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A few columns ago, I mentioned 
that I bought an 8-track player and 
some tapes for nostalgia’s sake. 
I never had one growing up, so I 
thought I would reward myself as a 
grown-up.

The verdict 
is in. These 
machines died 
out for a reason.

To follow up, 
I find myself 
playing digital 
music on my 
smartphone 
rather than using 
the 8-track. It is a great conversa-
tion piece, but the sound is pretty 
mediocre -- a lot mediocre.

The first thing the player did was 
eat one of my tapes. Granted, the 
cartridge did make some weird 
sounds after being inserted in the 
player, but there was no way to stop 
the feasting. 

I pulled it out as quickly as I could. 
There was tape everywhere, and 
some remained stuck inside.

“I finally got rid of mine after it ate 
my whole collection,” joked one of 
my friends. 

That’s not the point. I have most 
of the music already in my phone 
and backed up on the cloud. That’s 
the way I listen to music. But I 
wanted to experience that 1970s 
mood when we listened to records, 
8-tracks and cassettes and wore 

RAMBLINGS

By Molly Hennessy-Fiske
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

RIO GRANDE CITY, Texas — The 
mother arrived at the hospital in 
need of an emergency cesarean 
section, saying she had crossed 
the border to run an errand in town, 
not so her baby would be born an 
American citizen.

She assured the doctor that she 
arrived at the hospital just “because 
(she) was here.”

Dr. Rolando Guerrero listened 
skeptically. “They always have a 
story,” he said after delivering her 
8-pound boy, Dylan.

Doctors here at Starr County 
Memorial Hospital deliver about 30 
babies a month, including those 
of mothers in the country illegally, 
hospital officials said. In this county 
in the heart of the impoverished Rio 
Grande Valley, so-called anchor 
babies have been delivered for 
decades, some to women who have 
already settled in Texas, others 
to those who crossed the river 
expressly to give birth on U.S. soil.

“About six months ago I got one 
who was literally still wet from the 
river,” Guerrero said.

Sometimes pregnant Mexican 
women arrive at the nearby border 
bridge. “They’ll find a Border Patrol 
agent on the banks and say, ‘I need 
help,’ because they know they’re 
going to get the care,” said Dr. Javier 
“Jake” Margo Jr., president of the 
local medical society. “It’s a strain 
on the physicians and the smaller 

Baylor professor pens book to curb your habit
You’ve tried to escape it. You 

really have. But, the constant 
stream of dings and buzzes from 
incoming texts and emails are 
just too much to take. And, before 
you know it, you’re scanning your 
smartphone. Again.

Can the cycle be broken? Can 
people really put down their smart-
phones?

James Roberts, Ph.D., The Ben 
H. Williams Professor of Marketing 

in Baylor University’s Hankamer 
School of Business, says it’s pos-
sible if people take the proper steps 
to curb their use.

“It’s all about finding your ‘digital 
sweet spot,’ that magical place 
where you are still plugged in but 
have carved out time for the things 
that really matter,” Roberts said. 
“You, your relationships and com-
munity are the bedrocks of living a 
happy and meaningful life. They are 

also the first things that suffer when 
our lives get out of balance.”

Roberts, whose new book “Too 
Much of a Good Thing: Are You 
Addicted to Your Smartphone?” 
tackles smartphone addiction, 
etiquette and technology’s effects 
on relationships, offered nine tips to 
break away from smartphones.

1. No smartphones while driv-
ing. 

(Continued on Page 10)

Smartphone addiction
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Drivers, Class-A
We’re Growing! 100% Employer 

PAID Group Health Insurance! 
Hazmat-Tank End a Plus$$! 
www.getmehomedispatcher.com. 
Call Tony:  855-582-4456

979-849-5051

FREE SOCIALS
For people with stroke, 

Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s
Tues., Sept. 15 ~ 10am - 2pm

First Presbyterian, Lake Jackson
 Wed., Sept. 16 ~ 10am-2pm

First Christian, Alvin
 Thurs., Sept. 18 ~ 10am-2pm

Chapelwood UM, Lake Jackson

THE SPIRIT WORLD IS VERY EXPENSIVE: A man went to a psychic 
in New York City and asked her to repair a romantic relationship with a 
woman who seemed to have no interest in him. The fortune teller agreed 
to help, but it would cost him. For example, she charged him $56,000 to 
rid him of an evil spirit that was stalking him, and another $30,000 for a 
time machine to cleanse his past. It the end, she scammed him out of 
more than $700,000.

WHY ARE WE SELLING? GOOD QUESTION: A family decided to sell 
its home in Kalamazoo Township, Mich., after two cars struck the resi-
dence in less than a month. The day before the first open house, another 
car crashed into it.

NICE TRY, GRAMPS: An 87-year-old man, who was taking the driving 
test to renew his license in Deerfield, Ill., crashed the car into the Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicles office.

IT SEEMS LIKE YOU HAVE LEARNED NOTHING, MADAM: A woman 
came to court in Henrico County, Va., to answer charges that she had left 
her young children unattended inside her car on a hot day. While she was 
there, police discovered her children unattended in her hot car out in the 
courthouse parking lot.

AND YOU CALL YOURSELF A BUSINESSMAN!? A woman called the 
police emergency number in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., to report that she gave 
money to her drug dealer to pay for drugs, and that he took the money but 
did not give her the drugs.

SO, YOU DOIN’ ANYTHING LATER? A man called the police emer-
gency number in Fruitland, Fla., to report a harassing phone call, but 
decided to put the moves on the dispatcher, asking if she was single, and 
telling her that he has big muscles. The man, who had been drinking, 
called back two more times to try and charm the dispatcher into a date to 
no avail. Police traced his number and arrested him.

WELL, WELL, SOMEONE’S A LONG WAY FROM HOME: A man got 
drunk and stole a “student driver” car from a high school in Picayune, 
Miss., and took it on a joyride at speeds of more than 100 mph before 
being pulled over by police in Slidell, La.

BUT IT’S NOT EVEN A CAR! A man was arrested for drunk driving 
while operating a mobility scooter on a path in Ipswich, England.

Good news: Only half of all Americans have diabetes or pre-diabetes
By Deborah Netburn
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

About half of all Americans have 
either diabetes or pre-diabetes, 
according to a new report. And 
experts in the field say that’s good 
news.

That’s because the study finds 
that after two decades of linear 
growth, the prevalence of diabetes 
in the United States has finally 
started to plateau.

In a paper published in JAMA, 
the authors write that their findings 

are consistent with other stud-
ies that show the percentage of 
people with diagnosed diabetes 
remained steady from 2008 to 
2012.

“Although obesity and Type 2 
diabetes remain major clinical 
and public health problems in the 
United States, the current data 
provide a glimmer of hope,” wrote 
William Herman and Amy Roth-
berg of the University of Michigan 
in an article accompanying the 
paper.

Herman and Rothberg, who 
were not involved in the research, 
said the study suggests the 
implementation of food, nutrition 
and physical activity policies and 
regulations by federal, state and 
local governments as well as other 
efforts to curb obesity and diabe-
tes have finally started to pay off.

“Progress has been made, but 
expanded and sustained efforts 

will be required,” they wrote.
The study is based on data col-

lected by the National Health and 
Nutrition Examination Survey. The 
researchers report that from 2011 
to 2012 between 12 percent and 
14 percent of Americans had dia-
betes, depending on what criteria 
were used to diagnose them. 

This percentage has remained 
stable since 2008.

Affective print advertising does 
not have to cost an arm and a leg. 
Call us. 979-849-5407



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com   (979) 849-5407    September 15, 2015   THE BULLETIN  Page 3

Why not try advertising in The Bulletin? If you are running 
ads somewhere else, you are paying more. You have nothing 
to lose and perhaps a lot to gain. Call (979) 849-5407 today to 
place an ad and realize the savings.

Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Work and love
Q.  How is a career a lot like a 

love affair? Feel free to pucker 
up those opinionated lips.

A.  There are parallels aplenty 
here as both are life engagements 
of a deep sort.  Both naturally have 
their ups and downs, good times 
and not so good.  And just as it’s 
hard to find the right job, the right 
lover can be a dicey choice as well, 
says Madeleine Jacobs, former 
CEO of the American Chemical 
Society, in “Science” magazine.  
One job to last a lifetime?  Maybe, 
maybe not.  The same lover over 
the years?  Maybe, maybe not.

“To be worthwhile, relationships 
and careers must be rich and 
rewarding and provide an environ-
ment in which we can grow and 
learn,” Jacobs says.  “I can’t imag-
ine staying in a relationship that 
didn’t have these qualities -- and 
what else is a job except a relation-
ship where you spend anywhere 
from 8 to 16 hours a day.”  

Perhaps Cole Porter’s 1933 
musical “Nymph Errant” has some-
thing to say in dealing with these 
“Life Challenges Supreme”: With 
spunky heroine Evangeline wanting 
to experience love, her chemistry 
teacher exhorts her in song:

“To do what all good scientists 

do/ Experiment/.../ Be curious/.../ 
Get furious/ At each attempt to 
hold you down./ If this advice you 
always employ/ The future can offer 
you infinite joy./.../ Experiment/ And 
you’ll see.”

Sneezing while sleeping
Q.  Why don’t we sneeze 

during sleep?  Or do we?
A.  Would you remember a 

sneeze if you did it?  A sneeze is a 
reflex and not likely to occur during 
dreaming sleep, or REM (rapid-
eye-movement).  During this stage 
of sleep, movement messages are 
likely to shut down as partial paraly-
sis sets in, preventing sleepers 
from acting out their dreams, writes 
David Muir of the United Kingdom 
(UK) in “New Scientist” magazine.  
A consequence is that reflex acts 
like sneezes are turned off.  “If a 
sneeze is absolutely necessary, 
REM atonia ceases, and the person 
wakes up before sneezing.”

Adds the UK’s Ron Pursell:  “I do 
sneeze during my sleep, frequently 
if I have a head cold.  This wakes 
up my wife, who then awakens me 
and tells me that I have disturbed 
her sleep by sneezing yet again.  
Presumably, if I slept by myself I 
would not have awakened.”

Ergo:  No (generally) to sneezing 
during REM sleep, but Yes during 

non-REM, so long as there’s a 
sneeze witness at hand.

We make a lot of these
Q.  Is there anything we 

humans manufacture in truly 
“astronomical” numbers?

A.  Transistors, the fundamental 
building blocks of our ubiquitous 
devices (think smart phones and 
laptops), are produced in stagger-
ing quantity.  In 2014 alone, the 
world’s semiconductor production 
facilities made about 250 billion 
billion of them (25 followed by 19 
zeros), observes Dan Hutcheson in 
“IEEE Spectrum” magazine.  That’s 
nearly a billion times the number of 
stars in our Milky Way galaxy and 
approaches the number of grains 
of sand on all the world’s beaches.  
And the output is growing expo-
nentially.  Indeed, more transistors 
were made in 2014 than in all the 
years prior to 2011.

Regarding the electronics revolu-
tion, Hutcheson concludes:  “For 
decades, manufacturing innovation 
and simple miniaturization have 
enabled engineers to pack more 
capability into the same area of 
silicon...  It has been the ever-
rising tide that has not only lifted all 
boats but also enabled us to make 
entirely new and fantastic kinds of 
boats.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)
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History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Sept. 14: ON THIS DATE in 
1814, Francis Scott Key wrote 
“The Star-Spangled Banner” after 
witnessing the British bombard-
ment of Fort McHenry in Maryland 
from a ship during the War of 
1812. In 1901, President McKinley 
died in Buffalo, N.Y., of gunshot 
wounds inflicted by an assassin; 
Vice President Theodore Roos-
evelt succeeded him.

Sept. 15: ON THIS DATE in 
1620, the Mayflower departed 
Plymouth, England, with 102 
Pilgrims bound for America. In 
1894, Japan defeated China in the 
Battle of Ping Yang.

Sept. 16: ON THIS DATE in 
1960, longtime college football 
coach Amos Alonzo Stagg retired 
at the age of 98. In 1974, Presi-
dent Ford announced conditional 
amnesty for U.S. deserters in the 
Vietnam War.

Sept. 17: ON THIS DATE in 
1394, all Jews were expelled 
from France on the order of 
King Charles VI. In 1787, the 
Constitution of the United States 
was completed and signed by a 
majority of delegates attending 
the Constitutional Convention in 
Philadelphia.

Sept. 18: ON THIS DATE in 

1927, the Columbia Phonograph 
Broadcasting System (later called 
CBS) made its debut with a net-
work of 16 radio stations. In 2008, 
the Treasury Department unveiled 
a $700 billion plan to rescue the 
housing market and bolster the 
battered credit system with the 
intent of saving the faltering U.S. 
economy.

Sept. 19: ON THIS DATE in 
1881, President Garfield died of 
an assassin’s gunshot wounds, 
which had become infected due to 
poor medical treatment, includ-
ing doctors and observers with 
unwashed hands poking into the 
wound. In 1970, “The Mary Tyler 
Moore Show” premiered.

Sept. 20: ON THIS DATE in 
1870, Italian troops took control 
of the Papal States, leading to 
the unification of Italy. In 1963, 
President Kennedy proposed a 
joint U.S.-Soviet expedition to the 
moon.

Answer to last week’s ques-
tion: This week in 1980, Iraqi 
troops seized territory from Iran in 
a border dispute, triggering eight 
years of war and at least a half-
million casualties.

This week’s question: In 
1452, the first book was printed 
on a press with moveable type. 
What book was it?

Brazosport College students Sheila Tarrant, left, and Clayton Collier 
make root beer floats for students during the College’s 2015 Welcome 
Week.

BC welcomes students with busy week of activities
Brazosport College recently 

greeted students back to campus 
with a variety of activities geared 
toward participation and enjoyment 
while, at the same time, introducing 
students to the college environment.

With its “Welcome Week” festivi-
ties, Brazosport College provided 
students with activities and events 

throughout the first week of classes. 
During the week of Aug. 24 through 
Aug. 27, the college distributed 
welcome bags to students and held 
a scavenger hunt with gift cards 
awarded to the winners.

Food and refreshments were 
also handed out, with employees 
throughout the college participat-

ing in the festivities. Promoting 
the school’s Quality Assessment 
Plan, “ACE it,” BC faculty, staff and 
students held a pancake breakfast 
in Gator Hall. Later that day, BC 
professors volunteered their time to 
serve free pizza to students.

A day earlier, students visited 
the school’s recreational area, The 
Swamp, and received free root beer 
floats.

Other activities included a student 
organization session with free 
lunches, an ice cream social, a Phi 
Theta Kappa social mixer and a 
screening of the movie, “Jurassic 
World,” among other activities.

“Welcome Week” was sponsored 
by various departments through the 
BC campus, including the Office of 
Student Life, the Employee Devel-
opment Center and many student 
organizations.  
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(This column was prepared by the Social Security Administration. For fast answers 
to specific Social Security questions, contact Social Security toll-free at 800-772-
1213 or visit www.socialsecurity.gov.)

What happens to disability benefits 
at retirement age?

SOCIAL SECURITY Q&A

Q: If I get Social Security disability benefits, and I reach full retire-
ment age, will I then receive retirement benefits?

A: Social Security disability benefits automatically change to retirement 
benefits when disability beneficiaries reach full retirement age. In most 
cases, the payment amount does not change. The law does not allow a 
person to receive both retirement and disability benefits simultaneously on 
one earnings record. To learn more about Social Security, visit our website 
at www.socialsecurity.gov .

Q: What are Compassionate Allowances?
A: Compassionate Allowances are Social Security’s way of quickly 

identifying severe diseases and other medical conditions that qualify 
a person for disability benefits without waiting a long time. Compas-
sionate Allowances permit Social Security to target the most obviously 
disabled individuals for allowances and faster payment of benefits based 
on objective medical information that we can obtain quickly. Compas-
sionate Allowances are not separate from the Social Security Disability 
Insurance or Supplemental Security Income programs. Find out more at 
www.socialsecurity.gov/compassionateallowances .

The Reverend Debbie Measells, past president and incoming Parliamentarian, recently installed the new 
officers of the Brazoria Study Club for the 2015-2016 term. In her basket was an assortment of canned 
fruits which she distributed to the officers when they took their oaths. Pictured are: Reverend Measells, 
Nancy Stedman, new president; Mary Ruth Rhodenbaugh, new vice-president; Marie Breakiron, new 
recording secretary; Mary Coddou, new corresponding secretary, and Judge Sherry Kersh, repeating as 
treasurer.

Brazoria Study Club installs new officers for 2015-16

Did you know?
• Studies have found that smiling is 69% more attractive than wearing 

makeup.
• South Park’ was born when the show’s creators did funny voices for each 

other when they were bored in film school.
• Out of the 60 battles Napoleon fought, he only lost 7 of them.
• Rhinos are being poached for their horns because they are used to treat 

conditions from cancer to hangovers.
• About 50% of all Facebook relationships that have survived 3 months are 

likely to survive to four years or longer.
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Face honestly your need for God
My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Q: We moved across the 
country last year, and our family 
got so busy we just stopped 
going to church. Besides that, 
we like having our weekends 
to ourselves. You’ll probably 
try to talk us into going back to 
church, but why should we? We 
don’t really miss it. - Mrs. L.H.

A: Some time ago, a doctor 
told me about a patient of his who 
refused to take his blood pressure 
medicine because, he said, he 
didn’t feel like he really needed it. 
A year later, he suffered a serious 
stroke.

Tragically, the same thing can 
happen to us spiritually. We get 
preoccupied with other things... life 
seems relatively stable... nothing 
is happening that we don’t think 
we can handle, and as a result we 
don’t feel like we need God. But 
in reality, we do need Him, and 

eventually our spiritual poverty will 
catch up with us. It’s true for us as 
individuals, and it will be true for 
our children.

It may come through some crisis 
we can’t control; it may not happen 
until we face death. But the result 
is always the same: We’ve turned 
our backs on the only One who 
truly loves us and can help us, 
and as a result we’re left empty 
and alone. Jesus warned, “Wide 
is the gate and broad is the road 
that leads to destruction, and many 
enter through it” (Matthew 7:13).

Face honestly your need for 
God, for only then will you realize 
your need to be with God’s people 
and learn from God’s Word. Begin 
by committing yourselves to Jesus 
Christ as a family and asking Him 
to become the foundation of your 
lives. Then ask Him to lead you to 
a church where you’ll not only feel 
comfortable, but you’ll also be able 
to grow strong in your faith.

19th Annual River’s End Volunteer Fire Department family fishing tournament, fund raiser set
River’s End Volunteer Fire Dept. 

will host the 19th annual fishing 
tournament and fund raiser Oct 
2-4. The tournament begins at 12:
01 a.m., Friday, Oct. 2, and runs 
through 2 p.m., Sunday, Oct. 5, 
when final weights will be tallied and 
prizes awarded.

Fish can be caught anywhere in 
public waters, but must be weighed 

in at the River’s End Volunteer Fire 
Dept. Station at 12070 F.M. 2918. 
Weigh in hours will be from 9 a.m. 
until 9 p.m. on Friday and Saturday 
(Oct. 2-3), and 8 a.m. until 2 p.m. on 
Sunday (Oct. 4).

This year marks the 42nd 
anniversary of the founding of 
River’s End VFD, and proceeds 
from this tournament go toward 

obtaining cribbing and air bags for 
wrecked car stabilization. We are 
also actively seeking fish sponsors 
($10.00 and up), and donations of 
live and silent auction items.

The Adult Division of the tourna-
ment ($35.00 entry fee) consists 
of 4 categories: Redfish, Speckled 
Trout, Flounder, and Croaker. First, 
second, and third place prizes will 
be awarded for each category. First 
place for all categories will be $100 
and a plaque. Second-place win-
ners will receive $50 and a plaque, 
and third-place winners will receive 
$25 and a plaque. There will also 
be a $100 prize and plaque for the 
Redfish with the most spots and the 
heaviest stringer. 

The 16 and Under Division 
($25.00 registration fee) is designed 
to encourage more youngsters to 
fish. This division also consists of 4 
main categories: Redfish, Speck-
led Trout, Flounder and Croaker. 
First-place winners in all the above 
categories will take home a $50 gift 
certificate and a plaque; second 
place takes home a $25 gift certifi-
cate and a plaque; and third place 
takes home a $10 gift certificate and 
a plaque. 

Starting at 11 a.m. Saturday, 
until 7 p.m., Oct. 3, a boiled shrimp 
dinner (catered by 2J’s Seafood 
House) for a $15 donation or a B-B-
Q sandwich with chips and a drink 
for a $10 donation. A silent auction 
will run from 11 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
for the community’s convenience. 
There will also be a live auction 
(maximum 6 items) at 2 p.m.

On Sunday, Oct. 4, awards will 
be presented to the tournament 
winners starting around 3 p.m.  After 
the close of the weigh station, while 
we are waiting for awards results, 
door prizes will be offered. Raffle 
drawings will also be held for a 20’ 
tapered aluminum flag pole with a 3’ 
x 5’ flag (donated by Rick Gardner 
of Gardner & Martin), a custom 
piece of jewelry (donated by Kenzie 
& Co.), a custom made rod and reel 
(made and donated by Billy Huett), 
and a $400 Walmart Gift Certificate 
sponsored by community donations. 
Raffle tickets are available for $5.00 
each or 5 for $20. Winners need not 
be present to win.

You may pick up tournament 
applications and purchase t-shirts, 
and raffle tickets at McCoy’s (in Bra-
zoria) on Sept. 19, Bernard Grocery 

on F.M. 2611 at the Churchill Bridge 
September 26 – 27, Stewart’s 
Grocery (in Brazoria) Saturday, 
September 26 from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
or at Station 1 (12070 F.M. 2918 ) 
Thursday, Oct. 1 from 9 a.m. until 
9 p.m.. A free T-shirt will be given 
to each paid entrant. You may also 
register and pay online with PayPal 
at www.revfd.com .

Tournament applications are also 
available at 2J’s Seafood House 
and upon request by contacting 
Roy Edwards at (979) 964-4332, or 
Tracy Woodall at (979)482-4626, 
or by downloading them from 
www.revfd.com . You may also 
register and pay online. Please note 
you must be a paid entrant before 
you start fishing for the tournament.
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1205 E. MULBERRY ST. ANGLETON

STARTING AT 11:00AM

AWARD WINNING BBQ
MADE FROM SCRATCH DAILY

ALL YOU CAN EAT

ONLY   14.99
--RIBS--

SATURDAYS - DINE IN ONLY

$

DINE-IN • TAKE-OUT • DRIVE-THRU
WWW.MYWILDWESTBBQ.COM

(979) 864-3666

By Eleanor Chute
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette (TNS)

PITTSBURGH — Can bacte-
ria-killing filter paper packaged 
in the form of a convenient book 
help people around the globe gain 
access to clean drinking water?

That’s the hope of Theresa 
Dankovich, postdoctoral research 
associate in the civil and environ-
mental engineering department of 
Carnegie Mellon University, who has 
developed “The Drinkable Book.”

In the works since 2008 while 
Dankovich was a doctoral student 
at McGill University in Montreal, the 
book generated buzz and national 
and international publicity at the 
American Chemical Society meeting 
in Boston recently. Carnegie Mellon University researcher Theresa Dankovich is developing 

filter paper treated with silver nanoparticles that can eliminate bacteria 
when used to filter water. One application is a book made with pages of 
the filter paper that can be ripped from the book to filter water as needed. 
(Bob Donaldson/Pittsburgh Post-Gazette/TNS)

Researcher’s book holds the secret to clean drinking water
The first page makes the mission 

clear: “The water in your village may 
contain deadly diseases, but each 
page of this book is a paper water 
filter that will make it safe to drink.”

According to the nonprofit 
water.org, 840,000 people die each 
year of water-related disease, and 
one in nine people lack access to 
safe water. The filter is designed to 
eliminate water-borne bacteria; it 
killed 99.9999 percent in lab tests.

In the prototype, each page has 
two filters, separated by perfora-
tions. The top has a message 
in English; the bottom the same 
message in the local language. 
Users can tear off a filter, place it 
in a holder above a clean container 
and then pour water into the filter. 

The optimum holder design for 
effective and easy use is still being 
developed by University of Cincin-
nati design graduate Luke Hydrick, 
now with Continuum, a design 
consultancy.

The length of time for water to 
filter through to the container varies, 
depending on how much debris is in 
the water. Each page can filter up to 
26 gallons.

Dankovich initially was work-
ing on making antibacterial paper, 
which has many applications, such 
as food packaging and medical 
masks.

“I just was intrigued by the idea 
of just a cheap water filter. I wasn’t 
necessarily thinking of any particu-
lar market. I was trying to focus 
on the science. Then I started to 
read more about the water crisis. 
I thought this could be a great 
method to clean water for a lot of 
people out there,” she said.

More than a year ago, Dankovich 
formed a nonprofit called pAge 
Drinking Paper. The idea for turning 
the drinking paper into a book came 
from a New York designer, Brian 
Gartside, then at DDB NY and now 
at Deutsch, after he read about her 
filter paper work.

With help from CMU students, 
Dankovich makes her filters by 
hand.

She begins with big sheets of 
filter paper that are thick — almost 
like cardboard — and chemically 
treated so they don’t fall apart when 
water is poured on then.

She then treats the paper with 
silver nanoparticles, which turn 
the paper a shade of orange. The 
nanoparticles are the key to elimi-
nating bacteria.

A silver salt is applied to the 
paper, and the paper is baked for 
10 or 15 minutes in a commercial 
oven at a Friendship church. She 
takes the sheet home, pours dis-
tilled water on it to take off excess 
material, hand blots it to soak up 
extra water and lets it dry in her 
basement. Then the papers are 
sent out for binding and printing 
using food-grade ink on a letter-
press.

Dankovich and her students 
also are experimenting with copper 
nanoparticles, which can have a 
similar anti-bacterial effect. Copper 
is 100 times cheaper than silver.
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Scientists use wasps 
to protect local citrus 
crops from disease
By Geoffrey Mohan
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

RIVERSIDE, Calif. — They look like grains of 
black sand inside a prescription vial.

But each speck is a wasp that is lethal to the 
offspring of the Asian citrus psyllid, an aphid-size 
bug that spreads the bacteria that cause a citrus 
greening disease.

 If California’s $1.8 billion citrus industry is to 
buy enough time to stave off the disease, which 
has decimated citrus crops in Florida, Mexico 
and Brazil, those vials may as well be hour-
glasses.

At least nine trees on seven properties in 
San Gabriel tested positive for the disease 
this summer, the second outbreak in the state 
in three years. Crews have been going door-
to-door on the streets around Vincent Lugo 
Park, inspecting trees and spraying them with 
insecticides. They hope to make a dent in the 
local population of the bug to keep the bacteria 
from hitching a ride to other trees in a quarantine 
area that has swelled to 87 square miles in the 
San Gabriel Valley.

Similar quarantines restricting the movement 
of citrus fruit and plants are in effect in 17 coun-
ties. Growers have been applying insecticides in 
their orchards, but agricultural officials long ago 
concluded that wider spraying in urban areas 
far removed from orchards is too costly and is 
unlikely to stem the infestation.

Instead, David Morgan, a biocontrol special-
ist with the California Department of Food and 
Agriculture, raises at least 100,000 wasps every 
month in his hothouses in Riverside. His crews 
tap out the tiny wasps from those vials on citrus 
trees in a 40,000-square-mile area from Imperial 
County to Santa Barbara. They have released 
about 2.4 million since 2011.

It’s probably best that you can’t see what 
wasps do to the babies of the citrus psyllid. Let’s 
just say that they get eaten

The densely populated Inland Empire may 
seem an unlikely place for ground zero of the 
psyllid infestation. Citrus production, which 
started here in the 19th century, has long since 
been swept away by urbanization. But urban 
populations and their fondness for citrus trees 
are aiding the spread of the bug and the bacteria 
it carries, according to researchers and agricul-
tural officials.

The disease has not been detected in com-
mercial orchards, largely because California 
reacted more quickly than Florida, where a 
decade-long outbreak has cost the industry an 
estimated $7 billion. In 2009,  growers created 
a voluntary assessment that raises about $15 
million a year for the Citrus Pest and Disease 
Prevention Program, some of which funds 
Morgan’s research. 
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By Matt O’Brien
San Jose Mercury News (TNS)

OAKLAND, Calif. — The hulking, 
15-foot-tall robot rests on its tank 
treads in a West Oakland ware-
house, waiting for the coming war 
against its powerful nemesis across 
the sea.

It looks fearsome. One arm is a 
missile launcher, and the other a 
cannon. Some of that is bluster: It 
lumbers around at 2 mph, powered 
by a lawn mower engine.

But its inventors, Gui Cavalcanti 
and Matt Oehrlein, have already 
signed it up for a historic duel. To 
win, they will need to spend the next 
year transforming their creation into 
a more nimble fighting machine.

This is not exactly the prom-
ised future of robotics, which is 
increasingly being applied to help 
humans with manufacturing, health 
care, humanitarian aid and get-
ting around. But Cavalcanti and 
Oehrlein, 29-year-old co-founders 
of Berkeley-based MegaBots Inc., 
are hoping to fulfill another human 
desire: ferocious, gladiator-style 
entertainment.

“There’s an entire group of 
gamers who’ve been waiting for 
this their entire lives,” Cavalcanti 
said after climbing down from the 
contraption’s cockpit inside the 
American Steel Studios in Oakland. 
“People like combat, and people 
really like high technology. This is a 
perfect blend. We want to make an 
entertainment spectacle.”

The engineering duo and their 
third co-founder, Brinkley Warren, 
released a video recently calling 
for help to give their machine an 
overhaul so it can defeat a rival built 
four years ago by Japanese firm 
Suidobashi Heavy Industry. The 
location and timing of the battle is 
still to be determined.

MegaBots initiated the challenge, 
and Suidobashi accepted last 
month, but the American startup and 
its paintball-shooting machine are 
not quite ready for the speed and 
crushing hand-to-hand combat skills 
of the Japanese model, Kuratas, 
which sits on a wheeled tripod and 
carries a high-powered Gatling gun.

So the MegaBots team 
announced a Kickstarter cam-
paign, earning more than half of its 
$500,000 goal in the first 48 hours.

Robot wars: Giant robot gears up to battle Japanese rival

It took about 31/2 months and 
$200,000 in hardware to assemble 
the current version of the machine, 
known as Mk II, which they showed 
off at the Maker Faire in San Mateo 
in May. The machine is what’s called 
a “mech” and was inspired by the 
MechWarrior video games its inven-
tors played when they were kids. It 
needs a gunner and a human pilot, 
who shifts the robot to slouching 
mode for high-speed driving and 
moves it upright for battle.

“Right now, it has more in 
common with a vehicle than a 
robot,” Cavalcanti said. “The lower 
half is almost entirely manual. But 
the final version of the robot will be 
much more autonomous.”

A partnership with San Rafael-
based Autodesk, which makes 
engineering and construction 
software, inspired the co-founders 
to move MegaBots to the Bay Area 
this spring from Somerville, Massa-
chusetts. They found the co-working 
studio in West Oakland, a hub for 

large-scale mechanical artistry, and 
also used Autodesk’s waterfront 
facility in San Francisco to weld the 
weaponry.

“It’s hard to build really big robots 
in Boston,” Oehrlein said. “It’s a 
pretty old city, the real estate is 
expensive and you just can’t find 
big warehouses with cranes. Those 
facilities exist in the East Bay pretty 
abundantly.”

The team also wanted an abun-
dant supply of tech talent as the 
company scales up and expands.

Their Kickstarter campaign is 
to raise money for improvements, 
including “shock-mounted steel 
armor we need to survive multi-ton 
punches” and “hydraulic actuators 
to handle the additional weight of 
our armor and weapons.”

“Our robot is sort of built for 
range combat,” Oehrlein said. “It 
can’t really take a punch or swing a 
punch.”

They also need five times the 
horsepower to handle a more 

sophisticated hydraulic system. 
They have found partners, including 
NASA, which has technology that 
can make the cockpit safer, and 
extreme vehicle fabricator Howe 
& Howe Technologies, which is 
helping design a faster-moving track 
base.

Cavalcanti and Oehrlein dropped 
out of their promising careers at big-
name robotics companies to make 
their dream creations. Cavalcanti 
worked for Google-owned Boston 
Dynamics, which just recently awed 
and frightened YouTube view-
ers with a new video showing its 
humanoid robot walking through 
the woods. Oehrlein worked for the 
Detroit research lab of Eaton Corp., 
helping to design high-end hydrau-
lics for military construction and 
transport vehicles.

“We both worked on really high-
end technology that never saw the 
light of day,” Oehrlein said. “Giant 
fighting robots is way more public.”

Cavalcanti’s expertise is in 

mechanical engineering, and 
Oehrlein in control systems and 
electronics. Warren handles busi-
ness development and finding a 
place for the firm in the entertain-
ment industry.

They are already envisioning a 
global network of arenas devoted 
to their new battle sport, a kind of 
international robot Olympics that is 
part Ultimate Fighting Championship 
(the mixed martial arts competition) 
and part Formula 1 racing. Each 
country will arm its own robot army. 
But don’t worry, say Oehrlein and 
Cavalcanti, it will always remain 
pure sport.

If robots one day wage war 
on Earth, they will more likely be 
advanced versions of today’s killer 
drones, not lumbering humanoid 
machines.

“Ours is a bigger target than a 
tank, slower than a tank, and it can 
fall over,” Cavalcanti said. For a 
real military, it’s “the worst possible 
design.”

Megabots Inc. co-founder Gui Cavalcanti is photograped in front of his Mk II robot on Thursday, Aug. 20, 2015, in Oakland, Calif. The robot is 15 feet 
tall and was built at a cost of $200,000 in five months. (Aric Crabb/Bay Area News Group/TNS)
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Look for us on 
Facebook

“This is by far the easiest tip 
to implement and also the most 
important. Simply toss (place gently) 
your smartphone in the trunk of your 
car before you leave. It’s out of sight 
but probably not out of mind, but at 
least you’re not texting while driving. 
Don’t get me started on the fallacy 
of multitasking and hands-free 
devices. You’re dangerous when 
you are driving and on the phone 
– hands-free or not.”

2. Establish “smartphone-free” 
zones and times.

“Smartphones should be forbid-
den in certain places at home and 
work. For those of you in romantic 
relationships, no smartphones in 
the bedroom. Talk about the thrill 
being gone! The dinner table should 
also be a smartphone-free zone. No 
phones within sight or earshot.”

“How much productive time is 

lost at work due to people fiddling 
with their smartphones? Designate 
two or three times during the day 
when you are allowed to check 
your phone for messages, updates 
or other goodies that might need 
your attention. You will be the rock 
star of the office as your productiv-
ity skyrockets after curbing your 
cellphone ‘jones’ – that’s 70s talk for 
addiction.”

3. Don’t buy into the “Hair of 
the Dog” myth.

“I call this ‘Hair of the Dog’ 
because I am pitting technology 
against technology. There are a 
number of smartphone apps that 
you can use that monitor and con-
trol your smartphone use. Spending 
too much time on eBay? There’s an 
app for that. You can set time limits 
for anything on your smartphone 
that is particularly distracting or 
time-consuming. You can even have 

your smartphone text your spouse 
with updates on how much time 
you’re spending on social media. 
Digital shaming. What will we think 
of next?”

4. Resist the “poopie” (selfies 
on the throne).

“Yes, unfortunately, this is a real 
thing. Let’s just make it a rule that 
smartphones should be banned 
from the bathroom. It’s just wrong, 
and it’s unsanitary to boot.”

5. Use airplane mode.
“Airplane mode is a nice com-

promise. It allows you the safety of 
having your phone with you in case 
of an emergency but also allows you 
to focus on the task at hand with no 
cellular interruptions. Did you know 
that the average American has 
an attention span of 8.5 seconds, 
which is shorter than the attention 
span of an everyday, garden-variety 
goldfish?”

6. Put out a contract on your-
self.

“Social contracts are a great 
way to change behaviors. Simply 
write a contract that states explicitly 
what is acceptable or unacceptable 
use – and the punishment for such 
behavior – of your smartphone and 
enlist your spouse, significant other, 
and/or kids to be the enforcers. If 
your kids or spouse are like mine, 
they will not hesitate to let you know 
when you are breaking the rules 
and what the said punishment is for 
such behavior.”

7. Nix using your smartphone 
as an alarm clock.

“It’s too much of a temptation to 
check for the latest YouTube cat 
video before you start your day. No 
smartphone until you’ve showered, 
had your morning cup of Joe and 
made your bed.”

8. Go the “dumb phone” route.
“When it comes down to it, all we 

really need to be able to do on our 
phones is make and receive calls – 
and send texts, if you have teenage 
daughters. E-mail and social media 
are nice, but the dumb phone at 
least keeps us safe (the long-forgot-
ten original purpose for cell phones) 
and is able to help us connect with 
those we need to. Or, how about 
simply using a block of wood carved 
in the shape of a smartphone whose 
sole purpose is to comfort you when 
you are experiencing withdrawal 
symptoms? It’s the same principle 

as pulling out a stick of gum when 
you’re trying to quit smoking.”

9. Commit to it and do it.
“All of the above suggestions will 

come to naught if you are not totally 
committed to the cause. You must 
convince yourself that curbing your 
smartphone use is essential to your 
happiness before you embark on 
this journey. Without such steely 
resolve, you will be sucked into 
the digital vortex that has lured so 
many of us into an existence where 
leading a meaningful life has been 

replaced by the continual pursuit of 
momentary pleasures.”

James Roberts, Ph.D., The Ben 
H. Williams Professor of Marketing in 
Baylor University’s Hankamer School of 
Business, is a nationally known expert 
on materialism and smartphone addic-
tion. He has been featured in numer-
ous national and international media, 
including NBC’s TODAY, ABC World 
News Tonight, NPR, CNN, The New 
York Times, USA Today, Cosmopolitan 
Magazine, The Wall Street Journal, 
Reader’s Digest, Yahoo! Finance and 
U.S. News and World Report.

Baylor professor outlines nine steps on how to reduce your smartphone addiction
(Continued from Page 1)
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bell-bottom jeans.
It was fun to explain to the kids how the 8-track works, and how the record 

needle picks up the vibrations from the plastic grooves, and sound comes 
out of the speakers. I have achieved at least that much, although I think they 
just pretended to care. 

Go ahead and talk, old man, about your transistors, resistors and vibra-
tions, they probably thought. Whatever.

Only one of the cartridges I just bought has been “eaten” so far. But there 
are many more. I bought a lot of them.

The point of buying the old 8-track was not the message (music), but the 
messenger (the player). After the original fascination wore off, the 8-track 
has gone mostly unnoticed, along with my turntables and USB cassette 
player.

Yes, somewhere in China, a company is manufacturing a USB cassette 
player for about $30. It allows for the transfer of cassettes to a computer file 
and digitizes the magnetic coding on the tape.

The company probably sold a lot of these to geeks like me, who use it 
once or twice and then put it away.

I also bought a USB turntable, which is actually pretty groovy (record has 
grooves). I also could have used the words cool, neat or krunk.

“Why would you get a USB compatible cassette player?” my brother-in-law 
asked when we were browsing through all my gadgets.

“It seemed like a good idea at the time,” I replied. “ I think I used it once.”
I tried to give it to him, but he would not accept it. He made up some 

excuse that he doesn’t have any use for it, but I know that he just felt guilty 
about taking this soon-to-be very rare gadget from me. He probably didn’t 
feel right about doing it, and I understand.

Dear reader, perhaps you can’t go home again, but you can recreate the 
way home used to be,  with gadgets. But, it may not be all that exciting after 
the newness of that 40-year-old 8-track player wears off.

But, when the grandkids will be old enough to comprehend geek lan-
guage, they will learn the way we used to play music and why it worked -- 
not so well as let’s say a music file inside their smartphone, but well enough 
to get us through the 1970s.

(Continued from Page 1)

Retro gadgets better seen than heard
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Fans of KACC 89.7 FM can now listen to their favorite rock station from 
their phone with the new mobile app.

The KACC Gulf Coast Rocker app is available for Apple iOS and Android 
phones and will stream live broadcast of the station including classic rock 
music, live events and local sports.

“Those loyal listeners we have for 89.7 FM will have one more way to hear 
us, and with a signal strength and clarity that is incredible,” Communications 
Department Chair Bill Lewis said. “If you’re out driving in a spot that our radio 
signal can’t reach, the app will be available anywhere you have cell cover-
age.”

The app will be a huge benefit for the Alvin and Manvel High School foot-
ball fans who listen to KACC broadcasts of the games.

One of the features the college wanted to implement was allowing users 
to switch between different audio streams so they could keep up to date with 
more than one broadcast.

“We can use that during our sports coverage and other alternative 
programming, student productions – the options are pretty unlimited for the 
department and the students,” Lewis said. 

KACC has long been broadcast on third-party apps but they would often 
have interruptions or breaks in coverage.

“The KACC app allows us to provide the commercial-free programming 
that listeners have come to love,” Lewis said. “Our Station Manager, Mark 
Moss, had a busy summer working with the application developer and the 
college IT Department so that we could satisfy all of the technical require-
ments and build something we like.“

Equipment to support the streaming app was recently purchased, thanks 
to proceeds from the ACC Foundation’s Alvin Live Summer Concert Series.

The new app can be found on the Apple App Store or on Google 
Play by searching ‘KACC.’ The station can also be heard online at 
www.kaccradio.com.

Alvin College’s radio station launches app



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   September 15, 2015    THE BULLETIN  Page 13

hospitals.”
The phenomenon has become 

a focus of the Republican presi-
dential battle, with both Jeb Bush 
and Donald Trump questioning the 
motives of immigrant mothers who 
give birth after traveling to the U.S. 
And some residents complain that 
the children are a drain on taxpayer-
supported social services.

But the issue is often not so 
black-and-white here. Many families 
have relatives scattered on both 
sides of the border, and people 
often live and work across the 
mostly unmarked line as if it weren’t 
there.

“They’re part of our community,” 
Guerrero said of the expectant 
mothers he sees.

Starr County Memorial is a 
modest red-and-gray brick building 
with 44 beds, a family clinic and an 
emergency room, taxpayer-funded 
through a hospital district.

Just how many Mexican moth-
ers come to give birth to the babies 
and the cost of caring for them are 
unclear.

“They do come on purpose,” said 
Thalia Munoz, chief executive of 
Starr County Memorial. “We have to 
absorb the costs. … It’s a persistent 
problem. It’s a fact: They come over 
here for the anchor baby, they come 
over for the benefits.”

The doctors don’t ask whether 
patients are in the country legally, 
though they do ask expectant 
mothers to provide a local address, 
in part because they are required 
by state law to test newborns for 
genetic diseases and follow up. 
“Most of them do have an address. 
Whether it’s a real address or not, 
who knows,” Guerrero said.

Expectant mothers who live in 
Texas — whether they are legal 
residents or not — qualify for a state 
program providing prenatal care. If 
the mothers can’t pay for deliver-
ies, Medicaid pays doctors and the 
hospital a portion of the cost.

Mothers lacking documentation 
do not qualify for Medicaid after-
ward, but their babies usually do, 
doctors say.

Medicaid payments to doctors 
here have declined by half in the 
last decade, they say — to about 
$550 for a vaginal delivery; $600 
for a cesarean section. Medicaid 

compensated the hospital about 40 
cents on the dollar, Chief Financial 
Officer Rafael Olivares said.

As a result, the hospital picks 
up more of the cost of the care of 
people in the country illegally.

Rio Grande Valley hospitals 
reported more than $131 million in 
uncollected medical bills as of 2013, 
the most recent year available, 
according to the Texas Hospital 
Association. They don’t tally how 
much of that is for people in the 
country illegally.

The doctors said they saw fewer 
women coming to have babies after 
Texas officials ordered a surge 
of law enforcement and National 
Guard troops to the border last 
summer in response to an influx 
of Central American immigrants. 
Instead of gunfire at night, Margo 
heard U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection and Department of Public 
Safety helicopters.

But since then, “slowly, it’s been 
going back up,” Guerrero said.

Many of the women that he and 
other doctors see are poor, but 
others are not, and some of them 
have crossed the border legally. 
Professionals from Mexico — doc-
tors, dentists and graduate students 
— will schedule cesarean sections 
at a U.S. hospital, paying for the 
services, sometimes in cash, the 
doctors said.

For Mexican-Americans living in 
the region, many with relatives on 
both sides of the border, the phe-
nomenon creates mixed emotions 
— sympathy but also resentment 
of people they believe are taking 
advantage of the system.

Guerrero grew up working at a 
tortilleria and produce-packing shed. 
He has worked at the hospital for 
15 years. His colleague Margo has 
worked here 11 years. Both say 
they have stayed because they are 
dedicated to the community. Both 
are fourth-generation sons of Tejano 
families who lived here back when 
it was Mexico. They didn’t cross the 
border — it crossed them.

Both doctors say they would like 
to see the border better secured, 
although Guerrero noted that 
deporting families already living on 
the Texas side of the border would 
probably lead to “upheavals” and 
“ill will.”

Nothing about the border is as 

simple as it seems.
When Guerrero went to check 

on Dylan’s mother — who asked to 
be identified by only her first name, 
Crystal — she repeated the story 
of how she ended up accidentally 
giving birth in the U.S.

She had dropped off her chil-
dren with her husband, who works 
legally in Texas. Crystal, 32, had 
intended to drive east on the U.S. 
side of the border — as many do to 
avoid dangerous Mexican highways 
frequented by smugglers — before 

crossing to see a doctor in Reynosa. 
She had her medical paperwork 
with her. The birth of her baby in the 
U.S. was unintentional, she said.

The doctor — originally skeptical 
— believed her.

Securing the border, Guerrero 
said, is “bigger than the anchor 
babies. The problem is more com-
plex.”

Texas border town doctors witness complex stories of Mexican mothers having babies in U.S.
(Continued from Page 1) Mothers lacking documentation do not qualify for 

Medicaid afterward, but their babies usually do
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 Sardine cousin
5 “My take is ...”
10 Princess from Amphipolis
14 Iota
15 One-up
16 “Head With Pipe” artist Nolde
17 Watchable, in a way
18 Jar for leafy vegetable storage?
20 2000s World #1 female golfer
22 Nurture

23 Word with cake or break
24 Actor Jackie’s pet fish?
27 “__ Love” (Maroon 5 hit)
29 Smoking, perhaps
30 Half a score
31 1959 novel in whose film version 
Mary Crane became Marion Crane
33 Giant
36 Rabbit’s friend
37 Opine ... or create four long 
answers in this puzzle?

41 Literary __
42 More than hammer home
43 Video game segments
45 Jr.’s jr.
46 Spot for a soak
49 With 60-Down, only South 
Korean World Golf Hall of Fame 
inductee
50 Emulate an inveterate swindler?
53 Small songbird
54 Work on a canvas?
56 Unfortunate
57 Vessel with limited space?
61 Bard’s verb
62 “See Dad Run” star
63 Steer snagger
64 Mishmash
65 TripAdvisor alternative
66 “No worries”
67 White side, maybe

Down
1 More than peck
2 Head __
3 Besides
4 Plymouth’s county
5 Org. with a multi-ring logo
6 “No __!”
7 Whitewater figure
8 Pitcher?
9 Green sage
10 Survey taker, at times
11 Text clarifier
12 Compliment on a course
13 Antacid brand word
19 Old PC monitors
21 Martin’s start?
25 Hollywood glitterati
26 Sambuca flavoring
28 On a sugar high, say
31 Psychologist’s concern
32 Quaker Honey Graham __
33 Toast, with “a”
34 U.S.-U.K. separator
35 “Truth is more of a stranger than 
fiction” writer
37 The works
38 Second section of Verdi’s 
“Requiem”
39 Fit nicely
40 Quarters, e.g.
44 Daffy Duck has one
46 Move on a screen
47 Shakespearean heiress
48 “But I digress ...”
50 Trainee
51 Marine predators
52 Bygone birds
53 Mango tango smoothie server
55 Prefix with cardial
58 Post-spill need
59 __-Aztecan languages
60 See 49-Across
(c)2015 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
TAN  RED  BLUE  GOLD  PINK  BEIGE  WHITE  ORANGE
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: QUEUE  SIXTY  BAUBLE  POORLY
Answer: What the wealthy matron’s cat enjoyed -- THE “LAP” OF LUXURY

Tribune Content Agency
ARIES (Mar. 21-Apr. 19): Don’t 

put the cart before the horse. You 
might think you have all your bases 
covered in the week ahead, but 
events may not unfold as you’d 
originally hoped. Keep a calm, cool 
head in the face of distractions and 

disturbances.
TAURUS (Apr. 20-May 20): Let 

your cheering section urge you on. 
You should ignore your own doubts 
and pay attention to those who 
have every confidence that you’ll 
succeed. In the week to come, 
spend money only on necessities 

and save extravagant purchases 
for later.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Avoid 
people who are overly optimistic. 
While it’s good to a have a positive 
view of the world, those who refuse 
to acknowledge the downside of 
a situation are just being foolish. 

Don’t rely too heavily on others to 
follow through on promises this 
week.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
Follow your head, not your heart. 
Being overly generous to accom-
modate someone else’s needs 
could just be inviting them to take 
advantage. In the week ahead, 
you can still be helpful by showing 
others how to help themselves.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Know 
when to say when. While your latest 
passion may be all you can think 
about this week, there are other 
aspects of your life that deserve 
equal time. VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22): Don’t bite off more than you 
can chew. There may be a ten-
dency for you to allow your ambition 
to overcome your reason and take 
on a task that is simply beyond your 
means. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22.): The 
usual routines hold no allure today. 
Your craving for adventure and 
excitement in the week to come 
leads you to seek out new places 
to explore and new people to meet. 
Inviting a loved one to accompany 
you on your journey could double 
the pleasure.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 

Sometimes the simplest solution 
works best. Don’t over-think things 
when it comes to solving a problem, 
as the answer may be quite obvious 
if you approach it objectively. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Don’t get too big for your 
britches. There’s little to be gained 
by being overconfident if you don’t 
have the skills to back it up. This 
week, you can’t go wrong by stick-
ing with what you know and only 
using facts from verified sources.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Be the voice of reason. In the week 
ahead, a friend or loved one may 
get carried away with a short-
sighted scheme or exaggerate the 
truth, and it could fall to you to set 
them straight. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Lady Luck may not be smiling on 
you today. Sometimes it can be fun 
to take a chance, but sometimes it’s 
just not worth the risk.

PISCES (Feb. 19-Mar. 20): Don’t 
rock the boat. In the coming week, 
you may feel the need to stir things 
up or argue debatable points, but all 
you’ll succeed in creating is friction. 
When troubles arise, take a passive 
approach, as more than likely. prob-
lems will take care of themselves.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers
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