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Searching for a 
small item inside 
a big-box store

Before A/C
How we used to cool off 
when air conditioning 
was wishful thinking

This could be you! Basic Archery programs are scheduled at county parks in September and October.  
The programs are free and all equipment is provided.  Pre-registration is required.  The programs are 
at Resoft County Park on Sept. 12, 1-3 p.m., and at Camp Mohawk County Park on Oct. 17, 11 a.m. - 1 
p.m.  To register, contact Camp Mohawk County Park at (281) 581-2319. Check inside for all the latest 
activities taking place in the Brazoria County parks.

Free archery, anyone?
By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

I entered the cavernous big-box 
national chain hardware store just to 
check out some bathroom fixtures 
and pick up a simple safety scraper, 
one of those with the retractable 
razor blade.

I didn’t even 
know what it’s 
called until I 
returned home 
and looked it up 
on the Internet, 
but that’s what 
it is, a safety 
scraper. It holds 
a blade that 
scrapes things off windows, or in this 
case, the side of the bathtub on the 
bottom, where the old glued on trim 
used to be.

I began my search for this item 
in the hardware section, where I 
thought it would be – along with the 
box cutters and utility knives.

I have been known to look at 
an item and not see it there right 
in front of my eyes, but this time 
it wasn’t there. There is so much 
stuff in these stores that each time 
I enter one, I remind myself of the 
advice former Freeport Mayor Jim 
Barnett gave me when I ran into him 
a few years ago in the middle of an 
aisle cluttered with light bulbs and 
fixtures.

“If you find what you need, grab 
it and don’t put it down, because if 

RAMBLINGS

By Tom Purcell
Special to The Bulletin

Air conditioning was invented 110 
years ago and, boy, has it changed 
the world - both for the good and not 
so good.

According to Energy.gov, two-
thirds of American homes now have 
air conditioning. Many have only 
had it the past 30 or 40 years. And 
when the heat and humidity hit, folks 
disappear into their homes faster 
than you can say “isolated.”

But before air conditioning, the 
heat drove us outside and brought 
us together. Friends sought the 
shade of trees or a refreshing dip 
in a lake or river. In the evening, 
neighbors sat on front porches, 
sipping lemonade and telling stories. 
At night, folks slept in groups at the 
park or, in Washington, D.C., along 
the banks of the rivers.

Homes used to have high ceilings, 
cross ventilation and large hallways 
to dissipate heat. Now we live in 
efficient ranches or over-designed 
suburban monstrosities that put the 
porch in the back and the garage in 
the front.

Even in the 1970s, when I was 
a kid in the suburbs of Pittsburgh, 
few homes had air conditioning. Our 
windows were always open. At night, 
you could hear neighbors talking, 
a distant baby crying and Pirates 
announcer Bob Prince calling a 
game on somebody’s porch radio: 
“He missed it by a gnat’s eyelash!”

In the mornings, we’d wake early 
(Continued on Page 7

Be happier at work with 5 easy steps
By Rex Huppke
Chicago Tribune (TNS)

I was perusing the Interwebs 
recently and came across an article 
titled “7 Morning Habits to Be Hap-
pier at Work.”

I assumed that habits one 
through six would be “don’t get out 
of bed” and No. 7 would be “have 
doughnuts delivered to bed.” But as 
America’s most-dutiful workplace 

advice columnist, I decided I should 
check the article out and confirm my 
assumption.

The habits included “Wake up 
earlier,” “Smile!” and “Living Whole-
heartedly.” First off, I didn’t realize 
I was living halfheartedly. Second, 
what kind of nonsense is this?

Telling me to smile is bad enough, 
but including an exclamation point 
in the suggestion is just a good way 

to get punched, especially if it’s in 
the morning before I’ve had my bed-
doughnuts delivered.

I hopped on Google to see if 
there were other lists of dangerously 
dumb work happiness tips or, as I 
call them, Workplace Ludicritips. I’m 
sad to report I found many.

There was the “Top 10 Ways to 
Be Happy at Work,” which included 

(Continued on Page 5)
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I JUST FEEL THAT THE COPS ARE OUT TO GET ME: A man called 
in to a radio talk show in England and said, “I’m not a fan of the police 
to be honest.” The reason, he revealed subsequently, is that they keep 
arresting him because he is a criminal who has been breaking the law for 
the past 30 years.

WHAT WE HAVE HERE IS A RATHER DELICATE SITUATION: A 
man left a sex tape he had made with his girlfriend on a bus in North 
Yorkshire, England, then frantically contacted the transport company to 
get it back. He asked that they call him back on his cell phone – not his 
home phone – because he is married and didn’t want his wife to find out.

THE LIST OF SUSPECTS IS VERY SHORT: A police officer put his 
cell phone down on the counter of a deli in Bayonne, N.J., and, after 
becoming distracted for a moment, noticed that it was gone. The cop 
immediately realized who took it since there was only one other customer 
in the place.

EXCUSE ME, OFFICER, THAT’S MINE: After refusing to stop for 
police officers who were pursuing him for traffic violations in Eastlake, 
Ohio, a teenager abandoned his car and fled on foot. But he was 
arrested later when he returned to retrieve his hat.

NOW, WE’RE EVEN MORE SUSPICIOUS, SIR: Police were search-
ing a home in Akron, Ohio, because they suspected the owner of drug 
dealing. While they were there, a UPS driver delivered a package con-
taining four pounds of marijuana.

I’M AFRAID I OWE YOU AN APOLOGY: A man got very mad at his 
friend, went to his home in Bradenton, Fla., and smashed his car with 
a baseball bat. Or so he thought. He found out later that the car he 
attacked actually belongs to the friend’s next-door neighbor.

WHERE ARE WE!? WHERE ARE YOU!? Two funeral processions 
entered a rotary in Wales at the same time, and some of the grieving 
relatives wound up following the wrong hearse to a gravesite nine miles 
from where they were supposed to be. They realized their error when 
mourners at the correct cemetery called to ask them where they were.

HOW DID YOU CATCH ME? An 18-year-old girl stole a $2,000 puppy 
from a pet store in St. Paul, Minn., despite the fact that she had applied 
for a job there and filled out an application form listing her name and 
home address.

WHO IS THE GUILTY PARTY  IN THIS CASE? WHO? I ASK YOU! 
WHO? A man was brought to court in Aspen, Colo., for violating a protec-
tion order brought by his former roommate. He showed up with a stuffed 
owl which he named as his defense attorney.

WHAT DO YOU THINK THIS IS - A CLOWN CAR!? Police stopped 
a minibus in Guiyang, China, for traveling too slowly. Excessive weight 
was the reason. The driver had removed the seats and had crammed 51 
migrant workers into the vehicle which was designed to carry six.

Despite better job market, many millennials continue to live at parents’ home
By David Nicklaus
St. Louis Post-Dispatch (TNS)

Graduate from college: Check.
Get a job: Check.

Move into your own apartment? 
Not so fast.

“It’s a lot easier for me to live at 
home and not pay rent for the time 

being,” says Rachel Yann, 22, who 
commutes to a job in downtown St. 
Louis from her parents’ house in 
Troy, Ill. “It makes it easier for me to 
transition into the real world.”

She’s among a steadily rising 
number of young adults — more 

than 20 million — who live with 
parents or other relatives. For a 
few years, it was easy to blame 
the trend on a lousy job market: If 
you’re unemployed, you can’t afford 
your own place.

Now, the job market is improving, 
and 18- to 34-year-olds still aren’t 
giving up their childhood bedrooms. 
The population of young adults has 
grown by 3 million since 2007, but 
the number living independently 
hasn’t risen.

Richard Fry, who analyzed mil-
lennials’ living arrangements for a 
recent Pew Research Center study, 
says this generation’s choices 
matter a lot for the economy. The 

lack of new households affects 
everybody from builders to land-
lords to furniture stores to cable-TV 
companies.

“There’s a real sense that if young 
adults would start to get out and 
live independently, it would really be 
good for business,” Fry says. “It just 
hasn’t happened yet.”

Rents are rising more quickly 
than incomes in many parts of the 
country, making that first apartment 
a little less affordable.

College debt burdens are another 
potential explanation, although Fry 
notes that even young people who 
didn’t go to college are  likely to live 
with parents.
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Why not try advertising in The Bulletin? If you are running 
ads somewhere else, you are paying more. You have nothing 
to lose and perhaps a lot to gain. Call (979) 849-5407 today to 
place an ad and realize the savings.

Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

What to eat and help 
the environment

Q.  You know about carnivores 
and herbivores, but what about 
invasivores?  Are you ready to 
sample some Chinese Mystery 
snail Fettucine or Deep-Fried 
Invasive Earthworms?

A.  As an outgrowth of their field 
work in Michigan’s remote Upper 
Peninsula, a group of doctoral 
students at the University of Notre 
Dame Environmental Research 
Center (UNDERC) spent the day 
collecting data on invasive plants 
and animals to develop strategies 
to keep them in check, says Brian 
Barth in “Discover” magazine.  

But after work, the gastro-
nomically intrepid students began 
“experimenting with another 
approach to controlling invasives 
-- eating them.”  Recently, “inva-
sivorism” has become a national 
culinary trend:  “From backwater 
juke joints to fine Manhattan 
eateries, invasivore dishes bring 
awareness of an ecological problem 
to the table.”  

To gather the golf ball-sized 
snails found in North American 
lakes and rivers, one student 
donned snorkel and fins, and after 
20 minutes had a bag full for the 
Chinese Mysterysnail Fettucine.  

“To cut the mud flavor, he fed 
them cornmeal for 24 hours before 
sauteing them in garlic and oil and 
serving over pasta.”

Invasive earthworms eat “the 
litterfall of dead leaves and twigs, 
exposing the soil to erosion... and 
thus are surprisingly detrimental 
to forest ecosystems.”  Said one 
student after eating the Deep-Fried 
Invasive Earthworms:  A bit gritty 
but “not too bad.”

Intrigued?  Log in to UNDERC’s 
web portal at “invasivore.org” for 
recipes and more.

Musical baby deliveries
Q.  How has music aided in the 

ease and speed of delivery -- in 
the delivery room?

A.  First some background:  
Would-be Moms given epidural or 
spinal injections can have a hard 
time pushing Baby out, reports 
“New Scientist” magazine.  “The 
longer the duration of the pushing 
stage, the higher the likelihood of 
adverse outcomes... because the 
drugs dampen nerve signals, which 
can reduce cues from the body to 
push.” 

Enter Dr. M. Bardett Fausett 
and colleagues from Louisiana’s 
Women’s and Children’s Hospital, 
who developed musical software 
that lets women in labor know how 

well they are pushing.  Electrodes 
attached to the baby’s head and the 
mother’s perineum signal the baby’s 
movement:  “A successful push is 
marked with a graph spike and an 
ascending musical tone -- the tempo 
of which matches the outward 
movement of the baby.”  Initial trial 
results have found that women 
using the device reduced pushing 
time during delivery by almost 20 
minutes (from 77 to 59) and experi-
enced fewer problems.  As Fausett 
commented, “The patients and their 
families loved it.”

The Greek math gods
Q.  For all you math-lovers 

out there:  How did “triangle-
gate” threaten to bring down the 
Pythagoreans?

A.  It was around 500 BCE when 
the Greek scholar Pythagoras 
formed a math-based religious 
group known as the Pythagoreans, 
who worshipped numbers as gods, 
since “math, they believed, had the 
power to explain the world,” says 
Lucas Reilly in “Mental Floss” maga-
zine.  But then a humble triangle 
shattered their worldview.  It was 
a right isosceles triangle where its 
three sides -- a, b, and c -- could be 
expressed as the famous Pythago-
rean theorem:  a squared (a x a) + b 
squared (b x b) = c squared (c x c).  
This third longest side is called the 
hypotenuse.  

Here’s the problem:  If side a 
is one unit long and side b is also 
one unit long, then 1 squared + 1 
squared equals 2 for the hypot-
enuse.  But for the exact length 
of 2, you need to find its square 
root.  However, there is no rational 
number for this; the answer is not 
a neat fraction but instead goes 
on forever: 1.414..., approaching 
something like 3/2 or 17/13.  It is 
IRRATIONAL, which to the ancient 
Greeks was a shocking, indeed an 
unspeakable concept -- as if the 
reasonable, rational world had been 
created with a hole in it!
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)

Drivers/OwnerOps!
Local Work! Home Daily, Ben-
efits! CDL-A, 1yr exp, Great Driv-
ing record. Sunsetlogistics.com 
281-693-4587 or 888-215-4285
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Neil Diamond tribute show comes to The Clarion Sept. 5
Experience the look and feel of 

one of the world’s most well-known 
musical artists when Neil Diamond 
tribute artist Keith Allynn brings his 
popular Branson, Missouri show to 
Lake Jackson.

Allynn and his show, “A Neil Dia-
mond Tribute,” will be at The Clarion 
at Brazosport College on Saturday, 
Sept. 5. Showtime is at 7:30 p.m.

The 90-minute, non-stop produc-
tion tells the story of Diamond’s life 
through his songs, spanning from 
1960 through today. Sing along to 
favorites, such as “Cherry Cherry,” 
“Cracklin’ Rosie,” “America,” “Soli-

tary Man,” “Play Me,” Love on the 
Rocks,” “Song Sung Blue,” “Sweet 
Caroline,” and many, many more.

Allynn has entertained audi-
ences for more than 23 years. At 
the tender age of 14, he began his 
career in stand-up comedy as the 
warm-up comedian for such acts as 
Robin Williams, Chris Rock and Tim 
Allen.

At age 21, he discovered his 
musical talents, performing an Elvis 
Presley song during a karaoke 
session. The crowd went crazy, 
and he was hooked. For the next 
several years, Allynn performed and 

competed as an Elvis tribute artist. 
In 2004, Graceland declared Allynn 
as one of the top 10 Elvis tribute 
artists in the world.

Allynn began his transition to 
a Neil Diamond tribute artist by 
wooing his future bride. He won her 
heart, and a new career began.

Tickets for the Sept. 5 show at 
The Clarion are $35 for adults, $30 
for seniors and $10 for children. 
Tickets can be purchased online 
at https://clarionboxoffice.brazos
port.edu. “A Neil Diamond Trib-
ute” is produced and presented 
by The Diamond Image Incor-
porated. Vist Allynn’s website at 
aneildiamondtribute.com.

Keith Allynn pays tribute to Neil Diamond at The Clarion on Sept. 5.

• The Great Pyramid of Giza 
consists of about 2.3 million stone 
blocks.

• Studies have found that smiling is 
69% more attractive than wearing 
makeup.
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(This column was prepared by the Social Security Administration. For fast answers 
to specific Social Security questions, contact Social Security toll-free at 800-772-
1213 or visit www.socialsecurity.gov.)

How do I replace a lost card?
SOCIAL SECURITY Q&A

Q: I’m 17 and eager to start my first summer job, but my mother 
misplaced my Social Security card. How can I get another?

A: If you know your Social Security number, you may not need to obtain 
a replacement card to obtain employment. However, if a prospective 
employer requests it, in most cases you only need to provide your Social 
Security number, and you don’t actually need a replacement card. But if 
you do need the card, you can get a replacement Social Security card by 
following the steps below. There is no charge for a Social Security card, 
but you are limited to three per calendar year and 10 replacement cards 
during your lifetime.

You will need to:
• Show the required documents. We need to see different documents 

depending on your citizenship and the type of card you are requesting. Go 
to www.socialsecurity.gov/ssnumber to find out what documents you will 
have to show.

• Fill out and print an Application for a Social Security Card; and
• Take or mail your application and original or certified copies of the 

original documents to your local Social Security office.
For more information, read our pamphlet, Your Social Security Number 

and Card at www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs .
Q: Why should I sign up for a my Social Security online account?
A: My Social Security gives you a personal online account you can 

securely use to check your Social Security information and do business 
with us. With a My Social Security Account you can:

• Keep track of your earnings and verify them every year;
• Get an estimate of your future benefits if you are still working;
• Get a letter with proof of your benefits if you currently receive them; 

and
• Manage your benefits:
• Change your address or telephone number;
• Start or change your direct deposit;
• Get a replacement Medicare card; and
• Get a replacement SSA-1099 or SSA-1042S for tax season.
To find all of the services available and set up an account, go to 

www.socialsecurity.gov/myaccount.

gems like “Choose to be Happy at 
Work,” “Make Friends” and “Avoid 
Negativity.”

One of my favorites, from “5 
Scientifically Proven Ways to Be 
Happier at Work,” was “End your 
workday with a simple gratitude 
pause.”

Ugh. People who use terms like 
“gratitude pause” are usually the 
ones you get stuck sitting next to on 
a long flight, causing you to briefly 
considered parachuting your way to 
sanity.

I know every workplace is dif-
ferent and many get stuck in lousy 
situations where just being a decent 
human being doesn’t seem good 
enough. 

Five easy and unusual steps on how to be happy at work. Warning: they have not been tested
Still, the demand for Workplace 

Ludicritips seems to be high, so 
given my prominent role in the 
workplace infosphere, I figure I’d 
better contribute.

Here then are “I Just Work Here’s 
“ 5 Unscientifically Proven Ways to 
Make You Happier At Work Through 
Tantric Enjoyment Enhancification”:

1) Frown! Yes, you read that 
correctly. Smiling is for dummies. 
Frowning, on the other hand, is a 
great way to encase yourself in a 
protective layer of gloom. Co-work-
ers who see you will think you’re 
mad about something and won’t 
bother you. Bosses and managers 
will think you look grumpy and will 
pass their excess work off on some-
one who looks more approach-

able,  probably to some idiot who’s 
smiling. Practitioners of long-term 
frowning are statistically more likely 
to enjoy their work, according to a 
study that I’m making up. So turn 
that smile upside down and define 
your frown space. 

2) Start your day with a house-
hold injury. One of the primary 
reasons people aren’t happy at 
work is because they ARE happy 
at home. To achieve workplace 
contentment, all you have to do is 
flip the script. If you engage in a 
simple knife, hot stove burner or 
coffee-in-the-lap injury each morn-
ing, home will begin to seem less 
enviable and work will, naturally, be 
perceived as a better, safer place to 
be. It’s simple logic, and all it takes 
are repeated acts of self-harm. 
Pretty soon you’ll be living at the 
office. Hopefully with a big frown on 
your face!

3) Punch a bear. It may sound 
farfetched, but pre-work bear-
punching was commonplace during 
the Industrial Revolution, consid-
ered a great way to blow off steam 
and teach roving street bears what 
they get if they mess with humans. 
Granted, what most of the bears 
got was a morning meal of human 
meat, but still, the practice was said 
to be therapeutic for those who sur-
viived. (Please don’t do this for your 
and the bear’s sake; this column is 
only for entertainment.)

4) Engage in rampant negativity 
dousing. Any time you feel nega-
tive vibes coming from a boss or 
co-worker, just grab your officially 
licensed I Just Work Here Bucket 
o’ Positivity ($29.99 plus shipping, 
comes with a free magnet), fill it 
with water and douse the nattering 
nabob of negativity. Then watch as 
the negativity dissolves and you are 

asked to leave the building.
5) End each day with a simple 

“gratitude explosion.” Say a co-
worker was kind enough to “borrow” 
your idea and present it as his own 
at the staff meeting. Release your 
gratitude on that person by taping 
firecrackers to his iPhone and set-
ting it off in a trash can outside his 
cubicle.

Or if someone finished the coffee 
in the break room and didn’t start 
a fresh pot, let that person know 
your feelings by attaching his or 
her favorite coffee mug to a model 
rocket and launching it from the 
parking lot into the ocean. Taking a 
moment to light a fuse and reflect 
on how grateful you are to deto-
nate something that belongs to a 
person you dislike can make you 
truly appreciate your job. And if 
that person tries to punch you, they 
probably think you’re a bear.

(Continued from Page 1)
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Only the Bible gives us reliable 
information about Jesus’ childhood

My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Q: I read an article once 
in one of those supermarket 
tabloids, claiming that when 
Jesus was a child, He was taken 
to someplace like Tibet, and 
that’s where He picked up all 
His wisdom. It sounded kind of 
far-fetched to me, but could this 
be true? - J.P.F.

A: No, there is no truth is this, or 
in any other legend that suppos-
edly tells about Jesus’ childhood. 
Such stories are only the product 
of someone’s vivid imagination, 
and they have no basis in histori-
cal fact.

Only the Bible gives us reliable 
information about Jesus’ childhood 
years. Although it doesn’t give us 
many details, it does tell us that 
His parents had to flee to Egypt 
to avoid King Herod’s attempts to 
kill the young child. They settled 
a few years later in the little town 
of Nazareth, where He became a 

carpenter working with Joseph, 
who most people assumed was 
His father (see Matthew 2:13-23).

The Bible also records that 
at the age of 12 Jesus became 
separated from His family while in 
Jerusalem, and was later found 
discussing God’s Word with the 
scholars and theologians there 
(see Luke 2:41-50). Beyond this, 
it only says that “Jesus grew in 
wisdom and stature, and in favor 
with God and man” (Luke 2:52).

Never forget: Although Jesus 
was born and grew up like any 
other child, He was more than just 
another human being. He also 
was the divine Son of God, sent 
from heaven to save us from our 
sins. Have you put your faith and 
trust in Him for your salvation? If 
not, I pray you will do so today, 
because “Salvation is found in 
no one else, for there is no other 
name under heaven given to 
mankind by which we must be 
saved” (Acts 4:12).

2015-16 Texas hunting, fishing licenses now on sale
AUSTIN — Sportsmen gearing 

up for the upcoming fall hunting 
seasons are reminded to renew 
their licenses for 2015-16. 

The current year Texas hunting 
and fishing licenses (except year-
to-date fishing licenses) will expire 
Aug. 31.

Every year, the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department issues about 
2.5 million hunting and fishing 
licenses through the agency’s 28 
field offices, more than 50 state 
parks and at over 1,700 retail-
ers across the state. Licenses 
may also be purchased online 
through the TPWD website at 
www.tpwd.texas.gov/buy or by 
phone at 1-800-895-4248. Call 
center hours are Monday through 
Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Please note 
that here is a required $5 adminis-
trative fee for each phone or online 
transaction, but multiple items 

can be purchased during a single 
transaction occasion for the $5 
fee. The online transaction system 
is available 24/7. For online and 
phone orders, a physical license 
will be mailed within three business 
days. During that time period, a 
transaction receipt will be provided 
via email that will be sufficient proof 
of hunting license that can be used 
for dove hunting, though it will not 
be allowed for the take of fish or 
wildlife that require a tag.

Hunting and fishing regulations 
for the new season can be found 
in the 2015-2016 Outdoor Annual, 
available in booklet form at license 
retailers and digitally online at 
www.outdoorannual.com. Hunters 
and anglers can also download the 
free 2015-2016 Outdoor Annual 
mobile app on their Apple or Android 
devices.

In addition to a hunting license, 

anyone born after Sept. 1, 1971, 
must successfully complete a 
hunter education training course or 
purchase a one-time deferral good 
for one license year in order to 
hunt legally in Texas. The certifica-
tion is valid for life and is honored 
in all other states and provinces. 
Last year, TPWD certified a record 
72,000 hunter education students, 
yet Texas game wardens still issued 
more than 3,400 citations and 
warnings last fall for hunters not 
meeting hunter education certifica-
tion requirements.

Getting certified has never been 
more convenient. Hunters who need 
hunter education certification have 
several expanded contemporary 
options including a streamlined, 
one-day basic course and an option 
for anyone 17 years of age or older 
to take the hunting safety training 
completely online. 

To publicize your group or community event, please send 
your announcement to john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
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to the sound of chirping birds. I 
could smell the cool dew outside my 
window and the toast and scram-
bled eggs my father was cooking up 
for breakfast in the kitchen.

Air conditioning has eliminated 
such simple experiences. Most 
neighborhoods are sealed up 
tighter than Fort Knox all summer 
long. Now, all you hear outside is 
the constant hum of air conditioning 
motors kicking on and off.

Years ago, before my time, 
commercial buildings used to have 
windows that opened, but you 
don’t see that anymore. Today’s 
glass-plated buildings are designed 
to keep the light and air out, so 
that we are oblivious to whatever 
season it may be.

Nor do we see the small, adjust-

able “wing” windows on cars that 
caused the air to whip around 
inside the cabin on hot days. If any 
manufacturer comes back with 
adjustable windows like that again, 
I’m buying that car.

Then again, air conditioning has 
improved life for millions. It made 
it possible for lots of people to 
move south - possible to endure 
the super-hot southern air - and 
Southern cities have boomed. 

Sure, there is still debate about 
the extent to which air conditioning 
may have an effect on the climate, 
but the fact is, the South has ben-
efited majorly from it.

Air conditioning has improved 
life for the elderly and others with 
respiratory problems - and for 
anyone who works in an office 
building all day long. Our work pro-

ductivity has been vastly improved 
by consistently cool air.

Then again, I remember the 
hottest summer day I experienced 
when I lived in Washington. It was 
the Fourth of July, and thousands 
of us were dripping with sweat on 
the National Mall.

We sang the national anthem 

together, and it was a moving 
event. We watched the fireworks go 
off above the Washington Monu-
ment, and it was magnificent. It 
was wonderful to be together in the 
heat with so many others.

But as soon as the last of the 
fireworks exploded, most people 
fled to their air-conditioned cars 

and homes and went quickly back 
into isolation.

Sure, I put my car windows 
down for a spell and drove down 
the George Washington Parkway, 
enjoying the hot summer air.

But as soon as I got home, I 
cranked up the AC and slept like a 
baby.

Before A/C: How we used to cool off when we could not adjust the thermostat
(Continued from Page 1)
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The BASF site in Freeport is 
celebrating the company’s 150th 
global anniversary by donating 
150 backpacks full of school sup-
plies to Brazosport Independent 
School District (BISD).

“We have students at every 
campus in BISD who can use 
these school supplies,” said 
Denise Babb, director of Federal, 
State and Early Childhood pro-
grams for BISD. “It is great that 
we have 150 students who will 
not have to start school without 
the proper items needed to be 
successful in the classroom. We 
are extremely grateful to BASF 
for this generous donation.”

This gift is the third of four 
planned community donations from 
BASF during 2015 to commemo-
rate the company’s anniversary. 
In May, the Freeport site donated 
more than 2,000 pounds of food 
to area food pantries — enough to 
feed 150 families of four for a day. 
In January, BASF donated 150 
diapers to the first 150 babies born 
at Brazosport Regional Hospital.

“Without the support of the 
people who work and live in the 
local community, BASF would not 
be able to operate as success-
fully as we have over the years,” 
said Chris Witte, Senior Vice 
President and General Manager of 

the BASF Site in Freeport. “The 
anniversary themed donations 
are our way of saying ‘thank you’ 
while continuing our tradition of 
community support. They also 
give us the chance to highlight 
the fact that many convenient 
everyday products are made with 
the chemistry that we create right 
here in Freeport.”

The BASF Freeport Site 
manufactures chemicals that 
are used in school supplies like 
the ones donated, including ink 
for books and pens, adhesives 
for glues and sticky notes, and 
nylon-6 for plastic boxes and 
folders.

The BASF site in Freeport, Texas, is celebrating the company’s 150th global anniversary by donating 150 
backpacks with school supplies to Brazosport Independent School District (BISD). Pictured from left are 
Jean May, Coordinator of Federal Programs, BISD; Danny Massey, Superintendent, BISD; Stacey Mcoy, 
Homeless Support Services, BISD; Casey Cowley, Purchasing Specialist, BISD; Suzanne Kocurek, Sr. 
Accounting Analyst, BASF; Cindy Suggs, Manager of Community and Government Affairs, BASF; and 
Denise Babb, Director of Federal, State and Early Childhood program, BISD.

BASF donates 150 backpacks with school supplies to BISD

Another sign that El Nino is gaining strength: Ocean temperatures hit highest levels of the year
By Rong-Gong Lin Ii
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

SAN FRANCISCO — In another 
sign that El Nino is gaining strength 
and could soak California this 
winter, sea surface temperatures in 
the Pacific Ocean have increased to 
their highest level so far this year.

That temperature increase — 3.4 
degrees Fahrenheit above the aver-

age — was recorded Aug. 5 by the 
National Weather Service’s Climate 
Prediction Center at a benchmark 
location in the Pacific. That is 
slightly higher than it was Aug. 6, 
1997, when it was 3.2 degrees 
Fahrenheit above normal.

The summer of 1997 was the pre-
lude to the largest El Nino event on 
record. Storms that winter brought 

widespread flooding and mudslides, 
causing 17 deaths and more than 
half a billion dollars of damage. 
Downtown Los Angeles got nearly 
a year’s worth of rain in February 
1998.

“El Nino is already strong, and 
likely to get stronger by fall,” Daniel 
Swain, climate scientist at Stanford 
University, said by email Wednes-

day. “Here in California, we’ll still 
have to wait for the midwinter 
months for the main effects to 
arrive, but the likeliest outcome is 
still a wetter-than-average winter for 
most, if not all, of California.”

Because El Nino’s effects don’t 
typically happen with great intensity 
in California in the summer, there 
probably won’t be much drought 
relief for a while.

“Unfortunately, that means we still 
have to get through at least two to 
three more months of fire season 
and unabated severe drought condi-
tions,” Swain said.

That’s bad news for firefighters, 
who are battling massive blazes this 
summer in Northern California. The 
fire season for Southern California 
typically hits a bit later in the fall. 

El Nino is a weather phenomenon 
that involves the warming of ocean 
waters west of Peru, which causes 
changes in the atmosphere that can 
dramatically alter weather patterns 
worldwide. One effect of a strong El 
Nino is the shifting toward Califor-
nia of a subtropical jet stream that 
normally pours rain over the jungles 
of southern Mexico and Central 
America. 

For all the excitement about El 
Nino, Swain urged some caution. “A 
wet winter is never a guarantee in 
California,” he said. “There is essen-
tially no other information that is 
more useful in predicting California 
winter precipitation several months 
in advance than the existence of a 
strong El Nino event. But it’s still just 
one piece of the puzzle.”
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Anyone curious about square dancing is invited to try two free lessons, 
which will be at 6:30 p.m. Sept. 8 and 15 at Jasmine Hall in Lake Jackson.

The free square dance lessons are introductory to 12 subsequent paid 
lessons, which will begin Sept. 22.

Square dance lessons are open to the public, pre-teens through adults, 
singles and couples. Established dancers pair up with students to help 
throughout the lessons, so participants do not have to bring a partner. In fact, 
most come alone but quickly meet new friends.

The Lake Jackson Promenaders are hosting the free lesson nights. Long-
time caller Jay Flowers, a Lake Jackson native, will teach the lessons.

“Square dancing is a fun way to build mental and physical agility,” said 
Mark Nace, Promenaders president. “Most people say, ‘I could never learn 
that.’ But new dancers are amazed at how much they learn as Jay builds 
each move on previous lessons.”

Dress is casual (think jeans, T-shirt and comfortable shoes.)
For more information, contact Karen Nace at (979) 292-5449, or 

ljpromenaders@gmail.com and on Facebook.

Lake Jackson Promenaders offer 
free square dancing lessons

Brazosport College Community Education adding more options for GED, ESL courses
Brazosport College’s Community 

Education program is currently 
registering for its GED, English as 
a Second Language (ESL) and 
Citizenship classes.

Better yet, the classes are free 
and are offered at six different loca-
tions around Brazoria County.

GED and ESL Classes are 
being offered at both the BC Main 
Campus and the Freeport CE 
Center, while GED courses are also 
being offered at Columbia High 
School in West Columbia and the 
Marshall Center in Angleton. The 
fall 2015 Citizenship class is on 
Tuesday evening at the Freeport CE 
Center.

For parents of Brazosport ISD 
students, an ESL class will also be 
taught at Velasco Elementary in 
Freeport. An additional GED course 
will be offered at the Head Start 
Center in Brazoria at 120 Pleasant 
St.

“We have different locations in 
order to provide more options for 
our community,” said Grant Project 
Manager Kay Brooks. “We want 
to make it as easy as possible 
for anyone wanting to take our 
classes.”

Providing even more options, 
BC’s Community Education depart-
ment has also added two new ESL 
courses this year, with the introduc-

tion of Oral Communication and 
Written Communication classes.

Taking GED and ESL classes 
through Brazosport College is 
simple. Not only are the courses 
now offered at locations throughout 
southern Brazoria County, they also 
remain free of charge. The college’s 
Citizenship Classes are also free.

GED classes do require a GED 

textbook and calculator, which are 
approximately $55.

Registration is ongoing and 
classes begin Aug. 24. One can 
register in person at the Community 
Education Center on the Brazosport 
College main campus or the Free-
port CE Center at 211 E. Park Ave.

ESL classes are open to anyone 
18 years of age or older, and many 

of the instructors speak multiple 
languages. The ESL courses have 
six levels of progression, beginning 
with no experience in the English 
language.

For more information call the 
Community Education Center on the 
BC Main Campus at (979) 230-3600 
or the Freeport CE Center at (979) 
230-3597.
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Look for us on 
Facebook

you do, you’ll never find it again,” 
he said.

But the mission this time was 
to find this elusive safety scraper. 
Guys will go up and down the store 
looking at each shelf, trying to find 
something on their own. We don’t 
like asking for help. It’s a sign of 
weakness.

So be it. I chased down one of 
the few associates in this gigantic 
place with lots of stuff in it, and 

asked him where I could find this 
scraper gadget.

Greg walked up and down the 
same aisles I had already covered. 
I could have done an inventory for 
him by the time I got finished. But 
he had to satisfy himself that the 
safety scraper was not there.

“I just saw it the other day,” he 
said apologetically. Well, that was 
the other day, not today. Remem-
bering seeing it doesn’t help me all 
that much. But I was polite. I didn’t 

say any of this. It must be hard to 
work in a place like this and try to 
find a needle in a haystack for cus-
tomers who are actually in a hurry, 
like I was.

I would not do it. I hope these 
workers get paid a lot of money, 
because I’d be going nuts just trying 
to remember where things are. He 
got on his phone to call someone 
when I said, “I’d bet it is in the paint 
section.”

That’s right, he said. That’s 
probably where he saw it. There, 
problem solved. Greg was relieved. 
He really did his best to try to help. I 
let him off the hook.

I looked up and down the paint 
section, but no safety scraper. I saw 
more utility blades and wallpaper 
scrapers, but not the little metal 
thingy with the blade sticking out at 
the end.

I flagged down another associate 
(which is not all that easy to do), 
and asked her if she knew where 
the safety scraper might be. She 

walked up and down the paint aisles 
looking for it, just like I did a few 
minutes earlier, and declared that 
she couldn’t find any.

“We should have some on Aisle 
12,” she said.

Great, now let’s go back there, 
pick up the item and leave. I headed 
for Aisle 12, where Greg was help-
ing another customer. We were right 

back where we started from. 
In this huge cavernous store, no 

hope remained of finding this $3, 
very simple and common item. I 
raised the white flag of surrender 
and left.

The next day I dropped by Lake 
Hardware and had the item in my 
hand within 30 seconds. Lesson 
learned: Bigger isn’t always better.

Round and around we go, searching fruitlessly for a small item in a big-box hardware store
(Continued from Page 1)

Labor Day air travel 
expected to rise 3%
Chicago Tribune (TNS)

Air travel traffic over the Labor 
Day holiday is expected to rise 3 
percent compared with last year, to 
14.2 million passengers, as airlines 
in the U.S. continue to add seats 
and upgrade aircraft during an era 
of industry prosperity and increased 
scrutiny.

During the seven-day Labor Day 
travel period, Sept. 2-8, the industry 
expects 2 million air travelers per 
day, about 59,000 more daily com-
pared with last year. Friday, Sept. 
4, is expected to be the busiest day 
for flying.

The group previously predicted 
an all-time high for summer air 
travel, and numbers so far show the 
industry is on pace to see that, said 
John Heimlich, chief economist for 
Airlines for America, the primary air-
line industry trade group in the U.S.

That strong demand and low fuel 
prices are driving an unusual period 
of prosperity for the airline industry, 
Heimlich said.

He said airlines have finally 
achieved profitability on par with the 
average of other large companies, 
those in the Standard & Poor’s 500 
index.
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sNine County Parks.
sA group campground with air-

conditioned dormitories, cabins, lake 
& bayou fishing, swimming pool & 
wooded trails.

sTwo full-service RV campgrounds 
with air-conditioned cabins, lighted 
fishing areas, covered pavilions, 
playground on the coast.

s23 miles of sandy beaches.
s20 public boat ramps.
sHistorical homes.
sCoastal ecology center.
sBird watching.
sShelling (peak season Dec.-Feb.)
sYear-round Adventure Programs.
sYear-round special events.
Administrative offices
313 W. Mulberry
Angleton, TX. 77515
(979) 864-1541
Brazoria County Parks Director 
Bryan Frazier
Board of Park Commissioners
Chairman: Meta Kirby 
Vice ChairmanL Paul Wofford, Jr.
Secretary: Joyce Peltier
Commissioners: Dorman David-

son, Rex Lloyd, Rebecca Golden, 
Alvie Merrill

SPONSORS
Platinum ($2,000)
BASF Corporation 

Dow Chemical Company
Freeport LNG
Gold ($1,500)

Warehouse Associates (Pirates Alley 
Café, Ocean Village Hotel, Beach 

House Associates)
Silver ($1,000)

Meyerland Custom Home Renovation LLC
Bronze ($500)

DM Petroleum Operations
DSM Nutritional Products Inc.
Kids Way Clinic, Lake Jackson

Town of Quintana
We also thank the many volunteers who help 

clean the beaches, stake out trees and sand 
fencing, lend a hand with programs, and add so 
much to the county’s parks and to our communi-
ties. To become a sponsor, or to volunteer in our 
programs, call (979) 864-1541, or email jamesg 
@brazoria-county.com.

It’s getting to be that time again – the Adopt-A-Beach Fall Clean-up is 
Saturday, Sept. 26.  

While the Texas General Land Office hosts the event at 30 popular 
sites along the coast, we believe our sites and especially our volunteers 
are the BEST in the state! Brazoria County coordinates sites at Surfside 
and Quintana beaches.  

“Sign up now to join forces with thousands of other Texans who care 
about the coast,” said Texas Land Commissioner George P. Bush. “Marine 
debris kills wildlife and hurts tourism, but it’s a problem we can fix. Come 
out and be a part of the solution on Saturday, Sept. 26.”

Each volunteer will be given data cards, gloves, pencils and trash bags. 
All volunteers are advised to wear closed-toe shoes, bring sunscreen and 
plenty of drinking water.  Remember to dress for the weather. The Texas 
General Land Office Adopt-A-Beach Cleanups are held rain or shine!

On-line registration is available at www.texasadoptabeach.org, or vol-
unteers can simply show up by 9 a.m. at one of the two Brazoria County 
registration sites. You’ll need to come by anyway to pick up supplies, 
and we invite volunteers to return to the registration area by noon to turn 
in their paperwork, and enjoy a volunteer beach lunch, provided by our 
sponsors.

This is a great opportunity for student organizations in need of commu-
nity service hours.  

Brazoria County registration sites are:
• For Surfside and beaches east of the Old Brazos River – Stahlman 

Park on Bluewater Highway.  Coordinator is James Glover at (979) 864-
1541 or jamesg@brazoria-county.com.

• For Quintana and Bryan beaches – Quintana Beach County Park next 
to the Quintana Jetty.  Coordinator is Patty Brinkmeyer at (979) 233-1541 
or pattyb@brazoria-county.com.

Fall Adopt-A-Beach Clean-up
Mark Sept. 26 on your calender, and 
help keep our county beaches clean

BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION
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The new boat ramp at Hanson 
Riverside County Park is officially 
open to the public.  The ceremony 
making it official took place on Aug. 
13; the ramp opened unofficially a 
week earlier and has experienced a 
steady stream of visitors.

The ramp is on the San Bernard 
River, south of State Highway 35 
just west of West Columbia. First 
proposed in 1987, the project 
encountered several obstacles and 
delays postponing its construction.  
Serious progress began in 2006, 

when Brazoria County contracted 
TxDOT and TPWD Grants.  The 
new boat ramp provides much-
needed access to the San Bernard 
River between FM 521 (the nearest 
public boat ramp) and the Phillips 
spillway.  

The new boat ramp is functionally 
ready and is open for use, but some 
work remains before we’ll call the 
project truly complete.

  Remaining work includes ero-
sion prevention on the burms and 
bulkheads, construction of an ADA-

compliant ramp to the pier, lighting, 
and installation of bollards around 
the parking areas. 

 This work is budgeted and will 
continue on schedule until every-
thing is complete.

After the ceremony, those in 
attendance were invited on an 
excursion to the Phillips spillway, 
courtesy of Friends of the River 
San Bernard, who provided a pair 
of boats.  A pair of local kayakers 
launched from the new ramp as the 
excursion departed. 

West Brazos Chambers of Commerce, county officials and others turned out on Aug. 13 for the official opening 
and ribbon cutting at the new boat ramp at Hanson Riverside County Park.  

New Hanson Riverside County Park boat ramp opens

Brazoria County Parks Director Bryan Frazier poses with a red-tailed 
hawk from the Gulf Coast Wildlife Rescue Center, during a recent 
session of Kids College at Brazosport College. During Kids College, 
Marissa Arevalo with Lake Jackson Animal Control coordinates 
numerous educational events for attendees. Frazier was a guest 
presenter at Kids College, talking about birds of prey, in particular 
red-tailed hawks, which are the second-largest hawk in North 
America and found commonly throughout Brazoria County.  Because 
of an old injury sustained to one of his wings, this particular hawk 
is flightless and serves as an ambassador for Gulf Coast Wildlife 
Rescue.

Parks director takes hawk to Kids College
BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION
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Schedule of events
Sunday, Sept. 6 - Happy Labor Day!  Enjoy free chili cheese dogs, 

washer tournament, limbo, and more fun at San Luis Pass County Park.  
Registered campers only; for information or reservations, call (979) 233-
6026.

Saturday, Sept. 12, 1-3 p.m.: Basic Field Archery at Resoft County 
Park.  Learn the basics of field archery with instructor Olan Steve.  Equip-
ment provided. To pre-register, call  (281) 581-2319.

Saturday, Sept. 19: Texas Navy Day Celebration.  Celebrate the 
Republic of Texas Navy at Surfside.  Interact with costumed interpreters 
and watch period artillery at work.  Flag-raising at 8 a.m.; infantry drill at 
various times; 10 a.m. cannon school; ceremony at 4 p.m.  For informa-
tion, call (979) 864-1541.

Saturday, Sept. 26: Texas Adopt-A-Beach Fall Clean-Up.  Volunteers 
gather at 9 a.m. in Surfside and Quintana for a general beach clean-up.  
Dress for the weather and bring along some water.  Supplies provided; 
lunch afterward.  For more information, contact James at (979) 864-1541 
(Surfside) or Patty at (979) 233-1461 (Quintana).

Saturday, Oct. 17, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.: Basic Field Archery at Camp 
Mohawk County Park.  Learn the basics of field archery with instructor 
Marvin Hall.  All equipment provided. Space is limited. To pre-register, 
contact Camp Mohawk County Park at (281) 581-2319.

Tuesday, Nov. 3: Stephen F. Austin Birthday Celebration.  Join 
volunteers and students at the Austin Statue at Hwy. 288 and Hwy. 35 for 
a celebration with a guest speaker, historical characters, musket volleys, 
music, and refreshments. Free event sponsored by local groups.  For 
information, call the Department Office at (979) 864-1541.

Thursday, December 31: New Years Eve Party at Quintana Beach 
County Park.  A safe New Year’s Eve Party the whole family can attend.  
Potluck dinner, bingo, and board games begin at 6 p.m.  Registered camp-
ers only.  Contact Quintana Beach County Park at (979) 233-1461. 

Small Watercraft Club.  Join the fun with Brazoria County Parks, Bra-
zoria County 4-H Clubs, and Sea Center Texas as we learn about canoes 
and kayaks.  From basic watercraft safety and skills to short trips on local 
waterways, this club is a good fit for family activity and learning.  For more 
information call (979) 864-1541 or e-mail jamesg@brazoria-county.com. 

The Texas Navy Day Celebration 
returns to Surfside Jetty County 
Park on Saturday, Sept. 19.  

The event features living history 
interpreters from across the state, 
who will train to safely use historic 
artillery.  Local heritage groups, 
museums, and other 
interesting organiza-
tions will have booths 
with plenty of informa-
tion for visitors.  New 
this year, the Fort 
Velasco Chapter, 
Daughters of the 
American Revolution 
will perform a flag 
retirement ceremony.  

Vendor booths will 
offer refreshments 
and souvenirs at 
Surfside’s town hall, 
where the Surfside 
Historical Museum 
also will be open for 
free tours.  The town 
is providing a shuttle 
service between Jetty 
Park and the town hall. 

The event is preceded on Friday 
night by a fundraising dinner and 
auction hosted by the Fort Velasco 
Reconstruction Committee.  For 
information or tickets, call (979) 
417-3233 or e-mail contact@fortvel
asco.org. 

The Texas State Legislature in 
2005 enacted a law to officially 
establish a day to honor the navies 
of the Republic of Texas.  The third 
Saturday of September is set aside 
as Texian Navy Day.  According to 
law, it “shall be observed with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities.”

The purpose of Texas Navy Day 
at Surfside is primarily to commem-
orate the historic Texas Navy on the 
date specified by the Texas State 
Legislature at the site of the navy’s 
original home port and to foster 
public awareness of the history of 
the Texas Navy and “early” Texas 

history in general.  
The annual Texas Navy Day at 

Surfside began in 2011 with a living 
history encampment at Surfside 
Jetty County Park.  The event 
featured costumed re-enactors 
performing musket drill and partici-

pating in a cannon safety school.  
The event has grown to include 
information booths at the park and 
has expanded to vendor booths 
at City Hall, museum tours, and 
a fundraising dinner at Stahlman 
Park.  Texas Navy Day at Surfside 
draws participants and visitors from 
across the state and is hosted by 
the Brazoria County Parks Depart-
ment, the Brazoria Militia, and the 
Village of Surfside Beach.  

History 
The first military action of the 

Texas War for Independence 
took place just outside the port of 
Velasco, now Surfside, in Septem-
ber of 1835.  The armed sloop San 
Felipe engaged the Mexican brig 
Correo in a running battle.  The 
Correo was blockading ports along 
the Texas coast and had attempted 
to capture the San Felipe just hours 
before the battle began.  Early on 
the second day of action, the Correo 

surrendered to the Texian com-
mander.

As hostilities escalated, the 
provisional government of Texas 
authorized selected privately-owned 
vessels to harass enemy shipping.  
Several of these vessels, priva-

teers, operated 
out of the port 
of Velasco.  By 
December 1835, 
ships of the 
newly-founded 
Texas Navy sailed 
out of the home 
port of Velasco.  
The Texas Navy, 
totaling four ships, 
was instrumental 
in preventing 
supplies and 
reinforcements 
from reaching 
Santa Anna’s 
army while on its 
Texas Campaign.  
The navy’s home 

port remained at Velasco until 
the summer of 1836, when it was 
moved to the new naval yard at 
Galveston. 

That same summer, General 
Santa Anna signed the Treaty of 
Velasco, which ended the War for 
Texas Independence. The signing 
took place near Fort Velasco.

A crew of Sea Scouts train on a muzzle-loading cannon during 
Texas Navy Day. This group came from Baytown to learn about 
cannon safety.  They participate in events from Texas to Alabama.

Texas Navy Day  Celebration set for Sept. 19 in Surfside
BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Tie with a cord
5 Acute anxiety
10 Miss from Madrid: Abbr.
14  Texter’s “That being said ...”
15 Get on the phone, say
16 Lustful look
17 *Miracle Mets center fielder
19 “If all __ fails ...’’
20 Weed whacker
21 Friskies eater

22 “Your choice”
24 Skip over in pronunciation
26 *Creator of Daffy and Bugs
28 Nevada gambling city
29 __ for the course
31 Variety show
32 Dressing component
36 Nav. rank
37 *”Songs About Me” country 
singer
39 Dashboard meas.

41 Unsettled detail
42 Island near Venezuela
44 Mexican mama bear
45 Official records
49 *He voiced Buzz Lightyear in 
“Toy Story”
52 European toast
53 Come by
54 Fraternal club member
56 CCV x X
57 Roughly
58 *Three-time Super Bowl-winning 
Cowboys quarterback
61 Dumbfound
62 Wished (for)
63 Odometer unit
64 Pajama parts
65 Line in a ledger
66 Fret

DOWN
1 Pester
2 Peter of “Goodbye, Mr. Chips” 
(1969)
3 Chinese noodle dish
4 Unit of resistance
5 Bay __: Oakland’s locale
6 Tidy
7 Joke
8 Bad thing to make in public
9 Bad thing to get at work
10 Record protector
11 Takes over for
12 Trial in simulated conditions
13 “You __ My Sunshine”
18 Skating surface
23 Large game fish
25 Way in
26 High-level betrayal
27 “You betcha!”
29 __ de gallo: salsa fresca
30 Chevy hatchback
33 [I don’t remember the words]
34 Laudatory poems
35 Swedish furniture giant
37 Good sign from Ebert
38 Fargo’s state: Abbr.
39 Yoga class 
rental
40 Before
43 They’re waved by conductors
46 Say “I do,” say
47 Husk-wrapped Mexican dish, 
and when divided in three parts, a 
hint to the answers to starred clues
48 Never seen before
50 Supple
51 Scandal-
plagued energy giant
52 Enjoy the slopes
54 Watcher
55 Title for Godiva
57 East, to Ernst
59 Make a choice
60 Metric distances: Abbr.
(c)2015 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
PERU   CUBA  EGYPT  CHINA  CHILE  HAITI  POLAND
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: WHISK  GLEAM  SONATA  CAMPUS
Answer: Easy to do with your neighbors when you build a swimming pool -- MAKE A “SPLASH”

Tribune Content Agency
ARIES (March 21-April 19): 

Spontaneous acts that spring from 
a sincere desire to please will warm 
your heart. Relationships take a 
turn for the better this week, so 
enjoy more peace and understand-
ing with loved ones and friends.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Get 
up to speed. Let your mind race 
ahead and visualize tasks, projects, 
or desires in advance so it’s easier 
to act quickly when necessary. 
You’re at your best when paired 
with like-minded people in the week 
to come.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Take 
action when action is called for. As 
this week unfolds, you’ll be driven 
to make your dreams a reality. This 
may be the perfect time to begin an 
exercise regimen or start an artistic 
or creative project.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): You 

won’t win unless you enter the race. 
Someone may offer a challenge in 
the week ahead that encourages 
you to work harder than usual. If 
you’re willing to be a strong team-
mate, more will be accomplished.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): With 
energetic Mars traveling through 
your sign, you’re fearless about 
getting your way. You refuse to be 
a mere bystander when you see 
an unfair situation. Take dynamic 
action when faced by a challenge in 
the week ahead.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Stir 
things up. If one thing won’t work, 
another will. This is a good week to 
test out new theories and experi-
ment. Your claim to fame might be 
built on the ability to lead others 
and serve as a role model.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 
You sometimes find it difficult to 
compete because you fear hurting 
someone’s feelings. However, to 
achieve important objectives, it may 
be necessary to fight for the lead 
and charge ahead in the week to 
come.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): You 
deserve to have your fair share. 
Others might camouflage their 
true purpose behind a veneer of 

social niceties in the week ahead. 
Don’t be bashful about insisting on 
fairness and reciprocity in every 
transaction.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Take your cues from people 
with educated opinions. It’s wise to 
be skeptical of anything that seems 
to be too good to be true. Ask for a 
referral to a friend of a friend if you 
need guidance or advice this week.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Opportunities for improvement 
are created when problems are 
presented for you to solve. Each 
small challenge you face in the 
week ahead will help you develop 
and overcome your most obvious 
weaknesses.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
You have a knack for getting things 
accomplished in the week ahead. 
Even the strongest competition will 
respect you because you deal fairly 
with everyone. Apply logic to make 
a useful purchase.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Put forth the extra effort. You can 
make your fondest dreams come 
true if you add a little elbow grease 
to your imagination. Hook up with 
someone who can help you widen 
your horizons in the week ahead.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

Bulletin  Horoscope
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