
© 2014   

September 9, 2014
Our 21st Year of Publishing

(979) 849-5407 
mybulletinnewspaper.com

LAKE JACKSON • CLUTE • RICHWOOD • FREEPORT • OYSTER CREEK • ANGLETON • DANBURY • ALVIN • WEST COLUMBIA • BRAZORIA • SWEENY

The
 Weekly

(Continued on Page 4)

(Continued on Page 13)

Bulletin
How to avoid being 
caught by the press 

and looking bad

The art of 
lying well

 com .....

$500 Little League ball
Mo-Ne Davis, the 13-year-old 

girl with a 70 mph fastball and 
the darling of this year’s Little 
League World Series, has taken 
off beyond the pitching mound 
to eBay.  A baseball she signed 
ended up on eBay and sold for 
more than $500. More than 40 
other items that she may or may 
not have signed also were being 
offered at the site.

Johnny who?
Kenny Hill, Texas A&M’s 

replacement of Johnny “Football” 
Manziel, this year, finished 44 for 
60 with 511 yards, three scores 
and no interceptions in his first 
outing. Manziel never reached the 
500 passing yards mark. Looks 
like the stage is set for a great 
season.

Snake kills chef who 
killed it

After the chef killed the snake 
for a dish, he was killed by the 
same snake. Ironic. A spitting 
cobra, being prepared for a dish 
in a restaurant in southern China, 
bit and killed a chef 20 minutes 
after its head had been chopped 
off, according to a report in China 
Daily. It turns out snakes do this 
quite frequently and can deliver 
bites up to 90 minutes after 
decapitation, so beware, as they 
may bite the hand that kills them.

In a pack, not on the wall
Everything is bigger in Texas, 

which is why an Austin brewery 
decided to market 99 cans of beer 
in one to-go pack. The Pacemaker 
Extra Pale Ale can be purchased 
in this manner. There are 99 
bottles of beer in the pack, 99 
bottles of beer… . Why 99? Why 
not make it an even 100? The 
price for the 99-pack is … $99. 
Bring your own truck to haul it 
away..

Participants will have fun at the 
Gathering Place and Alzheimer’s 
Awareness Brain Health Fair and 
Benefit on Saturday, Sept. 13, at 
the Brazoria County Fairgrounds 
from 9 a.m.. to 2 p.m.

The Fair will feature health and 
wellness exhibits and screenings, 
exercise and cooking demonstra-
tions, and a talk by neurologist 

Forbes Barnwell, M.D.    
Certified Laughter Leader Mari 

Berend will provide an overview 
of laughter as therapy, and Love’s 
Gate, a Christian music ministry, will 
perform. The talented and popular 
duo, Kevin Cadenhead and Evelyn 
Naechtegale, sell their CDs to sup-
port prison ministries.  

Funding for Gathering Place pro-

grams for 2015 will be provided by 
the sale of homemade baked goods 
by regional Catholic Daughters, a 
barbecued chicken and sausage 
lunch, and a live auction at noon.  In 
addition to funding the eight monthly 
congregation-based Alzheimer’s 
socials, the fundraiser will raise 
money for Alzheimer’s Awareness 

‘Brain Health Fair’ to offer wellness advice, music, food and fun 

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

Josh Shaw needs to learn how 
to lie.

Shaw is the University of 
California football player who 
fabricated a very badly conceived 
lie recently.

He told the 
press that 
he suffered 
two high 
ankle sprains 
after leap-
ing from a 
second-floor 
balcony at 
an apartment 

complex in Palmdale, California, 
to help his 7-year-old nephew 
who was distressed in a swim-
ming pool.

That same time, though, he 
appeared in a police incident 
report filed from his girlfriend’s 
Los Angeles apartment as a 
suspect. He obviously could not 
be in two places at once, hurting 
those same ankles.

He then confessed that he 
suffered the injury while climbing 
down a balcony at the complex. 
But he didn’t say why.

This is where the problem 
takes a turn for the worse.

If it hasn’t already come out 
why he was climbing down that 
balcony, it will come out eventu-
ally, and then the story gets a 
new life.

He has been suspended 
indefinitely from the team. The 
damage has been done, so 
why not just come out with the 
truth right away, and lessen the 
consequences?

Everybody has lovers’ spats, 
so just come out and say it. “I 

RAMBLINGS
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Our 21st year of publishing!

OH, I DON’T? WELL, I HAVE A SURPRISE  FOR YOU! A man 
pointed a gun at someone from whom he had unsuccessfully tried to 
bum a cigarette in a motel parking lot in Jackson, Miss., and said, “I bet 
you don’t have one of these.” He was wrong. The other guy pulled his 
own gun and fired, wounding him. Mississippi law allows that the shooter 
should not be charged in such cases.

ARE YOU SAYING THAT SEEMS STRANGE TO YOU, YOUR 
HONOR? A Florida lawyer told a federal judge that she missed a court 
date because the opposing attorney had a microchip implanted in her 
brain and was using it to torture her. Officials suggested that she reach 
out to mental health professionals.

DOES THIS OUTFIT MAKE ME LOOK FAT? A man stole approxi-
mately 600 girls’ gym suits and cheerleading and volleyball uniforms from 
dozens of high schools around Tokyo because he wanted to wear them.

LEAVE US ALONE, EARTHLING: A man forced a car off the road in 
Bryant, Ark., because he thought the driver was an alien, and his vehicle 
was a spaceship. It was actually a Plymouth. He was apparently high on 
methamphetamine.

YEAH, CHEF BOYARDEE IS LIKE OUR POPE: Taking advantage 
of an Australian law that allows members of some religions to wear 
headgear in ID photos, a man claimed to belong to the Church of the 
Flying Spaghetti Monster, and posed for his gun license picture wearing 
a colander on his head. Police then seized four of his guns, because they 
thought he might be mentally unstable. He is trying to convince them that 
he is not.

OH MY GOD, I’VE BEEN ROBBED! A burglar stole two cash tills and 
three plasma TVs from a pub in Accrington, England, then put the stuff in 
his car and went back into the pub for more. While he was in there, two 
men came along and stole his loot. Surveillance video shows the burglar 
with “a look of confusion” on his face when he came back outside and 
saw that the items he had stolen had been stolen by someone else.

A LEG UP ON THE COMPETITION?: A 50-year-old man was fired 
from the Chick-fil-A restaurant in Indian Land, S.C., because he failed 
to show up for work. So a week later, he went and robbed his former 
company’s rival, Kentucky Fried Chicken, in Rock Hill.

WELL YOU SEE, THE PAIN COMES AND GOES: A man, who was 
involved in a “minor, fender-bender type” car accident in Pennsylvania, 
submitted a personal injury claim, saying that he was seriously hurt. The 
insurance company realized it was bogus because, while he was suppos-
edly being treated, he ran in several marathon races.

SO YOU HAVE TO ASK YOURSELF: WAS IT WORTH IT? A man was 
fired because he showed up drunk for his job at a pavement company in 
Volusia County, Fla., so he set his boss’ house and pickup truck on fire. 
Firefighters were able to contain the damage, and the guy was arrested 
for arson.

Toward the end of the 19th 
century, American medical educa-
tion was in chaos. Most medical 
schools were little more than trade 
schools, and often it was easier 
to gain admission to one of these 
than to a liberal arts college. With 
the opening of The Johns Hopkins 
Hospital in 1889, followed four 
years later by The Johns Hopkins 
University School of Medicine, 
Johns Hopkins ushered in a new 
era of medical education and treat-

ment.
Learn more at the Brazoria 

County Historical Museum, 100 
East Cedar Angleton, Thursday, 
Sept. 18, at 6:30 p.m. as the staff 
hosts retired neurologist Dr. John 
Jones from the Houston Health 
Museum. Dr. Jones will share with 
us the history of John Hopkins 
Hospital, how it changed Ameri-
can medicine, and its influence on 
Houston’s first hospital, Memorial 
Hermann Hospital.

Medicine history at county museumU.S. climbs to third in ranking of world’s most competitive economies
By Jim Puzzanghera
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

The United States climbed to third 
in a leading ranking of the world’s 
most competitive economies, rising 
for the second straight year because 
of more positive views of the nation’s 
business climate, innovation capac-
ity and strength of public and private 
institutions.

The U.S. trailed only Switzerland 
and Singapore in the annual survey 
by the World Economic Forum. 
Rounding out the top 10 were 
Finland, Germany, Japan, the Hong 
Kong region of China, the Nether-
lands, United Kingdom and Sweden.

The results were released 
Wednesday by the forum, which 
hosts a high-profile gathering of 

corporate chieftains and politicians 
each winter in Davos, Switzerland.

Competitiveness is based on a 
dozen factors, including the strength 
of a nation’s public and private insti-
tutions, the state of its infrastructure, 
the quality of its education and its 
ability to foster innovation.

The latest ranking is the highest 
for the U.S. since it was second in 
the 2009-10 survey. Switzerland 
had taken the top spot from the U.S. 
in that survey and has headed the 
ranking every year since then.

The Great Recession and 2008 
financial crisis took a toll on U.S. 
global competitiveness, according to 
the survey.

By 2012-13, the country had fallen 
to seventh amid a sluggish economy 
as well as bitter partisan debates 
over the debt limit and other fiscal 
issues.

But a strengthening economic 
recovery and less budget strife in 
Washington has helped the U.S. to 
improve its ranking among the 148 
economies covered by the survey.
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Deal of the week: Inexpensive advertising that works is our specialty. 
Call (979) 849-5407 and see for yourself.

Made in ... many places 
Q.  “Made in America” on 

a pickup truck might be an 
inducement to purchase for 
some, the opposite for others.  
In our global marketplace, what 
are some cultural barriers that 
can impede acceptance of prod-
ucts in other countries?

A.  “For one, illustrations of 
feet are regarded as despicable 
in Thailand,” say William Pride et 
al. in “Business:  12th Edition.”  
Even the color of a product or its 
package can influence a purchase:  
In Japan, black and white are 
the colors of mourning and thus 
should be avoided, while purple is 
the color of death in Brazil. And in 
Egypt, green -- the national color 
-- is also not used in packaging.  

More generally, customers’ per-
ceptions of a country might affect 
their purchase of unfamiliar prod-
ucts from there.  “For example, 
because Mexican cars have not 
been viewed by the world as being 
quality products, Volkswagen may 
not want to advertise that some 
of its models sold in the United 
States are made in Mexico,” the 
authors add.

  “And many retailers on the 
Internet have yet to come to grips 
with the task of designing an online 

shopping site that is attractive and 
functional for all global customers.”

Gentlemen’s baseball 
no more

Q.  When was baseball’s 
historic breakthrough into “dog-
less” no more?

A.  It was sometime before 1893 
that Chris von der Ahe, plucky 
owner of the St. Louis Browns, 
took a notion to popularize the 
sport by building an amusement 
park around his stadium, reports 
“Mental Floss” magazine. 

This took baseball from a “high-
brow diversion for gentlemen” to a 
game for the masses, with the lure 
of cheap tickets, hawked beer and 
German snacks, likely including 
frankfurters.  “In no time, ballpark 
franks became a fan favorite, and 
today, Americans scarf down more 
than 20 million hot dogs at games 
each year.”

Microsoft and the 
death of bird

Q.  It’s not often that Micro-
soft Windows finds itself in the 
punch line and the butt of a joke.  
Can you imagine a question to 
bring this one on?

A.  The discussion began with 

this query in “Science News” 
magazine:  What’s the “estimated 
annual bird deaths in the United 
States by cause”?  It then reported 
the count as 1.3-4.0 billion birds 
killed by cats; 365-988 million 
killed in window collisions; and 573 
thousand from wind turbines.  

No joke so far, but here it 
is:  The online title for the story, 
“Windows kill up to 988 million 
birds a year in the United States” 
prompted some readers to imagine 
a very different sort of threat:  “I 
always thought that Windows was 
a big problem.  OS X [Mac’s new 
operating system] is much better,” 
joked Casey B.  “Microsoft should 
be ashamed.”  

Swift migration takes a 
long time

Q.  “Tachymarptis melba” may 
not be the swiftest of birds, but 
they soar above the others in a 
rather remarkable way.  What’s 
the way?

A.  Alpine swifts are said to 
spend more than six consecutive 
months aloft, not even resting after 
migrating to North Africa following 
their breeding season in Europe, 
reports “New Scientist” maga-
zine.  “Up to now, such long-last-
ing locomotive activity had been 
reported only for animals living in 
the sea,” says Felix Liechti of the 
Swiss Ornithological Institute in 
Sempach. 

Yet, when he and his colleagues 
attached lightweight data log-
gers to three alpine swifts and 
recaptured them the following 
year, measurements of the birds’ 
acceleration and geographic loca-
tion suggested that for 200 days, 
all three swifts remained airborne 
while migrating to and wintering 
in Africa, probably surviving on 
airborne plankton and sleeping 
on the wing (“Nature Communica-
tions”).

“Amazing, truly amazing,” says 
Carsten Egevang of the Greenland 
Institute of Natural Resources in 
Nuuk, of Liechti’s findings.  “We 
knew that swifts stay on the wing 
for long periods, but 200 days is 
very impressive.”

(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)
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Project events and Brain Camp 
classes.

  Activities at Lake Jackson, Clute, 
Angleton, and Alvin Gatherings 
include music, games, exercise, 
reminiscences, crafts, a hot lunch, 
and bingo. Gatherings are free, and 
caregivers are encouraged to drop 
off their family members and use 
that 32 hours each month to rest. 

The primary goal of the Gath-
ering Place has always been to 
give caregivers a much needed 
break.  In recent months, however, 
participants’ attendance has been 
shown to be very beneficial.  A 
National Institutes of Health study 
claims that mental stimulation can 
slow progression of Alzheimer’s 
disease. The study at Des Moines’ 
Orr Memory Center, using the same 
programming offered at Gatherings, 
concluded that Alzheimer’s patients 
regained significant cognitive skills.  
The study confirmed observations 
made by Gathering Place volun-
teers over the years: if a person with 
early stage Alzheimer’s participates 
in Gathering activities, the mental 
stimulation and socialization will 
slow the progression of the disease.  

The Brazoria County Alzheimer’s 
Awareness Project, now two years 
old, is a partnership between the 
Gathering Place and the Brazo-

ria County Department of Public 
Health. It is an outcome of a 2012 
Town Hall in Commissioner’s Court 
focusing on Alzheimer’s disease in 
Brazoria County.

BCAAP works with government 
agencies, social services, and 
healthcare providers to promote 
dementia awareness and encourage 
early detection. A major Alzheimer’s 
Conference, seminars, a CEU pro-
gram for healthcare professionals, 
a children’s library program about 
Alzheimer’s, Caregiver Resource 
Fairs, and a Spanish-language Expo 
de Salud are a few of the events 
BCAAP initiated the past two years. 
Since last November, more than 
1100 people have attended BCAAP 
activities. 

Thirty-two organizations—118 
volunteers—worked in November, 
2013 memory screenings at Bra-
zoria County Libraries.  Volunteers 
screened 545 people and identified 
56 with severe cognitive deficits. It 
was the third largest screening proj-
ect in the United States sponsored 
by the Alzheimer’s Foundation. Bra-
zoria County came in right behind 
Price Rite and Kmart pharmacies , 
which have thousands of locations.    

 BCAAP’s March partnership 
with the Brazoria County Sheriff’s 
Office to train First Responders to 
handle crises involving people with 

Alzheimer’s disease, was success-
ful, and a date has been confirmed 
for a 2015 training class.  

The Brazoria County Alzheimer’s 
Awareness Project is the only 
county-sponsored Alzheimer’s 
awareness program in the United 
States, according to the Alzheimer’s 
Association and the Alzheimer’s 
Foundation. 

Gathering Place Brain Camps are 
six-week classes that meet once 
each week for two hours. Volunteer 
instructors train adult students in 
methods to reduce their risk of 
symptoms of Alzheimer’s disease. It 
is the only free comprehensive train-
ing to increase cognitive reserve in 
the United States.

The Gathering Place is an all-
volunteer group of ministries started 
seven years ago at Most Holy Trinity 
Catholic Church with nine volun-
teers and six Alzheimer’s patients. 
There are now more than 250 vol-
unteers who work in respite socials 
and another 148 people volunteer-
ing in education activities. There 
is no paid staff. Since December, 
2007, they have provided respite, 
referral and support to more than 
300 families in southern Brazoria 
County.                                            
    All Gathering Places, Alzheimer’s 
Support Groups, Alzheimer’s Aware-
ness events, and Brain Camps are 

free. Because of the work of more 
than 400 people volunteering their 
time, Brazoria County citizens have 
access to more up-to-the minute 
information about the preven-
tion, diagnosis, and treatment of 
Alzheimer’s disease than in any 
other county in the United States.

“Please plan to come to the Brain 
Health Fair and Benefit Sat., Sept. 
13,” Eva King, Gathering Place 
Coordinator said.  “This is our only 
fundraiser for the year, and our only 
source of income besides occa-
sional donations and memorials.” 

Advance lunch tickets are available 
at all Texas Gulf Banks.

“We guarantee that you will have 
fun, that you will learn something 
new, and that we will be there for 
you and your family if you need us,” 
Ms. King said.

Brazoria County providesThe 
Gathering Place an office in the 
East County Building at 1524 E. 
Mulberry in Angleton. The phone 
number is  (979) 864-1925 or (979) 
849-5051. Donations may be mailed 
to The Gathering Place, P.O. Box 
2050, Angleton, Texas, 77516. 

(Continued from Page 1)

Brain Health Fair and benefit will fund Gathering Place activities for Alzheimer’s patients, families      

Texas National Guard troops use border food banks
By Jeremy Schwartz
Austin American-Statesman (MCT)

AUSTIN, Texas — Texas National 
Guard troops deployed to the border 
as part of Gov. Rick Perry’s emer-
gency security plan have sought 
emergency assistance from food 
banks in the Rio Grande Valley, 
officials said Friday.

According to the National Guard, 
an unknown number of deployed sol-
diers have asked for help and were 
directed to local resources, including 
food banks.

KGBT, a Rio Grande Valley 
television station, reported Thursday 
that Food Bank RGV was told that 

50 troops in the Valley don’t have 
money for food and gas because 
they haven’t been paid since deploy-
ing earlier this month and aren’t 
scheduled to receive a paycheck 
until September.

National Guard officials did not 
immediately respond to requests for 
comment about troops’ pay sched-
ule.

“Active duty soldiers being forced 
to turn to charities to get a meal is 
heartbreaking,” state Rep. Rene 
Oliveira, D-Brownsville, said in a 
statement. “These brave men and 
women have apparently been sent 
on a mission without accommodating 

for their most basic needs. We need 
to find immediate solutions for these 
hungry soldiers.”

Texas National Guard officials said 
that all deployed service members 
are “furnished with lodging, meals 
(and) transportation” and “receive 
pay, allowance for housing, and 
per diem for meals on the normal 
state payroll.” The Guard added in 
a statement that two “previously 
unemployed service members” were 
among those requesting support.

Oliveira said the problem arose 
because the National Guard reim-
burses soldiers troops after they 
submit receipts for their meals.
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Study: Low-carb diet beats low-fat for weight loss and heart health
By Lauren Raab
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

Good news for people who like oil 
more than bread: People on a low-
carbohydrate diet lowered certain 
risk factors for cardiovascular dis-
ease and lost nearly three times as 
much weight as those on a low-fat 
diet, a new study found.

“This isn’t a license to hit the 
butter and meat fats,” cautioned Dr. 
Lydia Bazzano, a professor at the 
Tulane University School of Public 
Health and Tropical Medicine and 
one of the study’s lead authors. 
“But even very high-fat diets can be 
healthy.”

The year-long study, published 
this week in the Annals of Internal 
Medicine, found that total and “bad” 
(LDL) cholesterol levels — consid-
ered a primary risk factor for heart 
disease — went down equally for 
both groups, but “good cholesterol 

(HDL) went up quite a bit more on 
the low-carb diet than it did on the 
low-fat diet,” Bazzano said.

At the end of the study period, 
participants in the low-carb group 
had lost nearly 12 pounds on aver-
age. Those in the low-fat group had 
lost 4 pounds on average.  

The people in the low-carb group 
were told to have less than 40 grams 
of digestible carbohydrate per day, 
and those in the low-fat group were 
told to get less than 30 percent of 
their daily calories from fat (less than 
7 percent from saturated fat) and 55 
percent from carbohydrate.

Neither group got a limit for total 
caloric intake, and participants were 
told to keep getting as much or as 
little physical activity as was normal 
for them.

All participants got counseling 
sessions that Bazzano said covered 
topics such as planning meals, por-

tion size, what to do at restaurants 
and how to read nutrition labels. It’s 
unclear whether people who have 
similar diets but don’t get such coun-
seling would have similar results, the 
study noted.

Bazzano said participants were 
also educated about different kinds 
of fats. Monounsaturated fats 
(such as canola and olive oils) and 
polyunsaturated fats (found in foods 
such as nuts and fish) were “recom-
mended,” she said. Saturated fats 
— generally speaking, those that are 
solid at room temperature — were 
“not recommended.”

The study isn’t the last word on 
what kind of diet is best. An analysis 
published Tuesday in the Journal 
of the American Medical Associa-
tion looking at 48 studies involving 
overweight or obese participants 
found significant weight loss with any 
low-carbohydrate or low-fat diet.

Breast cancer survival rates are 
no better after double mastectomy
By Mackenzie Carpenter
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette MCT)

PITTSBURGH — More and more 
women are taking the drastic option 
of removing both breasts after a 
diagnosis of cancer in just one 
breast, but a new study says that 
won’t make a difference in survival 
rates.

According to the study, released 
Tuesday by the Stanford University 
School of Medicine and the Cancer 
Prevention Institute of California 
and published in the Journal of 
the American Medical Association, 
women who chose a double mas-
tectomy had similar survival rates 
compared with those who under-
went the more targeted procedure 
of lumpectomy. That’s when just 
the malignant tumor is removed, 
followed by radiation.

Ten-year survival rates were 
roughly the same — about 82 
percent — for women who had 
lumpectomies plus radiation and for 
women who had double mastecto-
mies. Women who had a unilateral 

mastectomy had slightly lower 
survival rates.

The researchers found that most 
women choosing double mas-
tectomies are white, have private 
insurance and receive treatment at 
a National Cancer Institute-desig-
nated cancer center. In 2011 alone, 
33 percent of women with cancer 
in one breast under age 40 opted 
to remove both breasts, compared 
with 3.6 percent in 1998.

The study confirms what medical 
professionals have suspected, said 
Dr. Kathleen Erb, a breast cancer 
surgeon at Allegheny General Hos-
pital. “It tells us what we felt was 
true: There is no survival benefit 
to removing an unaffected breast, 
except in special cases.”

Those special cases would 
include women who test positive 
for the so-called BRCA1 or BRCA2 
genes or other mutations. A genetic 
predisposition may mean that a 
double mastectomy can lower risk 
significantly, even if cancer hasn’t 
been diagnosed yet.
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History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Sept. 8: ON THIS DATE in 1565, the first permanent settlement in what 
is now the United States was established by the Spanish at St. Augustine, 
Fla. In 1930, the comic strip “Blondie” first appeared. In 1966, “Star Trek” 
debuted on NBC-TV.

Sept. 9: ON THIS DATE in 1776, the Continental Congress renamed 
the United Colonies the United States. In 1943, Italy surrendered to the 
Allies in World War II.

Sept. 10: ON THIS DATE in 1953, Swanson sold its first “TV dinners.” 
In 1963, 20 black students entered Alabama public schools after a standoff 
ended between federal authorities and segregationist Gov. George C. 
Wallace.

Sept. 11: ON THIS DATE in 1973, Chilean President Salvador Allende 
was killed in a military coup. In 2001, four airliners hijacked by Muslim ter-
rorists crashed into both World Trade Center buildings, the Pentagon and 
a field in Pennsylvania, killing about 2,800 people.

Sept. 12: ON THIS DATE in 1928, Katharine Hepburn made her New 
York stage debut in “Night Hostess.” In 1944, U.S. Army troops entered 
Germany for the first time in World War II, near Trier.

Sept. 13: ON THIS DATE in 1788, the U.S. Congress of the Confed-
eration authorized the first national election and declared New York the 
nation’s temporary capital. In 1993, at the White House, Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin and PLO chairman Yasser Arafat signed an accord 
granting limited Palestinian autonomy.

Sept. 14: ON THIS DATE in 1814, Francis Scott Key wrote “The 
Star-Spangled Banner” after witnessing the British bombardment of Fort 
McHenry, Md., during the War of 1812. In 1901, President McKinley died 
of gunshot wounds inflicted by an anarchist in Buffalo, N.Y.; Vice President 
Theodore Roosevelt then assumed office as the youngest president in 
U.S. history.

Answer to last week’s question: This week in 1985, Pete Rose of the 
Cincinnati Reds broke Ty Cobb’s record for the most Major League career 
hits when he stroked number 4,192.

This week’s question: In 1908, William C. Durant founded what auto-
mobile manufacturing company?

Who needs air conditioning when you have wobbling window fan and childhood memories?
By Tom Purcell
Special to The Bulletin

Even on the hottest nights of the 
summer, my father knew how to 
make our house ice cold. 

We lived in a modest two-story 
home typical of the ‘60s and ‘70s 
- red brick on the bottom, white 
aluminum siding on the top. There 
were four bedrooms upstairs and 
a master bedroom downstairs (my 
parent’s room, which we added onto 
the back of our house in 1972).

Only one house in our neighbor-
hood had air conditioning back then. 
It was locked up tighter than Fort 
Knox. 

Most houses were wide open all 
summer. This allowed the outside 
sounds to come in and the inside 
sounds to go out.

I woke every morning to the 
sound of birds chirping, a dewy chill 
in the air. I’d hear sausage sizzling 
in a neighbor’s kitchen. A screen 
door slamming, a car starting, a 
father lumbering off to work.

The afternoons were quiet - the 
older kids went on bike hikes or 
swimming at the community pool 
- but as evening arrived, the sounds 
came alive again. At dinner time, 
kids were called home through a 
variety of shouts, chants, bells and 

horns. Pork and chicken sizzled on 
grills. Families ate and talked on 
back porches. 

As darkness fell, a range of new 
sounds echoed throughout the 
neighborhood: a dog barking; a 
motorcycle downshifting on some 
faraway hill; Bob Prince and Nellie 
King broadcasting Pirates games on 

the radio; a baby crying; a couple 
squabbling. 

And window fans humming. 
My father was a master at driving 

the hot, stale air from our house. 
He installed an industrial fan in the 
attic that sucked the hot air upwards 
and pumped it through a roof vent. 
Then he put a window fan in the 
downstairs bedroom to pull cool air 
inside.

It took him years to perfect 
his method, but by closing some 
windows and doors and adjusting 
others to varying degrees of open-
ness, he tuned our house like a 
fine violin. He could drive down the 
temperature 15 degrees or more in 
a matter of minutes. 

I remember coming home on 
summer nights when I was in col-
lege. I’d open the front door and 
be greeted by a burst of cool air. 
Sometimes my father would be in 
the kitchen, leaning on the coun-
tertop with his elbows as he ate his 
favorite snack - peanut butter crack-
ers and ice-cold milk.

He’d hand me the peanut-butter-
smeared knife, and I’d smatter a 
couple of crackers. As we chomped 
away, we’d mumble through a 
conversation about college or the 
Pirates or a variety of other conver-
sations sons had with their dads in 
the kitchen such nights.

Other times, my father and 

mother would be lying in bed in 
the back room, the lights off, the 
television light flickering as Johnny 
Carson delivered his monologue, 
the window fan humming. We’d 
chat for a spell before I headed up 
to bed.

I went to the hardware store to 
buy a window fan recently. I put it 
in my bedroom window and have 
been trying different adjustments to 
maximize the coolness in my place. 
Its sound transports me to a time 
and a place that I’ve been longing 
for lately.

It reminds me of the constant 
presence of my father, who spent 
years tweaking and perfecting the 
world to make things better for his 
kids. He was an old-school dad. He 
lacked skill at articulating his love, 
so he dedicated himself to showing 
it.

I know now how profound his 
presence was. It established order 
where chaos and emptiness would 
have been. It permeated every nook 
and cranny of our home and our 
lives. It is in me still - it guides me 
still.

That’s why I shut off the air condi-
tioning most summer nights and run 
the window fan instead. Its wobbling 
hum fills me with peacefulness and 
calm - and reminds me how blessed 
I was to have such a dad.
©2014 Tom Purcell.

China limits options 
for Hong Kong vote

By Stuart Leavenworth
McClatchy Foreign Staff (MCT)

BEIJING — China’s top leg-
islative body recently struck a 
blow to democracy advocates in 
Hong Kong, ruling that Beijing 
can effectively veto candidates it 
deems undesirable from seeking 
the region’s top leadership job in a 
2017 election.

The decision, while hardly unex-
pected, makes it virtually certain 
that Hong Kong will soon have 
large-scale protests and acts of 
civil disobedience that will disrupt 
one of China’s crucial hubs for 
trade and banking.

“The democrats will simply have 
to go to the streets now,” said 
Michael Davis, a law professor at 
the University of Hong Kong.

Beijing’s leaders, he said are 
“offering the kind of democracy 
where they get to vet the candi-
dates, and that is unacceptable to 
a lot of people here.”

Since it was reunited with China 
in 1997, Hong Kong has enjoyed 
a semi-autonomous status, with 
freedoms of assembly and speech 
that residents on the mainland can 
only dream about. 

At issue is Beijing’s interpretation 
of Hong Kong’s “Basic Law,” a type 
of constitution that resulted from 
Great Britain’s decision to return 
the territory to China in 1984.

The basic law includes lan-
guage granting Hong Kong a “high 
degree” of autonomy, including the 
ability of residents to elect their 
chief executive in 2017.
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

With God’s help you can build a brighter future
My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Q: I’m scared of getting older, because I divorced my wife many 
years ago, and I’m not on good terms with my children, and all I can 
see in front of me is loneliness and hopelessness. I wish I could go 
back and change the decisions I made, but it’s too late. Maybe some-
one can learn from my mistakes. - L.K. 

A: It’s a hard lesson to learn (and some people never do learn it, I’m 
afraid), but you can’t change the past. What’s done (either for good or for 
bad) can never be erased, and the consequences will remain with us the 
rest of our lives. Perhaps your letter will help someone avoid going down 
the path you once chose.

But you can change the future, with God’s help. And He wants to help 
you, because He loves you and cares what happens to you. So far in life, 
you haven’t paid much attention to Him, but why should that be true in the 
future? Instead, put your feet on a new path by asking Christ to come into 
your life, to forgive the past and help you in the future.

How will God help you? I can’t promise you’ll be able to overcome all 
the hurts your children feel. But you can reach out to them, telling them 
(perhaps in a letter) that you’re sorry for what happened, and you have 
now given your life to Jesus.

In addition, Christ will give you hope as you grow older. You’ll know 
He is always with you, and most of all, you’ll know that someday you will 
go to be with Him in heaven. Because of Christ’s death and resurrection 
we have “the hope of eternal life, which God, who does not lie, promised 
before the beginning of time” (Titus 1:2).

By Christine Mai-Duc
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

The ALS Association has 
announced it is withdrawing two 
trademark applications it submit-
ted for the phrases “Ice Bucket 
Challenge,” and “ALS Ice Bucket 
Challenge” after getting flak for its 
attempt.

In a statement on its Facebook 
page, the organization said it 
had received “several messages” 
regarding the trademark applica-

After criticism, ALS Association drops its bid to trademark ‘Ice Bucket Challenge’
tions, and said the move was made 
“in good faith” in order to protect the 
campaign from “misuse.”

“However, we understand the 
public’s concern and are withdraw-
ing the trademark applications,” the 
statement read. “We appreciate the 
generosity and enthusiasm of every-
one who has taken the challenge 
and donated to ALS charities.”

The applications included screen-
shots of the organization’s website, 
demonstrating “prominent refer-

ence” to the Ice Bucket Challenge 
term.

The challenge has become a 
viral campaign in which participants 
douse themselves (or their friends) 
in buckets of ice water on video and 
post them to social media, chal-
lenging others to do the same or 
donate money to research for ALS, 
or amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, a 
degenerative condition also known 
as Lou Gehrig’s disease.

The campaign has brought a 
huge windfall to the charity: Officials 
announced fundraising had topped 
$100 million as of Friday.

Washington, D.C.-based trade-
mark attorney Erik Pelton drew 
attention to the applications in a 
blog post Wednesday, saying he 
didn’t feel the trademark claims 
were appropriate.

Reached by phone, Pelton said 
he thought the organization’s claim 
to the phrase was “questionable at 
best, legally” since it has not been 
clear that the ALS Association was 

the first charity to use the phrase.
Pelton, who also took the Ice 

Bucket Challenge in a video posted 
to his website, said he supports 
the cause and fundraising for ALS 
research. But he was surprised to 
see that the group had applied for 

the rights to the trademark.
“I thought that it was in bad 

taste,” he said. “Trying to take 
that phrase from the public and 
potentially stopping others from 
using it would be a disservice to 
everybody.”

If you like the Bulletin, let your 
friends know about us. Pick up an 
extra copy, or visit our website at  
mybulletinnewspaper.com. Please 
let advertisers in this paper know 
that you saw their ads, and always 
shop locally first.
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Why is defensive 
driving a good deal?

So, you got a ticket. Now what?
Should you pay it, or should you 

take a defensive driving course?
While you may not like the idea of 

sitting in a defensive driving class for 
six hours, the reality is that defensive 
driving is the cheapest way to get rid 
of a traffic violation ticket.

Plus, by taking defensive driving, 
you also will earn a certificate that 
will decrease the liability portion of 
your car insurance by 10 percent for 
the next three years. Plus, there will 
not be any points attached to your 
license.

A defensive driving class like 
Stand-Up Defensive Driving at 
Brazos Mall in Lake Jackson, or at 
TGI Friday’s in Sugarland, makes you 
a better, more careful and consider-
ate driver. By keeping your attention 
through comedy and integrating 
entertainment into the curriculum, you 
are subjected to a continuing educa-
tion driving course that refreshes the 
rules of the road.

You’ll even learn about how laws 
of physics control what happens to 
you in a car crash, and how you can 
use these laws to avoid the crash 
altogether.

If you become a safer driver, 
chances are that you will be able to 
steer around accidents or stop your 
car safely before crashing. If you can 
do that by following a few defensive 
driving pointers, you will not file an 
insurance claim because you will not 
crash your car.

Saving 10 percent on insurance for 
the next three years is your reward 
for choosing defensive driving rather 
than paying the ticket. Once you 
complete the course and receive your 
certifi- cate, the ticket does not count. 
You also will not be allotted 2 points 
on your license for a moving violation 
or 3 points for a crash.

By law, you can take defensive 
driving once every 12 months to 
dismiss a ticket. However, once you 
complete a Stand-Up Defensive 
driving course, we hope that we 
won’t see you for another three 
years, when renewing your insurance 
discount certificate.

Call (979) 299-1000 for the Lake 
Jackson school inside Brazos Mall. 
Scheduled classes are Tues/Wed 6-9 
p.m. Sat. 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

Established in 1998
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Sam Raymond looks up to see the name of the pupy she is looking at 
through the glass, at PetsPlus in Jenkintown, Pa. Jada, a terrier mix, 
looks back at her. PetsPlus plans to convert all 10 of their area stores in 
Pa. and N.J. from using puppies purchased from dog brokers to getting 
puppies from rescue sites. (Michael Bryant/Philadelphia Inquirer/MCT)

Why some pet stores are switching to rescue dogs rather than buying from puppy mills
By Mari A. Schaefer
The Philadelphia Inquirer (MCT)

On Christmas, while his 3-year-
old daughter opened her presents, 
pet-shop owner Michael Gill was in 
his bathroom cradling an English 
bulldog mix puppy suffering from a 
lethal canine virus.

The dog had contracted parvo, 
a deadly and highly contagious 
intestinal disease. Six puppies 
in his store that died, along with 

seven that became sick, were 
delivered by a Missouri-based dog 
distributor, he said.

“It was the single worst experi-
ence I’ve had with animals in 20 
years,” said Gill, the owner of a pet 
store in suburban Philadelphia.

In February, Gill decided to stop 
buying dogs from commercial 
breeders and opted for rescue 
dogs from shelters, a trend the 
Humane Society of the United 

States said was catching on.
The Missouri distributor says 

industry critics are uninformed.
Commercial pet stores often buy 

puppies from dog brokers or dis-
tributors, the middlemen between 
breeders and the retailers. Animal 
advocates say some of those 
breeders are puppy mills that raise 
the dogs in poor conditions.

The ASPCA estimates that there 
are about 10,000 puppy mills in 

the country. Of those, 20 percent 
to 30 percent are U.S. Department 
of Agriculture-licensed breeders 
licensed to sell to stores.

“It’s been a bumpy ride,” said 
Gill of the change in his business 
model, which also has required 
renovations at his stores to 
accommodate the more mature 
and larger rescue dogs. “It’s much 
more rewarding. We don’t feel 
comfortable selling (brokered) 
puppies.”

Gill’s two locations are not the 
only area pet stores to make the 
change.

The owners of the 10 area 
PetsPlus stores, Mark Arcadia 
and Bruce Smith, made a similar 
decision. Two of their locations are 
adopting rescue dogs. The other 
eight expect to convert by the end 
of the year.

“It is definitely a trend,” said 
Kathleen Summers, the humane 
society’s director of outreach and 
research.

Two factors driving the change 
are consumer concerns over 
puppy mills and complaints about 
sick dogs purchased from pet 
stores, Summers said.

New local regulations are also 
pushing the conversion.

Citing concerns about puppy 
mills, governments in more than 

50 places across the county have 
passed ordinances that ban the 
sale of commercially raised pup-
pies in pet stores, Summers said.

The list includes Albuquerque, 
N.M.; Austin, Texas; Chicago; El 
Paso, Texas; Toledo, Ohio; San 
Diego; Los Angeles; the state of 
Florida; and numerous communi-
ties in New Jersey.

Michael Stokley, director of 
corporate sales for Hunte Corp. in 
Goodman, Mo., one of the largest 
distributors of commercial puppies 
in North America, said lawmakers 
were uninformed on the issue. He 
said allegations against commer-
cial distribution of puppies were 
driven by activists with an agenda.

“We have a totally regulated 
industry top to bottom,” he said. 
“Yet arbitrarily, people are shutting 
down taxpaying, regulated busi-
nesses within their community.”

Gill’s business, We Love Pets, 
and PetsPlus, alleged that they 
purchased sick puppies from 
Hunte. Stokley said that he was 
familiar with Gill’s complaints, 
but that the store’s “records did 
not support his allegations.” The 
company meets all federal, state, 
and local regulations, he said. The 
USDA inspection reports from 2011 
to January 2014 showed Hunte to 
be in compliance.
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Spiders get bigger 
when they live in 

the city, study finds
By Amina Khan
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

City living can really have its perks — if you’re 
a spider. Golden orb-weaving spiders that lived 
in urban areas were bigger and more successful 
than their country-dwelling counterparts, according 
to a team of Australian scientists.

The findings, published in PLOS One, detail 
the complexity of urbanization on animals that 
manage to survive, even thrive, in a man-made 
environment.

“Urbanization modifies landscapes at multiple 
scales, impacting the local climate and changing 
the extent and quality of natural habitats,” the 
study authors wrote. Usually it degrades those 
habitats, and species struggle to survive, but 
some, like pigeons and raccoons, become “urban 
exploiters,” readily adapting to the new environ-
ment.

But birds and rodents are relatively large, 
mobile creatures, and the University of Sydney 
researchers wanted to see how the urbanization 
effect played out on small as well as large scales. 
They focused on Nephila plumipes, known as 
the golden orb-weaving spider, because these 
eight-legged critters like to settle down once they 
mature: They spin beautiful semi-permanent 
webs and then hang out there for the rest of their 
lives, which makes it easier to measure how the 
environment affects them.

The researchers collected 222 female spiders 
from different sites around Sydney and measured 
each site’s level of urbanization, based on quali-
ties such as leaf-litter cover, grass coverage and 
amount of hard surfaces like concrete. They mea-
sured the web-spinners’ body size, fat reserves 
and ovary weight (to evaluate their reproductive 
capacity).

Sure enough, the more urban the area, the 
bigger, fatter and more potentially fecund the 
spiders were. The researchers think this is in 
part because spiders tend to do better in warmer 
environments, and cities are “urban heat islands”: 
Concrete and buildings tend to absorb heat rather 
than dissipate it the way moist earth and vegeta-
tion do.

It’s also possible that tasty insect meals tend 
to cluster near city lights, making them easier to 
catch, or that there tends to be a higher density in 
the boundaries between the fragmented patches 
of urban and wild lands.

Oddly enough, the spiders seemed to prefer 
luxurious living: Ovary weight also increased in 
areas with higher socioeconomic status.

“The increased expenditure and management of 
parks in wealthy suburbs could result in healthier 
vegetation patches,” the researchers wrote, “which 
would increase prey abundance and allow spiders 
to grow larger and build up fat reserves.”
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BASF donates $25,000 to Freeport Historical Museum for expansion project

BASF Corporation in Freeport recently donated 
$25,000 to the Freeport Historical Museum’s expan-
sion project. 

The contribution will help the museum add 4,000 
square feet of exhibit space as well as a ’cyber café‘ 
where children and adults will be able to access 
technology, conduct research and more. The museum 
plans to offer additional historic, youth and educational 
opportunities and work with the local school districts to 
support classroom instruction. 

“This donation underscores BASF’s commitment to 
our community by investing in our future and helping 
sustain our past,” said Jeff Pynes, Freeport City man-

ager. “BASF has and continues to be a great partner 
with the communities in the Brazosport area. We are 
grateful for the company’s contribution to help renovate 
and expand the Freeport Museum. To reciprocate this 
honor, the Freeport Historical Museum is proud to 
name our cyber café as the ‘BASF Café’.” 

“Education, the arts and history are all vital to a 
growing community,” said Chris Witte, Senior Vice 
President and General Manager of the BASF site in 
Freeport. “Our gift to the museum helps ensure that 
our community, our employees and their families will be 
able to continue to learn and thrive in southern Brazoria 
County.” 

Pictured from left are Gilbert Arispe, Assistant City Manager of the City of Freeport; Jeff Pynes, Freeport City 
Manager; Chris Witte, Senior Vice President and General Manager of the BASF Site in Freeport; Norma Garcia, 
Mayor of Freeport; Nancy Wollam, Freeport Historical Museum project team; and Sharon Rogers, Freeport 
Historical Museum project team.

Brazosport College offering free 
evening childcare for students
Brazosport College is providing 

a free childcare option for parents 
attending night classes.

The Bill & Julia May Children’s 
Center on the Brazosport College 
campus has started an evening 
childcare pilot program that will be 
covered by financial aid stipends. 
The only financial requirement is a 
$100 refundable deposit.

Fifteen spots are available each 
night, Monday through Thursday, 
from 5:30 to 9:30 p.m. The pro-
gram is for children ages 3 to 6.

Childcare begins on Aug. 25 and 

will conclude Dec. 11.
In order to qualify for the 

childcare program, students must 
be enrolled in a minimum of three 
credit hours and have a 2.0 GPA. 
Students also must complete 
a FAFSA, and no drop-ins are 
allowed.

Children must have completed 
all registration requirements for 
enrollment at the center.

For more information, contact 
the Bill & Julia May Children’s 
Center at (979) 230-3463.

Vietnam Traveling Wall will be in Lake Jackson last week in October
The Vietnam traveling Wall will 

be displayed in Lake Jackson 
starting Oct. 22.

The Stars on the Brazos Krewe, 
with their 501c3 non-profit status, 
have joined to help make this 
happen.

 Any monies over the cost of 
sponsoring the Wall will be divided 
as a gift to the groups that helped 
in its display and security.

The Wall is scheduled to arrive 
in Pearland on Oct. 22 for escort to 
MacLean Park in Lake Jackson.

The Wall will be set up on Oct. 
23 and disassembled on Oct. 27 
for transportation to its next loca-
tion.  

The frame and walkway will be 

constructed on Oct. 18 and 19, 
with the help of volunteers.

The Wall will be open to the 
public on Oct. 24, with opening 
ceremonies on Saturday Oct. 25. 
The closing ceremonies  will be 
Oct. 26.

On Friday, Oct. 24, the group  

hopes to get students from local 
school districts to come for a visit.

This will be an event mainly to 
help those who served in that war.

The VA, AL, and VFW will also 
be on hand for security.

Donors’ names will be displayed 
in the headquarters tent.
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When airlines wage fare warfare, consumers win, so plan get-away now and save
By Tom Parsons
The Dallas Morning News (MCT)

As the end of summer 
approaches, we have been seeing 
a big battle between airlines like 
American, Delta, United and even 
US Airways, which is part of the new 
American Airlines. This is great for 
the consumer, because we’ve seen 
some amazing deals in the past 
couple of weeks.

United has offered some very 
low fares out of Dallas. Sometimes 
American has matched these, but in 
many cases, American will retali-
ate by cutting fares in United’s hub 
cities, like Houston.

This past week we saw a winter 
sale from United from Dallas to St. 
Lucia, Punta Cana, Grand Cayman, 
Antigua and Montego Bay with fares 
that were $400 to $700 cheaper 

than regular fares. American retali-
ated with similar fares out of Hous-
ton, and United pulled its Dallas 
fares. So, if you missed the Dallas 
sale, you would want those Houston 
sale fares.

If you see flights to five Carib-
bean Islands on sale for $249 out of 
Houston, grab the fares while you 
see them because you may not see 
those fares out of Dallas. Driving to 
Houston can be worth it.

We also saw fares from Dallas 
to Liberia, Costa Rica, for $379 
round trip from United through May 
2015, while American was charging 
over $900. I prefer Liberia to San 
Jose, because Liberia is close to 
the Pacific Coast, while San Jose is 

several hours from the beach.
We are also seeing plenty of 

domestic deals, like a recent sale 
from Virgin America offering $199 
round-trip nonstop flights from 
Dallas to Washington, D.C. By 
comparison, it has been hard to find 
nonstop flights for less than $400 
this summer from D/FW to Wash-
ington. We also saw a short sale on 
United from Dallas to Miami for only 
$135 round trip.

The travel dates on these sales 
vary, with some valid through 
December, but the majority are 
good through May 15, 2015. As long 
as American and United continue 
to fight, look at both Dallas and 
Houston airports and keep an open 

mind about destinations. If you are 
looking at Aruba, but you see $249 
fares to Antigua, you could save a 
bundle on fares and still get a nice 
Caribbean vacation.

Retaliation fares are usually 
offered to and from hub cities. When 
American goes after United, it offers 
sales to and from Houston, Newark, 
Cleveland, Washington, Denver 
and San Francisco. When United 
attacks American, it offers sales 
from Dallas, Phoenix, Charlotte, St. 
Louis, Philadelphia and Miami.

We typically don’t see Chicago 
sales because it is a hub for both 
American and United. Don’t over-
look Delta and US Airways because 
they, too, offer sneak attacks.

Cruise lines changing ways to attract millennials
By Hannah Sampson
The Miami Herald (MCT)

Wielding craft beer and cocktails, 
speedy Wi-Fi and apps, celebrity 
chefs and Broadway shows, cruise 
lines are increasing their efforts 
to appeal to discriminating young 
adults, part of the millennial genera-
tion that accounts for an estimated 
$1.3 trillion in annual spending.

“Millennials love to travel; they 
love to show off their travel on social 
media,” said Debbie Fiorino, senior 
vice president of Fort Lauderdale, 
Fla.-based travel agent networks 
CruiseOne and Cruises Inc. “We 
have a great opportunity to get them 
as first-time cruisers, and we believe 
they will become lifetime cruisers.”

Earlier this year, the Cruise Lines 
International Association identified 
the growth of millennial passengers 
as a top trend for 2014. The trade 
group’s most recent market profile 
study, released in 2011, showed that 
the average age of a cruise passen-
ger was 50 and only 7 percent were 
between 25 and 29.

While the cruise industry has long 
been moving away from its history 
as a grandparents’ getaway with 
assigned dinner seating at set times 
and limited entertainment, operators 
are finding even more ways to diver-
sify options in entertainment, food, 
drinks, activities and itineraries.

“Cruising is adapting to this 
generation by adding features that 
will appeal to a lot of people — but 
are must-haves if you want to get 
a millennial on a cruise ship,” said 

Carolyn Spencer Brown, editor in 
chief of the website CruiseCritic.com.

There is no consensus yet on 
where the millennial generation 
starts and stops, but most definitions 
include at least the 18-34 age range; 
the number of millennials is believed 
to be between 80 million to 95 mil-
lion. The group is known to be tech-
savvy, global in world view, careful 
about spending and hungry for new 
experiences, according to experts.

“Affordable adventures are a 
huge theme for millennials,” said 
Jeff Fromm, president of millennial-
focused consultancy FutureCast 
and author of the book “Marketing 
to Millennials.” He said the group 
has a greater desire than any other 
generation to visit every state and 
continent, values experiences over 
status brands — and must be able to 
share those adventures quickly with 
their social networks.

That makes them ideal targets for 
cruise lines, which promote value, 
the ability to visit multiple destina-
tions and diversity in options that 
can let young workers without much 
vacation time steal away for a quick 
weekend trip.

Lucy Garcia, a 30-year-old travel 
agent in Hialeah, Fla., who owns a 
Cruise Planners franchise with her 
sister, finds that she sells a lot of 
weekend cruises to fellow millennials 
— and goes on many herself. The 
length is a good option for first-
timers, she said, as well as those on 
a budget.

“It’s a gateway to cruising,” she 

said.
While lines with mass appeal such 

as Carnival Cruise Lines, Royal 
Caribbean International and Norwe-
gian Cruise Line have historically 
offered three- and four-day jaunts, 
more brands have been introducing 
shorter voyages. Princess Cruises 
now has sailings three to five days 
long from Los Angeles and Fort 
Lauderdale, and Celebrity Cruises 
has found success with weeklong 
European itineraries.

Companies have also started 
adding more overnight visits to allow 
guests to get a fuller experience in 
port. Celebrity, a “modern luxury” 
brand owned by Royal Caribbean 
Cruises, has planned itineraries 
around events such as the Cannes 
Film Festival.

“Those additions to our itineraries 
are very much in tune with how this 
segment is looking for kind of cool 
experiences that give them stuff 
to talk about,” said Lisa Kauffman, 
Celebrity’s vice president of market-
ing.

Just this year, Doral, Fla.-based 
Carnival Cruise Lines — which said 
40 percent of adult passengers are 
millennials — started its Carnival 
Live concert series featuring acts 
such as Daughtry, Jennifer Hudson 
and Lady Antebellum.

Stephanie Evans-Greene, 
Carnival’s vice president of brand 
communications and planning, 
said the introduction of a Dr. Seuss 
program has resonated with young 
parents.
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Look for us on 
Facebook

See who is waiting for you at SPCA-BC

Come by the SPCA-BC Shelter at 141 Canna Ln., Lake Jackson, or we 
are at Brazos Mall, Petco and Petsmart every Saturday, to  visit with these 
pets and many of their friends. Kennel sponsorships are now available 
for large or small kennels. Why not have your company or family recog-
nized with a plaque to show you care? Call (979) 285-2340, ext. 100, or visit 
www.spcabc.org for details. Help control the pet population. Have your pet 
spayed or neutered. Come by the  SPCA-BC, and fill out an application today.

said something very bad to my girl-
friend, and she pushed me and my 
dirty mouth over the balcony.”

That would be embarrassing, but 
people understand. You’re not trying 
to cover up whatever stupid thing 
happened that led to the injury.

“I got into a fight with my girl-
friend. She pulled a big gun out, and 
I ran for my life, leaping from the 

balcony.”
See, that wasn’t so bad. People 

understand when a guy runs from a 
woman holding a loaded, large-cali-
ber gun. The natural thing to do in 
this case is to leap to safety, off the 
balcony.

Whatever happened or didn’t 
happen, Josh cannot come out with 
the truth now and expect people 
to believe it. They are going to 
think that the truth is just another 
lie to cover something that is even 
more embarrassing than what was 
confessed.

But Josh is still in college. It’s not 
too late to learn how to lie profes-
sionally by taking a political science 
class.  

Some politicians get shot down 
when telling a lie, but most of 
them get away with it, and the lie 
becomes the truth.

I’m not talking about Garry Hart, 
the Democratic presidential candi-
date who challenged the press to 
catch him about a lie regarding his 
affair.

That was a dumb thing to do. Of 
course, the press is going to catch 

him after such a challenge. He 
should have paid closer attention in 
Political Science 101.

The press ate that guy alive, as it 
does other politicians who have not 
learned the science of lying.

President Nixon didn’t fare too 
well, either. President Clinton got 
a little sidetracked with all the lies 
about a sexual encounter inside the 
White House with an intern.

So, if you’re going to take one 
of these classes, Josh, pay closer 
attention than those I have just 
mentioned. 

And definitely don’t listen to Putin. 
He is one of the worst untruth tellers 
in history. I didn’t want to use the 
word liar anymore.

According to the Internet 
machine, one of the most impor-
tant rules of lying well is to keep it 
plausible.

It’s also important to be able to 
create a situation that cannot be 
debunked by the press with just one 
phone call to Josh’s little nephew.

Really, Josh? Jumped off a bal-
cony to save the kid? You’ll have to 
do better than that.

Lying about jumping off balcony is not very plausible
(Continued from Page 1)

By Peter Frost,
Chicago Tribune (MCT)

The nation’s No. 2 drugstore 
operator has finally kicked the habit.

CVS has announced that it has 
pulled all remaining cigarettes, 
cigars, smokeless tobacco and other 
tobacco products from each of its 
7,700 pharmacies nationwide.

In doing so, the company, long 
known as CVS Caremark Corp., 
announced plans to rebrand as CVS 
Health, a clear nod to the broader 
role it hopes to play in the health 
care market.

The move to go tobacco-free, 
coming a month earlier than 
planned, carries a substantial risk to 
CVS’ bottom line, but it also holds 
the potential for a long-term competi-
tive advantage over its peers, par-
ticularly Deerfield-based Walgreen 
Co., the nation’s largest pharmacy 
retailer.

“We believe this reflects our 
broader health care commitment,” 
said Larry Merlo, the company’s 
chief executive officer. “What this 
says about CVS is that we’re a phar-
macy innovation company that is at 
the forefront of a changing health 
care landscape, and it helps us to 
play a bigger role in health care.”

The company, the first major phar-
macy to undertake such a ban, first 
announced the plans in February.

CVS estimates that it will forgo 
about $1.5 billion in annual tobacco 
sales and an additional $500 million 
in associated purchases from people 
who visit pharmacies primarily to buy 
cigarettes or chewing tobacco.

But, Merlo said, getting out of 
tobacco clears up a “contradiction” 
and removes a “growing obstacle” 
for the company as it pushes deeper 
into health care.

CVS pulls last of 
tobacco items
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 Wedding reception fare
16 Hunter’s accessory
17 Fourth-generation relative
18 Wrong
19 1980s pop duo with an exclama-
tion point in their name
20 Stowe novel
21 Chanel competitor
22 Chihuahua chatter

25 Rent-__
28 Jolly Roger crewman
29 Desperate letters
32 Certain cohabitant
37 Anglican leader
38 Beethoven work completed the 
same year as the “Moonlight”
39 Cobb and others
40 Get up
41 Scrapes (out)

42 Moments
43 One may be zapped
46 Deuce follower
49 Cup part
50 One of Can.’s Maritime prov-
inces
53 Have a considerably negative 
effect on
58 Recipe datum
59 Fitness specialist

Down
1 Crones
2 “Dallas” actor Katz
3 Bootleggers’ foes
4 ‘70s Chinese leader
5 Huddle directive
6 In order
7 Cattle drive concern
8 Spherical meas.
9 Suffix with bass
10 Close
11 “Buffy” airer after The WB
12 Cancels
13 Penitent
14 Old Roman cry
15 Discard
21 Peak
22 Liberal
23 Takes in
24 Alloy prefix
25 Pro
26 Pharmacy figure
27 Not in order
28 Bygone pharmacy fixture
29 Preview opener?
30 Montevideo-to-Buenos Aires 
direcci-n
31 Sp. lasses
33 Tie, perhaps
34 Like doughnuts
35 “Not for me”
36 Pointed, in a way
42 Marsh bird
43 It may be inherited
44 Bounce
45 Appliance maker once owned by 
Raytheon
46 Intensifies, with “up”
47 Skinny
48 Robert of “The Sopranos”
49 Three-time LPGA Player of the 
Year Daniel
50 Nabokov novel
51 Edward’s adoptive mother in the 
“Twilight” series
52 Anatomical passage
54 A spray might be used for one
55 Uru. neighbor
56 Parlor work, briefly
57 “Lord, is __?”: Matthew
(c)2014 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
WOLF  WHALE  WEASEL  WALRUS  WARTHOG  WOODCHUCK
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: HAIRY  SINGE  FORGET  TREATY
Answer: What the actor looked forward to in the monster show -- STAGE “FRIGHT”

Bulletin  Horoscope
Tribune Content Agency

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Get 
in step. It might be that you perceive 
rewards as an entitlement rather 
than something to be earned. To be 
considered a leader, set a sterling 
example of industry rather than just 
trusting to luck this week.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
A teaspoon of sugar makes the 
medicine go down. Family dynam-
ics may require you to use a little 
discipline, but you can do it in a way 
that doesn’t offend anyone. This is 
a good week to be a kinder, more 
generous person.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Plow 
new ground by being positive. 
There’s room in your life and heart 
for generosity, tolerance and differ-
ent viewpoints. Look for the upside 
of every problem in the week ahead, 
as you start fresh.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): In 

the upcoming week, you may long 
for a change and the chance to 
experiment with a different public 
persona. If you pretend to be kind 
hearted, compassionate and wise, 
eventually others will begin to 
believe in you.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Forgive 
others and they’ll forgive you. As 
long as you’re straightforward and 
aboveboard, there won’t be any 
unexpected problems. You might 
receive more invitations than you 
can possibly accept in the week 
ahead.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
Accept a positive shift in priorities. 
Keeping the home fires burning and 
relationships harmonious may offer 
a rewarding incentive as this week 
unfolds. Don’t be bashful about shar-
ing enthusiasms with others.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Be 
considerate, kind and polite. This 
week, there may be demands on 
cash reserves when you least 
expect them. Maintain a cool head 
and remain generous and forgiving 
when people ask for more than their 
fair share.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): To 
dare is to do. You may be cautious 
about beginning anything that’s dif-

ferent or unusual in the week ahead, 
but if you overcome your hesitations 
you’ll be more productive. Don’t let 
fears hold you back.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Tradeoffs are like trading cards; 
what you consider worthless is 
another person’s treasure. You can 
give up something to get something 
you want, without taking unfair 
advantage, in the week to come.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Take ambitions off the back burner 
and make your move this week. 
Dealing with the wolf at the door 
may have distracted you from seeing 
the fairy godmother on standby 
merely waiting for an opportunity to 
help.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Focus on mutual aims, goals and 
values this week. Reduce discord 
by concentrating on the underlying 
unity behind distinctive differences. 
You and an adversary may find a 
common cause or commitment.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Life’s garden can give you much to 
be thankful for, so don’t be embar-
rassed to share in the harvest. Don’t 
be too proud or too shy to ask for 
help when you need it as this week 
unfolds.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers
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