
I had that machine for years 
before I was able to switch to voice 
mail for a few more dollars each 
month. It was a lot more convenient.

The only problem I encountered 
with this gadget was that because 
its function was work- related, it 

kept break-
ing on Friday 
afternoons.

I encountered 
the same prob-
lem with the first 
cellphone I had, 
the Motorola 
brick phone. 
No telling how 

many X-rays went through my head 
using that contraption.

That phone was really boring. 
It was just a phone. There was no 
screen, only a digital read-out of the 
number calling or dialed.

There was no texting, calendar, 
camera. data access, games, 
music, video. But, it was better than 
looking for a payphone.

Thinking back, I don’t know how 
we survived those days.

And, since that Motorola cell-
phone was used for work-related 
matters also, it kept malfunctioning 
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I hate switching cellphones 
because it’s a hassle to load 
everything into the new one, I 
told a friend recently.

A few days later, my cellphone 
stopped charging. I don’t 
know why. I went on 
the Internet 
machine 
to try to 
find a 
solution, 
but none 
of the 
suggestions 
worked.

I kept chang-
ing the batteries 
out for a while 
because I really like 
the phone. I got it over 
two years ago, and I know 
where all the buttons are.

I like new gadgets, but when 
it comes to cellphones, I just 
want to use it and not re-learn 
it every time I get a new one. It 
takes too much time, I told the 
friend. I’ll stick with what I have.

Except, it would not charge the 
battery.

We have become very spoiled 
by cellphones. Some of us younger 
ones (not me) don’t even remember 
life without cellphones. I have a hard 
time thinking back that far.

But, there was a time without 
cellphones, when we relied on land 

lines and beepers. Many people 
carried beepers on their 

belts. The rest of us just 
made calls or received 

them whenever we 
were at our phones.

And many of 
us who could 

not stand the 
thought 
of miss-
ing a call 
connected 
our land 
lines to 

very expen-
sive tele-

phone answering 
machines. They played 

a cassette recording of our 
outgoing messages, and another 
cassette recorded the messages left 
by callers.

I could access mine remotely with 
an awkward-looking beeper that 
played back messages.

RAMBLINGS

(Continued on Page 5)

US job openings  
at highest level in 
over a decade
By Alejandro Davila Fragoso
McClatchy Washington Bureau (MCT)

WASHINGTON — Job openings 
in June reached the highest number 
in 13 years, while hiring showed 
levels not seen since early 2008, 
according to a Bureau of Labor Stat-
ics report.

The report came about a month 
after another BLS report showed that 
unemployment dipped to 6.1 percent 
in June — the best rate since 
September 2008 — suggesting that 
the American economy is distancing 
itself from the great recession.

“The economy is definitely starting 
to gain some steam,” said Jordan 
Levine, the director of economic 
research at Beacon Economics, a 
California consulting firm.

There were 4.67 million job open-
ings in June, up more than 750,000 
over June 2013. The last time there 
were that many openings was in 
April 2001, although the months in 
2007 and 2006 were consistently 
close to this year’s high.

Hiring also increased from a 
year ago. Over 4.8 million people 
were hired in June, compared with 

Sweeny ISD’s Petrochemical Adademy
Phillips 66, Chevron Phillips 

Chemical Company LP, and the 
Sweeny Independent School District 
have announced their support in the 
creation of a petrochemical academy 
in Sweeny

Phillips 66 and Chevron Phil-
lips Chemical are making an initial 
combined contribution of $1.6 million 
to the academy as part of their con-
tinued commitment to education and 
workforce development initiatives in 
the communities where they operate. 

This occupational education 
program will allow students the 
opportunity to take dual credit col-
lege courses while attending high 

school.
“I believe that the significant sup-

port from Phillips 66 and Chevron 
Phillips Chemical in developing our 
petrochemical academy relates well 
with the intent of House Bill 5 in 
that it will assist the district in pre-
paring students to be career-ready,” 
states Randy Miksch, superinten-
dent of the Sweeny ISD. “Being 
able to offer dual credit courses in 
process technology, instrumenta-
tion, millwright, pipefitting and 
welding will help students gain cer-
tifications and advancement to an 
associate degree, which in turn will 

Phillips 66, CP Chem contribute $1.6 million
Brazosport Rotary Shrimp Boil Aug. 23

The 53rd annual Brazosport Rotary Shrimp Boil will be held on 
Saturday, Aug. 23, at Freeport Municipal Park.

The event will be from 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. and will feature 
mounds of boiled shrimp and side dishes, served by Rotary mem-
bers, for those purchasing tickets. There also will be a washers 
tournament, children’s rides and live and 
silent auctions.

There will be a 2014 Honda Accord or 
equivalent car raffled as a grand prize.

Live music will be provided by Jackson 
Avenue and 4-Barrel Ramblers.

The Rotary helps many area community 
groups with funds raised.

To donate or become a sponsor, con-
tact Scott Ferry at (979) 299-9821, or email 
scott.apexmetal@gmail.com. 

                                  SEE AD ON PAGE 7
(Continued on Page 4)
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       L E G A L  N O T I C E
Application has been made 

with the Texas Alcoholic 
Beverage Commission for a 
Mixed Beverage Restaurant 
Permit with FB, Food and 
Beverage Certificate,  and 
Beverage Cartage Permit, by 
Audra Carol Robinson, oper-
ating as Asiel’s, to be located 
at 330 N. Dixie Drive, Suite G, 
Clute, Brazoria County, Texas. 

       L E G A L  N O T I C E
Application has been made 

with the Texas Alcoholic 
Beverage Commission for a 
Beer Retail Dealer’s On-Prem-
ise License ( BE ) by Mark 
Allen Friudenberg, operating 
as Captain Mark’s Bastrop 
Marina, to be located at 4515 
Trammel Street Freeport, 
Brazoria County, Texas. Mark 
Allen Friudenberg, Individual 
Owner.

1. “Best Mistake,” Ariana Grande
2. “All About That Bass,” Meghan 

Trainor
3. “Bang Bang,” Jessie J, Ariana 

Grande & Nicki Minaj
4. “Break Free,” Ariana Grande
5. “Rude,” MAGIC!
6. “Stay With Me,” Sam Smith
7. “Rather Be,” Clean Bandit
8. “Burnin’ It Down,” Jason Aldean
9. “Chandelier,” Sia
10. “Problem,” Ariana Grande

Top 10 songs on the 
iTunes Store

McClatchy-Tribune News Service (MCT)
1. Divergent — Lions Gate
2. Noah —Paramount
3. Heaven Is For Real — Sony
4. Bad Words — Universal
5. God’s Not Dead — Pure Flix
6. The LEGO Movie — Warner

7. Need For Speed — BVHE
8. 300: Rise of an Empire 

— Warner
9. Tyler Perry’s The Single 

Moms Club — Lions Gate
10. Non-Stop — Universal

 Top 10 DVD rentals at Redbox

  SO, WHAT WE HAVE HERE IS A SIMPLE MISUNDERSTANDING: A 
man was about to get married in the town of Miraflores, Peru, when two 
burly female relatives of his ex-girlfriend burst into the wedding hall and 
proceeded to beat on his head and back while screaming at him. They 
dragged him out to the parking lot where the ex-girlfriend awaited, and 
she joined in the beating along with her mother aunts and sisters. The ex 
claims he was still her man, but he says they were separated and that he 
“was starting a new life.”

WE FEEL HE MAY NOT BE SUITABLE FOR A SALES POSITION: 
A teenager stole two tracksuits from a sporting goods store in Aber-
deen, Scotland, after he had filled out an application for a job there that 
included his name and address. Police had no trouble locating him. A 
store official said it is “highly unlikely” that he will be hired.

YES, MUCH CLOSER, WE CAN SEE THAT: In order to pay for an 
expensive “fairytale wedding,” a couple in Cheshire, England, has been 
filming their sexual activities and offering the movies for sale. So far they 
have raised $2,000. The man said the experience “has brought us closer 
together.”

I JUST KNOW THE CONVICTS NEED ME: A 67-year-old Pennsylva-
nia woman got so drunk that she went to the Cumberland County Prison 
and demanded to be arrested “so she could help the prisoners.” Admis-
sion to the facility was denied.

WHEN SHE LEFT THE PARTY, SHE INSISTED SHE WAS OK TO 
DRIVE: An intoxicated, naked 23-year-old woman was arrested after 
she crashed her SUV into three parked vehicles early in the morning in 
Council Bluffs, Iowa.
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Deal of the week: Inexpensive advertising that works is our specialty. 
Call (979) 849-5407 and see for yourself.

Baseball stats not 
always useful

Q.  Baseball fans, are you a 
sabermetrician? Have you got a 
taste for the alphabet soup of sta-
tistics being served up in baseball 
these days?

A.  Historically, the holy trinity 
of baseball stats has been AVG 
(batting average), HR (home runs) 
and RBI (runs batted in), says 
Steve Mirsky in “Scientific Ameri-
can” magazine.  Now we also have 
“sabermetrics,” a term from legend-
ary stat man Bill James, combin-
ing “metrics” with an acronym for 
the Society for American Baseball 
Research.  The term includes statis-
tical measures such as OBP, OPS, 
UZR and WAR to help evaluate 
player and team performance and 
front office strategy.  “Sadly,” Mirsky 
jokes, “sabermetrics does not refer 
to exactly how far down onto his 
sword a general manager has to fall 
if his team underperforms.”

The movie “Moneyball” pitched to 
a large general audience OBP (“on-
base percentage”), meaning “hits 
plus walks divided by plate appear-
ances” because, as the old baseball 
adage goes, “A walk is as good as 
a hit.”  But this cannot be true when 
the hit is a home run, even though 
the homer counts only like a single 
for batting average.

A popular way to measure hitting 
now is OPS (“on-base plus slugging 
percentage”), which gives more 
weight to power and hence to scor-

ing.  UZR (“ultimate zone rating”) is 
used to measure defense but has 
been criticized for its inconsistency.  

WAR (“wins above replacement”) 
purports to figure the number of 
wins a player adds to his team’s 
total over that of his replacement.  
“What is it good for? Perhaps not 
absolutely nothing, but less than it 
may appear,” Mirsky quips.  More 
broadly, as another observer put it, 
“I do not think these baseball stats 
mean what you think they mean.”

Red-dwarf planets 
could be like Earth

Q.  Several hundred billion stars 
make up our galaxy, though some 
70 percent of them -- so-called red 
dwarfs -- are much smaller and 
dimmer than our Sun.  Does that 
also dim our prospects of one day 
finding extraterrestrial life?

A.  Not necessarily, argues Har-
vard astronomer John A. Johnson 
in “Physics Today” magazine.  
Although red dwarfs are cooler than 
the Sun, with surface temperatures 
about half as much, surveys indi-
cate that they are quite likely to be 
surrounded by Earth-sized planets.  

Furthermore, these planets tend 
to orbit close-in, warm enough to be 
inside the “habitable zone” where 
liquid water can exist.  Indeed, 
calculations by graduate student 
Courtney Dressing suggest that one 
Earth-sized habitable-zone planet 
exists for every two red dwarfs, 
implying more than a hundred billion 

life-candidate planets in the Milky 
Way!  And red dwarfs live much, 
much longer than stars like our Sun.

In many respects, the study of 
Earth-sized planets orbiting red 
dwarfs is easier than for Sun-like 
stars.  It is tantalizing that the James 
Webb Space Telescope (launch 
planned for 2018) will be able 
to measure the chemistry of the 
atmospheres of nearby red-dwarf 
planets, providing direct evidence 
for or against the presence of life.

Strong hair
Q.  Regarding load-bearing locks, 

who’s that surprising new Rapun-
zel?

A.  Very well might be YOU, 
according to the Library of 
Congress, says “Mental Floss” 
magazine.  Hair isn’t just the stuff 
of fairy tales.  Going by testing, 
every strand of human hair is 
strong enough to hold 3.5 ounces.  
And since the average head has 
between 100,000 and 150,000 
hairs, that computes to a human 
mane potentially supporting 150,000 
times 3.5 (ounces) divided by 16 
(ounces per pound) divided by 2000 
(pounds per ton).  Thus, your final 
figure is over 16 tons!  “But don’t 
start lifting anvils with your French 
braid just yet. It takes only an ounce 
of force to pluck a hair from your 
scalp.  So while you could throw 
down your tresses the next time a 
dashing prince tries to rescue you, 
you’d be better off pointing him to a 
stepladder.”

(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)
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on Friday afternoons. Must have been a software glitch.
Those were the good old days, when things were simple. Changing 

phones was no big deal.
If I could get this phone to charge its battery, that would take care of it. No 

need to buy another. But it will not charge.
I walked into the store and looked at the fancy new phones. I knew which 

one to buy, but I was a reluctant customer because I don’t want to fool with 
all that switch-over mess.

The clerk was great. I am tech-savvy, and this guy knew his stuff. He also 
knew something that I missed.

With a Google account, everything is synchronized on Google Drive. I use 
it to save important data, but I didn’t know that it also knew which apps I use.

Within minutes the new phone was like the old phone, nothing missing. 
Wow. What will they think of next?

Postscript: The old phone started charging again.

(Continued from Page 1)
New phone sparks old memories

benefit the students and industry. It is our hope that these educational and 
internship opportunities will help us produce highly qualified career-ready 
future employees for both Phillips 66 and Chevron Phillips Chemical.”

Enacted by the Texas Legislature during the 83rd session, House Bill 5 
made substantial changes to the state’s curriculum and graduation require-
ments, assessment program and accountability system. A key component 
of the legislation allows college preparatory courses to be offered for dual 
credit, helping to ensure students get an early start on both college and 
career.

The $1.6 million combined contribution to this initiative by Phillips 66 and 
Chevron Phillips Chemical will support the purchase of equipment, building 
renovations, and scholarships for juniors and seniors enrolled in Sweeny ISD 
and surrounding school systems. Subsequent contributions will be made in 
coming years to help cover ongoing maintenance and operation costs and 
additional equipment.

“We have significant growth plans for our operations in this region, so 
it’s exciting to know that students who enroll in classes at the academy will 
gain college-level skills before they even graduate high school,” states Willie 
Tempton, manager of the Phillips 66 Sweeny Refinery. “That means a well-
trained workforce for industry in our area and good paying jobs for young 
Texans looking for a career right here at home.”

“We see this academy as the beginning of bolstering a pipeline of petro-
chemical talent in our area,” states Wayne McDowell, manager of Chevron 
Phillips Chemical’s Sweeny Plant. “This includes talent to construct and 
operate our U.S. Gulf Coast Petrochemicals Project, which is expected to 
create 200 long-term jobs as well as 5,000 construction and engineering jobs 
locally.”

(Continued from Page 1)
Sweeny ISD’s Petrochemical Academy

McClatchy-Tribune News Service (MCT)
Question: I pay my monthly 

premium directly to my Medicare 
prescription drug plan provider. Why 
can’t I also pay my income-related 
monthly adjustment amount directly 
to my Medicare prescription drug 
plan provider?

Answer: By law, we must deduct 
your income-related monthly adjust-

ment amount from your Social 
Security payments. If the amount 
you owe is more than the amount 
of your payment, or you don’t get 
monthly payments, you will get a 
separate bill from another federal 
agency, such as the Centers for 
Medicare & Medicaid Services or 
the Railroad Retirement Board. 
Read our publication, “Medicare 

Premiums: Rules for Higher-Income 
Beneficiaries,” for an idea of what 
you can expect to pay. You’ll find it 
at www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs .

(This column was prepared by 
the Social Security Administration. 
For fast answers to specific Social 
Security questions, contact Social 
Security toll-free at 800-772-1213 or 
visit www.socialsecurity.gov.)

Social Security: Making Medicare payments for drug plan
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about 4.4 million at the same time 
last year. These are the best hiring 
figures since February 2008, when 
the great recession was in its early 
stages and Lehman Brothers, the 
financing giant, was still operating.

“It really is a growth spread 
across most sectors, including 
some of the higher wage, higher 
skill sector — like the professional, 
scientific, technical — to the kind of 
lower skilled, lower waged jobs in 
things like retail and trade,” Levine 
said.

Most sectors have hired and 
offered more jobs in June from a 
year ago, the report shows. How-
ever, the construction industry still 
lags. In June 2013 there were about 
131,000 jobs openings in construc-
tion. This June the number dropped 
to 127,000. Hiring follows a similar 

trend
“A year ago today we probably 

had 40 employees,” said Wesley 
Splawn, the vice president of LPC 
Construction, in Yuma, Ariz., said 
in a phone interview. “Now we only 
have about 10.”

Since the market crash of 2008, 
his company has had to reorga-
nize, he said, and it went from 
having construction crews to doing 
mostly project management. Yet 
Splawn said they now “are seeing 
a turnaround, a little bit, as far as 
construction goes.”

Tenant improvements and road 
work have picked up, he said, 
noting that new construction has 
improved just faintly in Yuma, the 
county with the highest unemploy-
ment in the nation.

“The big picture I see in this 
report is that the labor market 

is recovering really slowly,” said 
Robert Blecker, a professor of 
economics at American University 
in Washington. He noted that “the 
overall numbers are still just creep-
ing along” and the government isn’t 
doing much hiring.

“We ought to be hiring more 
people in the public sector,” said 
Blecker, who thinks that heavy 
government budget cuts have taken 
a toll on economic growth.

Levine, meanwhile, thinks that to 
finally move on from the greatest 
recession of this generation, con-
struction needs to pick up. However, 
the country’s trade deficit needs to 
improve, as well, he said.

“The global economy hasn’t 
rebounded as strongly as we’ve 
seen in the U.S., and that means 
our exports haven’t grown as much 
as what we’d like to see,” he said.

American job openings rise to highest level in 13 years
(Continued from Page 1)

ACC nursing receives Comptroller grant
The Alvin Community College Nursing program received a $231,704 

from the Texas Comptroller’s Office to help fund equipment to be used in 
healthcare simulations.

 The Jobs and Education for Texans (JET) Advisory Board approved 
approximately $5 million in grants to help public junior colleges and 
technical institutes purchase technical training equipment. Grants were 
awarded to 16 applicants following a review process.

 Some items that will be purchased include human patient simulators, 
such as SimMan 3G and SimMan Essential.

 “The use of simulation in education is not new and continues to 
evolve,” said  Dr. Debbi Fontenot, Nursing director at ACC. “Nursing 
faculty are able to provide realistic healthcare scenarios that students 
may not otherwise get a chance to experience during the clinical rota-
tion. These scenarios may be as basic as caring for a patient following 
surgery, to a maternity patient hemorrhaging, or a patient experiencing a 
heart attack. The nursing students must assess the patient and intervene 
appropriately. The students report simulations are incredibly stressful, but 
great learning opportunities.”

 Texas Comptroller Susan Combs said the Jobs and Education for 
Texans grants are an important component in training students for the 
workforce.

 “These grants will help students get hands-on training in a range of 
occupations that are vital to the state’s continuing prosperity,” Texas 
Comptroller Susan Combs said. “We have diverse economic sectors that 
require technical skills for which our workforce needs to be trained. The 
grants approved today cover equipment in programs, such as the oil and 
gas sector, manufacturing, healthcare and mechanics.”

 Since its inception, the JET Job Building Fund has issued $26.7 million 
through 118 grant awards. 
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Russian food import ban means lower chicken prices here 
By Christopher Seward
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution (MCT)

Consumers around the country 
may pay less for chicken in the 
coming months now that Russia 
has banned imports of the fowl and 
other U.S. agricultural products in 
what has become a trade war with 
the U.S. and its allies.

Tom Hensley, president of Fiel-
dale Farms in northeast Georgia, 
said the thousands of metric tons 
of dark meat leg quarters that 
make up of the largest share of 
poultry exports to Russia will now 
have to be consumed in the U.S., 
and that will drive prices lower.

Producers, on the other hand, 
will feel the pinch.

“It’s going to have an impact on 
us of several hundred thousand 
dollars, and the industry (impact) 
will be in the millions of dollars. So 
it’s going to hurt, not doubt about 
it,” Hensley said.

Russia’s immediate, one-year 
ban follows U.S. trade sanctions 
related to the Ukraine conflict 
and the downing of a Malaysian 
airliner. The ban also covers pork, 

fish, dairy products, vegetables, 
fruits and nuts.

Poultry is Georgia’s largest 
agricultural export to Russia, and 
it’s the area that will be hit hardest 
by the sanctions.

Georgia poultry exports to 
Russia have declined over the 
years, which should soften any 
blow, according to state Agriculture 
Commissioner Gary Black.

Today, only about 7 percent 
of Georgia poultry products are 
shipped to Russia, down from 
several times that amount two 
decades ago, a reduction also 
reflected in U.S. poultry exports to 
Russia.

Black said Georgia poultry pro-
ducers, who sold about $55 million 
in poultry to Russia last year, have 
been finding other markets and are 
becoming less reliant on sales to 
the country.

“We are certainly disappointed 
anytime we lose a customer, even 
if it is temporarily,” Black said. 
Georgia’s total global exports 
hit $37.6 billion last year, up 4 
percent, according to the Georgia 

Department of Economic Develop-
ment. Georgia led all other U.S. 
states in the export of meat and 
edible offal of poultry.

Black said the state’s poultry 
producers can adjust production 
to help offset the loss of business, 
but he added “it’s way too early to 
speculate about that,” the commis-
sioner said.

Hensley said Russia is produc-
ing more of its chicken products 
and had been getting imports from 
European Union countries before 
they, too, were slapped with sanc-
tions.



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   August 19, 2014    THE BULLETIN  Page 7

Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Even young children can understand 
much about God

My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Q: I’ve been asked to teach a class for 6-year-olds in our church, but 
I wonder if I’ll just be wasting my time. I love kids and all that, but aren’t 
they too young to learn anything about God? - Mrs. C.M.

A: No, they aren’t too young to learn about God at all. They may not 
be able to learn everything about God, but they can learn something, and 
that should be a great encouragement to you.

Do you remember Jesus’ reaction when His disciples tried to keep 
some children away from Him? The Bible says He was indignant, and 
then went out of His way to welcome them. He rebuked the disciples: “Let 
the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom 
of God belongs to such as these” (Mark 10:14). Their desire to be with 
Jesus and their child-like faith, Jesus was saying, should be an example 
to us.

Ask God to show you if He wants you to accept this responsibility, and 
if He does, do it with all your heart. Pray for the children in your class... 
ask God to help you teach them simple stories from the Bible... and be an 
example to them of God’s love and patience. Just as Jesus welcomed the 
little children who came to Him, so you can welcome them in His name, 
helping them know God is real, and that He loves them.

You may never know the results of what you’ll do, but that doesn’t 
matter. I suspect my own Sunday School teachers shook their heads in 
despair at my restlessness! But God used them to plant seeds, seeds of 
faith in Christ, that would later sprout and bear fruit. May God bless you 
and use you to do the same with these children. 

Judge rules that Sherlock Holmes is now in the public domain, but author’s estate wants royalties
By Carolyn Kellogg
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

If the last thing keeping you from 
writing Sherlock Holmes fan fiction 
were the licensing fees, wait no 
longer. A judge has ruled that Sher-
lock and the familiar elements of 
his stories are in the public domain 
and, in a strongly worded opinion, 
criticized the Arthur Conan Doyle 
estate for its practices.

It’s the third time an American 
judge has found in favor of the case 
brought by Holmes scholar Leslie 
Klinger in 2013 — in this instance, 
awarding him legal fees.

Conan Doyle published his first 
Sherlock Holmes story in 1887, 
which is well within the public 
domain. His last story with the 
famous detective appeared in 1923; 
due to special circumstances, his 
last 10 stories are to remain under 

copyright protection until 2022-23.
The Conan Doyle estate has 

maintained that people who create 
stories featuring the character must 
pay a licensing fee, based on the 
copyright of the last stories.

Enter Klinger and “In the Com-
pany of Sherlock Holmes,” the 
pending anthology he coedited 
with Laurie R. King. The anthology, 
coming from Pegasus, collects new 
stories inspired by (and includ-
ing) Sherlock Holmes from writers 
Michael Connelly, Cornelia Funke, 
Harlan Ellison, Jeffery Deaver, Sara 
Paretsky and more.

The Conan Doyle estate con-
tacted publisher Pegasus and 
implied that if it weren’t paid a 
licensing fee, it would take steps to 
block the book’s distribution.

Klinger brought suit against 
the estate, arguing that Sherlock 

Holmes and the other familiar 
elements of his stories — sidekick 
Dr. Watson, nemesis Moriarty, the 
famous lodgings at 221B Baker 
Street — should be free to use. 
“Sherlock Holmes belongs to the 
world,” Klinger wrote on his Free 
Sherlock website.

First U.S. District Judge Ruben 
Castillo found in favor of Klinger. 
That was in December; in June, 
Seventh Circuit Judge Richard 
Posner rejected an appeal by the 
Conan Doyle estate, siding with 
Klinger.

Now, Posner has issued an 
opinion awarding Klinger more than 
$69,000 in legal fees (Klinger, an 
attorney, was respresented by Jona-
than Kirsch; both have contributed 
book reviews to the Los Angeles 
Times). Posner sharply criticized 
the business practices of the Conan 

Doyle estate, calling them “disrepu-
table.”

“The Doyle estate’s business 
strategy is plain: charge a modest 
license fee for which there is 
no legal basis, in the hope that 
the ‘rational’ writer or publisher 

asked for the fee will pay it rather 
than incur a greater cost, in legal 
expenses, in challenging the legality 
of the demand. The strategy had 
worked ... only Klinger (so far as we 
know) resisted,” Posner wrote in his 
opinion.
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Why is defensive 
driving a good deal?

So, you got a ticket. Now what?
Should you pay it, or should you 

take a defensive driving course?
While you may not like the idea of 

sitting in a defensive driving class for 
six hours, the reality is that defensive 
driving is the cheapest way to get rid 
of a traffic violation ticket.

Plus, by taking defensive driving, 
you also will earn a certificate that 
will decrease the liability portion of 
your car insurance by 10 percent for 
the next three years. Plus, there will 
not be any points attached to your 
license.

A defensive driving class like 
Stand-Up Defensive Driving at 
Brazos Mall in Lake Jackson, or at 
TGI Friday’s in Sugarland, makes you 
a better, more careful and consider-
ate driver. By keeping your attention 
through comedy and integrating 
entertainment into the curriculum, you 
are subjected to a continuing educa-
tion driving course that refreshes the 
rules of the road.

You’ll even learn about how laws 
of physics control what happens to 
you in a car crash, and how you can 
use these laws to avoid the crash 
altogether.

If you become a safer driver, 
chances are that you will be able to 
steer around accidents or stop your 
car safely before crashing. If you can 
do that by following a few defensive 
driving pointers, you will not file an 
insurance claim because you will not 
crash your car.

Saving 10 percent on insurance for 
the next three years is your reward 
for choosing defensive driving rather 
than paying the ticket. Once you 
complete the course and receive your 
certifi- cate, the ticket does not count. 
You also will not be allotted 2 points 
on your license for a moving violation 
or 3 points for a crash.

By law, you can take defensive 
driving once every 12 months to 
dismiss a ticket. However, once you 
complete a Stand-Up Defensive 
driving course, we hope that we 
won’t see you for another three 
years, when renewing your insurance 
discount certificate.

Call (979) 299-1000 for the Lake 
Jackson school inside Brazos Mall. 
Scheduled classes are Tues/Wed 6-9 
p.m. Sat. 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

Established in 1998
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The Accreditation Commission for Education in Nursing announced that 
it reaffirmed the accreditation for the Alvin Community College Associate 
Degree Nursing program on Aug. 1.

The accreditation will continue for the next eight years. It was last 
approved for accreditation in 2006.

ACEN affirmed the accreditation after a site visit to the college in February. 
The review included a self-study report, a report on the site visit, a review 
of the college catalog as well as a recommendation from the commission’s 
program evaluators and evaluation review panel.

“The ADN program faculty should be commended for this high rating,” 
ACC Nursing director Dr. Debbi Fontenot said. “Writing the self-study, 
preparing for, and participating in the site visit took a tremendous amount of 
effort; all done, while continuing full teaching loads.”

ACEN plans to review the accreditation reaffirmation again in the spring of 
2022. The ACC program was first accredited by ACEN in 1982.

For more information about the Nursing program, call (281) 756-5630 or 
visit www.alvincollege.edu/ADN.

ACC nursing program reaccredited

Is Hollywood’s summer slump finally coming to end as August releases hit theaters?
By Josh Rottenberg
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

Godzilla couldn’t do it. Spidey 
couldn’t do it. Tom Cruise couldn’t 
do it. In the end, history may show 
that it took the combined forces of a 
gun-toting space raccoon, a talking 
tree and four crime-fighting turtles 
to finally break Hollywood’s Great 
Summer Slump of 2014. 

Since early May, the box office 
news has been almost unremit-
tingly grim, and entering this month 
overall domestic grosses for the 
year were running a whopping 20 
percent behind last year. On studio 
lots across Los Angeles, hands 
were being wrung and sweat was 
being mopped from brows.

Now, following the impressive 
debuts of Marvel’s “Guardians of 
the Galaxy” and perhaps even more 
surprisingly, Paramount’s “Teen-
age Mutant Ninja Turtles,” there’s 
a sense, or at least a hope, that 
Hollywood may finally be getting its 
mojo back. “Guardians” marked the 
highest-ever opening for an August 
release with $94 million, while 
“Turtles” cowabunga-ed expecta-
tions by pulling in $65 million in its 
first weekend.

With these back-to-back hits — 
which follow on the heels of strong 
performances for the simian sequel 
“Dawn of the Planet of the Apes” 
and the Scarlett Johansson action 
film “Lucy” — Hollywood seems 
to be pulling out of its protracted 
tailspin. In the last two weeks, the 
year-to-year deficit has been cut 
from 20% back to 16.5%, hardly 
cause for a ticker-tape parade but 
certainly a step in the right direction.

“”When people go to the movies, 
they go to more movies, so it’s 
important that a lot of movies work,” 
Megan Colligan, Paramount’s 
president of domestic marketing and 
distribution.” “It’s a good thing for 
the business.” 

The fact that Hollywood has seen 
a sudden uptick in the box office 
during August comes as a surprise. 
The month has long had a reputa-
tion as a kind of cinematic island 
of misfit toys stranded between the 
shiny blockbusters of the earlier 
summer and the prestigious awards 
bait of the fall. For film lovers, it can 
feel, along with the pre-Oscar dol-
drums of January, like a wasteland.

Conventional thinking has long 
held that August is generally a 
slow time for moviegoing: Kids are 
at camp; families are off on trips; 
parents are minding household 
budgets in anticipation of back-to-
school shopping; and audiences as 
a whole are fatigued from all of the 
tent-pole spectacules of May, June, 
and July. What better time, then, 
for Hollywood to quietly dispose of 
some of its nuclear runoff?

But in recent years that prevailing 
wisdom — which may never have 
made a ton of sense to begin with 
(for one thing, America isn’t France, 
where everyone goes on vacation 
simultaneously) — has started to 
fade. The past few years have seen 
August releases such as “Inglorious 
Basterds,” “Lee Daniels’ The Butler,” 
“Rise of the Planet of the Apes,” and 
“The Help” break out and succeed 
critically and commercially.

This August is likely to accelerate 
the process. Whereas from 2008 

to 2013, no August release opened 
above $55 million, so far this month 
two films have broken $65 million in 
their first weekends.

“August is no longer the loss 
leader,” said Paul Dergarabedian, 
senior media analyst for the enter-
tainment data firm Rentrak. “It’s 
becoming a prime month to release 
movies and a new land of opportu-

nity for films to perform at the box 
office.”

Looking ahead, the rest of August 
promises a wide mix of films, includ-
ing bigger movies like “Sin City: A 
Dame to Kill For,” the action sequel 
“The Expendables 3” and the YA 
adaptations “The Giver” and “If I 
Stay” along with smaller, more adult-
oriented fare like “The Trip to Italy,” 

“Calvary,” and “Love Is Strange,” a 
few of which have already earned 
some critical appreciation.

The fact is, as the tentpole busi-
ness — which used to be solely the 
province of summer and the holiday 
season — increasingly becomes 
a year-round endeavor, outmoded 
ways of looking at release schedul-
ing are crumbling quickly. 
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The only thing many popular farmers markets lack is enough farmers to set up shop
By Richard Webner
Chicago Tribune (MCT)

Last year, Qae-Dah Muham-
mad started a farmers market on 
Chicago’s South Side in an effort to 
get neighborhood children eating 
healthy foods, rather than the chips 
and nachos she saw them munch-
ing on.

With a lot of hard work, she 
created a market open for busi-
ness every Sunday during market 
season. But there’s a problem: She 
can’t get enough vendors to come. 
Only four vendors have joined the 
market, with two or three coming on 

the average Sunday.
“People are showing up at the 

market with shopping carts and 
shopping bags,” she said. “They’re 
hoping to load up with fresh veg-
etables and fruit, but it’s just not 
there.”

With millions of residents and 
plenty of neighborhoods where 
fresh food is a priority, the Chicago 
area has lots of demand for farmers 
markets. But a number of market 
managers, like Muhammad, are 
finding their ambitions stunted by 
their struggle to find farmers willing 
to set up shop.

“That’s the biggest issue I’ve 
gotten: We need farmers,” said Pat 
Stieren, executive director of the 
Illinois Farmers Market Association.

With farmers in high demand, 
market managers are approaching 
them increasingly often, offering 
incentives such as free parking, 
a waiver of booth fees, help from 
volunteers or promises to limit com-
petition, farmers said.

“They bend over backwards for 
us,” said Steve Lecklider of Lehm-
an’s Orchard in Niles, Mich., which 
sells its wares in several Chicago 
farmers markets. “But we can only 

stretch ourselves so thin.”
When it comes to attracting a 

farmer, the most important things 
are how much competition there 
will be at a market and how many 
people will come, farmers said. 
Steve Freeman, of Nichols Farm & 
Orchard in Marengo, Ill., said the 
farm looks for markets in affluent 
neighborhoods where residents can 
afford goods that are more expen-
sive than those grown on larger 
farms.

The U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture has reported that the number of 
registered farmers markets contin-

ued their upward climb, increasing 
1.5 percent nationwide in 2014. The 
report shows 309 registered mar-
kets in Illinois, compared with 336 in 
2013, an 8 percent drop. That’s the 
biggest percentage decline of any 
state.

USDA spokesman Jim Brownlee 
couldn’t specify a reason for the 
drop, and noted that its registry 
might not include every farmers 
market. But the agency reaches 
out to farmers markets to join the 
registry, and they’re usually eager 
to do so because of the exposure it 
brings, he said.

Scientists develop tomato plant 
hybrid that can grow all night 

By Deborah Netburn
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

It could be a tomato game-changer: Scientists have discovered a gene 
that would allow commercial tomato plants to tolerate 24 hours of light a day.

In theory, more light exposure means more energy production for the 
plant, so the discovery could lead to tomato plants that yield up to 26 percent 
more tomatoes compared with plants that are given 18 hours of light in a 
greenhouse setting, the Netherlands-based researchers wrote in a paper 
published Tuesday in the journal Nature Communications.

Scientists are not sure how widespread continuous light tolerance is 
throughout the plant world. Pepper plants, rose bushes and lettuces are all 
perfectly happy when the lights never go off, but as botanists first discovered 
nearly 100 years ago, tomato plants are different.

“At the beginning, yellow spots appear, and they look like they need some 
fertilizer,” said the study’s lead author, Aaron Velez-Ramirez of the Labora-
tory of Plant Physiology at Wageningen University in the Netherlands. “If the 
plant is left in continuous light long enough, the complete plant turns yellow 
and dies.”

The closest relative of domesticated tomatoes is also sensitive to continu-
ous light, but all other strains of wild tomatoes are just fine in a world that 
never goes dark.

The researchers are not sure how this tolerance benefits the plants in 
the wild, because the lights always do go out in nature, but that is beside 
the point of this particular study. The main objective was to figure out which 
gene or set of genes was responsible for keeping wild tomato plants alive in 
continuous light, and to see if it could transferred to domesticated tomatoes.

Over the course of a multiyear study, the researchers found that the 
expression of a gene called CAB-13 seems to be a key player in bestowing 
light tolerance on wild tomatoes, and that this expression could be success-
fully transferred to commercial tomatoes over several generations of selec-
tive crossbreeding.

“It would be like crossing a dog with a wolf and then crossing back the 
descendants many times with dogs to get rid of all undesirable wolf charac-
teristics but the one you want,” Velez-Ramirez said.

By the end of the study, the researchers were able to grow a domesticated 
tomato that could tolerate 24 hours of light. They report that under those 
conditions, it produced 20 percent more fruit than plants exposed to 18 hours 
of light. Their preliminary tests suggest that CAB-13 has an effect on the 
carbohydrate metabolism and photosynthesis of tomato plants, but it does 
not seem to have an effect on plant development or the fruit itself.

Textbook shelved after sex toy, bondage topics spark protest
By Veronica Rocha
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

Fremont Unified School District’s 
superintendent has temporarily 
shelved a controversial ninth-grade 
health textbook after roughly 2,200 
parents and residents took issue 
with its sexual bondage topics and 
other material, and demanded it be 
kept out of the classroom.

Superintendent Jim Morris will 
ask school board members in 
the Northern California town on 
Wednesday to place the book, 
“Your Health Today,” on hold until 

it’s fully vetted following concerns 
from the community that it would 
expose teens to topics on sexual 
fantasies, sex games, as well as 
themes that include ropes, hand-
cuffs, sex toys and vibrators.

The book’s publisher, McGraw-
Hill, will work with school officials to 
modify the textbook so it meets the 
district’s needs and address con-
cerns about “the appropriateness of 
its content for high school students,” 
according to a district statement.

Meanwhile, students enrolled in 
health classes at the district’s high 

schools will use old text material.
“Our administration and staff 

believes this textbook will be an 
asset to our health curriculum in 
that it provides current, accurate, 
factual and relevant informa-
tion our students need to make 
responsible decisions about their 
health,” Morris said in a state-
ment.

The district, he said, is focused 
on teaching state standards in 
an age-appropriate and objective 
manner, which was the goal in 
adopting the textbook.
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The Galveston County Community Action Council has been awarded funds from the Texas 
Department of Housing and Community Affairs (TDHCA) in the amount of $2,423,527 to 
assist low-income families, under its Comprehensive Energy Assistance Program (CEAP).  
These funds are to be used for utility assistance. The household must not exceed 125% of 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Federal Poverty Income Guidelines.  

Documentation Required:
 1) Current ID or Driver’s License
 2) Current Utility Bill
 3) Household’s gross income (for all household members 18 years and older),  for the 30-
day period prior to the date of application.

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT

For further information or to find out if you are eligible for the program, please contact 
or visit the Community Action office nearest you. Office hours are 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

     Galveston County - 4700 Broadway, Suite C100, Galveston, TX               409-762-8418
     Galveston County - 2000 Texas Avenue, Suite 631, Texas City, TX           409-941-0680
     Fort Bend County - 1106 Morton, Suite C, Richmond, TX                         281-342-3012
     Brazoria County - 1216 North Velasco, Angleton, TX                                 979-849-2928
     Wharton County - 213-B North Richmond Road, Wharton, TX                  979-543-1561

NO APPOINTMENTS NEEDED
WALK-INS ACCEPTED FOR THE MONTH OF AUGUST

History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Aug. 18: ON THIS DATE in 1587, the first English child, named Virginia 
Dare, was born in the New World. In 1961, construction of the Berlin Wall 
was completed.

Aug. 19: ON THIS DATE in 1848, the New York Herald reported the 
discovery of gold in California. In 1934, a plebiscite in Germany approved the 
vesting of sole executive power in Adolf Hitler.

Aug. 20: ON THIS DATE in 1940, British Prime Minister Winston Churchill 
said of the Royal Air Force’s performance in World War II, “Never in the field 
of human conflict was so much owed by so many to so few.” In 1968, the 
Soviet Union and Warsaw Pact nations invaded Czechoslovakia.

Aug. 21: ON THIS DATE in 1831, former slave Nat Turner led a violent 
insurrection in Virginia. He later was executed. In 1991, a hard-liners’ coup 
against Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev collapsed in the face of a popu-
lar uprising led by Russian Federation President Boris Yeltsin.

Aug. 22: ON THIS DATE in 565, St. Columba reported seeing a monster 
in Scotland’s Loch Ness. In 1911, it was announced in Paris that Leonardo 
da Vinci’s Mona Lisa had been stolen from the Louvre the night before. The 
painting was later recovered.

Aug. 23: ON THIS DATE in 1821, Mexico declared its independence 
from Spain. In 1927, Italian-born anarchists Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo 
Vanzetti were executed in Boston for the murders of two men during a 1920 
robbery.

Aug. 24: ON THIS DATE in A.D. 79, long-dormant Mount Vesuvius 
erupted, burying the cities of Pompeii and Herculaneum in volcanic ash. An 
estimated 20,000 people died. In 1814, British forces invaded Washington, 
setting fire to the Capitol and White House.

Answer to last week’s question: This week in 1891, Thomas Edison 
received a patent for the motion-picture camera.

This week’s question: In what state was the first successful oil well 
drilled in 1859?

Wearable devices lack broad appeal, unlikely to be big seller, analysts say
By Riley Snyder
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

Is wearable tech already wear-
ing thin?

Despite the hype for upcoming 
products from Apple Inc., Google 
Inc. and Samsung Electronics Co., 
a number of analysts say Internet-
connected personal devices such 
as smartwatches and fitness bands 
— so-called wearables — will be 
hard-pressed to reach the same 
sales heights as smartphones and 
tablets.

That’s because nearly every 
selling point for wearable tech — a 
smartphone alternative, a better 
system for fitness tracking and a 
link to other Internet-connected 
devices — may not have broad 
appeal, some analysts say.

“If all you’re doing is saving me 
the trouble of getting my phone 
out, that’s not going to be enough,” 
said Jonathan Gaw, a wearables 
analyst at International Data Corp. 

“You need to do more than that.”
Still, amid signs of a slowdown 

in smartphone sales and pressure 
to come up with the next big thing, 
tech companies are jumping on 
the wearable tech trend. Many 
analysts expect Apple, Google 
and Samsung will roll out wear-
able tech products in the next 12 
months.

But Parks Associates analyst 
Harry Wang predicts that at best, 
smartwatch sales will top out at 
about 120 million around 2018 
— a far cry from smartphones and 
tablets. More than 1 billion smart-
phones and more than 195 million 
tablets were sold last year.

Analysts say the best hope for 
wearable tech is something that 
many Americans loathe: exercise.

“Wearables are primarily about 
health and fitness, tracking activity 
and making use of it,” Canalys 
researcher Daniel Matte said. “It’s 
tough to say that’s the entirety of it, 

but it’s fair to say that’s the majority 
of it.”

But fitness tracking may be a 
tough pill to swallow — almost half 
of Americans don’t exercise at all, 
and a recent Endeavor Partners 
study found that nearly a third of 
fitness tracker users stop using 
their device after six months.

That’s effectively a death 
sentence for future smartwatch 
makers, as the other selling point 
for wearable tech — a smartphone 
extension — won’t persuade 
consumers to shell out hundreds 
of dollars for another gadget, 
analysts said.

For companies already in the 

wearable-devices marketplace, 
improving sales and retaining 
customers comes not from better 
fitness-tracking technology, but 
from the ability of a device to 
change behavior.

“Our average user isn’t fit. 
They’re overweight,” Fitbit Chief 
Executive James Park said. “That’s 
really driven how we think of prod-
uct development over time.”

Park said Fitbit built apps and 
other game-like features into the 
system because those features 
encourage users to not only keep 
up healthy habits but also to con-
tinue using Fitbit. The 7-year-old 
company has no plans to compete 

with universal smartwatches, Park 
said, and believes it can expand by 
narrowing its focus to health-and-
fitness-related features.

It’s an advantage Park touts 
over the current generation of 
smartwatches. Though Park 
expects the current wearables 
market to expand over the next six 
to 12 months because of market-
ing efforts by Apple and Google, he 
said Fitbit will still have a place at 
the table because consumers have 
a solid grasp on what the device is 
used for.

“We strongly believe there’s no 
one-size-fits-all for the (wearables) 
market,” he said.
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By W.J. Hennigan
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

LOS ANGELES — Right now, millions of objects are whizzing around 
Earth faster than speeding bullets. Much of this is celestial garbage — rem-
nants of past missions and cosmic collisions that have taken place over half 
a century.

Dead satellites. Spent rocket stages. Astronauts’ long-lost equipment.
To keep watch over this vast orbiting junkyard, the Air Force has awarded 

a $914.7 million contract to Lockheed Martin Corp. to develop a surveillance 
system that will provide a continuous watch over what’s up there.

The system will enable the U.S. government to detect and track objects as 
they circle the globe, particularly the most congested areas of space.

The clouds of debris hurtle through the cosmos at up to 17,500 mph. At 
that speed, even a small piece of junk is a menace to the International Space 
Station and satellites that are fundamental to the economy, military and our 
modern way of life.

Currently, every launch — whether it’s of astronauts, spy satellites or digi-
tal television satellites — needs to be carefully synchronized so it isn’t swiftly 
obliterated by the minefield of orbiting debris.

The global community has discussed cleanup measures in the past. But 
before a solution is proposed, experts need to understand what exactly is 
orbiting Earth and the danger it poses.

Air Force officials say the new surveillance system from Lockheed, 
dubbed “Space Fence,” is a step in that direction.

“Previously, the Air Force could only track and identify items the size of a 
basketball,” said Dana Whalley, the government’s program manager. “With 
the new system, we’ll be able to identify items down to the size of a softball. 
This will significantly increase our capability.”

Researchers have cataloged more than 23,000 items that are bigger 
than a basketball, but just a scant 1,100 are functioning spacecraft. NASA 
estimates there are many millions of pieces of debris so small that they can’t 
be tracked.

Danger warnings are everywhere. Astronauts have had to take refuge in 
the escape capsules aboard the space station for fear of threatening debris. 
The space shuttle often returned from orbit with nicks cut into it by passing 
paint flecks or other fragments.

A 2007 study from the National Research Council showed that the amount 
of space junk is at a “tipping point.”

That same year, China blasted a missile at an old weather satellite and 
destroyed it — at the same time adding more than 3,000 pieces of debris. In 
2009, a defunct Russian satellite collided with and destroyed a functioning 
U.S. commercial satellite, creating an additional 2,000 scraps of space trash.

A big concern is that the debris will continue smashing into one another 
and eventually set off a domino effect that results in a “collision cascade.” 
That sort of incident was depicted in the Oscar-winning motion picture “Grav-
ity.”

“I don’t want to say that a Hollywood movie is a reflection of reality,” Whal-
ley said. “But they did do a good job of showing what a debris field looks like 
as it moves through space.”

It is a real threat, according to Dave Baiocchi and William Welser, 
researchers at Santa Monica-based RAND Corp. who have written on space 
debris for the last six years. But it is important to remember that outer space 
is a big place and some regions are more crowded than others, they say.

Consider the rush-hour traffic among particles about 600 miles above 
Earth’s surface. This is where Earth imagery spacecraft — like those used in 
services such as Google Earth — have created a high-traffic area of orbit.

Lockheed’s ‘Space Fence’ surveillance 
system to track growing cosmic debris
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Look for us on 
Facebook

See who is waiting for you at SPCA-BC

Come by the SPCA-BC Shelter at 141 Canna Ln., Lake Jackson, or we 
are at Brazos Mall, Petco and Petsmart every Saturday, to  visit with these 
pets and many of their friends. Kennel sponsorships are now available 
for large or small kennels. Why not have your company or family recog-
nized with a plaque to show you care? Call (979) 285-2340, ext. 100, or visit 
www.spcabc.org for details. Help control the pet population. Have your pet 
spayed or neutered. Come by the  SPCA-BC, and fill out an application today.

Los Angeles Times (MCT)
BEIJING — Among panda-lovers, 

it doesn’t take much to set off pan-
demonium. Tuesday, Aug. 12,  was 
a banner day for admirers of the 
rare black-and-white mammals as 
a zoo in southern China announced 
that one of its charges had given 
birth to a set of triplets — which the 
facility billed as the only surviving 
trio of pandas in the world.

The cubs were born to mother 
Juxiao in the early morning hours 
of July 29 at the Chimelong wildlife 
park in Guangzhou, the capital of 
Guangdong province, China’s state-
run media said.

Photos of the pink and sparsely-
furred cubs released Tuesday 
showed the triplets in an incubator, 
two apparently sleeping but one sit-
ting up. Another photo showed one 
of the cubs being cradled by Juxiao, 
whose name translates as “chrysan-
themum smile.”

Infant pandas have a notori-
ously high mortality rate, and while 
Chimelong called the triplets a 
“miracle,” experts said it was too 
soon for the cubs to be declared out 
of the woods.

External genitalia does not 
develop until pandas are several 
months old, and the cubs were not 
identified as male or female.

Apparently, they have not been 
given names yet, either. According 
to the National Zoo in Washington, 
which currently hosts a pair of 
breeding pandas and one cub, it is 

traditional to name giant panda cubs 
when they are 100 days old.

Pandas are notoriously poor 
breeders. As few as 1,600 giant 
pandas remain in central China’s 
mountain forests. About 375 pandas 
live in zoos and breeding centers 

around the world.
In China’s artificial breeding 

program, it is common to use sperm 
from more than one male to artifi-
cially inseminate a female in order 
to increase the chances of fertiliza-
tion and viable embryos.

Panda triplets born in China; 2-week-old trio called extremely rare

Real turtles more trouble than ninjas
By Beth Whitehouse
Newsday (MCT)

A new “Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles” film has hit theaters. 
What should parents do if a child 
enamored of the movie asks for a 
pet turtle?

Every time there’s another Ninja 
Turtle movie, kids’ interest in pet 
turtles rises, says Susan Tellem, 
co-founder of the California-based 
American Tortoise Rescue. That’s 
not a good thing, she says. “Don’t 
buy the turtle,” Tellem advises 
parents tempted to give in to a 
pleading child.

She says that after each flick 
about the crime-fighting turtles 
— Leonardo, Raphael, Donatello 
and Michelangelo — has been 

released, in the early 1990s and in 
2007, turtle rescue organizations 
saw increases in the number of 
turtles turned in to rescue shelters, 
or, worse yet, released into rivers 
or abandoned after a few weeks or 
months.

“Little Johnny loses total interest 
in it because it doesn’t do what a 
ninja turtle does,” Tellem says.

“That’s definitely something I 
have heard before,” agrees Steve 
DeSimone, director of the Cold 
Spring Harbor Fish Hatchery and 
Aquarium, in Cold Spring Harbor, 
N.Y., saying that some turtles may 
be abandoned because interest 
wanes or the turtle gets bigger 
than the owner wants to accom-
modate.

Scrabble adds 5,000 words: Do you know what a quinzhee is?
By Michael Muskal
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

Coqui swallowed your vowels? 
Chillax, frenemy! Breathe deeply, 
practice qigong to increase your 
life force and maybe your Scrabble 
score. Or just give up that word 
game all together and go straight 
to numbers and Sudoku.

If none of that makes sense, 
rush out and get a copy of the Mer-
riam-Webster’s new, fifth edition 
of The Official Scrabble Players 
Dictionary, where those words 
have been accepted for use in the 
word game that is a combination 
of crossword puzzle and mahjong. 
The dictionary is the Bible of what 
words are allowed to be played, 

hence what points each participant 
can earn.

The new dictionary adds 5,000 
words, which in the world of 
Scrabble players is a very big thing 
indeed.

The new dictionary is often full 
of shiny modernity since the added 
words reflect a culture that has gone 
high tech, adding vlog, hashtag, 
beatbox and, of course, buzzkill. 
We are also a society that values 
portmanteau words — probably an 
example of our increasing cultural 
anomie or maybe just impatience 
— so dubstep, jockdom and bro-
mance are all now legit plays.

For players, some of the most 
important new words are the tiniest, 

those little bits like schmutz, that 
appear in the nooks and cran-
nies and can mean the difference 
between winning and losing. 
Te is now allowed, a variant of 
the musical tone, not the drink. 
Also now good are da, gi and po 
— which mean, well, in the world 
of Scrabble, meaning doesn’t 
really count.

Then there are the great words, 
worth zillions of points, that mere 
mortals never get to play. Like 
qajaq, a godsend for a player who 
gets q and lacks the usual u. But 
the drawback is that it requires 
two q’s, which means you need a 
wildcard tile since the game has 
just one q.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 “Let’s hear it!”
7 Beginning on
11 “Essence of Man” cologne
15 Bar game fodder
16 Old Roman coin
17 Light, to a moth
18 Cooks, in a way
19 Up the creek
21 *Small fruit first cultivated in 
Oregon

23 Ruler divs.
26 ‘80s-’90s German chancellor
27 Brief brawls
30 Kansas City footballer
32 L.A. commuter org.
33 16-Across replacer
34 Daniel Barenboim’s opera 
house
36 “Agreed!”
40 Surg. sites
41 Humanitarian symbol, and a 

hint to what happens where the 
answers to starred clues intersect
43 BART stop
44 Jumble
46 Haiti’s elder Duvalier
48 Somewhat, in music
49 Oaf
51 Facebook option
52 Facebook option
55 Tool with teeth
57 Part of Mac OSX: Abbr.
58 *Vin Scully will be its 2014 
Grand Marshal
61 Chevy pickup
63 “My goose is cooked!”
68 Clothing patch site
69 72-Across speaker
70 Angry outburst
71 “It’s for you,” on an env.
72 69-Across’s tongue
73 Patron of lost causes

Down
1 Rehab symptoms
2 Crumb
3 Bind
4 Actress Longoria
5 Life partner?
6 Vision-correcting surgery
7 Come down to earth
8 “Arrowsmith” Pulitzer decliner 
Lewis
9 Sports MD’s specialty
10 Orbitz info
11 Said suddenly
12 *Chain named for a Stones hit
13 Google revelation
14 Titleist holder
20 Valuable rock
22 Oasis seekers
23 Ben-Hur’s vehicle
24 *”Clue” suspect
25 “Gimme a __”
28 Stump figures
29 Comfort
30 Treads heavily
31 Henhouse locale
35 Rural expanse
37 Brown v. Board of Education 
city
38 FICA-funded org.
39 Nile snakes
42 Game in which one player 
doesn’t speak
45 Pizza-making need
47 Contented sighs
50 It can shorten a sentence
53 Put to work
54 Suit material
56 Trims text, perhaps
59 Allen’s successor on “The 
Tonight Show”
60 Give off, as rays
61 Reggae kin
62 Bankbook abbr.
64 Sixers’ #6
65 Vichy water
66 Put in
67 Start to dig?
(c)2014 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
GREEK  FRENCH  GERMAN  POLISH  SPANISH  ENGLISH
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: ELDER  PURGE  EXOTIC  PENCIL
Answer: When they asked for a room, the hotel clerk was -- PREOCCUPIED

Bulletin  Horoscope
ARIES (March 21-April 19): What 

you want and what you get are not the 
same. In the week to come, you may 
thrive when given a chance to travel 
in the fast lane. You may be tempted 
to compete with the big spenders. 
Guard your financial resources.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): You 

can be a positive influence in a nega-
tive situation. Your soothing presence 
can brighten the spirits of companions 
who are down in the dumps. Put new 
career initiatives on hold in the begin-
ning of the week.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Mental 
energy can put you in the fast lane. 

Harness this extra energy and you 
can get much accomplished quickly 
and efficiently in the week ahead. 
Past issues or overlooked bills may 
create a brief problem.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Accept 
challenges to your authority with good 
grace. Competitions may test your 

financial security in the week ahead. 
Remain cautious about spending 
money. A few pleasant surprises could 
brighten the day.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Walk on 
the sunny side of the street. There’s 
no reason to hide your talents in the 
shadows. You might get caught up in 
negativity for a few days, but by mid-
week you’ll be back to your normal 
happy self.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Keep 
your eyes on the prize. Close friends 
may offer valuable insights but may 
also distract you from what’s really 
important. Vague misgivings could 
creep in, so wait until late in the week 
to push your agenda.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Test 
values by feeling your way. Someone 
will provide a sparkling clear mirror 
that shows the flaws, as well as 
the beauty of your ideas. Financial 
concerns at the beginning of the week 
disappear if you remain disciplined.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): You 
and an important person in your life 
don’t seem to be dancing to the same 
tune early this week. For a few days, 
crucial differences between you and a 

boss or other authority figure might be 
accentuated.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 
Don’t lose heart if your wallet seems 
empty just when you need to stretch 
dollars further to make ends meet. By 
the end of the week, your ability to 
make a profit and to handle obliga-
tions will improve.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Be conscientious about attending 
to minor details and you’ll be able 
to achieve your goals in the week 
ahead. Produce concrete results 
through your own efforts rather than 
depending upon approval from others.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): The 
Full Moon occurs within your sign 
today and could very easily light the 
way to in-depth contemplation of your 
personal life. You may become more 
aware of our effect upon others during 
the upcoming two weeks.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): The 
more organized you are the easier 
it will be to succeed in anything you 
attempt. The fires of ambition are 
burning brightly in the first half of the 
week. Steer clear of old rivals and 
dwelling on resentments.

(c) 2014 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers
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