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By Jeff Gelles
The Philadelphia Inquirer (TNS)

PHILADELPHIA — Somebody 
named Matthew J. Hartigan appar-
ently stiffed the city out of years of 
taxes on a property he owned in 
Philadelphia. Or maybe he didn’t. 
Truth is, it’s hard to say for sure.

Matthew J. Hartigan of Clearwa-
ter, Fla., wants everybody — or at 
least those with authority to clear his 
name — to acknowledge that he, at 
least, doesn’t owe the city a dime.

Not the $7,323 that one Philadel-
phia law firm demanded this spring 
in delinquent city and school district 
taxes dating from 1997. Not the 
$31,783 that same firm demanded 
in May 2012, wrapping in penalties, 
interest, costs, and attorneys’ fees. 
Not the $12,228 dating to 1986 that 
a different firm demanded a decade 
earlier. And certainly not the $98,293 
judgment a local bank demanded 
after pushing the property into 
foreclosure in 1998 — a judgment 
that Hartigan first discovered when it 
showed up on a credit report.

Hartigan doesn’t question whether 
somebody owes those debts. He 
wants to know why he’s been 
dogged for 17 years over debts that 
aren’t his.

How can he prove that? For one 
thing, he was 12 in March 1972 
when his namesake paid $2,500 
for the property in question — too 
young to sign a bill of sale.

Plus, he’s never lived in Philly or 
anywhere nearby.

Congress wants our taxes more complicated
Bloomberg View (TNS)
The following editorial appeared on 
Bloomberg View. 

“Simplify, simplify,” urged 
Thoreau. No friend of taxation, he 
might have been envisioning the 
modern Internal Revenue Code. 
At roughly 3.7 million words, it’s 
getting more complex by the day 
— and a few companies would like 
to make it even worse.

Consider a scheme Congress 
may soon take up for some 

individuals applying for the earned 
income tax credit, once a relatively 
straightforward process. If a report 
from the Senate Appropriations 
Committee is heeded, what was 
once a one-page form for claiming 
the credit could expand to four or 
five pages, padded out by pointless 
and bewildering new questions.

The likely result would be that 
those eligible would either forgo 
their credits or hire tax services for 
help. As it happens, H&R Block, the 

largest such service, helped write a 
report recommending the changes. 
Complexity has its advocates.

This plan is doubly wrongheaded.
Most obviously, it would further 

complicate a process that already 
costs more than $30 billion annu-
ally, wastes billions of hours of 
taxpayers’ valuable time, facilitates 
fraud and drives Americans — rich 
and poor — to the brink of madness 
every April.

(Continued on Page 4)

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

The classified ad caught my 
attention. It was placed by the Daily 
Tribune in Bay City, looking for a 
writer of sorts.

The ad took me back to 1979, 
when I applied at The Tribune for a 
writer’s job right 
out of college. 
Things were a 
little different 
back then, but 
judging from the 
ad, the more 
things change, 
the more they 
stay the same.

The paper advertised an opening 
for “a full-time general assignments 
reporter/photographer.” The “ideal 
reporter” would also have to do 
some sports coverage, schools, 
local governments, crime and 
community events. The candidate, 
if hired, can also “join the creative 
process.”

In other words, they need (or 
needed) someone who can do 
everything. They would prefer a jour-
nalism education or background. In 
other words, they want someone so 
badly that anyone who can write his 
or her way out of a paper bag will be 
considered.

The company offers a “competi-
tive benefits plan,” but there is no 
mention of salary. Because, it is very 
low. That was the same way when I 
applied there.

RAMBLINGS

The supernatural
pop
machine
Vintage sodas are 
dispensed by this 
beat-up machine, and 
nobody knows who is 
restocking it, or when. 
See story on Page 7.
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Drivers, Class-A
We’re Growing! 100% Employer 

PAID Group Health Insurance! 
Hazmat-Tank End a Plus$$! 
www.getmehomedispatcher.com. 
Call Tony:  855-582-4456

FREE SOCIALS
For people with stroke, 

Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s

979-849-5051

Wed., Sept. 9
10am - 2pm

First Presbyterian
 Alvin

I’M DRUNK!? YOU’RE DRUNK! A 19-year-old kid, pretending to be 
a Pennsylvania state trooper, set up a drunken-driving checkpoint at 4 
o’clock in the morning by setting off road flares on route 610 in Somerset, 
Pa., and parking his car diagonally across the road. Interestingly, he was 
drunk himself at the time.

AND YOU CALL YOURSELVES PUBIC SERVANTS! A 56-year old 
man went up to a sheriff’s deputy’s cruiser in Martin County, Fla., and 
demanded that he give him a ride home. He said that he had dialed 911 
and asked officers to give him a ride, but they refused. The deputy told 
him that the sheriff isn’t running a taxi service, and left. When the guy 
called 911 again, the deputy came back and gave him a ride to jail.

I THINK IT WAS SUPERMAN: A drunken woman, who struck a parked 
car in Lurgan, Northern Ireland, told arresting officers that it was not her 
who was driving but a man who had “dropped out of the sky.” Police did 
not believe her.

YOU KNOW, THEY NEVER COULD GET ALONG: Two 52-year-old 
twin brothers were arrested in Orange City, Fla., for throwing bricks at 
each other.

COME ON, HURRY UP, I’VE GOT TO GET TO PILATES: A 50-year-
old woman was arrested in Brandon, Fla., for robbing three banks in 24 
minutes.

NICE TO SEE YOU, TOO: A man was brought into court on a trespass-
ing charge for washing his feet in the fountain of the Hard Rock Hotel and 
Casino in Seminole, Fla., and refusing to leave when ordered to do so. 
To make matters worse, he greeted the judge by saying, “How you doin’, 
a—hole?” and told him, “You are now going to hell.” The judge ordered 
him held on $100 bond.

WHAT ELSE COULD I DO, OFFICER!? Police arrested a drunk man 
for disorderly conduct, after he was seen jogging naked in Clifton, Ohio, at 
1:30 in the morning. He told officers that he had taken off all of his clothes 
because he was hot.

WE DON’T NEED THE PLACE ANY MORE: High school seniors in 
Cleves, Ohio, have offered the Three rovers Educational Campus, from 
which they are graduating, for sale on Craigslist. Their ad says the prop-
erty features three gyms, a fully stocked library and a theater with a full 
sound system. It also mentions two luxury kitchens and six locker rooms. 
Total asking price: $2,015. They have also thrown in all underclassmen to 
sweeten the deal.

REMEMBER, LEAVE THE DRUGS HOME: A woman was arrested for 
drug possession after she came to the Macon County Jail in Missouri to 
bail out a friend.

HALLELUJAH! ALL PRAISE THE WORD OF THE LORD!  A 62-year-
old woman was arrested for putting marijuana in a Bible and mailing it to 
her son who was locked up in the Oklahoma County jail.

B’port Civic Chorus to begin rehearsals for collaboration with Symphony Orchestra
Recently returning from a perfor-

mance of Vivaldi’s “Gloria” in New 
York’s Carnegie Hall, members of 
the Brazosport Civic Chorus will 

begin rehearsals for the 2015-2016 
season, which includes a perfor-
mance of Mozart’s “Requiem” with 
the Brazosport Symphony Orches-

tra.
New and returning members are 

sought for this coming season.
Rehearsals will resume at 7 p.m. 

on Tuesday, Sept. 1 in the Choir 
Room/Recital Hall in The Clarion at 
Brazosport College. Any interested 
singers in the Brazosport area are 
encouraged and welcome to join the 
chorus in this milepost year.

The first collaboration of the 
Civic Chorus and the Brazosport 
Symphony in 1991 was a perfor-
mance of Mozart’s “Requim” with 
Rodney Mason as Chorus director 
and James Hagberg as Symphony 
director.

Combined concerts have 
occurred since that time almost 
yearly, and included performances 
of “The Messiah,” Vivaldi’s “Gloria,” 
Beethoven’s “Mass in C,” Haydn’s 
“Paulken Mass,” Orff’s “Carmina 
Burana,” Tchaikovsky’s “1812 

Overture,” “Finlandia,” Haydn’s “Te 
Deum,” Poulenc’s “Gloria,” Vaughan 
Williams’ “In Windsor Forest,” “The 
Awakening,” various Opera cho-
ruses and many Pops and Christ-
mas concerts.

Rehearsals for Mozart’s 
“Requiem” will start immediately 
due to the nature and length of this 
monumental work.

For more information, contact 
Rodney Mason, director of choral 
and keyboard activities at rodney.
mason@brazosport.edu or at (979) 
230-3316.

The Great Pyramid of Giza 
consists of about 2.3 million stone 
blocks.

People in a 7-year study who ate 
seafood at least once every week 
had a 30% lower occurrence of 
dementia.
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Why not try advertising in The Bulletin? If you are running 
ads somewhere else, you are paying more. You have nothing 
to lose and perhaps a lot to gain. Call (979) 849-5407 today to 
place an ad and realize the savings.

Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Humanity on Mars 
Q.  If we humans embark on an 

interplanetary voyage to Mars by 
2050, as is currently hoped, what 
things might be in store for the 
astronauts?

A.  After completing a five-month 
stay on the International Space 
Station, astronaut Thomas Marsh-
burn had this to say, “Going into 
outer space is the most dramatic 
thing that can happen to your body 
other than being born,” reports 
Bruce Bower in “Science News” 
magazine.  

The flight to Mars will require 
teamwork -- “extreme teamwork” 
-- with the half-dozen or so crew 
members needing to work together 
to cope with the constant noise and 
activity in “an artificial environment 
devoid of natural light, where sleep 
can easily be disrupted.”

Feelings of isolation can also be 
a major difficulty, as the astronauts 
will be out of computer contact 
with family members, but “virtual 
families” might come to the rescue:  
NASA researchers are working to 
develop “head gear that will place 
crew members in virtual, 3D re-cre-
ations of their family homes, where 
they will visit simulated versions of 
their spouses, children and other 
loved ones.”

Yet space travel has a striking 
transcendent upside.  After spend-
ing four months on MIR in 1997, US 
astronaut Jerry Linenger in his book 
“Off the Planet” described “returning 
home with increased self confi-
dence, greater appreciation of life’s 
pleasures and a newfound sense of 
Earth and its human inhabitants as 
a unified entity.”  Other returned US 
and Russian astronauts expressed 
similar feelings, including a better 
grasp of Earth’s beauty.  According 
to Vancouver psychologist Peter 
Suedfeld, they also reported “a 
heightened concern for the collec-
tive interests of people around the 
world, world peace and a god that 
exists beyond specific religions.”

Limb reunion
Q.  After a truly bad traffic 

accident, you wake up in the 
hospital to find your left arm has 
been amputated.  Wow!  You’d 
gotten attached to that limb over 
the years.  Now where is it?  Any 
chance you’ll be reunited with it?

A.  Whatever the circumstances, 
people can’t just do whatever 
they want with an amputated limb, 
reports “New Scientist” magazine.  
A severed arm can’t be formally 
cremated, since this would require 
a death certificate.  However, 
the hospital may go ahead and 

incinerate the limb like any other 
waste, then return the ashes to their 
owner -- perhaps to be reunited 
after death.  So that mangled 
arm of yours may not be quite as 
hopelessly gone from you as you’d 
feared.

Duoliteral
Q.  Are you familiar with “duo-

literal” words such as “aa,” “id,” 
“os,” “ye”?  Do you know their 
meanings?

A.  According to Anu Garg’s 
“A.Word.A.Day” web site, there are 
theoretically 676 (26 x 26) pos-
sible duoliteral (two letter) words in 
the English language, but actually 
“only about 100 are real words.”  
Let’s start with “aa” (Ah-ah), from 
Hawaiian “to burn,” meaning “lava 
having a rough surface.”  You may 
indeed be familiar with “id” from 
Freudian psychology, representing 
“the unconscious, instinctive part of 
the psyche.”  This word comes from 
Latin “id” (for “it”) and ultimately 
stems from the root “i-” relating to 
pronouns and giving us “identity,” 
“item,” “ilk.”

“Os” (aws), from Latin for either 
“mouth” or “bone,” has two different 
meanings:  “a mouth or an orifice” 
(plural “ora”) or “a bone” (plural 
“ossa”).  Finally, you may have 
heard of “ye” from ye old word curi-
osities:  “ye,” for the definite article 
“the,” comes from Old English, with 
its earliest documented use before 
the 12th century.  

And “ye,” from Old English and 
dating to before the 13th century, 
also means the pronoun “you.”  And 
now ye know.
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)

             LEGAL NOTICE
Application has been made with 
the Texas Alcoholic Beverage 
Commission for a Private Club 
Registration Permit and Beverage 
Cartage Permit, by The Club, an 
unincorporated association of 
persons,  located at 901 Downing 
Road, Building C, Angleton, 
Brazoria County, Texas.  Officers 
of said Private Club are Brandon 
James Cryer ,President;  Tracy 
Ray Williams, 1st Vice President; 
Alejandro Martinez, 2nd Vice 
President; Flowanda J Wardlow 
Secretary/Treasurer.
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History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Sept. 7: ON THIS DATE in 
1892, the first major boxing-
title fight under the Marquis of 
Queensberry rules was won by 
heavyweight James J. Corbett, 
who knocked out John L. Sullivan 
in New Orleans. In 1940, Nazi 
Germany began its aerial bom-
bardment of London during World 
War II; the attacks that lasted until 
the following May became known 
as “the Blitz.”

Sept. 8: ON THIS DATE in 
1930, the comic strip “Blondie” 
first appeared. In 1966, “Star Trek” 
debuted on NBC.

Sept. 9: ON THIS DATE in 
1776, the Continental Congress 
renamed the United Colonies 
the United States. In 1943, Italy 
surrendered to the Allies in World 
War II.

Sept. 10: ON THIS DATE in 
1953, Swanson sold its first “TV 
dinner.” In 1963, 20 black students 
entered Alabama public schools 
after a standoff ended between 
federal authorities and Gov. 
George C. Wallace.

Sept. 11: ON THIS DATE in 
1973, Chilean President Salvador 
Allende died in a military coup. 
In 2001, four airliners hijacked by 

Muslim terrorists crashed into the 
two World Trade Center towers, the 
Pentagon and a field in Pennsyl-
vania, killing about 2,800 people. 
Thus began the United States’ “war 
on terror.”

Sept. 12: ON THIS DATE in 
1928, Katharine Hepburn made 
her New York stage debut in “Night 
Hostess.” In 1944, U.S. Army 
troops entered Germany for the 
first time in World War II near Trier.

Sept. 13: ON THIS DATE in 
1788, the Congress of the Confed-
eration authorized the first national 
election and declared New York 
City the nation’s temporary capital. 
In 1993, at the White House, 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin and PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat signed an accord granting 
limited Palestinian autonomy.

Answer to last week’s ques-
tion: This week in 1968, Republi-
can presidential nominee Richard 
Nixon made a guest appearance 
on the TV comedy/sketch show 
“Rowan & Martin’s Laugh-In” and 
repeated the show’s signature 
phrase “Sock it to me.”

This week’s question: In 
1980, war began when Iraqi 
troops seized territory from what 
neighboring country in a border 
dispute?

Worse, it would undermine one 
of the tax system’s few good ideas. 
The earned income tax credit — an 
earnings subsidy for the working 
poor — boosts incomes, reduces 
poverty, encourages work, rewards 
companies for creating jobs, and 
narrows inequality. It should be 
substantially expanded, not made 
needlessly difficult to administer.

Yet that’s exactly what Congress 
is mulling. Advocates say the 
extended application will combat 
fraud. But it’s hard to see how: It 
turns out that paid services aren’t 
any better than individual filers 
when it comes to making “over-
claims.” And if the newly convoluted 
forms leave taxpayers scratching 
their heads, good luck: Thanks to 
years of budget cuts, the Internal 
Revenue Service has had to reduce 
its workforce by 11 percent and its 
training budget by 83 percent since 
2010, so don’t expect anybody to 
answer the help line.

Services like H&R Block, aimed 
at ordinary taxpayers, are unknown 
in much of the civilized world. They 
shouldn’t be necessary in the U.S., 
either.

 Congress could simplify things 
enormously by reducing tax rates 
while eliminating most of the exclu-
sions, exemptions, deductions and 
credits that have clogged up the 
code for years.

Politically impossible? Maybe so. 
In the realm of the more feasible, 
lawmakers could at least give 
the IRS the resources it needs to 

prevent fraud and help taxpayers 
navigate their increasingly dense 
returns. It wouldn’t hurt, either, for 
the IRS to issue the annual reports 
on tax complexity that the law 
requires, and which the agency has 
failed to do with any regularity. You 
never know: Bringing useless com-

plexity to the attention of Congress 
might concentrate minds.

But if that can’t be done, please 
don’t make the system any worse 
than it already is by crippling the 
earned income tax credit — one of 
the very few features of the code 
that works.

(Continued from Page 1)

Congress wants to make your taxes even more complicated

CNN changes Republican debate criteria, likely giving Fiorina a prime-time slot on Sept. 16
By Seema Mehta
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

GOP presidential candidate Carly 
Fiorina will likely take the prime-
time debate stage later this month 
at the Reagan Library, after CNN 
announced it is altering its criteria to 
determine who makes the cut.

The cable network announced 
that any candidate who polls in the 
top 10 in an average of national 

polls between Aug. 7 and Sept. 10 
will be given a podium at the Sept. 
16 debate in Simi Valley. Previously, 
CNN had announced that it would 
use an average of polling between 
July 16 and Sept. 10.

Fiorina and her supporters had 
argued that this methodology was 
unfair because there were many 
more polls taken prior to an Aug. 6 
debate than since then. Fiorina had 

a stand-out performance during the 
debate for lower-tier candidates in 
August, and has seen her numbers 
rise since then in national polling and 
surveys in early-voting states.

CNN said in a statement that when 
it originally set the debate criteria, it 
anticipated at least 15 national polls 
after the August debate but has since 
learned that there will only be five.

“As a result, we now believe we 
should adjust the criteria to ensure 
the next debate best reflects the 
most current state of the national 
race,” the network said.
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(This column was prepared by the Social Security Administration. For fast answers 
to specific Social Security questions, contact Social Security toll-free at 800-772-
1213 or visit www.socialsecurity.gov.)

Filing for Social Security online is easy
SOCIAL SECURITY Q&A

Q: Is it true 10,000 people a day are retiring? What’s the easiest 
way to avoid the crowds?

A: Yes. As the baby boomers reach their retirement years, Social Secu-
rity is handling about 10,000 claims each day. You can avoid the crowds 
by filing online. You can complete your retirement application in as little 
as 15 minutes. It’s safe, convenient and secure. You can apply from the 
comfort of your home at a time that is most convenient for you. There’s 
no need to drive to a local Social Security office or wait for an appoint-
ment with a Social Security representative. There are no forms to sign, 
and usually no documentation is required. Social Security will process 
your application and contact you if any further information is needed. Just 
go to www.socialsecurity.gov.

Q: What types of retirement planning tools does Social Security offer?
A: Social Security’s Retirement Planner provides detailed information 

about your Social Security retirement benefits under current law. It also 
points out things you may want to consider as you prepare for the future. 
At www.socialsecurity.gov/retire2 you can:

— Find your retirement age;
— Estimate your life expectancy;
— Estimate your retirement benefits;
— Use our other Benefit calculators to test different retirement ages or 

future earnings amounts;
— Learn how certain types of earnings and pensions can affect your 

benefits.
Learn more by visiting www.socialsecurity.gov/retire2 .

WWII troopship tragedy recounted by author at BCHM event
Come to the Brazoria County 

Historical Museum, Thursday, Sept. 
24 at 6:30p.m., as Allan Andrade 
shares the stories that helped shape 
his book “Leopoldville: A Tragedy 
Too Long Secret.”

On Christmas Eve 1944, the 
Belgium troopship Léopoldville left 
the pier at Southampton, England 
with over 2,000 American soldiers 
who were assigned to the 66th 
Infantry Division and then crossed 
the English Channel to France. 

Just five miles from its destina-
tion at Cherbourg, the Léopoldville 
was torpedoed and sunk by the 
German submarine U-486. Sadly, 

763 American soldiers were killed, 
and the bodies of 493 were  never 
recovered from the Channel’s frigid 
waters.

Private First Class Joe Dunn 
Pickett of Company L, 262nd Regi-
ment, 66th Infantry Division was 
among those missing. Pfc. Pickett 
entered the Army at Camp Shelby, 
Mississippi, but at the time of the 
sinking, his civilian address was 
Freeport. On Oct. 13, 1943, he and 
the former Mary Louise Hawthorne 
married in Angleton. He was the 
only soldier assigned to the Léopol-
dville from Brazoria County.

The Léopoldville troopship disas-

ter was shrouded in secrecy for over 
half a century. There are still many 
families who do not know the true 
circumstances of the disaster that 
took their loved ones’ lives.

Even today, there is no mention 
of the catastrophe in almost all 
major WWII history books.

Allan Andrade, author of Leopol-
dville: A Tragedy Too Long Secret, 
one of the few books on the disas-
ter, has shed light on this forgotten  
tragedy. 

A former NYC police investiga-
tor, Andrade worked with over 200 
survivors, relatives of soldiers killed, 
and others who participated in the 
rescue effort to tell the true story of 
this catastrophe. 

Using personal accounts, letters 
and photographs, he dramatically 
tells the story and horror of the 
Léopoldville.
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Don’t give up on daughter going 
down the wrong road

My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Q: Why do some people insist 
on doing things they know will 
hurt them? Our daughter just 
laughs at us when we try to tell 
her she’s going down the wrong 
road, and she’s only hurting 
herself. It really breaks our 
hearts. What’s wrong with her? 
- Mrs. G.L.

  A: I’m thankful you’re con-
cerned about your daughter and 
(as you indicate) you’re concerned 
about her precisely because you 
know what’s likely to happen 
to her. Sin always has conse-
quences, and they’re always bad. 

  But one of the most devas-
tating consequences of sin is 
spiritual blindness. In other words, 
sin blinds us to its own terrible 
consequences. What your daugh-
ter is doing isn’t logical, because 
all she has to do is look around 
her to see how people’s lives are 
constantly wrecked because they 

refuse to do what’s right. But in her 
spiritual blindness she’s convinced 
herself that she will be the excep-
tion, although she won’t. The Bible 
bluntly warns, “the wages of sin is 
death” (Romans 6:23).

  Don’t give up praying for her, 
and don’t stand aside or quit warn-
ing your daughter as you have 
opportunity. But do so with gentle-
ness and love, letting her know 
that you aren’t trying to run her life, 
but you love her and care deeply 
what happens to her. And if (like 
the prodigal son) she hits bottom 
someday, she needs to know God 
still loves her and welcomes her, 
and so do you.

  Above all, ask God to help you 
be an example to her of Christ’s 
love and grace. It’s hard to see 
a son or daughter wander down 
the wrong road, and sometimes a 
parent’s words only cause resent-
ment. But God can do what we 
can’t do, and often our example 
speaks louder than our words. 

Welcome to small town journal-
ism, where the lucky applicant can 
work as much as he or she wants 
for next to nothing, and will be 
stretched paper-thin on deadline.

In 1979, I drove out on a Satur-

day to see Jay Jacobs, who was the 
paper’s managing editor at the time. 
I was just out of J school and was 
visiting a friend in Houston when he 
called me back regarding my inquiry 
into a reporting position.

“I just had one come open,” he 

said. “Come down, and we’ll talk 
while I work on the paper.”

I mentioned this already in a 
previous column, but it’s worth 
repeating. When I got there, he 
was swamped, and was preparing 
to go take a picture of a horse.

I thought this had to be an 
important horse, because even 
in small towns, they don’t just put 
horse photos in the paper without 
a reason.

I rode with him to the assign-
ment, and we talked on the way. 
Then, when he finished with the 
photos, he turned to me and said. 
“If you ride that horse, I’ll hire you 
on the spot.”

He didn’t want to see any clips 
or proof of a college degree. I rode 

the horse after receiving some 
instructions from its owner, and Jay 
hired me. That’s how I got to the 
Daily Tribune.

I was there for a year before 
moving on to another paper, and 
there wasn’t a lot within the realm 
of journalism that I didn’t do one 
time or another.

 It was a blast.
I got more experience in the first 

few months than in a year sitting in 
a classroom. The classroom helped 
me handle the tasks, but there 
is no better way to learn than on 
deadline with the presses broken 
down, panicking.

We didn’t watch the clock. We 
came up with most of our assign-
ments, and we worked into the 

night when we had to.
Yes, the pay stunk, and I don’t 

know if we had any benefits. If 
we did, I didn’t use them. And, we 
made a lot of friends and connec-
tions because in a small town the 
“newspaper man” at the time was 
known by just about everyone 
— from the mayor and county 
judge to the Little League kids. We 
did it all, and it was fascinating.

Like I said, not much has 
changed over the years, except for 
computerization, but one thing has.

Candidates in the classified 
ad are asked to send a resume 
and writing samples to an email 
address using a specific subject 
line.

I just had to ride a horse.

The more things change, the more they stay the same in small town journalism
(Continued from Page 1)
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The mysterious and ghostly pop machine continues to vend its vintage ‘mystery’ products
By Jessica Lee
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SEATTLE — There’s a Coke 
machine on Capitol Hill with a 
history that’s just as mysterious as 
what’s inside.

It’s within earshot of the neigh-
borhood’s new light-rail station 
and Broadway’s posh eateries and 
shops, right in front of a locksmith 

business at East John Street and 
10th Avenue East. The graffiti-cov-
ered soda-pop dispenser has been 
reportedly spitting out cans of “mys-
tery” soda for decades — right now, 
for a retro price of 75 cents a pop.

And beyond the rusting machine’s 
clashing look with a neighborhood 
that’s become known for its modern 
gleam, the unanswered questions 

surrounding its history and upkeep 
have generated online popularity.

“I’ve heard supernatural stories 
about how sometimes you’ll press 
a button and you’ll get a soda that 
was discontinued like 20 years 
ago,” said Kyle Cosoleto-Miller of 
Bloomsburg, Pa. While on vaca-
tion in Seattle recently, he posed 
for photos in front of the crusty 
box before it ate his dollar bill and 
he scrounged up three quarters to 
eventually score a Sierra Mist.

But the identity of who owns the 
machine’s keys and is refilling it 
with stacks of random beverages is 
unknown, even to the employees of 
Broadway Locksmith, which lends 
electrical power and property to 
keep the mystery going.

Employee Mickey Peters said 
whoever is restocking the machine 
must be doing it outside normal day-
time hours, during early mornings 
or weekends, when people at the 
locksmith business aren’t around. 
Broadway Locksmith has been at its 
current location for about 30 years, 
and the machine has sat in front of it 
for about 20, he said.

There’s little evidence for tracing 
the unknown filler’s steps. Even a 
city spokeswoman said there were 
no permits on file for the machine.

Photos and reports, though, have 
surfaced online showing unidentified 
individuals doing the deed.

The heads of the covert-filling 
operation appear to be succeeding 
at keeping the machine stocked. 
And these days, all six buttons are 
labeled “mystery.” On a recent trip, 
this reporter plunked down $4.50 
for a Mountain Dew White Out, pink 
lemonade Minute Maid, vintage-
looking Dr Pepper, as well as three 
other sugary flavors, after hitting two 

of the buttons.
Minutes before Richie Allen, 

a former neighborhood resident, 
cleared his pocket change and 
cooled off from August’s heat with a 
cold drink, a pair of preteen siblings 
hopped out from their parents’ car 
on the curb of East John Street 
to visit what one described as the 
“famous” machine for the first time.

Allen, though, is a longtime 
customer.

He said the old soda machine 
conjures up memories of living near 
the Capitol Hill area, and he tries to 
make occasional trips to taste a sip 
of nostalgia.

10/23/2015
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Admirers pay tribute 
as supercomputer 
Blacklight goes dark
By David Templeton
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette (TNS)

PITTSBURGH—Arguably, Blacklight was the 
Superman among supercomputers.

It was used in big-data research projects to 
create search engines for video clips, analyze 
small stock trades on Wall Street, figure out how 
homo sapiens survived near-extinction, identify 
previously unknown genes in wheatgrass and 
improve how live kidney donors were matched 
with transplant recipients.

In more playful times, Blacklight used a 
Carnegie Mellon University algorithm to develop 
a poker strategy that beat all opponents in the 
most recent Association for the Advancement of 
Artificial Intelligence poker competition.

But the stud supercomputer in the Pittsburgh 
Supercomputing Center’s stable of computers 
has been unceremoniously unplugged.

The new Bridges system, a $9.65 million 
supercomputer that the Hewlett-Packard Co. will 
deliver to the center’s Monroeville machine room 
in October, roughly will have 8.5 times the RAM 
memory, 6,733 times the computational capacity 
with computational speeds 33 times faster than 
Blacklight. Until it begins operating in 2016, an 
interim system of computers will fill in.

Still, Ralph Roskies, one of the center’s two 
scientific directors, heralded Blacklight as “a 
remarkable machine.” Like the Mars Rover, 
Blacklight outlived its expected existence.

“In terms of the lifetime of these machines, 
four years is becoming long, and Blacklight at 
51/2 years has been productive all the way to 
the end,” he said. “It filled a need in the national 
community computer infrastructure that no other 
one could satisfy.”

Built by Silicon Graphics International Corp., or 
SGI, Blacklight was a standout with its shared-
memory system. Supercomputers typically used 
multiple servers, each with its own memory. 
When more memory was needed, they mes-
saged each other to increase memory capac-
ity. But Blacklight avoided such inefficiency 
by making memory available as required. The 
supercomputer was equivalent to 2,000 laptops 
strung together.

“If you want to go fast, you drive a race car,” 
Mr. Roskies said. “But if you are hauling a load, 
you use a truck. You wouldn’t put together five 
race cars to haul a piano. Blacklight was more of 
a truck than a race car.”

The University of Pittsburgh and CMU jointly 
operate the supercomputing center in Oakland 
with federal funding. Once a national group 
approves a research project, the center teaches 
researchers how to get the most efficient results, 
with Blacklight sometimes running a program 
continuously for days.
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Aspirin appears to cut the risk of a common type of cancer
By Karen Kaplan
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Colorectal cancer is one of the 
most common types of cancer, and 
researchers say they have found a 
way to reduce one’s risk of it by up 
to 45 percent — by taking aspirin, 
Advil, Motrin, Aleve or certain other 
painkillers.

A new study finds that people 
who took 75 to 150 milligrams of 
aspirin every day for at least five 
years were 27 percent less likely to 
be diagnosed with colorectal cancer 
than people who didn’t. (A tablet of 
regular Bayer aspirin, for instance, 
contains 325 mg of aspirin. The low-
dose version designed to reduce 
the risk of a recurrent heart attack of 
stroke contains 81 mg of aspirin.)

Other types of nonsteroidal anti-
inflammatory drugs, or NSAIDs, 
appeared to reduce the risk even 
more. People who took non-aspirin 

NSAIDs for at least five years were 
30 percent to 45 percent less likely 
to have colorectal cancer than 
those who didn’t take the painkillers. 
Ibuprofen (the active ingredient in 
Advil and Motrin, among others) and 
naproxen (the active ingredient in 
Aleve) are two examples of this type 
of NSAIDs.

The results appeared in the Sept. 
1 edition of the Annals of Internal 
Medicine.

The researchers turned to data 
from Denmark to find 10,280 adults 
from the northern part of the country 
who were diagnosed with colorectal 
cancer between 1994 and 2011. For 
each patient, the researchers also 
identified 10 “controls” — adults 
who shared the same birth year and 
gender and lived in the same area 
but did not have colorectal cancer.

In addition, the researchers used 
national databases to figure out 

which prescription drugs all of these 
people had taken. 

The patients diagnosed with 
colorectal cancer were slightly less 
likely than the controls to have had 
a colonoscopy, 4.5 percent versus 
7.5 percent. 

Compared with those who never 
took aspirin at all, those who had 
filled prescriptions at least twice 
were 6 percent less likely to be 
diagnosed with colorectal cancer.

But to get a more substantial ben-
efit from low-dose aspirin, people 
had to take it for five years or more. 
Their risk was 27 percent lower than 
for their counterparts who eschewed 
the drug.

Other NSAIDs provided an even 
greater benefit. People who took a 
“high-intensity” dose of the painkill-
ers for at least five years were at 
least 30 percent less likely to be 
diagnosed with colorectal cancer.
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Texas prison inmates will be allowed to grow beards, but they will be searched for contraband
By Brandi Grissom
The Dallas Morning News (TNS)

AUSTIN, Texas — Last year, 
Mario Garcia had a come-to-Jesus 
moment. The 29-year-old father of 
six, wanted on a domestic violence 
charge, flipped his truck as he was 
trying to outrun police. He lost his 
freedom. Again.

Last week, sitting in a gymnasium 
at the Travis State Jail, a large silver 
cross dangling over his white prison 
uniform, Garcia said he considers 
his second prison stint a blessing.

“It’s made me slow down and 
opened my eyes,” he said. “Faith is 
a major factor in my life right now.”

In prison, there are few ways for 
inmates to express their religious 
convictions through appearance. 
The Texas Department of Criminal 
Justice has strict grooming stan-
dards that prison officials say are 
needed to prevent security prob-
lems.

But starting this month, Garcia or 
any other Texas inmate who wants 
to grow a beard as an outward 
reflection of faith will be allowed to 
do so for the first time. Texas will 
join more than 40 other states and 
the Federal Bureau of Prisons in 
allowing beards. The policy change 
follows a January ruling by the U.S. 
Supreme Court, which said inmates 
have a right to exercise their faith by 
growing facial hair.

Under TDCJ’s new rule, inmates 
who are granted permission to grow 
beards for religious reasons must 
keep those beards to a half-inch 
in length. Beards can’t be carved 
or sculpted, and each year, those 
inmates will have to shave for a 
photo — a measure intended to 
help prison officials identify anyone 
who might try to change his appear-
ance in an escape.

The new rule, though, doesn’t 
settle the prison beard argument 
in Texas. A Muslim inmate, David 
Rasheed Ali, has sued the state 
seeking permission to grow a 4-inch 
beard and to wear a kufi cap, a 
brimless hat traditionally worn in 
parts of Africa. Ali, serving time for 
arson, argues that the long beard 
and hat are required by his religious 
tenets. Prison officials contend that 
the bushy beard and kufi would 
pose security risks. For one thing, 
they could be used to conceal 
weapons or contraband.

“There’s absolutely a difference 
between a 4-inch beard … (and) a 
half-inch beard,” said TDCJ spokes-
man Jason Clark.

Garcia and Joshua Large, 
another inmate who identifies 
himself as a Christian, said a half-
inch beard would satisfy their desire 
to display their religious devotion. 
As of last Wednesday, they were 
the only two men at the 1,000-bed 
Travis State Jail, on the outskirts of 
Austin, who had sought permission 
to grow a beard. (Nearly 60 percent 
of the 148,000 state prison inmates 
say they’re Christians.)

Anyone can seek permission to 
grow a beard for religious reasons, 
Clark said, regardless of faith affili-

ation. Permission will be denied to 
inmates who’ve escaped in the past 
or tried to.

Among the concerns that prison 
officials express is that inmates 
could use facial hair to disguise 
themselves and avoid being caught 
if they escaped.

The Supreme Court said it should 
be easy enough for prison systems 
to address such concerns. The 
court’s unanimous ruling in Janu-
ary struck down an Arkansas ban 
on prison beards. The justices said 
prison officials could take photos 
of inmates with and without facial 
hair and search beards by hand for 
contraband, much as they do with a 
head of hair.

Any beard-related costs for things 
like beard nets and more photos 
will come from proceeds generated 
from inmates’ commissary accounts, 
Clark said. He said he could not 
estimate yet how much the new 
beard policy will cost the prison 
system.

Garcia and Large will find out 
within a month whether they can 
start the itchy process of growing 
their beards. Both had beards before 
going to prison. But behind bars, the 
facial hair has a new significance, 
they say: It’s an outward sign of 
the faith that helps them stay out of 
trouble inside and maintain hope for 
a better future when they get out.

“It’s not so much the length; it’s 

just being able to do it,” said Large, 
a 30-year-old father of two who was 
convicted of a felony charge of driv-
ing while intoxicated.

But for Ali, the Muslim inmate, 
length does matter. His 2009 lawsuit 
argued that his faith required him to 
maintain a “fist-length” beard and 
to wear his white knit kufi not just 
in his cell, as allowed by TDCJ, but 
throughout the prison.

His case is pending before the 
U.S. 5th Circuit Court of Appeals, 
which had been awaiting the 
Supreme Court’s ruling in the Arkan-
sas case. Texas appealed after a 
federal magistrate last year sided 
with Ali and issued an injunction 
allowing him to grow a long beard.

Replacing smart phones with stargazing: State parks reach out to kids
By Jenni Bergal
Stateline.org (TNS)

WASHINGTON — Some states 
are trying to get couch-potato kids 
to unplug from the digital world and 
plug in to the pleasures of stargaz-
ing, kayaking, studying insects 
and other outdoor pursuits in state 
parks.

States such as Maryland, Min-
nesota, New Mexico and North 
Carolina are sponsoring camp-
ing trips, running conservation 
programs or organizing outdoor 
classrooms where students can 
learn about wildlife and ecology. 
Thirteen governors have hosted 
campouts for youngsters and their 
families this summer in state or 
municipal parks, or on the grounds 
of the statehouse or governor’s 
residence, as part of Capital 
Campouts, a joint public-private 
program.

The goal is twofold: to encour-
age youth to be more active at a 
time childhood obesity rates are 
climbing, and to build younger 
Americans’ appreciation for nature, 
making it more likely they will sup-
port the parks and conservation for 
decades to come.

“Young people need to have a 
healthy lifestyle and truly experi-
ence the nature of the world and 
not some virtual reality through 
a gaming device,” said Lewis 
Ledford, executive director of the 
National Association of State Park 
Directors. “Smelling the fresh air, 
understanding the stars at night, 

knowing about the life cycles of 
ecology, this is important for the 
stewardship of future generations 
and is vital in conserving and pro-
tecting our natural resources.”

Although attendance at state 
parks is up, their budgets have 
been hit hard since the recession. 
Legislative funding for state parks 
has dropped about 10 percent 
nationwide over the last five years, 
according to the park directors 
group. Meanwhile, operating costs 
are up, from $2.23 billion in 2009 to 
$2.45 billion in 2014.

Many parks have been forced 
to cut staff or reduce hours or 
programming. Some have hiked 
entrance and camping fees or 
turned to private donors for help. 
Many now rely on additional 
funding sources, such as fees on 
motor vehicle licenses and special 
allocations from lotteries. Some 
states have hired teens to help with 
maintenance and improvements.

Across the U.S., there are more 
than 5,000 state parks and recre-
ation areas, which have 221,000 
campsites and 8,000 cabins. State 
parks departments also have 
responsibility over thousands of 
other areas, such as historical sites, 
environmental education centers, 
and fish and wildlife zones.

More than 700 million people visit 
state parks each year, Ledford says, 
and that number keeps growing. 
Two-thirds of them bring children. 
But parks officials say children who 
grow up in households that don’t 

visit parks as a family tradition are 
less likely to visit parks as adults.

“If our future leaders have no rela-
tionship to nature, no understanding 
of how clean air and clean water 
are produced and what a healthy 
environment is, they won’t have the 
knowledge, nor will they care about, 
doing anything about the steward-
ship of the earth,” said Nita Settina, 
superintendent for the Maryland 
Park Service. “That’s why we need 
to provide children with adventures 
and fun — so they become park 
visitors and will someday expose 
their children to those places.”

Maryland, Missouri, Virginia and 
other states have sought to attract 
teens to their parks by creating 
conservation job corps programs. 
Participants get paid to work on 
park improvements and mainte-
nance and also experience nature 
firsthand, often for the first time.

Maryland has been running its 
jobs program for eight years. This 
summer, about 300 teens, work-
ing in teams, received the state 
minimum wage of $8.25 an hour 
to conserve and restore parks. 
They built trails, refurbished picnic 
pavilions, cleaned streams, planted 
trees and created butterfly gardens. 
They also spent part of their time 
canoeing, fishing and camping.

Most came from Baltimore or 
other urban areas and were unfamil-
iar with outdoor life.

“Many of them have never left the 
vicinity of where they live. It’s the 
first time they have seen the Atlantic 

Ocean. It’s the first time many 
have been camping,” said Settina, 
the park service chief. “It’s one of 
the most important things we do. 
It’s also one of the most gratifying.”

At Seneca Creek State Park in 
Gaithersburg, Md., near Wash-
ington, 23 teens spent more than 
a month this summer working in 
the conservation corps. They built 
“pads” of gravel and crushed stone 
for picnic tables. They removed 
invasive species and weeds. On 
Fridays, they would go canoeing 
or fishing or learn archery. One 
weekend, they traveled more than 
100 miles to Western Maryland for 
two nights of camping.

Although experts give many 
reasons for why kids are much 
less likely to play outdoors or be in 
touch with nature than they were 
decades ago, studies show that a 
big factor is that they’re hooked on 
technology.

Children spend an average of 
seven hours a day watching TV, 
using computers, phones and 
other electronic devices, accord-
ing to the American Academy of 
Pediatrics. That means they’re 
less physically active, which could 
result in higher rates of obesity.

Over the past 30 years, obesity 
has more than doubled in younger 
children and quadrupled in ado-
lescents, according to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Preven-
tion. In 2012, more than a third 
of children and adolescents were 
overweight or obese.
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Look for us on 
Facebook

Alvin Community College will lay out the red carpet for An Evening 
of Elegance during the 16th Annual ACC Foundation Gala. The event 
benefits ACC student scholarships.

The Foundation will host the Gala on Nov. 20 at 6 p.m. at the Knights 
of Columbus Hall in Manvel. Dress for the event will be semi-formal.

Seats for the Gala sell fast so get them early. Different levels of spon-
sorship are available: $2,500 includes premier seating for eight, wine at 
their table, promotion at the event and a full-page spotlight in the Gala 
program; $1,000 includes reserved seating for eight, wine at the table 
and a half-page spotlight in the program, and $750 sponsorships include 
reserve seating for eight and a quarter-page spotlight in the program. 
Individual tickets are $75.

Advertisement space is also available for sponsorship in the program.
Donations are still being sought for the live and silent auctions.
For more information about sponsorships or to purchase tick-

ets, call (281) 756-3600. You can also purchase tickets online at 
www.alvincollege.edu/Foundation.

Gala festivities begin with a social reception at 6 p.m. There will also be 
live and silent auctions during the Gala. After the dinner, the evening will 
feature music from the Big Swing Jazz Orchestra under the direction of 
David Griffith.

ACC Foundation to host annual Christmas Gala Most Americans’ hearts aging too fast, CDC says
By Alan Bavley
The Kansas City Star (TNS)

Most Americans have hearts that 
are aging faster than they are, the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention said Tuesday.

Based on risks associated 
with smoking, being overweight 
or having high blood pressure or 
diabetes, average American adults 
have hearts about 6.6 years older 
than their chronological age.

The CDC estimates that just 30 
percent of Americans are young at 
heart, with heart ages the same or 
lower than their chronological age.

“It’s scary, and it should be,” CDC 
director Tom Frieden said.

But he added that “you can turn 
back the clock on your heart age.”

The CDC on Tuesday released 
the first study on how old our hearts 
are based on sex, race and where 
we live.

And the agency provided a heart 
age calculator for determining your 
heart age. It’s based on work by the 
Framingham Heart Study, which 
has been examining links between 
lifestyle and heart health among 

several generations of residents of 
a town in Massachusetts and came 
up with the concept of heart age.

To use the calculator, you’ll need 
to know your blood pressure and 
your body mass index, then go to 
cdc.gov.

Heart age is a way of looking at 
your risk of having a heart attack or 
stroke or developing chronic heart 
disease. 

For example, a 50-year-old man 
who smokes, is overweight and 
has untreated high blood pressure 

may have a predicted heart age of 
72 years, meaning his risk of heart 
disease or stroke is that of a man 
of 72.

The CDC study, based on 
national telephone survey data, 
found that men, on average, had 
hearts 7.8 years older than their 
chronological age, and women had 
hearts 5.4 years older. 

Altogether, 69 million American 
adults have heart ages 5 years or 
more higher than their chronological 
age.
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It’s hardly surprising that there 
are multiple Matt Hartigans. I’ve 
got a pretty uncommon name, 
and there are multiples of mine, 
too. The question is why this Matt 
Hartigan got trapped in a story 
that’s part Kafka, part Dada, and 
part Groundhog Day.

Hartigan has repeatedly staved 
off the collectors. But, like the Bill 
Murray character who keeps on 
reliving a mini-disaster inthe movie 
Groundhog Day, Hartigan can’t 
make his successes stick.

“This is the third time in 12 years 
I have had to prove to someone 
in Philadelphia that you are not 
entitled to my money,” he wrote to 
one of the law firms in 2009.

A former legal assistant, he 
wrote that he’d found five other 
Matthew Hartigans in the Social 
Security Death Index, including 
one in Pennsylvania who died 
months after the property was 

purchased. Hartigan also noted 
there were five Michael Nutters 
(the name of the Philadelphia 
mayor) and dozens of people with 
the same names as the city’s rev-
enue commissioner and collections 
manager — all of whom Hartigan 
copied on the letter.

True to form, he was dunned 
again in 2011, this time for $2,274 
on behalf of the city’s Water 
Department, and again in 2012 
and this spring.

Once again, it looks as if Har-
tigan has beaten the rap. Sharon 
Humble, a lawyer at the latest firm 
to demand he repay some other 
guy’s debts, told me Clearwater 
Matt had repeatedly been fingered 
as Philly Matt by a third-party “skip-
tracing” company. Now his address 
has been flagged as wrong.

“We appreciate your patience, 
and we expect you will not receive 
further correspondence from our 
firm,” she told him in June.

Hartigan was reluctant to accept 
that — for good reason beyond his 
own experience.

Debt-collection complaints 
have topped all other complaint 
categories since the new Con-
sumer Financial Protection Bureau 
began accepting them two years 
ago. Among more than 163,000 
the CFPB has so far received, 
the most common problem is 
consumers who say they’re being 
targeted for debts they don’t 
truly owe. (To submit a com-
plaint, call 855-411-2372 or go to 
ConsumerFinance.gov.)

For another perspective, I 
contacted Jim Francis of Francis 
& Mailman, a Philadelphia law 
firm that specializes in unraveling 
persistent problems in financial 
records — especially at the Big 
Three credit bureaus, Experian, 
Equifax, and TransUnion, but also 
at hundreds of other “consumer 
reporting agencies” that col-

lect data on details such as job 
histories, insurance claims, and 
medical-payment records.

I shared a discovery of my own: 
When I did a national search for 
“Matthew J. Hartigan” in the Lex-
isNexis public records database, 
Matt-from-Clearwater was the 
second of 43 hits. The second and 
third addresses listed for him were 
the addresses linked to the errant 
debts. LexisNexis linked him to 
those addresses from March 1972 
to last year.

The bad news is that aside 
from how long Hartigan’s problem 
has persisted, Francis said his 
complaint was typical of hundreds 
he’s handled over the years. Some 
clients have had pay garnished, or 
been blocked from getting mort-
gages or car loans, much as if they 
were victims of identity theft. But 
the flaw in these cases isn’t a bad 
guy. It’s a bad system.

“Somewhere, deeply embed-

ded inside somebody’s computer 
system, the wrong consumer is 
identified,” Francis said. “You have 
to untangle it like a knot in fishing 
line.”

The good news is that a firm like 
Francis’ doesn’t need to charge 
fees to consumers. If Francis wins, 
he can collect from companies that 
mishandled sensitive data.

Hartigan also can request a free 
report from LexisNexis, under the 
same rules that require the Big 
Three to provide free reports at 
www.annualcreditreport.com, at 
personalreports.lexisnexis.com or 
by calling 866-868-9534.

But be warned: The true origin of 
an error might not be clear from a 
report. Often, it takes a lawsuit to 
find that out.

ABOUT THE WRITER
Jeff Gelles is a Philadelphia 

Inquirer business columnist. 
Readers may send him email at 
jgelles@phillynews.com.
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Collectors hound wrong guy for 17 years as his problems grew with debts

By David Ng
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

In “Romeo and Juliet,” the 
lovelorn hero proclaims that “Love 
is a smoke raised with the fume of 
sighs.”

The line may have actually been 
inspired by the fumes of cannabis, 
according to a recently published 
paper on William Shakespeare and 
his smoking habits.

The report, which cites a 2001 
analysis of early 17th-century 
pipes from Stratford-upon-Avon 
and the Bard’s own residence, 
argues that Shakespeare could 
have smoked the substance and 
was probably well aware of its hal-
lucinatory effects.

In some cases, the pipes con-
tained evidence of cocaine, though 
it remains unclear if Shakespeare 
himself ingested the substance.

The paper also states that 
Shakespearean scholars were 
critical of the original study and 
urges them to reconsider the 
evidence.

“Literary analyses and chemical 
science can be mutually beneficial, 
bringing the arts and the sciences 

together in an effort to better 
understand Shakespeare and his 
contemporaries,” wrote Francis 
Thackeray, the author of the paper 
who was also involved with the 
original study. 

He teaches in the Evolutionary 
Studies Institute at the University 
of the Witwatersrand in Johan-
nesburg.

For the original study, research-
ers were loaned pipe bowls and 
stems from the Shakespeare 
Birthplace Trust in Stratford-upon-
Avon, which has several of the 
pipes excavated from the garden 
of Shakespeare.

Using gas chromatography 
mass spectrometry, a procedure 
common in forensic testing, 
researchers found evidence of 
cannabis in eight samples, nicotine 
from tobacco leaves in at least one 
sample, and “definite evidence” for 
Peruvian cocaine from coca leaves 
in two samples.

Neither of the two pipes contain-
ing nicotine and coca evidence 
came from the garden of Shake-
speare, according to the study. But 
four of the pipes with cannabis did.

To inhale or not to inhale
Was Shakespeare a cannabis user?

Bears stressed by drones, but penguins attack them
By Amina Khan
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Drones flying near American 
black bears in Minnesota caused 
the animals’ heart rates to soar, 
even though few bears showed 
any outward symptoms of stress, 
according to a new study led by 
University of Minnesota research-
ers.

The findings, published in the 
journal Current Biology, could help 
researchers learn to better deploy 
drones to study animals without 
adversely affecting them, and help 
provide insight into how drones’ 
rising presence could affect sensi-
tive or endangered populations.

Biologists are increasingly using 
unmanned aerial vehicles, also 
known as UAVs or drones, to track 
animals in habitats where a human 
might not be able to reach (or 
might not be welcomed), the study 
authors pointed out.

“UAVs can access remote or diffi-
cult terrain, collect large amounts of 
data for lower cost than traditional 
aerial methods, and facilitate obser-
vations of species that are wary 
of human presence,” they wrote. 
“Currently, despite large regulatory 
hurdles, UAVs are being deployed 
by researchers and conservation-

ists to monitor threats to biodiver-
sity, collect frequent aerial imagery, 
estimate population abundance and 
deter poaching.”

Here’s the problem: While drones 
(and other robotic explorers) might 
appear to be comparatively less 
disruptive than a human’s presence 
might be, it’s also unclear what the 
extent of their actual impact is. Just 
like a human presence, drones may 
also affect the quality of data that 
scientists get back.

“UAV flights introduce a new and 
unique stressor that has the poten-
tial to be more frequent and induce 
higher levels of stress,” the study 
authors wrote.

While a recent study showed that 
penguins in the wild would allow 
a rover to approach more closely 
than a human, they often attacked 
the rover, pecking at it. A rover dis-
guised as a baby penguin, however, 
fared far better.

After all, if you want to study 
animals in their natural habitat, you 
want to make sure they’re acting 
naturally, and not responding to 
your data-collecting device. And, 
as drones become more common 
in general, their presence could 
have unforeseen consequences 
on wildlife, particularly endangered 

species.
“Endangered rhinoceros (Diceros 

bicornis and Ceratotherium simum) 
are monitored regularly to deter 
poaching in South Africa; oil and 
gas companies regularly operate 
UAVs in the Arctic near species 
already affected by climate change; 
and ecotourism experts antici-
pate increasing wildlife-watching 
opportunities via UAV tracking,” the 
authors wrote.

So to find out, the scientists 
captured American black bears in 
northwestern Minnesota, outfitted 
them with GPS tracking devices 
and heart-rate monitors, and 
released them back into the wild. 
The GPS monitors, which would 
send back the animals’ positions 
about every two minutes, allowed 
them to send drones on roughly 
five-minute flights into the bears’ 
estimated location, to see how they 
reacted.

In all 17 drone encounters for 
which the researchers had heart-
monitor data, the bears’ heart rates 
soared — one by as much as 46 
beats per minute, another by 56 
beats per minute, and a third (a 
mother bear with two cubs) by more 
than 120 beats per minute, from 41 
to 162. 
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Alvin Community College gears up for 2015-16 drama performances; Order your tickets or try out
Getting a lawyer to the altar, a 

comical murder mystery and the 
adventures of a couple of amphib-
ians fill out a packed lineup for the 
Alvin Community College Drama 
Department’s 2015-16 season.

The season will kick off with 
Getting Sara Married, which will run 
from October 10-17. The Game’s 
Afoot, (or Holmes for the Holidays) 
will run from December 5-12. The 
spring musical will be A Year with 
Frog & Toad which will be at the 
theatre from March 5-12.

Sleeping Beauty and Rapunzel 
will be the two productions for this 
year’s Summer Children’s Theatre 
Festival on June 20-23 and July 25-
28, respectively.

“The 2015-16 season is about 
fun,” Drama Chair Dr. Jay Burton 
said. “Some years we do serious 
plays or poignant plays, but this 
year we are concentrating of putting 
some fun on stage. We are hoping 
that everyone will come by and join 
the good times.”

Getting Sara Married is a play 
about a woman who tries to find 
love for her 30-something lawyer 
niece but only to find things unravel 
horribly.

“Getting Sara Married, is a slightly 

off-beat romantic comedy, with an 
emphasis on the comedy,” Burton 
said.

Performances on Oct. 10 and 15-
17 will be at 7:30 p.m. There will be 
a 2:30 p.m. performance on Oct. 11. 
Auditions for the play are Aug. 25 at 
7 p.m. in the ACC Theatre.

The holiday play is a Sherlock 
Holmes mystery where a Broadway 
actor takes on the persona of the 
famed detective to solve a murder 
case during a dinner party. The 
play recently won the 2012 Mystery 
Writers of America Edgar Allen Poe 
Award for Best Play.

Performances on Dec. 5 and 
10-12 will be at 7:30 p.m. There will 
be a 2:30 p.m. performance on Dec. 
6. Auditions will be on Oct. 13 at 7 
p.m. in the Theatre.

The spring musical A Year With 
Frog and Toad is a production 
based on the children’s tales of a 
toad and frog who experience sev-
eral adventures in their woodland 
home. The musical is based on the 
Tony Award-winning production on 
Broadway.

“Although based on the popular 
children’s books, the show is not 
just for children but with lots of fun 
for the whole family,” Burton said.

Performances on March 5 and 
10-12 will be at 7:30 p.m. There 
will be a 2:30 p.m. performance on 
March 6. Auditions for the musical 
are Dec. 14-15 at 7 p.m. in the ACC 
Theatre.

Two classic children’s tales from 
the Brothers Grimm will be the 
productions for the 32nd Annual 
Summer Children’s Theatre Festi-
val. 

Sleeping Beauty is the story of 
a young princess who is put into a 
deep slumber under a wicked spell 
and must be rescued by a prince.

 Rapunzel is another classic tale 
about a princess with a long stretch 
of hair who is imprisoned in a tower 
and longs to join the world outside.

Performances of Sleeping Beauty 
will be at 10 a.m. on June 20-23 
with another 7:30 p.m. performance 

on June 23.
Performances of Cinderella will  

be at 10 a.m. on July 25-28 with a 7:
30 p.m. performance on July 28.

 Auditions for both shows are May 
3-4 at 6:30 p.m. in the ACC Theatre.

To learn more about the audi-
tions or to purchase tickets, visit 
www.alvincollege.edu/drama. You 
can also learn more by calling (281) 
756-3606.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Impresses big-time
5 Aquarium growth
9 Development site
14 Desktop since 1998
15 Cream-filled cake
16 Try to pick up
17 __ mining
18 Slaughter in baseball
19 Facebook posting
20 About whom Alice said, “... 

perhaps as this is May it won’t be 
raving mad”
23 Guffaw syllable
24 PC heart
25 Doodlebugs and polliwogs
29 Dirty politics
33 Enjoyed a trail
35 Skin care brand
36 Like many a joke
37 “Gotcha, man”
38 Count

40 Baffin Bay sight
41 Molokai memento
42 Game divided into chukkers
43 Bleachers filler
44 “They Shoot Horses, Don’t 
They?” event
48 Only vice president born in D.C.
49 Word of feigned innocence
50 Shares an email with
53 Dessert topper ... or a literal hint 
to what’s hidden in 20-, 29- and 
44-Across
57 Bossa nova ancestor
60 Agent’s favorite sign
61 Ticklish Tyco toy for tots
62 Posture problem
63 Bed covering
64 Knighted Guinness
65 Ed Asner septet
66 Trap, in a way
67 Knight’s neighbor

DOWN
1 Side to side?
2 Beach near Utah?
3 Sport invented using boards and a 
clothesline
4 It may involve wiring
5 Mountain guide
6 See eye to eye
7 “This spells trouble!”
8 __ pit
9 Curative treatment
10 Baseball’s career save leader
11 Had
12 4-Down
13 Big bang producer
21 Served to perfection?
22 Skin care brand
26 Solo instrument for which six 
Bach suites were written
27 Radiant
28 Put the kibosh on
30 Eldest March sister
31 Lemon or tangerine
32 The whole schmear
33 Broom-__: comics witch
34 Perfectionist’s goal
38 Marisa of “The Wrestler”
39 Mode lead-in
40 Pendulum direction?
42 “Could happen”
43 Smart
45 Drive rider
46 2001 Audrey Tautou title role
47 Take baby steps
51 Stan Lee had one in “The Aveng-
ers” (2012)
52 Clothes protector
54 Sibilant summons
55 __ Tax: $15 Monopoly fee
56 Derriere
57 Coeur d’Alene-to-Sun Valley dir.
58 Cabbage source?
59 Palindromic tat
(c)2015 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
SALEM  AUSTIN  BOSTON  ATLANTA  LANSING  AUGUSTA
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: PUDGY  KETCH  PRAYER  NINETY
Answer: Important to do in trying times -- KEEP TRYING

Tribune Content Agency
ARIES (March 21-April 19): Make 

a change for the better. In the week 
ahead, shelve those ambitions that 
haven’t worked out. The, re-assess 
your long-term goals, knowing that 
the right opportunity will come along 
at the right time.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
Those you see on a daily basis may 
be gripped by a healthy obsession 
and trigger your own passions. In 
the week ahead, your personal 
magnetism may draw others to you 
who have more than business in 
mind.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
Success comes to those too 
busy to seek it. Family needs and 
responsibilities might briefly prevent 
you from concentrating on career 
objectives. Get back in step in the 
second part of the week.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 

Develop your dynamic ideas. You 
might not be able to discuss them 
successfully with others immedi-
ately, but in the week to come you 
can start putting them into motion 
and demonstrate your leadership 
ability.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Warmth, 
affection and harmony are yours if 
you follow your heart in the week 
to come. Even if a new colleague 
has a few rough edges, you can 
be certain of fair treatment. Shared 
feelings and possessions could 
lead to profit.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Main-
taining a spirit of compromise will 
help you get through the week and 
smooth out difficulties. Solve past 
relationship difficulties by being 
generous. Treat companions like 
family to win their approval.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 
Recognize love and affection in the 
week ahead by noting how often 
the phone rings or how a someone 
special makes a point of telling you 
stories or whimsical anecdotes. 
Listen for words of love.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Make it a point to find a point of 
agreement. Your brilliant concepts 
can stir the hearts and enthusiasms 

of others. You might be surprised 
by cooperation and support from 
unexpected sources in the week 
ahead.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): A secure roof over your head 
should be top priority this week. 
Home or family may be the center 
of attention, but you must also inte-
grate your workplace and require-
ments to stay in balance.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
You realize that there’s no free ride, 
but this week you can make the trip 
more pleasant. Cultivate a spirit of 
fair play and sportsmanship when 
financial matters are concerned so 
no one is placed at a disadvantage.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
New acquaintances may snuggle 
up only to more easily to reach into 
your wallet. However, most people 
you meet this week will warm your 
heart. Be generous if asked to lend 
a helping hand.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Turn off your cell phone and tune 
out distractions. Don’t let misunder-
standings or a loved one’s doubts 
and thoughtless words create an 
irrevocable rift. Amorous matters 
run more smoothly in the second 
part of the week.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

Bulletin  Horoscope
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