
© 2014   

Take One!    It’s FREE!
August 26, 2014   Our 21st Year of Publishing
(979) 849-5407 . mybulletinnewspaper.com

LAKE JACKSON • CLUTE • RICHWOOD • FREEPORT • OYSTER CREEK • ANGLETON • DANBURY • ALVIN • WEST COLUMBIA • BRAZORIA • SWEENY

The
 Weekly

Peak season

(Continued on Page 9)

(Continued on Page 13)

Bulletin
My off-the-record 

talk with Gov. Mark 
White at event

County parks improvements, 
Texas Navy Day highlighted 

See Pages 10-12

How much do Americans save 
for their retirement?

See Page 6

Seaworld will expand its killer 
whale tanks after criticism      

See Page 7

Gov. Rick Perry blames his 
indictment on Democrats  

See Page 4

(Continued on Page 2)

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

Labor Day is a great three-
day weekend, and it remains 
one of my favorite. I’ll tell you 
why in a minute. The reason 
has little to do with the actual 

holiday.
It’s 

celebrated 
on the first 
Monday of 
September 
each year. 
Families 
use it to 
relax, go 

to picnics and enjoy the great 
outdoors one more time. Politi-
cians use it to make speeches.

In 1985, I was paid by the 
Houston Chronicle overtime 
to work a story on Labor Day 
Monday about Gov. Mark White 
making an appearance in Bra-
zoria County.

I always jumped at the oppor-
tunity to work some extra hours 
on weekends. It was good 
money, plus I don’t like going 
places when everybody else is 
going places.

White made the expected 
Labor Day speech, and then 
I approached him for an inter-
view. There was little security, 
if any, and nobody checked my 
credentials. They just believed 
what I told them, that I was a 
Chronicle reporter covering the 
event, which I was.

I introduced myself and 
turned on the tape recorder to 
ask him a few questions about 
the inmate killings in Texas 
prisons. 

What does that have to do 
with Labor Day? he asked. 

RAMBLINGS

A Labor Day 
to remember

By Jenny Staletovich
The Miami Herald (MCT)

Forecasters upped the odds for 
a slow hurricane season Thursday, 
predicting even fewer storms as 
record strong winds in the upper 
atmosphere keep a lid on brewing 
storms.

Just five to 10 storms are pre-
dicted over the rest of the season 
that runs through November, said 
Gerry Bell, lead hurricane forecaster 
for the National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration. Counting 
Arthur and Bertha — two hurricanes 
that arrived early in July and August 
— only one to four more hurricanes 
are forecast. The prediction for the 
number of major storms with winds 
topping 110 mph still stands at up 
to two.

“But that doesn’t mean the season 
is over,” Bell said. “Four hurricanes 
is a fair amount, and all it takes is 
one of those to make landfall.”

In May, forecasters predicted eight 
to 13 named storms, three to six 
hurricanes and one to two major hur-
ricanes. They initially believed that 
an El Niño weather pattern would 
develop over warming Pacific waters 

But we’re hoping to 
luck out, as fewer 

hurricanes predicted 
in updated forecast

Education topics head up Angleton Chamber luncheon
By Sharon Toth

School started this week, and 
a mix of educators, students and 
a librarian addressed Angleton 
Chamber of Commerce members 
at the August network luncheon 
recently.

Dr. Patricia Montgomery, super-
intendent of Angleton ISD, which 
has 6,500 pupils, led the discus-
sion, starting off with thanking 
community groups and churches 

for their support. Because of the 
Angleton Rotary, all band members, 
sports players and cheerleaders 
will be able to get free EKGs to 
ensure they are healthy enough to 
participate in sometimes-strenuous 
physical activities.

The district also received about 
1,000 backpacks from community 
groups and churches recently for 
disadvantaged children, she noted, 
and Second Baptist Church treated 

all teachers to an appreciation meal.
She also said that AISD will “open 

up our arms and hearts” to the 
immigrant children that are brought 
into the school district.

Dr. Montgomery, who attended 
Angleton ISD herself since 1965 
as a Westside Elementary student, 
said that every school in AISD that 
could receive a Star of Distinction 
from the state has done so.
(Continued on Page 5)

Library offers 
free education 
online courses

The Brazoria County Library 
System has acquired Gale 
Courses, and through this 
unique program, Brazoria 
County residents can access 
instructor-led, online courses 
through the library website.

“Our motto is ‘more than 
books’ and part of our mission at 
BCLS is to inspire and engage 
life-long learning in our com-
munity,” said David T. Thrash, 
Library Director.

 “With Gale Courses, Brazoria 
County residents will be able 
to enroll in courses covering all 
types of topics and subjects. 
Whether someone is consider-
ing going back to school to 
pursue a degree, or just inter-
ested in digital photography, the 
course catalog offers something 
for everyone.”

Gale Courses, developed as 
a result of Gale’s unique posi-
tion within libraries, classrooms 

Angleton Exchange Club plans to 
celebrate Patriot Day Sept. 11

Brazoria County Commissioner Pct. 1 Dude Payne, president of the 
Exchange Club of Angleton, announced the club will be sponsoring a “Patriot 
Day September 11th Remembrance.”   

The event will begin at 8:30 a.m. at the Veteran’s Gazebo Park on 
Chenango Street in Angleton. 

“In keeping with the ideals of Exchange, our club wanted to make sure the 
community had a venue for remembrance and reflection upon the events of 
September 11, 2001.  It will be a solemn time for our community, as Ameri-
cans, to renew our vow to “never forget,” said Payne.

“We invite everyone to join us that morning for a short program.  There will 
be prayer, presentation of the colors, the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag, 
and a special presentation by Brazoria County Sheriff Charles Wagner.”

“Everyone that attends will receive an American flag,” he said. 
(Continued on Page 4)
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       L E G A L  N O T I C E
Application has been made 

with the Texas Alcoholic 
Beverage Commission for a 
Mixed Beverage Restaurant 
Permit with FB, Food and 
Beverage Certificate,  and 
Beverage Cartage Permit, by 
Audra Carol Robinson, oper-
ating as Asiel’s to be located 
at 330 N. Dixie Drive, Suite G, 
Clute, Brazoria County, Texas. 

       L E G A L  N O T I C E
Application has been made 

with the Texas Alcoholic 
Beverage Commission for a 
Beer Retail Dealer’s On-Prem-
ise License ( BE ) by Mark 
Allen Friudenberg operating 
as Captain Mark’s Bastrop 
Marina to be located at 4515 
Trammel Street Freeport, 
Brazoria County, Texas. Mark 
Allen Friudenberg, Individual 
Owner.

PLEASE, OFFICER, COME GET US; THIS GUY IS CRAZY! Five 
teenagers were having fun shooting the windshields of parked cars with 
BB guns as they drove around Santa Fe, New Mexico, but one of their 
victims would not stand still for this. He hopped into his vehicle and gave 
chase. He followed them so relentlessly that the teenagers wound up 
calling the cops on a cell phone to get him to stop, even though they 
knew it would result in their arrest.

THANKS FOR COMING IN; WE’LL GET BACK TO YOU: Human 
resource professionals were asked in a survey to recount the worst 
interviews by applicants for jobs. Robert Half Technologies reported that 
a man seeking a customer-service position was asked what he might not 
like about the job and replied “Dealing with people.”

HELLO, OFFICER, IT’S ME AGAIN: An intoxicated man called 911 in 
West Palm Beach, Fla., to report that his wife had “thrown out his beer.” 
Though he was advised that this was not a police matter, he nonetheless 
called back six more times.

 I KNOW WE DIDN’T GET OFF TO A GOOD START: A man who 
robbed a woman of her purse and iPod at the ferry terminal in Port 
Orchard, Washington was arrested when he tried to friend her on Face-
book the next day.

ME PULL OVER? NO, YOU PULL OVER! A young man put illegal 
police lights in his car and activated them to get people to pull off the 
road ahead of him in St. Augustine, Florida so he wouldn’t be slowed 
down by traffic. The ruse came to an end when he turned them on behind 
a real police detective in an unmarked car.

WELL, SHE WAS UNDER A LOT OF STRESS: A woman applied for 
a job at an adult store in Crestview, Florida., then, after filling out a form 
with her name and address, stole a sex toy. The manager spotted the 
theft on surveillance video. 

OH NO! THE EVIL INFLUENCES HAVE AFFECTED ME! A woman 
ran a Spanish-language radio ad in Green Bay, Wisconsin, asking people 
to send her cash so she could bless it and purge it of any evil influences. 
After she collected $26,000, she absconded with the money.

EXCUSE ME, IS THIS WHERE I SIGN UP FOR CRAFTS? While stu-
dents were taking a handicrafts class at a school in Goteborg, Sweden, a 
moose jumped through a window, forcing everyone to flee.

GEE, WHY ARE THE COPS FOLLOWING ME ALREADY? Plagued 
by thefts of donated clothing from a collection bin at the Georgia Square 
Mall, officials put a GPS device inside a teddy bear, and secreted it in 
a bag of clothing. It worked. The thief was surprised to see the police 
immediately after his crime.

YOU DO SEE ME HERE BESIDE YOU, DON’T YOU, SON? A man, 
who was pulled over for speeding in southern New Jersey, attempted 
to drive off while officers were speaking to him. So one policeman got 
into the car next to him, but he tried to drive away despite this. He faces 
numerous charges.

Drivers - Local, Home nightly! 
CDL-A.  Day Cab/Straight Truck: 
$0.63 per Hub Mile,$3 per all stop 
except terminal. Min. guaranteed 
$900/week for FT. Shift times vary 
according to need. Forklift certi-
fied. Professional appearance/
customer service. www.blackhawk
transport.com/careers/apply.aspx.   
Call Gil: (608) 364-9719.

and keep the season in relative 
check. They also forecast a slow 
monsoon season off West Africa, in 
addition to strong winds in the upper 
atmosphere.

As it turns out, the El Niño pattern 
has wilted and is now less likely to 

form during the Atlantic hurricane 
season. But the record upper winds 
and weak monsoon conditions 
appear to be enough to tamp down 
the season, Bell said. Tropical 
waters in the Atlantic that feed 
storms have also remained cooler 
than expected.

“They’re in place independent of 
El Niño,” he explained.

Upper atmosphere winds play 
a crucial role because they make 
it difficult for storms to grow in 

strength. Finding out what produced 
this year’s persistent pattern will 
take more study, he said, particu-
larly if it relates to climate change.

Since 1981, an average hur-
ricane season has produced 12 
named storms, with six hurricanes 
and three major storms. For the 
last eight years, Florida — which 
has been hit more than any other 
state — has been struck by just 
one major storm despite more than 
1,200 miles of coastline that open 

it up to storms from almost every 
direction.

While welcome, this week’s 
improved forecast should not be 
taken as a free pass for the season, 
Bell warned. Forecasters still can’t 
say in advance what direction 
storms may take and even one can 
make life miserable. Take Arthur, 
which turned the Fourth of July 
holiday into a frustrating evacuation 
for much of the Outer Banks when it 
struck as a Category 2 on July 3.

We’re in peak season, but fewer hurricanes predicted in updated forecast
(Continued from Page 1)
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Deal of the week: Inexpensive advertising that works is our specialty. 
Call (979) 849-5407 and see for yourself.

How to beat the casino
Q.  Can you beat the odds at the 

casino?  Maybe, maybe not, but can 
you at least name ways you might 
try?

A.  1.  Exploit the laws of nature:  
Since roulette wheels are mechani-
cal instruments prone to wear and 
tear, unbalances arise that steer the 
picks, says former casino floor man-
ager Bill Zender, as reported by Jeff 
Wilser of “Mental Floss” magazine.  
“In 1873, Charles Jagger found a 
wonky wheel at Monte Carlo and 
bet on the biased numbers.  He 
came away with $400,000--that’s 
$7.8 million in today’s dough!”

2.  Stick to the drab side of the 
room.  To see where the odds are 
the worst, look for the flashing lights 
and bright colors used to make 
those games more attractive, like 
craps with its crazy bets of “the 
Field” and “Any 7.”

3.  Practice makes perfect.  Over-
all the house wins, but one excep-
tion is video poker, with its typical 
house advantage of only 0.46%, 
and even shifting in the gambler’s 
favor at times. The payoff is high, 
but to cash out, you need to play at 
an expert level, and most players 
simply aren’t skilled enough.  So, 
study up.

4.  Know when to say when.  
Even with the house’s 5% edge at 
roulette, you have a decent chance 
of winning that first spin, and the 
second, and the third... but if you 
were to play “forever,” eventually 
all your chips would belong to the 

house.  Advice:  If you are winning, 
stop.

5.  Never, ever play Keno:  At 
some casinos, the house edge is 
as high as 35%.  “No gambler has 
ever matched all 20 numbers on a 
20-spot ticket. The odds of it ever 
happening are 1 in 3,535,316,142,2
12,174,336.  (That’s 3.5 quintillion!)”

Do this, but don’t 
smoke them

Q.  Try this favorite from longtime 
“Scientific American” puzzler and 
polymath Martin Gardner:  Arrange 
six cigarettes so that each one 
touches all the others.

A.  The cigarettes, as you know, 
are circular cylinders, with a third 
dimension of thickness, says the 
magazine’s Dana Richards.  So 
start by putting two of the cigarettes 
flat on the surface of a table in a 
tepee-like shape touching at the top.  
Then add a third cigarette “hang-
ing down” from the top, squeezed 
between the first two in a way to 
just touch both of them. This forms 
a kind of A-shape with the A-bar not 
across but down.  Next take three 
other cigarettes to form a second 
A-shape, which you then place tilted 
right-to-left over the original A-shape 
so that each of the three underneath 
cigarettes touches all three of those 
on top.

Note:  You can visualize this 
configuration by holding up three 
fingers with your right hand and 
three fingers with your left hand, 
and then pressing them against 

each other.

Why do zebras have 
stripes?

Q.  What’s the point or function of 
zebras’ highly distinctive patterned 
stripes?

A.  The theories go way back 
as scientists have looked at the 
ranges and ecology of various 
zebras and other members of the 
genus “Equus,” says Tim Caro of 
the University of California, Davis, 
as reported by Susan Milius in 
“Science News” magazine.  Along 
the way, they’ve undermined the 
notions that the stripes camouflage 
the animals in woods or dazzle 
big predators into misjudging prey 
movements.  Instead Caro’s team 
found that “motion dazzle,” as it is 
called, does not prevent lions from 
catching an abundance of zebras.  
Nor did anything confirm that stripes 
facilitate social interactions in big 
zebra groups.

Most compelling is Caro’s theory 
that the stripes now serve to 
discourage blood-thirsty flies from 
alighting on the animals.  Flies, it 
turns out, prefer to land on solid 
colors rather than contrasting 
stripes.  Still, Caro adds, “scientists 
may never know how zebras first 
got their stripes.”

(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)
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The Exchange Club of Angleton, chartered in 2003, and a part of the 
National Exchange Club known as “America’s Service Club,” is a group of 
men and women working together to make their community a better place to 
live through programs of service in Americanism, Community Service, Youth 
Activities, and its national project, the Prevention of Child Abuse.

 The Angleton Club meets the third Thursday each month at noon in 
the First Presbyterian Church Fellowship Hall at 130 S Arcola in Angleton.  
Visitors are welcome. For more information about the Exchange Club of 
Angleton or Exchange in general, call (979) 864-1838.

(Continued from Page 1)

Angleton Exchange Club’s 9/11 plans

Perry vows to fight criminal indictment
The Dallas Morning News (MCT)

AUSTIN, Texas — Texas Gov. Rick Perry struck a tight smile for his mug 
shot on Tuesday, Aug. 19,  and issued a spirited defense against charges of 
abusing his power, vowing “to fight this injustice with every fiber of my being.”

“The actions I took were lawful, they were legal, and they were proper,” 
he told supporters outside the Travis County Courthouse, where he was 
fingerprinted and his booking photo was taken.

Perry said he faces the charges with his “head held high” and vowed, “We 
will prevail.” Supporters and members of his staff chanted, “Perry! Perry! 
Perry!” Detractors in the crowd waved placards, one of which said, “Nice 
mug shot, criminal.”

The Republican governor was indicted Friday on two felony counts of 
coercion and abuse of power. He is accused of threatening to veto $7.5 
million for the state public integrity unit run by the Travis County district 
attorney’s office and trying to push District Attorney Rosemary Lehmberg to 
leave office after a drunken-driving conviction.

When Lehmberg refused to resign, Perry vetoed the funding for the office, 
which investigates state officials. A liberal group filed an ethics complaint 
alleging he had abused his authority by trying to force an elected county 
official from office rather than let local voters deal with the matter.

Perry has dismissed the indictment as political reprisal by Democrats. A 
Republican state district judge appointed a special prosecutor to direct a 
grand jury inquiry. 
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“Education in AISD is far superior 
than any other time in its history,” 
she said.

The number of students who are 
taking dual high school and college 
courses has increased 25 percent 
from last year and 75 percent from 
2012.

She also said that the KAT 
Academy has some of the best 
teachers in the country, and that 
AISD’s alternative school is not for 
bad kids but for kids who have made 
bad choices. She said that she 
hopes area businesses will respond 
favorably if they are approached for 
support from the school.

There’s also a dual academy in 
which students are taught half the 
day in English and half the day in 
Spanish, enabling speakers of either 
language to learn the other.

When it comes to character edu-
cation, Southside Elementary is one 
of two schools in Texas recognized, 
and the district recently learned it 
has been named a national school 
of character, and representatives 
will be going to Washington, D.C. in 
a few weeks to be honored.

Gordon Smith, principal of 
Angleton Christian School, said 
that the school is growing and has 
189 students enrolled this year 
with a $1.2 million budget. Parents 
pay $4,000-$6,000 for their child 
to attend school there. The school 
teaches from a Biblical-world view 
and is accredited by the Texas 
Association of Christian Schools 
under Baylor University and uses 
Bob Jones curriculum. Most of its 
26 teachers are retired from area 
school districts, he said. “We take 
those great teachers and put them 

in small classrooms,” he said.   
Glen Anderson, superintendent 

of Danbury ISD, said although 
Danbury ISD doesn’t have a lot 
of money, it has a very supportive 
community. “But what we don’t 
have in money, we have in quality 
of teachers,” he said. A non-profit 
group is being formed which could 
lead to some grants for Danbury 
teachers to help the district’s 775 
students. “You’re going to be seeing 
us in the newspapers, and you 
may want to support that,” he told 
chamber members.

Tom West, adult program direc-

tor of the Brazoria County Library 
System, emphasized that county 
residents can take any of about 
300 online courses through the 
library now, and participation is free 
because it is paid by county taxes. 
Some of the courses are designed 
for teachers, such as working with 
children with ADHD (Attention Defi-
cit Hyperactivity Disorder) and autis-
tic children and solving discipline 
problems. “But there’s also a course 
that’s a grammar refresher, and who 
doesn’t need that,” asked West.

Anyone with a county library 
card is eligible to benefit from the 

courses, and those who don’t have 
a card just need to show proof of 
residency to get one, he said.

Conner Christian, inventor of the 
Rubber Boot Buddy and the national 
YEA! winner in 2013, representing 
the Angleton Chamber of Com-
merce, and Jaycee Brockman, CEO 
of Bone Appetit (which makes and 
sells homemade dog treats) and 
the runner-up for Angleton’s YEA! 
program this year, discussed how 
the Young Entrepreneur Academy 
has improved their lives and helped 
with their businesses.”It’s awesome, 
awesome, awesome,” said Conner.

(Continued from Page 1)

As schools open, education topics, entrepreneurs highlight Angleton Chamber luncheon
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History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Aug. 25: ON THIS DATE in 1609, Italian physicist, mathematician, 
engineer and astronomer Galileo Galilei, generally known by his first name, 
demonstrated his first telescope to lawmakers in Venice. In 1944, Paris was 
liberated from Nazi occupation in World War II.

Aug. 26: ON THIS DATE in 55 B.C., Roman forces under Julius Caesar 
invaded Britain. In 1957, the Soviet Union announced the successful launch 
of an intercontinental ballistic missile.

Aug. 27: ON THIS DATE in 1883, the island volcano Krakatoa erupted; 
tsunamis claimed 36,000 lives on Java and Sumatra. In 1896, Britain 
defeated Zanzibar in a war that lasted just 38 minutes. In 1962, Mariner 2, 
the first space probe to fly past Venus, was launched.

Aug 28: ON THIS DATE in 1609, Henry Hudson explored Delaware 
Bay for the Netherlands. In 1963, Martin Luther King Jr. gave his “I Have a 
Dream” speech at Washington’s Lincoln Memorial.

Aug 29: ON THIS DATE in 1862, the Second Battle of Bull Run (Manas-
sas) began. In 1949, the Soviet Union exploded its first atomic bomb.

Aug 30: ON THIS DATE in 1963, the hot line communications link 
between Washington and Moscow became operational. In 1967, the Senate 
confirmed Thurgood Marshall as the first African-American justice of the 
U.S. Supreme Court.

Aug 31: ON THIS DATE in 1907, England, Russia and France formed the 
Triple Entente; they later would be allies in World War I. In 1971, U.S. astro-
naut Dave Scott became the first person to drive a vehicle on the moon.

Answer to last week’s question: This week in 1859, the first successful 
oil well was drilled in Pennsylvania.

This week’s question: The last major U.S.-Indian war ended with the 
capture of what chief in 1886?

By Becky Yerak
Chicago Tribune (MCT)

More than a third of Americans 
have no retirement savings, and 
millennials feel more financially 
secure than other age groups 
despite being the least likely to 
have socked away any cash for 
their golden years, a new survey 
shows.

Bankrate.com, a publisher of 
personal finance content, found 
that on average, 36 percent of 
Americans haven’t saved any 

money for retirement.
Generally, the older the age 

group, the more likely it is that they 
are saving.

More than two-thirds of 18- to 
29-year-olds have saved nothing 
for retirement, while 14 percent 
of people 65 and older have put 
nothing aside for retirement, 
Bankrate.com found.

But despite their lack of retire-
ment savings, millennials feel more 
financially secure and optimistic 
about their personal situations than 

other age groups.
The study was conducted on 

behalf of Bankrate.com by Princ-
eton Survey Research Associ-
ates International. It did phone 
interviews with 1,003 U.S. adults, 
nearly evenly divided between land 
lines and cell phones. The survey 
was conducted in English and 
Spanish over four days earlier this 
month. The margin of error is plus 
or minus 3.5 percentage points.

Among people ages 30 to 49, a 
third have no retirement savings.

More than a third of Americans have saved 
nothing for retirement, new survey shows
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

When we repent of our sins, God 
welcomes us into His family

My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Q: I know you say that we will become God’s children if we commit our 
lives to Him, but aren’t we already God’s children? I believe everyone is 
a child of God, even if they don’t realize it. - Mrs. F.T.

  A: In one sense, you are right; God made every one of us, and we 
owe our existence to Him and Him alone. The Bible says, “From one 
man (Adam) he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole 
earth... We are his offspring” (Acts 17:26,28).

  But the Bible also tells us that something drastic has happened to 
the human race. Instead of being His children and able to call Him our 
Heavenly Father, our relationship with God has been broken. We’re like 
a family that’s been shattered by conflict and broken relationships, and 
we’ve even renounced our membership in that family, the family of God. 
The reason can be summed up in one little word: sin. The Bible says the 
human race has become “separated from the life of God... due to the 
hardening of their hearts” (Ephesians 4:18).

  Our greatest need is to be reconciled to God and become members 
of His family. And the greatest news we will ever hear is that this is pos-
sible, because God has made it possible! God loves us, in spite of our 
sin and rebellion, and in His love He sent His Son, Jesus Christ, into the 
world to bring us back to Himself.

  When we turn to Christ in repentance and faith, God forgives all our 
sins. But He does more than that: He makes us part of His family! We 
become His children! And someday we will go to be with Him forever in 
keaven. Why not become God’s child today, by committing your life to 
Jesus?

The Galveston County Community Action Council has been awarded funds from the Texas 
Department of Housing and Community Affairs (TDHCA) in the amount of $2,423,527 to 
assist low-income families, under its Comprehensive Energy Assistance Program (CEAP).  
These funds are to be used for utility assistance. The household must not exceed 125% of 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Federal Poverty Income Guidelines.  

Documentation Required:
 1) Current ID or Driver’s License
 2) Current Utility Bill
 3) Household’s gross income (for all household members 18 years and older),  for the 30-
day period prior to the date of application.

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT

For further information or to find out if you are eligible for the program, please contact 
or visit the Community Action office nearest you. Office hours are 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

     Galveston County - 4700 Broadway, Suite C100, Galveston, TX               409-762-8418
     Galveston County - 2000 Texas Avenue, Suite 631, Texas City, TX           409-941-0680
     Fort Bend County - 1106 Morton, Suite C, Richmond, TX                         281-342-3012
     Brazoria County - 1216 North Velasco, Angleton, TX                                 979-849-2928
     Wharton County - 213-B North Richmond Road, Wharton, TX                  979-543-1561

NO APPOINTMENTS NEEDED
WALK-INS ACCEPTED FOR THE MONTH OF AUGUST

SeaWorld announces killer whale expansion after stock plunges over orca captivity issue
hundreds of millions of dollars.

A timetable has not been set 
for SeaWorld Orlando, where the 
improvements will be similar to those 
in San Diego. The surface area will 

be more than 1 1/2 acres. Visitors 
will watch the orcas through a four-
story window — more than triple 
the height of the one in SeaWorld’s 
current underwater viewing area.

By Sandra Pedicini
Orlando Sentinel (MCT)

SeaWorld will expand the killer-
whale habitats at its theme parks, 
starting in San Diego, the company 
has announced.

SeaWorld said it will create 
“new, first-of-its-kind killer whale 
environments” that “will offer park 
guests unique and inspiring killer 
whale encounters for generations to 
come.”

The Orlando-based company 
made the announcement two days 
after posting poor second-quarter 
earnings that sent its stock plunging 
more than 30 percent. SeaWorld 
acknowledged then that controversy 
over keeping its orcas in captivity 

had hurt attendance.
Debate about the company’s 

treatment of the whales was brought 
into the mainstream press by the 
2013 documentary “Blackfish.”

The project is “not a concession” 
to SeaWorld’s critics, SeaWorld 
Orlando president Terry Prather 
said. “We’re not doing this for 
animal activists. Were doing this 
for the public, we’re doing it for 
our partners, our scientists and 
researchers. We’re doing it for us 
because this is what we do.”

SeaWorld executives have talked 
about upgrades to the whale habitat 
for years, Prather said, but the 
company’s research and develop-
ment team has worked on this 

project for a little over a year.
The first expansion will take place 

at SeaWorld San Diego, where the 
killer-whale environment is planned 
to have a total water volume of 10 
million gallons, nearly double that of 
the existing facility. The new habitat, 
scheduled to open in 2018, will also 
have views exceeding 40 feet in 
height, providing what SeaWorld 
said is the world’s largest under-
water viewing experience of killer 
whales.

The upgrade is planned to include 
a “fast water current” that allows 
whales to swim against moving 
water, providing them with more 
exercise.

The projects are expected to cost 
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and adult learning markets, offer patrons access to hundreds of instructor-led 
online courses. The topics cover everything from health and wellness to cre-
ative writing, computer programming, GED test preparation and more. Gale 
Courses are developed by expert instructors, many of whom are currently 
working at universities around the country, and the courses have continuous 
enrollment dates for participants. 

Patrons can enroll at no cost. All they need is their library card number 
and an email address. Courses run for six weeks, with two new lessons 
released weekly for a total of 12, and new sessions begin every month.  The 
courses are entirely web-based with comprehensive lessons, quizzes, and 
assignments. A dedicated professional instructor coordinates every course 
by pacing learners, answering questions, giving feedback, and facilitating 
discussions. County residents can enroll and participate in courses from 
library computers or remotely from home computers. For more information 
about the catalog of courses offered or to enroll in a course, residents should 
visit the library website: http://bcls.lib.tx.us/ 

Library offers free education online courses
(Continued from Page 1)

Toothless ‘dragon’ pterosaurs once ruled skies worldwide for millions of years, study says
By Amina Khan
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

Ancient winged reptiles called 
pterosaurs were so successful that 
they ruled Earth’s skies for tens 
of millions of years, according to 
a study published in the journal 
ZooKeys.

The fearsome fliers, part of 

a family of pterosaurs named 
Azhdarchidae, get their name from 
azdarha, the Persian word for 
“dragon.” Unlike earlier pterosaurs, 
they had no teeth, and they domi-
nated from late in the Cretaceous 
period (around 90 million years ago) 
until the extinction event that also 
killed off the dinosaurs some 66 

million years ago. 
“This shift in dominance from 

toothed to toothless pterodactyloids 
apparently reflects some funda-
mental changes in Cretaceous 
ecosystems, which we still poorly 
understand,” study author Alexander 
Averianov of the Russian Academy 
of Sciences wrote in the paper.

Pterosaurs are not dinosaurs, and 
they’re definitely not ancient birds, 
which are the living descendants 

of the dinosaurs. But understand-
ing these large predators can give 
insight into the ancient ecosystem 
as well as the origins of flight, as 
pterosaurs are thought to be the 
first animals after insects to develop 
powered flight.

Pterosaur fossils are tough to 
find, the study authors point out, 
because their fragile bones haven’t 
survived as well as dinosaur 
remains have.

“Pterosaur bones were thin and 
fragile, much like bird bones, and 
they often drifted apart, shattered, 
or became scrambled before they 
could be preserved,” according to 
the American Museum of Natural 
History.

Thus, it’s often pretty difficult to 
tell how the few fossils that do exist 
are related to one another, accord-
ing to the paper.



sNine County Parks.
sA group campground with air-

conditioned dormitories, cabins, lake 
& bayou fishing, swimming pool & 
wooded trails.

sTwo full-service RV campgrounds 
with air-conditioned cabins, lighted 
fishing areas, covered pavilions, 
playground on the coast.

s23 miles of sandy beaches.
s20 public boat ramps.
sHistorical homes.
sCoastal ecology center.
sBird watching.
sShelling (peak season Dec.-Feb.)
sYear-round Adventure Programs.
sYear-round special events.
Administrative offices
313 W. Mulberry
Angleton, TX. 77515
(979) 864-1541
Brazoria County Parks Director 
J.R. Norris, Interim Director
Board of Park Commissioners
Meta Kirby, Chairman
Paul Wofford, Jr., Vice Chairman
Joyce Peltier, Secretary
Dorman Davidson
Rex Lloyd
John Stanford

Page 10  THE BULLETIN   August 26, 2014   (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

SPONSORS
Platinum ($2,000)
BASF Corporation 

Dow Chemical Company
Freeport LNG
Gold ($1,500)

Warehouse Associates (Pirates Alley 
Café, Ocean Village Hotel, Beach 

House Associates)
Silver ($1,000)

Meyerland Custom Home Renovation LLC
Bronze ($500)

DM Petroleum Operations
DSM Nutritional Products Inc.
Kids Way Clinic, Lake Jackson

Town of Quintana

Thanks in large part to the crew 
at Precinct 4, the Boat Ramp 
Project at Hanson Riverside County 
Park is starting to take shape, and 
the Parks Department is relying on 
them because they have the equip-
ment to do the job.  

The roadway and staging areas 
have been cleared. It’s a some-
what winding road that leads to the 
parking/staging area (a decent-
sized clearing in the woods) and to 
where the actual boat ramp will be.  

Precinct Four’s Road and Bridge 
crew has been wonderful about 
working on it in their “spare” time in 
between other, higher-priority proj-
ects.  They were even able to avoid 
knocking out any of the larger trees, 
though a few of the smaller ones 
- barely more than bushes - had to 
be removed.  

The next step is to excavate the 
ramp area.  This is dependent on 
a couple of issues:  If we run into a 
rainy patch, crews will be unable to 
reach the work area.  They will have 
to cut about 14 feet down through 
the riverbank to the ramp level.  
This is something Parks absolutely 
cannot do on our own, so this part 
of the project is being contracted.  
At some point in the process, and 
weather and workloads permitting, 
our friends at Precinct 4 will be 
laying a road surface for the project.  

Once the ramp is excavated, a 
bulkhead in place, and the concrete 
ramp is poured, Parks crews will 
start on a dock, lighting, and all 
the remaining tidbits of the project.  
The ramp and bulkhead also are 
contract items.  

When completed, the Hanson 
Riverside Park boat ramp will 
provide access to the San Ber-
nard River along its northernmost 
navigable reach - and access for 
fishermen to the Phillips spillway.  

The nearest public boat ramp is at 
FM 521, roughly 13 miles away.  

This project initially was delayed 
in the department’s attempt to 
secure proper permitting.  The 
normal two- to three-month time-
frame for a boat ramp permit from 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
stretched to 18 months.  The permit 
was granted in January of this year; 
funding that had been in place at 
the start had expired, so the process 
had to be started over.  In the end, it 
wasn’t such a bad thing.  

Funding is through a boating 
access grant from the Texas Parks 

and Wildlife Department, which will 
be used for the contract portions.  
The total project cost is $330,000, 
with $247,500 of that amount in 
approved Federal funds through the 
Sport Fish Restoration Program, 
administered through TPWD.  The 
difference amounts to the county’s 
matching portion of the grant, 
supplied in the form of labor and 
materials.  

According to the grant paperwork, 
the completion deadline is in the 
summer of 2016.  Parks supervi-
sion expects it to be finished much 
sooner.  

Work is under way on the Hanson River County Park boat ramp

Saturday, Sept. 20: 2-5 p.m. 
- Make Wreaths or Gulf Green 
Luminaries at San Luis Pass County 
Park.  Design a Natural Wreath/
Luminary from basura bonita 
(beautiful trash) collected off the 
beach.  Registered campers only; 
for information or reservations, call 
(979) 233-6026.

Wreath-making

Saturday, Oct. 11 - Outdoor 
Adventure at Resoft County Park.  
Family activity including Archery and 
Kayak instruction and a Survival 
Skills presentation.  Also features 
fishing, wiener roast, and overnight 
camping.  Registration deadline is  
Sept. 11.  Call at (281) 581-1551.

Outdoor Adventure

BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION

We also thank the many volunteers who help 
clean the beaches, stake out trees and sand 
fencing, lend a hand with programs, and add so 
much to the county’s parks and to our communi-
ties. To become a sponsor or to volunteer in our 
programs, call (979) 864-1541 or email jamesg 
@brazoria-county.com.
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“The third Saturday in September 
of each year is Texian Navy Day in 
remembrance of the Texian Navy.  
Texian Navy Day shall be regularly 
observed by appropriate ceremo-
nies and activities.” - 79th Texas 
Legislature, 2005.

Celebrate the “Iron Men in 
Wooden Ships” who sailed from 
the Brazos to defend Texas.  Texas 
Navy Day events at Surfside are 
Friday and Saturday, Sept. 19 and 
20.

The ball starts rolling with a 
dinner event on Friday evening at 
Stahlman Park.  The evening fea-
tures a catered meal, guest speaker, 
and an auction.  While guests 
enjoy their meal, catered by a local 
restaurant, noted author Andy Hall 
will speak about the first battle of 
Texas’ bid for independence, a 
naval engagement just off Velasco 
in September, 1835.  Interesting 
items, many the products of local 
craftspeople, are the centerpiece of 
the fundraising auction.  

All proceeds of the dinner event, 
conducted by the Surfside Histori-
cal Commission, help fund the Fort 
Velasco Restoration Project.  Cost 
of the dinner is $50 per person.  
Tickets are limited; for tickets 
and information, call (979) 233-
1531 or 979-233-7330, or e-mail 
Sandra@surfsidetx.org.  

Saturday’s activities start with 
a blast at Surfside Jetty Park.  A 
flag-raising ceremony takes place at 
9 a.m. when costumed reenactors 
raise the Texas Navy Flag and fire 
the customary morning gun.  Vendor 
booths at Surfside Town Hall open 
at 10 a.m., along with museum 
tours.  

Back at Jetty Park, period craft 
demonstrators will be stationed in 
a camp setting on the north side of 
the lagoon.  Textile crafts, wood-
carvers, and cordwainers dominate 
the roster, and are eager to engage 
visitors with the tricks of their craft 
and discussion of “how it was” in the 
Texas Republic.  

Squads of soldiers learning the 
infantry drill of 1830 will put on a 
show for spectators across the 
lagoon from the camp.  Frequent 
breaks and costumed “lay-about” 
spectators provide ample oppor-
tunity for interaction - and a bit of 
jeering as the new recruits struggle 
to adopt a military bearing.  

A series of booths manned by 
local heritage groups and histori-
cal attractions will inhabit the area 
adjacent to the parade ground.  

Several pieces of 19th century 
artillery will be in battery along the 
harbor channel.  Visitors to the site 
are invited to watch the artillery 
safety school, which begins at 10 
a.m.  The public may sit in on the 
classroom portion of the school, 
where the particulars of cannon 
types and their tools are presented, 
along with mandates for safe opera-
tion.  Drill on the guns, restricted to 
registered costumed interpreters, 
will begin at 11:30.  Firing usually 
starts about an hour later and con-
tinues until about 2 p.m.  Individual 
cannon crews will provide demon-

strations thereafter.
Parking is at the beach end of 

Surfside Jetty Park.  A golf cart 
shuttle service will run between 
Jetty Park and Town Hall at regular 
intervals to ferry guests to the vari-
ous points of interest during the day.  

In keeping with Texas Navy Day 
tradition, the event closes with a 
night firing session where the artil-
lery crews show off what they have 
learned during the day.  

For information about Saturday’s 
activities, contact the Brazoria 
County Parks Dept at (979) 864-
1541. 

Vendor booths are under the 
direction of Surfside.  For informa-
tion, call (979) 292-9433 or e-mail 
gpavey321@gmail.com. 

Texas Navy Day celebration at Surfside Sept. 19-20 offers history, cannons, fun 
BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION
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The dune walk-over project at San Luis Pass County Park is well on its 
way.  

A new beach, formed by a change in currents in the Pass, is the objec-
tive.  The walkway, when completed, will provide easy access between 
the park office area, a covered pavilion, and the new pedestrian beach.  
All work is being performed by department employees.  

Essentially a raised boardwalk, the walkway rises from the roadside 
to slope across a small field and above the forming dune line.  Along its 
trajectory, a branch of the boardwalk connects to the pavilion.  Other than 
the branch, the walkway is arrow-straight for the entirety of its 120-foot 
length.  All aspects of the project are engineered to meet all current ADA 
specifications.  

Hurricane Ike changed the direction of currents in the San Luis Pass 
waterway.  Where sand once was scoured from the Brazoria County 
shore to be deposited on Galveston Island, the process has reversed 
- the beach on the west side of the pass is growing.  A total of 1,240 linear 
feet of this new beach has been set aside for pedestrian use, to provide 
a protected nesting area for piping plover (shore birds) and to ease the 
strain on nesting sea turtles.  This designation also ensures a relatively 
safe area for sunbather and younger beach-goers.  And the new beach 
continues to grow.  

Dune walk-over project by department 
employees progressing at San Luis Pass
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Look for us on 
Facebook

See who is waiting for you at SPCA-BC

Come by the SPCA-BC Shelter at 141 Canna Ln., Lake Jackson, or we 
are at Brazos Mall, Petco and Petsmart every Saturday, to  visit with these 
pets and many of their friends. Kennel sponsorships are now available 
for large or small kennels. Why not have your company or family recog-
nized with a plaque to show you care? Call (979) 285-2340, ext. 100, or visit 
www.spcabc.org for details. Help control the pet population. Have your pet 
spayed or neutered. Come by the  SPCA-BC, and fill out an application today.

Nothing. 
He answered the questions 

politely, like a politician.
In Brazoria County alone, there 

were 25 inmates killed by other 
inmates in one year inside state 
prisons. I had been covering them 
and other prison stories almost non-
stop for the Chronicle.

The Brazoria County post 
became the state prison news post 
because of all the gang-induced 
violence. My friend Frank Klimko, 
the Chronicle reporter in Huntsville, 
did the same thing – wrote prison 
stories almost full-time.

White recognized my name. Toth 
was not that common of a name 
around here. Neither was Klimko. 

He knew who we were. He had read 
our stories.

We had been on the prison beat 
for about a year by then. The killings 
started sometime in 1984, after the 
prisons had to eliminate their build-
ing tender system type of security, 
which basically means that inmates 
were guarding inmates.

That left a gap in the security, 
which was filled by the various 
gangs.

White asked if I could turn off the 
tape recorder. I did. I almost always 
honored such a request. Whatever 
the reason was, it gave me a better 
feel for the subject.

He wanted to talk candidly.
“You two have been turning the 

prison system upside down,” he 

said off mic.
We have written stories about the 

violence, I replied.
Obviously. I couldn’t ignore the 

fact that inmates were being killed. 
If I would have, dozens of other 
media outlets would have run with 
it, anyway.

He made some more comments. 
Then he asked a surprising ques-
tion.

“What would you do?” 
I don’t remember the exact words, 

but my reply basically amounted to 
shutting down everything to stop the 
killings, and then sorting it all out.

They were already locking down 
units for a while after each killing. 
But after searching  for contraband, 
they opened them back up. The 
problem was that more contraband 
was smuggled in, and after they 
ended the lock-down, the gang 
activity resumed.

He didn’t say anything after that. 
I told him I needed to turn the tape 
recorder back on and asked him 
some more questions on the record.

On Tuesday, my story appeared 
on an inside page about how White 
was concerned about the violence, 
and they were working on solutions.

Like they have not done that 
before, right? They were working on 
solutions after every killing.

I covered one inmate being killed 
with a blow to the head while walk-
ing in a prison yard. One Monday, 
I covered a triple killing at the Dar-
rington Unit that took place Sunday 
night, and before I could leave the 
prison after interviewing the warden, 
they had a fourth killing.

Things were a little out of control 
in there, I would say.

On Tuesday morning, one more 
thing happened. All the units went 
on lock-down. They held a big press 
conference in Huntsville, announc-
ing that all non-gang members will 
be allowed to return to their daily 
routines as soon as this whole mess 
got sorted out. All suspected gang 
members were placed in isolation.

I don’t have any proof of my 
conversation with White, but it 
did happen. And I think I gave the 
governor an excellent idea.

Or, maybe it was just a coinci-
dence. Maybe they had the plan in 
place already when White and I had 
our off-the-record discussion. Who 
knows? The solution wasn’t exactly 

rocket science.
White and I never had a chance 

to talk again. I never ran into him 
after that, but I hope that I helped 
plant the seed to the ultimate 
solution – which was sort of just 

common sense, anyway.
In the next 12 months, the prison 

system recorded only one killing.
Enjoy your three-day holiday, 

dear readers. I’ll visit with you again 
next week.

My Labor Day, off-the-record talk with Gov. Mark White after the 25th state prison inmate killing
(Continued from Page 1)
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 Like much Oscar-night attire
5 Under-the-sink installation
10 Take a shine to?
14 Jazz singer Horne
15 Island near Cura ao
16 1930s migrant to California
17 Far __
18 River where Romulus and 
Remus were abandoned
19 Hot

20 *Garden display
23 Oklahoma tribe
24 Sends regrets
28 Crazed Muppet drummer
31 Bright light
33 Bamboozled
34 *Paper fastener
36 Where Andy Capp ‘angs ‘is ‘at
37 Noggin
38 Go in haste

39 Stretch
40 Med. lab letters
41 *Feature of some kilts
45 Actor Wallach
46 Creatures of habit?
47 Unfancy to the max?
48 Ready to be served
50 Three French horns, in a 
Prokofiev classic
51 Electrician’s covers, and a 
hint to the ends of the answers to 
starred clues
57 Take a verbal shot at
60 Small porch
61 Sitarist Shankar
62 Busy
63 Mel-Tones frontman
64 Place for the first 42-Down?
65 Opens, as a car trunk
66 Sprinter’s asset
67 Stinky

Down
1 Pitch indicator
2 Get back on one’s feet
3 “You are __ much trouble!”
4 Supervillain with a whip
5 Pounds a beat
6 Sheer nonsense
7 Hick
8 Disable the security system for, 
say
9 Lightweight umbrella
10 Domineering
11 Maui strings
12 Tough spot
13 Tina of “Date Night”
21 Abbr. for the nameless?
22 Shipping route
25 Patronize
26 Jet legend
27 Danish seaport
28 Moseys
29 Compass point?
30 Venezia’s land
31 Innocents
32 Foil kin
35 Deli slicing request
39 Old salt
41 More than suspected
42 Colony residents
43 Sat (down) ungracefully
44 Hang out in the hammock
49 USAF E-6’s
50 Question before “Yeah, you!”
52 ‘Vette roof option
53 Pear remnant
54 “Yay, me!”
55 Neck and neck
56 Hole on the green
57 Static jolt
58 Skater Midori
59 Swig
(c)2014 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
CANADA  PANAMA  ANGOLA  BRAZIL  NORWAY  ISRAEL
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: JOUST  FANCY  PAYOFF  UNSOLD
Answer: What the runner ate before the big race -- “FAST” FOOD

Bulletin  Horoscope
Tribune Content Agency

ARIES (March 21-April 19): 
Remain objective about achieving 
your objectives. A loved one or con-
cerned companion might push a few 
of your buttons this week, or you may 
have the urge to be impulsive and 
become too emotionally involved.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): If the 
choice is all or nothing, you might 
be better off choosing nothing. Your 
natural inclination is to go along with 
the crowd, but others may crowd you 
into a corner. Avoid being extravagant 
in the week to come.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): You 

may be pressured to part with your 
hard-earned pennies in the week 
ahead. Peer groups may expect you 
to make a donation or contribute to 
a gift fund. Making new investments 
won’t help you realize your dreams.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): No 
generous gesture goes unnoticed. 

You may have the urge to go to 
extremes in the week ahead. You 
might spend a little too much money 
to impress your friends, or become 
the target of someone’s obsessive 
amorous attentions.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Inspira-
tion is the key that can unlock your 
potential. The week ahead may offer 
many opportunities to find new stimuli 
by reading, meditating, or meeting 
people who have a lifestyle you can 
aspire to for yourself.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): An 
inspired idea of how you can achieve 
a more prosperous future may be 
planted this week. All the same, 
remember that money doesn’t grow 
on trees. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Passions 
can pull you in conflicting directions. 
Friends may be generous toward you 
in the week ahead, but you might be 
challenged by a desire to return the 
favor in excessive ways. A flirtation 
could become intense.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Other 
people might see the big picture even 
if you don’t. A romantic partner might 
feed your ambition in the week ahead, 

but you could be the one who must 
pick up the tab. Don’t be distracted by 
the social scene.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 
You could be pressured to keep up 
with the Joneses or make purchases 
so you fit into a group. Membership 
dues and mandatory contributions 
during the upcoming week could put a 
temporary dent in your wallet.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
An apple and a snake are not needed 
to make you fall prey to temptation. 
In the week ahead, you might be 
attracted to someone that you just 
can’t get out of your mind. Avoid 
extravagance in thought and deed.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): True 
security involves more than having 
a few dollars in your pocket and the 
ability to spend extravagantly. In the 
week ahead, consider ways to make 
your future more comfortable and 
your present success lasting.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Bonds strengthen over time. Perfect 
attunement might be developing with 
a new friend. You may gain accep-
tance in a group, but avoid rushing 
the process or forcing growth. 

(c) 2014 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers
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