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After spending many hours 
watching DIY network and HGTV, I 
decided to refurbish the guest bath-
room. I’ve done this type of work 
before and concluded a while back 
that watching 
someone else 
doing it on TV is 
a lot more fun.

It was our 
children’s bath-
room for many 
years before 
they moved 
away, making 
it the perfect candidate for a home 
improvement project. The problem 
was starting it.

That’s always a problem, because 
it is so easy to just postpone it for 
whatever reason. The nature of the 
reason is not as important as having 
the reason.

The bathroom did look kind of 
ghetto. My younger son, Bobby, got 
me to thinking that we really needed 
to do this, by pointing out that we 
really need to do this. So, one day 
I decided to start on it. While I was 
away, Bobby scraped the walls and 
pulled the old linoleum flooring up. 
There was no turning back.

But before you get all excited and 
decide to follow in my footsteps, let 
me point out a few things.

RAMBLINGS

By Josh Patrick
AdviceIQ (TNS)

Sometimes we’re too connected 
to our electronic toys, and that sup-
posed connection interferes with our 
relationships. Undivided attention 
may be rare today, true, but here’s 
a good first step: Put away your cell 
phone.

A recent Microsoft study of 
Canadians revealed that the aver-
age human attention span in 2000 
was 12 seconds; that figure fell to 
only eight seconds in 2013 — one 
second shorter than the attention 
span of a goldfish.

“With news reduced to 140 char-
acters and conversations whittled 
down to emojis (tiny cartoons to 
convey reactions and emotion), how 
is this affecting the way consumers 
see and interact with their worlds?” 
researchers wondered.

First, your spouse hates it when 
you look at your phone at dinner 
— at least my wife does with me. 
My wife is right: I don’t need to 
constantly look at my phone. I can’t 
remember an instance where I didn’t 
look at my phone for a few hours 
then had a major problem.

More business owners than ever 
work through vacations and other 
time off. Isn’t it time you unplugged 
a little? I never heard of a study 
concluding that constant connec-
tion helps your well-being. Even if 
you love what you do, you need to 
disconnect.

You need to take time to really be 

How electronic 
toys affect your 
relationships

Bulletin readers win free TRF tickets for opening weekend
Here are the six lucky winners in the Bulletin’s Texas Renaissance 

Festival Ticket Give-Away Contest. Thanks to all the readers who sent 
in their entry forms.

The county fair
 is coming to town

Check out The Bulletin’s special issue this week and 
save it as your guide to the 2015 Brazoria County Fair.

Name            City  Where they found the Bulletin
Parrish Gayle            Angleton  Dairy Bar, Lake Jackson
Jill Darst            Angleton  Bucees on Hwy. 35
Robert Freshour            West Columbia Whataburger, Lake Jackson
Barbara Kinback             Lake Jackson Chick-Fil-A, Lake Jackson
Darla Cameron             Angleton  Buc-ees (No city given)
James Burris             Lake Jackson G&G Mini Mart, Angleton

Each has been mailed 2 passes to the TRF opening weekend, good for 
one day, either Oct. 10 or 11. Congratulations to all, and have a good time.
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HAVE YOU LEARNED NOTHING SINCE THE LAST TIME? A man 
was sent to prison for five years for robbing a bank in Atlantic City, N.J., 
after which he got out on supervised release. A few months later, he went 
back and robbed the same bank. This time, he could be looking at 20 
years.

YOU FEELIN’ LUCKY? A woman, who was burglarizing a house in 
Colorado, was surprised to see the homeowner, who is a retired police 
officer, holding her at gunpoint.

NO WONDER I COULDN’T GET THEM TO FETCH: A man in 
Jinchang, China, bought two “puppies” from a man who passed through 
his village, and raised the “dogs” for the next two years. Ultimately, the 
animals’ appetites began to grow rapidly, and several times ate chickens 
on his farm. In the end, he realized that they are bears and not dogs as 
he had thought. They have been relocated to a wildlife habitat.

IS THE CUSTOMER ALWAYS RIGHT?  A woman who was upset 
at the price of an item in a department store in Newark, Calif., was not 
satisfied with the discount the store manager offered her. When he had 
a loss prevention officer eject her from the premises, she launched into a 
temper tantrum, throwing herself to the floor and biting him on the leg.

THROW IN A BOTTLE OF WINE, AND MAYBE ... : An adult business 
in Sweden posted an advertisement for “driven and methodical adult ... 
toy testers.” Applicants, the company said, need to have had “previous 
experience ...”

NOW YOU JUST GET SOME REST, SIR: A man with a shotgun went 
into a pharmacy in Red Bay, Ala., took five employees hostage and 
demanded drugs. The pharmacist talked him into letting everyone go but 
her. Then he pulled some chairs together, sat down and fell asleep. She 
got his gun and ran outside where the police were waiting.

SO THAT’S ONE COUNT OF AGGRAVATED TRUCK BORROWING: 
Someone stole a Pennsylvania maintenance truck from the city yard in 
Hollidaysburg, took it on a six-hour joyride, and then returned it in good 
condition.

GREAT! NOW YOU’VE SPOILED IT FOR THE REST OF US: A man 
in China’s Shandong Province used a very large but flimsy plastic bag – 
six feet high and 20 feet long – to steal natural gas from the Zhongyuan 
oil field to use for cooking. It exploded in his back yard, injuring three 
people. Apparently, residents of his village had been stealing natural gas 
in this manner for more than 20 years without incident.

YOU’LL NEVER TAKE ME ALIVE, COPPER! A teenager, who hit 
a parked car in Tampa Bay, Fla., and then fled the scene of the acci-
dent, crashed through a fence and drove his car into a swimming pool. 
Damage was set at about $30,000.

   Drivers/OwnerOps!
Local Work! Home Daily, Ben-

efits! CDL-A, 1yr exp, Great Driving 
record. Sunsetlogistics.com 281-
693-4587 or 888-215-4285

Brazosport College’s Suicide Prevention Symposium on Nov. 6 to focus on training, awareness
Brazosport College will host the 

2015 Brazoria County Suicide Pre-
vention Symposium from 8 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 6 at Gator 
Hall on the Brazosport College 
campus.

The event is sponsored by the 
United Way, the Mental Health Task 
Force of Brazoria County, Brazos-
port College and others.

Symposium registration is $35 
and includes breakfast, lunch and 

6 CEUs. Registration for full-time 
students is $15. The registration 
deadline is Oct. 23. For more 
information about the 2015 Brazoria 
County Suicide Prevention Sympo-
sium, contact Gloria Luna at (979) 
849-9402 or gluna@uwbc.org.

Participants include schools, the 
faith community, law enforcement 
agencies, mental health profession-
als, health professionals, community 
agencies, business professionals 
and interested citizens.

“Effective prevention engages 
people at risk before a suicidal crisis 
occurs,” said Beverly Bernzen, past 

chair of the Texas Suicide Preven-
tion Council. “There are many 
simple things people can do to help 
prevent suicides. You can save the 
number for the Suicide Prevention 
Lifeline in your phone right now, 
1-800-273-TALK (8255). It may help 
you save a life.

With the Suicide Prevention Sym-
posium, local agencies are coming 
together with a goal of inspiring 
people to create an impact in a col-
laborative, coordinated way.

“At UWBC, we actively col-
laborate with community partners 
to address issues that affect this 
county,” said Gloria Luna, Director 
of Community Outreach, United 
Way of Brazoria County. “We’ve 

continually heard about suicide 
rates, and we want to be part of a 
solution and a healthier community.”

The symposium will also fea-
ture passionate presenters and 
prevention programs. Among the 
presenters scheduled to appear 
are Dr. Tom Ellis, Menninger Clinic 
senior psychologist; Jennifer Battle, 
LMSW, Harris Center HelpLine 
Director; and Murphy Roland, Texas 
Community Coordinator for Army 
One, SCSC. Bernzen, LCSW, and 
others will teach participants basic 
community suicide prevention skills. 
The symposium will spotlight local 
high school and college students 
currently engaged in prevention 
efforts.
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Why not try advertising in The Bulletin? If you are running 
ads somewhere else, you are paying more. You have nothing 
to lose and perhaps a lot to gain. Call (979) 849-5407 today to 
place an ad and realize the savings.

Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Brontosaurus stamp flap
Q.  When the United States 

Postal Service (USPS) issued 
its new “Brontosaurus” stamp 
in 1989, it came under criticism 
from the Smithsonian Institute 
and others.  What was the issue?

A.  The Institute accused the 
USPS of favoring “cartoon nomen-
clature to scientific nomenclature” in 
rejecting the correct name “Apato-
saurus” (deceptive lizard) -- dating 
back to the 1970s -- for “Brontosau-
rus” (thunder lizard), says Michael 
Balter in “Science” magazine.  

Recently, paleontologist Emanuel 
Tschopp weighed in on the matter 
with his “dinosaur-sized study,” the 
most comprehensive one to date 
of the family tree Diplodocidae, 
to which both of these monstrous 
beasts belong.  In examining 80 
skeletons and 477 skeletal features, 
Tschopp found that “USPS got it 
right”:  these plant-eating dinos with 
their distinctive long necks and tails 
differed from Apatosaurus “in at 
least a dozen key characters across 
the skeleton” and possessed some 
features that Apatosaurus lacked. 
His conclusion: These differences 
are enough for Brontosaurus to 
have its own name.

As paleobiologist Philip Mannion 
sums it up:  “Brontosaurus has a 

prominent place in the public imagi-
nation.  It can only be a good thing 
that it is back with us...  It shows 
that science develops through time 
and that it’s possible to change our 
minds, even about long-held views.”

Dollars for seconds?
Q.  How many really big num-

bers are you sitting on?  Did you 
know that you were a millionaire 
last year?  And are you over age 
33?

A. Each day you live there are 24 
hours, times 60 minutes per hour 
times 60 seconds per minute, for 
86,400 seconds per day.  Multiply-
ing 86,400 seconds per day times 
365 days per year yields 31,536,000 
seconds in each of your years:  You 
are an annual seconds millionaire. 
And if you’re at least 33 years of 
age, you become a seconds bil-
lionaire.

Now if you’re lucky enough to 
live to be 100, you clock a total of 
3,153,600,000.  And if you’re fantas-
tically lucky (emphasis on “fantasy”) 
to have a dollar for every second 
of your long life, you’d be a very 
wealthy multi-billionaire indeed.

Talking with your hands
Q. Why do we gesture as we 

talk?

A. Gestures not only help us 
transmit our thoughts to others 
but they help us formulate those 
thoughts, says psychologist David 
McNeill as reported by Arika Okrent 
in “Mental Floss” magazine.  So 
profound are gestures that people 
use them even if they’ve never seen 
them before:  people who have 
been blind since birth do gesturing.  
And people gesture to someone on 
the phone even though the other 
person can’t see them do so. “When 
speech is disrupted -- by stutter-
ing for example -- so is gesturing,” 
Okrent adds.

When there’s a mismatch 
between gestures and speech, it 
can be a valuable tipoff as to the 
underlying mental processes.  For 
example, as psychologist Susan 
Goldin-Meadow discovered in 
her research, when children until 
about age 7 are given a tall glass 
and a shorter, wider one with the 
same amount of water, they think 
that the shorter glass contains less 
water.  “When asked to explain their 
reasoning, some children will say, 
‘This one is shorter,’ while gesturing 
that the glass is wider..., showing 
they subconsciously grasp that both 
dimensions are important.  Teach-
ers who can spot these mismatches 
can tell when a student is ready to 
understand the relationship between 
height, width and volume.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)
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History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Oct. 5: ON THIS DATE in 1947, 
President Truman delivered the 
first televised address from the 
White House. In 1962, the Beatles’ 
first hit record, “Love Me Do,” was 
released in the United Kingdom.

Oct. 6: ON THIS DATE in 1889, 
Thomas Edison showed his first 
motion picture. In 1973, the Yom 
Kippur War began as Syria and 
Egypt attacked Israel on one of the 
Jewish nation’s holiest days.

Oct. 7: ON THIS DATE in 1963, 
Hurricane Flora killed more than 
7,000 people in Haiti and the 
Dominican Republic. In 1985, Pal-
estinian terrorists seized the Italian 
cruise liner Achille Lauro, killing 
a wheelchair-bound American 
passenger before surrendering in 
Egypt.

Oct. 8: ON THIS DATE in 1871, 
the Great Chicago Fire erupted, 
killing as many as 300 people over 
nearly three days and destroying 
3.3 square miles of the city, leaving 
more than 100,000 people home-
less. In 1956, Don Larsen of the 
New York Yankees pitched the first 
and - to date - only perfect game in 
World Series history.

Oct. 9: ON THIS DATE in 1000, 
Norse explorer Leif Ericson landed 
on a spot in North America that he 
called “Vinland,” which may have 

been Newfoundland or somewhere 
in New England. In 1967, Latin 
American guerrilla leader Che Gue-
vara was executed while attempting 
to incite revolution in Bolivia.

Oct. 10: ON THIS DATE in 1845, 
U.S. Naval Academy was founded 
at Annapolis, Md. In 1975, Eliza-
beth Taylor married fellow actor 
Richard Burton for the second time; 
it was her sixth marriage overall to 
date.

Oct. 11: ON THIS DATE in 1776, 
American forces led by Gen. Bene-
dict Arnold suffered heavy losses in 
a naval battle on Lake Champlain 
during the U.S. Revolutionary War 
but managed to stall the British. In 
1975, NBC’s “Saturday Night Live” 
made its debut.

Answer to last week’s ques-
tion: This week in 1586, Mary 
Queen of Scots went on trial for 
conspiracy against English Queen 
Elizabeth I, whose throne Mary 
once had claimed with the support 
of many English Catholics. After 
more than 18 years in custody, 
Mary was executed on orders of 
her rival.

This week’s question: Who was 
the baseball player nicknamed “Mr. 
October,” who hit three consecu-
tive home runs in the 1977 World 
Series, in which the New York 
Yankees beat the Los Angeles 
Dodgers?

Port Freeport is pleased to welcome Jason Miura to 
the Port Freeport Team as the Director of Business and 
Economic Development.

 Jason brings to Port Freeport 10 years of combined 
experience in the maritime shipping industry, marine 
logistics and project management.  His experience has 
been acquired through both operational and commer-
cial roles.  

He earned a BBA from University of Houston with a 
concentration in Finance as well as having completed 

the Export-Import Theory, Practices and Procedures 
course at Kingwood College.  

Miura also holds the Association of Ship Brokers and 
Agents Certifications in Commercial Trade Transactions, 
Maritime Law for Shipbrokers and Agents and Ship 
Brokering and Chartered Vessel Operations.

 Port Freeport Commissioner’s Chairman Ravi Sing-
hania said “we, the Commissioners welcome Jason’s 
motivation, energy and commitment to our Port Freeport 
Team.”

 Miura brings his marine experience to Port Freeport  

ACC Baseball/Softball Dinner set for Oct.16
The Alvin Community College 

baseball and softball teams will host 
the 10th annual Athletics Dinner and 
Auction fundraiser on Friday, Oct. 
16, at the ACC Gym.

Proceeds from the barbecue 
dinner and auction will go towards 
scholarships, facility improvements 
and upgrades for player equipment.

The silent and live auctions will 
include sports memorabilia from 
sports legends, tickets to area pro 
sports teams, gift baskets and more.

While the live auction will begin 
in the evening, bidders can come 
to the gym and place bids on silent 
auction items starting at 10 a.m.

Tickets are $25 each or $350 to 

sponsor a table of eight and can be 
purchased at ACC in the College 
Store, F-109 in the Gym and at the 
door of the event. 

They can also be purchased 
online at the ACC Marketplace at 
www.alvincollege.edu.

Call softball coach Rudi Cantu at 
(281) 756-3696 or baseball coach 
Jason Shcreiber at (281) 702-0735.



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   October 6, 2015    THE BULLETIN  Page 5

(This column was prepared by the Social Security Administration. For fast answers 
to specific Social Security questions, contact Social Security toll-free at 800-772-
1213 or visit www.socialsecurity.gov.)

Can I apply for benefits online?
SOCIAL SECURITY Q&A

Q: My neighbor said he applied for Social Security retirement 
benefits online. Can you really apply for retirement without traveling 
to an office?

A: Yes, you can! And, what’s more exciting, it’s the easiest, fastest, and 
most convenient way to apply for retirement benefits. Our secure website 
makes it simple, allowing you to apply for retirement benefits in as little as 
15 minutes. You can get started now at www.socialsecurity.gov/applyon-
line .

Q: What is the earliest age I can begin receiving Social Security 
retirement benefits?

A: The earliest age you can begin receiving Social Security retire-
ment benefits is age 62. If you decide to receive benefits before your full 
retirement age, which for most people is age 66 or 67, you will receive a 
reduced benefit. Keep in mind you will not be able to receive Medicare 
coverage until age 65, even if you decide to retire at an earlier age. For 
more information, go to www.socialsecurity.gov/retire .

FREE SOCIALS
For people with stroke, 

Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s

979-849-5051

Tues., Oct. 6 ~ 11am-3pm
St. Jerome

 Clute
Wed., Oct. 7 ~ 10am-2pm

Alvin Lutheran
Alvin

A Commemorative 50th Anniver-
sary Vietnam Quilt sponsored by 
Fort Velasco Chapter, DAR is cur-
rently on display in the foyer of the 
new Dow Texas Innovation Center 
in Lake Jackson. 

The quilt is in honor of the 50th 
Anniversary of the Vietnam War and 
dedicated to all persons civilian and 
military that served in the Vietnam 
Conflict 1955 – 1975. 

Commemorative 50th Anniversary Vietnam Quilt on display at Dow Innovation Center
Thanks are due to Richard 

Walker, Sr., who is the facilities 
manager, Global Corporate Ser-
vices of CBRE, and Brian Mears, 
assistant building manager. CBRE 
is the owner of the building and has 
graciously allowed the quilt to be 
displayed there for an entire month 
beginning Sept. 25.

The next displayed location for 
the quilt will be announced, and 
then the quilt will be shown during 
a reception for veterans at the 
Lake Jackson VA Clinic in Novem-
ber before being donated to The 
Fisher House on the grounds of 
the VA Medical Center in Houston 
in December, where it will find its 
permanent home.

 Donations are being accepted to 
cover the cost of the quilt and rental 
of the display frames. The research, 
design and piecing of the quilt was 

done by Cathy Dobbins Wright, 
quilting done by Amelia Poore-Bone 
and pictures by the Blueline Print 
Shop.

Hanging and display of the quilt 

was organized by Linda Viñas, DAR 
Service for Veterans, Fort Velasco 
Committee Chairman. For more 
information, contact Linda at (979) 
236-0040.

Left to right in photo: Linda Vinas, Brian Mears, Cathy Wright, Susan 
Chappell, Andrea Jones, and Richard Walker.
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Forgiveness, not revenge, is the only 
way to true peace

My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

1205 E. MULBERRY ST. ANGLETON

STARTING AT 11:00AM

AWARD WINNING BBQ
MADE FROM SCRATCH DAILY

ALL YOU CAN EAT

ONLY   14.99
--RIBS--

SATURDAYS - DINE IN ONLY

$

DINE-IN • TAKE-OUT • DRIVE-THRU
WWW.MYWILDWESTBBQ.COM

(979) 864-3666

Q: Is it wrong to get back at 
someone who’s hurt you? A 
friend said some very hurtful 
things about me recently, and 
now I’ve found out something 
about her that would really 
embarrass her if I revealed it. My 
husband says to forget it, but I 
can’t. - Mrs. M. McN.

A: What you really want is 
revenge, and revenge is one of 
the most devastating sins we can 
ever commit. Throughout history, 
the hunger for revenge has caused 
wars, broken up families, and 
led to untold misery for countless 
millions. 

No wonder the Bible says, “Do 
not seek revenge or bear a grudge 
against anyone among your 
people, but love your neighbor as 
yourself” (Leviticus 19:18).

Why is revenge so damaging? 
One reason is because it never 
solves anything. In fact, one act 

of revenge almost always leads 
to another, and then another and 
another. To put it another way, two 
wrongs never make a right. What 
your friend did was wrong, but strik-
ing back at her won’t result in any-
thing good. In addition, your desire 
for revenge only creates anger and 
bitterness in your heart, and these 
are like a deadly drug, poisoning 
your soul.

Instead, I urge you to commit this 
situation -- and your whole life -- to 
God. Ask Him to show this person 
the wrongness of what she did and 
take away her desire to hurt others. 
Pray, too, for yourself, asking Christ 
to forgive your sins and to fill you 
with His love. Jesus said, “Love your 
enemies, do good to those who hate 
you ... pray for those who mistreat 
you” (Luke 6:27-28).

In addition, ask God to help you 
see others the way He sees them, 
and to treat them with His love and 
compassion and grace. This is the 
path to true peace.

Scientists say water still flows on Mars, life possible
By Amina Khan
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

It’s one of the most intriguing 
questions in science: Could life exist 
on Mars today?

Yes, quite possibly.

Scientists using observations 
from NASA’s Mars Reconnaissance 
Orbiter said they’ve found powerful 
evidence that briny water routinely 
flows on the Martian surface.

This particular water source is so 

salty that it would likely be too harsh 
for life as we know it, scientists 
said. But the revelation, described 
in the journal Nature Geoscience, 
strengthens the potential for life on 
our rust-hued neighbor — not just 
during its wetter past, but also its 
arid present, experts said.

“It suggests that it would be pos-
sible for there to be life today on 
Mars,” said John Grunsfeld, associ-
ate administrator of NASA’s Science 
Mission Directorate in Washington, 
D.C.

Researchers haven’t spied 
the water directly. Instead, they 
detected hydrated salts that wax 
and wane in a pattern that serves as 
a smoking gun for liquid water.

“This is the first time we’ve found 
flowing water on a planet that’s not 
ours,” said study lead author Lujen-
dra Ojha, a planetary scientist and 
Ph.D. candidate at Georgia Tech.

Ashwin Vasavada, project scien-
tist for the Curiosity rover at NASA’s 
Jet Propulsion Laboratory, called the 
discovery exciting but not surprising.

“What seemed really unbeliev-
able 10 years ago — that Mars has 
modern, liquid water — has slowly 
become more and more an expecta-
tion,” said Vasavada, who was not 
involved in the research. “And to 
have the evidence that that team 
found today is fantastic.”

Eating beef can be  
dangerous in India 
 Los Angeles Times, (TNS)

MUMBAI, India — A mob killed 
a 50-year-old Muslim man and 
severely wounded his 22-year-old 
son in a northern Indian village over 
allegations they had eaten beef, 
which is anathema to conservative 
Hindus, police said Wednesday.

Mohammad Akhlaq and his 
son, Danish, were dragged out of 
their house and beaten with bricks 
Monday night, family said. Rumors 
that they had eaten and were 
storing cow meat were reportedly 
spread at a Hindu temple near their 
village of Dadri, about 30 miles out-
side the capital, New Delhi. Police 
said they had arrested six suspects 
and were searching for at least four 
others. Danish Akhlaq was report-
edly battling for his life at a hospital 
with injuries to his head and chest.
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‘Mattress Mack’ will be  featured speaker at the Angleton Exchange Club luncheon Nov. 5
“Mattress Mack” will be the 

featured speaker at the Exchange 
Club of Angleton’s 13th annual “One 
Nation Under God” Luncheon from 

11:30 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Thurs-
day Nov. 5, 
at the First 
Presbyterian 
Church of 
Angleton fel-
lowship hall.  

Tickets 
are $20.  All 

proceeds go to the club’s local 
efforts.  Due to limited seating, 
tickets should be purchased in 
advance.  They are available at 
Angleton Chamber, Brazoria County 
Economic Development Alliance, 
Brazoria County Precinct 1 Offices 
in Clute, Brazoria County Tax Office 
in Angleton, and any Exchange Club 

of Angleton member, or by calling 
(979) 864-1838.

Jim “Mattress Mack” McIngvale 
started Gallery Furniture with 
$5,000 and his own pickup truck 
after a potential investor did not 
follow through with a proposed loan.  
Initially, he did fairly well. But when 
the oil industry took a turn for the 
worse, he found his business slow-
ing dramatically. 

Taking the last $10,000 to his 
name, Mattress Mack invested 
in local television commercials in 
1983.  “I was doing an ad, and I 
was frustrated,” said McIngvale. 
He continued, “I couldn’t come up 
with a punch line. Finally, I pulled 
some money out of my pocket and 
yelled, ‘Gallery Furniture saves you 
money!’”

The phrase caught on and has 
become well known throughout the 

greater Houston community. Gal-
lery Furniture, established in 1981, 
has been consistently ranked in 
Furniture Today’s Top 100 Furni-
ture Retailers for some time and 
currently ranks as the Sales-per-
Square-Foot leader for independent 
retailers in the United States. The 
store has around $200 million in 
sales per year. 

McIngvale engages in a number 
of charitable projects.  He has a 
goal to refurnish, redesign, and 
revitalize the more than 130 USO 
Centers around the world, and has 
become a USO Worldwide Strategic 
Partner Sponsor.  For 30 years, 
Gallery Furniture has been holding 
its annual Christmas Giveaway, out-
fitting needy Houston area families’ 
homes with brand new furniture. 
For the 30th anniversary of this 
tradition, 30 families received all 

new furniture, delivered by Gallery 
Furniture. A well-known philanthro-
pist in the Houston area, McIngvale 
brings a sense of urgency, decency 
and caring to all of the projects and 
people he supports both through 
Gallery Furniture and personally. 

“The Exchange Club of Angle-
ton is very excited to have Mr. 
McIngvale present our program this 

year.  It is an honor for our club to 
host such a distinguished gentle-
man”, stated club president Robert 
Worley, acting President/CEO of the 
Economic Development Alliance of 
Brazoria County. 

 November is National Exchange 
Club One Nation Under God Month.  
The Exchange Club of Angleton 
holds this luncheon each year.
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Brazosport College art instructor Jackson Zorn, left, and Brazosport 
College Director of Library Services Cassie Bruner pose in front of 
Zorn’s artwork, “When Wendy Grew Up,” recently in the BC Library. 
Zorn created the piece specifically for the library this past summer. 
The artwork, which was unveiled during a reception at the BC Library, 
is located in the children’s area of the library and features text from 
the final chapter of J.M. Barrie’s popular book, “Peter Pan.” For more 
information about the Brazosport College Library, call (979) 230-3310, or 
visit www.brazosport.edu/library.

Brazosport College instructor creates 
colorful artwork for college library

New and bigger Heart of Angleton

Sunset is better when accompanied by the new Heart of Angleton, 
recently installed by the bypass, off Loop 274 and Magnolia St.
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• These projects take longer 
than the 30-minute shows on DIY 
or HGTV. The average completion 
time of a project on those shows is 
23 minutes (taking out the com-
mercials). Your real life project could 
drag on a bit, depending on what 
else is happening, like a good game 
on TV.

• While others may urge you to 

get started,  chances are that only 
one person will see the project to 
completion – in this case, me.

• When working on the bathroom 
and reaching a point where it is 
unusable, you better hope that noth-
ing happens to the other bathroom.

• During the duration of the proj-
ect, you may spend as much time 
looking for tools you just put down 
somewhere as on the actual project.

• If you don’t know what some-
thing is called, chances are the guy 
at the big box store won’t know it 
either (If you have to  go there when 
the local hardware store is closed.)

• Consuming adult beverages 
makes the painting of the walls by 
the ceiling really interesting. You 
may have to also repaint a perfectly 
good ceiling. Just kidding.

• Drywall repairs don’t turn out 
perfectly, like on TV. But it’s good 

enough. The towel will cover up the 
imperfections.

• That fancy new faucet’s drain 
pipe won’t fit. First you find a  $30 
contraption that may or may not 
work, and then you hit a homerun 
with a drain pipe extender for $2.99.

• The project is never really 
finished after you finish. There is 
always something you will notice 
that will need fixing.

• And you’ll just let it go, like I did.
“Wow, dad, this looks good. It’s 

like one of those fancy hotel bath-
rooms,” said the son. 

“Now we need to do the rest of 
the house,” said the wife. She is 
right, but not now. That’s another 
show – that one is in a commercial 
break right now.

My hands are dirty. I better go 
wash them in the other bathroom. 
This one is too nice.

A real-life home improvement project tale
(Continued from Page 1)

Archeological 
Lecture Series 
at county musem 
begins Oct. 8

Discover the wonder of archeol-
ogy, from the recently found site of 
Clovis culture artifacts in Kingwood 
to exploring the depths of Under-
water Archeology with State Marine 
Archeologist Amy Borgens.  

The Brazoria County Historical 
Museum, 100 East Cedar Angleton, 
will kick-off its Archeological Lecture 
Series in recognition of Texas 
Archeology month, Thursday, Oct. 
8, with Dub Wilson.

Wilson will speak on the traits of 
the Clovis as well as on the artifacts 
recovered from the Timber Fawn 
site. The recently discovered site 
in Kingwood has revealed over 24 
artifacts that date back 13,000 BC. 
The site marks the earliest known 
occupation by humans in the area.

Upcoming lectures include: 
acclaimed Texas archeologist, 
historian and author Dr. Gregg Dim-
mick on Oct. 15, paleoethnobotanist 
Leslie Bush on Oct. 22, and State 
Marine Archeologist Amy Borgens 
on Oct. 29.

The Archeology Lecture Series 
is free and open to the public. 
For more information, please visit 
www.bchm.org, or call (979) 297-
1570.

Did you know?
Hurricane Gilbert (September 

1988), although one of the most 
powerful Atlantic storms of the 20th 
century (Category 5 with 318 deaths 
and over $3 billion in damage), 
never made U.S. landfall, but 
spawned tornadoes, wind gusts and 
high tides affecting Texas.
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Look for us on 
Facebook

with other people. You might find 
your business endlessly fascinating, 
but do your spouse, close friends 
and loved ones?

Sure, I sometimes obsess about 
a new project, telling myself that 
my incessant interest will go on just 
for a few days and then I’ll back off. 
Problem is, another project always 
follows.

More than one business owner 
lost a marriage because he or she 
didn’t find time for the spouse. Be 
aware of this danger and make 
time for other things you and your 
spouse can do together.

The world won’t end if you don’t 
answer email for a few hours. I 
admit this can be tough: I often 
feel that one reason people like 
working with me is because I’m 
very responsive and answer emails 
quickly. Nevertheless, I’m at the 
point where I know I can be off line 
for a few days and the world keeps 
spinning.

Set limits with those who like to 
contact you after business hours. 
Too bad my sister-in-law never 
learned this lesson. She worked for 
a national company, and every time 
we visited she spent a lot of time 
working on business while she was 
supposedly on vacation.

Then I found that many times 
I let others set my agenda, even 
during hours when I was to spend 
time with friends and family.

Beyond missing out on fun, 
your brain and body simply need 
the break. Today’s world makes 
working all of the time easy. I think 
that if you follow this schedule too 
long, you might just end up like me 

— in a hospital trying to get rid of 
rampaging cancer.

Find time to meditate and real 
conversations with friends. And 
most important, turn off your phone 

at dinner.
ABOUT THE WRITER
Josh Patrick is a founding princi-

pal of Stage 2 Planning Partners in 
South Burlington, Vt.

(Continued from Page 1)

How electronic toys affect your relationships

Republican conservatives train sights on McConnell
McClatchy Washington Bureau (TNS)

WASHINGTON — Now that 
House Speaker John Boehner has 
decided to quit Congress, Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell 
has become the new Public Enemy 
No. 1 of dissatisfied conservatives.

“Next guy in the cross hairs is 
probably going to be McConnell,” 
Rep. Matt Salmon, R-Ariz., texted 
Friday after Boehner announced 
that he’ll leave Congress.

Hard-line House Republicans, 
tea party groups, and several 
conservative interest groups viewed 

Boehner, R-Ohio, as an impediment 
to their agenda, and soft when it 
came to dealing with congressional 
Democrats and President Barack 
Obama.

They view McConnell, R-Ky., as 
too reluctant to amend long-stand-
ing Senate rules to muscle through 
conservative-backed legislation.

But, unlike Boehner, McConnell 
isn’t going isn’t going anywhere 
anytime soon. While there’s anger 
toward the majority leader among 
several House Republicans, tea 
party organizations, conservative 

interest groups and voters, he has 
the strong backing of a Senate 
Republican caucus that has unani-
mously elected him majority and 
minority leader five times.

“As someone who’s in constant 
contact with our members, it’s clear 
leader McConnell has overwhelm-
ing support within the conference,” 
said Senate Majority Whip John 
Cornyn, R-Texas.

Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., 
speaking Monday on MSNBC’s 
“Morning Joe,” said “there’s no 
chance” of McConnell being ousted.
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Snapchat gets 4 
billion video views, 
challenging Facebook
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

In just three months, Snapchat has doubled the 
number of video views it gets per day to 4 billion, 
a spokeswoman for the social media app said.

That puts Snapchat on equal footing with social 
media giant Facebook, which announced it hit 4 
billion daily video views in the first quarter of this 
year.

Snapchat’s newest numbers, which were first 
reported by the International Business Times, are 
being driven by the popularity of its “Live Stories” 
feature, which curates clips from around the 
world.

Snapchat’s founder and chief executive, Evan 
Spiegel, told Bloomberg in May that the company 
was generating 2 billion views a day.

The numbers will boost Snapchat’s bottom line 
as advertisers gravitate toward the app’s millen-
nial audience.

Snapchat has raised over $1 billion, implying a 
valuation of about $16 billion.

Google launches 
Street View app with 
360-degree images
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Google is retiring its Photo Sphere Camera 
app on iOS and the Street View feature from the 
Google Maps app on Android in favor of a new 
app for both operating systems: the Street View 
app.

The tech giant announced the standalone app 
will let people explore collections of 360-degree 
panorama photos of locations (both interior and 
exterior), and make their own contributions to 
public photo galleries.

Users can snap 360-degree “spherical” photos 
directly from their Android phone or iPhone, or 
use a dedicated 360-degree camera such as the 
Ricoh Theta S or NCTech iris360. 

They can then geotag the images and upload 
them directly to Google Maps. Other users can 
then view those images when they tap on a map 
location within the app.

“In one gallery, you can explore Street View 
collections and content from Google Maps 
alongside photo spheres contributed from people 
around the globe,” said a product manager at 
Google Maps, Charles Armstrong. “So whether 
you want to track the Loch Ness monster in 
Scotland, scale the famed rock wall El Capitan 
in Yosemite, or hike Mt. Fuji, the Street View app 
has you covered.”

To combat inappropriate content that often 
goes hand-in-hand with user-generated content, 
the app will have a feature that lets users report 
problems.
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ACC Drama presents 
‘Getting Sara Married’

The Alvin Community College 
Drama Department will begin 
performances of Sara Getting Mar-
ried starting on Oct. 10 at the ACC 
Theatre.

The fall production is a play writ-
ten by Sam Bobrick and is about 
a woman who tries to find love for 
her 30-something lawyer niece by 
forcibly bringing a potential suitor to 
her home.

“Getting Sara Married, is a slightly 
off-beat romantic comedy, with an 
emphasis on the comedy,” ACC 
Drama Chair Dr. Jay Burton said.

Performances on Oct. 10 and 15-
17 will be at 7:30 p.m. There will be 
a 2:30 p.m. performance on Oct. 11. 
Tickets are $7.

To learn more about the audi-
tions for the upcoming produc-
tions or to purchase tickets, visit 
www.alvincollege.edu/drama. You 
can also learn more by calling (281) 
756-3606.

Will VW owners voluntarily take their cars in for recall repairs?
By Ian Ayres
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Hundreds of thousands of 
Volkswagen diesel cars on the 
road in the United States with 
“defeat devices” are spewing 10 
to 40 times the allowed amount of 
nitrogen oxide into the air — and 
will never be repaired. Because 
most recalls are optional, many 
owners won’t bother to comply.

From 2000 to 2008, the Gov-
ernment Accountability Office 
found on average that about 30 
percent of defects were not fixed 
within 18 months of a recall. 

For some recalls, the failure-to-

fix rate rose above 70 percent.
Volkswagen diesel owners are 

particularly likely to forgo repair 
of the emission problem because 
the solution will actually reduce 
their cars’ fuel efficiency.

Sure, in the abstract, VW 
owners care that nitrogen oxide 
is linked to serious respiratory 
problems, including emphysema. 
But the concrete hassles and 
certain miles-per-gallon deg-
radation make it easier for the 
manufacturer’s recall notice to 
slip their minds.

To increase cooperation rates, 
Volkswagen could compensate 

only those owners who have 
repaired their cars. What’s more, 
the federal government could 
make it harder for owners to keep 
driving faulty vehicles. Some 
states will not allow a car to pass 
its emissions test if it has not 
completed all emission-related 
recalls; the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration could 
mandate that all states follow suit.

The Volkswagen scandal pres-
ents the U.S. with an opportunity 
to revise its recall regulations 
more generally. When I failed 
to take in my Prius to repair a 
sudden-acceleration defect, I 
wasn’t just putting my family 
at risk; I was also endangering 
other people that my accelerating 
car might hit. Yet nothing in our 
current law stops me from driving 
a car with a well-known safety 
defect year after year.

With today’s technology, it 
should not be difficult to block 
owners from reselling or reinsur-
ing cars that have not received 
recall repairs. Dealerships should 
have the right to complete any 
outstanding recall repairs when-
ever a car is brought into a shop 
— without asking the owner’s 
permission. 
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Band aid
4 “Lohengrin” soprano
8 High-priced
13 Saint-Tropez sea
14 Chicken (out)
15 Wildly impulsive
17 Well-worn, as comfy shoes
19 “Finito!”
20 Stretches on the road
21 Inventor Nikola

23 Director who sued Spike TV for 
using his name
24 British prep school
25 University of North Carolina city
27 Fives and tens
29 Clueless
30 Lennon’s love
32 Door fasteners
35 TV radio station
39 Firehouse crews
43 Rural road sign silhouette

44 Shellac ingredient
45 Insect egg
46 Not a pretty fruit
49 Surprise for the taste buds
51 Relaxing soak
56 Almost closed
59 Pee Wee Reese’s number
60 “Chasing Pavements” singer
61 English class lesson
62 Like a plum tomato
64 Lead singer, and a hint to the 
beginning of 17-, 25-, 39- and 51-
Across
66 Royal residence
67 Apple product
68 Gift-wrapping time, often
69 Hinged entrances
70 Beantown hockey great
71 Do needlework

DOWN
1 Carefree pace
2 Reason for a raise
3 Virtual coupon, briefly
4 Farm ladies
5 Civil Rights Memorial architect
6 Will of “I Am Legend”
7 Sleep lab study
8 Looks pleased
9 Wrapped cantina food
10 Baseball Hall of Famer Roush
11 Bad bacteria
12 Science fair judges, e.g.
16 Orange coat
18 Hawaii’s __ Coast
22 Some jerks
25 Burn a bit
26 Gibson’s “Bird on a Wire” co-star
28 “__ Will Be Loved”: Maroon 5 hit
30 Word with country or world
31 “You wish, laddie!”
33 Writer on scrolls
34 Usher’s creator
36 Nickname for LeBron
37 Outdoor gear brand
38 L.A. clock setting
40 Shellac
41 Nitty-gritty
42 “Wheel of Fortune” purchase
47 Carom
48 Ibex resting places
50 Political cartoonist Thomas
51 Cartoon flapper
52 Put away, as groceries
53 “Twilight” heroine
54 Michael Caine role
55 U. of Maryland team
57 Tequila source
58 Make one’s Fortune last longer?
61 Counterclockwise arrow function
63 Cereal grass
65 “Alley __”
(c)2015 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
GOAT  DEER  LION  PUMA  MOLE  BEAR  WOLF  LYNX  BOAR  MULE
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: LISLE  SANDY  GENDER  HIATUS
Answer: When the hippie got a G.I. haircut, he was -- “DIS-TRESSED”

Tribune Content Agency
ARIES (March 21-April 19): 

Follow the yellow brick road. Stick-
ing to a tried and true path, rather 
than exploring on your own, will get 
you to your destination safely in the 
week to come. The Full Moon in 
your sign offers key insights.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): This 
Full Moon may place attention on 
your health and work. In the week 
ahead, you may take a long hard 
look at key friendships. It’s not what 
you can do for your friends, but 
what your friends can do for you.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Your 

intuitions can hit the nail right on 
the head. You may feel more in 
tune with family members or have 
opportunities to grow closer to 
others in the week ahead. Accentu-
ate networking or appear in public 
venues.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 

Everything is not what it seems. 
You might be lulled into thinking 
that something is desirable and 
worthy in the week ahead. Today’s 
Full Moon might light up that part of 
your life associated with family or 
career.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Money 
may bring you peace of mind. As 
this month’s lunar cycle approaches 
a peak, you may add up recent 
costs, but at the same time recall 
the joy of acquisition. Think of 
ingenious ways to overhaul your 
finances.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
Friendships pave the road to 
abundance. You’ll receive ample 
assistance if you have a genuine 
need. In the week ahead, you will 
find a perfect opportunity to put 
crucial plans into motion if you 
remain alert.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): All the 
world’s a stage. Cliches aside, you 
may be placed in the spotlight by 
a partner, coworker or friend who 
thinks you’re more talented and 
capable than you really are. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Put pet purposes to the test. As 
this week unfolds, you can make a 
grand success of anything that’s a 

genuinely worthy goal. Unswerving 
devotion to reaching your objectives 
is likely to fill your pockets.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): You’ll get by with a little help 
from your friends. In the week 
ahead, you may find yourself in a 
virtual strait jacket when dealing 
with authority figures. You won’t get 
ahead without following the rules.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
What you see isn’t always what you 
get. In the week to come you may 
realize that recognition isn’t all it is 
cracked up to be as it may entail 
added obligations. The Full Moon 
may bring your aspirations into 
sharp focus.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Analyze your daily habits. You may 
think you end up having little to 
show for your efforts. If you work 
your fingers to the bone, you may 
simply finish the day with bony 
fingers. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Knowledge is power. You can feel 
sure of yourself in any situation 
because you have the answers on 
the tip of your tongue. This week, 
you can discuss a wide range of 
imaginative ideas with exciting 
people.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

Bulletin  Horoscope
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