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Question: How can I calcu-
late my own retirement benefit 
estimate?

Answer: We suggest you use 
our Retirement Estimator at 
www.socialsecurity.gov/estimator 
. Our Retirement Estimator 
produces estimates based on your 
actual Social Security earnings 
record, so it’s a personalized, 
instant picture of your future 
estimated benefit. Also, you can 
use it to test different retirement 
scenarios based on what age 
you decide to start benefits. For 
example, you can find out your 
estimated monthly payments if 
you retire at age 62, 70 or anytime 
in between.

Question: How do I earn Social 
Security credits?

Answer: “Social Security 
credit” (sometimes referred to as 
a “quarter of coverage”) is the 
measure of your work under the 
Social Security program. We use 
your total covered yearly earn-
ings from both wages and/or net 
earnings from self-employment to 
compute Social Security credits. 
The amount needed for a credit 

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

I am lying in bed, sick to my 
stomach. I have a pounding 
headache. When the stomach 
and head gang up on you, it’s a 
miserable feeling.

I can’t get on the Internet. 
Reading is 
painful. I am 
miserable and 
bored, wast-
ing away in 
my bed when 
I should be on 
the beach or 
doing some-
thing else fun.

All I have is this big screen TV 
to watch all day, so I try to make 
the best of it.

I’m watching the HGTV’s 
“House Hunters,” where a family 
or couple tries to decide which 
house to buy. I like the beachfront 
shows, but I’ll watch any of them 
because I want to see what other 
people are buying.

I read a story a while back that 
these shows are scripted and pro-
duced in reverse, after the house 
purchase has already been made.

I can tell that they are scripted 
because too many buyers are 
using the lines: “It’s a nice size,” 
or “It will do.” I especially like the 
line, “It’s a million-dollar view.”

I watch the shows, anyway.
I don’t understand why people 

think that a half-million dollars or 
higher is a bargain for a house. 
I’m not used to the West Coast 
prices, where a broom closet can 
cost that much.

I can buy a lot of house for a 
half-million where I live, and have 
money to put in a pool. Not that I 

RAMBLINGS
The mother of all cranes

Port Freeport looks to the future, new markets. See story on Page 10.

It’s           weekend
Texas shoppers can 

save money on certain items 
priced under $100 during the 
state’s annual sales tax holiday. 
This year, the sales tax holiday is 
scheduled for Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday, Aug. 8 - 10.

The law exempts most cloth-
ing, footwear, school supplies and 
backpacks priced under $100 from 
sales tax, which could save shop-
pers about $8 on every $100 they 
spend during the weekend.

“Families gearing up for the new 
school year will not pay any sales 
tax for many back-to-school items, 

ranging from pens to 
blue jeans,” Texas Comp-

troller Susan Combs said. 
“When the back-to-school list is 
long, and the money is short, it can 
be difficult for Texas families. We 
hope this tax break will help ease 
that burden.”

Lists of apparel and school 
supplies that may be puchased 
tax-free can be found on 
the Comptroller’s website at 
www.TexasTaxHoliday.org.

This year, shoppers will save an 
estimated $82.7 million in state and 
local sales taxes during the Sales 

Tax Holiday.
The tax holiday weekend has 

been an annual event since 1999.
Merchants are counting on this 

weekend to make up some of the 
slow sales during the summer, and 
are offering discounts in addition to 
the tax free shopping.

The influx of back to school 
shoppers into stores and malls also 
helps merchants whose products 
does not qualify for tax-free status, 
and lots of bargains can be found 
on electronics, furniture, appliances, 
jewelty and other such items. Enjoy 
all the shopping and savings.
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BET YOU’RE SURPRISED TO SEE ME: Someone stole a $4,200 
GoCycle electric bike belong to the man who happened to run the 
GoCycle shop in East London. After the theft, the victim got a call from 
the thief asking how he could get a charger. The victim got his address 
and appeared at the thief’s home.

WE’RE SENSING A PATTERN OF BEHAVIOR HERE: A man showed 
up at the courthouse in Daly City, Calif., in a stolen car to answer a 
charge of car theft.

LITTLE HELP HERE, OFFICER: When a cop pulled over a drunk 
driver in Dunwoody, Ga., at 2 in the morning, the guy handed the officer a 
can of beer and asked him to hold it while he looked for his license.

THAT’LL SHOW ‘EM! After being fired from his job, a man got drunk 
and stole a forklift from the company. He was arrested when he drove it 
up onto the West Illinois Highway in New Lenox.

SO, DO YOU WANT US TO ARREST HIM OR WHAT? A 72-year-old 
man called police to his South Amherst, Ohio, home to complain that 
his grandson, who lives with him, is lazy and “does nothing around the 
home.”

CAN’T YOU READ!? IT SAYS ‘OCUPADO!’ A young woman, flying 
from London to Las Vegas with her parents, got drunk and started flirting 
with the man who was seated next to her. One thing led to another, and 
the pair went into the plane’s bathroom to get to know each other better. 
But she made so much noise that the flight crew forced open the door 
and made them stop.

I SHOULD HAVE THOUGHT THIS THROUGH: A woman breached 
the perimeter fence of the Mesa County Jail in Colorado in an effort to 
free her younger brother who had been locked up on a DUI charge. 
Ironically, he was released on bond a few hours later, but she remains in 
custody for criminal trespass.

NO WONDER YOU GUYS WERE ANGRY: A 40-year-old woman, who 
had gotten her driver’s license only a few weeks ago, ran a stop sign in 
South Brunswick, N.J., and was chased by a police cruiser, with siren 
blaring and lights flashing for more than a mile before the officer broke 
off the chase. Officers confronted the woman at her house where she 
explained that she didn’t know she was required to stop for police, and 
just wanted to get home.

AND YET THEY’RE SMART ENOUGH TO ACTUALLY BE IN COL-
LEGE: Two coeds at the University of Georgia found that they were 
unprepared to take their final exams, so they put an ad on Craigslist for 
someone to hit them with a car and injure them “enough to get out of 
taking our finals.” The ad has been removed.

OH, DID I SAY ‘HATE?’ I  MEANT ‘LOVE’: A woman posted a mes-
sage on Facebook detailing just how much she hates her boss, probably 
assuming that he would never find out about it. She was disabused of 
this notion when she received this message from the boss-man: “You do 
realize we’re friends on fbook, right?”

increases automatically each year 
as average wages increase. For 
example, in 2014, you earn one 
credit for each $1,200 of wages or 
self-employment income. You can 
receive a maximum of four credits 
for any year. Generally, you need 40 
credits to be eligible for retirement 
benefits. Learn more by reading our 
publication, “How You Earn Credits,” 
available at www.socialsecurity.gov/
pubs .

(Continued from Page 1)

Social Security

Economy grows at annual rate of 4% in second quarter, overcomes earlier deep freeze numbers
By Kevin G. Hall
McClatchy Washington Bureau (MCT)

WASHINGTON — Offsetting 
a dismal start to the year, the 
economy grew at a sizzling annual 
rate of 4 percent from April through 
June, the government has reported.

Sluggish first-quarter growth had 

been knocked down to 2.9 percent 
after two revisions, and then that 
number was changed in a third revi-
sion to 2.1 percent.

Taken together, the strong new 
number and the revision to the 
previous three months point to an 
economy that is definitively putting 

the winter slowdown in the rear-view 
mirror.

The Bureau of Economic Analysis 
report helped ease any concern that 
the economic recovery is sliding 
back into lower gear.

Personal consumption, busi-
nesses replenishing inventories, 

exports and state and local govern-
ment spending all helped power the 
economy to stronger growth from 
April to June.

When combined with the first-
quarter dip, annualized growth 
over the past six months still 
amounts to a sub-par 1.9 percent 
but is expected to improve over the 
second half of 2014.

The ADP National Employment 
Report, based off on payroll records 
for private-sector jobs, showed 

218,000 new jobs created over a 
one-month period. That was slightly 
under consensus expectations.

BEA statisticians also revised 
their estimates for growth over the 
past three years, using additional 
reporting from industries and new 
tax data as it became available.

The new estimates “don’t funda-
mentally change the picture of the 
economy,” said Brian Moyer, the 
BEA’s acting director, in an advance 
briefing with reporters.
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

The bicycle design that 
changed the world

Q.  For what group in our society 
was the coming of the “Rover” 
safety bicycle of 1885 probably 
the greatest boon?  The Starley & 
Sutton Co. model had both wheels 
the same size, thus offering the 
safest and most efficient combina-
tion for a bicycle.

A.  Its invention casts a new 
light on the old quip that “a woman 
needs a man like a fish needs a 
bicycle,” says Eric Chaline in “Fifty 
Machines that Changed the Course 
of History.”  Ironically, the safety 
bicycle (so-called because the 
rider’s feet could reach the ground) 
helped create the emancipated 
“new woman” of the late 19th cen-
tury.  Victorian women constrained 
by a modest dress code found it 
impossible to ride a penny-farthing 
with its oversized front wheel, yet 
even in a floor-length skirt, they had 
no problem with the safety bicycle.  
“Thus, the long fight for women’s 
political and social emancipation 
began when they took to the streets 
on bicycles, giving them unprec-
edented mobility, self-reliance and 
independence.”

Standing out among her contem-
poraries was Annie Kopchovsky 
(1870-1947), who as Annie Lon-
donderry in 1895 became the first 
woman to cycle around the world, 
completing the trip in 15 months.  
Even more shocking to the Victori-
ans was that she did so dressed in 

voluminous “bloomers.”  “Although 
about as revealing and sexy as a 
workman’s overall, bloomers never-
theless showed that the wearer had 
legs, making Annie the Lady Gaga 
of her day.”

Numbers game
Q.  When you consider “the law 

of large numbers,” “the improbability 
principle” or “the law of combina-
tions,” it’s not surprising that some 
truly quirky things happen with num-
bers, such as one Israel state lottery 
picking 13, 14, 26, 32, 33, 36 on 
September 21, 2010 and then again 
a few weeks later on October 16; or 
the same person winning the same 
big lottery more than once.  Or what 
if you’d been Maureen Wilcox in 
1980 when “she bought tickets con-
taining the winning numbers for both 
the Massachusetts State Lottery 
and the Rhode Island Lottery”?

A.  Unfortunately for Ms. Wilcox, 
her ticket for the Massachusetts 
Lottery held the winning number for 
the Rhode Island Lottery, and vice 
versa, says David J. Hand in “Never 
Say Never” in “Scientific American” 
magazine.  Obviously, “matching a 
ticket for one lottery with the out-
come of the draw for another wins 
you nothing -- apart from a suspi-
cion that the universe is making fun 
of you.”

Tea time 
Q.  For those who really love their 

tea, it can become a “narcotic need” 
or even a sort of “religious rite.”  

Explain, please.
A.  When 19th-century poet Percy 

Bysshe Shelley was expelled from 
Oxford for writing a tract called “The 
Necessity of Atheism,” he privately 
admitted to being a “theist,” by 
which he meant being addicted to 
tea (French “the”), says Mark For-
syth in “The Horologicon:  A Day’s 
Jaunt Through the Lost Words of 
the English Language.”  “Theism (or 
tea-ism) became as popular a reli-
gion as England has ever known.”  
Or as “The Lancet” put it in an 1886 
article:  “America and England are 
the two countries afflicted most with 
the maladies arising from the exces-
sive consumption of tea,” whether 
the acute, sub acute or chronic 
variety.  “There is hardly a morbid 
symptom which may not be trace-
able to tea as its cause.”

Not surprisingly, given this love 
affair with the drink, all sorts of ter-
rible names existed for badly made 
(too weak) tea, such as “cat-lap,” 
“husband’s tea,” “maiden’s pee” and 
“blash.”  On the other hand, British 
servicemen of World War II would 
refer to good strong tea as “gunfire,” 
in that “it had the same enlivening 
effect upon the senses as coming 
under attack from the enemy.”

Advises Forsyth:  Avoid letting 
the tea steep too long, or it will be 
“overdrawn” and “potty,” that is, tast-
ing of the teapot.  Ready now, grasp 
the handle of the teapot (technically 
called the “boul”; also the name for 
the little finger holes in scissors), 
then pour and enjoy.

(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)

Smoking may increase suicide risk, study says
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

LOS ANGELES — It’s well-known that cigarettes are bad for your 
health, but does smoking make you more likely to kill yourself, too?

In a paper published in the journal Nicotine & Tobacco Research, 
authors argued that smoking and suicide may be more closely related than 
previously thought.

The researchers analyzed suicide rates in states that aggressively 
implemented anti-smoking policies from 1990 to 2004 and compared them 
to suicide rates in states that had more relaxed policies.

Those states that imposed cigarette excise taxes and smoke-free air 
regulations had lower adjusted suicide rates than did states with fewer 
anti-smoking initiatives, authors wrote.

“There does seem to be a substantial reduction in the risk for suicide 
after these policies are implemented,” said lead study author Richard 
Grucza, a psychiatric epidemiologist at Washington University School of 
Medicine in St. Louis.

“For every dollar in excise taxes, there was actually a 10 percent 
decrease in the relative risk for suicide,” Grucza told Washington Univer-
sity BioMed Radio. “The smoke-free air policies were also very strongly 
associated with reduced suicide risk.”
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

The Ten Commandments are still relevant
My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Q: I don’t agree with people who say some things are always right and 
other things are always wrong. Why should I? We need to make our own 
decisions about what’s right or wrong, and not worry about an outdated 
moral code like the Ten Commandments. - J.H.

A: Whenever people say they don’t think the Ten Commandments 
are of any use today, I often wonder if they’ve ever actually read them, 
because if they did, they might change their minds. (You can read them 
in Exodus 20 or Deuteronomy 5.)

Let me explain. The Ten Commandments is divided into two parts. 
The first commandments deal with our responsibilities toward God, 
while the second group deals with our responsibilities toward others. But 
even if you ignored the first group (which I certainly don’t advise you to 
do!), which of the second group would you dismiss? The one forbidding 
murder, or stealing, or lying, or greed (covetousness), or treating others 
with respect (especially parents)? No, all those are important, and with-
out them society falls apart.

I omitted one, however, and from what you say elsewhere in your 
letter I suspect it’s your real problem. It’s the commandment dealing with 
sexual purity, and you admit you don’t want to follow it. But God knew 
what He was doing when He included it, because we ignore it at our peril. 
It gives stability to our lives and our families, and society.

The real issue, however, is this: What place should God have in your 
life? God made you, and He loves you and knows what is best for you. 
Jesus’ warning is true: “Wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads 
to destruction” (Matthew 7:13). Don’t go down that road, tempting as it is, 
but commit your life to Christ and build your life on Him.

Brazosport Regional Health 
System is hosting sports physicals 
for all BISD students on Thursday, 
July 31 at Hopper Field from 5 to 8 
p.m. Sports physicals are essential 
for athletes to determine whether it 
is safe for them to participate in a 
particular sport.

The State of Texas requires all 
kids and teens to have a sports 
physical before they can start a new 
sport or begin a new competitive 
season.  The two main parts of the 
physical is the medical history and 
physical exam. The goals of the 
sports physicals are to evaluate 
an athlete’s general health, current 
fitness level, risk of injury, and 
physical well-being.

The physical exam will be 
completed by medical professionals 
from Brazosport Regional, including 
certified family nurse practitioners, 
alongside Dr. Charles Vega, an 
orthopedic surgeon specializing in 
sports medicine.

Sports physicals on July 31 are 
just $10, and no appointment is 
needed. It is asked that parents 
accompany their athlete to sign the 
consent forms. For more informa-
tion about sports physicals, please 
call Gary Holler at (979) 230-7000, 
ext. 28218, or Elizabeth Wilson at 
(979)730-7000, ext. 12359.

BRHS to host 
sports physicals 
for BISD students

Heat-packing doctor guns down assailant at hospital
The Philadelphia Inquirer (MCT)

DARBY, Pa. — A hospital case-
worker is dead and a psychiatrist 
injured after a gunman opened fire 
inside Mercy Fitzgerald Hospital in 
Pennsylvania’s Delaware County on 
Thursday afternoon, police said.

Officials believe the gunman 
opened fire in a small office, then 
the doctor then drew his own 
weapon and shot the assailant, 
hitting him three times and critically 
injuring him, said Delaware County 
District Attorney Jack Whelan.

The psychiatrist, 52, is expected 
to recover. Two sources, including 
one in law enforcement, identified 
him as Lee Silverman, a veteran 
doctor at the hospital.

Donald Molineux, chief of the 
nearby Yeadon Police Department, 
said the doctor “without a doubt 
saved lives” by firing back.

The suspect, identified as Richard 
Plotts of Upper Darby, was shot 
twice in the torso and once in the 
arm, and is undergoing surgery 
at the Hospital at the University of 
Pennsylvania.

Police were planning to interview 
the doctor, who works at the hos-
pital’s wellness center in Yeadon, 
the district attorney said. “We’re 
not sure exactly what happened,” 
Whelan said.
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Mamma said eat all your food, and most of us do
By Mary MacVean
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

Seems that most of us take to 
heart the common admonition to 
clean our plates, at least when we 
fill them ourselves.

Adults eat nearly 92 percent of 
the food they put on their plates, 
according to research published in 
the International Journal of Obesity.

There were some variations: If 
people were distracted, they ate 
less, almost 89 percent of what they 
took; they ate 92.8 percent of meals 
but only 76.1 percent of snacks. At 
home or in a lab, the amount eaten 
was about the same, and men and 
women ate the same percentages.

“If you put it on your plate, it’s 
going into your stomach,” said Brian 
Wansink, director of the Cornell 
Food and Brand Lab and the study’s 
lead researcher. Wansink, who 
frequently studies eating habits, con-

ducted the research with Katherine 
Abowd Johnson, a doctoral student 
at the John Hopkins Bloomberg 
School of Public Health.

The studies that looked at 
children showed they ate about 60 
percent of what they took.

Nor is the urge to clean our 
plates strictly an American trait: The 
results were nearly identical in the 
United States, Canada, France, 
Taiwan, South Korea, Finland and 
the Netherlands.

A bit of good news: People who 
were eating fruits, vegetables, 
whole grains and lean meat or dairy 
ate more — 91.2 percent — than 
those eating less healthful foods 
— 80.6 percent.

The researchers wanted to try 
to fill in a gap in studies about how 
much we eat, noting that portion 
size — particularly its increase 
— seems connected to the epi-

demic of overweight and obesity. 
Some studies measure what people 
take when they serve themselves, 
such as at buffets. Others measure 
how much of a plate of food that’s 
served people ate. Wansink and 
Johnson wanted to look at how 
much people ate when they served 
themselves.

As researchers from several 
disciplines work to find ways to 
address overeating and obesity, 
figuring out what makes people con-
sume more or less is an important 
goal. The researchers in the current 
study noted that when a study 
shows, for example, that skipping a 
meal led people to take 200 extra 
calories at the following meal, what 
really matters is how much of the 
food they ate.

This study could help suggest the 
answer. And the answer generally is 
“most of it.”
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Friday Aug.15
12:00pm – 3:00pm   DJ Jammin J
3:00pm – 4:30pm     Texxas Heat
5:00pm – 6:30pm     Chris Castenada Project
7:00pm – 8:30pm     Vu Du Kingz
9:00pm – 11:00pm   Jo Hell Band
Saturday Aug. 16
12:00pm – 1:15pm   Texas Blues Bros.
1:45pm – 3:15pm     Mike Milligan and The 

Altar Boyz
3:45pm – 5:45pm     Jo Hell Band
6:15pm – 8:00pm     Madhatter
8:30pm – 11:00pm    Pride And Joy Band

Gate Admission:  $5.00 per day or a two day 
pass $8.00

VIP Passes: single $60.00 or two for $100 
(includes: admission, vip parking, two 
meal tickets, three drink tickets, non-
alcoholic drinks all day, gift bag, koozie, 
vip private restrooms, after hours vip 
party

Club Sites: $100 30X30 sites available to 
bike clubs (bring canopies, tables, chairs, 
and fans. Electricity provided)

RV Campsites: $50 per night
VIP Parking: $20 Available to the public 
Open to All Bikes Open to the Public
Canopies, Tables, and Chairs are welcomed
No Cooler Allowed

Side Shows and Contest
Friday Aug.15
6:30 pm     Jalapeno Eating Contest, Cash 

Prize
8:30 pm     Hot Leggs Contest, Cash Prize

Saturday Aug. 16
9:30am – 11:45am (registration) Salute to 

Military Bike Rally at Goe Harley David-
son (Angleton Tx)

10:00am -12:00pm  Car and Bike Registration
1:00pm – 2:00pm  Car and Bike 

Show Judging (3:00pm Awards)
12:00pm – KSU      12:45pm - Destination 

Fairgrounds
12:00 pm – 8:00pm Kids Zone (water slide, 

rock wall, zip-line, and bounce house)
2:00pm    No 

Hand Watermelon Eating Contest Cash 
Prize (All Ages)

3:15pm – 3:45pm     Texas All Star Wrestling
4:00pm – 5:00pm     Biker Games (keg roll, 

wienie bite, slow drag, cone course) 
Cash Prizes

5:30pm – 6:00pm     Texas All Star Wrestling
7:00pm     Beer Belly Contest Cash Prize (18 

& over)
9:15pm      Daisy Dukes Contest (18 & over) 

Cash and Prizes
All times subject to change

Brazoria County Biker Bash
Entertainment Schedule
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Season tickets for The Clarion’s 2014-15 performance season are on sale 
now.

This season’s lineup includes performances by Vince Gill and the Time 
Jumpers, Travis Tritt, Roseanne Cash and many more.

When purchasing season tickets, one can choose either a full-season 
package with all of the events or a “pick-your-own-season” option, in which 
one can choose four events.

For more information, call the Clarion Box Office at (979) 230-3658.

Season tickets for The Clarion go on sale

Theme parks offering smart-phone options to improve visitor experience, reduce waiting
By Dewayne Bevil
Orlando Sentinel (MCT)

Folks don’t leave their trusty 
smartphones at home when they go 
on vacation. They use them for work 
and play while traveling, and central 
Florida’s theme parks and attrac-
tions are taking advantage of the 
growing trend.

Park visitors, armed with their 
phones and tablets, can monitor 
lines for popular rides, make dining 
reservations, plot routes and get 
reminders of where they parked the 
minivan — all on the fly.

“People are now using their 
mobile device to enhance their 
experience,” said Toni Caracciolo, 
vice president of marketing for 
SeaWorld Parks & Resorts. “It used 

to be that maybe I’d use my iPhone 
or iPad to purchase my tickets, now 
it’s actually engaging throughout the 
entire day.”

SeaWorld’s revamped app 
includes information about the 
animals seen at the theme park and 
a scavenger-hunt activity, she said.

“Your child can learn more about 
animals … and at the same time be 
petting a stingray,” Caracciolo said.

Although some people worry 
about the isolating and addic-
tive aspects of cell phone use, 
a survey by TripAdvisor travel 
website revealed that 85 percent of 
American travelers reported using 
smartphones while on vacation.

“Our research gave us many 
insights about the changing 

behavior of consumers, and these 
insights led to what is now known as 
MyMagic+, as well as other things,” 
said Marilyn Waters, a Disney World 
spokesman. “People want informa-
tion at their fingertips faster and 
easier.”

MyMagic+ - Disney’s billion-
dollar initiative that enables guests 
to make advance reservations 

for its theme parks and resorts 
- began its rollout last year. Using 
the My Disney Experience app, 
visitors nab appointments to meet 
the “Frozen” princesses, check on 
wait times for Haunted Mansion 
and see what the lunch options 
are.

And the surge of selfies encour-
aged Legoland Florida to test 

Buddy’s Challenge, a social-media 
attraction named for one of the 
park’s characters.

On weekends in July, the theme 
park’s guests were encouraged to 
post three photos while in the park 
and to mark them with the hashtag 
“#LLFSocial.” Participants received 
a small Lego-based souvenir as 
they exited the attraction.

George Harrison tree in L.A. killed 
by beetles, but plans are to replant

By Randy Lewis
Los Angeles Times (MCT)
In the truth is stranger than fiction department, Los Angeles Councilman 

Tom LaBonge told Pop & Hiss over the weekend that the pine tree planted 
in 2004 in memory of George Harrison will be replanted shortly because the 
original tree died as the result of an insect infestation.

Yes, the George Harrison Tree was killed by beetles.
Except for the loss of tree life, Harrison likely would have been amused at 

the irony. He once said his biggest break in life was getting into the Beatles; 
his second biggest was getting out.

The sapling went in, unobtrusively, with a small plaque at the base to com-
memorate the former Beatle, who died in 2001, because he spent his final 
days in Los Angeles and because he was an avid gardener for much of his 
adult life.

He famously bought a run-down mansion in England that once belonged 
to a British lord named Sir Frankie Crisp - the name showed up in the title of 
Harrison’s song “Ballad of Sir Frankie Crisp (Let It Roll)” from his 1970 solo 
album “All Things Must Pass”- and over the course of many years, trans-
formed the over-grown gardens into lush, beautiful grounds surrounding his 
home.

The memorial tree had grown to more than 10 feet tall as of 2013, but 
LaBonge said the tree beetle onslaught was too much for the tree. Trees in 
Griffith Park have occasionally been the victims of bark beetles and ladybug 
beetles, among other tree-unfriendly creatures.

LaBonge was on hand  at the Greek Theatre for the final stop on Ringo 
Starr’s All-Star Band 2014 U.S. tour. A date hasn’t been set for the replant-
ing.
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By Deborah Netburn
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

If you’ve visited a dinosaur exhibit 
in the last five years, you know that 
at least some of the scaley, reptil-
ian-looking creatures most of us 
imagined were in fact plumed. That 
is, in addition to scales, they had 
feathers, too.

But the recent discovery of a 
small downy dinosaur in Siberia 
suggests that feather-like structures 
on dinosaurs may have been even 
more widespread throughout the 
dinosaur world than was previously 
thought.

The best evidence for feathered 
dinosaurs comes from a series of 

discoveries in northeastern China, 
beginning in the 1980s. Hundreds of 
millions of years ago this area was 
covered in forest, filled with animals 
and dotted with lakes. Those lakes 
are key, because their sediments 
preserved not just the bones of 
the dead animals that fell to their 
bottoms, but also some of their soft 

tissue — skin, and feathers as well.
From these discoveries, scientists 

were able to conclude that at least 
the theropod group of dinosaurs 
was sporting bird-like feathers 
about 200 million years ago - 50 
million years before the first bird-like 
animal, the Archeopteryx, came into 
existence.

But the evidence is mounting that 
other dinosaurs had feathers, or at 
least proto-feathers.

In a new study published in the 
journal Science, a team of research-
ers from Europe describes a small 
ornithopod dinosaur discovered in 
southeastern Siberia. The dinosaur, 
dubbed Kulindadromeus zabaika-
licus, was about 5 feet in length, 
walked on its two back legs and 

was probably a plant eater. It also 
appears to have had three differ-
ent types of feather-like structures 
covering large portions of its body.

The research team, led by Pascal 
Godefroit of the Royal Belgian 
Institute of Natural Sciences, stops 
short of calling these structures 
feathers, but it does say some of 
them are similar to the down on cer-
tain modern chicken breeds, while 
others are more complex.

Luis Chiappe, director of the 
Dinosaur Institute at the Natural 
History Museum of Los Angeles 
County, who was not involved with 
the study, said the fossils described 
did not appear to be as pristinely 
preserved as some of the fossils 
that have been uncovered in China. 

Dinosaurs of a feather? They appear to be more common than previously thought

Los Angeles Times (MCT)
LOS ANGELES — Talk about a 

triple threat. If you thought tyranno-
saurs weren’t scary enough, try three 
of them at the same time. Turns 
out these fearsome beasts weren’t 
solitary hunters - they ran in gangs, 
according to a study of the first 
fossil tyrannosaurid trackways ever 
discovered.

The three sets of fossil footprints, 
described in a PLOS One paper 
called “A Terror of Tyrannosaurs,” 
show clear evidence that these 
animals were “gregarious”: They 
operated in packs rather than alone, 
as once thought.

While paleontologists have dug 
up a decent number of tyrannosaur 
bones, their footprints have been 
few and far between, according to 
the study led by Richard McCrea, 
a researcher at Peace Region 
Palaeontology Research Center. 
Those few that have been found 
are single, solitary footprints. And 
that’s too bad, because a series of 
footprints (referred to as “trackways”) 
can reveal certain things that bones 
alone may not, including the animal’s 
gait, how fast it could go and who it 
was traveling with at the time.

But in October 2011, Aaron Fred-
lund, a local guide-outfitter, found 
the first two prints of the animal’s 
trackway in northeastern British 
Columbia, and the remaining prints 
were later uncovered by research-
ers and volunteers. The trackways 
were named in honor of the man who 
discovered the first prints: Bellato-

ripes fredlundi. (Bellatorius is Latin 
for “warlike,” an homage to these 
terrifying predators.)

The high clay content of the 
squishy ground the dinosaurs walked 
through is probably what helped 
preserve the footprint impressions so 
well, the authors said. The clay even 
preserved imprints of the “tubercles” 
on the animals’ rough skin.

The footprints, which stretch 
longer than 19.5 inches, are all 
pointed in the same direction, 
headed southeast, and are within 8.5 
meters of each other. Since these 
large predators were typically few 
and far between on the landscape, 
it’s highly unlikely that three solitary 
tyrannosaurs just happened to be 
in the same place at the same time 
walking in parallel.

No feather, but they flock together
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Port Freeport is now the proud 
owner of two Post Panamax 
Cranes.  “The Gantry cranes 
departed from Shanghai, China on 
May 7th and arrived at Port Freeport 
on July 19th,” Executive Port 
Director/CEO Glenn Carlson said.  

The Zhen Hua 28 delivered 
the two 100-foot-gauge container 
cranes completely erect for Port 
Freeport.  Being approximately 
80 feet wide each, both cranes 
will occupy a portion of Berth 7 at 
Velasco Terminal.  They stand just 
less than 300 feet from the ground 
and can lift up to 75 tons.  “This 
commitment from the Commission-
ers demonstrates that Port Freeport 
will make the financial investments 
to support the petrochemical indus-
try in our region.  For these compa-
nies to be able to ship directly from 
the port will allow them to reduce 
their supply chain costs and have 
access to the worldwide markets,” 
Carlson said.

Following landing, the cranes will 
be taken through a detailed com-
missioning process, which will take 
around four to six weeks, before a 
formal hand-over.  “The cranes will 
allow us to attract new services and 
business to Port Freeport, which will 
lead us in a new strategic direction 
that we are very excited about,” said 
Carlson.  

Port Freeport’s 
new cranes open 

new markets

Brazosport Health Foundation, 
the fundraising division of Brazo-
sport Regional Health System, 
recently received a generous gift 
from The Fondren Foundation for 
$200,000.  The gift will be used in 
support of healthcare as part of the 
$5 million Cornerstone of Caring 
Capital Campaign assisting with the 
$15.25 million campus upgrade for 
Brazosport Regional.

Founded in 1948, the Fondren 
Foundation is a private Houston 
family foundation established to 
provide funding in support of com-
munity, education, health, social 

needs and the arts. 
Al Guevara, President and CEO 

of Brazosport Regional, and Judith 
Pepper, Executive Director of 
Brazosport Health Foundation, met 
with family representatives from The 
Fondren Foundation and described 
the community hospital’s facility 
upgrade to better provide medi-
cal services to Southern Brazoria 
County. 

Brazosport Health Foundation 
is seeking an additional $2 mil-
lion needed to meet the $500,000 
challenge grant from the Mabee 
Foundation.  The $200,000 gift from 

the Fondren Foundation moved the 
Cornerstone of Caring Capital Cam-
paign over the $3 million mark with 
the total gifts now at $3,135,694.

Donor support helps Brazosport 
Regional, a non-profit organization, 
invest in advanced technology, 
equipment and facilities to provide 
each patient with excellent and 
compassionate care. To learn how 
you can donate, please call (979) 
297-6190, or visit www.Brazosport-
Health-Foundation.org.

Fondren Foundation Donates $200K to B’port Health Foundation
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would want to put in a pool.
The last time I had a pool, I 

worked a lot to keep it maintained, 
and used it maybe two months out 
of the year. I like pools, but not on 
a full-time basis, and I don’t want to 
be responsible for maintenance.

So, I go to the local pool a couple 
of times a year, and I’m done. No 
filters to change, no leaves, or dead 
frogs to skim out.

I know a person who has owned a 
backyard pool for decades and has 
swam in it once. As we get older, we 
stop wanting all the backyard toys, 
but by that time, they have already 
been installed. So, no pool for me.

Time to change to the Food 
Channel. Three contestants are 
deep-frying stuff for the judges 
to eat. I’m watching it for a while 
because it is interesting how all 
those foods can be deep-fried.

The woman who deep-fries a 
cheeseburger wins. The guy who 
fries the pizza crust, just puts top-
pings on it and calls it a deep-fried 
pizza, gets cut. Rightly so. You have 
to deep-fry the whole thing.

But the show is making my symp-
toms worse. Watching judges chow 
down on a deep-fried cheeseburger 
is not the best thing to watch on an 
upset stomach.

Got to change the channel. 

What’s this on the DIY Network? 
This guy is going around putting 
in magnificent backyards for free. 
I already wrote about that. I was 
looking for him in my hardware store 
the other day because I need one of 
those yards, but he wasn’t there.

There is a danger to watching 
this network. I keep telling myself 
that I can do that, and then asking 
why I’m not. It’s frustrating. Better 
change the channel again.

Back to HGTV. I would watch a 
baseball game, but the ball move-
ment on the screen upsets my 
stomach even more. I’m not in the 
mood for a movie, either.

This turning stomach makes 
me feel like I am dying. I’m not, 
of course, but it is horrendous. I 
need to watch something that has a 
limited stomach-turning effect.

Back to more high-priced houses 
that are supposed to be a bargain. 
I must be old-fashioned, but I would 
not spend half that much on a 
house.

A friend complained on the 
Internet machine that a truck he was 
looking at cost $45,000. He was 
outraged. How could a thing with 
four wheels cost that much?

I agree. These new car prices are 
getting to be as much as what I paid 
for my house a few decades ago.

What’s wrong with a car that has 
a few miles on it? So there is no 
built-in GPS or Bluetooth, but there 
is a brake, gas pedal and steering 
wheel, and all the other basics. The 
brake is important.

One friend drove his car recently 
without a brake and had a hard time 

stopping.
I put a new side-view mirror on 

one of my cars the other day, and I 
could tell that it is now running a lot 
smoother.

I’m trying some chicken soup to 
see if I can hold it down. I can, for 
a while.

It’s hard to be this sick. Nothing 
works. I’m going to have to ride 
this one out. It had to be the green 
sauce. Maybe. I’ll never eat it again, 
just to be sure. 

The day is wasted feeling miser-
able and helpless while I watch 
people on TV jumping for joy that 
they saved a few thousand dollars 
on a $750,000 condominium in 
California somewhere. Their next 
purchase will be a bridge.

Postscript: The following morning, 
I’m fine, ready to watch a baseball 
game and dip some chips into that 
great-tasting green sauce. Life is 
good.

Bored and sick, I watch people buy expensive houses
(Continued from Page 1)

Chicken Soup for the Soul goes to the dogs

Janice E. Edwards. of River’s End, Brazoria County, holds up copies 
of the books Chicken Soup for the Soul, in which her stories about her 
dogs have been published. The books will be on the shelves on Aug. 
18.  In it are two of her stories again  about her special Yorkies. She is 
honored to be in all of the internationaly distributed Chicken Soup books, 
but The Dog Did WHAT? is special. There was no dog book in 2013, and 
this book is made up of 101 stories selected from 5,000 submissions. In 
addition, Chicken Soup for the Soul is contributing royalties from its sales 
to the American Humane Association - living up to its slogan, “changing 
lives, one story at a time. 
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History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Aug. 4: ON THIS DATE in 1693, Dom Perignon invented champagne. In 
1958, the Dumont television network ceased broadcasting.

Aug. 5: ON THIS DATE in 1861, the U.S. Army abolished flogging as 
punishment for troops. In 1962, actress Marilyn Monroe, 36, was found dead 
in her Los Angeles home. Her death was ruled a “probable suicide” from an 
overdose of sleeping pills.

Aug. 6: ON THIS DATE in 1914, Austria-Hungary declared war on Russia, 
and Serbia declared war on Germany in the early days of World War I. In 
1945, the United States dropped an atomic bomb on Hiroshima, Japan, kill-
ing upwards of 100,000 people and hastening the end of World War II in the 
Pacific; Nagasaki was bombed three days later.

Aug. 7: ON THIS DATE in 1912, the Progressive Party nominated former 
President Theodore Roosevelt for president; he lost to Woodrow Wilson. In 
1964, Congress passed the Gulf of Tonkin resolution, giving President John-
son broad powers in dealing with North Vietnamese attacks on U.S. forces.

Aug. 8: ON THIS DATE in 1815, Napoleon Bonaparte set sail for St. 
Helena to spend the rest of his life in exile. In 1974, President Nixon 
announced he would resign the next day at noon after new revelations in the 
Watergate scandal erased any chance he had of avoiding impeachment.

Aug. 9: ON THIS DATE in 1854, Henry David Thoreau published Walden. 
In 1969, actress Sharon Tate and four other people were found slain in Tate’s 
Los Angeles home; a group of cult leader Charles Manson’s disciples was 
convicted of the crimes.

Aug. 10: ON THIS DATE in 1966, a meteor was seen in daylight from 
Utah to Canada. It was the only known case of a meteor entering the Earth’s 
atmosphere and leaving it again. In 1988, President Reagan signed a 
measure providing $20,000 payments to Japanese-Americans who had been 
interned during World War II.

Answer to last week’s question: This week in 1963, Jacqueline Kennedy 
became the first first lady to give birth while her husband was in office since 
the wife of President Grover Cleveland in 1893. However, Patrick Bouvier 
Kennedy died two days later.

This week’s question: In 1962, whom did Ringo Starr replace as drum-
mer for the Beatles?

Freeport student attends BASF Science Academy
Alexis Tijerina of Freeport 

has attended the BASF Science 
Academy, a two-week summer 
science program sponsored by 
BASF Corporation at the Fairleigh 
Dickinson University (FDU) College 
at Florham campus in Madison, 
New Jersey. 

Each year, the program accepts 
twenty soon-to-be high school 
seniors for an advanced science 
program that provides a preview of 
college life and an opportunity to 
learn advanced chemistry.

“BASF recognizes the impor-
tance of immersing students in 
science education -- realizing they 

will be thinkers, innovators and 
leaders of the future,” said Christo-
pher Witte, Senior Vice President 
for the BASF site in Freeport.

“The partnership between busi-
ness and academia is a success-
ful model for helping students to 
understand the practical applica-
tions of what they are learning,” 
said Amber Charlebois, Associate 
Professor of Chemistry at Fairleigh 
Dickinson University. “I was excited 
to be a part of the experiences and 

progress the students made during 
the intensive two week program.”

The Science Academy targets stu-
dents who will be high school seniors 
in the fall; who completed at least 
one year of high school chemistry 
and have a demonstrated record of 
academic excellence and a strong 
interest in the sciences.

Following the curriculum theme 
“From Molecules to Marketplace,” 
students learn advanced level 
science from FDU professors and 
interact with BASF scientists and 
business leaders through lectures, 
hands-on lab experiments and field 
trips. In addition to basic scientific 
method, the students study polymer-
ization, the chirality and analysis of 
chemical components, the properties 
of fragrances and colors, environ-
mental science, product develop-
ment, product marketing, and project 
management.

Working in teams, the students 
used BASF chemistry to formulate 
their own personal care products for 
which they developed business and 
marketing plans that they presented 
to a panel of BASF executives. 

“The Science Academy actu-
ally feels like college. There is a 
jam- packed schedule, and we 
are always doing something,” said 
Tijerina, who is a rising senior at 
Brazosport High School. “The teach-
ing is definitely at a higher level, and 
no one is trying to make it easier 
for the students. My favorite thing 
is that I made new friends and was 
able to network with BASF profes-
sionals and FDU staff.”

Students graduated from the 
program with two transferable col-
lege science credits to encourage 
their continuing pursuit of science 
education. In addition, FDU offered 
graduates $5,000 scholarships if 
they choose to attend FDU this fall. .

As an on-campus residential pro-
gram, the Science Academy gives 
students a preview of college living. 
They used the university’s class-
rooms, labs, dining hall, dorms and 
received college-level instruction. 
BASF covered the full cost of the 
program, including student tuition 
and travel and worked with the 
FDU staff to develop the Science 
Academy course curriculum. 

BC adding locations for GED, ESL courses
With an emphasis on increasing opportunities for our local communities, 

Brazosport College’s Community Education program is expanding its GED 
and English as a Second Language (ESL) classes to three new locations.

Beginning this coming fall semester, in addition to GED and ESL classes 
currently offered at the BC Main Campus and the Freeport CE Center, Bra-
zosport College will also offer GED classes at Columbia High School in West 
Columbia and the Marshall Center in Angleton, while an additional ESL class 
will be offered at the Brazoria Library in Brazoria.

For more information call the Community Education Center on the BC 
Main Campus at (979) 230-3600 or the Freeport CE Center at (979) 230-
3597.

Registration begins on Aug. 4 and classes start on Aug 25. One can 
register at the Community Education Center on the Brazosport College main 
campus or the Freeport CE Center at 211 E. Park Ave.

Actually, taking GED and ESL classes through Brazosport College is 
simple. Not only are the courses now offered at locations throughout south-
ern Brazoria County, they also remain free of charge. The college’s Citizen-
ship Classes are also free.
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Look for us on 
Facebook

See who is waiting for you at SPCA-BC

Come by the SPCA-BC Shelter at 141 Canna Ln., Lake Jackson, or we 
are at Brazos Mall, Petco and Petsmart every Saturday, to  visit with these 
pets and many of their friends. Kennel sponsorships are now available 
for large or small kennels. Why not have your company or family recog-
nized with a plaque to show you care? Call (979) 285-2340, ext. 100, or visit 
www.spcabc.org for details. Help control the pet population. Have your pet 
spayed or neutered. Come by the  SPCA-BC, and fill out an application today.

Spider phobia? Less risky to try a vacuum, not a blowtorch
By Erin Heffernan
The Seattle Times (MCT)

A Seattle man spots a spider of 
apparently epic proportions in his 
rental home. He decides to deal with 
this most primordial of problems by:

a) Reaching for a shoe
b) Calling an exterminator
c) Begging a neighbor for help; or
d) Inexplicably deciding to 

immolate the eight-legged menace 
by using a lighter and a can of spray 
paint as a homemade blowtorch. 
(After all, the house is a rental.)

Chances are by now you know 
the answer. The man’s ill-fated 
effort at extermination not only set a 
portion of the home aflame, it also 
made national news and moved 
the spokesman for the Seattle 

Fire Department to warn against 
copycats:

“There are safer, more effective 
ways to kill a spider than using fire,” 
Kyle Moore told the Associated 
Press. “Fire is not the method to use 
to kill a spider.”

Even though the unnamed man 
came within a spider’s leg of burn-
ing down the home, he’s hardly 
alone in his illogical attempt at 
extermination, say the experts.

“Some people have a phobia that 
makes their brains stop thinking 
when they see a spider,” said Elmer 
Bensinger, CEO of Mathis Extermi-
nating of Seattle.

Bensinger noted that every year 
or so there are stories in the news 
of people who blow up their homes 

with “bug bombs,” a pest-control 
device that releases a bug-killing 
mist.

A San Diego family infamously 
blew up their home in 2003 in an 
attempt to rid the place of insects 
with 19 bug bombs. A single bug 
bomb would have been sufficient to 
treat the 470-square-foot home.

The San Diego Union-Tribune 
reported that the bombs were 
ignited by a pilot light from the water 
heater. The explosion shook the sur-
rounding homes and catapulted the 
family’s Christmas decorations onto 
the street, the newspaper said.

Turns out, that house was also 
a rental. The damage cost some 
unlucky owner $150,000 to repair.

The Seattle fire caused an esti-
mated $60,000 in damage, accord-
ing to Moore.

After the man ignited his laundry 
room with his makeshift blowtorch, 
he tried to put water on the flames, 
but the blaze spread into the attic.

In the aftermath, portions of the 
house were boarded up with ply-
wood, and a blue tarp covered part 
of the roof. The owners of the house 
declined to comment.

As for the spider, Moore said: “I’m 
pretty sure the spider did not survive 
this fire.”

Rick Mix, general manager of 
Willard Pest Control, which has 
locations throughout the Puget 
Sound area, said that exterminators 
often see people driven to hysterics 
by pests.

“I had a lady call me one time 
who had a newborn baby,” Mix said. 
“She was convinced that she had a 
deadly brown recluse spider in her 
home. I told her there was no way; 
we don’t have brown recluse spiders 
in Washington. But she was terrified 
it was going to bite her baby.”

Mix said the woman was insistent 
and drove to his office, baby in tow, 
so he could judge for himself.

“She was in a state of panic and 
she showed me the spider and I 
said, ˜I don’t know what it is but I 
can tell you it’s not a brown recluse 
spider,’” Mix said.

“So she says, ˜Yes, it is. I’ll show 
you the bite!’ And she pulled down 
her pants right there in the office to 
show me.

“I’m just glad there were other 
people here to witness that,” Mix 
said.

‘65 Impala to be brought back to life
By Susan Carpenter
The Orange County Register (MCT)

It has been almost a year since hundreds of decrepit, yet barely driven, 
Chevys went up for auction in a small Nebraska town, fetching more than 
half a million dollars for a retired auto dealer.

The Field of Dreams, as it was called, received national media atten-
tion for its owner’s unusual business practice of storing unsold vehicles 
— for decades — among them a 1958 Cameo pickup with 1.3 miles on 
the odometer, a 1963 Corvair with 17.2 miles and the 1965 Impala with 10 
miles on the clock that has now landed at the Huntington Beach, Calif., hot 
rod shop, and Chevrolet specialist, D&P Classic Chevy.

“These cars were in a field, so they’ve had a rough life. This Impala 
is neat because it’s like a time capsule, but it’s unfortunate these brand 
spankin’ new cars were out in the weather in Nebraska,” said D&P owner 
Darryl Nance, who received the Impala recently.

The Impala has “all the usual stuff from cars living in the field,” Nance 
said. Mice had nested in its engine compartment and some of the body 
parts on its white exterior are rusted. The big block 396 engine doesn’t run 
and will need to be ripped apart and restored before Nance attempts to 
turn it over. Its red bench seat interior has to be sanitized. The goal of the 
restoration will be to get it to operational condition but keep it as intact and 
original as possible, Nance said.

“If this car had been stored indoors, it would be a six-figure car in this 
condition, but the elements took its toll,” said Nance, who wasn’t told the 
purchase price from last September’s auction. The ’65 Impala’s owner, 
and Nance’s client, is a New York auto dealer.

“General Motors made thousands of ’65 Impalas. It was a popular car, 
but the 396 narrows it down. Most had a 283 or 327, so this will be a low- 
production car with that big block. You can still buy a ’65 Impala reason-
ably now, but in five, 10 years, that probably won’t be the case.”
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

lAcross
1 Floating platforms
6 Guy or fellow
10 Haughty sort
14 Creepy starer
15 Top military draft category
16 Skid row denizen
17 German cars bought by 
Riyadh residents?
19 Not many
20 Releases (on), as an attack 

dog
21 Cafeteria carriers gone miss-
ing?
23 QB’s mishap
24 Tennis icon Arthur
25 Makes a choice
26 Drawing upon
28 100-yard race
30 Shoulder wrap
32 “Once __ a time ...”
34 PC software

38 Rose of baseball
39 Hard to hear
40 Was a passenger
41 Figure skater’s leap
42 Uncle Remus’s __ Rabbit
43 Nursery-rhyme Jack or his 
wife
44 Put down, as floor tile
46 “__ my case”
48 Fixes with thread
50 Plastic coffee container 
designed for a Keurig brewer
51 Sports enthusiast
54 Streamlined onion relatives?
57 Pie a la __
58 Basketball’s __ “The Pearl” 
Monroe
59 Stories you’ve heard a bajil-
lion times?
61 Bad to the bone
62 Promgoer’s concern
63 Leaning somewhat
64 Lousy grades
65 Like so
66 Zappos.com inventory

Down
1 Big name in vermouth
2 A second time
3 Vary irregularly, as prices
4 Koppel and Knight
5 __ Lanka
6 Teeth-and-gums protector
7 Conductor Previn
8 “Star Wars” princess
9 “Piece of cake!”
10 Out-of-tune string instru-
ments?
11 Like Jack 43-Across’s diet
12 Does as directed
13 Curtain call acknowledgments
18 Part of YMCA: Abbr.
22 How-__: instruction books
24 Feel lousy
27 Neato water sources?
28 Insult comic who was a fre-
quent Johnny Carson guest
29 Crumb-carrying insect
30 Relaxation center
31 Put a curse on
33 Dessert with a crust
35 Financial planner’s concern
36 Handheld computer, briefly
37 Go down in the west
39 “The X-Files” gp.
43 Ninth mo.
45 Pop the question
47 Ploy
48 Work really hard
49 Spooky
50 Reeves of “Speed”
52 Dancer Astaire
53 Homes for chicks
54 Future flower
55 J.D.-to-be’s exam
56 __ A Sketch
57 Trig or calc
60 Prof.’s helpers
(c)2014 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
APPLE  PASTA  PIZZA  SALAD  STEAK  BACON  PEACH
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: SOUSE  ANISE  TYPHUS  UPROAR
Answer: What the counterfeiter said when he was confronted by the reporter -- STOP THE PRESSES

Bulletin  Horoscope
Tribune Content Agency

ARIES (March 21-April 19): To 
knuckle down doesn’t mean you 
must knuckle under. In the week to 
come, you could scatter your ener-
gies or be easily distracted by your 
desires. Don’t get defensive if you’re 
frequently reminded to get cracking.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): A 
teaspoon of sugar. Someone may 
sweeten criticism by presenting it 
within a philosophical framework in 
the week ahead. A significant other 
or family member might give you a 
good idea or valuable advice.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): You 

could be chasing rainbows. There 
is a tendency to overlook facts. You 
may become obsessed with making 
a major purchase or investment, 
but will be more satisfied with the 
outcome if you wait until next week.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
Know your enemies. Associate with 

the people who share your values 
this week, but get to know the 
people who hold opposing views, 
too. You can’t know what you truly 
believe until you test it in the real 
world.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Some-
times it’s necessary to bend the law 
in order to fulfill the spirit of the law. 
Treat others with the same consid-
eration you’d like shown in return. 
Some pressure may be exerted 
behind the scenes early in the week.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): A day 
late and a dollar short. Your timing 
might not be suitable for success in 
the week ahead. You might be fix-
ated on something that could prove 
costly or feel the need to emulate a 
well-heeled friend. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Wear 
sunglasses if dollar signs appear 
before your eyes. You may be jeal-
ous of those who make a bundle of 
money through a certain investment, 
but that investment might not pan 
out for you this week. Get more 
information.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Life 
is short, but sometimes the days are 

long. Tame your desires and put a lid 
on your passions in the week ahead. 
You may struggle with a desire 
to make generous gestures while 
remaining loyal to your principles.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 
Wisdom could be your middle name. 
When other people set off on a wild 
goose chase, you may be perfectly 
content to rest by the sidelines.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
The start you make could be a false 
one. Your deepest desires can’t be 
achieved quickly. You might have 
lofty ambitions, but this week isn’t 
the time to bulldoze your way into 
receiving satisfaction.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
If you make peace with the past it 
won’t cause you problems in the 
present. Spend some time charming 
an adversary and overcome your 
differences. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): It’s 
not whether you win or lose but how 
you play the game. Using scruples 
and an ethical outlook will keep you 
from making a serious mistake in the 
week ahead. This is a good time to 
ask someone for sound guidance.

(c) 2014 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers
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Not all strokes are the same: Know the warning signs and how to seek help
By Shelly Crosby
CareBuilders at Home

Do you know what your 
risk is of becoming a stroke 
victim?  Do you know exactly 
what a stroke is?  Have you 
ever heard the old saying “It 
was as serious as a heart 
attack”?  Well, a stroke is as 
serious as a heart attack. 
Each year in the United 
States, approximately 
795,000 people have a 
stroke and about 610,000 of 
these are first or new strokes 
that occur in people who may 
have no idea that they are 
at risk of becoming a stroke 

victim. On average, one 
person in America dies from 
a stroke every four minutes, 
and stroke is the fourth 
leading cause of death in the 
United States. 

Strokes cause more seri-
ous long-term disabilities 
than any other disease. 
Most of these strokes, nearly 
3/4 of them occur in people 
over the age of 65, and the 
risk of having a stroke more 
than doubles each decade 
between the ages of 55 and 
85. However, strokes can 
occur in all age groups, in 
both sexes, and in all races 

in every country. It can even 
occur before birth, when the 
fetus is still in the womb. 
Education about strokes and 
their cause can help you 
act in time to save a rela-
tive, neighbor, or friend, and 
by making changes in your 
lifestyle, you can help prevent 
stroke in yourself and/or your 
loved ones. 

What exactly is a stroke 
you ask?  Well, a stroke is 
sometimes called a “brain 
attack” due to the fact that 
most often, strokes occur 
when blood flow to the brain 
stops because it is blocked 
by a clot. This causes the 
brain cells in the immediate 
area to begin to die.

Some brain cells die due 
to the lack of oxygen and 
nutrients that the cells need 
to function, while other brain 
cells die because they are 
damaged by sudden bleeding 
into or around the brain. Over 
the next several hours, even 
the brain cells that don’t die 
immediately remain at risk 
for death due to them being 
left in a compromised or 
weakened state.

However, if you are able 
to receive timely treatment, 
these cells can be saved by 
new treatments that are now 
available.  It is extremely 
important that you arrive 
at the hospital as soon as 
possible after symptoms 
start to prevent disability 
and to greatly improve your 
chances for recovery. It is 
also pertinent that you know 
the symptoms of a stroke, 
call 911, and get to a hospital 
immediately. 
Is there more than one type 
of stroke?  The answer is 

Yes!
There are two types of 

stroke.  The ischemic stroke 
is the most common type, 
and accounts for approxi-
mately 80 percent of all 
strokes. The cause of an 
ischemic stroke is a blood 
clot that blocks or plugs a 
blood vessel that supplies 
blood to the brain. Three 
different circumstances can 

cause a blockage:
• A clot that forms within 

a blood vessel of the brain 
or neck, referred to as a 
thrombosis

• An embolism or clot that 
moves from another part of 
the body, such as from the 
heart to the neck or brain 

• A stenosis or severe 
narrowing of an artery in or 
leading to the brain caused 
by fatty deposits which can 
form in the lining of the blood 
vessel walls

The other kind of stroke 
is called a hemorrhagic 
stroke, which is caused by a 
blood vessel that breaks and 
bleeds into the brain. One 
common cause of a hemor-
rhagic stroke is a bleeding 
aneurysm or a weak or thin 
spot on an artery wall. These 
weak spots stretch or balloon 
out over time as a result of 
high blood pressure. 

These ballooning aneu-
rysms have thin walls and 
these walls can rupture and 
leak blood into the space sur-
rounding the brain cells. 

Artery walls can also 
break open because they 
become covered with fatty 
deposits called plaque and 
eventually lose their elastic-
ity.  This causes the walls 
to become brittle, thin, and 
prone to cracking. High blood 
pressure, sometimes called 
Hypertension, increases the 
risk that a weak artery wall 
can give way and release 
blood into the surrounding 
brain tissue. 

These are the warning 
signs of a stroke

• Weakness or sudden 
numbness of the face, arm, 
or leg, especially on one side 
of the body

• Sudden confusion, 
trouble speaking, or under-
standing what is happening 
around you

• Sudden trouble seeing in 
one or both eyes

• Sudden trouble walking, 
dizziness, loss of balance or 
coordination

• Sudden severe headache 
with no known cause.

Other danger signs that 
may occur include double 
vision, drowsiness, and 
nausea or vomiting.

Sometimes the warning 
signs of stroke may last only 
a few moments and disap-
pear quickly. These brief 
episodes, known as transient 
ischemic attacks or TIAs, 
are sometimes called “mini-
strokes.”  Although brief, TIAs 
identify an underlying serious 
condition that isn’t going 
away without medical help.

Unfortunately, since they 
clear up, many people ignore 
them, but don’t! Call 911.

SENIOR HEALTH WATCH


