Porter, Microsoft’s corporate vice president for 
retail stores, said in a blog post. “This is a goal we’ve had since day one 
— we were only waiting for the right location. And now we have it. Our Fifth 
Avenue location will be much more than just a Microsoft Store. In addition to 
retail, there will be experiential space for Microsoft as a company to further 
engage with our customers and partners in new and innovative ways.”

The location currently houses a Fendi shop, according to The Wall Street 
Journal, which also notes that the new Microsoft flagship store has some of 
the city’s highest retail rents and will be several blocks south of Apple’s store.

Microsoft currently has 104 brick-and-mortar retail store locations (includ-
ing both full-line stores and the smaller specialty shops that offer a more 
limited selection). It plans to open 10 more by this holiday season, Porter 
wrote.

Microsoft opening flagship store

iPhone 6, skinny jeans not compatible, so don’t sit on it, or it might just bend
By Julia Love
San Jose Mercury News (MCT)

After two weeks of breathless 
coverage, we thought we’d scruti-
nized the iPhone 6 Plus from every 
angle. But we didn’t think to ask 
whether it would be compatible with 
skinny jeans.

Over the past few days, some 
users have come forward on social 
media claiming that their coveted 6 
Plus has started to bend. Most of 
the incidents arose after users sat 
for an extended period of time with 
the phones in their pockets. People 

who wear tight pants appear to be 
most at risk.

At first, the phenomenon was 
documented largely through Twitter 
posts topped off with the hashtag 
“#bendgate.” But yesterday, Lewis 
Hilsenteger of Unbox Therapy, an 
online technology show, put the 
rumors to the test. In the video, 
Hilsenteger demonstrates how his 
new 6 Plus warps under pressure 
from his fingers.

“This was painful to do,” he said. 
“Maybe this is enough information to 
push you in the direction of buying 

the (iPhone 6) over the 6 Plus.”
The iPhone 6 Plus, Apple’s first 

“phablet,” vanished almost imme-
diately after it debuted in stores 
on Friday, forcing some who had 
spent hours in line waiting to leave 
empty-handed. The phone, which 
measures 5.5 inches diagonally, has 
been hailed for its light and thin feel, 
due in part to its aluminum shell. 
The material is also famous for its 

malleability — we wrap leftovers 
in aluminum foil, after all — so 
perhaps Apple should have braced 
itself for a more flexible phone.

Still, some were puzzled that such 
a defect could slip past the valley’s 
consummate perfectionist.

“I’m really surprised that this 
didn’t show up at Apple before when 
they did testing,” said Eric Virey 
of Yole Developpement, a French 

research firm.
But as Tech Crunch pointed 

out, finding flaw in Apple’s latest 
gadget has become a favorite fall 
pastime in the valley. The tech news 
site added that reports of bending 
surfaced with the iPhone 5s and 5c. 
(For our part, we’re a bit bewildered 
that consumers in a yoga hot spot 
like the Bay would be so offended 
by a phone that bends.)
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Don’t give up on unfriendly neighbor
My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

The Bulletin is pleased to run your community 
annoucements and features free of charge, but 
you have to help us by e-mailing the text and 
attaching the photos as jpg files. Make it as short 
as possible. The better and more interesting the 
photo, the more options we have as to how to 
display it and call more attention to your event.  
Email: john.bulletin@gmail.com

Q: I feel sorry for our neighbor, because she’s getting up in years and 
doesn’t seem to have any relatives or friends who pay her much attention. 
I’ve tried to be friendly, but to be honest she doesn’t seem interested and 
I’ve about given up. Any suggestions? - Mrs. B.L.

A: We can’t force our friendship on another person, but we can let them 
know that we care about them and want to help them if they need us. And 
this may be the best you can do in this situation.

Don’t give up, however. God cares for your neighbor - and so should 
you, even if she seems indifferent. Some people are just shy; others 
may be suspicious of our motives; still others may simply not want to be 
bothered. But whatever her reasons, God put you next to her, and as you 
have opportunity, let her know you care. The Bible says, “If you really keep 
the royal law found in Scripture, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself,’ you are 
doing right” (James 2:8).

This is especially important because of what you say about her age. 
Like many older people, she’s probably very independent and is deter-
mined to stay in her home as long as she can. But time takes its toll; 
gradually she may lose the ability to take care of herself. Or she may 
experience a fall or sudden illness, and will need your help.

Pray, too, for your neighbor, and ask God to help you be an example 
to her of Christ’s love and compassion. In addition, see if you can find 
out anything about her relatives, in case you need to contact them in an 
emergency. Even as He was hanging from the cross, Jesus made sure 
that one of His disciples was willing to provide for His mother, Mary (see 
John 19:26-27).

Uncle Sam won’t forget about your student loans
By Gail MarksJarvis
Chicago Tribune (MCT)

Want to spot the “no exit” of pain-
ful debt?

It’s your student loans. If you 
borrow for college and find yourself 
unable to pay at some point, you 
won’t be able to escape the loans. 
Unlike all other overwhelming debt 
problems, you are not allowed to 
take student loans into bankruptcy 
court and end up free of your 
responsibility.

On the other hand, you can get 
some relief on monthly payments 
for federal student loans if you 
pay on time. Your payments can 
be reduced to a more manage-
able level if your income is too low 
to handle the full payment. And 
if you have no job, you can get 
permission from the government to 
skip your loan payments for a few 
months. But all that assumes you 
are on top of your loans and don’t 
decide to ignore what’s too upset-
ting to face head-on.

If you miss payments continually 

for nine months, and go into what’s 
called default, you will put yourself 
in a box that, in the long term, you 
will not escape.

Uncle Sam, who is your lender 
if you have federal student loans 
like Stafford or Perkins loans, has 
a good memory. Your notices to 
pay your student loans might be 
stuffed into a drawer and you might 
be ignoring them, but Uncle Sam 
will come looking for the money. 
Just ask seniors with outstanding 
student loans. Uncle Sam is taking 
money out of their Social Security 
checks to apply to their student 
loan debts. When you are younger, 
he can take money from your 
paychecks or take your income tax 
refunds.

So if you are in default, you can’t 
just ignore the payments and hope 
no one notices. If you get control 
now, you can polish over the past 
and eventually arrange payments 
you can handle. And if you decided 
to ignore the loans because you 
couldn’t find a sympathetic ear 

when you called your loan servicer 
for help, don’t let that stop you.

This summer, new rules went 
into effect that help people who are 
considered in default on federal 
student loans. Those rules are likely 
to mean the person you call about 
your loans will be more accommo-
dating than the person you called 
months ago.

Previously, the servicer who 
handled your loans might have 
insisted on a payment you couldn’t 
afford without considering your 
income or ability to pay. Bill collec-
tors representing the government’s 
student loan program might have 
demanded a huge payment all at 
once. Now, there’s a new formula 
that takes into account your income 
and family size, and presents pay-
ments that are supposed to be what 
the government calls affordable.

With more-affordable payments, 
a person in default goes through 
what’s called rehabilitation, said 
student loan consultant Heather 
Jarvis.

How seniors can lessen the mortgage burden
By Andrew Khouri
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

Depending on circumstances, 
those retiring with a mortgage can 
take a variety of steps to lessen the 
financial burden.

Jonathan Dash, owner of a wealth 
management firm, often recom-
mends taking money out of savings 
accounts, whose low interest rates 
are not going to yield much of a 
return, and using the cash to pay 
down the mortgage more quickly.

If payments are unmanage-
able, seniors can sell their home 
and move to a smaller place, said 
James Wells, a housing counselor. 
By downsizing, seniors can not only 
reduce their mortgage payments but 
also other expenses that come with 
a larger home.

The Consumer Financial Protec-
tion Bureau also recommends set-
ting a goal to pay off the mortgage 
by a certain time and including that 
in one’s retirement plan. And for 
those nearing retirement age who 
are buying a new home or refinanc-
ing, the agency says to consider a 
term of 10 to 15 years rather than 
30.

“You’ll have higher monthly pay-

ments now, while you’re still work-
ing, and be less likely to still have a 
mortgage in retirement,” the agency 
said in a consumer advisory.

Indeed, the most important step is 
to look and plan ahead, experts say. 
Lori Trawinski, director of banking 
and finance with AARP’s Public 
Policy Institute, said those entering 
retirement should prepare a detailed 
analysis of their expenses and 
expected retirement income.

“Everything depends on some-
one’s personal financial situation,” 
she said. “Having a mortgage or 
tapping into home equity is not, in 
and of itself, a bad thing.”

Those who do get into trouble 
can receive free counseling though 
AARP’s housing solutions center, 
set up in the wake of the foreclosure 
crisis.

One person they may speak to 
is Wells. Based in Atlanta, Wells 
handles calls from seniors across 
the country, many of whom were 
referred by AARP. Since he started 
as a housing counselor six years 
ago, the number of older clients 
with mortgage debt has more than 
doubled, he said.

Most of the time, to deal with that 

debt, some simple belt-tightening is 
all that’s needed, Wells said.

“It’s OK you can do this,” he 
says he tells many clients. “It’s just 
rearranging the budget. It’s OK to 
reduce the amount in dry clean-
ing expense. It’s OK to reduce the 
amount on cable.

“At the end of the counseling ses-
sion they do come to the realization 
they can’t keep going the way they 
are going.”

For some, though, a mortgage 
may not be a burden. For those 
seniors — ones with significant 
financial assets or income streams 
— it’s often unwise to rapidly pay 
off the debt simply to own the home 
outright, experts said. Instead, some 
financial planners say, the money 
can be invested where it can earn 
more than the interest payments on 
the mortgage.

“Being debt free is great, but you 
have also locked up all that capital 
in one asset,” said William Ryan, a 
financial consultant.

And a mortgage, if affordable, 
can free up money for investments, 
such as home renovations that help 
seniors live in their homes despite 
worsening health, Trawinski said.
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Look for us on 
Facebook

‘Game’ has 
turned into 
intimidation 

for family dog
By Lisa Moore
The Modesto Bee (MCT)

Q: We have a 10-month-old 
shepherd mix, Gus. My husband 
has been playing “take away” 
games with Gus during feeding 
time for months, to make sure 
he is safe around our 4-year-old. 

What started as a game of take 
away the food bowl while Gus was 
eating, and then returning it once 
he sat on command has turned 
ugly. Gus now grabs at the food 
as if he hasn’t eaten in days, and 
has growled and urinated twice 
when my husband approached. 
Yesterday he growled at my son! 
Can this dog be saved? Ashley

A: So glad you wrote in, Ashley. 
The short answer is yes, this can be 
addressed, but first and foremost, 
make sure your husband ceases all 
interaction with Gus during meal-
time! I’m assuming his intentions 

were good, but your husband has 
systematically created a resource 
guarder in Gus, and without proper 
desensitization work, this can get 
dangerous.

While I will note a basic approach 
to work out this issue, I strongly 
recommend you schedule some 
time with a qualified expert who 
has a strong background in canine 
behavior rather than go forward on 
your own.

Until you can arrange that, Gus 

should be fed twice a day, and 
should be placed in a room by 
himself with the food bowl, and the 
door closed. Give him plenty of time 
to eat his entire meal by himself, 
without the threat of competition, 
and then let him out; pick up the 
food bowl only when Gus is out of 
the room.

Signs that indicate that your 
dog is feeling the need to guard a 
resource — and I’m sure you and 
your husband have seen many of 

these — include freezing over the 
food bowl, staring up at you with 
hard, unblinking eyes, accelerated 
food consumption, a growl, an air 
snap and a bite that makes contact.

What you’ve described is a 
stress-filled, anxiety laden event, in 
which Gus must work fast and get 
possessive over his food, or risk 
losing it. The fact that he is urinating 
and growling when your husband 
approaches is a huge indicator of a 
serious problem .
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‘Gone With the Wind’ making a come-back after 75 years

By Stacey Altherr
Newsday (MCT)

Frankly, Scarlett, it seems we do 
give a damn.

The 1939 epic Civil War film 
“Gone With the Wind” celebrates its 
75th anniversary with special show-
ings around the nation on Sept. 28 
and Oct. 1. The film will be seen in 
its original Technicolor glory, with 
the maiden overture, intermission 
and exit music.

The timeless story of love and 
war has been rereleased nine 
times since its premiere and will 
be seen in its original 1:37 aspect 
ratio, which means it has not been 
stretched this time to fit modern 
movie screens.

It also has been digitally remas-
tered for picture quality.

The rerelease will include a 
special filmed introduction by 
Turner Classic Movies host and film 
historian Robert Osborne. A 75th-
anniversary Blu-ray edition comes 
out Sept. 30.

“It was so groundbreaking—in the 
telling of the story and the interac-
tion between characters and the 
action,” says John Rubey, CEO of 
Fathom Events, which is reissuing 
the film along with TCM and Warner 

Home Video. “The technology. The 
use of color. It wrote a whole new 
chapter in film.”

The nearly four-hour drama—
hailed as a masterpiece since its 
release—has grossed more than 
any other movie in history, nearly 
$1.7 billion (adjusted for infla-
tion), according to Fathom and 
BoxOfficeMojo.com.

It was nominated for 13 Oscars 
and was awarded 10, including 
best picture, best actress for Vivien 
Leigh as the spoiled Southern belle 
Scarlett O’Hara and best supporting 
actress for Hattie McDaniel, who 
played the housemaid Mammy. 
McDaniel, the first African-American 
actor to win an Academy Award, 
was not invited to attend the 
December 1939 premiere in Atlanta 
because of her race. Clark Gable 
reportedly threatened to boycott the 
event, but McDaniel convinced him 
to attend.

Based on Margaret Mitchell’s 
bestseller, the David O. Selznick-
produced drama is set in 1861 as 
civil war breaks out, and follows 
O’Hara, who is spurned by her true 
love, Ashley Wilkes (Leslie Howard), 
and marries the insufferable and 
charming scoundrel Rhett Butler 

(Clark Gable). Her beloved home, 
Tara, is ransacked by Yankees, and 
she loses everything. She rebounds 
after the war but ultimately loses 
things even more dear.

While “Gone With the Wind” is 
known for its place in film history, 
Paula Uruburu, professor of English 
and film studies at Hofstra Univer-
sity, points out that the depiction of 
slaves as happy and well-cared-for 
was inaccurate.

“If you compare it to, let’s say, 
‘12 Years a Slave,’ you can see the 
huge cultural gap from when this film 
was made to that film,” she says.

There was plenty of behind-the-
scenes drama, as well. Directors 
were changed midstream, Gable 
divorced his second wife and mar-
ried actress Carole Lombard during 
filming. A nationwide “search” for 
Scarlett was nothing more than a 
publicity stunt, since it was clear that 
Leigh was going to be the star early 
on.

“The famous casting search 
was largely nonsense,” says Ben 
Mankiewicz, movie critic and host for 
TCM, but “it was an early innovative 
use of media.” Although, Mankiewicz 
adds, “Katharine Hepburn really 
wanted the role.”

Clark Gable and Vivien Leigh in M-G-M’s 1939 release of “Gone with the Wind.”

‘Gone With the Wind’ history
By Frank Reeves
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette (MCT)

Never had a movie been more eagerly anticipated than David O. 
Selznick’s adaptation of Margaret Mitchell’s novel, “Gone With the Wind.”

Even before the film was released in late 1939, polls indicated that 
about 56 million people planned to see the movie. This at a time when 
the population of the United States was approaching 132 million.

Critics lavished praise on the film. “Now it can be told that out of the 
pages of a magnificent book has leaped a magnificent motion picture,” 
wrote the Post-Gazette’s film and stage critic Harold V. Cohen, in a 
review that appeared the morning after the film opened in Pittsburgh on 
Jan. 26, 1940.

Despite favorable reviews, the film had been criticized while still in 
production. When Vivien Leigh was chosen to play Scarlett O’Hara, 
some in the United Daughters of the Confederacy, whose members were 
descendants of Southern troops, objected to the selection of a British 
actress to play a Southern woman.

Selznick and his publicists moved quickly to assuage their concerns. 
And the movie was soon embraced by even the most die-hard devotees 
to the Lost Cause of the Confederacy. When “Gone With the Wind” 
premiered in Pittsburgh, members of the Pittsburgh chapter of the United 
Daughters of the Confederacy braved freezing temperatures and “turned 
out en masse” for the film’s debut, as the group’s officers noted in their 
annual report.

The film also did not escape the gaze of the Legion of Decency, a 
Catholic organization with the strong backing of Hugh Charles Boyle, the 
Catholic bishop of Pittsburgh at the time. The Legion found the movie 
“objectionable in part,” due to what it considered the low morals of the 
film’s main characters.

While the Legion and some church officials might have decried the 
movie, Commonweal magazine, edited by Catholic laypeople, declared 
in early 1940 that “Gone With the Wind” was well “worth waiting for and a 
great film,” United Press reported.

But the strongest criticism of the film came from African-Americans 
and, what black newspapers at the time, described as “fair-minded 
whites.” They denounced the movie’s depiction of black people; its seem-
ing nostalgia for the pre-Civil War South; its soothing images of slavery; 
in a word, its racism.

Few critics of the film were more scathing than Earl J. Morris, the 
movie editor for the Pittsburgh Courier. Founded in 1907, the Courier was 
by the 1930s one of the largest black newspapers in the United States 
with circulation of about 200,000.

Morris, who was based in Hollywood, had never hesitated to excoriate 
the film industry and the moguls who ran it. In a column published on 
Sept. 24, 1938, he denounced Hollywood for telling the world that “the 
Negro is only a clown ... is lazy, a dolt!”

Morris reminded his readers that black people spent about $25 million 
annually on motion picture entertainment. He urged them to use their 
money to bolster black filmmakers rather than line the pockets of those 
white-owned studios that demean them.

Even while “Gone With the Wind,” was under production, Morris 
warned that it could be worse than the film “The Birth of a Nation,” if the 
script followed faithfully Margaret Mitchell’s text with its free use of the 
“N word.” He urged his readers to write the Motion Picture Producers 
Association, which attempted to enforce industry standards, to urge that 
the word be deleted from movie scripts as well as “all material that keeps 
the Negro in an inferior position.”

Mention of D.W. Griffith’s “The Birth of a Nation” was bound to elicit an 
almost visceral reaction among black Americans. The film’s depiction of 
blacks as rapists and thugs and its glorification of the Ku Klux Klan had 
sparked outrage and protest when it was released in 1915. The NAACP 
organized protests outside many theaters where the silent film was shown.
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Was ‘blob’ on weather radar migrating butterflies?
By Kim Bell
St. Louis Post-Dispatch (MCT)

WELDON SPRING, Mo. — The 
radar at the National Weather 
Service office was picking up some-
thing unusual.

It was a bright, clear day. No bad 
weather to explain what forecasters 
were seeing. The strongest echoes 
on the radar detected targets that 
would be the intensity of moderately 
heavy rain, but it was dry outside.

“It was sort of like a blob,” meteo-
rologist Jon Carney recalls. “Two 
distinct areas of radar echo. We 
couldn’t figure out what it was.”

And it stretched from about 
Columbia, Mo., to Salem, Ill., with 
the radar showing two gorgeous 
blue circles on either side of the St. 
Louis metropolitan area.

What was it?
It was definitely biological, they 

quickly concluded. Someone men-
tioned birds, but the group decided 

that didn’t fit. The blob they saw 
with the highly sensitive dual-polar-
ization radar at the Weldon Spring 
office didn’t match other flocks of 
birds they’ve seen, Carney said.

They consulted migration maps. 
They talked with weather experts in 
other offices. And, after some quick 
online research, Carney, meteorolo-
gist Laura Kanofsky and others on 
staff that day settled on monarch 
butterflies. The timing was right for 
their migration to Mexico.

“That made sense,” Carney 
explained. “We started looking at 
some of the tracking maps, and 
sure enough, it seemed like the 
logical deduction.”

Monarch numbers in Mexico last 
winter were just 10 percent of the 
20-year average, bringing concern 
over the species. So any news 
about the butterflies was good 
news. The crew happily posted 
about the discovery on the St. Louis 

office’s Facebook page.
“NWS St. Louis wishes good luck 

and a safe journey to these amaz-
ing little creatures on their long 
journey south!” the message said. 
It was shared by the national office 
and was viewed by thousands 
of people. The forecasters were 
buoyed when a few readers said it 
made sense to them and that they 
had seen a few butterflies flitting 
about.

Mystery solved? Not so fast. No 
one asked the butterfly people.

One expert, Wendy Caldwell, 
doesn’t put much stock in the fore-
casters’ butterfly report. Caldwell 
is the program coordinator for the 
Monarch Joint Venture at the Uni-
versity of Minnesota.

“If there are enough monarchs 
migrating through to cover a 200-
mile stretch of land at one time, that 
would be a great thing,” Caldwell 
said. “But without more evidence, 
I would be hesitant to believe it. 
It could certainly be living things. 
There are many birds that migrate 
and dragonflies. It isn’t necessarily 
monarchs.”

Elizabeth Howard, director of 
the Journey North project, is also 
skeptical. The project has been 
tracking migration of the monarch 
butterfly for 21 years. Howard said 
the project has 60,000 people who 
report sightings along the route.

Howard, of Norwich, Vt., saw 
the story from St. Louis and said 
the timing for migration is right. But 
for several reasons, Howard said, 
she doubts that monarch butterflies 
accounted for the blob the meteo-
rologists saw.

For one, the project’s spotters in 
Missouri and Illinois haven’t been 
reporting butterflies in large num-
bers, she said. They would need to 
stop and rest, and likely be spotted, 
Howard said.

She also questioned the meteo-
rologists’ theory that butterflies 
explained the strange shape of the 
radar image, with blobs to east and 
west and not much to north and 
south.

The meteorologists thought that 
might be because butterflies flying 
straight at the radar would be thin 
and harder to detect, while the 
radar would be able to detect the 
side view of the flapping wings to 
east and west, Kanofsky explained.

Southwest Airlines to use biofuels made 
from ‘forest residues’ beginning in 2016

By Terry Maxon
The Dallas Morning News (MCT)

Southwest Airlines has announced that it plans to buy some biofuels 
made from waste wood, for use in its San Francisco Bay airports begin-
ning in two years.

To use Southwest’s phrasing, it is purchasing “low carbon renewable jet 
fuel, made using forest residues that will help reduce the risk of destruc-
tive wildfires in the Western United States.”

It has agreed to buy about 3 million gallons a year from Red Rocks 
Biofuels, a Fort Collins, Colo., that focused on recycling that foresty stuff.

That won’t provide much of Southwest’s needs. The Dallas carrier in 
2013 bought 1,818 million gallons, so 3 million gallons would represent 
0.2 percent of its needs or about 60 percent of an average day’s usage.

But it might make a noticeable portion of the fuel needs at Southwest’s 
Bay airports — San Francisco, Oakland and San Jose — where the fuel 
will be delivered beginning in 2016.

“Our commitment to sustainability and efficient operations led us on a 
search for a viable biofuel that uses a sustainable feedstock with a high 
rate of success,” said Bill Tiffany, Southwest’s vice president of supply 
chain.

According to the announcement, “RRB’s first plant will convert approxi-
mately 140,000 dry tons of woody biomass feedstock into at least 12 
million gallons per year of renewable jet, diesel, and naphtha fuels.”

How can you turn humus, plant duff and twigs into fuel to fly a commer-
cial airplane? Here’s Red Rock’s explanation from its website:

“RRB’s technology platform converts woody biomass to jet, diesel, 
and naphtha fuels. Our process begins with the gasification of woody 
biomass to produce synthesis gas. This synthesis gas is cleaned and sent 
to a Fischer-Tropsch unit where it is converted to liquid hydrocarbons. 
Hydroprocessing refines the liquid hydrocarbons to produce jet, diesel and 
naptha fuels.”
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 Works by future doctors
7 One of two N.T. books
10 Mellowed, perhaps
14 24/7 Rollerball maker
15 Address for a PFC
16 Traffic controller
17 African adventure
18 Buttinskies
20 1954 Luis Bu-uel film

22 Eur.’s ocean
23 Diva quality
24 Smallish cells
25 “__ Love”: Natalie Cole hit
26 Lamarr of Hollywood
28 Harrison colleague
30 Sluglike “Star Wars” alien
31 Map corner item, maybe
33 Cross-referencing words
35 1974 Lina WertmŸller film

38 Rat Pack leader
40 Pizza order
44 Start for sphere
45 Moved, as a trireme
48 Aussie flock
49 Benchmark: Abbr.
50 “For shame!”
51 Portuguese royal
53 PGA money winner, e.g.
54 1963 Peter Brook film
58 Unwanted import from the East?
59 Words that may precede weep-
ing?
61 Word with blue or bean
62 Neurologist’s test, briefly
63 Temper
64 Covers the gray, say
65 Tokyo, long ago
66 They raise dough

Down
1 Festoons with certain tissue, for 
short
2 Give courage to
3 Swathes
4 Attempt
5 Spine-tingling
6 Baby carriers
7 Hunter’s garb, for short
8 Clearing
9 A.L. Rookie of the Year after 
Tommie Agee
10 Rights protection gp.
11 Has a date
12 On the way
13 With 44-Down, setting for 20-, 
35- and 54-Across
19 TV’s Oz and Gupta
21 Barstool topper
22 Yellowfin tuna
27 Like no-nonsense questions
29 “When You Wish Upon __”
30 Big name in games
32 Bygone Delta rival
34 “Illmatic” rapper
36 Cajun crawfish dish
37 Went on and on
38 In a manner of speaking
39 Ready to go forward
41 Blocks
42 Attack with profanity
43 That, in Tabasco
44 See 13-Down
46 Before, to a bard
47 Offset, as costs
50 It may be gross
52 “The L Word” producer Chaiken
55 Woody Allen’s “Radio __”
56 Science fiction prize
57 Collector’s suffix
60 D.C. United’s org.
(c)2014 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
LABEL  LAPEL  LEGAL  LEVEL  LIBELL LOCAL  LOYAL
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: AWOKE  CABLE  ABOUND  GLOOMY
Answer: What the blacksmith did when his helper was late -- “BELLOWED”  

Bulletin  Horoscope
Tribune Content Agency

ARIES (March 21-April 19): An 
opportunity could arrive early in the 
week that may provide a solid boost 
to your finances. Take advantage of 
a job offer or a lucky break. People 
will be in awe of your sound judg-
ment and knowledge.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): In the 
week ahead, take time to express 
gratitude for those who’ve given you 
a helping hand. You may be chal-
lenged to juggle career demands 
while giving your spouse or partner 
adequate support and attention.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Life 

will live you if you don’t live it. You 
may have several opportunities to 
take charge of the direction of your 
life in the upcoming week. Make 
your mark by putting career objec-
tives into action.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
You might be wiser than usual. Set 

reasonable objectives for the week 
ahead and your needs will be met. 
Let your passions guide you into 
greener pastures. Don’t overlook 
opportunities or offers, no matter 
how small.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Start 
something lasting. You’ll have more 
cooperation from others during the 
early part of the week. Promises will 
be honored and crucial plans could 
be launched. Just be sure not to 
neglect your day job.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
Family first might be your motto 
in the week ahead. You can be 
assured of substantial support from 
family members. Generosity and 
respect for the rights of others will 
make the home fires burn a bit more 
brightly.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Make 
your life better somehow, some way, 
this week. In the middle of the week, 
you might be pressured to spend 
more money than you should. 
Feedback from others will help you 
assess your strengths.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Start projects that require smooth 
sailing early in the week. Act on your 
beliefs with all your heart and you’ll 
be successful both materially and 

spiritually. You’ll find an abundance 
of help for whatever you need to 
accomplish.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 
People in general are more likely to 
respect your opinion and cooperate 
with you in the week ahead. You 
may receive a pat on the back or 
rewards, but that doesn’t mean you 
should go on a spending spree.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): You may be a powerhouse 
of energy and ambition in the 
upcoming week, with the ability to 
visualize the future clearly. Helpful 
people in the immediate vicinity will 
be willing to do favors, so don’t be 
afraid to ask.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Take advantage of opportune 
moments to strengthen bonds of 
affection in the week ahead. Differ-
ences of opinion won’t matter in the 
long run if you remain tolerant and 
respectful of other’s opinions.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Mutual respect greases the wheels 
of joint efforts and material success. 
Both romantic and professional 
partnerships thrive during the week 
ahead. Count on others to provide 
just what you need to achieve 
goals.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers
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Keeping your faith and 
spirits high is sometimes 
difficult for those who 
live with a life-threaten-
ing illness, as well as 
their family members, 
but Hospice Care Team 
is here to provide hope, 
help and comfort.

HCT provides the 
highest level of pain and 
symptom management 
as well as emotional and 
spiritual care for patients 
and their loved ones.

After a life-limiting 
illness has been diag-
nosed, the HCT Admis-
sions Department will 
schedule an initial visit 
at your convenience. A 
qualified staff member 
will meet with you to 
provide a consultation, 
evaluation, or an initial 
start of hospice care as 
appropriate.

 HCT may be con-
tacted to start this 
process 24 hours a day, 

seven days a week. To 
schedule your appoint-
ment, simply call 1-800-
545-8738.

With HCT, individuals 
approaching the end 
of life have the hope of 
maintaining the highest 
possible level of inde-
pendence within famil-
iar surroundings. Our 
experienced and skilled 
interdisciplinary team of 
health care professionals 
and trained volunteers 
has ensured that each 
individual receives the 
unique quality of care 
they deserve.

An interdisciplinary 
team of specialists, 
including the patient’s 
primary care physi-
cian, along with hospice 
physician, nursing home 
health aides, social 
workers, spiritual care 
counselors and bereave-
ment counselors bring 
services to a patient’s 
home, nursing facility, or 
assisted living center.

At HCT Inc., we 
have set the standard 
for excellence in qual-
ity hospice care. We 

do not require an Out 
of Hospital DNR (Do 
Not Resuscitate), and 
we treat patients of all 
ages, including pediatric 
patients. Referrals can 
come from anyone at 
any time, but a physi-
cian order is needed for 
hospice services.

 In 1983, Hospice Care 
Team was formed when 
a handful of compassion-
ate, dedicated individu-
als felt “called” to provide 
hospice services to 
patients and their fami-
lies regardless of their 
ability to pay. 

We can affirm that 
today every employee 
- whether a nurse, social 
worker, certified hospice 
aide, chaplain, admin-
istrative staff, volunteer 
or board member - has 
been committed to this 
“calling.” They consider it 
a privilege to become a 
part of someone’s life at 
such a special time.

 Hospice care is 
covered 100 percent 
by Medicare/Medicaid, 
which includes all equip-
ment and medications 
related to the hospice 
diagnosis. Patients with 
private insurance usually 
have hospice benefits.

HCT serves Brazo-
ria County, Galveston 
County, Southeast 
Matagorda County and 
Southeast Harris County. 
Offices are at 107 West 
Way in Lake Jackson 
and at 1708 N. Amburn 
in Texas City. HCT is a 
member of the Texas 
Non-Profit Hospice 
Alliance, the Texas and 
New Mexico Hospice 
Care Organization, 

National Hopsice and 
Palliative Care Organiza-
tion, United Way and We 
Honor Veterans.

 Volunteers also are 
sought in this effort. 
Volunteers may work 
directly with patient 
care, pet therapy, give 
administrative sup-
port or help with our 
speakers’ bureau. Your 
church, school, busi-
ness or civic group can 
request a speaker to 

learn more about our 
services. Donations also 
can be made online 
at www.hospicecare- 
team.org, or look at 
the website to learn 
more about us. The 
number one comment 
on our family satisfac-
tion surveys is “We wish 
we had hospice sooner.” 
So, don’t delay, call 1-
800-545-8738 for more 
information or to refer or 
request care.

Hospice Care Team offers compassionate care to those with life-threatening illnesses


