
commercial venues, is the omni-
presence of screens that seem to 
defy categorization. They’re not 
personal computers or TV sets per 
se. Rather, they are a strange hybrid 
of interior design and pop art.

In Scottsdale’s nightclub district 
the dominant elements are walls of 
video screens, pulsing frenetically 
with images of fashion and graphic 
design. From a single spot on 
Saddlebag Trail - a street that could 
not possibly be more conflicted in 
name and character - you can see 
seven establishments, each with a 

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

I really like driving around Brazo-
ria County in the summer. Overall, 
there is a vacation-type feeling in 
the air. It’s Summer World.

But we’re in the deepest part of 
summer right now, and already I am 
hearing all this talk about back-to-
school this and that. 

Summer just 
started and is 
supposed to last 
forever. What 
back-to-school? 
It’s still Summer 
World.

The Brazoria 
County Parks 
Department has 
its annual KidsFest this weekend, 
which combines fun and games 
with winning school supplies. It’s a 
great free event that draws a lot of 
kids from the area, but hold on just 
a minute. We just got through cel-
ebrating the mosquitos at the Great 
Texas Mosquito Festival in Clute.

Next weekend is back-to-school 
tax-free weekend in Texas. It’s a 
great idea, and retailers love it, but 
didn’t many of us just sit around the 
Brazos Mall parking lot, or some-
where else, looking up at the Fourth 
of July fireworks?

Let’s not rush into things. When 
it’s 95 outside every day, that means 
that it is still summer.

As a college student, I worked in a 
summer camp from opening to clos-
ing each year, returning home just 
a few days before I had to register 
for classes. There I was, standing in 
line with other students, hoping that 
there would still be room in a class I 
had to take that semester.
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Reagan: Trump 
hurting party 

By Michael Reagan
Special to The Bulletin

Donald Trump has jumped to 
the top of the national polls for the 
Republican Party’s presidential 
nomination.

It’s an embarrassing moment 
for the GOP, the country and the 
planet.

But everyone knows America’s 
richest celebrity businessman will 
never become the Republican 
candidate, much less president of 
the U.S.

Unfortunately for the GOP’s 
future, however, the billionaire 
blowhard is not going to fade away 
in a week or two like Herman Cain 
or Michele Bachmann did in 2012.

Whether he’s really worth $10 
billion, as Trump claims, or just 
a few billion, he has more than 
enough money, ego and media 
pull to keep him in the race all the 
way until Election Day. 

With an ego bigger than Amer-
ica, Trump could pull another Ross 
Perot and put another Clinton in 
the White House.

Meantime, Candidate Trump 
has been a running political joke 
for weeks.

(Continued on Page 11)

Summer World

Many of us are chained to our video security blankets
By Peter Funt
Special to The Bulletin

PHOENIX - You don’t need 
to check a screen to know how 
much time we’re spending with 
them. Besides, surveys keep 
reminding us: total screen time for 
adult Americans is now just under 
10 hours per day - roughly half in 
front of what we still call a “televi-
sion,” the rest spent with comput-
ers and mobile devices.

But what caught my eye here in 
the Phoenix metro area, particu-
larly in vibrant, newly designed 

half-dozen or more giant screens, 
lighting up the night like a fierce 
electrical storm.

Some screens are the size of 
Ping-Pong tables. They apparently 
provide a stimulating recreational 
environment for those who already 
spend nearly 10 hours a day with 
other screens in their lives.

At the Hilton near Sky Harbor 
Airport, a recent renovation has 
conjured up a plethora of screens. 
Seats in the lobby are now sepa-
rated by six-foot-high partitions 
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WHAT MADE YOU SUSPICIOUS, OFFICER? A real knucklehead 
robbed a restaurant in Olympia, Wash., and fled the scene with a canvas 
bag with a dollar sign printed on it tied to his pants. The bag – like the 
ones you would see in a comic book – attracted undue attention to himself 
and resulted in his arrest. Police called it an “unwise prop.”

GROUND CONTROL TO MAJOR TOM: A man told police that he 
broke into an apartment in the Mission District of San Francisco because 
he thought it was a spaceship, and he wanted to get on board because 
he thought Earth’s destruction was imminent. The apartment contained 
an inflatable exercise ball which he threw onto the fire escape, and was 
“planning to float with it through the galaxy.” Meth was said to be a factor.

WHAT’S WRONG WITH THE WAY I LOOK!?: A young man in 
Zhengzhou, China, decided to surprise his girlfriend with a gift of breast 
enhancement surgery for her 24th birthday. But when they arrived at the 
clinic, and he told her the wonderful news, she became furious, screamed 
at him that she was insulted, physically attacked him and stormed off, 
ending their relationship.

I JUST FELT NAKED WITHOUT IT: A man with a red beard robbed 
four banks in and around Pittsburgh, Pa. Then he shaved off his facial 
hair, and robbed two more banks – while wearing a fake red beard.

AND YOU WONDER WHY SHE SAID ‘NO’? A woman in Dubai 
rejected a man’s marriage proposal after he “conveniently” forgot his 
wallet while they were out to dinner on several occasions. After she turned 
him down, he demanded her PIN number, and threatened to disgrace her 
on Facebook if she didn’t give it to him.

REALLY? WHAT EXACTLY ARE YOU UP TO, MA’AM? A woman 
was cited by police more times than anyone else in New York city for 
being loud after neighbors called the authorities many times to complain 
about the noisy couplings by her and her boyfriend, the handyman in their 
Brooklyn apartment building. When a reporter knocked on her door to ask 
about this, she said, “I’m unavailable at the moment.”

TAKING PRIDE IN HIS WORK: Despite the fact that he was on super-
vised release after being convicted of counterfeiting, a man in Detroit 
tried to sell $3,600 worth of bogus cash. In a further demonstration of his 
stupidity, he was once arrested after he went on a local TV show featur-
ing a pawn shop, to sell his counterfeiting machine because he wanted to 
show off his criminal skills.

OH, GREAT! IT’S LIKE A RELATIONSHIP QUIZ! A man in Ningbo, 
China, broke up with one woman to date another, but his ex kept pressur-
ing him to get back with her and also urging his new love to break up with 
him. Finally, the man set up a meeting in a park with all three of them. It 
did not go well. The ex jumped off a bridge and into a nearby river, and, 
astonishingly the current girlfriend also jumped in to see which one he 
would save. He rescued the current girlfriend and had the fire department 
save the other.

and each resulting pod has its own 
video screen, flickering 24/7 without 
audio on a channel that can’t be 

switched by guests. It’s video 
wallpaper.

The remodeled Rennick’s Restau-
rant has a dining counter placed 

against a wall of individual screens, 
with images as close to a patron’s 
face as his plate of spaghetti.

Ten miles north at the Half Moon 
sports bar, the massive array 
of high-definition screens is no 
surprise, but since our last visit, 
three have been implanted in each 
restroom. The private dining room 
now has a screen mounted just a 
few inches off the ground with a 
nonstop feed of logs burning in a 
faux fireplace - creating total video 
immersion.

Next stop, the landmark Frank 

Lloyd Wright-designed Arizona 
Biltmore hotel, where the gorgeous 
patio adjoining the dramatic back 
lawn has inexplicably been defaced 
by three huge wall-mounted 
screens. The incongruity is even 
more jarring than a video fireplace 
on a 104-degree summer day.

So what’s going on here?
It’s one thing to note our growing 

addiction to social media and con-
nectivity via screens of all shapes 
and sizes, it’s another to ponder the 
increasing presence in public places 
of screens that seem to serve 

as little more than video security 
blankets. It’s as if someone had an 
addiction to sweets and, in addition 
to overeating, enjoyed sitting among 
photos of ice cream and candy. The 
images themselves aren’t fatten-
ing, but the environment is hardly 
healthy.

Video tools can, in some applica-
tions, bring us closer. But what I 
encountered here seemed to have 
the unintended consequence of 
screening people away from each 
other - and the world.

© 2015 Peter Funt

(Continued from Page 1)

Many of us are chained to our video security blankets for an average of 10 hours a day

Did you know?
• The word “sandwich” came from a British politician who loved to eat beef 

between slices of toast to have one hand free for card playing.
• Azidoazide azide is the most explosive chemical in the world; even letting 

it sit undisturbed will cause it to explode.
• There are an estimated 3 million first dates every day worldwide.
• Magazines in waiting rooms are old because new ones are usually 

stolen, not because of a lack of supply.
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Old baseball rules
Q. O.K., baseball lovers, when 

can trivialities of the game seem 
almost maximally fun?  Bear in 
mind that nothing is ever fixed, 
permanent, immutable.

A. It’s when the almost sacred-
seeming rules of today’s games get 
compared to those of yesteryear.  
Take, for instance, the games of the 
late 1800s:  

#1 During the period from 1845-
1857, the winning team was the one 
that scored 21 runs first, reports 
“Mental Floss” magazine.  

#2 Forget having to catch balls 
on a fly:  When fielders caught a fair 
ball on a bounce, the batter was out.  
(1845-1864)

#3 No overhand fastballs for 
pitchers; balls had to be thrown 
underhand with a stiff elbow and 
wrist.  (1845-1884)

#4  Umpires were directed to 
issue warnings to batters before 
calling strikes. (1858-1869)

#5  A walk was issued when nine 
balls were thrown out of the strike 
zone. (1879-1880)

#6  From 1885-1887, home plate 
could be made of marble rather than 
rubber.

#7  For one year, in 1887, four 
called strikes constituted a strikeout. 

#8  Only since 1891 have catch-
ers been allowed to wear padded 

mitts; before then, they’d been play-
ing barehanded. Ouch!

Rubik’s Cube
Q. Are you old enough to 

remember the Rubik cube, that 
aggravatingly difficult puzzle of vari-
able-colored moving cubes.  You 
math lovers might wonder, when 
you “play” with it, how many differ-
ent color arrangements are there?

A. In 1974, Hungarian professor 
Erno Rubik invented the puzzle, 
which consists of a large cube, 
divided into 27 smaller cubes, or 
“cubies,” each one-third the size, 
says Ian Stewart in “Professor Stew-
art’s Incredible Numbers.”  When 
you rotate the faces of the cube as 
allowed, the number of permissible 
color arrangements becomes truly 
enormous:  43,252,003,274,489,8

56,000!
“If each of the 7 billion people in 

the entire human race could obtain 
one arrangement every second, it 
would take about 200 years to run 
through them all.”

Don’t even ask how to figure the 
number, since it involves 8! (that’s 
8 factorial, or 8 x 7 x 6 x 5 x 4 x 3 
x 2 x 1) times 3 to the 8th power.  
“Incredible numbers” indeed, Pro-
fessor Stewart!

Passenger weight vs. 
vehicle ratio

Q. “I regularly see a woman 
driving a Hummer 2 that easily 
weighs 50 times as much as she 
does.  That’s like going after a fly 
with a steam shovel.” So what?

A.  The ultimate goal environmen-
tally is a lower ratio of “vehicle-to-
passenger weight.” The ratio is what 
matters, says Vaclav Smil in “IEEE 
Spectrum” magazine.  For example, 
a 70-kilogram (kg) passenger on a 
7 kg bicycle achieves a ratio of 7/70 
= 0.1.  Make that a ratio of 7.7 for 
the Model T and also for Japan’s 
Shinkansen, or bullet train, with high 
ridership and sleek design.  It jumps 
up to 26 for the average American 
light-duty vehicle (2013).  The Ford 
F-150, the best-selling American 
vehicle, rates 32.

For some perspective, consider 
that the 787-9 Boeing, weighing 253 
metric tons, can carry 280 passen-
gers weighing 20 metric tons plus 
another 20 metric tons of cargo.  
Thus, its overall weight-to-payload 
ratio is just 6.3.

As the world has gotten richer, 
cars have gotten larger and heavier, 
equipped with features such as 
automatic transmissions, air condi-
tioning, entertainment and commu-
nication systems. 

In the past 100 years, average 
car engine power has increased 11-
fold, leading to roughly a tripling in 
weight of light-duty vehicles, nearly 
half of which are pickups, SUVs and 
minivans.

“And because more than three-
quarters of U.S. commuters drive 
alone, you get the worst ratio of 
vehicle-to-passenger weight since 
a mahout last rode a bull elephant 
to work.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)



Did you know?

Page 4  THE BULLETIN     July 28, 2015     (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

It was a lot more fun securing 
sailboats and hanging the winning 
color war plaque from the dining 
room rafters. (That’s a long story, 
but one day I may write about it in a 
column.)

It was a great job. It was my 
Summer World.

I still live in Summer World, but I 
now take reality with me in the form 
of a laptop computer. And, adult 
Summer World can also be a lot of 
fun even after schools open. It’s still 
warm, prices are lower, and popular 
summer spots are not as crowded.

Once the kids are grown, this 
becomes a popular option.

I have enjoyed Summer World 
in many places, and never missed 
a beat when it came to producing 
The Bulletin. You, dear reader, didn’t 
know the difference, except when I 
filed columns from all those places 
and wrote that I was there.

While I enjoyed sharing my 
experiences with my readers, there 
was also a business reason for this 
- (wink).

I have had a great time combining 
fun with … fun. Because, what I do 
is a lot of fun, each week being dif-
ferent, starting off with a big jigsaw 
puzzle.

Who said you can’t have your 
cake and eat it, too? Actually, 
Thomas, Duke of Norfolk, wrote it in 
a letter on March 14, 1538. I looked 
it up. 

I like that proverb. It reflects that 
sometimes you have two options 
that cannot be reconciled, and you 
have to make a choice. Thomas, 
my friend, I found a way to reconcile 
them.

While visiting relatives, produc-

ing The Bulletin on the road comes 
in really handy when I want to 
break away from the endless family 
photos. “Those are super interest-
ing, but I need to get a few things 
done on the paper. Let’s see the 
rest of them later (like never).”

I used parenthesis on “like never,” 
because that part is just thought, not 
said. I wouldn’t be rude like that.

Soon, for most, Summer World 
will be over, and we’ll have the 
kiddos running around the school 
zones and exchanging summer 
stories.

For some of us, it may just extend 
a little longer … maybe a lot longer.

Summer World does not need to end when summer ends
(Continued from Page 1)

• The common cold is caused by 
over 200 different viruses.

• 82 percent of women agree that 
they are more attracted to men who 
like animals.

• Only half of adult dramas depict 
a death, while someone dies in two-
thirds of cartoons.

• The stethoscope was invented 
on the spot by a physician who was 
too uncomfortable putting his ear to 
a woman’s chest.

• The brain matures back to front, 
with the frontal cortex (used for 
decision making) maturing last.

• Eating sushi on a Monday can 
be dangerous, since most fish mar-
kets are closed on Sunday, meaning 
your sushi is probably days old.
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(This column was prepared by the Social Security Administration. For fast 
answers to specific Social Security questions, contact Social Security toll-free at 
800-772-1213 or visit www.socialsecurity.gov.)

What can I do at the SS website?
SOCIAL SECURITY Q&A

Tribune News Service (TNS)
Q: What can I do at 

www.socialsecurity.gov?
A: There are many things you 

can do on Social Security’s web-
site. You can conduct most of your 
Social Security business with us 
online at www.socialsecurity.gov/
onlineservices . You can get an 
estimate of future benefits, find out 
if you qualify for benefits now and 
even apply for benefits. You can 
complete a number of other tasks 
online, too. You can estimate your 
retirement benefit using our Retire-
ment Estimator, which allows you 
to get an instant, personalized esti-
mate of your future benefit based 
on different retirement ages and 
scenarios. You can even open your 
own “my Social Security account” 
to plan for and manage your 
benefits at www.socialsecurity.gov/
myaccount . You can get an 
estimate of future benefits, find out 
if you qualify for benefits now and 
even apply for benefits. You can 
complete a number of other tasks 

online, too. You can estimate your 
retirement benefit using our Retire-
ment Estimator, which allows you 
to get an instant, personalized esti-
mate of your future benefit based 
on different retirement ages and 
scenarios. You can even open your 
own “my Social Security account” 
to plan for and manage your 
benefits at www.socialsecurity.gov/
myaccount .

Q: Can I refuse to give my 
Social Security number to a 
private business?

A: Yes, you can refuse to dis-
close your Social Security number, 
and you should be careful about 
giving out your number. But, be 
aware, the person requesting your 
number can refuse services if you 
don’t give it. Businesses, banks, 
schools, private agencies, etc., 
are free to request someone’s 
number and use it for any purpose 
that doesn’t violate a federal or 
state law. To learn more about 
your Social Security number, visit 
www.socialsecurity.gov/ssnumber.

Pictured left to right:  Emma Jean Tanner, President of Cradle of 
Texas Daughters of the Republic of Texas, presenting a 25-year 
membership certificate to Charlene Cammack Buck, Chapter 
Treasurer.  Charlene’s Texas Ancestor is Moses Austin.

Honoring 25 years of DOR membership
The Brazoria County Library 

System will hold its annual book 
sale Thursday evening, July 30 and 
all day Friday, July 31, and Satur-
day, Aug. 1, at the Angleton Library, 
a branch of Brazoria County Library 
System, in Angleton.

Starting Thursday, July 30, 5 p.m. 
- 8 p.m., the public can find and buy 
books covering various topics for 
bargain prices.  Most books sell for 
one dollar or less.

The sale Friday, July 31 starts at 
9 a.m. and will continue until 6 p.m. 
Saturday, August 1, the hours will 
be the same. 

The sale includes outdated items 
removed from library shelves over 
the past five months.  Donated 
books from the public are also 
available. 

These materials are gathered 
and sold to the public to dispose of 

the property. There will be fiction, 
nonfiction, videos, audiocassette 
tapes and children’s books. 

Since space at the Angleton 
Library is limited, additional books 
are always added to the sale. Since 
the library has boxes and boxes 
of books to sell, the inventory is 
constantly changing. 

For this reason, people should 
come back and see what new books 
are available.

Money raised during the book 
sale is used by the County Library 
Board to benefit the branches. The 
money also helps the branches pay 
for performers during the summer 
reading program.

Volunteers are also needed to 
help with the book sale set-up that 
takes place Thursday, from 8:30 
a.m. until noon. 

The Angleton Library is located at 

401 E. Cedar Street.
For more information, or to volun-

teer, call Library Administration and 
ask for Lisa Gay. 

In the west or central areas of the 
county, call (979) 864-1505.  In the 
Brazosport area, dial (979) 388-
1505.  In the northern part of the 
county, call (281) 756-1505.

Brazoria County Library plans book sale at Angleton branch
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Look for us on 
Facebook

Like us on facebook: brazoriacountybulletin

Broken helium bottle in rocket caused SpaceX explosion
Orlando Sentinel (TNS)

ORLANDO, Fla. — A steel strut 
holding a helium bottle in place 
inside the doomed Falcon 9 rocket 
broke, causing a chain reaction 
less than a second long that ended 
with the rocket exploding over Cape 
Canaveral on June 26.

That’s the preliminary assess-
ment offered by SpaceX founder 

Elon Musk Monday afternoon in a 
teleconference explaining how the 
rocket explosion likely occurred, and 
what the company intends to do to 
fix it.

Musk said the fix should be easy 
— a new kind of strut. He said that 
his company expects to be launch-
ing rockets from Cape Canaveral 
Air Force Station again within a 

few months, perhaps as soon as 
September.

The reason for the strut failure 
remains somewhat of a mystery 
because it was designed to handle 
five times as much force as it was 
experiencing at the time it failed, 
about two minutes after launch. The 
key pieces of rocket debris were not 
recovered.
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Helping grandson break free of drugs 
will take prayer and action

My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Q: Our daughter just told us 
their son is deeply into drugs. 
He’s intelligent and had a bright 
future ahead of him, but now he’s 
dropped out of college, and they 
aren’t even sure where he is. Why 
would anyone like this get into 
drugs? It doesn’t make sense. 
- Mrs. J. McN. 

A: No, what your nephew has 
done doesn’t make sense - but 
that doesn’t make it any less tragic. 
Can anyone be as heartless as 
those who peddle drugs to our 
youth, ignoring the destruction 
and death they cause? Like the 
evil men of Jeremiah’s time, “they 
are cruel and show no mercy” 
(Jeremiah 6:23).

Why do people turn to drugs, 
particularly young people? Some 
start using drugs simply from peer 
pressure; their friends are doing 
it. Others are looking for a thrill or 
a new experience, and give little 

thought to the risks they’re taking. 
Still others are seeking to escape 
from their problems, and drugs (as 
well as alcohol) falsely promise 
relief. But whatever the reason, 
they usually give little thought to 
what could happen to them. 

No doubt your daughter and her 
husband will do all they can to find 
their son and welcome him home; 
they love him and don’t want to see 
him destroy himself. He needs help 
to break free of his addiction, and I 
hope your entire family will be pray-
ing that this will happen.

Above all, I pray that both they 
and their son (and others in similar 
situations who may be reading this) 
will turn to Christ and find in Him 
the answer to their deepest hurts 
and needs. 

God accepts us just as we are, 
and when we give our lives to 
Christ, He comes to live within us 
by His Spirit. Jesus said, “Peace 
I leave with you; my peace I give 
you” (John 14:27).

The Brazosport College Depart-
ment of History is offering a new 
course that will introduce students 
to ancient Native-American civiliza-
tion, Spanish-Mexican American 
pioneers and much more.

Taught by Dr. Alisa Petrovich, 
Mexican-American Studies I (History 
2327) allows students to learn the 
history of Texas, New Mexico, Cali-
fornia, Colorado, Arizona, Florida 
and all points in between.

In this course, students will walk 
into the ancient world of the Aztec, 
break the mystery of the Anasazi 
people, pillage and plunder with 
buccaneers, and explore with the 
conquerors, settlers and pioneers 
who make up the Spanish-Mexican 
American people in the United 
States.

Mexican-American Studies I is 
an interactive course, complete with 
group projects, multicultural events 
and even food tasting. The class will 
be offered from 8:10 to 9:25 a.m. on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays beginning 
the Fall 2015 semester.

For more information, call Dr. 
Petrovich at (979) 230-3659.

BC to offer new 
Mexican-American 

Studies course 
this fall semester

Katy Perry’s attempt to buy convent lands in court 
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

LOS ANGELES — A judge has 
asked a group of nuns to work out 
their differences with the Los Ange-
les Archdiocese over the proposed 
sale of their convent to pop star 
Katy Perry before seeking more 
drastic legal measures.

The Sisters of the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary asked for a tempo-
rary restraining order against the 
archdiocese, which is suing to stop 
the nuns from selling the villa-style 
hilltop property in Los Angeles’ Los 
Feliz section to restaurateur Dana 
Hollister for $15.5 million.

The nuns’ attorney, Bernard 
Resser, called Los Angeles County 
Superior Court Judge James 
Chalfant’s decision not to grant the 
restraining order disappointing.

The nuns will return to court 
July 30, when the archdiocese’s 
attorneys will argue to kill the sale. 

They will return again in October to 
discuss who has legal control over 
the property.

The archdiocese argues it has 
legal authority over the property and 
that the nuns’ sale was unauthor-

ized.
The archdiocese already agreed 

to sell the convent to Perry for $14.5 
million in cash. The agreement, 
the archdiocese argued, is legally 
sound.
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 Local industry, Brazosport 
College and the Texas workforce 
Commission team up to train 
163 students for technical jobs. 
Pictured from left, State Rep 
Dennis Bonnen, Brazosport 
College Vice President Industry 
& Community Resources Anne 
Bartlett, State Government Affairs 
Director for the Southwest Region 
of the United States Dow Chemical 
Company Daniel Womack, TWC 
Chairman and Commissioner 
Representing the Public Andres 
Alcantar, Brazosport College 
President Dr. Millicent Valek, and 
Director of Texas Operations SI 
Group Gary Crabtree.

Dow Texas Operations and SI 
Group Inc. have partnered with 
Brazosport College to provide job 
training for 163 new and incumbent 
workers using a $458,393 Skills 
Development Fund grant from 
the Texas Workforce Commission 
(TWC). The grant will benefit work-
ers in the Workforce Solutions Gulf 
Coast area.

This grant will be used to provide 
custom training to 163 new and 
incumbent workers for industry-
related topics with focused instruc-
tion on intermediate computing, 
chemical technology, industrial fire 
safety and truck driving. 

Trainees will include production 
operators, quality assurance per-
sonnel, logistics and maintenance 
technicians, training coordinators, 
truck drivers and fire brigade posi-
tions. Fire brigade trainees will have 
an opportunity for certification in 
ropes rescue, emergency medical 
response and industrial fire brigade. 
Upon completion of training, the 
workers will receive an average 
wage of $30.44.

“Skills grants deliver customized 
training solutions that help Texas 
employers and workers succeed 

in the marketplace,” said TWC 
Chairman Andres Alcantar. “This 
investment builds not only employee 
skills, but the capabilities of our 
community colleges to the benefit of 
employers and the community. We 
are pleased to make this invest-
ment.”

From the program’s inception in 
1996 through 2014, Skills Develop-
ment Fund grants have created or 
upgraded more than 316,000 jobs 
throughout Texas. The grants have 
assisted 4,074 employers with their 
customized training needs. The 
Legislature allocated nearly $48 
million to the Skills Development 
Fund for the 2014-15 biennium. 
Employers seeking more informa-
tion about the Skills Development 
Fund may visit the TWC website at 
www.texasworkforce.org/skills.

BC partners with 
Dow, SI Group for 
$458,393 in-job-
training grant

In order to provide students an in-depth look at the influence of Mexican 
Americans in our region, Alvin Community College will begin offering courses 
in Mexican American History.

“Students will finish the courses with a new appreciation about the ways 
in which Hispanic peoples and cultures influenced the U.S. as it is today,” 
History instructor Andrew Pegoda said.

To register or learn more about the Mexican-American History course, 
call (281) 756-3500, or visit www.alvincollege.edu/registration. You can also 
e-mail Pegoda at apegoda@alvincollege.edu.

Mexican American History I will begin in the fall 2015 semester and is part 
of a new Associate Degree in History offered at ACC. Mexican American His-
tory I and II can be also be used to satisfy core curriculum requirements. 

“The courses are across-the-discipline discussion-based, reading and writ-
ing intensive survey-seminars that explore cultural, economic, political, and 
social developments of the United States from its Spanish and southwest 
origins from the beginnings of time until approximately 1900,” Pegoda said.

The Mexican-American History course will be transferrable to all public 
colleges and universities in Texas. The course can serve as an elective for 
all students and is required for History majors. 

Registration for the fall 2015 semester is now open and will close on Aug. 
12. Classes will begin on Aug. 23.

ACC offers Mexican American history courses
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If you don’t think your business can 
afford advertising, let us change 
your  mind. Call (979) 849-5407 for 
the best price in the area.

History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

July 27: ON THIS DATE in 
1789, Congress established the 
Department of Foreign Affairs, 
forerunner of the State Depart-
ment. In 1953, the Korean War 
armistice was signed at Panmun-
jom, ending 37 months of fighting.

July 28: ON THIS DATE in 
1914, Austria-Hungary invaded 
Serbia, touching off World War I. In 
1943, Fascist dictator Benito Mus-
solini of Italy resigned. In 1977, oil 
flowed through the Alaska pipeline 
for the first time.

July 29: ON THIS DATE in 
1588, the powerful Spanish 
Armada, which was escorting an 
army from Flanders to try to over-
throw England’s Queen Elizabeth 
I, was defeated and scattered by a 
combined English-Dutch fleet with 
the help of severe weather that 
wrecked many Spanish warships 
on the Scottish and Irish coasts. 
In 1936, RCA broadcast the first 
television program.

July 30: ON THIS DATE in 
1839, rebelling slaves seized 
control of the slave ship Amistad. 
In 1975, former Teamsters union 
President Jimmy Hoffa disap-

peared; his body remains missing.
July 31: ON THIS DATE in 

1498, Christopher Columbus 
discovered the island of Trinidad. 
In 1964, the American lunar 
probe Ranger 7 transmitted 4,316 
pictures back to Earth before 
crashing into the moon.

Aug. 1: ON THIS DATE in 
1790, the first U.S. Census was 
completed, showing a popula-
tion of nearly 4 million people. 
In 1966, engineering student 
Charles Joseph Whitman shot 
and killed 14 people, wounding 32 
others, from a tower at the Univer-
sity of Texas in Austin before he 
was gunned down by police.

Aug. 2: ON THIS DATE in 
1876, frontiersman “Wild Bill” 
Hickok was shot and killed in a 
saloon. In 1961, the Beatles got 
their first regular gig as the house 
band of Liverpool’s Cavern Club.

Answer to last week’s ques-
tion: This week in 1858, Cyrus 
Field succeeded in laying the first 
transatlantic telegraph cable.

This week’s question: What 
Major League Baseball team fell 
nine games behind first place 
before coming back to win the 
National League pennant in 
1969?

The Brazoria Lions Club named 
its 2015-16 officers at their regular 
meeting, June 8. New officers are 
as follows: President, Frank Pette-
way Sr.; 1st Vice President, Jerry 
Measells; 2nd Vice President, Roy 
Edwards; 3rd Vice President, Kurt 
Buchanan; Treasurer, Carol Ann 
Davis; Secretary, Marie Hicks; Tail 
Twister, Roy Compton; Lion Tamer, 
Darrell Powell; and  Membership 
Chair, Kurt Buchanan.

New President, Lion Frank Pette-
way, is the first African American to 
serve as President of the Brazoria 
Lions Club since its charter date, 
November 18, 1947. Lion Petteway 
has been a member of the club for 
six years.

The Brazoria Lions Club meets 
the second and fourth Mondays of 
each month. For more information 
on the Brazoria Lions Club, call 
(979) 798-4444.

Brazoria Lions Club installs new officers for 2015-16

Pictured (from L-R) are: Lions  
Frank Petteway, Jerry Measells, 
Marie Hicks, Kurt Buchanan, 
Carol Ann Davis, Tina Dixon, 
Darrell Powell, Scott McCaskill, 
Roy Edwards, Roy Compton, Roy 
Edwards and Gary Kersh. Not 
shown are Past President David 
Jordan
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Underneath his criticism of 
America’s weak and stupid leaders 
and his boasting about his being 
able to make better trade deals 
with foreign countries than anyone 
else, he really has just one issue 
- immigration.

An issue which he blew badly.
In trying to explain his crude 

position on that politically complex 
subject, he managed to offend 
every Latino in the hemisphere by 
implying that illegal immigrants from 
Mexico are mostly murderers and 
rapists.

As for Trump’s positions on other 
issues important to conservatives 
and the future of America, they 
remain a total mystery.

The media won’t ask, and he 
won’t tell.

Is he pro life or pro choice?
Is he for national health care or 

against it?
How exactly does he plan to 

create all those new good jobs for 
Americans?

Is he going to raise taxes on the 
rich? Flatter taxes or fairer taxes?

What would he do to fix the edu-
cation problem?

If indeed immigration is his signa-
ture issue, how is he going to stop 
or control it? And what’s he going 
to do about the 12 million illegals 
already here?

Maybe Candidate Trump filled 
in Ted Cruz on where he stood on 
these issues the other day when 
Cruz made a friendly visit to Trump 
in his Tower.

But other conservatives need to 
find out if Trump is really a Repub-
lican.

He sure doesn’t act like one. He’s 
already broken Ronald Reagan’s 
11th Commandment - never speak 
ill of another Republican - dozens 
of times. (Trump’s 12th Command-
ment is “Speak ill of everybody.”)

So before any more conserva-
tives jump on the Trump band-
wagon, wouldn’t it be better to find 
out where he stands?

We only get sound bites from 
Trump’s events. But no one in the 
liberal media is in a big hurry to go 
deeper on him and his views.

They aren’t going to dig deep into 

his “colorful” personal or business 
history in an attempt to discredit him 
or prove, as some people say, that 
he’s not even as conservative as Bill 
Clinton.

If the media did some excavating, 
they might be surprised by Trump’s 
answers.

They might find that he doesn’t 
say the same thing to conservatives 
in private as he when he bloviates in 
front of crowds and cameras.

What, for instance, did Candi-
date Trump say in private when he 
talked to the Friends of Abe, the 
support and networking group actor 
Gary Sinise started for about 2,000 
political conservatives working in 
Hollywood?

Were the FOA’s elite members 
put off by him? Did they embrace 
him? Who knows? 

No one in the mainstream news 
media seems too eager to expose 
Trump for the conservative fake he 
really is. 

They treasure him for his celebrity 
and his entertainment value and 
don’t want to spoil the show.

But the liberal media treasure 
Trump even more because he 
spends so much time helping them 
discredit the Republican Party and 
conservatism.
Copyright ©2015 Michael Reagan. 
Michael Reagan is the son of President 
Ronald Reagan, a political consultant, 
and the author of “The New Reagan 
Revolution” (St. Martin’s Press).

Michael Reagan: Trump not going to win, but hurting Republicans
(Continued from Page 1)

Our one big mistake about going 
paperless is that we forgot  that 
we are a paper company.
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sNine County Parks.
sA group campground with air-

conditioned dormitories, cabins, lake 
& bayou fishing, swimming pool & 
wooded trails.

sTwo full-service RV campgrounds 
with air-conditioned cabins, lighted 
fishing areas, covered pavilions, 
playground on the coast.

s23 miles of sandy beaches.
s20 public boat ramps.
sHistorical homes.
sCoastal ecology center.
sBird watching.
sShelling (peak season Dec.-Feb.)
sYear-round Adventure Programs.
sYear-round special events.
Administrative offices
313 W. Mulberry
Angleton, TX. 77515
(979) 864-1541
Brazoria County Parks Director 
Bryan Frazier
Board of Park Commissioners
Chairman: Meta Kirby 
Vice ChairmanL Paul Wofford, Jr.
Secretary: Joyce Peltier
Commissioners: Dorman David-

son, Rex Lloyd, Rebecca Golden, 
Alvie Merrill

SPONSORS
Platinum ($2,000)
BASF Corporation 

Dow Chemical Company
Freeport LNG
Gold ($1,500)

Warehouse Associates (Pirates Alley 
Café, Ocean Village Hotel, Beach 

House Associates)
Silver ($1,000)

Meyerland Custom Home Renovation LLC
Bronze ($500)

DM Petroleum Operations
DSM Nutritional Products Inc.
Kids Way Clinic, Lake Jackson

Town of Quintana
We also thank the many volunteers who help 

clean the beaches, stake out trees and sand 
fencing, lend a hand with programs, and add so 
much to the county’s parks and to our communi-
ties. To become a sponsor, or to volunteer in our 
programs, call (979) 864-1541, or email jamesg 
@brazoria-county.com.

Nineteen high school students with Alvin’s Upward Bound visited Resoft 
County Park for a kayak outing. Most of the students had no experience 
with small watercraft, but caught on quickly and had an enjoyable time 
at the park. Upward Bound is a program of Alvin Community College, 
designed to assist motivated Alvin High School students with academic 
potential who want to go to college. 

Alvin HS students go kayaking

Area residents will be thrilled to know that Brazos River County Park 
has been reopened since the Brazos River returned to its banks and 
gave our park back.  Floodwaters lifted areas of the raised boardwalk 
from its foundations and washed out other areas of the riverside trail.  
This portion of the park will remain closed until repairs can be made.  
Safety is our priority. The playground and pavilion are open.

Brazos River Park reopened, but...

Sonny Travis Boat Ramp, at Hwy. 
36 and the Brazos River, is closed 
for repairs due to a severe public 
safety hazard.  

Recent floodwaters washed out 
a section of bulkhead fronting the 
river, undermining the concrete bulk-
head alongside the boat ramp and 
causing it to lean toward the ramp. 
Until repairs can be made, boaters 
are encouraged to use the public 
ramp downstream on County Road 
242, just above the flood gates.

Sonny Travis Boat Ramp still closed

Thanks to the crew at Pct. 1, 
the boat ramp at FM 2004 and the 
Brazos River no longer looks like 
this. The ramp had been unus-
able due to silting associated with 
recent river flooding.  After taking 
care of the roads and drainage 
issues after the storms, Pct. 1  
took the time necessary to re-open 
this public boat ramp. 

Pct. 1 crews reopen FM 2004 boat ramp
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Schedule of events
Saturday, Aug. 1: KidsFest at Bates Park, Angleton. Rack up school 

supplies and fun at this FREE back-to-school program for children ages 
3-11.  Hours are 9 a.m. - noon.  For more information, call the Brazoria 
County Parks Dept. at (979) 864-1541.

Sunday, Sept. 6 - Happy Labor Day!  Enjoy free chili cheese dogs, 
washer tournament, limbo, and more fun at San Luis Pass County Park.  
Registered campers only; for information or reservations, call (979) 233-
6026.

Saturday, Sept. 12, 1-3 p.m.: Basic Field Archery at Resoft County 
Park.  Learn the basics of field archery with instructor Olan Steve.  Equip-
ment provided. To pre-register, call  (281) 581-2319.

Saturday, Sept. 19: Texas Navy Day Celebration.  Celebrate the 
Republic of Texas Navy at Surfside.  Interact with costumed interpreters 
and watch period artillery at work.  Flag-raising at 8 a.m.; infantry drill at 
various times; 10 a.m. cannon school; ceremony at 4 p.m.  For informa-
tion, call (979) 864-1541.

Saturday, Sept. 26: Texas Adopt-A-Beach Fall Clean-Up.  Volunteers 
gather at 9 a.m. in Surfside and Quintana for a general beach clean-up.  
Dress for the weather and bring along some water.  Supplies provided; 
lunch afterward.  For more information, contact James at (979) 864-1541 
(Surfside) or Patty at (979) 233-1461 (Quintana).

Saturday, Oct. 17, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.: Basic Field Archery at Camp Mohawk 
County Park.  Learn the basics of field archery with instructor Marvin Hall.  
All equipment provided. Space is limited. To pre-register, contact Camp 
Mohawk County Park at (281) 581-2319.

Tuesday, Nov. 3: Stephen F. Austin Birthday Celebration.  Join volun-
teers and students at the Austin Statue at Hwy. 288 and Hwy. 35 for a cel-
ebration with a guest speaker, historical characters, musket volleys, music, 
and refreshments. Free event sponsored by local groups.  For information, 
call the Department Office at (979) 864-1541.

Thursday, Dec. 31: New Year’s Eve Party at Quintana Beach County 
Park.  A safe New Year’s Eve Party the whole family can attend.  Potluck 
dinner, bingo, and board games begin at 6 p.m.  Registered campers only.  
Contact Quintana Beach County Park at (979) 233-1461. 

Win school supplies, have lots of fun at KidsFest on Aug. 1
Bring out the kids for free school 

supplies and games at KidsFest.  
The 27th annual KidsFest will be 
from 9 a.m. until noon on Saturday, 
Aug. 1, at Bates Park in Angleton.  
The event is geared for ages three 
through 11.

KidsFest is a program designed 
to help families gather some of the 
supplies needed for the rapidly 
approaching school year. While we 
won’t have everything every child 
will need to start the school year, 
we do try to help ease the financial 
burden of sending them back to 
school.  

While parents are drawn to 
KidsFest by the prospect of free 
school supplies, local school-age 
children flock to the event for the 
free games.  They see it as an end-
of-summer play day.  

Here’s the way it works: The kids 
play games.  For games requiring 
effort, the kids receive park bucks - 
money which is only redeemable at 
KidsFest. Children and their parents 
also receive park bucks for visiting 
the information booths.  For games 
that are purely for entertainment, 
the kids have to pay in park bucks.  
No actual money changes hands, 
and there is nothing on site to buy.

Because we have set quantities 
of supplies on hand, there will be 
a per-trip limit on each item.  This 

means that only a specified number 
of each item may be requested on 
each trip through the line at the 
school supply store.  

We do not limit the number of 
times anyone goes through the line.  

Preparing for school involves 
more than just pens and pencils.  
Several organizations will be on 
hand to present useful information 
for the transition from summer to 
school.  

The county library system, a 
KidsFest mainstay, will return this 
year with a hands-on project for 
the kids. They also will be signing 
families up for library cards to make 
use of one of Brazoria County’s 
finest free resources.  The Brazoria 
County Health Department brings 
out specific information on the 
county’s clinic and their immuniza-
tion program.  The Texas Historical 
Commission will be there to offer  
information on their local sites, 
Varner-Hogg and the Jordan Planta-
tion; while the Angleton Recreation 
Center will have information on 
upcoming programs at their facility.  
The fine folks at Lake Jackson’s 
Historical Museum also will be 
on hand with information on their 
programs – they’re also bringing 
some really cool games that all the 
kids enjoy.  

KidsFest is scheduled early in the 

day to help with the August heat.  
Bates Park has a fine amount of 
shade, which also helps. But what 
really beats the heat and what the 
children all line up for are the snow 
cones. 

 As with everything else at 
KidsFest, no real money is needed 
for snow cones - but the children 
will have to earn park bucks to buy 
them.  

KidsFest has been a standard 
event for the county parks depart-
ment for a quarter of a century.  The 
event has always been held near 
the county’s geographic center 
close to Angleton, in hopes of pro-
viding convenient access to more 
county residents. The constants of 
KidsFest are free games and free 
school supplies - all funded by our 
sponsors.  

Sponsors include: Freeport LNG; 
Town of Quintana; Dow Chemi-
cal Company; BASF Corporation; 
Warehouse Associates (Pirates 
Alley Café, Ocean Village Hotel, and 
Beach House Associates); and Mey-
erland Custom Home Renovation 
LLC.  Special thanks to Angleton 
Parks and Recreation for allowing 
use of Bates Park for this program.  

For more information, or to lend 
a hand, please contact the Brazoria 
County Parks Department at (979) 
864-1541.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 Plenty
6 Cologne scent
10 “Now it makes sense!”
14 2011 Cricket World Cup winner
15 Actress Gray of “Buck Rogers in 
the 25th Century”
16 Stores in rows
17 Film with the song “Maniac”
19 Formally proper
20 Philippine tongue

21 Gillette Mach3 predecessor
23 Uintah and Ouray Reservation 
residents
24 Film in which Garbo said, “I want 
to be alone”
29 Annoyances
31 Spanish demonstrative
32 __ Coast
33 Golfer nicknamed “The Big 
Easy”
35 Winter coat

37 Buck Rogers portrayer __ 
Gerard
38 Private club ritual, and a hint to 
this puzzle’s circles
43 Lines of praise
44 One on a penny
45 Scarfed down
46 Like a new candle
48 Showed the way
50 Treats, as an icy road
54 “Unsafe at Any Speed” author
57 Real card
58 Desert formation
59 Like monastic life
61 Non-PC purchase
63 “That’s news to me!”
66 Actress Tushingham
67 Slimming option, for short
68 __ position
69 Biz bigwig
70 Twirled
71 Easy paces

Down
1 Elate
2 Airing in the wee hours
3 Words of wisdom
4 Earthquake, perhaps
5 Satirist Mort
6 Thin, on the Thames
7 Coffee holder
8 [that’s what it said]
9 Massage
10 “Whose Line Is It Anyway” 
technique
11 1777 battle site
12 Yalie
13 Street of nightmares
18 Husky, for one
22 Yearns
25 Embarrassed
26 It may follow eleven
27 Actor Estrada
28 Lovett of country
30 Spade and Hammer
34 Subway map dot: Abbr.
36 Cavity filler’s org.
38 Fermented, as milk
39 Novelist Ferber
40 Pen pal?
41 Island dance
42 More nourishing
47 Medicinal syrup
49 Precise
51 Didn’t come clean with
52 Clawed
53 Advances a base, in a way
55 Gets precisely
56 Appear in print
60 Piano on a piano?
61 Sore feeling
62 Socialize
64 With it
65 “The Simpsons” shopkeeper
(c)2015 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
PASTA  BREAD  PIZZA  SUSHI  STEAK  SALAD  HONEY
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: PIKER  SNARL  POSTAL  VERMIN
Answer: What recruits do when they line up for shots -- PRESENT ARMS

Tribune Content Agency
ARIES (March 21-April 19): Pow-

erful peers may push your pedals. 
As this week unfolds, you may need 
logical thinking when faced by social 
pressures. Due to your gregarious 
nature, you may spend too much 
time seeking approval from others.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): You 
can’t flirt your way to the top. You 
may best achieve your goals and 
make your mark by working on your 
own. However, in the week to come, 
there may be instances when you 
must work closely with others.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 

Money isn’t everything. In the 
upcoming week, you may be 
tempted to fritter your pennies away 
when you should be saving them. 
Don’t be too hard on yourself if your 
desire to be thrifty is sometimes 
thwarted.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Your 

ambitions rule the roost. You can be 
powerfully organized and efficient 
in order to achieve your desires. 
However, you may be distracted 
by casual flirtations within working 
relationships in the week ahead.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Stand tall 
and keep your backbone straight. 
There may be a powerful incentive 
to follow the rules and remain ethi-
cal. Maintain high standards in the 
week ahead and you’ll be able to 
achieve your ambitions.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Logic 
can be your lifeline. In the week 
ahead, you may occasionally be 
confused or simply bemused. Your 
ability to use common sense and 
think things through will prevent you 
from losing your sense of purpose.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Your 
sociable and flirtatious nature can 
get the best of you. As this week 
unfolds, you may find it difficult 
to focus on work due to family 
social events. Be sure to balance 
the checkbook and meet project 
deadlines.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Working with others can be both 
a blessing and a challenge. In 
the week ahead, you can be very 
organized and achieve success 

by applying structure, but may be 
distracted by those who want to play 
rather than work.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 
Win with your wallet. Some careful 
financial strategies can pay off in 
the future if you focus on economy. 
There may be demands on your 
funds in the week ahead, but the 
long-term picture is good.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
You can reach the top of the class 
through hard work and determina-
tion in the week to come. Your most 
challenging problem may be work-
ing with other people who prefer to 
socialize or cannot work on their 
own.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Mental efforts mean a lot. In the 
week ahead, you may make some 
interesting discoveries. Something 
that initially confuses you or a mis-
understanding may require some 
extra self-discipline on your part.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Take responsibilities to heart. Some 
older people or relatives may look 
down their noses at efforts that your 
coworkers and loved ones applaud. 
Remain undaunted in the week 
ahead and honor your obligations 
and commitments.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

Bulletin  Horoscope
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