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Movie night is 
different in VHS 

Back-to- 
school 
shopping 
lessons

By Gregory Karp
Chicago Tribune (TNS)

Back-to-school shopping repre-
sents one of the best opportunities 
all year for students to learn a 
few lessons before they return to 
the classroom — money lessons, 
that is.

“When they reach their high 
school years, kids have to be 
prepared to do some compari-
son shopping and live within a 
budget, because they’re going 
off on their own in three to five 
years, and they need to be pre-
pared,” said Steve Economides, 
who, with wife Annette, heads 
America’s cheapest family, runs 
moneysmartfamily.com and has 
written books including “The Mon-
eySmart Family System.”

“We’re not raising kids; we’re 
raising future adults.”

Americans will spend $68 billion 
during this year’s back-to-school 
season, including back-to-college, 
according to the National Retail 
Federation. That’s an average of 
$630 per family for school-age 
kids and $899 for families with 
college-bound students.

While the back-to-school 

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

I’ve been looking for a specific, 
older movie, but could not find it 
on DVD, Netflix or Redbox.

It wasn’t urgent that I get it right 
away, but each 
time I went to 
a store where  
I thought it 
might be avail-
able, I looked 
for it.

My wife, 
Sharon, and 
I finally found 
it, but in VHS videotape form. 
That’s the way we used to rent 
and watch movies, for those of 
you who may be too young to 
remember. Video rental stores 
urged us to “be kind and rewind,” 
and if we didn’t, we heard about it 
from the clerk.

A few weeks ago, I wrote a 
column about AM radios, then 
about 8-track tapes, and now, 
here I am writing about VHS 
movies. I didn’t plan it this way. 
It just so happened that I found 
the movie at Half-Priced Books in 
Pearland - on tape.

Next to the used videotape 
movies were the record album 
racks. I had to browse through the 
selection, and I found an album 
that I liked.

The tape was in mint condition. 

RAMBLINGS

Why the videotape will 
never make a comeback

Hurricane season is predicted to remain below average
By Rosalind Adams
Miami Herald (TNS)

MIAMI — As the of peak the 
hurricane season approaches, fore-
casters predicted with confidence 
on Thursday that storm activity 
would remain low this year.

“We have an even higher con-
fidence that this year’s hurricane 
season will be below normal,” 

said Gerry Bell, the lead seasonal 
hurricane forecaster at the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration’s Climate Prediction center in 
College Park, Md.

NOAA predicted that this year 
would be a below-average season 
with 90 percent confidence and 
reduced the ranges of the likely 
number of storms that would 

develop from its earlier prediction 
in May before the start of hurricane 
season.

Out of six to 10 named tropi-
cal storms expected to form this 
season, one to four are expected 
to become hurricanes and of those, 
one or even none are likely to 
become major hurricanes, Bell said.

(Continued on Page 5)

Are you ready for this?

As schools open, drive carefully

It’s your chance to teach 
kids some economics
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FREE SOCIALS
For people with stroke, 

Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s

979-849-5051

Tues., Aug. 18 ~ 10am - 2pm
First Presbyterian, Lake Jackson

 Wed., Aug. 19 ~ 10am-2pm
First Christian, Alvin

Friday,  Aug. 21 ~ 10am-2pm
Chappelwood United Methodist

Lake Jackson

LOOK, I’M JUST KIDDING (BUT DON’T TELL MY WIFE, OK?): A 
man called into a radio talk show in Dublin, Ireland, to participate in a 
discussion about marital infidelity. He bragged on the air that he had 
cheated on his wife numerous times with some off her friends during their 
20-year marriage. Unfortunately for him, his wife’s best friend happened 
to be listening, and called the show to confront him. She said she would 
be informing his wife about this. He got a bit quiet after that.

I’VE GOT A POWERFUL THIRST, YOUR HONOR: A woman showed 
up in court drunk to face drunken driving charges in Longmont, Colo., 
and then was arrested when she drove to a liquor store while the court 
was in recess.

IN MY DEFENSE, THERE WAS NOTHING ON TV: An elderly man 
was thrown out of an assisted living facility in Doylestown, Pa., after 
officials found a “lady of the night” hiding under his bed.

A DIFFERENT KIND OF CHOP SHOP: A man broke into a bike store 
in Wesley Chapel, Fla., and then started loading $15,000 worth of bicy-
cles into his Jeep, even though the store is located right next to a jiu-jitsu 
studio, where a self-defense class was being conducted. The instructor 
came out and told him to stop what he was doing. The thief refused, so 
he received a demonstration of ancient attack-and-subdue moves.

HOW DARE YOU PAWN THIS OFF ON ME! A man robbed another 
guy of his gold chain at three o’clock in the morning and then took off 
running. But he was arrested when he returned moments later and con-
fronted his victim – who had by then flagged down police -- to complain 
that the jewelry he had stolen was fake.

SO YOU’LL BE TOGETHER ANYWAY: In an effort to get the cash 
to bail his girlfriend out of jail, a man robbed the credit union in Pleas-
ant Grove, Utah, which was only a few blocks from the police station. 
He then walked toward the station still wearing a wig and a fake beard. 
Officers encountered him as they headed in his direction, responding to 
the alarm from the credit union.

NOBODY MOVE! … COUGH, COUGH ... GOTTA GO: A man, wear-
ing full camouflage and a paintball mask, tried to rob a pharmacy in 
Beaver, West Virginia, by spraying pepper spray and employees in an 
effort to subdue them. But he was arrested after he sprayed so much that 
he walked into the cloud of pepper spray and was forced to stagger out 
of the building.

GLAD TO SEE YOU’RE FEELING BETTER: A man was awarded a 
sizeable insurance subsidy after he claimed that “chronic fatigue” left 
him unable to work, or even lead a normal life, and that he was forced 
to move back in with his parents in North Yorkshire, England, following 
the breakdown of his marriage. Then he went online to post pictures of 
himself racing supercars on the roads of Cyprus.

THE GAME’S OVER, LADY: An 86-year-old woman in Ena, Japan 
was arrested for cashing her parents’ pension checks. Unfortunately, 
they had been dead for about 50 years. She apparently took in about 
$420,000 during that time.

Drivers/OwnerOps!
Local Work! Home Daily, Ben-
efits! CDL-A, 1yr exp, Great Driv-
ing record. Sunsetlogistics.com 
281-693-4587 or 888-215-4285

Los Angeles Times (TNS)
A day after Netflix said it would substantially boost paid leave time for new 

parents, Microsoft announced that it too is enhancing its benefits.
The software company said Wednesday that it would begin offering moth-

ers and fathers full payment for 12 weeks of leave. Under its current policy, 
new parents may receive only four paid weeks in that period. Benefits for 
birth mothers, which offer an additional eight weeks of paid leave, will remain 
the same.

“For these parents to bring their best every day, they need time to take 
care of themselves and their family,” said Kathleen Hogan, the executive vice 
president for human resources, in a blog post. The new policy will begin in 
November.

Many tech companies have bolstered their parental leave policies in 
recent years, according to a recent survey by the Atlantic. Google offers 
biological mothers up to 22 months of paid leave, and Apple, 18 months. 
Facebook offers four months to both mothers and fathers. On Tuesday, Netf-
lix announced that it would offer new parents up to a year of paid leave.

Microsoft follows Netflix in bolstering parental leave

Join the Brazoria County Master 
Gardeners at the BEES (Brazoria 
Environmental Education Station) 
Garden for their Open Garden Days. 

On the third Saturday of each 
month, the garden will be open 
from 9 a.m. to noon for viewing. 
Master Gardeners will be on hand 
to answer your questions in person 
and to lead you on tours of the 
garden.

See the different landscapes, and 
learn how you can improve your 
home and garden. As of now, no 
programs are scheduled, but in the 

future, programs may be offered on 
these days.

The BEES garden is located at 
the corner of Hospital Drive and 

County Road 171, at the road with 
the yellow gate, before you cross 
the train tracks (if coming down 
Hospital Drive).”

You are invited to the Master Gardeners’ BEES Garden

Voting for a mascot at new Alvin HS

The Brazoria County Clerk’s office coordinated a small student election 
recently for Alvin ISD to choose a mascot for the new Shadow Creek High 
School, currently being built. This event was an effort between Alvin ISD; 
Commissioner Stacy Adams; and Joyce Hudman, County Clerk.
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Urban jungle
Q.  Feral animals find their 

natural habitat in wild places, but 
some have been seen “hanging 
out” in more populated, urban 
areas.  Which ones?

A.  A fox was seen on the 72nd 
floor of the unfinished Shard sky-
scraper in London rifling through the 
edible discards of the workers, says 
Nathan Seppa in “Science News” 
magazine.  As journalist Tristan 
Donovan put it in his book “Feral 
Cities,” maybe this shouldn’t have 
come as such a surprise, given that 
the usual one fox per square mile 
in rural England jumps up to 14 in 
cities!  And in Jaipur, India, thou-
sands of rhesus macaque monkeys 
have been raiding fruit stands using 
a standard MO:  One monkey dis-
tracts the owner while others steal 
the goods. Yet efforts to stop the 
practice are hampered by the Hindu 
religion protecting the animals.

In Cape Town, South Africa, 
a baboon took to climbing into 
vehicles looking for food, “scaring 
people out of their cars and their 
wits,” adds Seppa. Tourists were 
easy marks, as they left car doors 
open to take pictures.  “The sea-
soned baboon just outran people to 
their cars,” even checking the glove 
compartment for treats.

Monkeys and other animals prob-
ably live in cities for the availability 
of plentiful food:  Bears, for one, 
know that dumpsters contain cold 
pizza.  And when on occasion “elk 
show up in Banff, Canada, to calve 
their young in a safe neighborhood 
and eat up gardens..., grizzly bears 
show up to hunt the elk.”

As Donovan puts it, “Cities are 
the least understood ecosystems on 
the planet..., places where much of 
what we think we know about the 
natural world doesn’t apply.”

How high are we? 
Q.  Sign on for this one, and 

you’ll be traveling in “high style,” 
if not your highest ever, on top of 
the world and looking down on it. 
Do you know what’s up?

A.  If all goes as planned, in 2016, 
you’ll be able to book a flight in a 
helium-filled balloon that reaches 
100,000 feet up to the top of the 
atmosphere, report David Esher 
and Bill Andrews in “Discover” 
magazine.  For $75,000 payable to 
Tucson, Arizona-based World View, 
you can board a 4.5-ton 19-by-12-
by-9-foot luxury passenger capsule 
for a five- to six-hour flight, complete 
with “light refreshments, a bar and 
an in-capsule lavatory for its eight 
passengers and crew.”

Interested?  Start saving your 
money now. 

Water does not boil at 
212 Fahrenheit?

Q.  We’re all taught that water 
boils at 100 degrees C (212 
degrees F) at sea level.  So why 
did science historian Hasok 
Chang conduct experiments to 
check this out?

A.  While researching a book on 
the history of temperature mea-
surement, Chang was puzzled by 
significant temperature variations 
reported in 18th-century water-boil-
ing experiments.  In fact, so much 
uncertainty existed that, in 1776, the 
Royal Society of London appointed 
a special committee to make 
definite recommendations about the 
“fixed points” of thermometers.  The 
committee concluded that the shape 
of the vessel holding the water, its 
material and surface smoothness, 
and the way in which it was heated 
all influenced boiling temperature by 
several degrees C. 

Around the same time, Genevan 
polymath Jean-Andre De Luc tested 
water with the air shaken out of it 
(like shaking the carbon dioxide out 
of a fizzy drink).  In De Luc’s own 
words, “This operation lasted four 
weeks, during which I hardly ever 
put down my flask, except to sleep, 
to do business in town, and to do 
things that required both hands.”  
End result:  his “precious airless 
water reached 112.2 degrees C 
before boiling off explosively.”

Easily replicating this work, 
Chang confirmed the fickleness of 
water’s boiling point.  So, he won-
dered, “how has a clear falsehood 
become scientific common sense?”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)
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History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Aug. 17: ON THIS DATE in 
1807, Robert Fulton’s steamboat, 
Clermont, began her first trip up 
the Hudson River. In 1969, Hur-
ricane Camille killed 248 people 
when it struck Mississippi’s Gulf 
Coast.

Aug. 18: ON THIS DATE in 
1587, the first English child, named 
Virginia Dare, was born in the New 
World. In 1961, construction of the 
Berlin Wall was completed.

Aug. 19: ON THIS DATE 
in 1848, the New York Herald 
reported the discovery of gold in 
California. In 1934, a plebiscite 
in Germany approved the vesting 
of sole executive power in Adolf 
Hitler.

Aug. 20: ON THIS DATE in 
1940, during World War II, British 
Prime Minister Winston Churchill 
said of the Royal Air Force, “Never 
in the field of human conflict was 
so much owed by so many to so 
few.” In 1968, the Soviet Union 
and other Warsaw Pact nations 
invaded Czechoslovakia.

Aug. 21: ON THIS DATE in 
1831, former slave Nat Turner led 
a violent insurrection in Virginia. 
He was executed later. In 1991, 
a hard-liners’ coup against Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev 
collapsed in the face of a popular 
uprising led by Russian Federation 
President Boris Yeltsin.

Aug. 22: ON THIS DATE in 
565, St. Columba reported seeing 
a monster in Scotland’s Loch 
Ness. In 1910, Japan annexed 
Korea.

Aug. 23: ON THIS DATE in 
1833, Britain abolished slavery in 
its colonies. In 1927, Italian-born 
anarchists Nicola Sacco and Bar-
tolomeo Vanzetti were executed 
in Boston for the murders of two 
men during a 1920 robbery.

Answer to last week’s ques-
tion: In 1939, Erich Warsitz of 
Germany flew the first jet-pro-
pelled aircraft, a Heinkel He-178.

This week’s question: When 
Germany invaded Poland in 1939 
to trigger World War II, what Euro-
pean nation had the continent’s 
largest army?

Local student Diana Alegria explores chemistry and business at BASF Science Academy
Diana Alegria of Brazosport High 

School joined students from across 
the U.S., Canada and Central 
America for a preview of college and 
the business of chemistry during the 
fifth annual BASF Science Acad-
emy. The two-week summer science 
program,developedby BASF Corpo-
ration, is held at Fairleigh Dickinson 
University (FDU) in Madison, New 
Jersey.

“The Science Academy aspires 
to develop the technology based 
workforce of the future by expos-
ing students to practical business 

applications and potential careers in 
chemistry,” said Chris Witte, Senior 
Vice President and Site Manager for 
BASF in Freeport.“This is especially 
important to BASF since we are 
celebrating our 150thAnniversary 
this year. It’s simply not possible to 
exist for 150 years and become the 
world’s leading chemical company 
without developing a strong pool of 
talented innovators.”

“The partnership between busi-
ness and academia is a successful 
model for helping students to under-
stand the practical applications of 

what they are learning,”said Amber 
Charlebois, Associate Professor of 
Chemistry at FDU. “I am excited to 
be a part of the experiences and 
progress the students make during 
the intensive two-week program.”

The Science Academy targets 
rising seniors who have dem-
onstrated a record of academic 
excellence with at least one year of 
high school chemistry and a strong 
interest in pursuing a degree in 
science.

Following the curriculum theme, 
“From Molecules to Marketplace,” 
students learn next-level science 
from FDU professors and interact 
with BASF scientists and business 
leaders through lectures, hands-
on lab experiments and field trips. 
Working in teams, the students use 
BASF chemistry to formulate their 
own personal care products for 
which they develop a marketingplan 
and presentto a panel of BASF 
executives and FDU academic 
leaders.

Students graduate from the 
program with two transferable col-
lege science credits to encourage 
their pursuit of science education. 
In addition, FDU offers graduates 
$5,000 scholarships if they choose 
to attend FDU in the fall of 2016.

As an on-campus residential 
program, the Science Academy 
gives students added life experi-
ence that will help to prepare them 
for their future in higher educa-

tion. Students use the university’s 
classrooms, chemistry labs, dorms 
and receive college-level instruction 
throughout the two weeks. BASF 
covers the full cost of the program, 
including student tuition and travel 
while working with the FDU staff to 
develop the challenging Science 
Academy curriculum.

“I never thought that science and 
business would have anything in 
common,” said Alegria.“I learned 
how important both fields are when 
creating a product.Everything 
we participated in at the Science 
Academy went above and beyond 

any expectations I had. I realized 
that I do not want to be in a chem-
istry lab for the rest of my life, but 
rather communicate about science 
research findings.”

Four former Science Academy 
participants, who are pursuing their 
studies of science at their given 
colleges, are currently working as 
summer interns at various BASF 
locations across the country. Two 
additional Science Academy alumni 
have been accepted into the BASF 
Professional Development Program 
(PDP) as interns. Each is pursuing a 
career in chemical engineering.

“The Science Academy 
targets rising seniors who 
have demonstrated a record 
of academic excellence with 
at least one year of high 
school chemistry and a strong 
interest in pursuing a degree in 
science.”
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(This column was prepared by the Social Security Administration. For fast answers 
to specific Social Security questions, contact Social Security toll-free at 800-772-
1213 or visit www.socialsecurity.gov.)

What do I report if I get SSI payments?
SOCIAL SECURITY Q&A

Q: What do I need to report to Social Security if I get Supplemental 
Security Income (SSI) payments?

A: You need to report any changes that may affect your payment 
amount. This includes changes in your income or resources. You must 
report changes of address, changes in your living arrangements and 
changes in your earned and unearned income. To learn more about SSI, 
visit our website at www.socialsecurity.gov/ssi .

Q: How can I become a representative payee?
A: If you know someone who receives Social Security or Supplemental 

Security Income (SSI), and who needs assistance managing his or her 
payments, contact your local Social Security office about becoming his or 
her representative payee. Go to www.socialsecurity.gov/payee for more 
information.

Q: How do I sign up for Medicare Part B if I already have Part A?
A: If you already have Medicare Part  A and wish to sign up for 

Medicare Part B, call Social Security toll-free at 1-800-772-1213 (TTY 1-
800-325-0778). Or, contact your local Social Security office. To learn more 
about Medicare, visit our website at www.socialsecurity.gov/medicare .

This may cost a little more, I told 
Sharon, because it looks as good 
as new. There was no price tag 
on it, so we just took it up to the 
counter.

“It’s 50 cents,” said the clerk. 
“All those videotapes are the 
same price.” The record also was 
50 cents. “It’s a deal. Wrap it up. 
I’ll take both,” I said.

What a grab. One person’s junk 
is another’s treasure.

We decided to make it a movie 
night. I would hook up the old 
VCR to the big TV in the living 
room and watch it, the way we 
used to when the kids were little.

There was only one problem. 
We could not find the VCR. 
We must have put it in storage, 
thinking that we would not need 
it again. It’s been awhile since 

movies were recorded on VHS 
tapes.

We settled for watching a movie 
on Netflix and recorded shows of 
House Hunters International (that 
way I can skip the commercials). 
But the following night, we were set 
to go because the VCR had been 
located and connected. Old-fash-
ioned movie night, here we come.

But problems occurred almost 
immediately. 

I had to adjust the screen width 
to suit the old TV format. Then I 
noticed that the color was not all 
that great, and the picture not all 
that sharp.

The sound had to be channeled 
through the TV speakers because 
the VCR player had to be hooked 
up to the TV via RCA plugs. That 
cut out my sound bar, but so be it. 
It was sort of nostalgic to watch a 

movie this way, so I was willing to 
make some sacrifices. Life is hard 
sometimes.

Is this really the way we used 
to watch movies at home? No HD 
picture, which we’re now taking 
for granted? 

Eventually I got used to it, and 
the movie was quite enjoyable. 
I plan to watch it again, but not 
for another week or so. The wide 
screen Blu Ray version DVD is on 
the way. I found one online.

The VHS tape will now be 
stored and become a conversa-
tion piece, along with that 1960s 
Geiger counter in mint condi-
tion my brother-in-law recently 
gave me as a present. But that’s 
another column. 

Nostalgia is nice, but a bright 
HD picture and full sound are 
nicer.

Old-fashioned videotape movie night not all that great
(Continued from Page 1)

Those numbers include the three storms that have already formed this 
season: Tropical Storm Ana made landfall in South Carolina in May, and 
Tropical Storm Bill made landfall in Texas in June. The third storm, Claudette, 
formed in mid-July but steered clear of the East Coast.

Previously, forecasters had predicted six to 11 named storms, with three to 
six becoming hurricanes.

The below-normal season is attributed to significant El Nino activity, a 
weather pattern that suppresses hurricanes in the Atlantic by affecting wind 
and rainfall patterns in the tropics. Another factor includes cooler ocean 
temperatures, which weaken the ability of storms to gain strength.

Hurricane season runs from the beginning of June to the end of November 
with August, September and October typically considered the height of the 
season for storm activity.

Bell cautioned that despite the prediction, it only takes one storm to cause 
devastation, as Hurricane Andrew did in 1992, also in a season predicted to 
be below normal. Residents in coastal cities must still remain prepared every 
year, he said.

“We’re not expecting the season to be dead. There’s still going to be hur-
ricanes,” Bell said. “The threat is there.”

Hurricane season 2015 to be a dud?
(Continued from Page 1)
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drill can be stressful for parents, 
including some money lessons is 
worthwhile, experts said.

“You don’t want to overwhelm 
your kid, so you have to be sensitive 
to who your kid is and what they’re 

going to be taking on,” said Annette 
Economides. “But if they can handle 
learning a new system, and you can 
handle implementing it, it’s a great 
time.”

Part of the reason it works is 
because kids care about school 
shopping, said Patricia A. Seaman, 
a spokeswoman for the National 
Endowment for Financial Education.

“Back-to-school shopping, like all 
shopping, is a teachable moment 

for kids and money, and they have 
a vested interest in the outcomes 
since they are the ones who have to 
carry the backpacks and wear the 
clothes they have chosen for the 
upcoming year,” she said.

It turns out kids really need those 
lessons. Despite a high-profile focus 
on financial literacy in the U.S., 
teens generally are not excelling 
when it comes to money knowledge.

An international report released 

last year showed about 18 percent 
of U.S. 15-year-olds didn’t reach 
a baseline level of proficiency in 
financial literacy, according to an 
assessment by the Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and Devel-
opment. U.S. teens ranked below 
average and well behind those from 
China, Belgium and Estonia.

Here are some ideas for school-
ing your kids about money through 
shopping.

• Budgeting. A spending plan is 
fundamental for using money wisely, 
so the process doesn’t start with a 
trip to the mall but with a conversa-
tion. Take inventory of what they 
need, typically school supplies and 
clothing.

“Work with your child to make a 
list of everything he or she wants 
and needs for school and how much 
it costs,” Seaman said. But mom 
and dad should have veto power 
over purchases.

• Needs vs. wants. The difference 
between needs and wants may be 
the most important lesson of all for 
kids.

“You need a backpack; you 
want one with the Avengers on it,” 
Seaman said. “Challenge your chil-
dren when they say ‘I want.’ Have 
them find the basic version of what 
they want and discuss how it will 
fulfill their needs.”

It’s time to talk about how wanting 
things is natural, but that some 
people define themselves by what 
they buy — and how keeping up 
with the Joneses is a race they 
cannot win.

For upgrades beyond the 
functional choices and their bud-
geted amounts, require the child 
to contribute their own money. 
On average, teens this year will 
contribute $33.27, and preteens 
will spend $17.57, according to the 
retail federation.

• Lands’ End rule. Clothing is a 
necessity, but high-end sweaters 
are not. Where do you draw the 
line?

One answer is the Lands’ End 
rule, suggested by Ron Lieber in 
his book, “The Opposite of Spoiled: 
Raising Kids who are Grounded, 
Generous and Smart About Money.”

Lieber argues that Lands’ End is 
known for quality apparel but not 
pricey high fashion. If a child wants 
a pair of expensive jeans, parents 
might pay whatever Lands’ End 
charges, and the child must pay the 
difference. The benchmark retailer 

is up to parents; they can instead 
choose to draw the line at prices 
from Target or Nordstrom.

• Comparison shopping. Looking 
up prices online before heading to 
the mall will give you and your child 
an idea of the price range for that 
item. Incorporating secondhand 
stores into the shopping process 
is a great lesson too — especially 
for clothes or sporting equipment. It 
makes you think about the extreme 
markup for new items.

• Trade-offs. Shopping on a 
budget allows older children to 
experience the concept of oppor-
tunity costs, or trade-offs — how 
buying one item limits their ability to 
buy others. It’s the “money doesn’t 
grow on trees” lesson.

Introduce scenarios in which 
children must choose between 
competing spending priorities. “Do 
you want the $100 sneakers or a 
moderately priced pair and an extra 
pair of jeans?”

• Seeking value. “The cheapest 
isn’t always the best buy, and price 
isn’t always the best indicator of 
quality,” Seaman said. Examine 
merchandise with your child and talk 
about how well it’s made and how 
long it’s likely to last.

For clothing, introduce the 
concept of “cost per wear.” By that 
measure, a $100 pair of jeans worn 
40 times during the school year is 
far cheaper than a $40 pair worn 
three times.

• Single-item lessons. With a 
younger child, you might teach a 
money lesson on a single back-to-
school purchase, like shoes, instead 
of the whole shopping event, Steve 
Economides said. Set a budget 
and help them do the comparison 
shopping.

• Overspending. “Don’t bail out 
your kids if they overspend; instead, 
take them back to the store to return 
the items that blew the budget,” 
Seaman said. You could even 
introduce the concept of credit, bor-
rowing money from you but paying 
it back with interest: “You can have 
this fancy binder, but it will cost you 
$7 instead of $5 when you pay me 
back,” she said.

Talk about how to resist impulse 
buys, delay gratification and not 
succumb to marketing messages.

• Look ahead. Beyond needs for 
the first day of school are expenses 
while school is in session. Forecast 
what expenses are likely to crop up 
during the school year.

Back-to-school 
shopping lessons

(Continued from Page 1)
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Chicago mom feels back-to-school shopping is an intrusion while it’s still summer
By Vikki Ortiz Healy
Chicago Tribune (TNS)

As a working mother of two, I try 
my best to stay ahead of schedule 
when it comes to my family’s needs. 

But the arrival of back-to-school 
merchandise at drugstores, discount 
outlets and websites in recent 
weeks has prompted a rebellion in 
me — a stubborn position that even 
this Planning Mama did not see 
coming.

I refuse to buy any back-to-school 
items until I feel we’ve had a suf-
ficient summer. 

Factor #1: The weather
We waited all year — from a Hal-

loween with coats over costumes 
to Easter egg hunts moved indoors 
— for warmer weather and bright 
sunshine.

 And then, when we finally 
reached the summer months, what 
did we get?

A measly four days between June 
1 and July 16 deemed “clear” or 

“sunny” by the National Weather 
Service.  The service declares 
each day clear, mostly clear, partly 
cloudy, mostly cloudy or cloudy 
based on an average of hourly 
measurements.

In June, there were 17 days with 
measurable rain, compared with 10 
days on average.

 This is not news to parents 
across the Chicago area, who spent 
too many days this summer finding 
rainy-day activities for cooped-up 
kids, worrying about outdoor swim 
lessons in the cold and postponing 
plans for backyard campouts.

Factor #2: Summer sneezing
Typically, these are the months 

when my family enjoys a break 
from the runny noses, fevers and 
nighttime coughs that seem to recur 
every several weeks during the rest 
of the year. 

But in mid-June, both my daugh-
ters were hit with upper respiratory 
viruses that lingered for weeks 

before morphing into sinus infec-
tions. And as anyone who has had 
young kids can attest: Kids with 
colds equal parents up all night and 
wiping noses all day long.

So I guess it was bad luck for our 
family.

When the sun finally came out 
and temperatures finally began feel-
ing like summer, I was at the local 
drugstore picking up Boogie Wipes 
and medicine.

And that’s when I saw what I 
considered the final straw: the 
onslaught of back-to-school sales.

Factor #3: School supplies 
replacing pool toys

Gone were the squirt guns, swim 
noodles and other fun summer 
accessories I had seen days before.

 The center aisles of the store 
had been completely replaced with 
folders, notebooks, lunch totes and 
other school supplies.

“Ooooh,” Gracie said, veering off 
toward a Rapunzel notebook, until 

I yanked her back like a protective 
Mama Bear leading my cub away 
from predators.

I realize that predator is not a 
word often associated with crayons, 
rulers and bottles of glue, but in that 
moment, those items absolutely felt 
like they were about to attack and 
swallow my family’s few precious 

remaining weeks of summer.
But I am serious about not 

purchasing one school-related 
item until my girls are back in great 
health, sporting suntans and we’ve 
had our fill of eating Popsicles, 
splashing in the sprinkler and catch-
ing fireflies.

That’s all I have planned for now.

Texas birth-certificate law complicates school enrollment
By Dianne Solis
The Dallas Morning News (TNS)

DALLAS — Dallas public school 
officials face potential problems in 
the enrollment process for U.S.-born 
children with noncitizen parents.

Dallas County stopped issu-
ing birth certificates for U.S.-born 
children of noncitizen parents who 
use foreign identification cards 
from consulates, citing state law 
and changes made by the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. Dallas 
schools ask for birth certificates at 
enrollment.

It isn’t yet clear how many might 
be affected by the problem in the 
Dallas Independent School District, 
which, with about 160,000 stu-
dents, is one of the nation’s largest 
districts.

District trustee Miguel Solis is 
worried. Children most likely to be 
affected are those under 11 who are 
enrolling for the first time, he said.

““There really is no other way 
to say it. … We are obligated to 
provide an education regardless of 
the circumstances.”

If parents don’t have the birth 
certificates, the district will give 
them 30 days to get them and after 
that will accept other documents, 
spokesman Andre Riley said. Those 

may include a baptism certificate, 
a hospital birth record and others, 
Solis said.

For years, the foreign IDs have 
been used by Dallas County as 
acceptable ID for obtaining birth 
certificates of U.S.-born children. 
But, for years, at the Texas Depart-
ment of State Health Services, such 
IDs were refused as identification 
to obtain the same certified birth 
certificates, department spokesman 
Chris Van Deusen said.

Dallas County accepted the 
foreign ID until June. The policy 
was changed at the request of the 
Department of Homeland Security 
and the Department of State Health 
Services, Dallas County Clerk John 
F. Warren said in an email.

The Texas Administrative Code 
lists primary documents acceptable 
to receive a birth certificate, but it 
doesn’t include consular IDs. But 
a list of secondary documents, for 
those without primary documents, 
includes a “foreign identification with 
identifiable photo of applicant.”

Van Deusen said consular iden-
tification doesn’t qualify under the 
code “because it is not a secure ID.”

Solis disagreed.
“The fact is that the state’s inter-

pretation is actively denying United 

States citizens access to their birth 
certificate — and that needs to 
change,” he said. “The state should 
not force counties to implement a 
policy that in practice leaves U.S. 
citizens without access to their birth 
certificates.”
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By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

Jeff Van Gundy? Nostradamus 
he’s not.

The future NBA coach, as a Provi-
dence graduate assistant in 1987, 
predicted Friars star Billy Donovan 
had a great shot at making the Utah 
Jazz roster because “they’ve got 
a guy there that’s in, like, his third 
year named (John) Stockton that I’m 
not so sure about. He hasn’t played 
very much.”

Donovan — now the Oklahoma 
City Thunder coach — told The 
Oklahoman that Van Gundy got 
this return call immediately after 
Donovan’s first NBA practice: “Hey, 
Jeff, remember that comment you 
made about you’re not sure about 
Stockton? That’s the best guard I’ve 
ever played against in my entire 
life.”

Headlines
—At Fark.com: “Police say 

bomb threat at Wrigley Field was 
unfounded; it was just Starlin 
Castro.”

—At SportsPickle.com: “Broken 

Sports: Sideline Chatter
jaw to force Geno Smith to miss 18-
30 turnovers.”

Gut-check time
U.S. rowers got stricken with sick 

stomachs after taking a test run 
on Rio’s sewage-tainted Olympic 
Games venue.

“Faster, higher, stronger”? More 
like “up Rodrigo de Freitas Lake 
without a paddle.”

College football quiz
The legally challenged Florida 

State football team had two team 
photos taken this year because:

a) Coach Jimbo Fisher wanted 
one with suspended running back 
Dalvin Cook in the picture and one 
without.

b) Tallahassee Police requested 
front and side views.

Barbie, Ken: meet Roger
NFL marketing bonanza just wait-

ing to happen: the Roger Goodell 
bobble-everything doll.

News flash
Dateline Ann Arbor: Officials 

finally nabbed that aggressive 
turkey that had been terrorizing the 
University of Michigan campus.



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   August 18, 2015   THE BULLETIN  Page 9

Scientist discovers 
ugly new species of 
fish in Gulf of Mexico
By David Fleshler
Sun Sentinel (TNS)

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. — By con-
ventional standards, the new species of fish 
discovered deep in the Gulf of Mexico is not 
beautiful.

Actually, by almost any standard, it’s hideous.
But this spiky, snaggle-toothed fish, a sea 

creature from somebody’s nightmares, is 
adapted to the harsh world below 3,000 feet, 
where it was co-discovered by a scientist at 
Nova Southeastern University.

Deep-sea expert Tracey Sutton identified 
the species while studying sea life at extreme 
ocean depths in response to the Deepwa-
ter Horizon oil spill of 2010, the university 
announced Wednesday.

The new species, now named Lasiognathus 
dinema, was found as part of a research trawl 
that samples marine life at various ocean 
depths. In effect, they haul up a lot of dead stuff 
and see what they have.

Working with Theodore Pietsch from the 
University of Washington, Sutton found one 
species of anglerfish that had never been seen 
before. In fact they found three samples, all 
females, somewhere between 3,300 and 4,900 
feet.

The new species uses a lure mounted on 
its head to attract prey. Anyone seeing photos 
of the thing may be glad to learn it’s tiny. The 
largest of the three samples was less than 4 
inches long.

Fish of the deep ocean tend to look pretty 
scary, with enormous mouths and needle-like 
teeth. Sutton said this is because they must 
be able to grab any available food in a difficult 
environment in which nutrition is hard to obtain.

“It’s just a really harsh place to live,” he 
said. “There’s no sunlight. It’s cold all the time. 
There’s a lot of pressure. There’s not a lot of 
food. Anything you see, you’d better eat it.”

Sutton said the discovery of a new species 
shows how little we know about life in the deep 
ocean, a region defined as beginning at 1,000 
meters, or about 3,300 feet.

Working under a federal oil-spill damage 
assessment program, they surveyed an area 
around the spill site the size of West Virginia. 
They are creating a baseline for what lives 
there so the next time there’s a disaster, we will 
have a prior situation with which to compare it.

“What the Deepwater Horizon spill demon-
strated is our lack of information on what lives 
in the depths,” Sutton said. “It’s the largest 
living space on earth, and we actually know 
very little about it.”
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Look for us on 
Facebook

Owners of much-maligned dog breed make good use of free pit bull clinic
By Denys Bucksten
Chicago Tribune (TNS)

WAUKEGAN, Ill. — More than 
200 pet owners gathered on a 
recent Saturday, many well before 
the 11 a.m. start, for a pit bull health 
clinic at Waukegan Animal Control, 
free to city residents. People and 
pets stood beneath a blazing sun 
in high humidity with the patience 
and enthusiasm of fans lining up for 
Chicago Blackhawks playoff tickets.

The clinic, sponsored by Bryan 
& Amanda Bickell Foundation, 
uses the hockey star’s fame and 
resources to help pit bulls.

The clinic administered vaccines; 
implanted microchips in the dogs; 
gave out high-quality leashes; 
collars, harnesses, food, chew toys 
and training information. Clinic work-
ers also set up 138 appointments 
for free spaying or neutering at area 
veterinary clinics.

Waukegan Animal Control Direc-
tor Susan Elliot said the clinic was 
a success, but she and Bickell 
Foundation director Alicia Boemi 
agreed that Waukegan will need a 
follow-up clinic in late August, early 
September, starting earlier in the 
day to avoid a repeat of the weather 
stress.

“People were standing out in 
front of our gate at 8:30,” said Elliot. 
“What was most shocking to me 
was that there was not one human-
aggressive dog. I was in awe how 
well behaved the pit bulls were in a 
situation where it was hot and a mil-
lion other dogs around them.”

Dog owner Douglas Nordlane 
and his two female pit bulls at one 
point moved into the air-conditioned 
animal control office. Nordlane 
seemed typical of many attend-
ees, with his beautiful, happy and 
well-groomed dogs, but not enough 
resources for spaying, shots and 
other costly upkeep.

“I have two daughters in (col-
lege),” said Nordlane, explaining 
why the free services meant so 
much. Nordlane hadn’t planned on 
adopting pit bulls, he said, but took 
action to save one being abandoned 
not too long ago, leading to his 
affection for the breed.

Volunteers from Chicago Veteri-

nary Emergency & Specialty Center, 
Players for Pits, 3R Dog Training, 
Fetching Tails, Two Bostons, Bait 
Free, and Wet Nose verified that 
owners were Waukegan residents, 
provided services, rushed bowls 
and bottles of water to the lines of 
waiting people and pets, moved 
at-risk attendees into air-conditioned 
vehicles or the animal control build-
ing and kept the lines moving.

The clinic was the latest evidence 
of a Waukegan coalition — Mayor 
Wayne Motley, city officials, Elliot’s 
animal control staff and assorted 
humane nonprofits — to set a stan-
dard for care of animals in the city of 
over 89,000.

“I give all the credit for the suc-
cess of this program to Susan Elliot, 
who coordinated this event with 
the Brian Bickell Foundation,” said 
Motley. “There’s no question we’re 
now really getting on the owners of 
animals, not just pit bulls, to register 
their animals, vaccinate them, 
maintain their animals, take them off 
chains and keep their pets in a good 
environment.

Motley, a veteran Wauke-
gan police officer who retired 
as sergeant, has long held that 
Waukegan’s animal control should 
be a no-kill facility, a de facto policy 
he achieved with the help of Elliot, 

Police Chief Wayne Walles and sup-
porting nonprofits, such as WAGS, 
Waukegan Animals Getting Saved.

Veterinarian Dr. Jack MacKen-
zie, owner of Chicago Veterinary 
Emergency and Specialty Center, 
manned the front lines at the clinic, 
along with three of his clinic’s techs, 
who drove up from Chicago to 
volunteer their time.

“I was very impressed today with 
the shape these (Waukegan pit 
bulls) were in,” he said. “I looked at 
least half of these dogs and not a 
single one was in bad shape at all. 
They all looked very healthy. It was 
obvious these dogs are family and 
(their owners) take care of them.”

Retired Waukegan police officer 
Todd Schmitz, a dog owner who 
supports area shelters and special-
izes in saving injured reptiles in the 
wild, has seen his share of mis-
treated pit bulls and other animals.

Schmitz said pit bulls have gotten 
a bad rap because of their associa-
tion with gangbangers, and others 
who’ve bought their dogs, some-
times for the wrong reasons. “Some 
of (the bangers) love their dogs; 
others simply got them for status. 
One problem is that the majority of 
bangers are young and immature. 
They can barely take care of them-
selves, let alone a dog.”

Lake Zurich Veterinarian Jack MacKenzie meets a young patient waiting in line at a free pit bull health clinic 
hosted by the Bryan & Amanda Bickell Foundation on July 25, 2015 at Waukegan Animal Control in Waukegan, 
Ill. (Denys Bucksten/CHicago Tribune/TNS)
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Pickup trucks are getting more refined, luxurious and as expensive as you want
By Brent Snavely
Detroit Free Press (TNS)

DETROIT — The Detroit Three 
continue to add chrome, leather, 
wood and high-tech features to their 
pickups to turn vehicles that were 
once viewed as workhorses into 
refined, luxurious vehicles that can 
still tow a boat or haul gear.

Over the past several years, 
designers have continued to push 
the limit, elevating the price of high-
end pickups past $50,000 and then 
past $60,000. And that’s just for 
the full-size pickups. The average 
price for most high-end versions of 
larger heavy duty pickups exceeds 
$70,000.

Today’s top-of-the-line trucks 
have heated steering wheels, 
heated and cooled seats, and 
aluminum wheels, along with all of 
the latest high-tech features, such 
as rear-view cameras and blind 
spot monitoring systems — not to 
mention enough chrome to blind 
onlookers on a sunny day.

Every time automakers roll out 
a higher-level truck, they discover 
there is even more demand than 
they anticipated, leading executives 
to predict the industry will continue 
to push the limit.

“Have we found the ceiling yet? 
I don’t think so,” said Stuart Pierce, 
marketing manager for the GMC 
Sierra.

In 2014, what a consumer 
paid for a car or truck sold in the 
U.S. hit a record high average of 
$32,386, a 17.5 percent increase 
compared with 2004, accord-
ing to Edmunds.com, while the 

average transaction prices for the 
entire pickup segment has risen to 
$40,696 over the same period, a 
41.3 percent increase.

Doug Scott, Ford’s truck group 
marketing manager, said many 
of the customers who are paying 
$50,000 or more for a pickup are 
paying even more for the horses or 
horse trailers that the truck is being 
used to tow.

“I think we can go higher,” Scott 
said. “The customer that wants 
exclusivity. I definitely don’t think 
this is the limit or the ceiling.”

With no apparent limit to demand 
or a ceiling for a top-end price, it’s 
not surprising to see automakers 
continuing to pursue more sales 
with ever-more luxurious trucks. The 
profit margin for the average pickup 
truck is about $10,000, and it’s 
much higher for the higher-priced 
models.

Scott acknowledged that it 
doesn’t cost much, in terms of prod-
uct development or engineering, 
to pick out higher quality materials 
and tech features and add them to 
the already existing manufacturing 
process.

Still, Ram CEO Bob Hegbloom 
said automakers must be care-
ful. The trucks have to exude both 
toughness and quality.

“You can’t just put a higher price 
sticker on it,” he said.

What, exactly, is a luxury pickup 
truck?

Depending on who you talk to, 
luxury pickups are defined as a 
pickup truck that costs either more 
than $40,000 or more than $50,000.

Ford recently announced it is 
bringing back the top-of-the-line 
Limited trim level of the F-150 for 
the 2016 model year, describing it 
as the “most advanced and luxuri-
ous truck ever.”

The truck, which will go on sale 
this winter, will sell for more than 
$60,000. It has unique 22-inch 
aluminum wheels, a special grille 
and badging in places such as the 
tailgate.

Ford’s luxury truck models also 
include the Ford F-150 Lariat, which 
starts at $39,310 and the Ford 
F-150 King Ranch, which starts at 
$49,120.

Fiat Chrysler Automobiles sells 
the Ram 1500 Laramie that starts at 
$39,275 and the Ram 1500 Laramie 
Longhorn that starts at $47,185.

In addition, Ram announced in 
June that an updated version of its 
Ram 1500 Laramie Limited starts at 
$50,675.

The Laramie Limited includes 
Argento wood, all-black, full-leather 
seating, a leather-wrapped steering 
wheel, real wood interior compo-
nents and unique badges that the 
company describes as a “black-tie” 
luxury alternative to the popular 
southwestern-themed Laramie 
Longhorn edition pickup.

Hegbloom said about 29 percent 
of Ram’s light-duty pickups sold for 
$40,000 or more in 2009. Today, 67 
percent of the brand’s pickups sell 
for more than $40,000.

At GM, the top-of-the-line trucks 
include the GMC Sierra 1500 SLT 
that starts at $46,810, the GMC 
Sierra 1500 Denali that starts at 
$49,665 for two-wheel drive ver-
sions and the Chevrolet Silverado 
High Country that starts at $45,100 
for two-wheel drive versions.

So far this year, more than 50 
percent of the GMC Sierra models 
sold were either Denali or SLT ver-
sions, Pierce said.

During 2008, when gas prices 
zoomed past $4 per gallon, pickup 
truck sales slumped as some people 
opted for smaller cars.

Over the past year, gas prices 
have been relatively low and stable. 
Those low prices have given Ameri-
can consumers more discretionary 
income and have contributed to a 
decline in sales of small and alter-
native fuel cars. The fastest-growing 
vehicle segments in the U.S. are 

small and mid-sized crossovers.
Automakers say luxury pickup 

sales are less susceptible than 
they were in the past to gas prices. 
That’s partly because they are more 
fuel efficient and also because the 
buyers are different.

“These are people who can’t live 
without a pickup truck. I can’t see 
them, the largest majority are not 
going to switch segments,” Pierce 
said.

“Every time 
automakers roll 
out a higher-level 
truck, they discover 
there is even more 
demand than they 
anticipated.”

Today’s top-of-the-line trucks boast a slew of amenities, including the 
2016 Ford F-150 Limited, and consumer demand is strong. (Ford/TNS)



Page 12  THE BULLETIN   August 18, 2015    (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

God knows our suffering and will 
never forsake us

My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Microscopic organisms being nurtured undergroud could lead to increased gas production
By Sean Cockerham
McClatchy Washington Bureau (TNS)

MORGANTOWN, W.Va. — On a 
muddy hill above a World War II ord-
nance plant that made material for 
atomic bombs, a fracking crew will 
drill thousands of feet underground 
in a search for life itself.

The drilling is a hunt for micro-
scopic organisms, first introduced 
hundreds of millions of years ago, 
which have evolved to live in the 
shale 7,000 feet below the ground, 
at pressures 600 times that of the 
surface, and temperatures around 
160 degrees F.

Little is known about what lives at 
those extreme depths and whether 
the microbes are even down there. 
But, if found and given a food 
source that allows them to thrive, 
they have properties that offer the 
potential to help drillers pump more 
natural gas and prolong the U.S. 
energy boom.

Paula Mouser, assistant professor 

of engineering at Ohio State Univer-
sity, calls it the “next frontier.”

Among the life she expects to find 
in the shale rock more than a mile 
below the surface of the Earth are 
organisms that produce methane, 
the primary component of natural 
gas.

“Imagine a situation where you 
could actually enhance methane 
recovery or methane production 
by providing organisms at these 
depths what they need to live,” said 
Mouser.

The researchers have obtained 
samples containing such bacteria 
bubbling up from other oil and gas 
drilling wells. The organisms are 
rod-shaped critters, some with tails, 
and have similarities to what is 
found in the deep ocean.

But those samples were col-
lected after the fracking already 
happened. So it is not clear whether 
the microbes were really living 
far underground, or if they were 

introduced by outside sources like 
the water that drillers pump below to 
fracture the shale rocks and get the 
oil and gas.

This time will be different. The 
drillers in the coming months will 
haul up pristine core samples before 
the fracking starts. So researchers 
can see what lives in the shale rock 
far below.

While there’s been study of 
ocean microbes (some of which eat 
hydrocarbons and help clean up oil 
spills), the deep shale rock was long 
elusive to scientists. There wasn’t 
so much incentive for companies 
to spend millions on drilling a well 
before the fracking boom hit in 
2009.

“Finding life at depths like that 
would be amazing,” said Tim Carr, 
a professor of geology at West 
Virginia University.

The hunt for life is part of a much 
broader effort called the Marcellus 
Shale Energy and Environment 

Laboratory, or MSEEL.
The $11 million MSEEL initiative 

will give unprecedented access to 
Department of Energy and univer-
sity researchers over five years to 
fracking wells being drilled by North-
east Natural Energy, a company 
based in Charleston, West Virginia.

Researchers will track air and 
water quality and measure the envi-
ronmental effects that have made 
fracking controversial. Fiber optics in 
the wells will pinpoint the most effi-
cient ways for drillers to fracture the 
shale rock with high-pressure water 
and release the natural gas inside.

Q: The doctors say this was my 
last Christmas, because I have an 
inoperable brain tumor, and I’m 
not expected to live much longer. 
I feel so sad and hopeless. If you 
could sit down and talk to me, what 
would you say? -D. McN.

A: The first thing I’d say to you is 
that God knows what you’re going 
through, and He loves you and 
wants you to experience His pres-
ence every step of the way. God’s 
promise is for you: “Never will I 
leave you; never will I forsake you” 
(Hebrews 13:5).

How do I know this is true - and 
how can you know it’s true for 
you? I know it because of what we 
celebrate at Christmas: The coming 
of Jesus Christ into the world on 
that first Christmas night slightly 
over 2,000 years ago. He wasn’t 
just another baby who grew up to 

be a great man. He was God in 
human flesh, sent by God to open 
heaven’s door for us. He did this 
by offering us the most important 
gift we could ever receive - the gift 
of God’s forgiveness. The Bible 
says, “For the wages of sin is 
death, but the gift of God is eternal 
life in Christ Jesus our Lord” 
(Romans 6:23).

At Christmas, you probably were 
given a number of gifts. But what if 
you’d rejected them, or never took 
them and opened them? Others 
paid for them and offered them to 
you, but they only became yours 
if you reached out and received 
them as your own.

The same is true with God’s 
gift of salvation. Christ has done 
everything possible to make it 
yours, but you must receive it. I 
invite you to do this today, by turn-
ing to Jesus and by faith receiving 
Him into your life.
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SEEKING
INDUSTRIAL HELPERS

Call our job hotline (281) 910-5926 for more information.
Do not call the main office number.

APPLY IN PERSON AT:
Southwest Refractory of Texas

2211 N. Gordon, Alvin, TX
Tuesday - Thursday, 8:00 am - 4:00 pm

You must bring your driver’s license 
and Social Security card

To work turn-around in the Mont Belvieu area
$16 per hour

Must have reliable transportation
Must pass an UA drug test and background check

Plant experience helpful

Cashless technology taking its 
toll on tollbooth attendants

By Jenni Bergal
Stateline.org (TNS)

Remember when drivers would 
pull up to a tollbooth, hand cash to 
a collector and wait for the gate to 
rise so they could pass?

That experience is fast becom-
ing a thing of the past as a grow-
ing number of states demolish 
tollbooths and switch to electronic, 
cashless tolling systems, such as 
E-ZPass. And so are the jobs of 
many of the men and women who 
collect tolls.

States and quasi-govern-
mental road authorities, which 
increasingly are turning to tolls 
for highway and bridge repair 
and maintenance, have followed 
the lead of private industry and 
replaced people with new technol-
ogy in search of better efficiency, 
better customer service and more 
cost savings.

Transportation officials say elec-
tronic tolling improves driver safety 
and traffic flow, saves government 
money and reduces pollution by 
cutting fuel consumption. 

Critics say it invades people’s 
privacy, discriminates against 
low-income drivers and sometimes 
results in motorists being errone-
ously charged fees and penalties.

What’s not in dispute is the 
fact that toll-collector jobs have 
dwindled and will continue to do 
so.

“It is a dying profession,” said 
Bill Cramer, communications direc-
tor for the International Bridge, 
Tunnel and Turnpike Association, 
which represents owners and 
operators of toll facilities. “People 
are doing away with tollbooths 
because new technology has 
come along.”

Thirty-four states have toll 
roads, according to the asso-
ciation. At least 23 of them use 
some type of electronic tolling in 
combination with a cash payment 
system.

Some states are eliminating 
toll plazas entirely in some areas 
and moving to all-electronic 
systems. At least six — Califor-
nia, Colorado, Florida, Georgia, 
Massachusetts and Texas — have 
swapped traditional tollbooths for 
cashless systems on some roads 

or bridges, Cramer said. 
That allows drivers to zip 

through without having to slow 
down or cue into single-file lanes.

States traditionally have relied 
on funding from the federal High-
way Trust Fund to build and main-
tain roads. But that fund is nearly 
depleted because it is financed by 
a federal gas tax that hasn’t been 
raised in more than two decades, 
and Congress has yet to agree on 
how to keep the fund afloat.

As a result, states increasingly 
have turned to user-funded toll 
systems, many of which are at 
least partly electronic. The trend is 
toward making them all electronic.

President Barack Obama’s 
proposed six-year transportation 
budget this year would require 
all new toll facilities on highways 
that receive federal funding to use 
all-electronic tolling after Oct. 1, 
2016.

With cashless tolling systems, 
drivers pass under arches called 
gantries. They contain sensors 
that detect transponders or tags 
that motorists affix to their cars 
to electronically record toll fares. 
Cameras also photograph the 
license plates.

In some states, drivers open 
an account using a credit or debit 
card, and fares are automatically 
deducted each time they pass 
through. In others, the electronic 
system collects the total number of 
transactions in a month and sends 
invoices.

For motorists without transpon-
ders, the license plates are photo-
graphed, and bills are sent to the 
registered owners. Usually, there 
is an administrative fee added, or 
the toll is higher.

Officials also say cashless 
tolling is preferable for safety 
reasons, and it’s even better when 
the tolling is totally electronic.

Officials say cashless systems 
also are more convenient for driv-
ers because they reduce bottle-
necks — no one has to stop and 
wait in a long line to pay.

“Technology is changing to 
make things easier, cheaper, 
better. Tolls are no different,” said 
Doug Hecox, a Federal Highway 
Administration spokesman.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 “Say it isn’t so!”
5 Slick
9 Japanese poem with 17 syllables
14 More than simmer
15 Natural skin soother
16 Caravan stop
17 ‘50s-’60s Ramblers, briefly
18 Grand Prix series designation
20 Brings in, as salary
22 Geeky types

23 Controversial Vietnam War 
defoliant
26 Onetime Leno announcer Hall
29 Salt, in France
30 “__ we there yet?”
31 Add to the staff
33 Serving at Popeyes
36 Gutter site
37 Avon or Fuller Brush work, e.g.
42 Too
43 Country bumpkins

44 “I hope you’ve learned your __!”
47 Pro vote
48 Little white lie
51 “__-hoo! Over here!”
52 What Al Capone led
56 Collar attachment for Spot
57 “MASH” setting
58 “Shh! Don’t tell!” and hint to what 
can precede the starts of 18-, 23-, 
37- and 52-Across
63 Cheesy sandwich
64 Dance in a line
65 Actress Garr
66 Autobahn auto
67 Like a truck climbing a steep hill
68 Flower part
69 Tiff

DOWN
1 White House family
2 Respect that’s “paid”
3 Coin with a buffalo, once
4 Designer Mary-Kate or Ashley
5 Klutzy fellow
6 U.N. worker protection gp.
7 Doone of Exmoor
8 Red Sea republic
9 “Texas” poker variety
10 Very small batteries
11 Prefix with metric
12 Kith and __
13 Exploit
19 Hankering
21 Button that gets things going
24 Sandwich cookie
25 Raring to go
26 Airline with famously tight 
security
27 Symbol of peace
28 Hair colorings
32 Vegetables in pods
33 The “B” in TV’s former The WB 
network
34 “Your point being...?”
35 Target city for Godzilla
37 Tyne of “Judging Amy”
38 Margarine
39 __ buco: veal dish
40 Scuba diving area
41 Not tight
45 Familiar adage
46 Evening, in ads
48 Inflame with enthusiasm
49 Marcos with a shoe collection
50 “Take a hike!”
53 Verifiable findings
54 “Snowy” wader
55 Sauce tomatoes
56 “Othello” conspirator
58 Here, in Le Havre
59 Truck weight unit
60 NBC late-night comedy hit
61 Before, in poetry
62 Tiny Dickens boy
(c)2015 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
HAH  HIGH  HASH  HITCH  HARSH  HUNCH  HATCH  HEALTH  HOGWASH
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: TEMPO  ALIAS  HANSOM  LAWYER
Answer: When he didn’t fix the leak, his wife said it was a -- SHOWER “STALL”

Tribune Content Agency
ARIES (March 21-April 19): Your 

valiant efforts to gain approval turn 
into a two-edged sword. You may be 
viewed as manipulative or could feel 
as though you’re being manipulated 
by others. Use creativity to make 
key changes this week.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Do 
your homework. It’s in your best 
interest to stay current and on top of 
the latest news and data. Let others 
know how you feel and you may be 
surprised by a sudden change in 
behavior in the upcoming week.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): You 

may feel a lack of family connec-
tions in the upcoming week. It might 
be Mom and Dad, your spouse 
and kids, or your hometown and 
neighborhood that hold the power to 
make you feel safe and secure.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): You 
may mingle with those who only see 

the glass as half full. The see-saw 
between pessimism and optimism 
in the week ahead might mean that 
someone refuses to agree with you 
or makes promises he/she can’t 
possibly fulfill.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Joys 
shared are doubled. Someone 
close could get carried away with 
a harebrained scheme or exagger-
ate a situation during the next few 
days. Be reassuring and provide a 
positive influence to alter outcomes 
this week.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Some 
say you’re sly as a fox. You can pick 
up the scent of confidential informa-
tion and put it to good use in the 
week to come. Someone might be 
suspicious if you’re too curious. Be 
discreet, not gullible.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Talk is 
cheap. Your charming words can 
soothe the savage beast and delight 
admirers. Don’t get involved in a 
new romantic relatioship in the week 
ahead, however, as it might not live 
up to expectations.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
There’s more than one way to skin 
a cat. Of course, no one in their 
right mind would harm an innocent 
animal, but this saying may remind 

you to try different methods in the 
week ahead.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 
Don’t force a point and turn it into an 
issue. The appropriate information 
will eventually rise to the surface, 
so you don’t need to dive in and stir 
things up. People will tend to jolly 
you along this week to avoid a spat.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Remain reasonable in the face 
of obsessive ideas. You must be 
careful to not offend the very people 
who care about you the most in the 
week ahead. Re-evaluate plans to 
invest resources or spend your nest 
egg.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Listen for the starting gun. You may 
be left behind at the gate if you 
simply keep plodding along. Be 
willing to embrace new ideas in the 
week ahead. People find you attrac-
tive and desirable, so don’t argue 
with fate!

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Your energy level is likely to 
improve as this week flies by. Take 
notes if a friendly stranger brings 
unusual ideas to your attention. A 
special someone might like to try 
something different in the week 
ahead.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

Bulletin  Horoscope
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Why is defensive 
driving a good deal?

So, you got a ticket. Now what?
Should you pay it, or should you 

take a defensive driving course?
While you may not like the idea of 

sitting in a defensive driving class for 
six hours, the reality is that defensive 
driving is the cheapest way to get rid 
of a traffic violation ticket.

Plus, by taking defensive driving, 
you also will earn a certificate that 
will decrease the liability portion of 
your car insurance by 10 percent for 
the next three years. Plus, there will 
not be any points attached to your 
license.

A defensive driving class like 
Stand-Up Defensive Driving at 
Brazos Mall in Lake Jackson,  
makes you a better, more careful 
and considerate driver. By keeping 
your attention through comedy and 
integrating entertainment into the 
curriculum, you are subjected to a 
continuing education driving course 
that refreshes the rules of the road.

You’ll even learn about how laws 
of physics control what happens to 
you in a car crash, and how you can 
use these laws to avoid the crash 
altogether.

If you become a safer driver, 
chances are that you will be able to 
steer around accidents or stop your 
car safely before crashing. If you can 
do that by following a few defensive 
driving pointers, you will not file an 
insurance claim because you will not 
crash your car.

Saving 10 percent on insurance for 
the next three years is your reward 
for choosing defensive driving rather 
than paying the ticket. Once you 
complete the course and receive your 
certifi- cate, the ticket does not count. 
You also will not be allotted 2 points 
on your license for a moving violation 
or 3 points for a crash.

By law, you can take defensive 
driving once every 12 months to 
dismiss a ticket.  However, once 
you complete a Stand-Up Defensive 
driving course, we hope that we 
won’t see you for another three 
years, when renewing your insurance 
discount certificate.

Call (979) 299-1000 for the Lake 
Jackson school inside Brazos Mall. 

Classes are held every Saturday 
9 a.m.-3 p.m., and call for Tuesday/
Wednesday night dates and times. 


