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Reading newspaper comics or comic books makes for a good start
By Ron Rozelle
Special to The Bulletin

I’ve been reading comics for 
as long as I’ve been able to 

read, both in 
the newspaper 
and in booklets, 
which we called 
“funny books” 
when I was a kid. 
Some of them 
are called graphic 

novels now, which never would 

have flown when I was a boy. Dirty 
books were called graphic novels 
back then, and I’d have gotten into 
all sorts of trouble for even having 
one, much less reading it.

My interests ranged widely in 
those days. I liked Superman and 
The Phantom, but those were the 
only two superheroes that held my 
attention for long. Except for Mighty 
Mouse, who came into my black 
and white television every Saturday 
morning to “save the day.” Archie 

was a particular favorite because I 
had a crush on Betty, and Jughead 
reminded me of Maynard G. Krebs 
on “The Many Loves of Dobie Gillis” 
on television.

And there were some fat special 
editions of Dennis the Menace 
that I wish I’d held on to. I’ve tried 
to locate them on the Internet, but 
they’re as hard to come by as old 
Phantom comics. So if you have any 
that you’re going to toss out, feel 
free to toss them my way.

In one of those Dennis sagas, 
he and his family went on vaca-
tion to Hawaii, and in another, 
to Yellowstone National Park. 
One Christmas they traveled to 
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, to visit 
Dennis’ grandfather. I had just 
finished reading the one about the 
Mitchell family’s trip to Wash-
ington, D.C., when President 
Kennedy was assassinated, and 
all of the government buildings 

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

A year or so ago, I wrote a 
column about the Astros when 
they started losing games. Shortly 
afterward, the team bounced back 
and wound up in post-season play.

“You need to 
write another 
column,” said 
Bill, who works 
at the Angleton 
Post Office. “It 
worked the last 
time.”

“I remember 
that,” I replied.  

“They were falling quickly until the 
column came out.”

This year, Houston’s favorite 
professional baseball team again 
has had its ups and downs, start-
ing the season with a horrible April. 
Many of my fellow fair-weathered 
fans have probably written them 
off a few times, probably weekly.

After Bill mentioned that, I 
started thinking about putting 
another column together for good 
luck’s sake. I also discussed the 
idea with my editor. “What harm 
would it do, other than you spelling 
a bunch of words wrong?” she 
asked.

That’s right. It can’t really hurt, 
since the Astros organization 
doesn’t know that I even exist, and 
nobody there has read or heard 
of The Bulletin (which is their loss 
and misfortune).

Unlike you, dear readers, who 
have been with us for many years, 
there are those people outside 
of our distribution area who don’t 
know anything about us. I know 
this comes as a shock to you, (and 
me) but it’s true.

The Bulletin is a small com-
munity weekly, and unfortunately, 
most of the world outside of Bra-

RAMBLINGS
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WILL THAT BE CASH OR CHARGE? A week after a woman was 
ordered to anger management classes, she had a meltdown in a super-
market in Detroit over the decoration job on her son’s birthday cake. She 
drop-kicked the custom-ordered cake, stomped all over it, and walked 
out.

WE’LL CALL YOU IF A JOB OPENS UP: A man filled out an 
employment application for a position at Chuck E. Cheese in Lexington, 
Ky., but, during the job interview, he announced that he was there to rob 
the place. The manager said he didn’t have access to the safe, so the 
would-be robber left. Police are expected to pay him a visit very soon.

YOU MEAN PEOPLE COULD SEE US!? A 28-year-old man and 
his 18-year-old girlfriend got very drunk, climbed up one of the arches of 
the Kaiserlei Bridge in Frankfurt, Germany, and proceeded to put on a 
show above the Main River at 11 in the morning. The cops told them to 
leave and not come back

WE FEEL IT’S REALLY FOR THE BEST: Neighbors of a 
woman in Kent, England, complained that her efforts at playing the violin 
“sounded like a cat being strangled.” Noise pollution officers monitored 
the sounds coming from her residence and found that they could be 
heard 200 feet away day and night. The woman was ordered to knock it 
off, but she refused, so officials came and confiscated her fiddle.

 WHAT DO YOU THINK OF MY RIMS? A police officer pulled 
over a large semi truck in Jingdezhen, China, because it was missing its 
front tires. The driver said the tires were ripped away in an accident, and 
he decided to drive it home on its rims, where he planned to do repairs.

PERHAPS YOU SHOULD SETTLE IT ON YOUR OWN, SIR: 
The police emergency call center in British Columbia listed some of the 
non-emergency calls it had received in the previous year. Among them: 
a complaint that a coffee shop refused to give a refill, and that a man’s 
roommate had used his toothbrush.

YES, I’D CALL IT UNUSUAL: A man accidentally shot himself in 
the face with a flare gun in his home in Guadalupe, Ariz., setting his hair 
and upper body ablaze. A police detective said, “It’s something we don’t 
see every day.” Alcohol was said to be a factor.

SLOW DOWN, LADY! A woman lost control of her car and crashed 
into eight vehicles parked in the YMCA lot in Manitowoc, Wis., causing 
“significant” damage.

HE HAD A MASK AND EVERYTHING: Police answered a 
burglary call at a property management office in Palm Bay, Fla., after 
workers found the place in disarray with ceiling tiles on the floor and 
papers strewn everywhere. The cops immediately located their suspect: 
A raccoon hiding behind a potted plant.

Look for us on 
Facebook

Brazoria Lions Club fall semi-annual garage sale scheduled for Sept. 30-Oct. 1
The Brazoria Lions Club will hold 

its second semi-annual Garage Sale 
of the year at the American Legion 
Hall and Pavilion on F.M. 521 in 
Brazoria.

Set-up for the event will take 
place Wednesday and Thursday, 

Sept. 28 and 29 from 8 a.m. until 
4 p.m. Donations for the sale will 
be accepted during this time – or 
sooner (please call (979) 798-7069 
for pick-up).

The actual sale runs Friday, Sept. 
30 from 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. through 

Saturday, Oct.1 from 8 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
This year, the sale features home 
furniture as well as other worthwhile 

items. 
Volunteers wishing to help with 

the set up or sale will be welcomed. 
Proceeds of the event benefit the 
Brazoria Library and other Brazoria 
Lions Club community projects. 

For more information, call Scotty 
McCaskill at (979) 798-7069. 

         LEGAL NOTICE
Application has been made 

with the Texas Alcoholic Bever-
age Commission for a Beer Retail 
Dealer’s On-Premise License (BE) 
by Deborah J. Davis, operating as 
Brooks Street Pub to be located 
at 129 S. Brooks Street, Brazoria, 
Brazoria County, Texas.

         LEGAL NOTICE
Application has been made with 

the Texas Alcoholic Beverage 
Commission for a Wine and Beer 
Retailer’s Permit (BG) by Mighty 
Misfits, LLC, operating as Dora-
do’s #2 to be located at 135 Shark 
Lane, Surfside Beach, Brazoria 
County, Texas. Managers of said 
Limited Liability Company (LLC) 
are Tracy C. Hester and John H. 
Davenport.

WANTED: The Bulletin is looking 
for a feature writer. Send samples and 
resume to john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Great experience for self-starters,  
communications majors.
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

THE OPPOSITE OF CORRECT 
Q. Prognosticating is not one of 

humanity’s strong suits.  According 
to Jeff Wilser of “Mental Floss” mag-
azine, what are a few of history’s 
“not entirely accurate predictions?”

A. Referring to the historic signing 
of the “Declaration of Indepen-
dence,” John Adams on July 3, 
1776, declared, “The second day of 
July 1776 will be the most memora-
ble date in the history of America… 
I am apt to believe that it will be cel-
ebrated, by succeeding generations, 
as the great anniversary festival.”

A Western Union internal memo 
of 1876 described the telephone as 
having “too many shortcomings to 
be seriously considered as a means 
of communication,” with no inherent 
value to the company.

As a New York Times editorial 
reported in 1920: “A rocket will 
never be able to leave the Earth’s 
atmosphere.”

Quipped Harry M. Warner of 
Warner Brothers motion picture 
fame in 1927, “Who the hell wants 
to hear actors talk?”

In 1929, at the brink of the 
Great Depression, Yale University 
economist Irving Fisher mis-pre-
dicted: “Stock prices have reached 

what looks like a permanently high 
plateau.”

“Popular Mechanics” magazine 
in 1949 opined: “Computers in the 
future may have only 1000 vacuum 
tubes and perhaps weigh only 1 1/2 
tons.”

And in 2006, New York Times 
tech columnist David Pogue, 
responding to queries about when 
Apple would come out with a cell 
phone, stated: “My answer is, prob-
ably never.”

     SUICIDE NO. 997 
Q. Why did authorities at the 

Golden Gate Bridge stop reporting 
suicide stats when the death toll 
reached 997?

A. Unfortunately, Golden Gate 
Bridge has the dubious distinction 
of being the most popular suicide 
site in the U.S., says Dan Lewis in 
his book “Now I Know More.”  In 
1995, “when the number hit 997, 
authorities stopped counting to 
avoid giving anyone the incentive 
of being jumper number 1,000.”  
Between 1937, when the bridge was 
built, and 2013, some 1,600 sui-
cides were tallied, based on actual 
bodies recovered or eyewitness 
accounts.  The number would have 
been greater had it not been for 
California Highway Patrol Sergeant 
Kevin Briggs, who, since 1994 “has 
managed to talk an estimated 200 

people out of jumping.”
The world’s most popular suicide 

bridge is widely regarded to be the 
Nanjing Yangtze River Bridge in 
China.  Number of suicide deaths?  
Unavailable.

WORLD IS FATTER AND... 
Q. After epidemiologists collected 

data on height and weight in 1975 
and then again in 2014, how did 
George Davey Smith sum up the 
findings: “The world is at once fatter 
and…”  A. healthier   B. poorer   C. 
sicker   D. happier?

A. Despite a massive public 
health campaign, worldwide obesity 
rates have “hurtled along like a 
freight train on greased tracks,” 
says Meghan Rosen in “Science 
News” magazine.  In 2014, more 
than 640 million men and women 
were obese, up from an estimated 
105 million in 1975.  Analyzing data 
for more than 19 million adults, 
researchers calculated that overall 
individuals are “gaining about 1.5 
kilograms (over 3 pounds) per 
decade—roughly the weight of a 
half-gallon of ice cream.”

But over those four decades, 
“average life expectancy also 
jumped:  from less than 59 years to 
more than 71 years.”  Epidemiolo-
gist Smith “boils the data down to a 
single, seemingly paradoxical sen-
tence: ‘The world is at once fatter 
and healthier.’”  Did you choose A 
as the correct answer?
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

Did you know?

Please let our advertisers know that 
you saw their ad in The Bulletin

• A Russian blogger has been 
jailed for playing Pokemon Go in a 
church—he’s being charged with 
“mockery of religious beliefs.”

• Humans can’t digest grass 
because our bodies don’t have what 
it takes to break down the cellulose 
found in the plant.

• The TV Beer Mug has a sloped 
edge to ensure that you never have 
an obstructed view while drinking a 
cold one.

• Reshma Qureshi, a 19-year-old 
acid attack survivor from India, will 
be walking in New York Fashion 
Week in 2017.

• A study shows that paying 
people to raise money for charity 
makes them less persuasive than 
when they’re volunteering.

Drone catches fish
David Freiheit went fishing with 

a modified drone in Quebec and 
caught a goldfish, which he then 
released. 

Freiheit took his quadcopter 
drone to a public park in the city 
to perform this task, according to 
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TDECU hosted another successful Annual School Supply Drive, 
collecting over 3,000 school supply items for students in the 
communities they serve. The drive collected donations for much-
needed supplies from Members and employees. Donations were 
accepted at Member Centers throughout the Texas Gulf Coast, the 
Crossroads area, Greater Houston and Dallas/Fort Worth, and were 
then donated to local community efforts and ISDs prior to the start of 
the 2016/2017 school year.

TDECU’s school supply drive successfull AISD seeks community input on long-term strategic plan
 Launches Strategic Planning Process to carry district into the future

Angleton ISD is launching a 
strategic design process to develop 
its long-term plan that will focus on 
making a wide-spread and long-last-
ing impact for both teachers and 
students.

“We are on the cusp of some 
great change, and we need to 
define a five-year strategic plan to 
prepare for the growth that is head-
ing our way,” AISD Superintendent 
Dr. Patricia Montgomery said.

Montgomery says that the com-
munity has to be prepared for the 
growth that is making its way to 
Angleton and that the district must 
make decisions in the best inter-
est of Angleton and the children it 
serves.

“We are seeing such tremendous 
growth in neighboring school dis-
tricts, and we have to be prepared 
for it,” she said.  “We don’t want to 
be making plans for growth when it 
is already happening; we want to be 
prepared for whatever the future is 
for AISD.”

To launch this strategic design 
process, AISD is asking all stake-
holders to participate in a short 
survey about the district and future 
aspirations for the district.  The 
survey can be found online at 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/
r/Angleton_ISD or by visiting the 

AISD website.  The survey consists 
of 10 questions and is open through 
Sept. 21.  If someone does not have 
access to a computer, he can stop 
by the AISD Administration Building 
to pick up a paper copy.

The results from the survey will 
be used to help in the next stage 
of the process, which is a series 
of focus groups that will be held 
to gather additional input and to 
narrow the district’s priorities. With 
the information gathered from 
the survey, the focus groups will 
participate in a deeper dialogue on 
what they believe is most important 
for AISD.

While certain focus groups are 
very specific to certain stakeholder 
groups, there will be a community 
focus group that is open to the 
general public. Each focus group is 
limited to 15 participants. Anyone 
wishing to be a part of the com-
munity focus group needs to call 
(979) 864-8025 to register and to 
receive information about the time 
and place.

With the information, feedback 
and input gathered from the focus 
groups and survey, a strategic 
design team comprised of AISD 
stakeholders will create a commu-
nity-inspired strategic direction and 
action plan that will guide the work 
of the district for the coming years.

This strategic direction will include 
a set of community beliefs, vision, 
goals and action steps.  Addition-
ally, it will allow AISD to measure 
student learning and will serve as 
a guide for the district as it makes 
future decisions regarding instruc-
tion, budgeting, staffing and facility 
planning.

“The bottom line is that we want 
to make sure we are serving the 
children of this community today 
as well as tomorrow,” Montgomery 
said. “This process will allow us 
to build a school system that best 
serves this community for many 
years.”

Throughout this process, AISD 
will continue to post updates on its 
website at www.angletonisd.net.

Did you know?
• On average, teachers in the U.S. make 78.6 percent of what other work-

ers with the same level of education make.
• During World War II, Americans donated their leftover bacon grease to 

the war effort—rendered fats could be used to make explosives.
• Up until 500 CE, Jesus was depicted as beardless.
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(This column was prepared by the Social Security Administration. For fast answers 
to specific Social Security questions, contact Social Security toll-free at 800-772-
1213 or visit www.socialsecurity.gov.)

Questions and answers about your 
Social Security

Q: I have been receiving my Supplemental Security 
Income by direct deposit for years, but I need to change my 
bank account. How can I do that?

A: For SSI benefits, you can complete changes in direct deposit 
by calling or visiting your local field office. In addition, you may call 
1-800-722-1213 (TTY 1-800-325-0778) between the hours of 7 a.m. 
and 7 p.m. For more information regarding direct deposit, please visit 
www.socialsecurity.gov/deposit.
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.Bankrate.com (TNS)
Reverse mortgages are often 

considered a last-resort source 
of income, but they have become 
a planning tool for cash-strapped 
homeowners.

The first Federal Housing Admin-
istration-insured reverse mortgage 
was introduced in 1989. Such loans 
enable seniors age 62 and older 
to access a portion of their home 
equity without having to move.

———
Reverse mortgage: What is it?
A type of home equity loan for 

older homeowners. It does not 
require monthly mortgage pay-
ments. The loan is repaid after the 
borrower moves out or dies. It is 
also known as a home equity con-
version mortgage, or HECM.

———
WHO WOULD BENEFIT
Steven Sass, program director at 

the Center for Retirement Research 
at Boston College, says a reverse 
mortgage makes sense for people 
who:

— Don’t plan to move.
— Can afford the cost of main-

taining their home.
— Want to access the equity 

in their home to supplement their 
income or have money available for 
a rainy day.

Some people even use a reverse 
mortgage to eliminate their existing 
mortgage and improve their monthly 
cash flow, says Peter Bell, president 
and CEO of the National Reverse 
Mortgage Lenders Association.

“In some cases, people may have 
an immediate need to pay off debt, 
or they may have had some unex-
pected expenses like a home repair 
or health care situation,” Bell says.

The bank makes payments to 
the borrower throughout his or her 
lifetime based on a percentage of 
accumulated home equity. The loan 
balance does not have to be repaid 
until the borrower dies, sells the 
home or permanently moves out.

REVERSE MORTGAGES 
BASICS

— How does it work? The bank 
makes payments to the borrower 
based on a percentage of accumu-
lated home equity.

— When does it need to be 
repaid? When the borrower dies, 
sells the home or permanently 
moves out.

— Who is eligible? Seniors age 
62 and older who own homes out-
right or have small mortgages.

— How can the money be used? 
For any reason. Retirees typically 
use cash to supplement income, 
pay for health care expenses, pay 
off debt or finance home improve-
ment jobs.

Better yet, you can never owe 
more than the value of your home 
in a reverse mortgage loan, regard-
less of how much you borrow. And 
if the balance is less than the value 
of your home at the time of repay-
ment, you or your heirs keep the 
difference.

HOW MUCH CAN YOU GET?
According to the National 

Reverse Mortgage Lenders Asso-
ciation, several factors determine 
the amount of funds you are eligible 
to receive through a reverse mort-
gage.

FACTORS THAT INFLUENCE 
LOAN AMOUNT

— Age (or the age of the young-
est spouse in the case of couples).

— Value of home.
— Interest rate.
— Lesser of appraised value or 

the HECM FHA mortgage limit of 
$625,500.

To be eligible for a reverse 
mortgage, you must either own your 
home outright or have a low mort-
gage balance that can be paid off at 
the closing with proceeds from the 
reverse loan.

You must also use the home as 
your primary residence.

Generally, the older you are and 
the more valuable your home, the 
more money you can get.

There are no restrictions for how 
the money from a reverse mortgage 
loan must be used.

The method of payment col-
lection depends on the type of 
mortgage. Retirees with an adjust-
able-rate mortgage can collect their 
payments on a reverse mortgage 
as a lump sum, fixed monthly 
payment, line of credit or some 
combination.

Holders of fixed-rate mortgages 
receive a lump sum.

PROS AND CONS OF A 
REVERSE MORTGAGE

Pros
— Does not require monthly pay-

ments from the borrower.
— Proceeds can be used to 

pay off debt or settle unexpected 
expenses.

— The money can pay off the 
existing mortgage.

— Funds can improve monthly 
cash flow.

Cons
— Fees and other closing costs 

can be high.
— Borrower must maintain the 

house and pay property taxes and 
homeowners insurance.

— A reverse mortgage can 
complicate one’s wish to keep the 
house in the family.

WHO WOULDN’T BENEFIT
A reverse mortgage wouldn’t be 

the best option if you can’t maintain 
the costs associated with the home, 
even without a monthly mortgage 
payment.

If you die or the home isn’t the 
primary residence for more than 12 
months, the loan comes due, which 
means either you or the estate has 

the option to repay the loan or put 
the home up for sale to settle it.

Homeowners interested in 
taking out a reverse mortgage are 
required to receive mandatory (free) 
counseling by an independent 
third party, including an agency 
approved by the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 
or a national counseling agency 
such as AARP. These organizations 
help homeowners review alternative 
options.

“As you get older, it gets harder 
to grasp some of the terms in these 
kinds of transactions, so it’s not a 
bad idea to have someone younger 
who you trust, like an adult child, 
involved in the process,” says 
Phillip Cook, a CFP professional in 
Manhattan Beach, Calif.

ABOUT THE COSTS
If you decide to proceed with 

the loan, you can expect to pay 
higher-than-average closing costs 

based on the value of your home, 
including origination fees, upfront 
mortgage insurance and appraisal 
fees.

The interest rate you pay is also 
generally higher than that for a 
traditional mortgage.

Anyone who takes out a reverse 
mortgage remains responsible for 
paying property taxes, insurance 
and repairs on their home. If you fail 
to comply, you may be required to 
repay your reverse mortgage early.

Spending the equity in your 
home diminishes the value of your 
estate.

“Always explore all other sources 
of income first before tapping into 
your home equity,” advises Cook. 
“Liquidate your portfolio and cut 
down on your living expenses. 
If you still don’t have enough, 
a reverse mortgage may make 
sense.”

©2016 Bankrate.com

Reverse mortgage: What is it and how does it work?

Real estate Q&A: How do I decide whether to refinance?
By Gary M. Singer
Sun Sentinel (TNS)

Q: We bought our home two 
years ago with a Federal Housing 
Administration loan and an inter-
est rate of 4.5 percent. As part of 
our monthly mortgage payment, 
we are paying mortgage insur-
ance. What is that? And I have 
been receiving offers in the mail 
to refinance at a better interest 
rate to lower our payments. Is this 
something we should do?

— Adoria
A: In many cases, homebuy-

ers get FHA mortgages because 
they’re relatively easy to qualify 
for and require down payments as 
low as 3.5 percent of the purchase 
price. But because this leaves 
very little equity in the home to 
protect the lender in case you 
can’t make the payments, you 
will be required to pay mortgage 
insurance in addition to your 
regular payment each month. In a 
typical mortgage, this costs about 
$150 a month and gets paid for 
the entire life of the loan.

If the market value of your 
home has grown to the point 
where you can refinance to a new 
“conventional” loan, that is just 
80 percent of your home’s value 

— for example, a $160,000 loan 
on a $200,000 house — you can 
refinance and not have to pay for 
mortgage insurance. Being able to 
refinance at a lower interest rate 
also would save you money each 
month. These two savings could 
result in a lower payment of about 
$250 a month, based on an average 
loan amount of $200,000 and the 
current average refinance interest 
rate of around 3.5 percent.

However, there are costs associ-
ated with refinancing that have to 
be considered. Taxes, bank fees, 
title insurance and other expenses 
would need to be paid at closing. If 
you plan to stick around for a while, 
it makes sense to refinance. How-
ever, if you intend to sell the home 
in the next few years, the closing 
costs likely will eat up any savings 

you get from the lower monthly 
payments.

———
ABOUT THE WRITER
Gary M. Singer is a Florida 

attorney and board-certified as 
an expert in real estate law by 
the Florida Bar. He practices real 
estate, business litigation and 
contract law from his office in 
Sunrise, Fla. He is the chairman of 
the Real Estate Section of the Bro-
ward County Bar Association and 
is a co-host of the weekly radio 
show Legal News and Review. He 
frequently consults on general real 
estate matters and trends in Flor-
ida with various companies across 
the nation. Send him questions 
online at www.sunsentinel.com/
askpro or follow him on Twitter 
@GarySingerLaw.

Did you know?
• Simply stated, an FHA loan is a mortgage insured by the Federal 

Housing Administration, a government agency within the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Development. Borrowers with FHA loans pay for 
mortgage insurance, which protects the lender from a loss if the borrower 
defaults on the loan.

• The national average for a 30-year, fixed-rate mortgage at the begin-
ning of July 2015 was 4.08%. Rates hit a historic low of 3.31% in Novem-
ber 2012, according to Freddie Mac. Since then, they spiked almost a 
percentage point, fell back to 3.59% in February 2015, and have been 
climbing ever since.
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

With Christ, the future is always bright
My Answer by Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: I’m concerned about my husband. He’s always been very posi-
tive and active, but since having open heart surgery several months 
ago, he’s turned grumpy and depressed. He even says he thinks God 
has abandoned him. How can I help him? - Mrs. K.D.

A: First of all, I hope you’ll talk with your husband’s doctors about this; 
they may have some helpful suggestions, and in any case, they need to 
know about it. I’m not a physician, of course, but sometimes after surgery 
the shock to our system or the medicines we take can affect our emotional 
outlook.

It’s important too for you to try to understand what your husband is 
going through. Once he was active and in control of his life, but now he’s 
no longer able to do everything he once did. He’s probably afraid those 
days will never return, and things he’s always enjoyed doing now seem 
impossible. He may even feel washed-up and useless, but your support 
and encouragement can do much to help him overcome this. The Bible 
tells us to “encourage one another daily” (Hebrews 3:13).

Whatever the reasons for his attitude, one thing is certain: God has not 
abandoned him. Life isn’t always the way we wish it were, but God is just 
as present in the dark times as He is in the bright ones. We can depend 
on God’s promise to be with us, no matter what circumstances we face. 
The Bible says, “So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for 
I am your God” (Isaiah 41:10).

God loves your husband; may you both discover this truth in deeper 
ways during this time. Turn to Christ and open your heart and lives to His 
control, and then trust the future into His hands. With Christ, the future is 
always bright.

After a successful, but tiring, 
September and October 2015 
conducting eight “Memory Matters” 
mini-health fairs at senior centers 
and living facilities in Brazoria 
county, Dale Libby, Brazoria County 
Alzheimer’s Awareness Project 
Coordinator, and Fawncyne Worley, 
coordinator of the “Memory Matters” 

project, met to review the results.
“Our ‘cookie cutter’ approach 

(used same providers for flu shots, 
health checks, vision checks, and 
entertainment at most locations) for 
Memory Matters worked very well. 
Our Community Partners provided 
memory screeners, refreshments 
and door prizes. We almost didn’t 

spend any money,” Libby said.
Later in 2015, during an overall 

review of our memory screening 
activities, Juliana Burr, from Home 
Instead, reported: “People in their 
50’s came to the West Colum-
bia library to screen and to learn 
what they could do to avoid/delay 
dementia. Since the hallmarks of 
Alzheimer’s (deposition of plaques 
and formation of tangles) can begin 
20 years before symptoms appear, 
we need to encourage 40 and 50 
year olds to also start screening so 
that we can educate them on how to 
avoid/delay dementia,” Worley said.

There will be two “Memory Mat-

ters” events this year in southern 
Brazoria County, one on Sunday, 
Sept. 25 at First Presbyterian 
Church in Angleton (noon to 2 
pm), and one on Sunday, Oct. 16 
at Chapelwood United Methodist 
Church in Lake Jackson (noon to 2 
pm).

“We decided to target a couple 
of our Gathering Place host 
churches, to see if we could also 
attract younger people with children 
to the events, right after church,” 
Libby added. “We’ll have different 
Community Partners provide blood 
pressure, pulse, and oxygen level 
screenings, Lions Club of Southern 

Brazoria County will provide vision 
screenings, CVS/Pharmacy will 
provide flu shots (insurance card 
required), and Bobby Reed and 
Linda Metcalf will provide karaoke 
entertainment. We will also have 
memory games for children and 
adults, and refreshments and door 
prizes. Except for the flu shots, 
everything else is free of charge, 
and everyone is welcome!”

Sponsors of the Brazoria County 
Alzheimer’s Awareness Project are 
the Brazoria County Health Depart-
ment and the Gathering Place. 
For more information, call (979) 
236-5393.

The Gathering Place plans two ‘Memory Matters’ mini health fairs in lieu of last year’s success
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that I saw on television during those 
several sad November days were 
already established in my mind. 
Because I’d just been there with the 
Mitchells.

Even though my education was 
definitely helped along by those 
travels with Dennis, my mother 
wanted me to step it up a notch or 
two. So she bought me copies of 
“Classics Illustrated” off the rack at 
Presley-Crook Pharmacy in down-
town Palestine, Texas, whenever I 
went to the doctor, whose office was 
upstairs. But I found Dennis and 
Archie much more to my liking, so 
she packed them away in the top of 
a closet, where I found them a year 
or so later and steamed through 
them in short order. Those fine 
volumes, with some of the greatest 
stories in fiction splashed out on 
their pages, were pretty instrumen-
tal in my becoming a reader. In 
fact, I was so taken with Dickens’ 
“A Christmas Carol,” that it led me 
to read the actual novel. Which is, I 
suspect, what the editors of “Clas-
sics Illustrated” intended. Not to 
mention my mother.

Real books soon replaced funny 
books, but I’ve never broken the 
habit of consulting the comics sec-
tions in the papers every day. Mostly 
because I enjoy them but partly, I 
think, because they provide a sound 
anchorage in a world that is too 
often changing.

In a world full of turmoil, stress 
and frantic flux, the characters I 
read about every morning are pretty 
much ageless and static. Dennis 
the Menace first appeared in 1950, 
two years before I made my grand 

entrance. But, even so, he’s still 6 
years old. And Blondie and Dag-
wood Bumstead have been married 
for 75 years, and look pretty much 
like they did in 1933. Their children, 
Alexander and Cookie, have been 
teenagers all that time. All of them 
are locked in a time warp that, in 
reality, would probably be downright 
monotonous. But, in the comics sec-
tion, that stability is a comfort zone, 
a buffer between the imagination 
and the real world.

Even so, reality does sometime 
pop up, even in the funny papers.

There was, over several years, 
a heavy storyline in Funky Winker-
bean, where a character lost her 
battle with cancer. Those strips are 
collected in a book called “Lisa’s 
Story,” which I highly recommend.

Now, you might say that terminal 
cancer has no place in a comic strip. 
But I would disagree. If the comics 
are an artistic genre, then the artists 
who create them have as much right 
to infuse them with real-life situa-
tions as novelists, playwrights or 
soap opera scribblers. In fact, if they 
see their efforts as art, they have 
something of an obligation to do so.

So, if you’re a parent of a child 
that you want to become a lifelong 
reader, don’t put comics and graphic 
novels out of bounds.  And if you’re 
a writer who wants to get better at 
plots and chararacterization, buy 
them for yourself and pay attention.

Ron Rozelle’s colmns can be 
accessed at ronrozellewordsmith
.wordpress.com. He is the author 
of “Weiter’s Digest’s Write Great 
Fiction: Description & Setting,” 
and nine other books of fiction and 
nonfiction.

(Continued from Page 1)

Comics can take you back in time
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CLASS SCHEDULE FOR THE FOLLOWING SATURDAYS:

September 24 ~ October 1

The Fort Velasco Chapter, DAR/ Daughters of the American Revolution, 
would like to thank the Brazoria County Library System for again allowing the 
public to drop off tattered flags at any of their 12 branch libraries throughout 
the county. BCLS then transported the flags to the Clute Branch, where 
DAR volunteers sorted, counted, folded and boxed 446 flags this year in 
preparation for the Flag Retirement Ceremony, which was held on Sept. 17 
at the Stephen F. Austin statue in Angleton. This was the second year BCLS 
has teamed up with other organizations sponsoring this event. Without their 
assistance, this event would not be as successful. In the photo, DAR mem-
bers, Kaye Murray, Janet Ellis, Susan Chappell and volunteer Garry Ellis are 
shown at the Clute Branch Library with the 446 collected flags.

DAR holds flag retirement ceremony
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By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER ‘You gotta make a lot of bad jokes to make a good joke,’ says USC comedy professor
By Tyler Hersko
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

LOS ANGELES — The gig: 
Barnet Kellman is a professor of 
directing at USC’s Comedy pro-
gram at the School of Cinematic 
Arts and a two-time Emmy Award 
winner. Kellman, 68, is part of a 
trio that launched the program in 
2011. He describes USC Comedy 

as the nation’s first university 
program dedicated to courses on 
writing, producing and directing 
comedy features. Students can earn 
a minor in comedy.

Learning to laugh: A self-
styled “theater geek before it was 
a good thing,” Kellman grew up in 
Long Island, N.Y., mere miles from 
Broadway. He began acting in a 

number of theater performances 
from an early age and became inter-
ested in directing them by the age of 
15. Regardless of his role, Kellman 
brought humor to his craft. “I played 
Hamlet when I was in college, 
and everyone laughed,” he said. 
“Whether intended or not, every-
thing I did came out with a comedic 
stint. It was natural for me.”

From director to profes-
sor: Kellman began teaching 
courses at colleges, including New 
York University and Columbia 
University, to support himself while 
directing plays early in his career. 
When the 2007-08 Writer’s Guild 
of America strike drew near, Kell-
man began teaching at USC. Kell-
man was eager to teach students 
about the art of directing comedies 
and pass on his decades of 
experience to a new genera-
tion. That prompted him and two 
other colleagues — Jack Epps 
Jr. and David Isaacs — to launch 
a university comedy program, 
one that would allow aspiring 
comedians and directors to hone 
their craft. Drawing on his deep 
connections, Kellman frequently 
invites prominent guests, such as 
“Ghostbusters” director Paul Feig, 
to speak to his students. “We think 
comedy is higher learning and is 
serious, in a very funny way,” he 
said.

A memorable teacher: 
When Kellman was up for tenure 
at USC in 2010, one of the faculty 
members on the committee 
remembered him as his professor 
from Columbia University. “There 
are three tenured members on the 
faculty at USC Film School that 
were my students at Columbia, 
and I was completely unaware of 
it,” Kellman said. “They remem-
bered things I taught them which 
makes me even more proud.”

The future of comedy in aca-
demia: “The future for it is huge,” 
Kellman said. Other universities 
around the nation have begun to 
offer comedy courses in recent 
years, and imitation is the sincer-
est form of flattery, according to 
Kellman. “Students are hungry for 
comedy,” he says. “I’m nervous 
and proud to say that there are 
(other colleges) nipping at our 
heels.”

Advice: Aspiring comedians 
and directors need to “work, work, 
and work more” — and take plenty 
of risks, Kellman advises. “You 
gotta make a lot of bad jokes to 
make a good joke,” he said. “It 
doesn’t matter if you’re doing 
stand-up, sketches, plays, movies 
or TV pilots. You have to risk a lot 
and try many things.”

‘Training’ gets new 
meaning for runners

A slow-moving freight train 
near Allentown, Pa., blocked 
some runners for about 10 
minutes when it crossed the 
race course of the Lehigh Valley 
Health Network Via Marathon.

Runner Charlie Young told the 
Easton Express-Times that it was 
his last shot at making next year’s 
Boston Marathon. He missed the 
qualifying mark by eight minutes.

Tweeter dumb
It won’t make anyone forget 

“Dewey Defeats Truman,” but the 
University of New Mexico Alumni 
Association tweeted out its con-
gratulations for the Lobos football 
team beating rival New Mexico 
State, the Albuquerque Journal 
reported. Oops. State came from 
behind to win, 32-31.

Playing his song
From the Sometimes You Just 

Can’t Make This Stuff Up file 
comes word that fibbing swimmer 
Ryan Lochte’s choice of music for 
his “Dancing with the Stars” debut 
was “Call Me Irresponsible.”

Perfect 10
Cincinnati Bengals receiver 

A.J. Green did a number on 
Revis Island in Sunday’s opener 
against the Jets — as in 10 
targets, 10 receptions, 152 yards 
and a touchdown against star 
corner Darrelle Revis. That’s what 
you call rolling in the isle.

Talking the talk
—Bill Plaschke of the Los 

Angeles Times, after the relo-
cated Rams lost their opener 
28-0 to the 49ers: “We waited 
22 years for … this? The Rams 
formally returned to Los Angeles 
on Monday night by stumbling 
through the door and tracking 
mud on the floor before flopping 
aimlessly on the couch.”

—Dolphins RB Arian Foster, 
to ESPN, pooh-poohing praises 
of his comeback from an Achilles 
tear: “I wasn’t dead. I had an 
injury.”

—Comedian Argus Hamilton, 
after Psychology Today reported 
that football is a substitute that 
satisfies Americans’ lust for war: 
“And then, to be on the safe side, 
we also have a lot of wars.”
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zoria County, has not heard of us. 
We tried to change that by taking 
our product and message to parts of 
Europe for a few weeks in hopes of 
expanding our readership base, but 
I don’t think it worked all that well. 
But, at least we tried.

So, judging from our European 
excursion, I am pretty sure that 
nobody in the Astros organization 
has heard of us, nor realizes that 
our column last year may have 
had a big effect on their 2015 late 
season success.

It is for this reason that I take 
full responsibility for their loss to 
the Royals in the playoffs. All they 
had to do to eliminate them was 
strike out a few more batters. Had 
I rushed a column into print right 
after they let the Royals creep back 
into the series, the Astros probably 

would have won the World Series.
But as we all know, that did not 

happen.
A long time ago, I took my two 

boys and daughter to a baseball 
game, along with a family member 
whose identity I need to protect. The 
person’s code name will be HA.

HA went to the bathroom after I 
recommended that he hold it in for 
a while longer because the Astros 
had loaded the bases. But he left, 
anyway.

While he was absent from his 
assigned seat, the Astros hit a grand 
slam home run, and the Astrodome 
went wild. Yes, it was that long ago.

When HA came back, he was 
very upset because he had dropped 
his camera in the toilet and had to 
reach into the bowl to retrieve it. 
Now, if you had ever gone to the 
restroom in the Astrodome, you can 

imagine what a horrible task that 
must have been.

But, he said that he rinsed off the 
camera really well, and washed his 
hands, so we just let it go. Plus, he 
returned with a funnel cake, and we 
all wanted a piece, especially my 
daughter.

“Hey, you missed  a grand slam. 
I told you to hold it in for a while,” I 
told HA, jokingly.

“I heard it in the bathroom,” he 
answered. “I prayed for it, and then 
it happened.”

So, that’s why. I thought it was 
because the batter hit the ball really 
hard.

“That was very nice of you,” I 
said, thinking: “You should have 
prayed for your camera not to fall in 
that toilet.”

I didn’t say it because he gave my 
daughter the entire funnel cake, and 

she was happy. But I made her give 
it back, and she was sad, but HA 
was happier. Sort of. The camera 
thing was still bugging him.

Now, dear reader, I have done 
my part. I wrote a column about 

the Astros (well, mostly about the 
Astros), and that should get them 
a spot in post-season play. I’ll try 
to be more diligent this year should 
they require further assistance in 
October. 

I always like helping the Astros out by publishing a column just when they need it most
(Continued from Page 1)

Did you know the Astros?
• The total seating capacity at Minute Maid Park is 40,976.
• It takes 12-20 minutes to close the retractable roof. The roof moves back 

and forth an estimated 160 times a year a distance of 14.6 miles.
• The playing surface covers 2.5 acres and features Seashore Pas Palum 

grass.
• Craig Biggio holds the record for the most seasons played in an Astros 

uniform at 20 years and finished his career with 3,060 hits, making him one 
of only 27 MLB players to amass 3,000+ hits in their career.

• Jeff Bagwell holds the club record for most career home runs at 449.
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Summer 2016 in review: Blockbuster sequel to 2015 was a fail for movie industry
By Justin Chang
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

At one point in “Suicide Squad,” 
one of the most commercially 
successful and culturally worthless 
movies of 2016, the Joker whis-
pers his idea of a sweet nothing to 
his deranged moll, Harley Quinn: 
“Oh, I’m not gonna kill you. I’m just 
gonna hurt you really, really bad.” 
Those of us still emerging from an 
unusually dispiriting summer at the 
movies may have a surprisingly 
clear sense of what he means.

It’s true that no one will actu-
ally die from the experience of 
watching, say, “Alice Through the 
Looking Glass” (the only obituar-
ies it prompted were for Johnny 
Depp’s career, and those are likely 
premature). But it’s also true that 
for the regular moviegoer, this 
season’s steady IV drip of sequeli-
tis and overall multiplex mediocrity 
seemed to usher in a kind of slow 
spiritual death — one from which 
only a parallel diet of art-house 
fare and the prospect of fall Oscar-
bait could offer any real hope of 
resurrection.

The box-office battlefield has 
been handily divided among a 
few victors, some of them (“Find-
ing Dory,” “Captain America: Civil 
War”) worthier than others (“The 
Secret Life of Pets,” “Suicide 
Squad”). But it is also littered with 
the smoking remains of high-pro-
file disappointments (“The BFG,” 
“Ghostbusters,” “The Legend of 
Tarzan”) and flat-out bad ideas 
(“Ben-Hur”).

In between those commercial 
highs and lows were a few sur-
prise champions (“Don’t Breathe,” 
“Lights Out,” “The Shallows”) 
that attested to the viability of the 
well-made, modestly budgeted 
B thriller. Elsewhere, the studios 
sought to fortify their positions with 
trusty stalwarts (“Jason Bourne,” 
“Star Trek Beyond,” “X-Men: 
Apocalypse”) that nonetheless 
emerged looking a tad battle-
weary, as though well aware that 
the glory days of their respective 
franchises were behind them.

I say this in full awareness that 
the only thing more tedious and 
predictable than sequels, remakes 
and reboots is a critic who com-
plains about sequels, remakes and 
reboots. But even by the dimmest 

expectations of Hollywood original-
ity, this truly was the summer of 
our discontent, a season when 
an alarmingly disproportion-
ate number of studio offerings 
— whether good, bad or unspeak-
ably ghastly — were derived from 
pre-existing material:

“Alice Through the Look-
ing Glass,” “Ben-Hur,” “Captain 
America: Civil War,” “The Conjur-
ing 2,” “Ghostbusters,” “Ice Age: 
Collision Course,” “Indepen-
dence Day: Resurgence,” “Jason 
Bourne,” “The Legend of Tarzan,” 
“Mechanic: Resurrection,” “Neigh-
bors 2: Sorority Rising,” “Now You 
See Me 2,” “Pete’s Dragon,” “The 
Purge: Election Year,” “Star Trek 
Beyond,” “Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles: Out of the Shadows,” “X-
Men: Apocalypse.”

It’s a long and enervating list, 
not because all these movies were 
failures or misfires; some of them 
(like “The Conjuring 2” and “Jason 
Bourne”) were actually rather 
good. But even the best examples 
seemed predicated on comforting 
audiences with the familiar rather 
than thrilling them with the new.

And so there’s something fitting 
about the fact that summer 2016 
so often felt like the industry’s 
failed attempt to deliver its own 
blockbuster sequel to summer 
2015. At roughly this point last 
year, we were up to our ears in 
noteworthy studio movies, includ-
ing wickedly smart, emotionally 
rich comedies (“Spy,” “Train-
wreck”), above-average sequels 
(“Mission: Impossible — Rogue 
Nation,” “Magic Mike XXL”), a 
major cross-demographic hit 
(“Straight Outta Compton”) and 
one of the finest feats of franchise 
reinvention in recent memory 
(“Mad Max: Fury Road”).

That summer overall emerged 
as the second highest-grossing 
on record, thanks especially to 
the smash success of “Jurassic 
World,” “Inside Out” and “Aveng-
ers: Age of Ultron.”

On paper, summer 2016 looks 
to be even more lucrative, with a 
projected grand total of $4.5 bil-
lion in North American box-office 
receipts, narrowly beating last 
summer’s $4.48 billion haul. But 
just as commercial performance 
has never been synonymous 

with quality, so the numbers 
don’t entirely account for why 
this summer carries the stench of 
failure in a way that the preceding 
summer didn’t. Let’s go in for a 
closer look:

Female-driven action-comedies. 
Sony’s girl-powered “Ghost-
busters” was a moderately amus-
ing, low-energy diversion that you 
couldn’t help but root for, if only 
to push back against the fanboys 
who spent months trashing the 
movie sight unseen, and who later 
spearheaded an astonishingly 
vicious, still-ongoing harassment 
campaign against one of the 
picture’s stars, Leslie Jones.

But having the right represen-
tational stance gets you only 
so far, and in “Ghostbusters,” 
those proton packs felt more like 
creative straitjackets. The movie 
seemed particularly thin next to 
last summer’s Paul Feig-Melissa 
McCarthy collaboration, “Spy,” 
a considerably smarter, funnier 
action-comedy hybrid whose 
righteous gender politics were all 
the more trenchant for welling up 
naturally from the material, rather 
than being a high-concept selling 
point.

Auteur-directed war epics. A 
bomb at home but a massive hit 

overseas, Duncan Jones’ weirdly 
compelling misfire “Warcraft” car-
ries echoes of so many anteced-
ents in fantasy storytelling — “The 
Lord of the Rings,” “Star Wars,” 
“Game of Thrones,” even “Avatar” 
— that the possible influence of 
George Miller’s “Mad Max” movies 
may not immediately register. But 
the resemblance is there nonethe-
less in the feverish world building, 
the grandiose pyrotechnic bom-
bast, the creative use of piercings 
and bone-based bling. The crucial 
difference, of course, is that with 
“Mad Max: Fury Road,” Miller gave 
us a supremely disciplined auteur 
triumph, while in “Warcraft,” Jones, 
a smart director with an insistently 
human touch, seemed to let his 
visual effects get the better of him.

Nostalgia-baiting sequels. Lost 
amid some of the glowing industry 
assessments of last summer’s 
“Jurassic World” was that it was a 
thoroughly dreadful movie — joy-
less, cynical and quite possibly 
evil in the way it seemed to herald 
an entire wave of exploitative 
remember-the-’90s sequels that 
are doubtless headed our way. 
There’s some consolation that 
audiences largely rejected this 
year’s choking-on-fumes model, 
“Independence Day: Resurgence,” 

which stumbled its way into 
theaters as though having been 
revived from a two-decade coma 
with its heart and soul (Will Smith) 
surgically removed.

Superhero spectaculars. This 
summer wasn’t a total wash: 
Marvel’s appreciably well-crafted 
“Captain America: Civil War” was 
both a better Avengers movie 
than “Avengers: Age of Ultron” 
and a more engaging Ant-Man 
movie than “Ant-Man.” And I was 
fonder than most of Bryan Singer’s 
“X-Men: Apocalypse,” the latest 
entry in a franchise whose primary 
“fault” — the dizzying, dynamic 
interplay among a sprawling cast 
of characters — is in fact its great-
est virtue.

But then came the endless, 
swirling CGI craptacular that was 
“Suicide Squad,” an all-psychos-
on-deck anti-thriller that had the 
dubious distinction of making 
“Batman v Superman: Dawn of 
Justice” look like a paragon of 
plausible motivation and coherent 
mythmaking by comparison. 

I will leave it to more seasoned 
scholars of comic-book adaptation 
lore to determine whether David 
Ayer’s movie was better or worse 
than last summer’s widely reviled 
“Fantastic Four.”
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Visits
8 Legal test, familiarly
14 Reporter’s needs
15 Punk rock surname
16 Like some watches
18 Cost-of-living fig.
19 Feed in a bag
20 “Am __ the right track?”
22 Bath floater
26 Gumbo veggie

27 Nylons, fishnets, etc.
28 Petty squabbles
29 Penny-__
30 “I’ll have another” responder
34 Neon, or fuel for a Neon
35 Patchwork plaything
36 Public image, briefly
39 Freaked out
40 One-eighties
41 Freak out
44 Shows proof of

46 Player with a record 14 100-RBI 
seasons
47 Running a marathon may be on 
it
50 ‘90s “SNL” regular Meadows
51 “__ Jim”
52 Knack for snappy comebacks
53 Project suggested by the starts 
of 16-, 22-, 35- and 47-Across
59 River through Toledo
60 Hall who won on “Celebrity 
Apprentice” in 2012
61 Linen closet stack
62 Jones with a diary

DOWN
1 Cincinnati-to-Nashville dir.
2 Shelley’s “__ Skylark”
3 Pariahs
4 Private school student
5 Parchment user
6 Atmo- kin
7 “Ash Wednesday” poet’s mono-
gram
8 __ by fire
9 Speed
10 Ambulance VIPs
11 Fluffy scarf
12 Golfer Sorenstam, who was 
among the first women to become 
honorary members of St Andrews 
golf club in February 2015
13 Comeback
17 More than sniffle
21 “One Mic” rapper
22 Carpet type
23 The last Mrs. Chaplin
24 __ renewal
25 How some wines are sorted
26 Facing: Abbr.
28 Pommes frites sprinkling
31 Nutritional stat
32 Coin for Putin
33 École attendee
35 Korean soldier
36 Speaking from memory
37 Spud sprouts
38 Furtive attention-getter
39 Saturn, for one
40 Like sketchbook paper
41 Collected dust
42 Rainbow makers
43 Big brass output
45 Formal admission
47 Lisa of “Enemy of the State”
48 They can be hard to fight
49 Atlanta-based health agcy.
51 Sherbet flavor
54 Repent
55 Photo __
56 Throw too low, say
57 Merkel’s “never”
58 Captured
(c)2016 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
FORD  GRANT  NIXON  CARTER  REAGAN  HARDING
Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week



Page 14  THE BULLETIN   September 20, 2016  (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

Jumble Answers
Jumbles: SCARY  CROON  SOLACE  GOITER
Answer: What hubby did at the last minute for their anniversary -- “ROSE” TO THE OCCASION

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Stand apart from 
the crowd to attract attention. Go the extra mile to 
demonstrate your ingenuity in the week to come. Use 
your unique talents to gain the recognition that you 
truly deserve.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Love them tender. 
Your sparkling personality can make a world of dif-
ference in the early part of the week. You might even 
meet someone special who quickly shifts from friendli-
ness to romance.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Stay cool and stick to 
the decision already made. You could to act without 
forethought in the week ahead. You may find that your 
authority is challenged by a family member.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Listen to suggestions 
if they come from a reputable source and have the ring 
of truth. Don’t make major investments this week as 
they could end up being more trouble than they are 
worth.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Detour around defensive-
ness. You are apt to be easily riled up in the week 
ahead by the least little thing. Guard against damaging 
your possessions or spending money impetuously.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Speed isn’t your only 
option. It isn’t in your best interests to overreact to 
competition or disrespect in the week ahead. If you 

make hurried decisions, you might live to regret them.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Calm the waters when 

tempers flare. Relationships could become the center 
of attention in the week ahead. Your diplomatic skills 
and charm could be high demand in the early part of the 
week.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Love makes the world 
go around. Focus on making someone feel special and 
loved. Your money could burn a hole in your pocket as 
this week unfolds, so keep a tight rein on spending. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Initiative implies 
improvements and rewards. Just going through the 
motions won’t get you anywhere this week. At the same 
time conflict will slow your momentum so avoid it. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Let your ambition 
run wild and there’s no telling where you will go. Loosen-
ing the purse strings a little won’t hurt as your judgment 
might be better than usual in the week ahead.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Don’t sweat the small 
stuff. Minor irritations may be annoying in the week to 
come but in the greater scheme of things they really don’t 
matter. Buy something attractive today or tomorrow.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): A wise bird feathers his 
own nest and flies away from controversy. Avoid confron-
tations with partners in the week to come and don’t get 
your feathers ruffled if things don’t go as planned.

Bulletin  Horoscope

History of the World By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Sept. 19: ON THIS DATE 
in 1881, President Garfield died 
11 weeks after being shot by an 
assassin. His wounds had become 
infected due to poor medical treat-
ment. In 1934, Bruno Hauptmann 
was arrested in New York and 
charged with the kidnap-murder of 
aviator Charles Lindbergh’s infant 
son. He later was convicted and 
executed.

Sept. 20: ON THIS DATE in 
1870, Italian troops took control of 
the Papal States, leading to the uni-
fication of Italy. In 1963, President 
Kennedy proposed a joint U.S.-
Soviet expedition to the moon.

Sept. 21: ON THIS DATE in 
1897, the New York Sun ran its 
famous editorial that declared, “Yes, 
Virginia, there is a Santa Claus.” In 
1938, a major hurricane struck New 
York and New England, causing 
widespread damage and killing 
more than 600 people.

Sept. 22: ON THIS DATE in 
1692, sentence was carried out 
against the last person hanged for 
witchcraft in the United States. In 
1893, the first automobile built in 
the United States (by the Duryea 

brothers) ran in Springfield, Mass.
Sept. 23: ON THIS DATE in 

1806, explorers Meriwether Lewis 
and William Clark returned to St. 
Louis from their landmark 28-
month expedition through the vast 
expanse of the Louisiana Purchase 
to the Pacific Northwest. In 1952, 
vice-presidential nominee Richard 
Nixon made his “Checkers” speech, 
defending himself against accusa-
tions of misusing campaign funds 
for personal use.

Sept. 24: ON THIS DATE 
in 1957, President Eisenhower 
ordered federal troops to help 
desegregate public schools in Little 
Rock, Ark. In 1968, the TV news-
magazine program “60 Minutes” 
premiered on CBS.

Sept. 25: ON THIS DATE 
in 1789, the first U.S. Congress 
adopted 12 amendments to the 
Constitution and sent them to the 
states for ratification. Ten were 
approved and became known as 
the Bill of Rights. In 1919, President 
Woodrow Wilson became seri-
ously ill and collapsed after giving 
a speech.

Answer to last week’s 
question: This week in 1985, 
Michael Spinks defeated Larry 
Holmes to become the first light-
heavyweight boxer to beat a reign-
ing heavyweight champion.

This week’s question: In 
1960, the first animated television 
show in primetime premiered. What 
was it?

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

Did you know?
• The Chinese were the first to cook salted pork bellies more than 3000 

years ago, making bacon one of the world’s oldest processed meats.
• Polish artist Olek has covered an entire two-story house in pink crochet 

as part of an installation on refugee displacement.
• Studies show that members of the U.S. Congress avoid growing beards 

because they believe it suggests they’re opposed to women’s issues.
• The guy who wrote the Chili’s baby back ribs jingle never ate ribs.
• Chili’s sells 135,000 gallons, or 13 swimming pools worth, of margaritas 

every year.
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Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks
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