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Texas Renaissance Fest ival
Ticket Give-Away Contest

NAME_________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________________
CITY_____________________________________(TX) (ZIP)____________________________
PHONE_______________________________________________________________________
WHERE DID YOU PICK UP THE PAPER?____________________________________________

Hear ye! Hear ye! Hear ye! The Bulletin is once again offering our loyal readers of this fair kingdom a 
chance to  win tickets to the Texas Renaissance Festival.
Print clearly. Send entries to: The Bulletin, P.O. Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516. At least 6 winners 

chosen at random will receive 2 tickets each to the Texas Renaissance Festival. One entry form per 
person. Copies not accepted. Winners will be announced in the Sept. 29 issue and will be mailed the 
tickets. This year, the tickets are for OPENING WEEKEND ONLY, Oct. 10-11 (Oktoberfest).

PLEASE TAKE ONE
FREEThe
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Ducking ducks in the park

A park visitor and her children are swarmed by ducks while visiting Resoft Park earlier this month.  About 
one quarter of the park’s duck population came in search of food, frightening the children with their noise 
and aggressive behavior.  See  story and other Brazoria County Parks Department stories inside.

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

My semi-eccentric brother-in-law, 
Harold, came to visit recently and 
brought us a present – a Geiger 
Counter.

It’s from the 1960s and one that 
Civil Defense stored in Arizona 
somewhere just in case the Rus-
sians decided to 
nuke the desert. 
Apparently 
they put some 
of them up for 
sale, and there 
was quite a bit 
of competition 
to get them, but 
he snagged a 
couple. 

“What made you bring us this?” I 
asked. “The Cold War is over, sort 
of.”

He lives a few miles from a 
nuclear power plant. He knew we 
have one next to us in Matagorda 
County. “If those things go up in 
smoke, you’ll need this,” he said. 
The counter could measure if, and 
how much radiation we pick up, 
should there be a release.

That actually makes a lot of 
sense. 

I worked in Bay City when the 
South Texas Nuclear Project Electric 
Generating Station (also known 
as STNP) was being constructed, 
and the local paper, The Bay City 
Tribune, was in full support of the 
project. And why not? It brought mil-

RAMBLINGS

By Cameron Huddleston
GOBankingRates.com (TNS)

Does the thought of haggling over 
your monthly bills make you break 
out in a cold sweat? You’re not 
alone. 

A 2013 Consumer Reports 
survey found that less than half of 
consumers had tried negotiating a 
better deal on everyday goods and 
services in the past three years. But 
if you can get over your fear of nego-
tiating, you’ll see the payoff in your 
pocketbook — especially when it 
comes to bills that you pay regularly 
or even occasionally.

Tai McNeely, a money-saving 
expert and founder of the His & Her 
Money blog, said she frequently 
negotiates with service providers to 
get a better rate. She’s successful 
nine out of 10 times. “I don’t have a 
problem with calling and asking for 
a discount because they budget for 
this stuff,” she said. “If you don’t use 
it, someone else will.”

Find out how to negotiate bills 
down to a more affordable cost:
MEDICAL BILLS

A pricey medical procedure 
can be a big blow to your budget, 
especially if your insurance policy 
has a high deductible or your insurer 
denies your claim. But you shouldn’t 
assume that you’re on the hook for 
the full amount you’re being asked to 
pay. “If you know what the going rate 
for a procedure is, you can always 
negotiate,” said Adria Gross, CEO 
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FREE SOCIALS
For people with stroke, 
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979-849-5051

Thurs., Sept. 24
10am - 2pm

First Presbyterian
 Angleton

NOBODY WILL LOOK FOR IT HERE: Two thieves stole a white Mer-
cedes and then tried to stash it in the Police Department parking garage 
in Middleton, England. They didn’t realize that the garage belonged to 
the cops, until two police vans pulled up in back of them as they entered. 
They panicked and ran, and then jumped into a nearby river. It was not 
enough to evade arrest.

MY MISTAKE; THAT’S NOT MY NAME: A man, who was pulled over 
in Whangarei, New Zealand, gave police a phony name because he 
was being sought for other crimes. Alas, the man whose name he gave 
was also a wanted man – for bail violations – so the cops took him to jail 
anyway. After his identity was cleared up in court, he was charged with 
perverting the course of justice.

THIS IS EMBARRASSING: A woman climbed 75 feet up a pine tree in 
Presque Isle, Maine, to rescue her cat, but got stuck and had to call the 
fire department to get her down. The cat climbed down on its own.

OH MY GOSH!  A 23-year-old woman was arrested after neighbors 
reported that she was having extremely loud intimate romps at her home 
in Birmingham, England. Their complaint stated that her screaming and 
shouting lasted for more than 10 minutes.

I THINK I’VE MADE MY POINT: As a result of some sort of dispute, 
a man stole a bulldozer from a mine in Teralba, Australia, and used it to 
knock down his neighbor’s house and to crush four vehicles that were 
parked outside.

HEY, YOU GOT ANY SALSA? A drunken 19-year-old kid, clad only in 
his boxer shorts, walked into the living room of a home in Greenwood, 
Ind., where the resident was sleeping on the couch, and started eating 
the guy’s chips. He left when the homeowner confronted him, but was 
arrested as he was walking down the street a short distance away.

SO IT WAS PRETTY MUCH WHAT I EXPECTED: A 30-year-old 
Colorado Springs man told authorities that he shot himself in the foot to 
find out how it would feel. It hurt.

WELL, IT WAS WORTH A TRY: A man who was ordered to court in 
Birmingham, England, to take a paternity test sent a friend who sort-of 
looked like him to take the test because he didn’t want to pay child sup-
port to the woman he impregnated. The scam didn’t work.

I’M A COP, HONEST: After a 44-year-old man was spotted putting on 
a police uniform in a parking lot in Ventura, Calif., local officers moved in 
to question him. The man, who was standing next to a black and white 
car with “Police” written on the side, told them that he was an off-duty 
member of the Los Angeles Police Department. A quick investigation 
revealed that he was not. The car was sold by the LAPD in 2012, and 
had not been registered since.

THEN THEY FLEW AWAY, OFFICER: A man was arrested for danc-
ing on top of a police car in Cape Coral, Fla. He said he did it because he 
had been threatened by vampires.

Drivers, Class-A
We’re Growing! 100% Employer 

PAID Group Health Insurance! 
Hazmat-Tank End a Plus$$! 
www.getmehomedispatcher.com. 
Call Tony:  855-582-4456

‘Dislike’ Facebook button on the way, but Zuckerberg won’t say when
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

The “dislike” button you’ve been 
waiting for is finally coming to 
Facebook.

During a town hall, Chief Execu-
tive Mark Zuckerberg said Facebook 
is responding to years of demand 
from users who simply aren’t satis-
fied with the “like” button alone.

Zuckerberg didn’t confirm whether 
the feature would officially be called 
“dislike” or specify when it would be 

rolled out. The Menlo Park, Calif., 
company had resisted developing 
a “dislike” button for years because 
Zuckerberg wanted to avoid a 
Reddit-style system of upvoting or 
downvoting posts.

“That doesn’t seem like the 
kind of community that we want to 
create,” he said during the Q-and-A 
at Facebook’s headquarters, which 
was streamed live on Zuckerberg’s 

Facebook page. “You don’t want to 
go through the process of sharing 
some moment that was important to 
you in your day and have someone 
downvote it.”

People want the button because 
they need other ways to “express 
empathy” beyond liking a post, he 
said. If someone posts about a death 
in the family, for example, users want 
an option other than clicking “like.”
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Why not try advertising in The Bulletin? If you are running 
ads somewhere else, you are paying more. You have nothing 
to lose and perhaps a lot to gain. Call (979) 849-5407 today to 
place an ad and realize the savings.

Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Humans are like popcorn
Q.  What does a popping pop-

corn kernel have in common with 
a jumping human?

A.  Welcome to “popcorn physics 
101”:  Seventeen billion quarts of 
this classic movie snack are cooked 
up every year in the U.S. alone, with 
some 96% of the kernels popping at 
356 degrees F, says Rachel Nuwer 
in “Scientific American” magazine.  
The basic journey of hard kernel to 
fluffy treat is straightforward:  Heat 
causes the water inside the kernel’s 
starchy interior to boil and thus burst 
through the shell.  Yet research-
ers have discovered a colorful 
new detail:  the starch first forms a 
leglike appendage, then on contact 
with the pan or bag, it compresses 
like a spring and vaults upward into 
a somersault.  “It’s quite similar to 
when we humans jump because 
we also compress our muscles and 
release them,” reported aeronautical 
engineer Emmanuel Virot.

Another finding:  The charac-
teristic “pop” does not come from 
the kernel cracking open, since 
super-sensitive microphones reg-
ister the sound typically occurring 
about 100 milliseconds afterward.  
Perhaps the noise instead comes 
from pockets of heated water vapor 
within bursting through their starchy 

cages.  Says Nuwer, “These deli-
cious results could help clarify tough 
physics ideas for students.”

World’s largest explosion
Q. What was the largest explo-

sion ever on Earth?
A. Probably when a Mars-sized 

object hit some 4.6 billion years 
ago, vaporizing huge amounts of 
rock that went into orbit and eventu-
ally accreted to form the Moon, 
says Brown University planetary 
geologist Carolyn Ernst. One of the 
next biggest was the impact from 
the 6-10-kilometer-diameter stony 
asteroid (or larger comet) that dug 
out the Chicxulub crater on Mexico’s 
Yucatan Peninsula, 145-180

kilometers across, energy of 100 
million megatons of TNT, believed 
to be the beginning of the end of the 
dinosaurs and myriad other species 
65 million years ago.

In recent times, the volcano 
Krakatoa on an Indonesian island 
erupted in 1883 with the energy 
equivalent of 200 megatons of 
TNT; Washington State’s Mount St. 
Helens in 1980 was at 400 mega-
tons. The Tunguska fireball of 1908, 
over

Siberia, likely from a stony sky-
streaking object some 50 meters 
across, created a shock wave that 
felled an estimated 60 million trees 

at some 10-15 megatons of TNT.
By comparison, the deadly 

Hiroshima atomic bomb had energy 
equivalent to 15 kilotons of TNT 
(.015 megatons), says Ernst.  The 
largest nuke ever produced was the 
Soviet Union’s Tsar Bomba (“King of 
Bombs”), estimated at 100 mega-
tons TNT.  In 1961, a scaled-down 
50-megaton version was tested “in 
the largest man-made explosion to 
date.”  

Brain vs. computer
Q. Which holds more memory, 

your personal computer or your 
brain? By how much?

A. Figure your brain at about 
100,000,000,000,000 synapses 
connecting its 100,000,000,000 neu-
rons, says University of California-
Berkeley computer scientist Stuart 
Russell.  The connection strengths 
of the synapses can be

regarded as the repository for 
long-term memories, very roughly 
equivalent to 100 terabytes 
(100,000,000,000,000 bytes = 
100 trillion).  “Few, if any, personal 
computers have this much stor-
age but some large corporate and 
government systems store more 
information than this on magnetic 
disk, optical disk, or tape.”

Raw storage capacity aside, 
your brain is vastly more complex 
than any computer.  Only certain 
areas of the brain are devoted to 
memory, mostly the hippocampus 
and the outer region known as the 
cortex.  And there are aspects of 
the human brain that as yet have 
no counterpart in computers, says 
Russell, such as the processing of 
emotions by the combined neural 
and endocrine systems.  

To a large extent, you are your 
brain -- but a brain is a lot more than 
just memory.  Don’t forget it.
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)

Did you know?
• Bats account for one-quarter of the 
mammal population in the world.

• For his last meal, serial killer John 
Wayne Gacy had a dozen shrimp, 
a bucket of chicken from KFC, 
fries, and a pound of strawberries.

• At any given second, the space 
bar on a computer or phone key-
board is pressed 6 million times.
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History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Sept. 21: ON THIS DATE in 
1897, the New York Sun ran its 
famous editorial that declared, 
“Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa 
Claus.” In 1938, a major hurricane 
struck New York and New Eng-
land, causing widespread damage 
and killing more than 600 people.

Sept. 22: ON THIS DATE in 
1692, sentence was carried out 
against the last person hanged for 
witchcraft in the United States. In 
1893, the first automobile built in 
the United States (by the Duryea 
brothers) ran in Springfield, Mass.

Sept. 23: ON THIS DATE in 
1806, explorers Meriwether Lewis 
and William Clark returned to 
St. Louis from their expedition to 
the Pacific Northwest. In 1952, 
vice-presidential nominee Richard 
Nixon made his “Checkers” 
speech, defending himself against 
accusations of misusing campaign 
funds.

Sept. 24: ON THIS DATE in 
1957, President Eisenhower 
ordered federal troops to help 
desegregate schools in Little 
Rock, Ark. In 1968, the news-
magazine show “60 Minutes” 
premiered on CBS-TV.

Sept. 25: ON THIS DATE in 
1789, the first U.S. Congress 
adopted 12 amendments to the 
Constitution and sent them to 
the states for ratification. Ten 
were approved and became the 
Bill of Rights. In 1919, President 
Woodrow Wilson became seri-
ously ill and collapsed after giving 
a speech.

Sept. 26: ON THIS DATE in 
1950, United Nations troops recap-
tured the South Korean capital of 
Seoul from the North Koreans. In 
1960, Richard M. Nixon and John 
F. Kennedy met in Chicago in the 
first televised debate between 
presidential candidates.

Sept. 27: ON THIS DATE in 
1939, Poland surrendered after 
nearly four weeks of resistance to 
invading forces from Nazi Ger-
many and the Soviet Union at the 
start of World War II in Europe. In 
1954, “The Tonight Show” starring 
Steve Allen premiered.

Answer to last week’s ques-
tion: This week in 1452, the Bible 
became the first book printed on a 
press with moveable type.

This week’s question: In 1927, 
the first motion picture feature with 
a soundtrack appeared. What was 
its title?

Alvin Community College was 
again ranked one of the best 
community colleges in the country 
according to data compiled by a 
financial services firm.

The website WalletHub, recently 
ranked ACC number 24 among 670 
community colleges throughout the 
country.

The site based their rankings 
on 17 different aspects includ-

ing tuition cost, career outcome, 
classroom experience, student to 
faculty ratio, student loan data and 
education outcomes.

ACC was ranked the first among 
community colleges in Texas.

“We are very pleased to see 
Alvin Community College’s 
high-ranking score in this study,” 
President Dr. Christal M. Albrecht 
said. “We offer high quality educa-

tional programs and services to our 
students but it is always nice to see 
outside organizations valuing our 
contributions. The ranking is a fine 
measure of ACC’s excellence.”

Some of the data used for the 
ratings was compiled through the  
Community College Survey of Stu-
dent Engagement (CCSSE) which 
is conducted by the University 
of Texas at Austin. The program 
interviews students throughout the 

country to learn about how they 
spend their time, what they get 
from their education, interaction 
with faculty and staff, how their 
college supports their education 
and more.

The survey has interviewed 6.4 
million students at 853 community 
colleges.

ACC was also ranked among 
the best for graduate salaries by 

the employee information firm 
Payscale. The company ranked the 
college in the top five among 460 
community colleges in the country.

The Aspen Institute has also 
ranked ACC three times among the 
top community colleges in United 
States in 2011, 2012 and 2014.

For more information about 
ACC call (281) 756-3500, or visit 
alvincollege.edu.

ACC ranked among top community colleges in the country, first in Texas by WalletHub

Brazoria Lions hosts Zone Meeting attended by area clubs
The Brazoria Lions Club hosted 

on Aug. 24 the Zone meeting for 
Zone 4, District 2S-4 at their club in 
Brazoria with Chairperson, Lion Bob 
Schwebel, officiating. 

District 2S-4 Vice District Gov-
ernor, Jerry Gilbert (Pearland) and 
District Governor, Billie Rae Gillias 
(Galveston) were in attendance.

Zone 4, District 2S-4 is comprised 
of eight clubs: Angleton, Angleton 
Noon, First Capitol West Columbia, 
Brazoria, Lake Jackson, Brazosport 
Breakfast, Brazosport Lady Noon, 
and Brazosport Evening. 

Zone meetings develop com-
munications and better relations 
between local clubs and their 

members.
They also disseminate infor-

mation about District, State, and 
National Lion’s activities.

The next Zone 4 meeting will be 
hosted by First Capitol West Colum-
bia, Nov. 5, at 7 p.m. followed by 
Lake Jackson in February (date to 
be announced).
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(This column was prepared by the Social Security Administration. For fast answers 
to specific Social Security questions, contact Social Security toll-free at 800-772-
1213 or visit www.socialsecurity.gov.)

What is Supplemental Security Income?
SOCIAL SECURITY Q&A

Q: What is Supplemental Security Income (SSI)?
A: SSI is a needs-based program that pays cash assistance to people 

with limited income and resources who are age 65 or older, blind or dis-
abled. Children with disabilities can get SSI, too. SSI is funded by general 
tax revenues — not Social Security taxes. To find out if you can get SSI, 
and how to apply, visit www.socialsecurity.gov/disabilityssi/ssi.html.  

Dia de los Muertos, Day of the 
Dead, is a traditional holiday honor-
ing ancestors and the cycle of life.

In Mexico, families gather in local 
cemeteries to share food, music, 
and fun to celebrate the continuing 
relationship with their ancestors and 
loved ones that have passed away.

Rather than mourning, Dia de 
los Muertos is a holiday of cheerful 
celebration. 

In that spirit, the Brazoria County 
Historical Museum, in partnership 
with the Brazoria County Hispanic 
Chamber of Commerce, Lake 
Jackson Historical Museum, and 
Freeport Historical Museum, will 
host a Dia de los Muertos exhibit, 
festival, and candlelight procession.

Starting Oct. 10, the Brazoria 
County Historical Museum, 100 
East Cedar, Angleton, will present a 

Dia de los Muertos exhibit explor-
ing the heritage of the holiday and 
showcasing themed art from the 
Brazosport Art League and the 
Pearland Art League.

Altars, colorful tributes to passed 
family and friends, will be created 
by local artists, nonprofits, and other 
groups for display. 

Community altars will be avail-
able for community members to 
honor their deceased loved ones 
with photos or stories, mementos, 
or silk flowers. 

A Community altar will also be 
displayed at the Freeport Historical 
Museum.

The Dia de los Muertos festival 
starts at 12 p.m. on Oct. 10. The 
festival is a vibrant interactive, 
educational and cultural celebration 
featuring activities for children, live 

musical and cultural performances, 
arts and crafts, and authentic food. 
Attendees are encouraged to 
come in their best Day of the Dead 
costume – skeletons, angels, saints, 
Frida Kahlo, etc.

A candlelight All Souls Proces-
sion will be held on All Souls Day, 
Monday, Nov. 2, at 6:30 pm in 
downtown Freeport.

Individuals and organizations 
interested in building an altar or 
contributing to a community altar 
at any of the museum locations 
should contact Jennifer Caulkins at 
programs@bchm.org or call (979) 
864-1208. 

These events are FREE family 
friendly community events. For 
additional information, please visit 
the Brazoria County Chamber 
of Commerce website at http:
//bchispanicchamber.com

Dia de los Muertos exhibit set at county museum Oct. 10

A single massage therapy session can have many emotional and physi-
cal benefits. It relieves stress, relaxes muscles, improves circulation and 
encourages relaxation, among many other health benefits.

If you’ve never experienced a massage or need one, the Massage 
Therapy Program at Brazosport College is providing a rare opportunity for 
a massage at no cost.

On Thursday, Oct. 1, the BC Massage Therapy Program is offering free 
15-minute chair massages on Thursday from 2 to 8 p.m. at the Student 
Pavilion on the campus of Brazosport College.

The massages will be administered by BC Massage Therapy students 
preparing to begin internships on Oct. 12.

“Many people in the college community don’t realize we have a mas-
sage therapy program here at Brazosport College,” said Kristin Smith, 
Community Education Healthcare Coordinator at Brazosport College. 
“This is a way of informing everyone of our program, as well as provide 
a sneak peak into what a massage is like and how beneficial it can be. It 
also gives our massage therapy students the ability to practice their mas-
sage techniques before starting internships.”

To learn more about BC’s Massage Therapy Program or the free mas-
sages on Oct. 1, call (979) 230-3503. 

BC Massage Therapy Program 
to offer free massages on Oct. 1
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Face honestly your need for God
My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Q: I admit I give in to tempta-
tions very easily, and it would 
be great if God would just make 
them go away. Will the devil 
stop bothering me if I become a 
Christian? - J.E.

A: No, the devil never stops 
trying to tempt us and turn us away 
from God, even after we’ve com-
mitted our lives to Christ. The Bible 
calls him “a roaring lion looking for 
someone to devour” (1 Peter 5:8).

But two very important things 
happen when we give our lives to 
Jesus. First, instead of wanting to 
please only ourselves and satisfy 
only our own desires, we instead 
want to please God. 

In other words, we no longer 
love the sins that used to attract 
us. Even if we sometimes give in to 
them, we soon learn to hate them, 
and we want to conquer them.

Second, when we sincerely 

commit our lives to Christ, God 
Himself comes to live within us by 
His Holy Spirit. 

We no longer have to fight temp-
tations on our own; God is with 
us to help us! I once heard a man 
say that when temptation came 
knocking, he simply sent Jesus to 
answer the door! The Bible says, 
“The Spirit helps us in our weak-
ness” (Romans 8:26).

Don’t be a slave to your tempta-
tions and bad habits any longer. 
You’ll never conquer them on your 
own, nor will you ever be able 
to look forward to the glories of 
heaven. 

Instead, by faith ask Christ to 
come into your life, forgiving your 
sins and giving you a new desire 
and a new power to live for Him 
every day. God’s promise is for 
you: “When you are tempted, he 
will also provide a way out so that 
you can endure it” (1 Corinthians 
10:13).

          LEGAL NOTICE
Application has been made 

with the Texas Alcoholic Bever-
age Commission for a Beer Retail 
Dealer’s On-Premise License (BE) 
by Deborah J. Davis, operating as 
Brooks Street Pub to be located 
at 129 S. Brooks Street, Brazoria, 
Brazoria County, Texas.

lions of dollars into the area.
The publisher at one time handed 

out “We Support the STNP” signs 
that we were encouraged to stick on 
our cars. I passed. Being a reporter, 
I didn’t think that was appropriate.

Not that I didn’t support it, but 
whatever I did or didn’t, I kept to 

myself, being a journalist, and one 
who just finished school and trav-
eled a long way to get his first job.

I never had any problems with the 
publisher, and this was not a stum-
bling block. Nobody in the news-
room took the sign. But, the paper 
survived from advertising by local 
businesses, and it was understand-

able that those businesses liked the 
additional people shopping in town.

Years later,  I toured the plant 
as a Houston Chronicle reporter 
and was very impressed. I was in a 
small group, and we were allowed 
everywhere, even in one of the 
reactor buildings that was inactive at 
the time.

“You could have used one of 
these back then,” Harold said. “Who 
knows what you picked up there.”

The place was sealed tight, I 
replied. We had gadgets on us mea-
suring the radiation, but there wasn’t 
any. They were not going to irradiate 
a bunch of writers. That would be 
bad publicity, I joked.

The security impressed me the 
most, though. Even back then, 
pre-911, it took quite a while to get 
inside. I’d bet it’s even tighter these 
days

So, I now have my vintage, mint-
condition Geiger Counter, complete 
with a pen-like device that measures 
radiation wherever you go. The pen 
is then positioned inside a base unit 
that measures how much radiation it 
has picked up.

Leave it to brother-in-law to show 
up with the perfect gift.

“Look at this circuit board. It’s 
like new,” he said as he showed me 
at length how to use it. If I missed 
anything, I can always refer to the 
detailed instruction booklet that 
came with the gadgets, also in 
perfect condition. 

He installed the battery, set the 
Gigert Countert and moved it all 
around in front of us, one by one. 
We all passed – no needle move-
ment. We are officially free of harm-
ful radiation.

He knew that I’m a sucker for 
vintage stuff like this. The Geiger 
Counter is now stored in an undis-
closed location, to be taken out 
only when someone who might be 
interested in such gadgets comes 
to visit.

Or, if something goes boom.

Brother-in-law shows up with vintage Geiger Counter
(Continued from Page 1)

Los Angeles Times (TNS)
LOS ANGELES — Snapchat 

has introduced its first in-app pur-
chase, offering users three replays 
of otherwise self-destructing mes-
sages for 99 cents.

Snapchat, one of the most highly 
valued private companies in the 
world, has hundreds of millions of 
users and expects tens of millions 
of dollars in revenue this year.

An update to the app launch-
ing also provides new “lenses” for 
taking a selfie through the app, 
including silly, scary and weird 
digital sketches that automatically 
decorate tongues, teeth and eyes. 
Lens options, which rotate daily, 
can be found by holding down 
on the front-facing photo capture 

screen. Users may also pull down 
a special menu from the top of the 
photo-taking screen in the app to 
see small trophies celebrating dif-
ferent uses of the app.

Apparently, Snapchat believes 
it must keep its product fun in the 
minds of its teenage and millen-
nial users. And it’s possible that 
advertisers could eventually pay to 
sponsor lenses and trophies. But 
it’s the new purchase option in the 
U.S. that could have an immedi-
ate, tangible impact as Snapchat 
tries to grow into the $15 billion 
market-capitalization company that 
investors have bet it is.

Snapchat has allowed one 
replay a day of its original feature  
sent between contacts.

Snapchat allows replays for a price
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sNine County Parks.
sA group campground with air-

conditioned dormitories, cabins, lake 
& bayou fishing, swimming pool & 
wooded trails.

sTwo full-service RV campgrounds 
with air-conditioned cabins, lighted 
fishing areas, covered pavilions, 
playground on the coast.

s23 miles of sandy beaches.
s20 public boat ramps.
sHistorical homes.
sCoastal ecology center.
sBird watching.
sShelling (peak season Dec.-Feb.)
sYear-round Adventure Programs.
sYear-round special events.
Administrative offices
313 W. Mulberry
Angleton, TX. 77515
(979) 864-1541
Brazoria County Parks Director 
Bryan Frazier
Board of Park Commissioners
Chairman: Meta Kirby 
Vice ChairmanL Paul Wofford, Jr.
Secretary: Joyce Peltier
Commissioners: Dorman David-

son, Rex Lloyd, Rebecca Golden, 
Alvie Merrill

SPONSORS
Platinum ($2,000)
BASF Corporation 

Dow Chemical Company
Freeport LNG
Gold ($1,500)

Warehouse Associates (Pirates Alley 
Café, Ocean Village Hotel, Beach 

House Associates)
Silver ($1,000)

Meyerland Custom Home Renovation LLC
Bronze ($500)

DM Petroleum Operations
DSM Nutritional Products Inc.
Kids Way Clinic, Lake Jackson

Town of Quintana

Resoft Park ducks to be relocated
Resoft County Park in Alvin is 

suffering from an overpopulation of 
ducks.  

No one knows for certain where 
they all came from, but people have 
been known to drop off unwanted 
ducks or ducklings, perhaps naively 
thinking they are doing no harm.

But it is evident that the park, 
with its ponds, protective islands, 
and duck-feeding visitors, is an 
excellent breeding ground.  Some 
ducks make for a pastoral, serene 
park; too many can damage park 
resources. 

“Just wondering why there are so 
many ducks at Resoft Park; went 
there yesterday and felt like I was in 
Alfred Hitchcock movie,” as one of 
our Facebook friends put it recently.  
“I thought about doing a little cast-
ing, but here came the ducks.  Also, 
the duck poop was everywhere.”

The park is home to several 
dozen semi-domesticated ducks, 
with some estimates of the popula-
tion as high as more than a 100.  

Visitors can hardly move near 
the pavilions and ponds without 
attracting a noisy, obnoxious crowd.  
Park rangers spend countless hours 
pressure-washing the tables and 
floors of pavilions to enable guests 
(who pay to use pavilions and 
reserve in advance) to use them at 
all.  

And as to fishing – the ducks are 

conditioned to congregate around 
any people because folks have his-
torically fed them — anglers often 
find themselves in near-combat 
situations at the water’s edge as the 
ravenous waterfowl attempt to steal 
lures, lunches, or most anything 
else that they can wrap their bills 
around.

Fortunately, the complaints have 
not fallen on deaf ears.  Commis-
sioner’s Court recently approved 
an order authorizing the removal 
/ relocation of excess ducks from 
Brazoria County Parks whenever 
duck populations become a public 
nuisance, or damage resources or 
facilities.  

Current plans are to contract with 
someone to remove and rehome the 
ducks to a farm or other landscape.  
Or, park staff can release the birds 
within the park system to any one 
of the other wide-open locations in 
the county system, posing no major 
problems.  

“Obviously, having ducks at a 
park pond is not inherently a big 
deal or a problem; they are a natural 
part of the landscape,” said Bryan 
Frazier, Brazoria County Parks 
Director. “But, like any resource, 
they must be managed, and when 
you get hordes of ducks overcrowd-
ing a small area, or when people 
drop off unwanted animals, it can 
become an issue. And, in fact it has. 

That many ducks at one place has 
crossed over into a public nuisance. 
We’re not looking to relocate all of 

them, but enough to restore some 
balance to the resource equation 
and help protect park facilities.”

The county parks department has a new logo, soon to be seen on uniform 
shirts, uniform T-shirts, ranger hat insignia, and caps.  The new logo is more 
representative of the natural resources the county has to offer: bottomland 
hardwood forests, world-class birding, an abundance of streams, bays, and 
beaches, and plenty of fish for visiting anglers. 

The old rectangular logo is not going away; it will be retained for letter-
heads and other official items.  

Parks Department introduces new logo

We also thank the many volunteers who help 
clean the beaches, stake out trees and sand 
fencing, lend a hand with programs, and add so 
much to the county’s parks and to our communi-
ties. To become a sponsor, or to volunteer in our 
programs, call (979) 864-1541, or email jamesg 
@brazoria-county.com.

BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION
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Schedule of events
Saturday, Sept. 26: Texas Adopt-A-Beach Fall Clean-Up.  Volunteers 

gather at 9 a.m. in Surfside and Quintana for a general beach clean-up.  
Dress for the weather and bring along some water.  Supplies provided; 
lunch afterward.  For more information, contact James at (979) 864-1541 
(Surfside) or Patty at (979) 233-1461 (Quintana).

Saturday, Oct. 17, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.: Basic Field Archery at Camp 
Mohawk County Park.  Learn the basics of field archery with instructor 
Marvin Hall.  All equipment provided. Space is limited. To pre-register, 
contact Camp Mohawk County Park at (281) 581-2319.

Tuesday, Nov. 3: Stephen F. Austin Birthday Celebration.  Join 
volunteers and students at the Austin Statue at Hwy. 288 and Hwy. 35 for 
a celebration with a guest speaker, historical characters, musket volleys, 
music, and refreshments. Free event sponsored by local groups.  For 
information, call the Department Office at (979) 864-1541.

Thursday, December 31: New Years Eve Party at Quintana Beach 
County Park.  A safe New Year’s Eve Party the whole family can attend.  
Potluck dinner, bingo, and board games begin at 6 p.m.  Registered camp-
ers only.  Contact Quintana Beach County Park at (979) 233-1461. 

Saturday, January 23, 9 a.m. - noon: Dunes Day.  Volunteers meet at 
Quintana and Surfside Beaches to rebuild, restore, and strengthen our 
dunes.  For more information, contact James at 979-864-1541 (Surfside) 
or Patty at 979-233-1461 (Quintana). 

Small Watercraft Club.  Join the fun with Brazoria County Parks, Bra-
zoria County 4-H Clubs, and Sea Center Texas as we learn about canoes 
and kayaks.  From basic watercraft safety and skills to short trips on local 
waterways, this club is a good fit for family activity and learning.  For more 
information call (979) 864-1541 or e-mail jamesg@brazoria-county.com. 

Labor Day has come and gone, 
signaling the rapid approach of the 
Adopt-A-Beach Fall Clean-up.  This 
year’s event is from 9 a.m. until 
noon on Saturday, Sept. 26.  

Volunteers can participate at 
any of 30 sites along the Texas 
coast, but we believe we have the 
best clean-up sites (and absolutely 
the best volunteers) right here in 
Brazoria County.  

Volunteers are given cards, 
gloves, pencils and trash bags upon 
registration at the site.  They are 
advised to wear closed-toe shoes, 
a hat, bring sunscreen and plenty 

of drinking water, and to dress for 
the weather.  Mosquito repellant, 
especially when working near the 
dunes, is a good idea, as well.  

On the beach, participants fill the 
provided bags with whatever trash 
they find, taking care to record the 
items on their data sheets.  It is 
easiest to work in teams, with one 
team member assigned to record-
ing.  Filled trash bags are left near 
– but not in – the trash barrels lining 
the beach.  Department crews will 
pick them up when the volunteers 
have gone.  

When the clean-up ends at noon, 

volunteers are asked to return 
their data sheets to the registration 
areas, where a light lunch will await 
them.   

The Adopt-A-Beach Fall Clean-
Up is a great opportunity for student 
organizations in need of community 
service hours, or for a team activity 
for companies, families, scouts, 
or … sports teams.  Any volunteer 
needing verification of service hours 
is encouraged to request a verifica-
tion form upon their return to the 
registration area.  

Brazoria County registration sites 
are:

Stahlman Park, in Surfside on 
Bluewater Highway - for Surfside 
and beaches east of the Old 
Brazos River.  Coordinator is 
James Glover at (979) 864-1541 or 
jamesg@brazoria-county.com.

Quintana Beach County Park 
next to the Quintana Jetty - for 
Quintana and Bryan beaches.  
Coordinator is Patty Brinkmeyer at 
(979) 233-1541 or pattyb@brazoria-
county.com.

Come out to Quintana or Surfside Beach and be part of the Adopt-A-Beach Fall Clean-Up Sept. 26

Quintana Beach park being readied for monarch butterflies
Thanks to a grant administered 

through the National Recreation 
and Parks Association (NRPA), the 
Quintana Beach County Park will be 
a more attractive stop-over site for 
monarch butterflies during seasonal 
migrations.  

Brazoria County commissioners 
during their latest meeting approved 
the parks department’s application 
to NRPA for a grant, and its subse-
quent receipt, to provide milkweed 
seedlings and additional funding 
for project materials or additional 
plants. The seedlings are slated 
to be planted at Quintana Beach 
County Park with the assistance of 
Phillips 66 employees. 

Brazoria County lies within the 
coastal flyway for migrating mon-
arch butterflies, which pass through 
in the fall and spring between 
breeding grounds in the northern 
United States and wintering grounds 
in Mexico, with millions of monarchs 
making the multigenerational trip 

each year. 
The grant awarded Brazoria 

County Parks provides for 32 milk-
weed seedlings and an additional 
$1,000 for necessary materials in 
planting the seedlings or for the 
purchase of more plants.  

“We appreciate the generosity of 
NRPA and Phillips 66 for pitching 
in and making this possible,” said 
Bryan Frazier, Brazoria County 
Parks director. “I think all of us are 
on board with doing what we can 
to try to help preserve monarch 
butterflies. And this will also provide 
another feature for park visitors to 
Quintana. It seems a great opportu-
nity, and good stewardship.”
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Two-wheeled electronic scooters are newest fad in how to have fun and get around

weight on their heels.
To turn, they point their toes 

slightly downward with the opposite 
foot. So to turn right, a rider pushes 
his left foot downward.

The scooters’ popularity is being 
fueled by hip-hop stars, rappers and 
other celebrities, some whom have 
been using scooters in promotions 
on social media.

Recently Kansas City Royals 

shortstop Alcides Escobar showed 
up for team photo day riding one.

The scooters even made head-
lines late last month when U.S. 
Custom officials briefly detained 
rapper Wiz Khalifa at the Los Ange-
les International Airport for refusing 
to get off his scooter.

Last spring a short Instagram 
video posted by model and televi-
sion personality Kendall Jenner 

By Robert A. Cronkleton
The Kansas City Star (TNS)

KANSAS CITY — Videographer 
Logan Meis of Overland Park, Kan., 
didn’t want his new two-wheeled 
electronic scooter to be too conspic-
uous, so he decided to buy a basic 
black one.

“I didn’t want a too flashy, ‘look-at-
me’ type,” he said. “But it’s going to 
do that anyway.”

He’s right.
It’s hard not to notice the electric 

two-wheeled scooters, which are 
gaining in popularity across the 
country.

Think of them as a cross between 
a hands-free Segway and a skate-
board.

They come in various brands and 
are called various things, includ-
ing hoverboard, mini-Segway and 
handle-less Segway.

Costing about $300 to $1,800, 
they can roll for hours on a single 
electric charge.

Online videos show riders calmly 
floating along as they zip down 
hallways, around apartments and 
onto elevators. They weave around 

obstacles and pedestrians on side-
walks. Advanced riders spin in place, 
ride backward and stop abruptly.

Meis, who shoots music videos, 
said he first noticed them on 
business trips to Los Angeles and 
Atlanta. Artists he was filming rode 
them around the set. Then the craze 
hit YouTube, as people posted 
videos of riders showing them off.

He just had to have one.
“I got it more for entertainment,” 

Meis said. “I thought it would be kind 
of fun to ride around and see what 
they are all about.”

He quickly learned they’re easy 
to ride.

“You just have to stay relaxed 
and trust it,” Meis said. “Start small 
and you’ll get the hang of it pretty 
quickly.”

The scooters rely on the same 
concept and similar technology as 
the Segway. Built-in gyroscopes help 
keep the rider stable. To maneuver, 
riders shift their weight and their 
feet.

To move forward, riders put more 
weight on their toes. To move back-
ward, riders lean back, putting more 

caused PhunkeeDuck Inc.’s sales to 
explode.

“Overnight, we went from 300 
Instagram followers to over 18,000 
Instagram followers,” said Matt 
Waxman, co-owner of New York-
based PhunkeeDuck, a scooter 
that can reach speeds of about 
10 mph and run for six hours on a 
single charge. “We are now at about 
145,000 followers.”

Waxman feels that the scooters 
could become more successful than 
Segway because they are much 
cheaper. At about 20 pounds, they 
also are smaller and less bulky, so 
riders can slip them into a bag or 
backpack.

Alex Klemovich, a senior at 
Kansas State University,, is hoping 
to cash in on the scooters’ popular-
ity. She started a company, UpWave 
Marketing Inc., that soon will sell 
the scooters under the GhostWave 
name.

“I wanted one of these scooters 
because I’ve seen them all over 
YouTube, Vine and all social media,” 
said Klemovich, who took her dad’s 
advice to start the business.
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1205 E. MULBERRY ST. ANGLETON

STARTING AT 11:00AM

AWARD WINNING BBQ
MADE FROM SCRATCH DAILY

ALL YOU CAN EAT

ONLY   14.99
--RIBS--

SATURDAYS - DINE IN ONLY

$

DINE-IN • TAKE-OUT • DRIVE-THRU
WWW.MYWILDWESTBBQ.COM

(979) 864-3666

Alvin Community College will 
host a viewing of an upcoming lunar 
eclipse on Sunday, Sept. 27 at the 
college observatory.

There will be six to eight tele-
scopes set up around the observa-
tory for stargazers to get a glimpse 
of the moon from 7 p.m. to 10:30 
p.m.

Parking will be available by the 
Science/Health Science Building of 
Mustang Road.

The Observatory opened in 2010 
and was part of the $19.9 million 
bond issue approved by voters in 
2005.

Located south of ACC Science/
Health Science Building, the Obser-
vatory is a 8 by 8-foot building with 
a 15-foot diameter and is topped by 
a dome. The structure is used by 
ACC students as well as the public 
during certain events.

For more information about the 
Observatory or the open house 
event, call (281) 756-3500.

Alvin College 
Observatory 
hosts lunar 
eclipse viewing

Outdated voting machines could pose headaches in 2016
By Eliza Newlin Carney
CQ-Roll Call (TNS)

WASHINGTON — Fifteen years 
after hanging chads in Florida 
forced the U.S. Supreme Court to 
settle the contested 2000 presiden-
tial election, dysfunctional voting 
machines could once again disrupt 
Election Day, warned a report 
released recently.

Aging voting machines around the 
nation are becoming obsolete and 
subject to such problems as flipped 
votes, tally errors and sudden 
shutdowns, according to a report 
by the Brennan Center for Justice 
at New York University’s School 
of Law. The problematic systems 
would cost at least $1 billion to fix, 
the report warns — well more than 
either Congress or cash-strapped 
state and local governments appear 
prepared to invest.

“Our findings might alarm a lot of 

people, and that might not be a bad 
thing,” Lawrence Norden, deputy 
director of the Brennan Center’s 
Democracy Program and a report 
co-author, told CQ Roll Call. Among 
those states operating outdated 
voting machines are such key presi-
dential swing states as Florida, Ohio 
and Pennsylvania.

Based on interviews with dozens 
of election officials and technology 
experts, the report concluded that 
more than half the jurisdictions 
around the country will be using 
voting machines at or near the end 
of their projected lifespans in 2016. 
Many were purchased with the $2 
billion in federal money freed up by 
the 2002 Help America Vote Act, 
enacted after the contested 2000 
presidential contest pulled the cur-
tain back on the nation’s balkanized, 
dilapidated and underfunded voting 
system.

But the touch-screen and direct-
recording electronic machines that 
were new in 2000 had projected 
lifespans of no more than 10 years 
to 15 years, and rely on memory 
cards, zip disks and software 
programs that are now increasingly 
obsolete and hard to replace. Elec-
tion officials reported scrambling 
on eBay to locate such parts as dot 
matrix printer ribbons.

“We had a system that was begin-
ning to fail, but there were no parts 
to keep it running,” Arizona election 
official Brad Nelson told the Bren-
nan Center.

Election officials in a few jurisdic-
tions, such as Los Angeles and 
Travis County, Texas, also are 
experimenting with cost efficient, off-
the-shelf technology to set up prom-
ising new digital voting systems, the 
report noted.

Given the unlikelihood that federal 
or state officials will invest heavily 
in voting machines between now 
and Election Day 2016, the report 
recommended that jurisdictions set 
up contingency plans.
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Several surprising ways your travel can be healthy
By Myscha Theriault
Tribune News Service (TNS)

It’s no secret that long plane 
rides, liberal dessert indulgences 
and large bar bills typically associ-
ated with vacation getaways can 
take a bit of a toll on the health of 
travelers. That said, there are a fair 
number of ways travel, particularly 
slower travel, can be healthier for 
you than day-to-day life back home.

Vitamins:  You may think you 
need to head to some Caribbean 
tropical isle in order to receive 
the vitamin D benefits from sun 
exposure. However, according to 
the fact sheet on the topic provided 
by the National Institutes of Health 
website, latitude has little to do 
with it. Benefits can be obtained in 
northern climates as well, through-

out large portions of the year. What 
does impact vitamin D synthesis 
according to the NIH, are things 
like cloud cover, time of day and 
even smog. Basically, this means 
that as long as you are making a 
reasonable effort to explore outdoor 
areas at your chosen destination on 
days when the sun is shining and 
air quality is good, you’ll be able to 
reap reasonable health benefits for 
free, courtesy of Mother Nature.

Food:  One thing I’ve noticed 
in many other parts of the world is 
how easy it is to make the shift from 
grabbing fast food to being able 
to get good food fast. From vegan 
falafel and veggie sandwiches on 
the city side streets of Kuwait and 
fresh-pressed pomegranate juice 
in Jordan, to Thailand’s vegetarian 

street noodles and drinking coconut 
juice straight from the source in 
Cambodia, there are places in this 
world where convenience doesn’t 
have to coincide with coronary heart 
disease. Something to think about 
if you are looking to spend some 
extended time abroad without pack-
ing on the extra pounds.

Errands: While the health benefits 
of walking are well documented, 
many travelers think they need to 
climb mountains and train for road 
races in order to maintain their 
health on the road. Depending on 
the location of your chosen accom-
modations however, even a simple 
errand schedule can provide a 
chance to include some extra steps 
in your daily total. It isn’t uncommon 
to skip a rental car when traveling, 
especially when the place you are 
visiting is particularly walkable. 
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By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

    Today’s prep-football tip 
When pronouncing Meadville and 

Dubois, the “D” is silent.
The two western Pennsylvania 

teams lit up the scoreboard Friday 
night, Meadville winning, 107-90.

The Beavers (Dubois) got a 741-
yard passing performance from Matt 
Miller, rang up 90 points — and still 
lost by 17!

That’s largely because Journey 
Brown of the Bulldogs (Meadville) 
rushed for 722 yards and 10 touch-
downs.

              Headlines
—At SportsPickle.com: “Patri-

ots say they heard Steelers admit 
they’re just jealous in secret record-
ings of Steelers locker room.”

—At BorowitzReport.com: “Patri-
ots never bothered to steal Jets’ 
playbook.”

     You (heart) football?
Chin up, football widows and 

widowers: The next Sunday without 
NFL football falls on Valentine’s Day.

         Stat of the Week
The shoes worn by Roger Ban-

nister in 1954 when he ran the first 
sub-4-minute mile (3:59.4) sold for 
$409,344 at Christie’s auction house 
in London. Which pencils out to 
roughly $1,710 per second.

             Tic-tac-d’oh!
Strangest three-and-out in football 

history: The Cleveland Browns kick 
off the season Sunday with a GM, 
coach and player suspended.

             Just asking
If Mariners ace pitcher Felix Her-

nandez is The King, what does that 
make their best outfielder — Lord of 
the Flies?

              Talko time
—Todd Dewey of the Las Vegas 

Review-Journal, after Steelers 
coach Mike Tomlin complained that 
his communication headset picked 
up the Patriots’ radio broadcast 
instead of his coaches in the press 
box: “Apparently he didn’t hear 
them mention that somebody should 
cover Rob Gronkowski.”

—Hamilton Tiger-Cats guard 
Peter Dyakowski, to the Toronto 
Star, after chippy play in his team’s 
CFL game against the Argonauts 
resulted in nine unnecessary-rough-
ness flags: “You know, sometimes 
roughness is necessary.”
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Look for us on 
Facebook

of MedWise Insurance Advocacy, 
which helps people navigate the 
medical claims system.

You can use free online source 
HealthCareBluebbok.com to look up 
the reasonable amount you should 
expect to pay for a medical proce-
dure, test or service in your area. 
Or, visit FairHealthConsumer.org, 
and use the consumer cost look-up 
tool to get cost estimates of medical 
and dental services in your area. 
This information can help you deter-
mine whether you’re being charged 
more than the estimated cost, giving 
you a starting point for negotiations.

Offering to pay with cash — 
rather than credit — is another good 
way to get a discount of at least 10 
percent to 50 percent, Gross said. 
She recently got a medical bill for 
a client reduced by 75 percent by 
using this strategy.

McNeely said that by taking the 
time to understand what her insur-
ance plan will and will not pay for 
has helped her dispute charges and 
avoid overpaying for medical care. 
“You have to know your rights and 
what is covered,” she said.
WIRELESS PHONE SERVICE BILL

Whenever McNeely signs up for 
wireless phone service, she never 
expects to pay the price advertised 
by a provider. She researches what 
other wireless providers are offering, 
then uses that information to negoti-
ate a lower price with the provider 
she wants. “A lot of times, they have 
flexibility to offer you a better pack-
age because they know you can go 
to their rivals,” McNeely said.

Make sure you research at least 
three competitors’ prices and have 
their websites open when you make 
your call so you can quickly refer-
ence their rates, she said. According 
to the Consumer Reports survey, 
half of the consumers who negoti-
ated their cellphone plans saved 
$100 or more.
CABLE OR SATELLITE TV BILL

You likely got a special promo-
tional rate when you signed up 
for cable or satellite TV service. 
But after that promotional period 
is up after a year or so, the cable 
company is banking on you not 
noticing that your rate has jumped, 
McNeely said. That doesn’t mean 
you’re locked into paying a bigger 
bill, however.

Call the cable company, and 
let it know that you’re considering 
switching providers or dropping your 
service if it won’t lower your rate. 
Also, cite a competitor’s offer. With 
more and more people cutting the 
cord and opting for online and pay-
as-you-go services, cable compa-
nies “want to keep your business, 
and they’ll do whatever it takes,” 
McNeely said. She typically gets her 
cable provider to lower her rate back 
to within $5 to $10 of the introduc-

tory rate and throw in a freebie.
McNeely schedules a calendar 

reminder on her smartphone to alert 
her one month before her rate is 
due to increase so she can call the 
cable company and start negotiat-
ing. To avoid getting stuck on hold, 
she always presses the key during 
the menu options that corresponds 
to the “change or cancel your ser-
vice” option. “They won’t leave you 
on hold because they don’t want to 
lose you,” she said.

Negotiating some of your bills can save money
(Continued from Page 1)

Did you know?
• More people have “died” inside the Halo Games than have ever died in 
real life on Earth.

• Sonic the Hedgehog would have to consume 686 chili dogs to run through 
a full game stage at supersonic speed.

• The happiest single people are those over the age of 65, according to a 
survey.

• If you are under the age of 38, statistics show that the funniest joke you 
will ever hear in your life is a joke you haven’t heard yet.

• Cameron Diaz revealed that she hasn’t used deodorant in almost 20 
years.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 One is featured in the 1962 
Ventures instrumental “The 2,000 
Pound Bee”
11 Bass output
15 He played the bandit Calvera in 
“The Magnificent Seven”
16 __ Maar, mistress of Picasso
17 Qualified for
18 “The Enemy Below” setting, 

briefly
19 Zap
20 Kid’s cry
21 Overpower with noise
23 Airline created by an Act of 
Parliament
25 Take away
26 “The Love Machine” author
29 Place to stretch
30 In abeyance

31 “Michael” co-screenwriter Ephron
32 Expected
33 Tie
34 “Hot House” Grammy-winning 
pianist
35 Philadelphia tourist attraction
36 DJIA part: Abbr.
37 Massenet opera
38 Heraklion’s island
39 Chimney repair job
41 14-Down, for one
42 Some property safeguards
43 “Alice in Wonderland” bird
44 They may be frozen or liquid
45 Ideal figure
46 School with the mascot Big Al
50 Quill parts
51 Food chain group
54 Greek letters
55 Gourmands
56 Erato’s instrument
57 South side

DOWN
1 Sense
2 Radius neighbor
3 Unpopular spots
4 Literally, “twice-baked”
5 Rod
6 “Tracey Takes On” author
7 Intestinal
8 Cry of achievement
9 Routine
10 Botswana neighbor, formerly
11 Some October campaigns
12 Fare reduction option
13 Sandusky locale
14 Keys holder in a Rubens portrait
22 Singer James
24 Person
25 Strikes out
26 Power source
27 Brown, e.g.
28 Business where lines are short?
29 Equip anew
31 Pain relief pill brand
34 Greenside stroke
35 1983 Styx hit that begins in 
Japanese
37 Flanged fastener
38 Rogue
40 Existing: Lat.
41 Francs and beans?
43 Winger of “Black Widow”
45 Cretaceous giant
47 Stretch
48 Seas overseas
49 Part of PDA: Abbr.
52 Certain threshold
53 Brewery sight
(c)2015 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
COYOTE  DONKEY  MONKEY  JAGUAR  WALRUS  RABBIT
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Tribune Content Agency
ARIES (March 21-April 19): Rev 

up your creative side and let it run 
free in the week ahead. You could 
be brimming with imaginative ideas 
and able to put them into action. 
Take the time to reflect on the best 
ways to achieve peace and tranquil-
ity.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Wel-
come a change of pace. Even the 
most solidly planted horse needs to 
get off the merry-go-round at some 
point. Relationships may take a turn 
in a fresh direction this week. Use 
your partner as a sounding board.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Ideas 
that pop up now may lead you to 
opportunities as the week unfolds. 
Prepare presentations or speak to 
others who can help your career. 

Commitments made now are likely 
to run smoothly over the long term.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Do 
a reality check. You may be caught 
up in an unrealistic approach to 
financial affairs and possessions as 
the week begins. Focus on making 
your workplace and your work as 
perfect as possible.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Romantic 
notions and confidence in magic 
potions might fill your head in the 
week ahead. You may be inspired 
by someone or something and think 
the sky is the limit. It’s a wise idea, 
however, to rely on common sense.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Hook 
up with friends and loved ones in 
the week to come. You may sparkle 
with an extra bit of glamour. You 
might be the center of someone’s 

amorous attention, but don’t make 
promises or commitments too soon.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Words 
that reflect honesty and sincerity 
are in the air. This could be a very 
good time to ask for advice or guid-
ance. Maintain a positive frame of 
mind and something of value might 
fall into your lap this week.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Net-
working in the week ahead could 
pay off by fattening your piggy 
bank. Brainstorm in tandem with a 
partner who can serve as a shrewd 
sounding board. A discussion may 
show the holes in your thinking.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Leave your cave and experi-
ment with something new. Put 
worries and cares aside and break 
free of chains that hold you back. 

You sizzle in social situations, as 
well as group activities in the week 
ahead.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Adapt to new directions without 
getting off track. There may be 
situations that call for a sprint to the 
finish line this week. Yet you can 
remain open to changes in plan 
without losing your momentum or 
equilibrium.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Use your noggin to iron out th e 
details of agreements and creative 

ideas. In the week ahead, you’ll 
benefit by adopting an unbiased 
logical approach to problems. Work 
hard to add pennies to your long-
term holdings.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Pay attention to your intuitions and 
act on your sympathies in the week 
ahead. A pat on the shoulder or a 
kind word at the right time might 
not be acknowledged immediately 
but bring rewards in the near 
future.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

Bulletin  Horoscope

Did you know?
• Paul McCartney is the only musician who has topped the chart as a solo 
artist, in a duo, in a trio, in a quartet, and a quintet.

• Season two is the only season of the TV series “Friends” where there is 
no episode on Thanksgiving Day.

• Technically, “Why did the chicken cross the road?” is not a joke, it’s an 
anti-joke. It’s funny because it’s deliberately not funny.

• In some instances, darkness moves faster than light.
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