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Moving from 
AM to 8-track

By Josephine Marcotty
Star Tribune (Minneapolis) (TNS)

MINNEAPOLIS — Starting as 
soon as this fall, America’s heart-
land could begin to look strikingly 
different to a monarch butterfly 
fluttering south for the winter.

Oceans of corn would be dotted 
with islands of native plants. 
Homeowners would have fewer 
lawns — and a lot less mowing. 
Roadsides would grow thick with 
grasses and flowers. And more 
than a billion unruly milkweed 
plants would pop up along a 200-
mile-wide corridor along Interstate 
35 from Minnesota to Texas.

That’s the ambitious vision 

Does banning cellphone use while driving reduce accidents?
By Tom Benning
The Dallas Morning News (TNS)

DALLAS — Texting or talking on 
the phone while driving is demon-
strably dangerous — a fact that’s 
backed up by reams of research. 
There’s no denying either that cell-
phone use while driving can cause 
accidents — Austin, even with flaws 
in the data, saw 70 of those wrecks 
in 2014 alone.

But banning the practice doesn’t 
necessarily reduce accidents.

A Dallas Morning News analysis 
of the imperfect crash data in 12 

Texas cities with cellphone rules 
found no consistent reduction in 
distracted driving wrecks after cities 
enacted bans. 

And that follows equally mixed 
reviews found by scientific studies 
on statewide bans on texting or 
handheld cellphone use while driv-
ing in other states.

“It’s not clear the bans in place 
have had the desired effect,” said 
Anne McCartt, senior vice presi-
dent for research at the Insurance 
Institute for Highway Safety. “There 
are a lot of issues related to enforce-

ment, data and other things, but 
that’s the bottom line.”

Texas is one of just six states 
in the U.S. to not have at least a 
statewide ban on texting behind the 
wheel. (Texas bans younger drivers 
from any cellphone use while driv-
ing, along with barring all drivers 
from texting or handheld cellphone 
use in school zones.)

State Rep. Tom Craddick, R-
Midland, has pushed hard for three 
sessions to pass such a statewide 
texting prohibition. Relatives of 

(Continued on Page 4)

Clothing
Retailers are not required to col-

lect state and local sales or use tax 
on most footwear and clothing that 
are sold for less than $100 during 
the holiday. 

Exemption certificates are not 
required. The exemption applies to 
each eligible item that sells for less 
than $100, regardless of how many 
items are sold on the same invoice 
to a customer. 

For example, if a customer 
purchases two shirts for $80 
each, then both items qualify for 
the exemption, even though the 
customer’s total purchase price 
($160) exceeds $99.99.

The exemption does not apply 

to the first $99.99 of an otherwise 
eligible item that sells for more than 
$99.99. For example, if a customer 
purchases a pair of pants that costs 
$110, then sales tax is due on the 
entire $110.

The exemption also does not 
apply to sales of special clothing 
or footwear that 
the manufacturer 
primarily designed 
for athletic activity 
or protective use and that is not 
normally worn except when used for 
the athletic activity or protective use 
for which the manufacturer designed 
the article. 

For example, golf cleats and 
football pads are primarily designed 
for athletic activity or protective use 
and are not normally worn except 
for those purposes; they do not 
qualify for the exemption. Tennis 

shoes, jogging suits and swimsuits, 
however, are commonly worn for 
purposes other than athletic activity 
and thus qualify for the exemption.

The sales tax holiday exemption 
does not extend to rental of clothing 
or footwear; nor does it apply to 
alteration (including embroidery) or 

cleaning services 
performed on 
clothes and 
shoes. Addition-

ally, tax is due on sales of acces-
sories, including jewelry, handbags, 
purses, briefcases, luggage, 
umbrellas, wallets, watches and 
similar items.

Backpacks
Backpacks priced under $100 

sold for use by elementary and 
secondary students are exempt 

WEEKEND
August 7-9

How it works

(Continued on Page 8)

From Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

A few weeks ago, I wrote a 
column about a cheap AM transis-
tor radio I had as a child, how 
much use I got out of it, and how 
it opened my world to music and 
sports.

Some of you let us know how 
much you 
liked it, so 
here is the 
sequel.

I have 
always been 
a radio 
listener, no 
matter where 
I went, or how 
old I got. By the time I worked in a 
summer camp during high school 
and college, the little AM radio 
was long-gone. I replaced it with 
a GE AM/FM portable radio that 
was more powerful and had better 
sound.

It kept me updated on baseball 
scores, and I was even able to 
listen to some static-filled, distant 
play-by-play broadcasts. It let 
me know that President Nixon 
had decided to resign and would 
be leaving the White House the 
next day. I was in the backseat 
of an old car filled with friends 
and listening to music when the 
programming was interrupted by a 
special report.

That radio is also long-gone 
also. But one that looks just like 
it, and from the same era and 
manufacturer, sits on my desk 

RAMBLINGS
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Drivers/OwnerOps!
Local Work! Home Daily, Ben-
efits! CDL-A, 1yr exp, Great Driv-
ing record. Sunsetlogistics.com 
281-693-4587 or 888-215-4285WELL, WELL, BACK AGAIN, I SEE: A plain-clothes police detective 

was in a Phoenix bank, investigating a robbery that had taken place there 
earlier in the month. He knew what the robber looked like from surveil-
lance footage. So imagine his surprise when he saw the guy come in and 
try to rob the place again. His arrest was swift.

WHERE DID WE GET THEM? YOU DON’T WANT TO KNOW, OFFI-
CER: Two men stole 80 frozen pizzas from the Native Store warehouse in 
Gambell, Alaska, but were caught when they tried to sell them to on-duty 
officers of the local Police Department.

SO IT’S GOING TO BE HARD TO PLEAD NOT GUILTY: A 66-year-
old man was arrested in St. Catharine’s, Ontario, while driving a van with 
no doors windows or license plates. He also admitted to officers that his 
driver’s license had been suspended, and that there was no insurance on 
the vehicle.

I WANT TO PARTY WITH THIS GUY: A 73-year-old man saw a bear 
approaching his frightened dog near Sacramento, Calif., and tried to shoo 
it away. When this failed, he punched the bear in the face. “I ain’t run from 
nothing,” he said. “I never have in my whole life, and I ain’t going to start 
now.”

ANYHOW, I’M MARRIED, BUT HE’S KIND OF JEALOUS: A Pom-
pano Beach, Fla., man saw that his wife sent a message on Facebook 
to a man she had not seen in six years, telling him she wished to catch 
up on their lives since last they met. So the husband went to the guy’s 
house, got into a fistfight with him, and shot him in the leg.

LET’S SEE, I’LL JUST TOUCH THIS … FZZZZZT! A man tried to 
steal a live, 11,000-volt electrical cable that was supplying power to a 
large area of Levin, Scotland. This resulted in darkness for the town, and 
severe burns and an arrest for him.

LOOK, I’M A KIDDER … WHY ARE YOU LOCKING ME UP? A man 
tried to put the moves on a stewardess on an Air India flight from Dubai 
to Hyderabad, India, but she would have nothing to do with him. So he 
decided to scare her, and jokingly said he would hijack the plane if she 
didn’t talk to him. She alerted the pilot, and the man was taken into cus-
tody as soon as the plane landed.

WELL, O.K., IF IT MEANS THAT MUCH TO YOU: A female comedian, 
who was performing at a bar in Berwyn, Ill., spotted a two-way mirror in 
the ladies room. She informed the owner, but, to her surprise, he said he 
will never remove it. “I will burn this f----ng place to the ground before I 
get rid of that mirror,” he said. “Do you know how much joy that mirror has 
brought to us?”

SHOULD HAVE SEEN THAT ONE COMING: A man was examining a 
gas can for leaks in the utility room of his Las Vegas home while smoking 
a cigarette. You can guess what happened next. He survived.

Drivers
CDL-A CO & O/O. New Lease 

to Purchase program! $4000 
SIGN ON! Regional & OTR avail-
able. 855-252-1634

FREE SOCIALS
For people with stroke, 

Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s

979-849-5051

Wed., Aug. 5 ~ 10am - 2pm
Alvin Lutheran

 Alvin
Thurs., Aug. 6 ~ 10am-2pm

First United Methodist
Angleton

Younger Onset Alzheimer’s Support Group

First Christian Church
503 Oyster Creek Dr., Lake Jackson

Thurs., Aug. 6   6-7:30 p.m.

Facilitator: Dale Libby
979-236-5393  djjalibby@hotmail.com

Dale, Coordinator of the Brazoria County Alzheimer’s Awareness 
Project, took early retirement from Dow Chemical to care for his wife, 

Joyce. He volunteers with the Alzheimer’s Association and is Vice 
Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Gathering Place.

Archaeologists identify the remains of Jamestown Colony leadership buried in 1608 church
By Mark St. John Erickson
Daily Press (Newport News, Va.) (TNS)

NEWPORT NEWS, Va.—
Jamestown archaeologists 
working with the Smithsonian 
Institution have identified four sets 

of remains found inside the foot-
print of a 1608 church as promi-
nent early leaders of the historic 
Virginia colony.

Buried between 1608 and 1610, 
the remains were excavated in late 

2013 and publicly identified at the 
Smithsonian Institution’s National 
Museum of Natural History after 
about 20 months of historical, 
genealogical and forensic investi-
gation.

They include the Rev. Robert 
Hunt — who served as the first 
Anglican minister in English 

America — and Capt. Gabriel 
Archer — the explorer and council 
member who battled frequently 
with Capt. John Smith and others 
over the leadership of the colony.

Also identified were Ferdinando 
Wainman, who was named by his 
cousin, Gov. Thomas West, Lord 
De La Warr, as master of ordi-
nance and a council member; and 
their kinsman, Capt. William West, 

who was killed in a clash with Indi-
ans at the Fall of the James.

“We’ve known since 2010 that 
there were burials in the chancel 
of the church,” said Jamestown 
Rediscovery Director William M. 
Kelso this month in an interview at 
the gravesite.

 “But now we know they held the 
remains of some of the colony’s 
founders,” he said.
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Chickens and humans
Q. What would the world be like 

without any chickens -- all 22 bil-
lion (22,000,000,000) of them?

A. “Chickenless, we humans 
would face ‘a starving world,’” says 
molecular biologist Olivier Hanotte, 
as reported to Andrew Lawler in 
“New Scientist” magazine.  Close to 
one-third of the world’s meat supply 
and nearly all of its eggs would 
vanish, Lawler adds. 

“The chicken-human bond is 
ancient, forming roughly 3,000 
years ago in the Pacific islands.  To 
the ancient Greeks, the bird was 
sacred to their god of healing,” and 
today chickens have become “stag-
geringly abundant, outnumbering 
all the pigs and cows on the planet 
combined.”  There are now about 
three chickens for every person on 
the planet.  

Humans gobble about 
100,000,000 tonnes of chicken meat 
and over 1,000,000,000,000 (1 
trillion) eggs annually.  “On a single 
day this year, Superbowl Sunday, 
Americans ate an estimated 1.25 
billion chicken wings.”

Much of this is relatively recent:  
In 1950, Americans ate twice as 
much red meat as chicken; today, 
these numbers are reversed.  This 
change is not necessarily a bad 
thing--actually, the chicken is a sort 

of  “environmental hero.”  Beef, 
which makes up about a quarter of 
the meat eaten in the U.S., would 
be a disastrous replacement. 

 “Kilogram for kilogram, we would 
need to find over 1,000% more land 
for beef than is used to produce 
chickens.”

Hearth cancer? 
Q. Cancers of the breast, 

prostate, lungs and colon take 
their tragic toll on humankind.  
But why don’t we ever hear about 
heart cancer?

A. Because unlike cells in other 
organs that can divide uncontrol-
lably to produce tumors, those of 
the heart don’t split and multiply, 
reported “Time” magazine.  

Heart cells divide only during fetal 
development, and then “around 

birth, the switch that controls 
whether they divide turns off and 
remains off.” Predominantly muscle 
cells, they continue to expand as 
body size increases, but they don’t 
multiply.

So when it comes to cancer, the 
fact that heart cells don’t divide is 
“good news,” but on the down side, 
this means that “after a heart attack, 
these tissues cannot regenerate.”

Names make a difference
Q. “What’s in a name?” What 

if that which is named isn’t a 
person but a laboratory research 
animal?

A. Such animals have been 
informally named after shampoos, 
candy bars, whiskeys, movie stars, 
superheroes, also Russians, colors, 
The Simpsons and historical figures, 
says Michael Erard in “Science” 
magazine.  

Though scientists once shied 
away from doing this, “a look at 
many facilities suggests that most of 
the 900,000 U.S. research animals 
have proper names, including non-
human primates, dogs, pigs, rabbits, 
cats and sheep.”  There are mon-
keys Nyah, Nadira, Tas, Doyle, an 
octopus called Nixon and breeder 
mice pairs Brad and Angelina.  “If 
you’re a mouse with a penchant for 
escape, you’ll be Mighty Mouse or 
Houdini.  If you’re a nasty mouse, 
you’ll be Lucifer or Lucifana.”  

Some scientists worry that names 
lead to anthropomorphizing that 
could trigger bias, while others feel 
that named animals may be tended 
to more carefully, making for better 
studies.  For many researchers, 
naming is a practice whose time has 
come.  

Says Cindy Buckmaster, Presi-
dent of the American Association 
for Laboratory Animal Science, “I 
can count on one hand the people 
who say to me, ‘I work for some-
body who tells me I can’t name the 
animals.’  “I ask them if they do it 
anyway, and they say, ‘Yup.’”

Yet psychologist Matthew 
Novak believes that “naming not 
only changes our expectations, it 
changes what we see the animal 
doing.”  So the debate continues, 
with no research directly backing up 
either side.
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)
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          LEGAL NOTICE
Application renewal has been 

made with the Texas Alcoholic 
Beverage Commission for a Mixed 
Beverage Restaurant Permit with 
FB, Food and Beverage Cer-
tificate,  and Beverage Cartage 
Permit, by The Grape Taste of 
Lake Jackson LLC, a Texas Lim-
ited Liability Company, operating 
as The Grape Taste of Lake Jack-
son to be located at 145 Oyster 
Creek Drive #10, Lake Jackson, 
Brazoria County, Texas.   Manag-
ers of said Texas Limited Liability 
Company are Michael D. Lopeman 
and Debbie L. Lopeman.

those killed in distracted-driving 
crashes have given heart-wrench-
ing testimony. But concerns over 
enforcement and personal privacy 
have won the day in the Capitol.

Around 40 Texas cities have 
stepped forward to ban texting 
while driving, including five in 
North Texas: Arlington, Denton, 
Farmers Branch, Grand Prairie 
and Rowlett.

Austin moved to its “hands-free” 
ordinance in January, after having 
a texting ban since 2009. The city 
moved to the broader rules in part 
because they are more enforce-
able: a chatterbox holding a phone 
up to an ear is easier to see than 
someone texting in their lap.

The new ordinance resulted in 
551 tickets in February alone. In 
all of last year, Austin police wrote 
688 citations for the texting ban.

But is the ordinance making the 
roads safer?

To see what impact these 
ordinances might be having, The 
News analyzed Texas Department 
of Transportation crash data for 
a dozen cities that have passed 
them. The data focused on wrecks 

in which cellphone use or distrac-
tion was a contributing factor.

But the statistics, which rely 
mainly on driver accounts from 
the scene of a crash, raised more 
questions than they answered.

Several cities saw the crash 
rate for cellphone-involved wrecks 
drop after implementing either a 
texting or a hands-free ordinance. 
But many of those same cities saw 
distracted driving crashes, which 
include the cellphone incidents, 
actually increase.

Did the ordinance actually 
reduce cellphone use? Or did it 
just make drivers even more leery 
to admit that they had been using 
their phone? 

Or did the elimination of one dis-
traction behind the wheel simply 
lead to others?

Then some cities saw crash 

rates increase after implementing 
new rules. Some saw those rates 
go up and then go down. And 
some indeed saw an apparent 
drop in both crash categories.

But there are many variables at 
play.

In Corpus Christi, for instance, a 
police spokesman explained that 
his city’s precipitous drop in those 
crash rates was likely just the 
result of the fact that the depart-
ment no longer fills out crash 
reports on wrecks that don’t cause 
at least serious injury.

Despite those challenges, some 
argue that such volatility adds to 
the need for a statewide ban on 
texting behind the wheel. That 
would reduce confusion drivers 
might face in knowing which cities 
have ordinances and which ones 
don’t.

Does banning cellphone use while driving reduce accidents?
(Continued from Page 1)
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(This column was prepared by the Social Security Administration. For fast answers 
to specific Social Security questions, contact Social Security toll-free at 800-772-
1213 or visit www.socialsecurity.gov.)

Checking on applications for benefits
SOCIAL SECURITY Q&A

Tribune News Service (TNS)
Q: How can I check the status of a pending application for retire-

ment benefits?
A: If you applied for retirement or disability benefits online, you can 

check the status of your application at www.socialsecurity.gov by selecting 
“Benefits” and “Check Application Status” under “Apply.” You will need to 
enter your Social Security number and the confirmation code you received 
when you filed online.

Your application status will show:
— The date we received your application;
— Any requests for additional documents;
— The address of the office processing your application; and
— If a decision has been made.
Q: What is the maximum Social Security retirement benefit?
A: The maximum benefit depends on the age you retire. For example, 

if you retire at full retirement age in 2015, your maximum monthly benefit 
would be $2,663. However, if you retire at age 62 in 2015, your maximum 
monthly benefit would be only $2,025. If you retire at age 70 in 2015, your 
maximum monthly benefit would be $3,501.

Yara International ASA and BASF 
have broken ground on a world scale 
ammonia plant at the BASF site in 
Freeport.

Total capital investment for theplant 
– which is expected to come online in 
2017 – is estimated at $600 million. 

As part of the project, Yara will 
build an ammonia tank at the BASF 
terminal and BASF will upgrade its 
current terminal and pipeline assetsfor 
the export of ammonia from the new 
plant.

“I am very pleased to be here today, 
initiating the construction of an impor-
tant investment for Yara – alongside 
our partners at BASF. The building 
of the Freeport Ammonia plant is a 
firm demonstration of how we deliver 
on our growth strategy,” said Torgeir 
Kvidal, President and CEO of Yara.

“BASF is in a period of significant 
investment in North America,” said 
Wayne T. Smith, Chairman & CEO of 

BASF Corporation and member of the 
Board of Executive Directors of BASF 
SE. “Through the joint investment 
with Yara, we can take advantage of 
world-scale production economics 
and the attractive raw material costs 
in the United States; strengthening 
our operations in Freeport and the 

competitiveness of our customer value 
chain in the region.”

The plant will have a capacity of 
about 750,000 metric tons per year 
and will be owned 68 percent by Yara 
and 32 percent by BASF. 

BASF will use its share of ammonia 
from the plant to produce polycapro-
lactam, a key ingredient in the manu-
facture of nylons for carpet, textiles, 
film, monofilaments, and wire and 
cable.Yara will market the remainder 
mostly to industrial customers in North 
America, in addition to supplying the 
agricultural sector.

The plant is expected to be 
completed by the end of 2017. Yara 
will manage construction of the plant; 
BASF will operate the plant.

Peak construction for the project 
will create up to 550 jobs. Once 
completed, operation of the plant will 
add approximately 35 full time BASF 
positions in Freeport.

Yara, BASF break ground on ammonia plant in Freeport

Wayne T. Smith, Chairman and CEO, 
BASF Corporation, addresses the 
audience at the Yara Freeport LLC 
Groundbreaking.
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Look for us on 
Facebook

Like us on facebook: brazoriacountybulletin

History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Aug. 3: ON THIS DATE in 1492, 
Christopher Columbus set sail from 
Palos, Spain, on his first voyage 
to the New World. In 1958, the 
nuclear-powered submarine USS 
Nautilus became the first vessel to 
cross the North Pole under water.

Aug. 4: ON THIS DATE in 1181, 
a supernova was observed in the 
constellation Cassiopeia. In 1693, 
Dom Perignon, a French Benedic-
tine monk, invented champagne. 
In 1958, the Dumont television 
network ceased broadcasting.

Aug. 5: ON THIS DATE in 1861, 
the U.S. Army abolished flogging 
as a punishment for soldiers. In 
1962, actress Marilyn Monroe, 
36, was found dead in her Los 
Angeles home. Her death was 
ruled a “probable suicide” from an 
overdose of sleeping pills.

Aug. 6: ON THIS DATE in 1914, 
Austria-Hungary declared war on 
Russia, and Serbia declared war 
on Germany in the second week 
of World War I. In 1986, William 
J. Schroeder died after living 620 
days with the Jarvik-7 artificial 
heart.

Aug. 7: ON THIS DATE in 1912, 
the Progressive Party nominated 

Theodore Roosevelt for president. 
The former president (1901-09) 
finished second to Democrat 
Woodrow Wilson in a four-way 
race. In 1964, Congress passed 
the Gulf of Tonkin resolution, giving 
President Johnson broad powers 
in dealing with North Vietnamese 
attacks on U.S. forces.

Aug. 8: ON THIS DATE in 1815, 
Napoleon Bonaparte set sail for 
St. Helena to spend the rest of 
his life in exile. In 1974, President 
Nixon announced he would resign 
the next day at noon after new 
developments in the Watergate 
scandal erased any chance he had 
of avoiding impeachment.

Aug. 9: ON THIS DATE in 1854, 
Henry David Thoreau published 
Walden. In 1969, actress Sharon 
Tate and four other people were 
found slain in Tate’s Los Angeles 
home; cult leader Charles Manson 
and a group of his disciples were 
convicted of the crimes.

Answer to last week’s ques-
tion: This week in 1969, the New 
York Mets fell to nine games behind 
first place before coming back to 
win the National League pennant.

This week’s question: In 1896, 
gold was discovered on a tributary 
of what river in Canada’s Yukon 
Territory?

By Amina Khan
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

By examining dusty bones pulled 
from the bottom of an ancient tomb, 
researchers say they’ve identi-
fied the remains of King Philip II of 
Macedon, the father of Alexander 
the Great, in a tomb in Vergina, 
Greece, along with his wife and a 
child.

The discovery, described in 
the Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences, corrects a 
decades-long case of mistaken 
identity.

“A nearly 40-year-old mystery 
concerning the Royal Tombs of 
Vergina has finally been solved 
that puzzled historians, archaeolo-
gists and physical anthropologists,” 
the team of European researchers 
wrote.

Philip II was assassinated in 336 
BC, and his young wife and new-
born son were killed shortly thereaf-
ter, according to historical accounts, 
but it has been unclear what hap-
pened to the king’s remains.

In 1977 and 1978, the skeletons 
of two men were excavated from the 
Royal Tombs II and I in Vergina. At 
the time, researchers said the Tomb 
II skeleton was probably that of 
Philip II, an idea that persisted even 
though this skeleton didn’t appear to 
match the description of Philip II in 
at least one very significant way.

Three years before his death, the 
king was famously wounded in the 
leg by a lance that left him lame, 
according to historical accounts.

“The current view is that Philip 
II was buried in Tomb II,” the study 
authors wrote. “However, the male 
skeleton of Tomb II bears no lesions 
to his legs that would indicate lame-
ness.”

But after examining the skeleton 
from Tomb I, the researchers found 
that it had a very obvious case of 
“knee ankylosis,” a stiffness in the 
joint that is clear evidence of lame-
ness. There is also a hole through 
the knee’s bone overgrowth, but no 
obvious signs of infection.

“This evidence indicates that the 
injury was likely caused by a severe 
penetrating wound to the knee, 
which resulted in an active inflam-
matory process that stopped years 
before death,” the authors said.

Based on bone and tooth analy-
sis, the age of the Tomb I man at 

death appeared to be about 45, 
which would match with Philip II’s 
estimated age at death of 46 or 47.

Philip II’s wife Cleopatra (a.k.a. 
Cleopatra Eurydice) was thought to 
be in her late teens when she was 
killed, and the analysis of the young 
woman’s skeleton in Tomb I seems 
to match that description, with 
an age estimate of 18 years. The 
child’s age at death was estimated 
at 41 to 44 “intrauterine” weeks, 
which means it was probably a 
newborn.

“This evidence is against previ-
ous speculation that Cleopatra 
was executed a few months after 
Philip’s assassination,” the authors 
wrote. Mother and child were prob-
ably killed very shortly after the 
king’s untimely death, they wrote. 
(Olympias, the fourth wife of Philip 
II and the mother of Alexander the 

Great, is said to have killed them 
to secure her own son’s position as 
new ruler.)

So if Tomb I is the true final rest-
ing place of King Philip II and his 
young wife and child, then who is 
in Tomb II? Probably Philip II’s son 
King Arrhidaeus (a.k.a. Philip III 
Arrhidaeus) and his wife Eurydice, 
who never had a child, according 
to historical records. Arrhidaeus 
and Eurydice were also put to 
death by Olympias, but in 317 BC, 
two decades later. Tomb II may 
also contain some of the armor 
belonging to Philip II’s son and 
Arrhidaeus’s half-brother, Alexander 
the Great.

Having examined the damage 
linked to the wound that left Philip 
II lame, the scientists appeared 
impressed by the extent of his 
recovery.

King Philip II’s body identified in ancient tomb
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Caregiving requires rest, prayer and 
help from others

My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Q: My husband has a long-
term medical condition, and I’m 
his only caregiver. I wish he’d 
understand how hard this is, 
especially when all he does is 
complain. He reads your column, 
so maybe you could say some-
thing about this. - Mrs. R.S.

A: When we don’t feel well, it’s 
easy to become short-tempered 
and impatient. That doesn’t make 
it right, however, because what’s 
really happening is that we’re 
becoming concerned only about 
ourselves. But the Bible says, 
“Let each of you look not only to 
his own interests, but also to the 
interests of others” (Philippians 2:
4, ESV).

What can you do? First, pray 
for your husband. Pray not only 
that he’ll become more thought-
ful and patient, but also that he’ll 
turn to God for daily strength. 
Pray, too, that each day he’ll turn 

to Christ and focus anew on the 
hope we have of heaven because 
of His death and resurrection. The 
Apostle Paul suffered much, and 
yet he also knew that because of 
Christ “our light and momentary 
troubles are achieving for us an 
eternal glory that far outweighs 
them all” (2 Corinthians 4:17).

Let me also encourage you and 
your husband to pray and read 
God’s Word together (perhaps from 
a book of daily devotions based on 
Scripture). If you’ve never done this 
before, one place to start could be 
pausing before each meal to thank 
God for His goodness and love.

Then ask God to help you. We 
all need rest; seek others who can 
assist you, even for only a few 
hours. Ask God also to give you an 
extra measure of understanding 
and patience, and a deep sense 
that you are doing His will. May 
the Psalmist’s experience become 
yours: “I delight to do thy will, O my 
God” (Psalm 40:8, KJV). 

News from our area men and women in the military 
Marine Lt. Col. Jeffrey A. 

Vandaveer has graduated from the 
U.S. Army War College at Carlisle 
Barracks, Carlisle, Pa., and earned a 
master’s degree in strategic studies. 
The college is the Army’s senior 
educational institution.    

The 10-month curriculum of 
the Army’s senior officer school 
is designed to prepare and train 
officers of all the U.S. military 
branches of service, foreign military 
officers, as well as senior civilian 
officials of federal agencies, to serve 
in top-level command and staff posi-

tions with the U.S. Armed Forces 
worldwide.

Following the Army War College, 
he will be assigned to the Marine 
Corps Command and Staff College 
in Quantico, Va. He has served in 
the military for 22 years.

Vandaveer is the son of Art 
Vandaveer of Lake Jackson. He is a 
1989 graduate of Brazoswood High 
School. He earned a bachelor’s 
degree in 1993 from Texas A&M 
University, College Station.

Army Reserve Pfc. Mario A. 
Castro has graduated from basic 

combat training at Fort Jackson, 
Columbia, S.C. Castro is the son of 
Mike Castro of Freeport, and Norma 
Cabello of Portland, Texas. He is 
the brother of Miguel Castro. He is a 
2011 graduate of Gregory-Portland 
High School.

Air Force Airman Isaac P. Col-
ligan graduated from basic military 
training at Joint Base San Antonio-
Lackland, San Antonio. Colligan is 
the grandson of Mary Colligan of 
Beaumont. He is a 2015 graduate 
of Glenda Dawson High School, 
Pearland.

Twitter hits grand slam with 2nd Quarter earnings report
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Twitter blew past Wall Street 
expectations, reporting second-
quarter revenue of $502 million, 
up 61 percent compared with a 
year earlier and well above analyst 
estimates of $481 million.

For the second quarter, the San 
Francisco company posted a net 
loss of $137 million. Adjusted for 
one-time events, it had a profit of 

$49 million, or 7 cents a share.
Average monthly active users, 

a key growth metric, totaled 316 
million, an increase of 15 percent 
year-over-year and up slightly 
from 308 million in the first quarter. 

Mobile monthly active users repre-
sented approximately 80 percent of 
the total.

Advertising revenue totaled $452 
million, an increase of 63 percent 
year over year.

U.S. home ownership hits 48-year low
Chicago Tribune (TNS)

The nation’s home ownership rate continued its decline in the second 
quarter, dropping to a 48-year low, the Census Bureau reported Tuesday.

The home ownership rate slid to 63.4 percent, down from 63.7 percent 
in the first quarter and 64.7 percent in 2014’s second quarter. The last 
time homeownership was so low was in the first quarter of 1967, when the 
rate was 63.3 percent.

With some of those former homeowners becoming renters, the rental 
vacancy rate took a deeper slide in the second quarter, down to 6.8 per-
cent, from 7.5 percent a year earlier. The dip wasn’t as steep from the first 
quarter when the rental vacancy rate was 7.1 percent.
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during the sales tax holiday. A backpack is a pack with straps one wears on 
the back. The exemption includes backpacks with wheels, provided they can 
also be worn on the back like a traditional backpack, and messenger bags.

The exemption does not include items that are reasonably defined as lug-
gage, briefcases, athletic/duffle/gym bags, computer bags, purses or framed 
backpacks. Ten or fewer backpacks can be purchased tax-free at one time 
without providing an exemption certificate to the seller.

School supplies
Texas families also get a sales tax break on most school supplies priced at 

less than $100 purchased for use by a student in an elementary or second-
ary school.

Tax-free, back-to-school weekend
(Continued from Page 1)

Students in Brazosport College’s Math Bridge Academy program recently 
participated in a fun mathematical-based, problem-solving experiment. 

The game involved dropping dolls, secured by rubber bands, from a 
second-story walkway at the College. Students had to calculate how many 
rubber bands would be needed to allow the doll to drop, but not hit the 
ground. 

The winner of the “Barbie Drop” contest was the student who came closest 
to the ground without hitting it. Students pictured participating in the “Barbie 
Drop” are, from left, Martha Estrella, Miguel Lopez and Hector Garcia. 

For more information about Brazosport College’s Math Bridge Academy, 
call Nicole Tunmire at (979) 230-3130.

BC Math Bridge Academy uses fun 
game to improve math skills

Millwright field great choice for BC 
student who likes working with hands

After his career in the automobile 
racing industry came to an end a few 
years ago, Brian Loeb found himself 
in the daunting position of needing a 
job. However, Brian did have one big 
advantage when seeking employment: 
He has a talent for working with his 
hands.

So, he became a millwright.
“Ever since I was young I’ve been 

blessed with the ability to do mechani-
cal things,” Brian said. “I’ve just always 
had an aptitude for it. I’ve worked in 
different industries, and I just didn’t 
have as much satisfaction outside the 
mechanical realm.”

As a millwright for McGill Mainte-
nance, Brian has discovered another 
trade that utilizes his greatest assets.

“I originally worked in the automo-
bile realm,” he added. “As a millwright, 
it’s not the same thing, but it’s not 
that different either. You’re working on 
different things, but the principles are 
the same.”

Brian, 38, is now taking classes 
at Brazosport College to increase 
his knowledge of the millwright field. 
He’s also planning to take Machine 

Technology classes in the future. 
With the training he’s received 
through his employer and Brazosport 
College, Brian recently competed in 
the National Craft Championships 
and earned a bronze medal in the 
millwright division.

“Getting in the door and being a 
millwright is an excellent opportunity,” 
Brian said. “It’s a job that can be 
fulfilling in and of itself, but it can also 
be a stepping stone to a wide variety 
of things. Once you get in the door, 
then all those opportunities start to 
present themselves. It’s nice to have 
an opportunity for growth.”

For Brian, the millwright program 
at BC is a fantastic opportunity to 
advance his skills in a career with a 
bright future.

“Brazosport College is an excellent 
opportunity for the young and old,” he 
said. “We can take classes after work, 
and it’s close to home,” Brian said. “ 

The classes have hands-on training 
that prepares you for the workforce. 
There’s a lot of satisfaction in this type 
of work. It’s the hands-on workers that 
makes our world work.”
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buried in a national pollinator plan 
released by the White House — an 
epic attempt to save the gaudy 
symbol of the prairie from its steady 
slide toward the Endangered 
Species list. The key is milkweed, 
the one and only food source for 
monarch caterpillars, which has all 
but disappeared from Midwestern 
landscapes, thanks largely to GMO 
crops and the widespread use of 
Roundup.

But if it succeeds, the plan would 
rescue pollinators considered vital 
to a healthy environment, and in five 
years, the number of monarchs that 
travel 3,000 miles every year from 
the Midwest to the mountains of 
Mexico and then back again, would 
increase by nearly tenfold.

“We are going to get the most 
bang for our buck by concentrating 
on the prairie corridor,” said Karen 
Oberhauser, a University of Min-
nesota professor and one of two key 
scientists advising federal agencies 
on the monarch plan.

And monarchs won’t be the only 
ones to benefit. “It’s a flagship spe-

cies for a lot of other critters that will 
enjoy that habitat,” said Tom Melius, 
director of the Midwest region for 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
which is leading the monarch resto-
ration plan. That includes grassland 
birds, which are also disappearing 
from the landscape, and pollinators 
of all kinds, he said.

Monarchs earned a place in the 
White House pollinator plan in part 
because they are wildly popular, 
and because they have an extraor-
dinary migration that makes it easy 
to measure their shocking decline.

In January this year, monarchs 
covered about 2.8 acres of trees in 
Mexico, their primary overwinter-
ing site, where they droop from the 
branches in great fluttering clusters 
through the cold months.

That’s better than the all-time 
low of 33 million butterflies spread 
over 1.6 acres, in 2014. But their 
numbers have crashed since the 
mid-1990s, when they covered 30 
to 40 acres of acres of trees every 
winter. The trend is so alarming that 
last year a number of environmental 
groups petitioned the U.S. Fish and 

Federal pollinator plan needs a billion milkweed plants for monarch butterflies
(Continued from Page 1) Wildlife Service to put the butterfly 

on the federal Endangered Spe-
cies list, which the agency is now 
considering.

Scientists have cited a number of 
reasons for the decline. For a time, 
logging in and around Mexico’s 
mountain forests deprived them of 
critical winter protection, but that’s 
been largely stopped. Now their 
numbers are so low that there’s 
room to spare in the mountains.

Climate change and the severe 
weather events it brings, like 
drought and flooding, can wipe out 
the milkweed plants that monarchs 
need to lay their eggs and the flow-
ers they need for nectar throughout 
their migration route.

Pesticides may also play a 
part — chief among them a class 
known as neonicotinoids that are 
now embedded in virtually all row 
crops planted across millions of 
acres. A recent study by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture found that 
milkweed growing near farm fields 
absorbed the pesticide, most likely 
from the soil. And 50 to 80 percent 
of the monarch eggs on contami-

nated plants died before or soon 
after hatching.

But the biggest reason, scientists 
say, is that between Duluth and 
Texas there’s just not much milk-
weed anymore.

Farmers used to pull the plant out 
with machines when they cultivated 
the rows, and year after year it 
would simply grow back. But in the 
1990s, Monsanto revolutionized 
Midwestern agriculture with seeds 
resistant to the herbicide Roundup, 
and now the widespread use of 
that combination means that most 
row crops are, for the most part, 
completely bare of all weeds.

A 2012 study by Oberhauser 
and John Pleasants, a scientist at 
Iowa State University, showed the 
consequences for monarchs: Half 
the milkweed in the corn belt disap-
peared between 1999 and 2010.

“Milkweed densities were not all 
that great in soybean and corn-

fields,” Pleasants said. “But there 
were so many corn and soybean 
fields that when you added it all up it 
was a huge amount.”

Not anymore.
The number of eggs that mon-

archs produce took an even greater 
hit, declining 81 percent during that 
same period. Turns out, the milk-
weed plants inside farm fields were 
more important to the butterflies 
than those outside. The monarchs 
laid four times as many eggs on 
milkweed plants in farm field plants 
than on those growing in pastures 
or roadsides. 

Since then, the loss of milkweed 
has only accelerated as row crop 
agriculture has continued to expand 
across the country. Between 2008 
and 2012, another 5.7 million acres 
of grasslands were converted to 
row crops, primarily corn. And that 
means the loss of about another 53 
million milkweed plants per year.

GMO rice could reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions, study says

By Sasha Harris-Lovett
Los Angeles Times(TNS)

Over half the people on the planet eat rice as a staple food. Growing rice 
emits methane, a potent greenhouse gas — to the tune of 25 million to 100 
million metric tons of methane every year, a notable contribution to human-
caused greenhouse gas emissions.

By transferring a barley gene into a rice plant, scientists have created 
a new variety of rice that produces less methane while still making highly 
starchy, productive seeds. The development of the new rice strain is 
described  in the journal Nature.

Finding a way to boost rice production while reducing methane emissions 
has been a goal for many years, said Chuanxin Sun, a plant biologist at the 
Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences and the lead author of the study. 

By engineering barley genes into the rice plant, “we demonstrated it’s pos-
sible to get these two traits with this technology,” he said.

When rice paddies are flooded, methane-producing bacteria thrive on the 
carbohydrates secreted by rice roots in the oxygen-free soils. The rice plant 
itself acts as a conduit, transmitting methane from the soil into the atmo-
sphere.

Sun and his team transferred barley genes that cause high-starch produc-
tion in rice grains and stems. 

Based on previous research that proposed that rice plants with smaller 
root systems could produce less methane, the researchers hoped that the 
genetic transfer would cause their rice plants to allocate less energy toward 
growing roots and more toward making robust grains.

Then they planted a handful of their genetically engineered rice plants 
alongside conventionally grown Nipponbare rice in the laboratory and in two 
field settings in China.

As they suspected, the genetically engineered rice grew smaller root 
systems and starchier grains than conventional rice. Far fewer methane-
producing bacteria hugged the roots of the new rice. And the new rice variety 
emitted less than 10 percent of the methane of conventional rice, they 
reported.
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More millennials living at home, and you can’t blame the economy
By Samantha Masunaga
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

The economy might be recovering, 
but millennials are still largely living 
with their parents, one survey says.

According to the report by the Pew 
Research Center, the nation’s 18- to 
34-year-old population is less likely 
to be living independently of their 
families and establishing their own 
households than they were during 
the recession.

In early 2015, the report said, 
about 42.2 million millennials, or 67 
percent, lived independently, com-
pared with 42.7 million millennials, 
or 71 percent, before the recession 

in 2007.
Since 2010, the percentage of 

millennials moving back in with 
their parents has increased from 24 
percent to 26 percent.

This comes as the millennial popu-
lation is growing. In 2015, there are 
nearly 3 million more young adults 
between the ages of 18 and 34 than 
there were in 2007, according to the 
report.

The stagnation in millennial house-
holds has a significant effect on the 
housing market, from real estate 
agents to landlords to construc-
tion firms to cable companies, said 
Richard Fry, senior economist at the 

Pew Research Center and author of 
the report.

“It’s contributing to why the Hous-
ing market has been a real laggard in 
the recovery,” he said. “There’s a lot 
of spending that is associated with 
forming your own households.”

Part of the problem can be linked 
to student loan debt, which can 
hinder independent living, according 
to the report. Though college-edu-
cated millennials are more likely 
to live independently than those 
with only a high school education, 
the trend for both groups has still 
decreased slightly since the reces-
sion.
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10 more trees on your street can make you feel 7 years younger, healthier, richer, study shows
By Deborah Netburn
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Leafy, tree-lined streets aren’t 
just good for property values; they 
may also be good for your health, 
according to a new report.

After analyzing two sets of data 
from the city of Toronto, researchers 
report that adding just 10 trees to a 
single city block could improve how 
healthy a person feels as much as 
if they made an additional $10,000 
a year or if they were seven years 
younger.

The study in the journal Scientific 
Reports also found that residents 
of neighborhoods with higher tree 
density are less likely to have 
cardio-metabolic conditions such as 
hypertension, obesity and diabetes. 

And it’s not just that the well-to-
do who live on tree-lined streets 
can afford a healthier lifestyle. The 
researchers controlled four demo-
graphic and socioeconomic factors 
and found that living near trees still 

had an effect on one’s perception of 
health and overall health.

“These effects are independent 
of how much money people make,” 
said Marc Berman, director of the 
Environmental Neuroscience Labo-
ratory at the University of Chicago, 
and the senior author of the paper. 
“Wealthy neighborhoods and poor 
neighborhoods with trees seem to 
have better health.”

The tree data in the study came 
from the Toronto city government, 
which has cataloged every single 
tree on public land, including the 
species of the tree and its size. The 
researchers also looked at satellite 
data with a half-meter resolution to 
see how much of the tree canopy in 
any given neighborhood came from 
backyard trees.

The health and socioeconomic 
data came from the Ontario Health 
Study and included more than 
30,000 residents in Toronto. 

Toronto was of particular interest 

to the research team because it is in 
Canada — a country with universal 
health care. Therefore, whether a 
person has money should not affect 
his or her ability to get medical 
attention.

They note that in a country that 
does not have universal healthcare, 
having an extra $10,000 a year 
might have more of an effect on 
a person’s health than living near 
trees. 

Although the study found a 
strong correlation between living on 
a tree-lined street and health, the 
researchers still don’t know why.

“Trees remove pollutants from 
the air, so it could be the cleaner 
air, or it could be that adding more 
trees on the street encourages 
people to go outside and exercise 
more,” Berman said. “Or it could 
be that the environment is more 
beautiful, and that contributes to 
health.”

It is also possible that healthier 

people choose to live in neighbor-
hoods with more trees.

“Our data is correlational, so we 
can’t say trees are causing better 
health; we can only say they are 
associated with better health,” he 
said. 

Berman and his team have cal-
culated that it takes $500 to $3,000 

to add 10 new trees to a single city 
block, which city planners might 
see as a pretty good investment.

“Greening the face of a city has 
real economic benefits,” he said. 
“We already know it’s good for air 
quality, property values, controlling 
water, and now we are showing it’s 
good for health too.”

SeaWorld orcas live as long as 
whales in the wild, new study says
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

The debate over the treatment of killer whales at SeaWorld has turned 
into a battle over scientific studies now that a new report has concluded that 
whales showcased at the marine-themed parks live just as long as whales in 
the wild.

The peer-reviewed study, which appears in the July edition of the Journal 
of Mammalogy, concluded that the life expectancy of a SeaWorld killer whale 
is 41.6 years, compared with 29 years for killer whales in a southern commu-
nity of the waters of the Pacific Northwest and 42.3 for whales in a northern 
community.

“The results demonstrate unequivocally that killer whales in captivity have 
similar life expectancies to those in the wild and provide invaluable knowl-
edge concerning normal reproductive patterns of the species,” said Todd 
Robeck, vice president of theriogenology at SeaWorld Parks and Entertain-
ment.

The study was immediately criticized by animal rights groups.

Bernie the dog sniffs stuffed animals 
placed at the front door of River 
Bluff Dental on Tues., July 28 in 
Bloomington, Minn. River Bluff 
Dental owner Dr. Walter Palmer has 
gotten criticism over the sport killing 
of a beloved lion in Zimbabwe named 
“Cecil.” (Renee Jones Schneider/
Minneapolis Star Tribune/TNS)
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and is fully functional. It plays the 
Astros games and sports talk.

There is something about being 
outdoors and playing the radio. It is 
nostalgic. The radio has character 
that the more modern gadgets lack. 

But there was another way we 
used to listen to music on-the-go, 
back when dinosaurs roamed. 
We had cassette tape players, or 
8-track players. I bought cassette 
players because they were more 
compact, and the tapes were 
smaller. 

My buddy, Richard, had an 8-
track player in his car, and I really 
liked the way that sounded. Com-
pared to today, it was garbage, but 
back then we didn’t know about all 
these fancy devices of the future.

I never bought an 8-track player. 
My friend’s car player broke pretty 
quickly. That warned me to stay 
away. The gadget was just too com-
plicated inside -- too many twists 
and turns for the tape to make 
before the music could be heard.

Never, until now.
I just bought one of those 1970s 

8-track portable stereos in pretty 
good condition - with AM/FM radio 
to boot. The seller wrote that it 
works. We’ll see when it arrives.

I do most of my shopping locally, 
but for this, I had to go to eBay, 
where I’ve had good luck buying 
back all my childhood electronic 
toys, including a portable record 
player that I got recently. It’s not the 
same one I had, but it’s O.K. 

I’m still looking for that cheap 
Singer portable record player with 
AM/FM radio that I bought in the 
early 1970s. Apparently, not too 
many of them survived the decade. 
Mine didn’t.

Now I need 8-track tapes. Back 
to eBay. There are plenty there. I’ll 
get a bunch of ‘70s rock and roll 
music before the player arrives. 
That’s the decade when all the 
good music was made.

I know that it will sound hor-
rible compared to today’s digital 
music on that micro SD card in our 
phones. But I don’t buy these relics 
for sound quality. I buy them for 
memories.

I also know that many of you 
readers are thinking like I do. It’s 
fun to walk down memory lane 
(while you still can). 

That is probably why I received a 
couple of calls after the first column 
appeared. Readers wanted to share 
their early-day radio or gadget sto-
ries, or called to say how much they 
enjoy the column and the paper. 

Most people just read the piece 
and move on. Very few call to tell us 
how much they have enjoyed the 
story and how it brought back good 
memories, so I appreciate the calls.

I hope this 8-track purchase was 
a good deal. The last time I saw 
one of these tapes, it was stuck 
inside Richard’s car player, being 
devoured and making strange 
noises.

That’s when he turned on the 
radio instead.

Moving up from AM to 8-track stereo
(Continued from Page 1)

At a recent meeting of the Stephen 
F. Austin Celebration Committee,  a 
donation was made by the St. Johns 
Masonic Lodge and the Frontier 
Masonic Lodge of West Columbia to 
the treasurer, Arthur Evans.

The group is having two events that 
will take place at Austin’s statue in 
Angleton, while another event starts in 
West Columbia and ends at the Gulf 

Prairie Presbyterian Church in Jones 
Creek.

 The two events at the statue are 
Stephen F. Austin’s Birthday Celebra-
tion on Nov. 3, and Texas Indepen-
dence Day March 2. The group also 
plans to hold a funeral for Stephen 
F. Austin on Saturday, Dec. 26. It will 
begin at the First Capitol Replica in 
West Columbia at 9:30 a.m. A Masonic  

burial ceremony will follow at Gulf 
Prairie Presbyterian Church. The mili-
tia will shoot volleys, and cannons will 
salute Austin during the Masonic cer-
emony. Lunch will be catered after the 
ceremony at the Gulf Prairie Church.  
For information, or to help with the 
preparations or contribute donations, 
please call Scott Leopold and Robby 
Roden at (979) 417-8428.

Donations made to help fund Stephen F. Austin celebrations

 SFA donation, l-r, Robby Roden, Dorothy Wilbeck and Arthur Evans.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 Like some restrictive dinners
5 Andrew of “Melrose Place”
9 First, for now
14 Strives
16 Brewery prefix
17 “Pardon my sword fight”?
19 Refuses to release
20 “Lifts the spirits” gp.
21 Eau Claire-to-Green Bay direc-
tion

22 All-purpose rides
24 Ocean predator
26 “The good news: mostly A-OK. 
The bad news: __”?
33 Singer Carly __ Jepsen
34 Start of some Texas city names
35 Mrs. Robinson’s daughter
36 Milo of “The Verdict”
39 Play about Capote
41 With an __: mindful of
42 Words

44 Okla. campus with a Prayer 
Tower
46 Author Yutang
47 Tool for putting a Ping-Pong ball 
in orbit?
51 Boer village
52 Monthly pmt.
53 Boom holder
56 Court
58 “Magic Hour” author Susan
62 Big affair for E.T.?
65 McGwire broke his record
66 “Love every sip” sloganeer
67 Concert venue
68 Poems of praise
69 Memo demand

Down
1 Stylebook entries: Abbr.
2 Picard’s counselor
3 “__ No Sunshine”: Bill Withers hit
4 Averts a knockout
5 Fight souvenirs
6 Solo in space
7 Source of khaki?
8 New Jersey township with the 
motto “Let There Be Light”
9 “Moi?”
10 Retreat
11 S.A. country at 0 degrees 
latitude
12 Father of Phobos
13 Fool
15 Whacked, biblically
18 Strong suit
23 “Beat it!”
25 NASCAR’s Yarborough
26 Chat room persona non grata
27 GPA booster
28 Big name in Indian politics
29 With 30-Down, a former name of 
Minute Maid Park
30 See 29-Down
31 No later than
32 Freetown currency
37 Matthau’s “I.Q.” role
38 Passbook abbr.
40 Drive
43 Loosely worn garment
45 Buoys
48 “My Cup Runneth Over” musical
49 “The Fox and the Grapes” writer
50 Beltway environs
53 Household nickname
54 Apple application no longer in 
use
55 Filly’s father
57 “The Wizard __”
59 Cranks (up)
60 Julio’s home
61 Faux pas
63 Org. whose seal includes an 
eagle perched on a key
64 Really big shoe
(c)2015 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
BAY  SEA  LAKE  POND  GULF  COVE  OCEAN  LAGOON
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: PIKER  SNARL  POSTAL  VERMIN
Answer: What recruits do when they line up for shots -- PRESENT ARMS

Tribune Content Agency
ARIES (Mar. 21-Apr. 19): Here 

today, gone tomorrow. Meet-
ing interesting new people may 
brighten your week, but don’t expect 
anything lasting to come from it. 
Concentrate on what’s happening 
right now rather than looking toward 

the future.
TAURUS (Apr. 20-May 20): Shine 

beneath the spotlight. You’ll be the 
star this week as others are drawn 
to your charm and magnetism like 
moths to a flame. Keep in touch with 
old friends and go out of your way to 
make new ones as your social skills 

peak.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Bide 

your time. While your assessment of 
situations may be right on the mark, 
it would be to your benefit to allow 
events to unfold before making your 
move. Write down ideas this week 
that you can use at a later time.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Use 
your gift of gab. The right words 
will come to you no matter what the 
situation and you’ll have no trouble 
getting your own way. In the week 
ahead, keep your door open to 
friends and loved ones for congenial 
group activities.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): The right 
idea often comes at the wrong 
time. You have the keen insight to 
understand the inner workings of 
key issues, but lack the time and 
resources to act upon them. Don’t 
force yourself into taking a severe 
course of action in the coming week.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Dare 
to be different. Break away from the 
routines and try something excit-
ing and new. Don’t get down in the 
dumps if the outlook appears bleak, 
as the week ahead is likely to be a 
roller coaster ride of highs and lows.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22.): If 
you’ve got it, flaunt it. You’re able to 
captivate an audience by showing 
off your greatest assets. You’ll gain 
very little from being a wallflower. As 
the week unfolds, plan to visit some 
local hotspots.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Explore what lies beyond the beaten 
path. Friends or partners may want 

you to try something this week that 
strays from the usual routine. Keep 
an open mind and heart and you’ll 
gain from new experiences.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 
Follow your instincts. But don’t be 
afraid to take good advice to heart 
when you hear it. This week may 
be a poor time for making crucial 
decisions, however, as all the infor-
mation may not be available when 
needed.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Don’t compromise yourself. Peer 
pressure may push you to try some-
thing you really have no interest in 
doing. In the week ahead, concen-
trate on the things you enjoy.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Too much of a good thing can be a 
bad thing. You may not realize just 
how much of your time a new hobby 
or pursuit consumes. In the week 
ahead, take a step back and make 
sure that all aspects of your life are 
in good running order.

PISCES (Feb. 19-Mar. 20): Shine 
on, you crazy diamond. Spread your 
social wings and gracefully enchant 
all those you meet. You’re able to 
have it your way right now, but later 
in the week others may not be as 
receptive.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

Bulletin  Horoscope



Page 16  THE BULLETIN  August 4, 2015  (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com


