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Texas Renaissance Fest ival
Ticket Give-Away Contest

NAME_________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________________
CITY_____________________________________(TX), (ZIP)____________________________
PHONE_______________________________________________________________________
WHERE DID YOU PICK UP THE PAPER?____________________________________________

Hear ye! Hear ye! Hear ye! The Bulletin is once again offering our loyal readers of this fair kingdom a 
chance to  win tickets to the Texas Renaissance Festival.
Print clearly. Send entries to: The Bulletin, PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516. Several winners 

chosen at random will receive 2 tickets each to the Texas Renassiance Festival. One entry form per 
person. Copies not accepted. Winners will be announced in the Sept. 30 issue and will be mailed the 
tickets. This year, the tickets are for OPENING WEEKEND ONLY, Oct. 11-12 (Oktoberfest).

(See Page 9) (Continued on Page 4)

Bulletin
Rude 

drivers?

FREE

Knee protector can 
cause problems in 

other places
Those of you flying some-

where, don’t do what James 
Beach did. He put a $22 Knee 
Defender on the seat in front of 
him so that the woman occupy-
ing the seat could not recline it. 
When she tried and failed, she 
called the flight attendant to com-
plain that her seat was broken. 
That’s when Beach said he was 
using the device. The passen-
gers exchanged words. He got 
water thrown in his face, and the 
flight was diverted to kick both 
of them off. The device appar-
ently causes flight rage among 
passengers. Don’t buy it even if 
it’s on sale.

Fly me to work, NBC
Today Shows’s Matt Lauer has 

become so valuable to NBC that 
the network, in addition to paying 
him $20 million a year, is flying 
him by helicopter to and from 
work. He lives in the Hamptons 
on a $15 million horse farm, 
complete with  mansion. All this 
is great for Matt, but wouldn’t a 
limousine do? That’s how all his 
type of celebrities get around. 
Not everyone agrees that Matt 
is all that indispensable to the 
show. One reader commented: 
“They never treated Howard 
Stern like that in the 80s.” While 
Matt is actually not all that and a 
bag of chips, he is probably more 
valuable to NBC than Howard 
was back in the day.

Last Chance to EnterGEE-WHIZ!
By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

Where are the rudest drivers 
in the country? Why, in Idaho, of 
course.

Based on a survey of 2,000 
drivers nationwide by the 
website, Insure.com, Idaho has 
the rudest drivers in the country. 
Little old Idaho.

I would have guessed New 
York or Washington D.C., or 

Massachu-
setts, but 
it’s Idaho. 
Those states 
made the 
top 10 list, 
but not the 
No. 1 spot. 
That spot 
went to 

Idaho.
Idaho has 1.6 million people 

in the entire state. Why would 
they be so rude? The state itself 
is the seventh least populated 
state of 50. To give you a little 
comparison, Houston alone 
has a population of 2.2 million, 
Dallas 1.2 million. But Texas 
didn’t even make the list.

We’re probably close to 
getting on it, though. But that’s 
understandable because this 
is a big state with big cities that 
have a lot of traffic.

But Idaho? A state that 
produces nearly a fourth of all 
potatoes grown in the United 
States, and which a lot of people 
mistake for Ohio? That state has 
the rudest drivers in the country? 
(Idaho, not Ohio.)

What would be the reason? 
The state is the size of New 
England and is basically just 
open space? It’s capital, Boise, 
has 212,000 people, the most of 
any city in the state. 

It’s not like drivers there are 
super stressed as they make 

RAMBLINGS

Adopt-A-Beach Fall 
Cleanup scheduled 
for Saturday, Sept. 
27, rain or shine
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SOME PEOPLE DID SAY IT WOULDN’T LAST: A woman in Saudi 
Arabia broke up with her boyfriend to marry another man. This prompted 
the spurned lover to threaten to expose their relationship to her new 
husband with explicit photos of the two of them together. Undeterred, 
she married the guy anyway, so the ex sent the new hubby a memory 
stick containing the photos which he looked at after the ceremony and 
divorced her on their wedding night. The preacher said, “It was truly the 
shock of his life, and he could not bear the scandal.”

O.K. SIR, WE’LL SEND UP A ROCKET TO HUNT THEM DOWN: 
Someone called the police emergency number in Wales to report that he 
saw an alien spaceship, hovering over a field in the village of Lampeter, 
beam up one of his sheep and fly away with it.

BUT, OF COURSE, THE DOG DENIED EVERYTHING: Police 
responded to a call of a dog locked in a car in 99-degree heat outside 
a store in Oconee County, Ga. The car’s owner, who appeared highly 
intoxicated, came out of the store and told the officers that the dog drove 
him there.

GEE, IT’S HARD TO SEE WHY SHE WANTED HIM TO LEAVE: A 
27-year-old man, whose mother told him that he had to move out of her 
Gresham, Ore., home, tore the house apart and killed her cat.

SHE’S JUST A GAL WHO TAKES WHAT SHE NEEDS: An intoxi-
cated woman was arrested for shoplifting at a store in Hammonds Cross-
roads, Ala. She arrived there on a horse, which she had also stolen.

OH, THAT’S A CLUE ALL RIGHT: Someone stole an iPhone after 
its owner left it behind in a bank in Hoboken, N.J. The thief then used it 
to take pictures of himself which, much to his surprise no doubt, were 
automatically uploaded to the rightful owner’s iCloud account. So now 
the cops know exactly what he looks like.

I FEEL SO FREEE! A woman, who got high on LSD at her boyfriend’s 
home, was arrested later for disrobing and running  through the streets 
of Fayetteville, Ark.

SOMETIMES PASSION JUST OVERWHELMS YOU: A man and 
a woman, both aged 52, were arrested for engaging in intimate rela-
tions on an Oklahoma City sidewalk at six o’clock in the afternoon. The 
cops told them to stop, put everything back on, and charged them with  
engaging in an act of lewdness, indecent exposure, and public drunken-
ness.

MY CAR IS WHERE? A man hired people to steal cars in Baltimore, 
then had the vehicles put in shipping containers down at the docks and 
shipped them to West Africa to be sold. He has been sent to prison for 
21 months, after which he will be deported to his native Nigeria.

THAT OUGHT TO DO IT: A man who was high on drugs at a gas sta-
tion in Burlington, Iowa, told police he wanted to be taken to jail because 
he feared for his life. They told him they couldn’t arrest him because he 
hadn’t committed a crime. So he tried to damage a police car. Then they 

University of Houston study finds print readers recall more information than online readers
Readers abandoning print 

newspapers in favor of online news 
may want to consider the effect it’s 
having.

A study conducted by a 
researcher at the University of 
Houston (UH) finds those who read 
printed news publications read more 
news and also remember more 

news than those who read news 
online.

“As the U.S. public gets its news 
more from online newspapers and 
less from print, new questions have 
arisen about the differences of both 
reading experiences,” said Arthur 
D. Santana, an assistant profes-
sor in the Jack. J. Valenti School 

of Communication at UH and 
principal investigator of the study, 
“Print Readers Recall More Than 
Do Online Readers,” published in 
Newspaper Research Journal.

This study, co-authored with 
Randall M. Livingstone and Yoon 
Y. Cho, examines the difference 
in users’ experiences in print and 
online media – including how 
readers recall the information, how 
trustworthy they find the news and 
the amount of content they read.

“In essence, print newspapers are 
a more effective medium than online 
newspapers at spurring recollec-
tion,” said Santana. 

The study’s participants were 
two groups of college students who 
were asked to have a news media 
blackout prior to the experiment. 
Participants were not told that their 
ability to recall news stories would 
be tested. One group read the print 
edition of The New York Times while 
the other group read the same day’s 
online version.

After 20 minutes of reading, 
participants were asked to note 
the headlines, general topics and 
main points of as many stories as 
they could remember. Print readers 
remembered an average of 4.24 
news stories while online readers 
recalled an average of 3.35 stories, 
according to the research.

Santana offers a variety of expla-
nations for the difference with recall. 
He says online readers may scan 
stories while print readers may be 
more methodical.

“The nature of the Web as a 
medium that has subsumed virtually 
all others makes it a site for a vari-
ety of uses, including commerce, 
communication, gaming, and of 
course, news. The print newspaper, 
however, is generally dedicated 
mostly to news, thus in choosing 
a particular medium, users bring 
preformed attitudes about what to 
expect.”

Santana said that unlike print 
news, online news is ephemeral; it 
can appear and disappear without 
warning, creating an element of 
distraction. It can also hasten the 

impression that since stories and 
headlines are apt to vanish, they are 
perhaps not worth remembering.

“At the same time, the knowledge 
that the information they can find 
online, even if it disappears after 
reading, is immediately electroni-
cally archived and thus imminently 
retrievable may make readers less 
apt to feel they need to store it in 
their memory,” Santana said. 

He notes another explanation 
may be the design of each medium.

“Online readers are apt to acquire 
less information about the news 
than print readers because of the 
lack of salience cues. Since online 
story placement and prominence 
are in a constant state of flux, read-
ers are less apt to register which are 
the important stories of the day.” In 
this way, part of the agenda-setting 
function of the print newspaper is 
lost in the online version, Santana 
said. 

The aim of the study, he said, is 
to help newspapers become aware 
of different effects people experi-
ence when reading print and online 
media.
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Noisy noise
Q.  What’s to be said about 

noise, from the Big Bang to 
modern-day acoustics?

A.  To set the record straight, 
the Big Bang at the inception of 
the universe was noiseless:  Since 
everything expanded uniformly, 
“nothing came in contact with any-
thing else.  No contact, no sound 
waves,” says Jonathon Keats in 
“Discover” magazine.

Historically, the biggest of big 
bangs occurred in 1883 when 
Krakatoa, the volcanic island 
in Indonesia, erupted with the 
explosive power of 200 megatons 
of TNT, which was heard nearly 
3,000 miles away.

As for everyday noise, a jet 
engine might hit roughly 180 
decibels (dB), if it were a foot 
away from your ear.  According to 
psychologist Hugo Fastl, people 
perceive airplane noise as being 
10 dB greater than the equivalent 
noise from a train, even when 
the two are objectively the same 
-- making the jet sound 10 times 
noisier.  Thus, plane noises are 
more annoying, creating the so-
called “railway bonus” and “aircraft 
malus.”

At a bar, cranking up ambient 

noise from 72 to 88 dB resulted in 
men imbibing 20% faster, reported 
researchers at the Universite de 
Bretagne-Sud.  And overall people 
are  getting louder:   According 
to the World Forum for Acoustic 
Ecology, in the U.S. animated 
conversations increased by 10 dB 
in the 1990s.  Such noise expo-
sure every day can lead to hearing 
loss, and “the stress causes some 
45,000 fatal heart attacks a year 
in the developing world,” says 
Dieter Schwela of the Stockholm 
Environment Institute.

Money saving fonts
Q.  What happens when a 

“fount of knowledge” becomes 
a “font of knowledge”?

A.  When sixth-grader Suvir 
Mirchandani at Dorseyville Middle 
School in Pittsburgh noticed that 
teachers were handing out home-
work in a wide array of printing 
fonts, he wondered if the school 
could save money by opting for 
less ink-hungry varieties, reports 
“Science” magazine.  After collect-
ing a week’s sampling of printed 
handouts, the savvy 14-year-old 
ran a model through ink coverage 
software.  “He found that switching 
to the svelte Garamond font would 
save the school district nearly 

$21,000 per year,” surprising both 
his school science coach and the 
district business manager. 

Later, when Mirchandani submit-
ted his findings to the “Journal 
of Emerging Investigators,” its 
Harvard University Graduate 
School editors suggested he 
scale his study up to the federal 
government.  After analyzing 
public documents, he estimated 
that an across-the-board switch 
to Garamond could save roughly 
$234 million a year.  (The now-
high-school student hopes to 
pursue a career in computer or 
environmental science.)

#18
Q.  Are you 18 or older?  Do 

you vote?  Do you golf?  Can 
you cite other distinctive char-
acteristics of the number 18?

A.  In our culture, 18 repre-
sents the minimum voting age, 
number of holes on a complete 
golf course, wheels on a trailer 
truck, say Alfred Posamentier and 
Ingmar Lehmann in “Mathematical 
Curiosities.”  And consider these 
two 18-letter words:  “conversa-
tionalists” and “conservationalists,” 
the longest pair of anagrams in 
English, excluding scientific words.

Plus, 18 signals some interest-
ing mathematics.  For example, 18 
is the only number that is twice the 
sum of its digits (18 = 9 + 9) and 
its reversal of 81 is the square of 
the sum of its digits (81 = 9 x 9).  
Extending the oddities further, 198 
= 99 + 99; and 891 = 9 x 99.

More fun awaits.  Begin by 
taking any three digit number 
whose digits are all different and 
arrange them in order to form their 
largest number and then their 
smallest number.  Next, subtract 
the smaller one from the larger, 
and  you’ll discover the answer to 
be a number whose digits add up 
to 18.  Now, let’s try this with the 
number 584.  First write the small-
est number as 458 and the largest 
number as 854.  Subtracting 854 
- 458, you get 396, and the sum 
of these digits (3 + 9 + 6) is 18!  
As the authors say, “This makes 
a great impression at any dinner 
party you attend.”

(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)
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their way around the potato farms.
It cannot be the temperature. July 

and August are hot. The rest of the 
months are pleasant. The winter 
is cold, but not that cold. Plus, 
cold weather tends to chill people 
out. Who would want to get out of 
their nice warm cars to be rude to 
another driver in the shivering cold?

Hot temperatures tend to flare 
tempers, or rudeness.

A long time ago, when I lived in 
a really big city, someone visiting 
from Europe remarked that all the 
cars had their windows rolled up 
because it stinks in the city.

Not really, I replied. They are run-
ning their air conditioners because 
it is hot in the summer. The city did 
stink, though.

The cooler the occupants of a car, 
the less chance that the driver will 
be rude, I think.

Not that Europeans have a leg to 
stand on when it comes to non-rude 
driving.

My personal experience over 
there has been that they are the 
rudest and most aggressive drivers 
in the world. But, only the men.

Women drive normally. Men drive 
like maniacs. I have concluded 
that men should not receive drivers 

licenses in Europe, because they 
become insane behind the wheel.

On top of this attitude, the Ger-
mans decided that they should not 
have a speed limit on their high-
ways. They call these the autobahn, 
which is just a way to call them 
highways in German.

What were they thinking when 
they combined aggressive, rude, 
arrogant drivers with no speed limit?

So why is it that according to 
this survey, Idahoans are so rude? 
Maybe it’s because of the title of 
their state song, “Here We Have 
Idaho.”

O.K. So?
There you have it. Now what?
Judging by the title, this song has 

to be so nerve-shattering boring that 
Idahoans become rude.

That could be an explanation.
Or, maybe because of the state’s 

name. It’s an invented name whose 
meaning is unknown.

No doubt, Idaho is a beautiful 
state. So what’s with all the rude-
ness?

The survey asked drivers to name 
those they think are rudest in other 
states.

“Casting aspersions toward other 
drivers is a long-standing tradition,” 
said Amy Danise, editorial director 

for Insure.com, in a statement. “We 
wanted to know not only where the 
rude drivers come from, but also 
who thinks they’re rude.”

So, the survey basically reflects 
a gripe session by drivers who may 
be rude also, but think that drivers 
elsewhere are rude.

For example, California drivers 
were the No. 1 haters of drivers 
from surrounding states, according 
to the survey. They also thought 
New York drivers are more rude 
than those who may have some 
actual knowledge of their driving 
behavior, those in New Jersey.

Apparently, a lot of people in 
other states think that Idaho drivers 
are rude. But let’s move on.

Finally, here is the top complete 
list, as compiled by the survey: 1. 
Idaho; 2. Washington, D.C.; 3. New 
York; 4. Wyoming; 5. Massachu-
setts; 6.Delaware (tie); 7. Vermont 
(tie); 8. New Jersey; 9. Nevada; 10. 
Utah.

Utah? Wyoming? Vermont? What 
happened to California, Illinois, 
Michigan, etc.?

Next week, we’ll examine why 
Hawaii is regarded as one of the 
ugliest tourists spots, according to 
a survey. Not really, but you get the 
point.

(Continued from Page 1)
Why would one of the least populated states have the rudest drivers?

BASF’s generous donation of Pack N Plays to area families through 
Southwest SIDS’ A.C.C.E.S.S. program keeps making a difference in our 
Community. For an opportunity to donate a Pack N Play or a Safe Sleep 
Kit to an area family, please contact Brenda Onopa at (979) 297-2101.

BASF donates Pak N Plays to SIDSRadio station plans weekly show highlighting Alvin College
While KACC 89.7 FM is known throughout South-

east Texas as the best source for classic rock music, 
the station has begun a weekly show highlighting the 
programs, students and faculty at Alvin Community 
College.

On Sept. 18, KACC aired its first installment of 
ACCents.

“The show will run each week on the air at KACC on 
Thursdays at 7:30 a.m.,” said station manager and ACC 
instructor Mark Moss.

Each episode will run approximately 15 minutes.
Moss said he wanted to start ACCents as a way of 

showcasing what the college has to offer for students 
and the community.

“I don’t believe we can promote ACC enough,” he 
said.

“Because 89.7 KACC covers such a wide area of the 
Houston and Galveston area, I thought it was important 
to give the faculty and staff of Alvin Community a place 
to share information about themselves and their depart-

ments to our radio audience.”
Moss said he wanted to utilize the station’s notoriety in the 

region to spread the message about the college.
“I think we’re fortunate to have a radio station at ACC that 

not only educates future broadcasters, and serves in the 
public interest in the Alvin and Brazoria county area, but also 
highlights the people and the programs at the college,” he 
said.

The first few episodes of ACCents will cover some of the 
college’s programs including the Upward Bound, Dual Credit 
and Culinary Arts programs.

“The show will be a pre-recorded interview program with 
different guests from ACC to talk about anything about the 
college,” he said. “There may also be roundtable discussions 
of things of interest about the college. Students at the radio 
station will get the opportunity to work on this show as well.”

Moss said he also plans to do features on faculty mem-
bers as well as students. “ACC is a wonderful institution and 
it’s important to spread the word about the great programs 
and staff at this college,” he said.
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Brazosport College’s ALLP classes 
provide fellowship and fun

LAKE JACKSON — Brazo-
sport College’s Adult Life and 
Learning Program is set to start 
a new semester, and with it 
comes plenty of opportunities 
for enjoyment.

ALLP, which is for adults age 
50 and up, will begin its new 
schedule of classes on Sept. 
30.

The classes run weekly for 
six weeks and end Nov. 6. 
Registration is ongoing.

ALLP is geared toward help-
ing seniors grow in a variety of 
ways by developing new skills 
and improving one’s lifestyle 
without the pressure normally 
associated with a college.

A total of 30 different classes 
are offered during the fall 
semester, ranging from callig-
raphy to ballroom dance to Tai 
Chi, just to name a few.

All classes offered under the 
ALLP program have a one-
semester fee of $45, or one 
can enroll with a friend and 
each will receive a $5 discount. 
Participants can choose up to 
eight classes for a single fee.

ALLP is also offering 12 new 
classes this semester.

 A few of the new topics 
include fresh floral arranging, 
stained glass art, digitizing 
photos and the Old and New 
Testaments, among other new 
options.

The classes are held at 
the Brazosport College main 
campus.

For more information 

on particular classes, call 
(979) 230-3600 or visit 
www.brazosport.edu/ce for a 
full ALLP course catalog.

Classes offered for ALLP’s 
fall semester are (* designates 
new classes):
· Academy Award Classics *
· AARP Driver Safety Course *
· Are You Smarter than Your 
Android? *

· Are You Smarter than Your 
iPhone?

· Ballroom Dance *
· Basic Word Processing Using 
Microsoft

· Beading: Jazz it Up! *
· Brain Camp
· Calligraphy
· Come and Go Cards and 
Dominos

· Crafting with What You Have
· Cross the Country – Alaska to 
Maine *

· Digitizing Photos *
· Excel Spreadsheets
· Fish … How Do They Do 
That? *

· Fresh Floral Arranging 
· Genealogy
· Grapevine Wreaths *
· Gulf Coast Gardening
· Mediterranean Cooking *
· The New Testament*
· The Old Testament *
· Oil Up Your Canvas
· Spanish: In the Beginning *
· Stained Glass Art
· Stampin’ Up with Rubber 
Stamps

· Tai Chi
· Watching Nature in the Fall
· Water Color Techniques

Families can learn about camping while camping in parks
AUSTIN – With cool weather 

around the corner, the Texas Out-
door Family program has scheduled 
outdoor recreational workshops 
statewide though the beginning of 
December. The workshops offer 
a low-cost weekend trip where 
families can un-plug, reconnect 
with nature, and learn the basics of 
camping.

“The Texas Outdoor Family 
Program has exponentially grown in 
popularity since it began six years 
ago,” says Robert Owen, Texas 
Outdoor Family Program Coordina-
tor for the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department. “Unfortunately, it 
seems that nowadays kids are more 
likely to play video games than ride 
a bike or play outside. We aim to 
change that and are proud to offer 
the first step to helping families get 
outdoors and reconnect with nature 

by enjoying their state parks.”
Workshops coming up this month 

can be found at Garner State Park, 
Lake Mineral Wells State Park 
and Trailway, Franklin Mountains 
State Park, Galveston Island State 
Park, Brazos Bend State Park and 
Guadalupe River State Park, just to 
name a few.

The program provides fami-
lies with all of the camping and 
recreational supplies that would 
be needed, so you can test-drive 
camping without making the invest-
ment of buying equipment. The only 
thing families need to bring are food 
and bedding for the weekend.

During the overnight workshops, 
a ranger not only teaches families 
the basic skills of pitching a tent and 
cooking outdoors, but also how to 
enjoy state parks through activities 
like kayaking, fishing, and geocach-

ing – an outdoor treasure hunt 
using GPS devices. Participants 
also learn how to protect their state 
parks through good stewardship and 
“Leave No Trace” principles.

All program participants can look 
forward to new equipment, including 
durable REI tents and cots. The pro-
gram is also gradually moving their 
entire fleet of stoves to propane, 
making camping basics easier than 
ever.

The cost of workshops starts at 
$65 per family (up to six people) and 
includes camping fees, instruction 
from rangers, equipment rentals, 
and all gear except food and bed-
ding.

 Families with no experience can 
show up with a few recommended 
household items and the rest of 
the weekend will be coordinated by 
program staff.
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History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Sept. 22: ON THIS DATE in 1692, sentence was carried out in Salem, 
Mass., against the last person hanged for witchcraft in the United States. 
In 1893, the first automobile built in the United States (by the Duryea 
brothers) ran in Springfield, Mass.

Sept. 23: ON THIS DATE in 1806, explorers Meriwether Lewis and 
William Clark returned to St. Louis from their successful expedition to 
the Pacific Northwest. In 1952, vice-presidential nominee Richard Nixon 
made the so-called “Checkers” speech, defending himself against accu-
sations of misusing campaign funds.

Sept. 24: ON THIS DATE in 1957, President Eisenhower ordered 
federal troops to help desegregate schools in Little Rock, Ark. In 1968, 
“60 Minutes” premiered on CBS-TV.

Sept. 25: ON THIS DATE in 1513, Spanish explorer Vasco Nunez 
de Balboa reached what would become known as the Pacific Ocean. In 
1789, the first U.S. Congress adopted 12 amendments to the Constitu-
tion and sent them to the states for ratification. Ten were approved and 
became the Bill of Rights.

Sept. 26: ON THIS DATE in 1950, United Nations troops recaptured 
the South Korean capital of Seoul from the North Koreans. In 1960, 
Richard M. Nixon and John F. Kennedy met in Chicago in the first tele-
vised debate between presidential candidates.

Sept. 27: ON THIS DATE in 1854, the steamship Arctic sank in the 
Atlantic with 300 people aboard. In 1939, Warsaw, Poland, surrendered 
after weeks of resistance to invading forces from Nazi Germany and the 
Soviet Union during World War II.

Sept. 28: ON THIS DATE in 1066, William the Conqueror, the duke 
of France’s Normandy region, landed in England to begin a successful 
battle to claim the English throne. In 1850, flogging was abolished as a 
form of punishment in the U.S. Navy. 

Answer to last week’s question: This week in 1962, “The Jetsons” 
became the first ABC-TV series to be broadcast in color.

This week’s question: To what did Winston Churchill refer in a 1939 
BBC radio address when he described something as “a riddle wrapped 
in a mystery inside an enigma”?

Holiday hiring expected to return to pre-2008 levels
By Corilyn Shropshire
Chicago Tribune(MCT)

Holiday hiring this year could 
reach pre-recession levels, accord-
ing to a report released last week.

Demand for seasonal workers 
could reach levels not seen since 
before the recession, thanks to 
increased consumer spending 
and job growth across industries, 
according to the report by Chal-
lenger, Gray & Christmas, a global 
consultancy.

The report said seasonal hiring in 
the retail sector should “significantly 
outpace” 2013, possibly reaching 
800,000 this year.

UPS is expected to lead the 
charge with plans to double its 
workforce to 95,000 workers in the 
last three months of 2014. Although 
UPS employees aren’t technically 
considered workers in the retail 
sector, the company’s hiring plans 
suggest a strong demand for the 
upcoming holiday season, and 
retailers are expected to follow, the 
report said.

Holiday hiring has steadily ticked 
up since 2008, when the sputtering 

economy led to a 55 percent decline 
in seasonal retail payrolls. That year 
was the worst on record, as only 
324,900 holiday workers were hired. 
Last year 786,200 workers were 
added to the retail payrolls during 
the holiday season.

“The last two years saw holiday 
hiring return to pre-recession levels. 
This year, we could see hiring 

return to levels not seen since the 
height of the dot-com boom,” said 
John Challenger, chief execu-
tive officer of Challenger, Gray & 
Christmas.

Challenger expects holiday 
spending to benefit from the 
increase in payrolls, which is 
averaging 215,000 new workers per 
month so far this year.
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Know of an educator in Texas 
who has gone above and beyond 
to make a difference in the lives of 
their students and their community?

 Submit the name of a teacher, 
school district, early childhood 
facility or school board today for a 
2015 H-E-B Excellence in Education 
Award, placing them on the path 
toward winning cash prizes ranging 
from $5,000 to $100,000.

Nominations for the awards 

Nominate your favorite educators now for an H-E-B Excellence in Education Award
are being accepted online at 
www.heb.com/education through 
December 7, 2014. 

Nominees will be sent an invita-
tion to complete an online applica-
tion to be used for judging purposes. 
The application asks each nominee 
to provide written responses about 
education philosophy, learning 
experiences and insights on key 
issues facing educators in Texas 
today. 

The deadline for applications is 
January 11, 2015.

In the newest School Board/
Leadership category, up to five 
public school boards may be recog-
nized and awarded $5,000 towards 
the district they serve. Additionally, 
one or more school boards may 
receive a special judge’s award 
totaling up to $25,000 that will be 
announced during a recognition 
dinner and celebration in May 2015.

Last year, the H-E-B Excellence 
in Education Awards gave out more 
than $800,000 in cash prizes, gift 
cards and grants. Since its incep-
tion in 2002, the H-E-B Excellence 
in Education Awards program has 
awarded nearly $7.5 million to Texas 
educators, schools and districts. 

Nominations are not required 

for participation. Educators, school 
districts, early childhood facili-
ties and school boards can go to 
www.heb.com/education and com-
plete an application. For additional 
updates, follow the H-E-B Excel-
lence in Education Awards program 
on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
HEBExcellenceinEducationAwards. 

Kohl’s to boost seasonal hiring, including at warehouses
By Rick Romell
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel (MCT)

Kohl’s Corp. will significantly 
boost its holiday season hiring 
this year, including a huge staffing 
increase at its warehouses, which 
struggled to fill customers’ online 
orders on time last Christmas.

Kohl’s will place 9,300 temps at 
its distribution centers — nearly half 
again as many as the 6,400 it hired 
for the warehouses last year.

Last year, customers showered 
Kohl’s and other retailers with com-
plaints after the merchants failed 
to deliver promised gifts in time to 
be opened on Christmas. After-
ward, Kohl’s vowed to improve its 
performance by adding distribution 
capacity and increasing the number 
of stores able to directly fill online 
orders from nearby customers, 

rather than routing the work through 
a distant warehouse.

Beyond the big bump in the 
workforce at the distribution centers, 
Kohl’s will hire an average of 50 
temps per store, up from 40 last 
year.

All told, Kohl’s will hire more than 
67,000 seasonal workers, compared 
with about 53,000 in 2013.

Menomonee Falls, Wis.-based 
Kohl’s is one of the country’s largest 
retailers, with 1,160 stores and three 
more due to open late this month.

Home builder 
confidence hits 
nine year high

By Tim Logan
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

Home builders have a little more 
spring in their step this fall.

An industry trade group reported 
Wednesday that optimism among 
builders of single-family homes is 
at its highest level since 2005 amid 
an improving job market and solid 
demand.

The National Association of Home 
Builders said its confidence index 
climbed in September for the fourth 
straight month, to 59, its best mark 
since November 2005. Anything 
above 50 is generally considered 
positive.

Builders were most bullish in their 
expectations for sales over the next 
six months. Current sales and traffic 
of prospective buyers scored lower.

It remains to be seen if builders’ 
sunnier outlook translates into more 
actual building. Construction of new 
homes has been rather muted in 
this recovery, especially at lower 
price points targeted to first-time 
buyers. NAHB chief economist 
David Crowe said rising costs for 
materials, lots and labor remain a 
hurdle for many builders, and tight 
credit conditions are keeping some 
buyers on the sidelines.
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sNine County Parks.
sA group campground with air-

conditioned dormitories, cabins, lake 
& bayou fishing, swimming pool & 
wooded trails.

sTwo full-service RV campgrounds 
with air-conditioned cabins, lighted 
fishing areas, covered pavilions, 
playground on the coast.

s23 miles of sandy beaches.
s20 public boat ramps.
sHistorical homes.
sCoastal ecology center.
sBird watching.
sShelling (peak season Dec.-Feb.)
sYear-round Adventure Programs.
sYear-round special events.
Administrative offices
313 W. Mulberry
Angleton, TX. 77515
(979) 864-1541
Brazoria County Parks Director 
J.R. Norris, Interim Director
Board of Park Commissioners
Meta Kirby, Chairman
Paul Wofford, Jr., Vice Chairman
Joyce Peltier, Secretary
Dorman Davidson
Rex Lloyd
John Stanford

SPONSORS
Platinum ($2,000)
BASF Corporation 

Dow Chemical Company
Freeport LNG
Gold ($1,500)

Warehouse Associates (Pirates Alley 
Café, Ocean Village Hotel, Beach 

House Associates)
Silver ($1,000)

Meyerland Custom Home Renovation LLC
Bronze ($500)

DM Petroleum Operations
DSM Nutritional Products Inc.
Kids Way Clinic, Lake Jackson

Town of Quintana
We also thank the many volunteers who help 

clean the beaches, stake out trees and sand 
fencing, lend a hand with programs, and add so 
much to the county’s parks and to our communi-
ties. To become a sponsor or to volunteer in our 
programs, call (979) 864-1541 or email jamesg 
@brazoria-county.com.

Fall is finally here!  That means 
it’s time for the annual Texas Gen-
eral Land Office Adopt-A-Beach 
Fall Clean-Up.

Volunteers all along the Texas 
coast will assemble at 9 a.m. this 
Saturday, Sept. 27, in a coordi-
nated effort aimed at keeping our 
biggest natural resource healthy.  

The Texas General Land Office 
Adopt-A-Beach program began in 
the fall of 1986, when 2,800 volun-
teers picked up 124 tons of trash. 
Since then, it has grown into one 
of the most successful all-volunteer 
efforts in the nation. Over the 28 
years this program has been in 
existence, almost 465,000 Adopt-
A-Beach volunteers have picked 
up more than 8,900 tons of trash 
from the Texas Gulf Coast. 

This year, the General Land 
Office is anticipating about 10,000 
volunteers statewide.  We are 
expecting more than 1,500 in 
Brazoria County.  

“Come and join us for a good 
day of family fun with a purpose,” 
said Texas Land Commissioner 
Jerry Patterson.  As he is leaving 
office in January, this is Patterson’s 
last clean-up.  

We’ll provide trash bags, record-
ing sheets, and an allotted section 
of beach.  Volunteers should dress 

for the weather with sturdy shoes 
and a hat.  Bring along something to 
drink while you’re on the beach.  At 
noon, return to the registration site 
to join in a light lunch and turn in 
your record sheet.  

The data collected from the 
beach cleanups played an integral 
part in the passage of MARPOL 
Annex V, an international treaty that 
prohibits the dumping of plastics 
in the world’s oceans.  In July of 
1991, the International Maritime 
Organization designated the Gulf of 
Mexico and the Wider Caribbean as 
a “special area” where the dumping 
of trash, with the exception of finely 
ground food scraps, is prohibited.  
Your efforts go far beyond just keep-
ing up our local beaches!

Registration for Surfside is at 
Stahlman Park, C.R. 257 (Bluewater 
Highway).  The Surfside coordinator 
is James Glover, Brazoria County 
Parks Department. Contact him at 
jamesg@brazoria-county.com or by 
phone at (979) 864-1541. 

Registration for Quintana is at 
Quintana Beach County Park, 
5th Street (close to the jetty). 
The Quintana coordinator is 
Patty Brinkmeyer. Contact her at 
pattyb@brazoria-county.com or by 
phone at (979) 233-1461 . 

For more information about how 

you can get involved, contact your 
local coordinators.  More informa-
tion is also available from the Texas 
General Land office at 1-877-
TXCOAST or on their web site 
www.texasadoptabeach.org. 

           DON’T FORGET!
Pick a site (we recommend Surf-

side or Quintana - surprised?) and 
show up by 9 a.m. to sign in and 
pick up supplies.  

Wear sunscreen, shoes, sun-
glasses and a hat.

Bring plenty of drinking water.

Do not disturb the habitat of 
nesting shorebirds.

For your safety, keep off the 
dunes.

Fill out your Beach Debris 
Inventory Sheet (trash data form) 
to record the types and amounts of 
trash collected, and return it to the 
registration area by noon.  

Enjoy a light lunch, provided 
for the volunteers, and visit with 
others who care about local 
beaches.  

We’ll clean, rain or shine!

Adopt-A-Beach Fall Cleanup scheduled for Saturday, Sept. 27, rain or shine

Johnny Ray “JR” Norris has 
taken the reins as Interim Direc-
tor of the Brazoria County Parks 
Department. Norris was appointed 
to the position following the retire-
ment of former director Richard 
Hurd in late August. 

Norris is serving a dual role 
as Interim Director and Superin-
tendent of Parks Maintenance, 
his usual position, until Commis-
sioners Court hires a permanent 
replacement.

Norris named  
interim parks 

department director
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Seaweed, the major statewide beach nuisance since May, is starting 
to loosen its grip on local beaches. Beach access has been an issue all 
summer, with county crews working feverishly to keep open paths through 
the muck. Lately, the amount of seaweed washing ashore on county 
beaches has lessened, holding out some promise for fall beach-goers. 

Current reports from department beach crews indicate that much of 
what is washing up now is waterlogged and already deteriorating. This 
generally does not show up on aerial photographs, so goes undetected. 
Even the sub-surface mats are diminishing. Hopefully, we will soon have 
clear beaches once again. 

For updates on seaweed and current forecasts, visit www.seas-
forecast.com.

Seaweed problem improving in county

Saturday, Sept. 27: Texas Adopt-
A-Beach Fall Clean-Up.  Volunteers 
gather at 9 a.m. in Surfside and 
Quintana for a general beach clean-
up.  Dress for the weather and 
bring along some water.  Supplies 
provided; lunch afterward.  For more 
information, contact James at (979) 

864-1541 (Surfside) or Patty at 
(979) 233-1461 (Quintana).

Saturday, Oct. 25: Food Fair at 
San Luis Pass County Park.  Bring 
your favorite foods to share and 
enjoy.  All day in the Tarpon Room 
all day.  Registered campers only; 
for information or reservations, call 

(979) 233-6026.
Monday, Nov. 3: - Stephen F. 

Austin Birthday Celebration.  Bring 
the family to the Austin Statue near 
Highways 288 and 35 for a celebra-
tion with a guest speaker, historical 
characters, musket volleys, music, 
and refreshments. Free event spon-
sored by local groups.  For informa-
tion, call the Department Office at 
(979) 864-1541.

Wednesday, Dec. 31: New 
Year’s Eve Party at Quintana Beach 
County Park.  Come enjoy a safe 
New Year’s Eve Party the whole 

family can attend.  Potluck dinner, 
bingo, and board games begin at 6 
p.m.  Registered campers only.  For 
more information or reservations, 
contact Quintana Beach County 
Park at (979) 233-1461. 

Small Watercraft Club.  Join 
the fun with Brazoria County Parks, 
Brazoria County 4-H Clubs, and 
Sea Center Texas as we learn 
about canoes and kayaks.  From 
basic watercraft safety and skills to 
short trips on local waterways, this 
growing club is a good fit for family 
activity and learning.  Dates, times, 

and locations vary by season.  For 
more information, call (979) 864-
1541 or e-mail jamesg@brazoria-
county.com. 

Saturday, Jan. 24, 9 a.m. 
- noon: Dunes Day.  Re-cycle 
Christmas Trees into beneficial 
sand dunes along the Brazoria 
County coastline.  Volunteers meet 
at Quintana and Surfside Beaches 
to rebuild, restore, and strengthen 
our dunes.  For more information, 
contact James at (979) 864-1541 
(Surfside) or Patty at (979) 233-
1461 (Quintana).

Brazoria County parks still have a lot of activities to offer throughout the year

The dune walkover project at San Luis Pass County Park is almost com-
plete!  By the end of September, parks visitors will have easier access to the 
new pedestrian beach area.  

Hurricane Ike changed the direction of currents in the San Luis Pass 
waterway.  Where sand once was scoured from the Brazoria County shore 
to be deposited on Galveston Island, the process has reversed - the beach 
on the west (Brazoria County) side of the pass is growing.  Just over 
1,200 linear feet of this new beach is designated as “pedestrian use only”.  
Restricting access to exclude motorized vehicles will benefit nature and 
human traffic alike.  Young beach-goers will have a relatively safe beach to 
play on without having to dodge errant motorists; nesting shore birds and 
sea turtles will have a protected area in which to lay their eggs.  

And, the new beach continues to grow!
Essentially a raised boardwalk, the walkway rises from the roadside to 

slope across a small field and above the forming dune line. Along its trajec-
tory, a branch of the boardwalk connects to the pavilion. Other than the 
branch, the walkway is arrow-straight for the entirety of its 120-foot length.  
All aspects of the project are engineered to meet all current ADA specifica-
tions.  

San Luis Pass walkover project nearing completion
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Google to test cars 
without a driver

By Brandon Bailey
San Jose Mercury News (MCT)

MOUNTAIN VIEW, Calif. — Google plans to 
begin testing its new prototype of a self-driving 
car — which, unlike earlier models, doesn’t 
require a back-up driver — at NASA’s Ames 
Research Center, just a few miles from the 
tech company’s headquarters, space agency 
officials said.

Because the testing area is a federal 
property, Google cars can drive the network of 
streets that criss-cross the sprawling, 2,000-
acre research facility without worrying about 
California regulations that say a human opera-
tor must be able to take control of self-driving 
vehicles during testing on public roads.

Testing of cars without drivers could begin 
as early next year, according to a statement 
from Ames associate director Deborah Feng. 
NASA is working with Google on the project 
and hopes to gain useful information for its 
own efforts to develop unmanned drones and 
air traffic management systems.

The Google cars are one of several projects 
run by the company’s secretive X division, 
overseen by co-founder Sergey Brin. He and 
Google CEO Larry Page have said computer-
driven cars may some day eliminate countless 
traffic injuries and deaths caused by human 
error, while also saving time, money and land 
devoted to parking, since they could drop off 
passengers and return later to pick them up.

Google, which is also testing cars at more 
remote sites, including a former air base in 
Merced County, declined to comment in detail.

The tech giant already has ties with NASA: 
Along with collaborating on other research 
projects, Google has leased a large section of 
field to build a big, new office campus. It’s also 
negotiating a separate lease to manage the 
historic hangars and runways. 

In recent years, Google’s self-driving car 
project has used retrofitted Lexus and Toyota 
cars that pilot themselves, using sophisticated 
sensors, software and onboard computers. 
Those vehicles, which are a common sight on 
streets around Mountain View, have steer-
ing wheels and other standard controls so 
technicians in the car can take over driving as 
needed.

But Google announced this spring that it’s 
developing a new prototype for a self-driving 
car. The small, bubble-shaped prototype has 
two seats and an electric motor that can go up 
to 25 mph, but no manual controls except for 
“start” and “stop” buttons. It may be impractical 
to expect passengers in a self-driving car to 
remain attentive and ready to intervene in an 
emergency, Google said in May, so it wants to 
design a car where that’s unnecessary.
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Despite family tragedies, God has 
not abandoned you, nor will He

My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Q: I feel like God has abandoned me. I’ve had three close rela-
tives die in the last few months, and now I just got word that my 
aunt (who’s been almost like a second mother to me) has inoperable 
cancer. Why is God doing this to me? - Mrs. C.G.

A: In all honesty, when things like this touch our lives we seldom know 
why God has allowed them to happen. Job in the Old Testament declared, 
“Man is born to trouble as surely as sparks fly upward” (Job 5:7).

But God has not abandoned you! In the midst of all that’s happening to 
you, God wants you to discover one of life’s greatest truths: He loves you 
and wants to help you and give you hope for the future. And He will, as 
you turn to Christ in faith and trust, and make Him (instead of your circum-
stances) the foundation of your life. Circumstances change... emotions 
change... but God never changes, and that’s why we can put our trust in 
Christ.

I’ve often said that hard times in life will do one of two things to us: 
they’ll either drive us away from God or turn us toward Him. Which is 
better? The answer is clear: It’s far better to put our lives into God’s hands 
than to try living without Him. The Bible says, “God is our refuge and 
strength, an ever-present help in trouble” (Psalm 46:1).

Mary, the mother of Jesus, experienced far greater sorrow than we will 
ever know, watching helplessly as her son - the Son of God - was nailed 
to a cross. How could God let it happen? But by His death and resurrec-
tion Christ purchased our salvation, and that made all the difference - for 
her, and for us.

Gasoline prices forecast to drop to four-year lows this fall
By Andrew Khouri
Los Angeles Times MCT)

Motorists have something to look 
forward to this fall: the lowest gas 
prices in four years.

That’s according to a prediction 
from GasBuddy.com, the price-

tracking website. Company analysts 
said the nation’s average gas price 
should tumble to a range of $3.15 to 
$3.25 for a gallon of regular.

That would make for the cheapest 
autumn gas since 2010. Motorists 
in more than 30 states are likely to 

enjoy prices below $3 at the pump, 
at least temporarily, GasBuddy said 
this week.

Nationally, the average price for 
a gallon of regular reached $3.37 
Wednesday, the lowest since Febru-
ary.

A U.S. shale oil boom in recent 
years has put downward pressure 
on prices, said GasBuddy analyst 
Tom Kloza.

“We are looking at the lowest 
crude prices domestically in four 
years,” Kloza said.

And several factors, including 
less demand in the fall, will bring 
down prices from summer, Gas-
Buddy said.

International crude prices have 
plunged more than $15 per barrel 
since June, when they peaked as 
the militant group Islamic State 
stormed through Iraq, capturing 
large swaths of territory.

MIT’s new robotic 
cheetah can even 
leap over hurdles
By Amina Khan
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

The cheetah is off the leash! 
Researchers at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology have built a 
four-legged robot that runs like the 
super-fast spotted feline and can 
even run on its own power, off a 
treadmill. The robot has now been 
filmed sprinting like a champ across 
grassy fields on the MIT university 
campus.

When tested on an indoor track, 
the robo-cheetah could run at a 
good clip of 10 miles per hour, and 
the researchers think that it could 
eventually reach speeds of 30 miles 
per hour. That still doesn’t hold a 
candle to an actual cheetah, which 
can reach speeds of 60 miles per 
hour in a matter of seconds — but 
it’s fast where legged robots are 
concerned.

If the robo-cheetah can indeed 
reach those speeds, it could 
potentially give Olympic sprinter 
Usain Bolt, who’s been clocked at 
nearly 28 miles per hour, a run for 
his money. In any case, the robot 
is already a multi-sport athlete — it 
can also do hurdles, leaping over 
obstacles up to 1.08 feet tall and 
sprinting onward.
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Scientists discover 3 
new mammals that lived 

alongside dinosaurs
By Deborah Netburn
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

In rocky outcroppings near a cornfield in north-
ern China, paleontologists have unearthed three 
species of squirrel-like mammals that lived at the 
same time as the dinosaurs.

Remarkably complete skeletons of the three 
new species—Shenshou lui, Xianshou linglong 
and Xianshou songae—were found in pieces 
of sandstone that date back 160 million years. 
Their discovery lends support to the theory that 
the population of mammals that lived among 
the dinosaurs was more diverse than previously 
thought.

“There was this idea that mammals were these 
miserable small little things living in the shadow 
of the dinosaurs, and that picture has changed 
quite a lot,” said paleontologist Jin Meng, a cura-
tor at the American Museum of Natural History in 
New York.

The three new mammals, all members of the 
new group Euharamiyida, range in size from a 
house mouse to a squirrel. They had long, thin 
fingers, tails that were longer than their bodies, 
and light, fragile skeletons, which all suggest they 
lived in the trees of the Jurassic forest. Their diet 
probably consisted of insects, nuts and fruit.

A paper describing the newly discovered 
animals was published Tuesday in the journal 
Nature.

These small furry creatures belong to an 
extinct group called Haramiyida that is known by 
the strange shape of its members’ molar teeth. 
Most mammals today are derived from an ancient 
mammal that had molars with three cusps 
arranged in a triangular shape. The Haramiyidas 
have two rows of cusps on their molars.

“This has puzzled paleontologists for many 
decades,” Meng said. “They didn’t know if 
Haramiyidas were mammals or not because their 
teeth were so weird.”

The structure of the tooth isn’t just different to 
look at; it also meant these animals chewed their 
food differently than we do. They probably moved 
their jaw back when they were eating, grinding 
the food up against the rows of cusps.

Scientists have been aware of Haramiyidas for 
a long time, but most of the fossilized remains of 
these creatures consist only of a few scattered 
teeth or perhaps a jawbone. With the discovery of 
these new mammals, paleontologists have a lot 
more material to work with.

“Now we have a complete skeleton that shows 
us the morphology of the skull, arm, leg, foot 
and hands,” Meng said, “and all that morphol-
ogy shows that these animals had mammalian 
features.”
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Look for us on 
Facebook

See who is waiting for you at SPCA-BC

Come by the SPCA-BC Shelter at 141 Canna Ln., Lake Jackson, or we 
are at Brazos Mall, Petco and Petsmart every Saturday, to  visit with these 
pets and many of their friends. Kennel sponsorships are now available 
for large or small kennels. Why not have your company or family recog-
nized with a plaque to show you care? Call (979) 285-2340, ext. 100, or visit 
www.spcabc.org for details. Help control the pet population. Have your pet 
spayed or neutered. Come by the  SPCA-BC, and fill out an application today.

Poverty rate posts first notable drop since ’06; Latinos show strides
By Jim Puzzanghera
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

WASHINGTON — The poorest 
Americans, particularly those who 
are Latino, finally are showing signs 
of joining in the economic recovery 
as the nation’s poverty rate dropped 
significantly last year for the first 
time since 2006.

The improving labor market drove 
the decrease in the rate to 14.5 
percent from 15 percent, which 
was near the highest level in a 
generation, the Census Bureau said 
recently.

The number of people with year-
round, full-time jobs rose by about 
2.8 million to 105.8 million last year. 
The increase included nearly a mil-
lion households with children under 
18 years old, helping fuel the first 
significant drop in the child poverty 
rate in more than a decade.

Latinos showed the most 
improvement last year, with their 
poverty rate dropping 2.1 percent-
age points and median household 

income posting its first increase 
since 2000.

But some analysts said the 
discouraging trends in recent years 
showed that much more needs to be 
done, such as increasing the federal 
minimum wage, to help Americans 
struggling to make ends meet.

“The fact unquestionably remains 
that the economic recovery has 
not done much to lift the living 
standards of most poor and middle-
income households,” said Jared 
Bernstein, senior fellow at the 
Center on Budget and Policy Priori-
ties and a former economic adviser 
to Vice President Joe Biden.

The income for the typical U.S. 
household barely budged last year, 
rising just $180 to $51,939. Adjusted 
for inflation, median household 
income remained about 8 percent 
below where it was in 2007, before 
the recession hit.

The 14.5 percent poverty rate still 
was two percentage points higher 
than it was in 2007. Because of 
population growth, the number of 
Americans living in poverty did not 
improve significantly for the third 

straight year, the Census report 
said.

There were 45.3 million people 
living below the poverty threshold, 
which last year was an annual 
income of less than $23,624 for a 
household with four people, includ-
ing two related children.

In 2012, about 46.5 million people 
were living below the poverty line.

Still, analysts were heartened that 
the poverty rate was on the down-
swing after holding steady at around 
15 percent since 2010.

“It’s much better that poverty is 
going down than what it’s been 
doing, which has been going up and 
remaining stagnant,” said Sheldon 
Danziger, president of the Russell 
Sage Foundation, which supports 
research on poverty and other 
social issues.

The drop in the child poverty rate 
was particularly noteworthy, ana-
lysts said. It fell to 19.9 percent last 
year from 21.8 percent, according 
to the Census Bureau. The last time 
the child poverty rate dropped more 
than 0.2 percentage points was in 
2000.

By Tim Logan
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

Maybe the kids today aren’t so 
different after all.

A survey from The Demand 
Institute, which studies consumer 
trends, finds that millennials have an 
outlook on housing that’s not unlike 
previous generations, with most 
saying they hope to own a house in 
the suburbs and they’re O.K. with 
driving around out there.

The report is a bit of a pushback 
from conventional wisdom in real 
estate circles that today’s 20-some-
things are more likely to choose 
walkable urban neighborhoods, or 
the idea they’re so scarred from 
coming of age in the housing crash 
that they’ll never themselves buy. 

But it also shows that there’s a 
kernel of truth to those ideas, and 
they have bigger barriers to home 
ownership than previous genera-
tions may have faced.

Of the 1,000 households age 18 
to 29 that were surveyed, 84 per-
cent said they either already own 
or plan to purchase a home, and 
75 percent described homeowner-
ship as “an important long-term 
goal.” 

Buying a home 
their dream, too 
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 Tom, Ma or Pa, in “The Grapes of 
Wrath”
5 Ballpark judges
9 Greek i’s
14 Doing nothing
15 Put a stop to
16 Russian currency
17 Food Network’s “Throwdown!” host
19 Actor’s platform
20 Remove pencil marks

21 Vinyl flooring piece
23 Skin care brand
24 ‘60s song about an insect who “hid 
/ Inside a doggie from Madrid”
27 Palsy-walsy
31 Mongrel
32 Villainous Norse god in the 2012 
film “The Avengers”
33 Musical pause
37 Guffaw
41 1996 R. Kelly hit

44 Baffling question
45 Sesame Street giggler
46 Increase, as prices
47 Singer Sumac
49 Deceives
51 Difference between money coming 
in and money being spent
57 Grand Ole __
58 Beverage nut
59 Newton with laws
64 Squirrel away
66 Contagious dog malady
68 Take place
69 SOS responder
70 Fast horse
71 Bridge predecessor
72 Stadium that hosted a 1965 
Beatles concert
73 Muscle firmness

Down
1 Be in sync (with)
2 Febreze target
3 “Fantastic Four” actress Jessica
4 Society newbies
5 Frequency between 300 and 3,000 
MHz
6 Island nation near Sicily
7 __ Jane
8 Touchscreen-touching tools
9 Org. that’s the target of April glowers
10 Not close enough
11 Game for young batters
12 Aquarium buildup
13 “I’m outta here!”
18 Polite rural assent
22 PC bailout key
25 Pile that aptly rhymes with fire
26 Hawaiian dance
27 Film excerpt
28 Vagabond
29 26-Down instruments
30 Hannah Montana portrayer
34 Eden outcast
35 Poivre companion
36 Duncan of the NBA’s Spurs
38 Usually fuzzy tabloid pics
39 Market surfeit
40 Doc’s shot provider
42 Culinary maven Rombauer
43 Denver’s st.
48 Inquire of
50 Victor’s cry
51 “Never in a million years!”
52 Pleistocene, e.g.
53 “Baywatch” actress Bingham
54 Magician’s opening
55 Word with drive or memory
56 Cavalry weapon
60 “Save me a __!”
61 Bushy do
62 Arkin of “Argo”
63 Sugar bowl unit
65 2000 Richard Gere role
67 Red-and-white supermarket logo
(c)2014 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
ROME  PARIS  BERLIN  LONDON  LISBON  ATHENS
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: GOUGE  CLOUT  BEMOAN  VOLUME
Answer: What a conversation with a teenager can turn into -- A MONOLOGUE  

Bulletin  Horoscope
Tribune Content Agency

ARIES (March 21-April 19): In the 
week ahead, you might be tempted 
to break away from the conventional 
or take undue risks. Resist the urge 
to stir up problems or rebel against 
the status quo and focus on getting 
attention for your accomplishments.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Your 
most intimate relationships can run 
smoothly during the week to come, 
especially during the next several 
days. You may be given opportuni-
ties to be more creative than usual, 
or to spend time with children.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 

Knuckling down doesn’t mean you 
must knuckle under. You’re filled 
with so many inspiring ideas that the 
only way to fulfill your dreams is to 
become more organized. Develop a 
priority list in the week ahead.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
Learn inspiring lessons from your 

peer group. Take to heart the 
warnings and principles espoused 
by your social network rather than 
ignoring the common causes. 
Money could arrive from unusual 
sources this week.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Move 
forward by having a method to 
your madness. Your fantasies can 
be fulfilled if you aren’t frivolous. 
Concentrate on achieving material 
success this week by formulating a 
plan that takes into consideration 
potential pitfalls.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): To 
make headway, you must maintain 
order in your life. In the week ahead, 
you might notice that your partner is 
more ambitious or more focused on 
achieving security. Working a team, 
you can double your efforts.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Follow 
through. If you promise to perform 
a service, then do it. In the week 
ahead, you may be confronted 
by coworkers or the boss if you 
don’t live up to your commitments. 
Remain passionate about pursuing 
excellence.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Worry can be like time spent in a 
rocking chair; it keeps you busy 
but doesn’t get you anyplace. In 

the upcoming week, address your 
concerns by taking steps to protect 
yourself from the slings and arrows 
of fate.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 
In the week ahead, you can impress 
people with your industry, as well as 
your fine set of family values. This 
could be a good time to make home 
improvements or put your good 
taste to work.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
If you want the respect of others you 
must respect yourself first. Behave 
in a manner that would make your 
mother proud as the week unfolds. 
Avoid giving in to any sudden urge 
to throw your weight around.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Granting a casual favor can lead 
to bigger and better things. During 
the week ahead, you may have the 
opportunity to improve your relation-
ship, as well as your future, by 
making some minor changes.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Lonely days and lonely nights might 
be your theme song in the week 
ahead. It isn’t that no one loves you, 
but new ambitions that keep you far 
from the fun. You may be engrossed 
in work in order to realize your 
dreams.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers



Page 16  THE BULLETIN  September 23, 2014   (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

Why is defensive 
driving a good deal?

So, you got a ticket. Now what?
Should you pay it, or should you 

take a defensive driving course?
While you may not like the idea of 

sitting in a defensive driving class for 
six hours, the reality is that defensive 
driving is the cheapest way to get rid 
of a traffic violation ticket.

Plus, by taking defensive driving, 
you also will earn a certificate that 
will decrease the liability portion of 
your car insurance by 10 percent for 
the next three years. Plus, there will 
not be any points attached to your 
license.

A defensive driving class like 
Stand-Up Defensive Driving at 
Brazos Mall in Lake Jackson, 
makes you a better, more careful 
and considerate driver. By keeping 
your attention through humor and 
integrating entertainment into the 
curriculum, you are subjected to a 
continuing education driving course 
that refreshes the rules of the road.

You’ll even learn about how laws 
of physics control what happens to 
you in a car crash, and how you can 
use these laws to avoid the crash 
altogether.

If you become a safer driver, 
chances are that you will be able to 
steer around accidents or stop your 
car safely before crashing. If you can 
do that by following a few defensive 
driving pointers, you will not file an 
insurance claim because you will not 
crash your car.

Saving 10 percent on insurance for 
the next three years is your reward 
for choosing defensive driving rather 
than paying the ticket. Once you 
complete the course and receive your 
certifi- cate, the ticket does not count. 
You also will not be allotted 2 points 
on your license for a moving violation 
or 3 points for a crash.

By law, you can take defensive 
driving once every 12 months to 
dismiss a ticket. However, once you 
complete a Stand-Up Defensive 
driving course, we hope that we 
won’t see you for another three 
years, when renewing your insurance 
discount certificate.

Call (979) 299-1000 for the Lake 
Jackson school inside Brazos Mall. 
Scheduled classes are Tues/Wed 6-9 
p.m. Sat. 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

Established in 1998


