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Blowing 
my horn

FREE
GEE-WHIZ!

Next week: Are 
you ready for the 

Brazoria County Fair?

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

Every now and then I am 
amazed how product manufac-
turers overlook the most obvious 
things to make it less hassle for 
the consumer

A while back, I was minding 
my own business at 3 a.m., fast 
asleep, when I got a phone call. 
By the time I was able to wake 
up and get to the phone, the 

caller hung 
up. It was a 
neighbor.

Then I 
realized that 
there is a 
steady noise 
outside, Not 
too loud, but 
noticeable in 

the bedroom. I then went outside 
to investigate.

The noise was a car horn. 
The car was parked closer to 
my neighbor’s bedroom window 
than my house. My Cadillac 
horns can be really loud when 
they all go off at the same time.

It was obvious that the Cadil-
lac was having a horn problem. 
It wasn’t an intermittent burst 
that would be part of the security 
system, but just a straight, solid, 
never-ending horn.

The reason the car was 
parked closer to the neighbor’s 
house is because I was mowing 
the lawn in the lot next to my 
house, and I moved it there.

Anyway, the closer I got to the 
car, the louder the horn became, 
and no matter what I did, it 
would not go off. I finally pulled 
the battery cable, and that shut 
it down.

Then I went to the Internet 
machine and tried to find an 
answer as to why my car turned 
on me like that.

One of the neighbors called 

RAMBLINGS

Professor bang
Professor Byron L. Bennett 

got a little surprise recently while 
teaching a class at Idaho State 
University. The handgun stuck in 
his pocket discharged and shot 
him in the foot. The story made 
news all over the world because 
it is sort of embarrassing. But it 
could have been worse, profes-
sor, if you know what we mean. 

Yummy socks
The 3-yeard-old Great Dane 

wasn’t feeling too well, so the 
owners took him to a Portland 
animal hospital, where the 
doctors cut him open, removed 
43 socks, sewed him together 
and released him the next day. 
Apparently the poor dog had a 
fetish for dirty socks. The owners 
did not want any publicity, but the 
hospital did enter the dog’s plight 
in a contest -- and lost. The 
winner was an exotic frog that 
ate 30 small ornamental rocks in 
its cage.

Conception scam
Panayiotis Zavos may be 

selling his company, Zavos 
Diagnostic Laboratories, Inc. for 
a good price, now that he has 
pleaded guilty to selling a con-
ception kit that doesn’t work. The 
company made $290,000 selling 
women who could not conceive 
a product promoted to make that 
possible. Women who bought 
into this probably didn’t check 
out Zavos’ previous project, to 
try to clone a human being. That 
didn’t work, either. Zavos tried 
to prove that the conception kit 
works by trying to impregnate 
with it a 62-year-old woman. It 
didn’t work.

October is 
National 

Breast Cancer
Awareness 

Month
See special pages inside on how women and 
men can help prevent or defeat this disease

96% of women who find and treat cancer 
early will be cancer-free after 5 years 
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I SEE NOW THAT I WAS WRONG TO DO THIS: A homeowner was 
sleeping in his Georgetown, Texas, home, when he saw the beam of a 
flashlight and realized a burglar had broken in. The homeowner, a partic-
ularly formidable-looking man, got a weapon and confronted the intruder. 
“I have a tattoo of the grim reaper, my hair is sticking up all crazy and I’m 
naked,” he said. “I’m not sure if he was more afraid of me or the gun.” 
The burglar apologized and jumped out a first-floor window.

SURPRISE, SURPRISE, SURPRISE! Three teenagers, out on a 
burglary spree, tried to break into a parked car in St. Petersburg, Fla., as 
they didn’t notice that an undercover police detective was sitting inside 
watching them. Arrests ensued.

O.K., WHO ORDERED THE PEPPERONI? A young man, in custody 
for shoplifting and public intoxication in Corbin, Ky., used his cell phone 
to have five pizzas delivered to the police station under the name of the 
officer who arrested him. Additional charges resulted.

BUT BABY, I DID IT FOR YOU! A man robbed a bank in southern 
Illinois where his girlfriend works in order to pay for her engagement ring. 
He waited in the parking lot and took the cash from the manager when 
she came out to refill the drive-up ATM. The girlfriend, who had met him 
in Bible class, was not in on the crime. In fact, when she saw the parking 
lot surveillance photos, she turned him in.

BEST BURGLAR EVER: Someone broke into a woman’s home in 
Athens, Ga., stole a set of headphones and cleaned the house. The 
burglar mopped the kitchen floor, cleaned the cat’s litter box, bagged the 
trash and placed it outside. The place was so clean that police found no 
fingerprints.

MAYBE WE SHOULD SEE OTHER PEOPLE: A 79-year-old man, 
who had been married for just eight months to a 73-year-old woman, 
tried to kill her because he thought she stole his checkbook. The wife fled 
their Hallandale Beach, Fla., condo after he accused her, and he fired a 
shot at her but missed. It was the second marriage for them both.

O.K., OFFICER, I KNOW HOW THIS MUST LOOK: A man flagged 
down two police officers in Linden, N.J., at 1 a.m., told them that he had 
locked himself out of a car, which he said he had borrowed from his aunt, 
and asked them if they could help. The officers, who tend to be suspi-
cious during early-morning encounters, did a quick check, and found out 
that the car had been stolen.

LOOK OUT! PING PONG BALLS! A small plane pilot was supposed 
to drop 3,000 ping pong balls that were redeemable for prizes onto a 
crowd that had gathered in Blackfoot, Idaho, as part of Blackfoot Pride 
Days. Unfortunately, he missed the crowd, and dropped them onto cars 
whizzing along the nearby Interstate.

 Brazosport College President Dr. Millicent Valek recently signed a 
contract between The Clarion at Brazosport College and the Brazosport 
Symphony Orchestra Council. Pictured are, sitting from left, Brazosport 
Symphony Orchestra Council President Carl Wolfe and Dr. Valek. The 
BSO 2014-15 concert season begins Oct. 11 when the BSO performs 
its Fall Pops Concert, “Halloween Spectacular.” For inquiries about 
BSO memberships and subscription tickets, call the Center for the Arts 
and Sciences at (979) 265-7661. For more information about upcom-
ing Clarion events, call the Clarion box office at  (979) 230-3156, or visit 
clarion.brazosport.edu.

The Clarion, BSO sign facility use contractTexas unemployment increases slightly in August to 5.3%
AUSTIN – The Texas labor 

market added 20.100 seasonally 
adjusted total nonfarm jobs in 
August. Over the year, employ-
ers expanded their payrolls by 
395,200 total non-farm jobs.

The unemployment rate was 5.3 
percent in August, up slightly from 
5.1 percent in July. It remained 
below the national unemployment 
rate of 6.1 percent.

“Texas added 20,100 jobs in 

August, with the private sector 
showing steady monthly growth 
for well over four years,” said 
Texas Workforce Commission 
(TWC) Chairman Andres Alcantar. 
“We encourage Texas veterans to 
visit their local Workforce Solu-
tions office to take advantage 
of the many tools and services 
that allow them to translate their 
military skills and experience into 
good-paying civilian jobs.”

Goods Producing industries in 
Texas accounted for a majority of 
the growth in August. Construction 
added 6,900 jobs over the month. 
Manufacturing employers added 
1,800 jobs in August. Mining and 
Logging increased by 4,500 jobs, 
and notably grew by 9.1 percent 
over the last 12 months.

Professional and Business 
Services industries led the way 
in jobs added over the month, 
expanding by 8,700 positions. 
Annual growth in this industry was 
up to 5.0 percent in August.

“Every major industry in Texas 
showed positive annual growth, 
and Texas employers added 
395,200 jobs over the year, 
achieving an annual growth rate 
of 3.5 percent,” said TWC Com-
missioner Representing Employ-
ers Hope Andrade. “I commend 
Texas employers for continuing to 
grow their investments in the Lone 
Star State.”
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Component words
Q.  English is a decidedly 

inventive language, with 
blended words offering a 
useful way to name things 
(vitamin: vital + amine), places 
(Mexicali:  Mexico + California), 
ideas (sitcom:  situational + 
comedy) and more, according 
to Anu Garg’s A.Word.A.Day 
website.  Thinking creatively, 
can you name the component 
words and meanings of these 
blends:  “muzzy,” “bump-
tious,” “slimsy” and “stic-
tion”?

A.  As you may have surmised, 
“muzzy” is made up of “muddled” 
+ “fuzzy,” first used in 1728 and 
meaning mentally confused or 
blurred, Garg explains.  For those 
self-assertive in an obnoxious 
way, you have “bumptious,” 
most probably a blend of “bump” 
+ “fractious” or “bump” + “pre-
sumptuous.”  “Slimsy,” meaning 
“flimsy” or “frail,” comes from 
“slim” + “flimsy,” as used in 
Dawn Shamp’s “On Account of 
Conspicuous Women” (2008):  
“When he asked if she needed 
a rest, stubbornness caused her 
to refuse -- She didn’t want him 
thinking she was soft and slimsy.”

Were you stumped by “stic-
tion” (STIK-shuhn)?  It’s a blend 
of “static” + “friction” and means 
the frictional force that must 
be overcome to set one object 
in motion when it is in contact 
with another, as in R.E. Wilder’s 
“Captain Thom and Orions Thun-
der” (2009):  “Thom watched the 
nurse’s backside as she left the 
low gravity and the stiction in her 
shoes made her suggestive.”  

Hitting streak
Q.  Do you believe in the “hot 

hand” phenomenon in sports?  
Many of us do, but statisticians 
have cast doubt on it, saying 
that baseball hitting streaks 
are more like a “random coin 
toss” -- no hot hand required. 
So is hitting streakiness in 
baseball just an illusion?

A.  No, concluded baseball 
expert Trent McCotter in the jour-
nal “Chance,” who had devised a 
sophisticated data-driven model:  
He reasoned that, if a batter’s 
performance in a game really is 
independent of his performance 
in the previous game, then 
the likelihood of hitting streaks 
should remain the same if the 
order of a season’s games is ran-
domly shuffled. In fact, he found 

that for streaks of 30-plus games, 
the number of actual streaks was 
almost three times the number 
of streaks in randomly shuffled 
games. The probability of this 
outcome happening by chance 
alone was vanishingly small.

Why the streakiness?  Perhaps 
psychology plays a role:  As a 
player’s streak starts to grow, 
his number of official at-bats per 
game also tends to increase, 
suggesting an adjustment to take 
fewer walks.  And a batter may 
also trade power for average. “At 
the very least, there is evidence 
that batters adapt their approach 
to try to keep a long hitting streak 
going -- and baseball players are 
nothing if not adapters,” McCotter 
concludes.

Smelly molecules
Q.  Humans can discriminate 

several million different colors 
and almost half a million differ-
ent sound tones.  What about 
odors?

A.  For nearly a century, it 
was believed that the average 
person could discriminate only 
10 thousand different odors, 
reports “Science” magazine.  But 
Rockefeller University researcher 
Caroline Bushdid and her col-
leagues conducted a clever set 
of experiments to test the idea:  
Drawing from a “library” of 128 
odorous molecules, they mixed 
the molecules together, then 
grouped the mixtures in pairs, 
some pairs with a 90% overlap of 
molecules, others 60%, and so 
on, down to no overlap at all.  

Then 28 subjects were 
presented with three odor vials 
-- two containing the same 
mixture and the third contain-
ing a different mixture -- and 
were asked to identify the vial 
with the unique odor.  Careful 
analysis of the results showed 
that “the human olfactory system, 
with its hundreds of different 
olfactory receptors, far outper-
forms the other senses in the 
number of physically different 
stimuli it can discriminate.”  That 
number is more than a trillion 
(1,000,000,000,000)!

(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)
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the police. I had to explain to the 
officers what happened. Nobody 
was trying to steal cars or break into 
cars. It was just a horn that would 
not turn off.

I started wondering why Cadillac 
made the horn so that if something 
connected to it failed, it would close 
the circuit and turn the horn on, 
rather than just keep it open, and 
then, obviously the horn would not 
work.

My neighbors also were probably 
wondering about that at 3 a.m.

I reconnected the battery the 
next day, and everything was fine ... 
until 6 a.m. on a Saturday morning. 
I thought the car had fixed itself. I 
guess not.

As it turned out, the horn problem 
is not cheap. There is a sensor 
under the air bag in the steering 
wheel that needs replacing, and the 
entire airbag assembly has to be 
changed out.

To make a short story even 
longer, I found a perfect solution 
that didn’t involve replacing the 
airbag. But I cannot tell you, or I’d 
have to deny it immediately.

I’d bet that foreign-car manufac-
turers would not be dumb enough 

to build something that closed the 
circuit when it failed.

“Hey dad, how come your brake 
lights are on?” my son asked as he 
pulled up behind my Honda Civic.

They were on and would not turn 
off. Again, I pulled the battery cable 
until I could find out on Google what 
was going on.

Honda actually made the brake 
lights so that when a little rubber 
piece fell out from between the 
brake and the switch, the light would 
stay on  ... until the battery ran 
down.

Easy fix, the Google machine 
said. Find the broken piece on the 
floorboard and glue it back on. If 
you can’t find the piece, any rubber 
piece will do.

The Google machine must have 
seen what happened, because the 
rubber piece was right where it was 
supposed to be, and the problem 
was fixed in a few minutes.

But this is nothing compared to 
some of the more serious problems 
I found as I did a few minutes of 
research for this column.

• In 1978, Ford finally acknowl-
edged that when its Pinto was hit in 
the rear, the bumper would puncture 
the gas tank and make the car blow 

up. 
• In the early ’90s, 3.7 million 

Honda vehicles gave a little too 
much protection with their seat 
belts. That’s because owners 
weren’t able to actually take off 
their seat belts because the release 
button would crack and become 
unusable. That must have been fun.

• Ford  recalled 11,500 2013 Ford 
Escape SUVs for the minor issue 
of engine fire. The problem was 
that some of the vehicle’s fuel lines 
cracked, and gasoline spilled on the 
engine. 

• Toyota had its own recall 
problem with the 2010 Corolla. The 
issue was a defect in the gas pedal 
that caused it to stick down while in 
full-throttle acceleration. As a result, 
the driver couldn’t stop. 

• Unfortunately for some General 
Motors drivers in the ’60s, their 
engine mount somehow separated 
due to the rubber eroding. As a 
result, vehicles would uncontrollably 
hit high speeds. Another minor little 
detail overlooked.

• In the 1970s, Ford vehicles had 
a defect that allowed cars to appear 
in park, but only to slip into reverse.

O.K .,. never mind about the 
lights and horn.

(Continued from Page 1)

Runaway horn shows how some products blow

2014 Brazoria County Business Hall of Fame

Congratulations to the 2014 inductees into the Brazoria County Business Hall of Fame: Gary C. Crabtree, 
John McLeeland Jr., Joe Ragland Sr. (Posthumously, accepted by Joe Ragland Jr.), and Drew Ryder.

The Walk for Habitat for Humanity steering committee along with BASF 
Corporation recently hosted a Sponsor Reception to thank the 2013 spon-
sors while officially kicking off the 2014 fund drive. Approximately 60 “friends 
of Habitat” joined in the kickoff celebration, which featured the testimony of 
the Trevino family, who are proud owners of a Habitat home. 

The 16th annual Walk for Habitat is Nov. 8 at MacLean Park in Lake 
Jackson. This year’s Walk will begin at 8 a.m. and will have a Pep Rally and 
Program, followed by the Walk parade itself at 9 a.m.

The Steering Team is searching for new - and reconnecting with “old”- 
sponsors to help Habitat for Humanity continue to grow and thrive in Brazoria 
County. The team is also continuing to work with the Texas Gulf Bank Penny 
Partners who conduct the Penny Drives in our local schools prior to the 
Walk, teaching children the importance and value of helping one’s commu-
nity.

Each year, the Walk raises between $70,000 and $80,000 - enough to 
build one Habitat for Humanity home. The entire community is invited to 
come out and participate. While donations are welcome, entry is free. For 
more information, or to become a sponsor, please contact Cindy Suggs at 
(979) 415-6273.

Walk for Habitat planning kicks off
at reception hosted by BASF
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For the fourth year in a row, 
BASF Corporation was the local 
presenting sponsor of the Hous-
ton Be The Match Walk+Run 
held Saturday, Sept. 13, in Sugar 
Land. 

More than 500 employees 
from BASF sites in Beaumont, 
Freeport, Houston, Pasadena 
and Port Arthur and their family 
members participated in the 
event, which helps raise aware-
ness and funds for the Be The 
Match bone-marrow registry.

The Houston event drew 
a total of 1,051 participants 
and raised $78,000 for Be 
The Match. During the event, 
23 donors were added to the 
registry, which totals more than 
690,900 statewide. 

Bone marrow is used as a 
treatment for blood cancers, dis-
eases that cause bone marrow 
failure and immune system or 
genetic diseases. Currently, 
there are 754 patients in Texas 
who are waiting for bone-marrow 
matches.

“For the past four years, BASF 
has been an invaluable partner 
as our local presenting sponsor 
of the Houston Be The Match 
Walk+ Run,” said Andrea Ward, 
Regional Development Coordi-
nator for Be The Match Founda-
tion. “We are truly grateful for 
BASF’s commitment to saving 
lives and helping Be The Match 
deliver more cures for blood 
cancers.”

Kelly Brooks, Procurement 

Manager for the BASF site 
located in Freeport, spoke at the 
event about his experience with 
Be The Match.

Brooks joined the registry in 
2001 during a church blood drive. 
In 2008, he learned his marrow 
was a match for a patient in need 
of a transplant, and he became a 
marrow donor.

“My experience with Be The 
Match proves that one person 
can make all the difference to 
help someone who has run out of 
other treatment options,” Brooks 
said.

 “Joining the registry is fast 
and easy, and it’s an opportunity 
to give someone a potentially 
life-saving gift that no one else 
can give.”

BASF raises awareness and funds for Be The Match in Texas
Employees support bone marrow donations

BASF employee, Kelly Brooks, proudly holds his “I am a Match” sign at the 
awards ceremony for the Be The Match Walk +Run. More than 500 employees 
from BASF sites in Beaumont, Freeport, Houston, Pasadena and Port Arthur 
and their family members participated in the Run + Walk, which helps raise 
awareness and funds for the Be The Match bone-marrow registry.
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History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Sept. 29: ON THIS DATE in 1829, Scotland Yard was formed in 
London. In 1978, Pope John Paul I was found dead in his Vatican apart-
ment just over a month after he had been installed as head of the Roman 
Catholic Church.

Sept. 30: ON THIS DATE in 1927, Babe Ruth hit his 60th home run of 
the season, breaking his own major-league record. In 1955, actor James 
Dean was killed in an auto accident near Cholame, Calif.

Oct. 1: ON THIS DATE in 1800, Spain ceded Louisiana to France in a 
secret treaty. In 1908, Henry Ford introduced the Model T automobile.

Oct. 2: ON THIS DATE in 1950, the comic strip “Peanuts,” created by 
Charles M. Schulz, was first published in nine newspapers. In 1959, Rod 
Serling’s “The Twilight Zone” made its debut on CBS-TV.

Oct. 3: ON THIS DATE in 1863, President Lincoln declared the last 
Thursday in November as Thanksgiving Day. In 1995, the jury in the 
O.J. Simpson murder trial found him not guilty of the 1994 slayings of his 
former wife, Nicole Brown Simpson, and her friend Ronald Goldman.

Oct. 4: ON THIS DATE in 1931, the comic strip “Dick Tracy” by Chester 
Gould debuted. In 1957, the Space Age began as the Soviet Union 
launched Sputnik, the first man-made satellite, into orbit.

Oct. 5: ON THIS DATE in 1947, President Truman delivered the first 
televised address from the White House. In 1962, the Beatles’ first hit 
record, “Love Me Do,” was released in the United Kingdom.

Answer to last week’s question: This week in 1939, in his first BBC 
broadcast as First Lord of the Admiralty, Winston Churchill referred to 
Soviet policy toward Nazi Germany, thought to be an implacable enemy, 
as “a riddle wrapped in a mystery inside an enigma.”

This week’s question: What U.S. vice president resigned in 1973 after 
pleading no-contest to tax-evasion charges in Maryland?

River’s End Volunteer Fire Dept. 
will host the 18th annual fishing 
tournament and fund raiser on the 
first full weekend of October (Oct. 
3 – 5). 

The tournament begins at 12:
01 a.m., Friday, Oct. 3, and runs 
through 2 p.m., Sunday, Oct. 5, 
when final weights will be tallied 
and prizes awarded. Fish can be 
caught anywhere in public waters, 
but must be weighed in at the 
River’s End Volunteer Fire Dept. 
Station at 12070 F.M. 2918. Weigh 
in hours will be from 9 a.m. until 9 
p.m. on Friday and Saturday (Oct. 
3 and 4), and 8 a.m. until 2 p.m. on 
Sunday (Oct. 5).

This year marks the 41st anni-
versary of the founding of River’s 
End VFD and all proceeds from this 
tournament go toward obtaining 
an automatic external defibrillator 
(AED) for Station I and reskinning 
Station II. We are also actively 
seeking fish sponsors ($10.00 and 
up), and donations of live and silent 
auction items.

Again this year, R.E.V.F.D. is 
offering daily mini tournaments that 

all divisions can compete in. Friday, 
October 3rd’s mini-tournament is for 
Speckled Trout and special weigh-
in hours for this mini-tournament 
will be 9 a.m. – 7 p.m. Saturday’s 
mini-tournament is for Redfish with 
the same special weigh-in hours as 
Speckled Trout. Sunday, October 
6th’s mini-tournament is for Floun-
der with special weigh-in hours of 
8 a.m. – noon. Fish entered in the 
daily mini-tournaments can also be 
weighed in for the larger tourna-
ment. The prizes for the mini-tour-
naments are plaques and bragging 
rights.

You may pick up tournament 
applications and purchase event 
T-shirts, raffle and meal tickets at 
Bernard Grocery on F.M. 2611 at 
the Churchill Bridge the weekend of 
Sept. 26-27, or Stewart’s Grocery 
(in Brazoria) Saturday, Sept. 27 
from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. T-shirts will be 
given to all paid entrants or can be 
purchased for $15.00 at the local 
stores mentioned above on the 
same weekend. Again this year, you 
may also download entry forms, 
register, or register and pay online 

at www.revfd.com .
If you don’t fish, but you would 

still like to support the fire depart-
ment, you can come for the 
Saturday, Oct. 4 or Sunday, Oct. 5 
events. Starting at 11 a.m. Saturday 
until 7 p.m., Oct. 4, Luckenbach 
Sausage on a stick, Coney Islands 
or Frito Pies will be available for a 
$5 donation. In addition, a silent 
auction has been added from 11 
a.m. – 5 p.m.

Tournament applications are 
available upon request by contact-
ing Roy Edwards at (979) 964-
4332, or Tracy Woodall at (979) 
482-4626, or by downloading them 
from www.revfd.com . You may also 
register and pay online. Please note 
you must be a paid entrant before 
you start fishing for the tournament.

In case of a severe storm, the 
tournament will take place two 
weeks later (the weekend of Oct. 
17 - 19).

 Please contact Roy Edwards or 
Tracy Woodall at the above phone 
numbers if changes to these plans 
become necessary. We’ll see you at 
the end of the river.

River’s End Volunteer Fire Dept. Fishing Tournament Set

By Deborah Netburn
Los Angeles Times(MCT)

If the summer of 2014 felt unusually warm to you, you were right—at least 
on a global level.

From June through August of 2014, the average temperature of our planet 
was 62.78 degrees Fahrenheit — 1.28 degrees higher than the 20th century 
average, according to a report by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration.

That makes it the warmest summer since record keeping began in 1880.
NOAA notes that the oceans contributed more to the warming trend than 

land temperatures this year.
The global ocean surface temperature was 1.13 degrees Fahrenheit 

above the 20th century average, and the highest on record for the three-
month period. The global land surface temperature was 0.91 degree higher 
than average, which makes it the fifth highest on record.

The northern and southern hemispheres of the planet were hotter than 
usual during the months of June, July and August, but while record high 
temperatures were recorded in the northern hemisphere, the southern hemi-
sphere (in its winter during this period) was the fifth warmest on record.

Not all of America suffered as Southern Californians did this summer. 
Much of the East Coast and the Midwest experienced lower temperatures 
than average from June through August. Overall, the lower 48 states had its 
coolest summer since 2009.

Globally, summer of 2014 hottest on record
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National Breast Cancer Awareness Month – October 1-31
By Breast Cancer Consortium

National Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month (NBCAM) was 
established in 1985 by the Amer-
ican Cancer Society with funding 
from the subsidiary of one of 
the world’s largest multinational 
chemical corporations, Zeneca 
Group plc (of Imperial Chemical 
Industries.) Zeneca later merged 
with pharmaceutical giant Astra 
AB to become AstraZeneca, one 
of the wealthiest members of the 
breast cancer industry through 
the development and sale of 
oncology drugs.

Well-known public figure and 
breast cancer survivor Betty 
Ford and her daughter agreed to 
be NBCAM spokespersons and 
helped to kick off the first week-
long event with an emotional 
televised appeal. 

Claiming to “fill the informa-

tion void,” NBCAM’s mission was 
to educate and empower women 
to “take charge of their breast 
health.” 

The program narrowly defines 
this undertaking as “practicing 
regular self-breast exams…
scheduling regular visits and 
annual mammograms with their 
healthcare provider, adhering to 
prescribed treatment, and knowing 
the facts about recurrence.

NBCAM soon became a 
year-long series of educational 
and fundraising activities culmi-
nating in October. It consists of 
“the creation and distribution of 
promotional materials, brochures, 
advertisements, public service 
spots, and other educational aids.”

In addition to advertising, there 
is free exposure through word of 
mouth, clinical promotion, work-
place and community initiatives, 

and political representatives.
During the 1993 NBCAM, 

President Clinton proclaimed 
the third Friday in October to be 
“National Mammography Day,” 
encouraging companies, clinics, 
and radiologists to provide free 
or discounted screening on that 
special day. 

After mammography was 
incorporated into insurance 
coverage and state and fed-
eral programs, mammography 
screening itself would virtually 
guarantee continued investment 
in the Cause.

NBCAM gave breast cancer 
a regularly occurring timeline for 
public outreach and Cause pro-
motion and has functioned as a 
platform for a variety of activities, 
products, and services related to 
breast cancer and mammogra-
phy screening.

It all started in 1985 to raise awareness, accessBreast cancer fact sheet
Key Messages About 

Breast Cancer
• Breast cancer knows no boundar-

ies - be it age, gender, socio-eco-
nomic status or geographic location.

• The most common risk factors for 
breast cancer are being female and 
growing older.

• Breast cancer affects more 
than just the patient — co-survivors 
(friends, family and co-workers) need 
support, too.

• Making healthy lifestyle choices 
may reduce your risk of breast 
cancer.

Breast Cancer in the 
United States

Incidence
• Except for skin cancers, breast 

cancer is the most common cancer 
among women in the U.S.; it 
accounts for nearly 1 in 3 cancers 
diagnosed in the U.S.

• Each year, more than 200,000 
cases of breast cancer are diagnosed 
in women, and more than 2,000 
cases of breast cancer are diagnosed 
in men in the U.S.

• Every two minutes, one case 
of breast cancer is diagnosed in a 
woman in the U.S.

• Every 13 minutes, one woman 
in the U.S. will lose her life to breast 
cancer.

• One in eight women in the U.S. 
will be diagnosed with breast cancer 
in her lifetime.

• Breast cancer is the most com-
monly diagnosed cancer among 
Hispanic women in theU.S.

• African American women in 
the U.S. are more likely than white 
women to be diagnosed with breast 
cancer before age 40 and are more 
likely to be diagnosed with larger 
tumors than white women.

• The median age for a breast 
cancer diagnosis in White women in 
the U.S. is 61, but for African Ameri-
can women it is 57.3.

• White women have a higher 
incidence of breast cancer than 
African American women, yet African 
American women are more likely to 

die from breast cancer at every age.

Mortality
• Breast cancer is the most 

common cause of cancer death for 
women 40-59 in the U.S., and is 2nd 
only to lung cancer in cancer deaths 
among all women in the U.S.

• About 40,000 women and more 
than 400 men will die from breast 
cancer each year in the U.S.

• Early detection and effective 
treatment have resulted in a 34 
percent decline in breast cancer 
mortality in the U.S. since 1990.

• At the current rate, about 5.8 
million cases of breast cancer will 
be diagnosed in the U.S. over the 
next 25 years and 1 million people 
could die.

• Breast cancer is the leading 
cause of cancer death among 
Hispanic women in the U.S.

Compiled by Susan G. Komen for the Cure
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Survival
• In 1980, the 5-year relative survival rate for women diagnosed with early 

stage breast cancer (cancer confined to the breast) was about 74 percent. 
Today, that number is 99 percent.

• There are more than three million breast cancer survivors in the U.S.

Screening
• In the U.S., white, African American and American Indian/Alaskan Native 

women 40 years of age and older reported similar numbers for having a 
mammogram in the past two years (66 percent – 69 percent); however, in 
women of other racial/ethnic groups, mammography usage is lower: 64.4 
percent in Hispanic women, and 61.9 percent in Asian women.

• Breast cancer is often detected at a more advanced stage in Hispan-
ics than in non-Hispanic white women in the U.S. This difference has been 
largely attributed to lower use of mammography screening and longer 
intervals between mammograms, as well as the lack of timely follow-up of an 
abnormal mammogram.

Breast Cancer Around the World
• Worldwide, breast cancer is the most frequently diagnosed cancer and 

the leading cause of cancer death in women.
• Every 19 seconds, somewhere in the world, a case of breast cancer is 

diagnosed in a woman.
• Every minute, somewhere in the world, someone dies from breast 

cancer.
• It is estimated that nearly 1.7 million new cases of breast cancer were 

diagnosed around the world in 2012 (25 percent of all cancers).
• An estimated 522,000 breast cancer deaths occurred around the world in 

2012.5
• Since 2008, breast cancer incidence around the world has increased by 

more than 20 percent, while mortality has increased by 14 percent.5
•  At the current rate, 13 million breast cancer deaths around the world will 

occur in the next 25 years.

Breast cancer fact sheet
Compiled by Susan G. Komen for the Cure

Bras cause breast cancer? Apparently, previous speculations debunked by latest study
By Melissa Healy
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

Uplifting news for the girls: Regu-
larly wearing a brassiere does not 
increase a woman’s risk of develop-
ing breast cancer after menopause, 
a new study finds.

Not found in the latest research: 
Compared with their bra-wearing 
sisters, aging women who avoid 

such structural support in hopes of 
reducing their breast cancer risk 
will experience significantly greater 
stretching and sagging of the mam-
maries and more pronounced dis-
appearance of the territory between 
waist and bust as they age.

The study, published in the jour-
nal Cancer Epidemiology, Biomark-
ers & Prevention, lifts the veil on a 

speculated link between bras and 
breast cancer, and separates myth 
from reality: “lay media,” the study 
authors write, have suggested 
that by impairing the free flow 
of lymphatic fluids, bras impede 
the removal of waste and toxin 
removal.

The speculated result of such a 
toxic buildup would be higher rates 

of breast cancer among women 
with a lifelong habit of sequester-
ing their breast tissue in supportive 
underwear.

But in a study that compared the 
bra-wearing habits of 469 healthy 
post-menopausal women with those 
of more than 1,000 women diag-

nosed with invasive breast cancer, 
study authors found that “no aspect 
of bra-wearing” was positively 
linked to breast-cancer occurrence: 
not cup-size, not preference for 
soft-cup vs. underwire, not the age 
at which bra-wearing was initiated 
or the duration of daily bra-wearing.

October is Breast Cancer National Awareness Month
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Heading for middle age, ladies? Bring your sneakers, keep your breasts and your health
By Melissa Healy
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

For women past childbearing age, 
a new study finds that a modest 
amount of exercise — four hours a 
week of walking or more intensive 
physical activity such as cycling 
for just two hours a week — drives 
down breast cancer risk by roughly 
10 percent.

If exercise were a pill, its effec-
tiveness in driving down a woman’s 
breast cancer risk would occur fairly 
quickly, the new research says: 
When women reported at least this 
modest level of physical activity over 
the last four years, they were less 
likely to have developed malignancy 
in a breast.

But, like a pill, exercise must be 
continued for the effect to endure: 
Even if a woman had been physi-
cally active earlier in life, when her 

reported physical activity levels 
dropped below the equivalent of 
four hours of weekly walking, her 
risk of developing breast cancer 
went back up.

The new findings were culled 
from the French component of the 
European Prospective Investiga-
tion Into Cancer and Nutrition. In 
all, 59,308 French women ages 
43 to 78 — most of them teachers 
— started answering detailed sur-
veys about their health and health 
behaviors in 1993 and did so every 
four years until 2005.

The researchers sought to 
clarify the role of physical activity 
in reducing breast cancer risk in 
postmenopausal women, a stage 
of life in which the probability of a 
woman developing breast cancer 
rises steadily.

The designers of the study used 

a very rough measure of physi-
cal activity: They asked women to 
quantify the average time they spent 
walking (including walking to work 
or shopping), cycling or engaging 
in sports during a typical two-week 
period in the winter and in the 
summer.

The medications tamoxifen and 
raloxifene can also drive down 

the risk of breast cancer in those 
at higher than average risk. They 
come with side effects such as 
an increased risk of deep-vein 
thrombosis or pulmonary embolism, 
and their powers of risk reduction 
are actually pretty modest: If 1,000 
women took either tamoxifen or 
raloxifene for five years, eight breast 
cancers would be prevented.

By comparison, regular physical 
activity is powerful. But, as with a 
pill, you need to keep taking it.

If you’re sedentary or don’t 
exercise routinely, boosting your 
physical activity to at least four 
hours of walking weekly has a 1 in 
10 chance of preventing the most 
common cancer in women, at least 
in the near term.

October is Breast Cancer National Awareness Month
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Study: More breast cancer patients can keep their healthy breasts without raising risk factors
By Karen Kaplan
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

Too many women with breast 
cancer are sacrificing too many 
healthy breasts for too little benefit, 
new research suggests.

After learning that they have an 
early stage cancer in one breast, 
some women decide to remove 
not only the affected breast but the 

other one as well. Many patients 
believe that they can reduce their 
future risk of breast cancer by 
having the procedure, which is 
called a contralateral prophylactic 
mastectomy. (In addition, some 
may think they will get a better 
result with breast reconstruction 
surgery if they have both breasts 
worked on at the same time.)

In reality, women who opted 
for CPM did not live longer than 
women who decided to treat their 
cancers with more conservative 
breast-conserving surgery and 
radiation treatment.

Data on 189,734 breast cancer 
patients from California show that 
the 10-year survival rate for women 
who had both breasts removed 

was 81.2 percent, according to a 
study in the Journal of the Ameri-
can Medical Association. That was 
statistically indistinguishable from 
the 83.2 percent 10-year survival 
rate for women who had breast-
conserving surgery and radiation. 
(Both groups fared better than 
women who opted for a single mas-
tectomy; their 10-year survival rate 
is 79.9 percent.)

And yet, the popularity of CPM 
is growing at a rate of 14 percent 
a year, the JAMA study found. In 
1998, only 2 percent of women 
whose breast cancers were Stage 
0, Stage 1, Stage 2 or Stage 3 
decided to have both breasts 
removed. By 2011, that figure was 
12.3 percent.

“The increase in bilateral mas-
tectomy use despite the absence 
of supporting evidence has puzzled 
clinicians and health policymak-
ers,” wrote the study authors, who 
were from the Stanford University 
School of Medicine and the Cancer 
Prevention Institute of California. 
“Although fear of cancer recurrence 
may prompt the decision for bilat-
eral mastectomy, such fear usually 
exceeds the estimated risk.”

Some types of women were 
particularly likely to choose CPM, 
the study found. For breast cancer 
patients under age 40, use of CPM 

rose to 33 percent from 3.6 percent 
over those 13 years. Patients who 
were white and lived in neighbor-
hoods with higher socioeconomic 
status were also more likely to 
have CPM instead of breast-con-
serving surgery with radiation. 
There were also some medical 
factors associated with a propen-
sity to choose CPM, including 
having a larger tumor and evidence 
that cancer cells had spread to the 
lymph nodes.

But even when they considered 
these factors, the researchers still 
found that the more aggressive 
treatment option did not result in 
better survival. Mortality rates were 
“similar” for women who had CPM 
and those who had breast-conserv-
ing surgery with radiation, except 
for patients who had passed their 
65th birthday — in that age group, 
women who had the conservative 
treatment fared “slightly better” 
than women who had CPM, the 
study authors reported.

“The risk-benefit ratio of bilat-
eral mastectomy warrants care-
ful consideration and raises the 
larger question of how physicians 
and society should respond to a 
patient’s preference for a morbid, 
costly intervention of dubious 
effectiveness,” the researchers 
concluded.

October is Breast Cancer National Awareness Month
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Pray that God will show you the 
reality of heaven

My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Q: A good friend told me the other day that she not only doesn’t 
believe in heaven, but she also thinks people who do are just trying 
to escape from the world’s problems. She knows I’m a Christian, but 
what can I say to her? - Mrs. M.W.

A: Over the years, I’ve heard many people say the same thing your 
friend said about heaven. To them, heaven isn’t real, and they think people 
who believe in heaven are just burying their heads in the sand and trying 
to escape from this world’s problems.

But I’d contend the opposite is true, and that they are the ones who 
are burying their heads in the sand and escaping from reality. We weren’t 
meant for this world alone; we were meant for eternity. Death is not the 
end for us; when we die our souls will live on - and refusing to face this is 
escaping from life’s ultimate reality.

How do I know heaven is real? I know it first of all because in our hearts 
we all sense there must be something more than what we see around 
us. As the Bible says, God “has also set eternity in the human heart” 
(Ecclesiastes 3:11). But I know it most of all because of Jesus Christ. He 
came from heaven for one reason: To break down the barrier between us 
and God, and open heaven’s door for us. The Bible says, “For the wages 
of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” 
(Romans 6:23).

Pray for your friend, that God will open her eyes to His truth. And pray 
for yourself, that God will use you to show her the reality of heaven - both 
by what you say and by the way you live.

Chicken Soup for the Soul publisher, Amy Newmark, 
held a networking luncheon for Houston area contribu-
tors on Friday, Sept. 19 at the Hotel ZaZa in Houston, 
Texas. Approximately 20 authors, including Janice R. 
Edwards from Brazoria, attended the luncheon. 

Attendees had the opportunity to meet publisher, Amy 
Newmark, find out the direction of the Chicken Soup 
series, network among themselves, and go home with a 
box of Chicken Soup for the Soul brand soup developed 

by the chef at the Waldorf Astoria. Authors got to discuss 
the books their stories appeared in, along with their 
individual stories.

Most recently, Janice R. Edwards had two stories pub-
lished in Chicken Soup for the Soul – The Dog Did What? 
(101 stories selected from 5,000 submissions) which 
came out Aug. 19.

 At the luncheon, she learned the book is already the 
top-selling dog anthology in the nation.

Houston area Chicken Soup authors at the luncheon at Hotel ZaZa - Janice R. Edwards is pictured seated far left.

Local author Janice Edwards attends ‘Chicken Soup for the Soul’ luncheon

Several local business and government officials attended the Alvin Community College Community Advisory 
Committee’s initial meeting on Sept. 18 to provide insight about how the college furthers the interests of the 
community. The participants worked with ACC staff members to also identify challenges that the college will 
face in the upcoming years. Pictured in the photo, from left, are State Rep. Ed Thompson, community member 
C.R. Cooper, Manvel Mayor Delores Martin, Pearland Mayor Tom Reid, ACC President Dr. Christal M. Albrecht, 
Alvin Mayor Paul Horn and County Commissioner Matt Sebesta.

Alvin college holds Advisory Committee meeting

The Bulletin is pleased to run your community 
announcements and features free of charge, but 
you need to help us by e-mailing the text and 
attaching the photos as jpg files. Make it as short 
as possible. The better and more interesting the 
photo, the more options we have as to how to 
display it and call more attention to your event.  
Email: john.bulletin@gmail.com
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Brazosport College to host 
Industrial Job Fair on Oct. 15

Brazosport College will host an Industrial Job Fair on Wednesday, Oct. 15 
at the college’s Corporate Learning Center.

The job fair, which is being sponsored by the The Dow Chemical Com-
pany, is scheduled from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.

This event can be beneficial for those seeking employment in the fields of 
pipefitters, boilermakers, welders, process technology, millwright and other 
industrial trades, such as electrical, crane operators and more.

A number of companies are expected to attend, including Dow Chemical 
Co., Chevron Phillips Chemical, BASF, Fluor, Phillips 66, Kelly Services, Gulf 
Chemical & Metallurgical, Tolunay-Wong Engineers and more. Companies 
will be looking for applicants, so it’s advised that those attending the fair 
should bring resumes and be prepared to fill out applications.

To learn more about the Industrial Job Fair on Oct. 15, call (979) 848-0560 
or visit www.eda-bc.com.
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Look for us on 
Facebook

See who is waiting for you at SPCA-BC

Come by the SPCA-BC Shelter at 141 Canna Ln., Lake Jackson, or we 
are at Brazos Mall, Petco and Petsmart every Saturday, to  visit with these 
pets and many of their friends. Kennel sponsorships are now available 
for large or small kennels. Why not have your company or family recog-
nized with a plaque to show you care? Call (979) 285-2340, ext. 100, or visit 
www.spcabc.org for details. Help control the pet population. Have your pet 
spayed or neutered. Come by the  SPCA-BC, and fill out an application today.

By Abby Livingston
CQ Roll Call (MCT)

No matter how cluttered the 
airwaves become this fall with 
political ads, there are some televi-
sion shows during which campaign 
operatives don’t dare air their spots.

Here’s a look at the handful of 
shows political operatives avoid for a 
variety of reasons.

“The Maury Show”/”The Jerry 
Springer Show”

Trash and politics don’t mix. Or 
as Ondine Fortune, a Democratic 
media buyer said, “You’re watching it 
and these people are screaming and 
yelling at each other about a baby 
daddy, and I don’t want my hand-
some congressman coming on next 
about how he’s making a difference.”

“It just seems those people who 
are sitting there watching this crap 
… are they really who I want to 
reach?” she added.

Nickelodeon
A surprising amount of women 

watch the children’s network with 
their kids, according to interviews 
with media buyers. By the numbers, 
it would be an obvious choice. But 
buyers beg off the channel because 
political commercials — especially 
attack ads — just don’t flow well 
with Fruit Roll-Up and My Little Pony 
pitches.

“Judge Judy,” et al.
Daytime court shows attract 

seniors — a desirable voting 
demographic — but one GOP media 
buyer compared such shows to 
the Maury Povich/Jerry Springer 
dynamic. In other words, campaigns 
are not inclined to see their candi-
dates appear in ads next to people 
willing to display and argue about 
their private lives on television. 

“We buy on them holding our nose 
a little bit,” the Republican said. “You 
wouldn’t want to be in there every 
day of the week.”

Comedy Central/Spike TV
At least one Republican said he 

steers clear of Comedy Central, 
Spike and cable channels with simi-
larly racy and edgy programming.

Media buyers say they have less 
control in cable when purchasing 
for specific shows. Campaigns are 
reluctant to risk seeing their candi-
date appear on programs that push 
the envelope.

When NOT to air 
political ads on TV
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 Big name in big trucks
5 Gunk
9 TV’s Dick Van __
13 When doubled, a Northwest city
14 Give a makeover
15 Line holder
16 Home sound system
18 Texts: Abbr.
19 Decline from disuse

20 Some Beethoven works
22 “Veni, vidi, vici” man
23 Memorable “Rocky” line
26 Little Leaguer, say
27 Automated intro?
29 __ del Fuego
30 Stay a step ahead of
32 Many millennia
33 Eloquent
38 “__ baby!”

39 Zapped
40 Rapper who played Left Ear in 
“The Italian Job”
43 Software test version
44 Agnus __
47 Reason to pile onto the team bus
49 Promoting
51 Botanist’s study
52 Nostalgic souvenir
53 River in a 1957 Best Picture title
55 Hero whose catchphrase begins 
16-, 23-, 33- and 47-Across
57 Work on, as a popsicle
58 Q.E.D. part
59 Levels
60 Tiny arachnid
61 “Gadzooks!”
62 Puts the kibosh on

Down
1 Fruity cocktail
2 Butler in the Batcave
3 Awards for ads
4 “How Life Imitates Chess” author 
Garry
5 Earl with a tea
6 Above, to Keats
7 Start of some Keats titles
8 Having little talent for
9 H.G. Wells’ island physiologist
10 “Darn tootin’!”
11 Small cask
12 Golf star Ernie
13 Off, in mobspeak
17 Royal seat
21 Exiled Amin
23 Google-owned video site
24 Yank since 2004
25 Bert Bobbsey’s sis
28 Hot-sounding European capital
31 Elbow
33 Tuck away
34 “I’ve got proof!”
35 Elegantly feminine
36 Infernal
37 Greeting from Down Under
38 Physicians’ org.
41 Id controller
42 Chris of “Tommy Boy”
44 Dented
45 Keys in
46 Stravinsky and Sikorsky
48 Native New Zealander
50 Enclose, as pigs
52 Parcel (out)
53 Airline to Amsterdam
54 Xbox 360 competitor
56 Quick snooze
(c)2014 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
POP  RAP  JAZZ  ROCK  BLUES  GOSPEL  COUNTRY



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407    September 30, 2014   THE BULLETIN  Page 15

Bulletin  Horoscope
Tribune Content Agency

ARIES (March 21-April 19): 
Developing new contacts and friend-
ships may be your best bet. It’s 
tempting to waste time or money on 
a passing enthusiasm in the early 
part of the week. Avoid confronta-
tional people and situations.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
Sometimes it’s best to ignore a chal-
lenge. It may be to your advantage 
to act gullible, innocent and naive 
early in the week. You can ignore a 
test of your authority or pretend you 
didn’t hear someone’s remarks.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): You 

are known by the company you 
keep. In the week ahead, you 
should stick close to the movers and 
the shakers and follow their good 
example if you want to keep your 
piggy bank filled to the brim.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): An 
unexpected bonus or extra cash 

in your pocket could solve long-
term troubles in the week ahead. 
Overlook a temporary setback that 
blocks a project, as it may be a 
blessing in disguise. A busy sched-
ule may keep you hopping.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Your 
prayers could be answered in a 
most unexpected way during the 
week ahead. Adopting an uncon-
ventional attitude could pave the 
way to a brighter future and acts of 
generosity will definitely enhance 
your reputation.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Don’t 
let imagination or sympathy work 
overtime in the first part of the week, 
or you may end up at odds with a 
loved one. Effusive gestures could 
be misunderstood. A cool head and 
objectivity brings the best success.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Put 
your thinking cap on and create 
a tactical game plan. You’ll find 
that the answer you need is only a 
phone call away. Focus on busi-
ness, job and money making activi-
ties in the first part of the week.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Trust in the universe and it will pro-
vide. In the week ahead, friends and 
casual acquaintances may give you 
valuable hints about how to succeed 

in business without really trying. 
Pay attention to astute personal 
observations.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 
Increased popularity or simply more 
fun on the social circuit might be 
yours in the week to come. Hanging 
with your favorite companions is 
time well spent. Widen your hori-
zons without using your wallet.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): Make others feel good about 
themselves and they’ll feel good 
about you. Misunderstandings can 
easily stir up trouble, so be clear as 
a bell in the early part of the week. 
Remain tolerant and politically cor-
rect.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): An 
itch for excitement needs scratch-
ing. You’re apt to leave more staid 
companions behind to explore the 
newest, latest and hottest places 
and things. Avoid major purchases 
and investments in the first half of 
the week.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Outwit opponents by offering sincer-
ity rather than guile. By remaining 
calm in the face of a passing storm 
you can avoid being swept into a dif-
ficult, long-lasting situation. Don’t be 
overly defensive in the week ahead.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers
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Why is defensive 
driving a good deal?

So, you got a ticket. Now what?
Should you pay it, or should you 

take a defensive driving course?
While you may not like the idea of 

sitting in a defensive driving class for 
six hours, the reality is that defensive 
driving is the cheapest way to get rid 
of a traffic violation ticket.

Plus, by taking defensive driving, 
you also will earn a certificate that 
will decrease the liability portion of 
your car insurance by 10 percent for 
the next three years. Plus, there will 
not be any points attached to your 
license.

A defensive driving class like 
Stand-Up Defensive Driving at 
Brazos Mall in Lake Jackson, or at 
TGI Friday’s in Sugarland, makes you 
a better, more careful and consider-
ate driver. By keeping your attention 
through comedy and integrating 
entertainment into the curriculum, you 
are subjected to a continuing educa-
tion driving course that refreshes the 
rules of the road.

You’ll even learn about how laws 
of physics control what happens to 
you in a car crash, and how you can 
use these laws to avoid the crash 
altogether.

If you become a safer driver, 
chances are that you will be able to 
steer around accidents or stop your 
car safely before crashing. If you can 
do that by following a few defensive 
driving pointers, you will not file an 
insurance claim because you will not 
crash your car.

Saving 10 percent on insurance for 
the next three years is your reward 
for choosing defensive driving rather 
than paying the ticket. Once you 
complete the course and receive your 
certifi- cate, the ticket does not count. 
You also will not be allotted 2 points 
on your license for a moving violation 
or 3 points for a crash.

By law, you can take defensive 
driving once every 12 months to 
dismiss a ticket. However, once you 
complete a Stand-Up Defensive 
driving course, we hope that we 
won’t see you for another three 
years, when renewing your insurance 
discount certificate.

Call (979) 299-1000 for the Lake 
Jackson school inside Brazos Mall. 
Scheduled classes are Tues/Wed 6-9 
p.m. Sat. 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
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