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Time

See special pages 
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complete schedule 
of the Great Texas 
Mosquito Festival 

2014

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

If you think the Great Texas 
Mosquito Festival is a crazy con-
cept with a unique name, you are 
right. Celebrating the mosquito 
is a bit unusual in a place where 

we get a lot of 
mosquitoes.

But there 
are crazier 
festival con-
cepts around 
the world, 
and through 
the magic of 
the Internet 

machine, I found some.
El Colacho in Spain: This 

is also called the Baby-Jump-
ing Festival. Grown men jump 
over newborns while the babies’ 
parents watch. They have actu-
ally given their consent. The men  
dress in various costumes, like 
Elvis, and wield whips to cleanse 
the babies from evil. The festival 
has been held since 1620.

At the Mosquito Festival, no 
one jumps over babies, but there 
is a baby crawling contest.

Hadakamatsuri in Japan: This 
is the Naked Festival. Participants 
(all men) wear almost nothing and 
gather around in a group. In the 
middle of the group somewhere is 
a fully naked man. Touching him 
is believed to bring good luck and 
happiness.

Naked festivals are held in 
dozens of places throughout 
Japan every year, usually in the 
summer or winter. Wonder what 
kind of concessions they have?

O.K., that’s enough. No more 
puns.

RAMBLINGS

Kudos to the nation’s news-
paper editors for making a 
valiant effort to prepare us for the 
upcoming (July 28) 100th anniver-
sary of the beginning of the First 
World War.

Fred Mertz got his “dough-
boy” uniform out of mothballs 

on “I Love 
Lucy.” You 
may have 
caught Gary 

Cooper as Sgt. Alvin C. York on 
the late show, and Snoopy is for-
ever muttering, “Curse you, Red 
Baron!,” but except for encroach-
ing on the second season of 
“Downton Abbey,” World War I 
has been mostly out of sight, out 
of mind.

I’m afraid it’s an uphill battle to 
get proper respect for the conflict. 
Journalists can examine the 
causes of the war, print a timeline 
of major events, vividly describe 
mustard gas and trench warfare 
and examine the aftermath, but 
since the last known World War 
I veteran passed away in 2012, 

The ‘war to end all 
wars’ actually set 
the stage for WWII

TYRADES!
By Danny Tyree
Special to The Bulletin

It’s time for the Great Texas Mosquito 
Festival, and The Bulletin has all the 

information you need inside this issue.
This Clute invention has attracted 

national and international attention,  
drawing publicity from around the world, 

while sticking to a formula that has 
worked all these years.

What is that? Local events, good 
entertainment and plenty of things to do 
and see in an atmosphere suited for a 

small-town setting.
There are crazier festivals with crazier 

names, but who would ever think about 
celebrating the mosquito on the Texas 

Gulf Coast?
By scheduling the event in the part 

of the summer when not much else is 
going on – maybe a hurricane or two, 
but that’s about it – Clute has assured 

itself some well-deserved publicity.
Then, promoters capitalizing on that 

publicity brought even more publicity, 
which is why the celebration of the mos-

quito is now a pretty big deal.
Have a great time at the festival.
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SO, WHO’S WINNING … OR DOES IT MATTER: Police in Fort Col-
lins, Colo., spotted four people playing “strip groundies” at a playground 
at three o’clock in the morning, a game which requires participants to get 
drunk, stand in a circle, and take off an article of clothing every time they 
fall down. They had apparently been playing for a while, because the four 
– a man and three women – didn’t have anything left to remove.

MY, WHAT A HANDSOME GROOM … HEY, YOU LOOK FAMILIAR: 
Salt Lake City County’s Public Enemy Number One was caught because 
he took his girlfriend to get married in the courthouse in Fort Duchesne, 
Utah. Police recognized him immediately because he has many tattoos on 
his face, including a spider web on his forehead.

OH, THANKS, OFFICER, I WAS WONDERING WHERE THAT WAS: 
A man was arrested for drunk driving in Bennington, Vt., when he pulled 
up next to a State Police cruiser, and the trooper noticed a three-quarters-
full glass of beer sitting on the guy’s trunk.

SO SHE STABBED ME, SO WHAT? When a woman saw her lover 
with his pants down in front of her best friend in their back yard, the British 
woman came up behind him and stabbed him. He claimed that he had 
been showing the friend a scar from an old gardening injury. Then, after 
the “misunderstanding” was cleared up, he married the girlfriend. A family 
friend, astounded at this turn of events, said, “A lot of blokes would have 
run a mile after their girl knifed them in the back.”

SO, THANKS FOR COMING IN, WE’LL CALL YOU: 
Careerbuilder.com polled personnel directors to find out the most bizarre 
things applicants said during job interviews, and compiled a list of things 
you shouldn’t say. A selection:

• “If I get an offer, how long before I have to take the drug test?”
• “I was fired from my last job because they were forcing me to attend 

anger management classes.”
• “When you do background checks on candidates, do things like public 

drunkenness arrests come up?”
I’LL BE RIGHT WITH YOU, OFFICER, AS SOON AS THIS IS OVER: 

A man was pulled over by police in Port Hope, Ontario, for watching a 
pornographic movie while driving.

PLUS, I OWE MY TEACHER AN EXPLANATION: Two teenagers 
broke into a home in Sacramento, but were arrested later because one of 
them left behind his homework assignment when they fled.

Los Angeles Times (MCT)
LOS ANGELES—Rainy seasons 

over the last two years were the 
driest in downtown Los Angeles 
since record-keeping began in 1877, 
and forecasters now say the El Nino 
that had been predicted to bring 
some relief may not materialize.

According to the National Weather 
Service, the 2012 to 2014 rainy 
seasons—which are measured every 
July 1 to June 30 — only brought 
11.93 inches of rainfall, which is 
17.93 inches below normal.

By comparison, the 1897 to 1899 
seasons saw 12.65 inches of rain, or 
about 17.21 inches below normal for 
the period, according to the National 
Weather Service.

The drought started in 1999 and 
worsened over time. The last three 
years, however, have been the worst.

LA drying up
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Deal of the week: Inexpensive advertising that works is our specialty. 
Call (979) 849-5407 and see for yourself.

Translating English to 
English

Q.  This year marks the 450th 
anniversary of William Shake-
speare’s birth in 1564.  His plays 
and poetry have enriched the 
English language, with some of 
his characters even lending their 
names to singular descriptive 
words. There are of course those 
Romeos in our midst (after the 
passionate lover in “Romeo and 
Juliet”), but who are the Portias, 
the Prosperos, Timons and Dog-
berrys?  

A.  Portia, the heroine of “The 
Merchant of Venice,” is a rich 
heiress who disguises herself as a 
lawyer to save another’s life, says 
Anu Garg in his A.Word.A.Day 
website.  Hence “Portia” repre-
sents a female lawyer, as in Mike 
Madrid’s 2013 “Divas, Dames & 
Daredevils”:  “’Listen sister... law 
isn’t the only subject I’ve mas-
tered... I may be a Portia, but my 
middle name’s Dempsey!’”  And if 
you’re familiar with “The Tempest,” 
Prospero is the deposed Duke of 
Milan and a magician, so his name 
suggests someone who can influ-
ence others’ behavior or percep-
tion without their being aware of it.  

Timon, the misanthropic hero 

of “Timon of Athens,” gives his 
name to one who hates mankind.  
Finally, calling someone “Dog-
berry,” the blundering constable in 
“Much Ado About Nothing,” means 
you consider him an incompetent, 
pompous official, as in Jack Beat-
ty’s “Age of Betrayal” (2007):  “The 
mayor of Bangor, Maine vetoed a 
time-altering resolution passed by 
its city council... for which Railway 
Age lampooned him in an editorial 
that began ‘A Dogberry who holds 
the office of mayor.’”

Banana beer
Q.  How many bananas does it 

take to get you drunk?
A.  Depends on who grows 

them and how they’re processed, 
says Amy Stewart in “The Drunken 
Botanist.”  

Most of us have only eaten 
the one kind of banana carried 
by supermarkets, but actually 
hundreds of cultivars exist, includ-
ing the so-called beer bananas of 
Uganda and Rwanda.  “Farmers 
prefer to grow beer bananas... 
because they can process the 
fruit into a highly profitable beer 
that, while short-lived, does not 
perish as quickly as the bananas 
themselves do.  Transformed into 

beer, the bananas are easier to 
get to market.”

Processing involves piling ripe, 
unpeeled bananas into a pit or 
basket and having people tread 
on them to extract the juice.  Then 
the juice is left to ferment for a few 
days until “the cloudy, sweet and 
sour beer is ready to drink.  It can 
be bottled and stored for two or 
three days at most.”

Medicine’s side-effects
Q.  Leading causes of death 

in the developed world are heart 
disease (#1) and cancer (#2).  
What’s #3?

A.  It’s not diabetes, strokes or 
car accidents but rather “iatro-
genic deaths caused by medical 
bungling, adverse drug reactions 
or hospital-acquired infections,” 
says “New Scientist” magazine.  
For all modern medicine’s suc-
cess at alleviating suffering and 
death, it actually causes plenty 
of both.  Many medical interven-
tions turn out to have unintended 
negative consequences, such as 
cancer-treating chemotherapy 
weakening the patient’s immune 
system and bringing on a deadly 
infection.Chemotherapy at times 
can also render a cancer simply 
more aggressive. Or consider 
the humble pain killer taken to 
make bouts of the flu more bear-
able, which may actually be turn-
ing the infected people into more 
efficient virus spreaders, bringing 
on “up to 2,000 extra flu deaths 
in the U.S. alone each year.”

None of this suggests that 
chemotherapy or pain killers do 
more harm than good overall.  
And their effects might even 
help lead to better and better 
medicines.  “Yet it does highlight 
the need to think broadly about 
iatrogenic deaths.”  According 
to the most widely cited figure 
(dating back to 2000), 225,000 
people die this way in the U.S. 
each year.  Still, “we won’t know 
if we’re fulfilling the most basic 
tenet of medicine – to do no 
harm – until we start counting 
more carefully.”

(Send STRANGE ques-
tions to brothers Bill and Rich at 
strangetrue@cs.com)
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Seek Christ’s forgiveness for your 
sins and find a new way of living

My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Q: I’ve really messed up my life. The doctor says I’ve caught a 
sexually-transmitted disease that probably can’t be cured. No one 
will ever want to marry me now. Why didn’t someone warn me about 
this? Or maybe they did, and I just didn’t listen. -- R.M.

  A: One of life’s hardest lessons is that the decisions we make always 
have consequences, and when those decisions are bad, the conse-
quences will also be bad. I often quote the Bible’s warning: “Do not be 
deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows” (Galatians 
6:7).

  Do I sound harsh or insensitive to you and your problem? I hope not, 
because that’s not my intention at all. Yes, you are paying the conse-
quences for what you’ve done (as I’m afraid countless others are doing, 
in spite of constant warnings about the dangers of sexually-transmitted 
diseases). But God has not changed in His love for you, and the most 
important advice I can give you is to turn to Christ and make Him the 
center of your life. You are valuable to Him, so valuable that He gave His 
life for you.

  What difference will Christ make? First, He offers you forgiveness and 
cleansing for all your sins. You are guilty before Him, not just for breaking 
His laws concerning sexual relations, but for leaving Him out of your life. 
But on the cross all your sins were placed on Jesus, and He paid the price 
for your salvation.

  In addition, Christ will give you a new reason for living. It may take you 
in unexpected directions, but when we are in God’s hands, we know His 
way will be perfect. Don’t be bound by the past, but turn your life over to 
Christ and then seek His will for your future.

Brazosport Regional Medical Center launches Cancer Support Group, offering platform, information
Brazosport Regional is 

launching a Cancer Support 
Group that will meet once 
quarterly on the third Thursday 
of the month 5:30 to  6:30 p.m. 

The goal of the support group is 
to provide information and edu-
cation about different resources 
available in the community as 
well as give attendees a plat-

form to ask questions and talk 
freely with other people who 
are touched by cancer.

The Cancer Support Group 
is celebrating its launch on 
Thursday, July 17, with speak-
ers Candice Saxton and Linda 
Frost from Help, Inc. The duo 
will speak about Comfort Care 
During Treatment. Help, Inc. is 
a personal assistance service 
licensed by the Texas Depart-
ment of Aging and Disability 
Services that is dedicated to 
providing affordable companion 
care to customers of all ages. 
The presentation, Comfort Care 
During Treatment, will discuss 
available items and services 
available locally, including 
transportation, cleaning and 
cooking services, and products 
that are specifically designed 
for people going through treat-
ment.

Held in the classrooms at 
Brazosport Regional, the sup-
port group will foster a safe, 
comfortable, and encourag-
ing environment for cancer 

survivors and those newly 
diagnosed cancer patients and 
their families and caregivers, so 
they feel supported as well as 
receive valuable information, 
share dialogue, and continue 
on their journey toward opti-
mum wellness.

The group will be led by 
Cancer Center Director, 

Stefanie Edwards and Radia-
tion Oncology Nurse, d’Arcey 
Scott. The meeting date is on 
Thursday, Oct. 16. The group 
will meet in the classrooms at 
Brazosport Regional from 5:30  
to 6:30 p.m. For more informa-
tion about the Cancer Support 
Group, please call d’Arcey 
Scott, RN, at (979) 415-2307.



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   July 22, 2014    THE BULLETIN  Page 5



Page 6  THE BULLETIN   July 22, 2014     (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

July 21: ON THIS DATE in 1861, the first major battle of the Civil War - at 
Manassas, Va. - ended with a Confederate victory. In 1954, France surren-
dered North Vietnam to the Communists.

July 22: ON THIS DATE in 1942, gasoline rationing began in the United 
States during World War II. In 1967, Jimi Hendrix quit as the opening act on 
the Monkees’ tour.

July 23: ON THIS DATE in 1914, Austria-Hungary issued an ultimatum 
to Serbia following the killing of Archduke Franz Ferdinand by a Serb; the 
dispute contributed to the start of World War I. In 1967, rioting that claimed 
43 lives erupted in Detroit.

July 24: ON THIS DATE in 1969, the Apollo 11 astronauts - two of whom 
had been the first men to set foot on the moon - splashed down safely in 
the Pacific. In 1974, the Supreme Court ruled, by an 8-0 vote, that Presi-
dent Nixon must turn over subpoenaed White House tape recordings to the 
Watergate special prosecutor.

July 25: ON THIS DATE in 1946, the United States detonated an atomic 
bomb at Bikini Atoll in the Pacific in the device’s first underwater test. In 
1956, 51 people died when the Italian ocean liner Andrea Doria sank after 
colliding with the Swedish ship Stockholm off the New England coast.

July 26: ON THIS DATE in 1945, Winston Churchill resigned as Brit-
ish prime minister after his Conservative Party lost control of Parliament in 
popular elections. In 1953, Fidel Castro led an attack on Moncada Barracks, 
beginning the Cuban revolution.

July 27: ON THIS DATE in 1909, Orville Wright tested the U.S. Army’s 
first airplane, flying for more than an hour. In 1953, the Korean War armistice 
was signed at Panmunjom, ending 37 months of fighting.

Answer to last week’s question: This week in 1933, Wiley Post com-
pleted the first solo airplane flight around the world.

This week’s question: In 1972, who withdrew his nomination as the 
Democratic candidate for vice president after revelations of past psychiatric 
treatment?

The Monkey Buffet Festival in 
Thailand: Monkeys love this one. 
Every year, 600,monkeys are invited 
to eat fruits and vegetables during 
an annual feast held in honor of 
someone who is said to have lived 
a long time ago and liked monkeys 
so much that he rewarded them with 
a fiefdom.

Since monkeys don’t know what 
to do with a fiefdom, the locals hold 
this festival instead, serving up a 
buffet of more than 6,000 pounds of 
fruit and vegetables for the monkeys 
to consume.

I may be losing the importance 
of this festival in the translation. 
But does it really matter what 
monkeys think? They’ll never know 
that they’ve been cheated out of a 
fiefdom.

I better move on, before starting 
a “Planet of the Apes” sort of revolt, 
and then all humanity is doomed. 
Keep feeding those monkeys.

Cheese Rolling Festival in Eng-
land: Finally, something closer to 
our customs. But wait, this is almost 
as crazy as the monkey buffet.

Participants roll 7-pound cheese 
wheels down a hill and run after 
them. However, as the cheese can 
reach speeds of up to 70 mph, 
it rarely happens that someone 
catches it. First to the bottom wins 
the cheese.

Authorities have tried to stop this 
festival because people could get 
hurt or even killed by the cheese, 
but to no avail. It’s hard to separate 
a man from his cheese.

Maslenitsa in Russia: This is the 
Free-for-all Boxing Festival. 

It takes place a week before Lent. 
There are no rules. In centuries 
past, the fight ended when partici-
pants were covered with blood, the 
concessions ran out of corn dogs, 
or they all had to go invade Ukraine, 
whichever came first.

Tunarama in Australia: This 
is the Tuna Tossing Festival. This 
is actually a festival where people 
wear clothes and don’t beat the 
living daylights out of each other. 
It started in 1962 to promote the 
emerging tuna fishing industry in 
Port Lincoln.

The highlight of the festival is the 

tuna tossing competition. Ex-Olym-
pic hammer thrower, Sean Carlin, 
holds the record for the longest toss 
at 122.25-ft., set in 1998.

La Tomatina in Spain: Back to 
fighting. In late August, thousands 
of people pelt each other with over 
250 pounds of tomatoes in a span 
of 60 minutes in an event described 
as the world’s largest tomato fight. 
More than 30,000 tourists go to 
Bunyol for this festival. Rules of 
conduct keep the festivities from 
becoming a more dangerous brawl.

Up Helly-Aa at Sheetland 
Islands: If nudity, fist fights and 
monkeys gorging on fruits is not 
enough for you, here is one festival 
that includes a lot of fire. This is the 
Fire Festival, where the main event 
is the burning of a  32-foot replica of 
a Viking longship. Due to the often-
flamboyant costumes and the large 
quantity of males dressing up as 
females, it has earned the nickname 
‘Transvestite Tuesday.’ 

So, dear reader, enjoy this pretty 
normal festival celebrating the 
mosquito. It’s not all that strange, 
after all.

Celebrating the mosquito may not be all that strange...
(Continued from Page 1)
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Got those good looking Mosquito legs? . . . Then put on your shorts and 
come on out for the funniest event ever, as the contestants strut their legs 
for the crowds and judges. You could be the center of attention, as you buzz 
away, the winner of the best-looking mosquito legs title, “2014 Mosquito 
Legs.” There is no entry fee for the contest once on the festival grounds. So 
bring your friends, family, and yourself to sign up for this event, right before it 
begins on Saturday under the large pavilion.  

Mosquito Legs Contest

This event is scheduled for Satur-
day, June 26.

  The annual tournament registra-
tion fee is $35 and includes (2) 
1-day armbands for Saturday.

Registration deadline is Friday, 
July 25 by 9 a.m. or when the maxi-
mum of 60 paid teams has been 
reached.

 First 20 paid teams receive free 
event T-shirts. Teams must  bring 
their own horseshoes. Register 
online by clicking at Register Online 
at http://www.mosquitofestival.com/
eventforms.html 

Doubles Horseshoe 
Pitching

Welcome Mosquito Celebrants
Your 2014 Bulletin guide to the Great Texas Mosquito Festival

GREAT TEXAS MOSQUITO FESTIVAL 2014
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On your mark, get 
set, and it’s crawl-
ing time again...so 
parents get those 
babies crawling at 
our return event 
- the Skeeter Beat-
ers Baby Crawling 
Contest. Your child 
could become our 
new fastest crawler.  
$15 per child entry 
fee.  Pre-registration 
is required. Race is 
on Saturday, July 26, 
at 9:30 a.m.

Skeeter 
Beaters Baby 
Crawling 
Contest

Buy an adult ticket to our festival and have a chance to open Willie 
Man-Chew’s Treasure Chest. It is filled with prizes waiting for 25 lucky 
festival patrons to unlock the chest each evening to see what they 
have won. The Brazoswood Gate will be issuing keys each evening, 
between the hours of 6:01 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. each evening, to the first 
100 paid adult tickets sold on Thursday, July 24, the first 150 paid adult 
tickets sold on Friday, July 25, and the first 200 paid adult tickets sold on 
Saturday, July 26. Willie Man-Chew’s Treasure Chest will be waiting, at 
the Great Texas Mosquito Festival’s souvenir booth for those lucky key 
holders to unlock his chest and reveal his or her prizes.

Willie Man-Chew’s Treasure Chest
Come on out and watch elected 

city officials from surrounding cities 
pit their skills against each other, as 
they compete in a variety of amus-
ing contests. 

Each city hopes to win the honor 
of taking back to their city the Coun-
cil Challenge plaque. 

This event is guaranteed to 
change the way you see your city 
officials.

Area Council Challenge
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THURSDAY, JULY 24

5:00 pm
Gates Open
Carnival Armband Night ($15.00 
ride 5:00p.m.-12:00p.m.)

5:00 pm - Closing
Roaming Festival Grounds
Rockin’ Rick’s Strolling Guitar Cart
 
5:30 pm
Large Pavilion
All American Gymnastics- Mighty 
Might
 
6:30 pm
Small Pavilion next to Large Pavilion
Area Council Challenge

6:30 pm
Main Stage Across Life

7:30 pm
Main Stage
Opening Ceremonies - Introduc-

tion of City Council, SWAT Team, 
National Anthem by Across Life, 
Presentation of Colors by Boy Scout 
Troop 345
 
7:45 pm
Main Stage
Across Life performing “Mosquito 
Song”
       
8:00 pm
Main Stage
David Odom (Elvis Show)

10:00pm
Main Stage
MADHATTER

12:00 pm / Midnight
Gates Close

FRIDAY, JULY 25

9:00 am-6:00 pm
BBQ Cook-Off Area
BBQ & Fajita Cook-Off Team Check 

- In (more...)
 
5:00 pm
Gates Open
Carnival Armband Night ($20.00 
ride 5:00p.m.-12:00p.m.)

5:00 pm- Closing
Roaming Festival Grounds
Rockin’ Rick’s Strolling Guitar Cart

6:00 pm
Main Stage
Cole Degges
 
6:00 pm
BBQ Cook-Off Area
End of BBQ & Fajita Cook-Off 
Check In
 
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
BBQ Cook-Off Area
BBQ & Fajita Cook - Off Entrants 
Meat Inspection
 
6:30 pm
By Willie-Man-Chew
Haystack Dive  (see Saturday list-
ings too)
 
6:30 pm
BBQ Cook-Off Area

Mosquito Festival Grill Master  
Begins (BBQ & Fajita Cook-Off)
 
8:30 pm
Main Stage
Curtis Grimes

10:30 pm
Main Stage 
RECKLESS KELLY

12:00pm / Midnight
Gates Close

SATURDAY, JULY 26

9:00 am-6:00 pm
BBQ Cook-Off Area
BBQ & Fajita Cook-Off Team Check 
- In.
 
5:00 pm
Gates Open
Carnival Armband Night ($20.00 
ride 5:00p.m.-12:00p.m.) 

5:00 pm- Closing
Roaming Festival Grounds
Rockin’ Rick’s Strolling Guitar Cart

6:00 pm
Main Stage

Cole Degges
 
6:00 pm
BBQ Cook-Off Area
End of BBQ & Fajita Cook-Off 
Check In
 
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
BBQ Cook-Off Area
BBQ & Fajita Cook - Off Entrants 
Meat Inspection
 
6:30 pm
By Willie-Man-Chew
Haystack Dive  (see Saturday list-
ings too)
 
6:30 pm
BBQ Cook-Off Area
Mosquito Festival Grill Master  
Begins (BBQ & Fajita Cook-Off)
 
8:30 pm
Main Stage
Curtis Grimes

10:30 pm
Main Stage 
RECKLESS KELLY

12:00pm / Midnight
Gates Close

Great Texas Mosquito Festival complete schedule
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The Mosquito Festival’s early days
From his vantage point high atop 

a moss-hung oak, Willie Manchew 
rested from his long search for a per-
fect home and surveyed the scene 
below.

Here, in the early summer of 
1981, the sight and sounds that 
greeted him were a delight to his 
senses. There were healthy, tanned 
humans playing ball, swimming in 
an Olympic-sized swimming pool, 
enjoying state-of-the-art playground 
equipment, laughing and having fun.

Willie’s disconcerting eye noted 
the lush greenery surrounding the 
homes and schools in the neighbor-
hood. Springing, as he does from the 
finest bloodlines in southern Brazoria 
County, he realized that he had, at 
last, found the land of his dreams.

Willie quickly marshaled a group 
of humans as his official goodwill 
ambassadors and began prepara-
tions for the first of the annual 
festivals that honor him and his 
fellow mosquitoes the last Thursday, 
Friday, and Saturday of July each 
year. 

GREAT TEXAS MOSQUITO FESTIVAL 2014

Hey there kids, get ready to dive into a pile of hay to discover coins, prizes 
and the thrill of this fun-filled event. Everyone has fun, including spectators of 
all ages! So come on out and enjoy the experience this exciting event. There 
is no entry fee, once on the festival grounds. It is scheduled for Friday, July 
25, and Saturday, July 26.

Haystack Dive



Page 12  THE BULLETIN  July 22, 2014   (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

Los Angeles Times (MCT)
LOS ANGELES — Two picnic 

baskets packed with 67 live giant 
African snails were seized by 
federal authorities at Los Angeles 
International Airport.

The snails, which weighed a 
total of more than 35 pounds and 
reportedly were intended for human 
consumption, was apparently the 
largest seizure at LAX of the mol-
lusks, which are sometimes fried 
and served as a snack.

The snails were discovered 
July 1 in two picnic baskets, which 
weighed more than 35 pounds, said 
Lee Harty of U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection.

The snails arrived from Lagos, 
Nigeria, and were headed to San 
Dimas, Calif., she said.

In the past, federal inspectors 
have discovered one or two of the 
large snails hidden in luggage, but 
this marked “the first time this pest 
has been encountered in such large 
quantity and as a consumption 
entry” in Los Angeles, said Todd C. 
Owen, director of field operations for 
the customs agency.

Giant African snails can live as 
long as 10 years and grow up to 8 
inches long. 

Giant African snails 
seized at LAX
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Look for us on 
Facebook

See who is waiting for you at SPCA-BC

Come by the SPCA-BC Shelter at 141 Canna Ln., Lake Jackson, or we 
are at Brazos Mall, Petco and Petsmart every Saturday, to  visit with these 
pets and many of their friends. Kennel sponsorships are now available 
for large or small kennels. Why not have your company or family recog-
nized with a plaque to show you care? Call (979) 285-2340, ext. 100, or visit 
www.spcabc.org for details. Help control the pet population. Have your pet 
spayed or neutered. Come by the  SPCA-BC, and fill out an application today.

many citizens are seeking closure. 
(“It’s over. What practical purpose 
could be served by rehashing my 
great-grandfather’s war? Besides, 
it takes time away from my Fantasy 
Badminton League.”)

Of course, part of the problem is 
that the United States participated 
for only a relatively short time. We 

certainly did our part to turn the 
tide of battle, but we do have a 
habit of being late to the party. 

Perhaps our fascination with 
fictional worlds makes it hard to 
appreciate reality. Try to impress 
people with the fact that the war 
ended four empires, and they’ll 
probably tell you, “Don’t look 
so sad. I hear they’re doing a 

prequel.”
Talk of the mind-boggling 

number of casualties does little to 
impress people with the horror and 
magnitude of World War I. Today’s 
average citizen takes it for granted 
that Dr. Oz will pull off some 
miracle cure.

Some just don’t want to be both-
ered by the inevitable resurgence 
of revisionists and mythbusters. 
(“Franz Ferdinand was not really 
an archduke. He was in fact a 
dwarf planet.”)

Oh, there was patriotism aplenty 
during the war, but it just never had 
the same iconic villains and lasting 
resentments as other conflicts. I 
mean, we still eat Kaiser rolls. Who 
eats Hitler Hoagies or Khrushchev 
Crullers? And how many Dukes of 
Hazzard wannabes go around with 
a car horn blaring “Over There?”

Is it possible to get people 
stirred up over entangling alli-
ances, the redrawing of the world 
map, or how the war paved the 
way for the Third Reich? Surely 
we can get folks riled up over the 
sinking of the luxury liner RMS 
Lusitania? Nope. (“Any sinking that 
doesn’t inspire a &%$# song by 
Celine Dion is OK with me.”)

*Sigh* No one remains alive to 
blame for the war or thank for their 
service. But let us pause on July 
28 and ponder the lessons.
             ©2014 Danny Tyree.

(Continued from Page 1)

July 28 marks the 100th anniversary of the start of WWI

The Alvin Community College Summer Children’s Theatre will continue 
on July 28 with performance of Thumbelina.

Thumbelina is a play based on the classic Hans Christian Anderson 
story about a tiny girl and her various adventures as she works her way 
to the Land of the Little People.

The play will run July 28-31 at 10 a.m. A 7:30 p.m. performance will be 
on July 31.

Tickets are $3 if bought in advance and $4 on the day of the play. For 
more information about the Summer Children’s Theatre Festival, or to buy 
tickets, visit www.alvincollege.edu/Drama/TheatreSeason or call (281) 
756-3606.

ACC Summer Children’s Theatre 
Festival Presents ‘Thumbelina’

New TxDOT Web App helps drivers save money, reduce emissions
AUSTIN — Keeping vehicles 

road-ready and saving money at 
the pump is now easier than ever 
thanks to a new smartphone Web 
app from the Texas Department of 
Transportation.

Along with helpful hints for keep-
ing vehicles operating efficiently, 
the “Roadcents.org” app also 
offers tips for reducing tailpipe 
emissions that contribute to air 
pollution.

“A vehicle in peak condition 
will produce fewer emissions, 
reduce the chance of a roadside 
breakdown and improve gas 
mileage,” said Margo Richards, 
TxDOT travel information division 
director. “Saving money on gas 
this summer while also helping 

the environment is something all 
motorists can appreciate.”

“Roadcents” is a Web-based 
app for a mobile device or com-
puter that gives drivers the tools to 
track vehicle maintenance and cal-
culate how much they can save by 
changing their driving and vehicle 
maintenance habits.

 Drivers also can receive email 
alerts when their vehicles are 
scheduled for maintenance; find 
nearby auto repair facilities and 
gas stations; and get tips on what 
to do in case of a roadside break-
down or collision.

Driving a vehicle that needs 
maintenance can add more than 
$100 to annual gas spending. Like-
wise, underinflated tires increase 

vehicle emissions and can add an 
extra $90 a year to fuel costs. Poor 
driving habits such as speeding 
and rapid starts and stops also can 
cost a driver as much as $900 a 
year in gas.

Since 2002, TxDOT’s “Drive 
Clean Across Texas” campaign 
— now known as “Drive Clean 
Texas” — has urged drivers to take 
simple steps to keep their vehicle 
in shape and reduce emissions 
that affect our state’s air quality. 

To use “Roadcents,” visit 
DriveCleanTexas.org, create an 
account and enter vehicle infor-
mation. The website also offers 
additional ideas on reducing air 
pollution and saving money at the 
gas pump.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 Hardly hardy
6 Wind instrument
10 Minute Rice instruction
14 Caused
15 Title lover in a 1920s Broadway 
hit
16 Cartoonist Peter
17 Camp Granada chronicler Sher-
man
18 Hipsters who prefer old-school 
programming languages?

20 Minute Rice instruction
21 “Knots Landing” actress __ Park 
Lincoln
22 Mythical transport
23 Tiny Timex?
26 Challenger, for one
27 NFL gains
28 One was written to Billie Joe
29 Bolted, say
31 Not ‘neath
32 Shot
33 It’s inspired

34 British bombshell Diana
35 Golf club used as a dance pole?
38 Literary __
40 Hikes
41 Scam
42 Pack animal
43 Friday is one: Abbr.
44 Boxers’ org.?
45 Memphis-to-Mobile dir.
48 Register button
50 Furrier’s assessment?
53 Latin catchall
55 Garden tool
56 __ bene
57 R2D2’s bar order?
59 Kind of acid
60 Mime
61 Part of Q.E.D.
62 “A Horrible Experience of 
Unbearable Length” author
63 “We should!”
64 Mates
65 Two-part curves

Down
1 Carrying extra weight
2 Another round, perhaps
3 Goes off script
4 2006 World Cup champion
5 Colleague of Boris
6 Get out
7 Options above “none of the 
above”
8 Pointed end
9 Org. created by the 1964 Civil 
Rights Act
10 Iliac lead-in
11 Magician’s way out, maybe
12 Whole number
13 Team lists
19 Fill the hold
21 Aphid predator
24 Type of malware
25 Bristle
30 Slow flow
32 Western star makeup
33 Pop-ups, e.g.
34 Cozy retreat
35 Had to wear the winning team’s 
jersey, say
36 Decides
37 Viva __
38 Like some files
39 Carbon-14, e.g.
43 Narrow cut
44 Scrubs
45 Puts away
46 Ricky Gervais’ forte
47 Demands, as payment
49 “Zut __!”: French exclamation
51 In front
52 Hoity-toity types
54 “Great Expectations” convict 
Magwitch
58 Stat for Clayton Kershaw
59 Busy one that has made its mark 
in this puzzle’s five longest answers
(c)2014 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
PUG  BOXER  COLLIE  BEAGLE  POODLE  SPANIEL
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: CHASM  BANJO  POLLEN  BEAUTY
Answer: The zookeeper described cleaning the lion cage as -- A “BEASTLY” JOB

Bulletin  Horoscope
Tribune Content Agency

ARIES (March 21-April 19): You 
can’t recover the stone after it’s 
been thrown or the word after it’s 
been spoken. Keep your temper 
under control in the week ahead, 
even if it is tempting to let it loose. 
Don’t rush into a business transac-

tion without forethought.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 

Stand tall. Your own your stature is 
not diminished if you hold out your 
hand and help someone else. In the 
week ahead, focus on being a friend 
in deed whenever you see a worthy 
need.

  GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
Unite with others to promote a good 
cause in the upcoming week. You 
can meet someone who’ll help you 
reach your goals or who shares a 
similar vision of the future. Don’t mix 
business with pleasure.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 

Acting on your desires might put 
a dent in your wallet. Be sure you 
share similar values with peers 
before expressing unpopular 
opinions. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Gain 
more through cooperation than 
through competition. You might 
have the urge to push your way to 
the front of the line this week, or 
other people could push all your 
buttons. Don’t rush to judgment or 
start a battle.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): The 
seeds of a financial idea could be 
planted, but you can’t force the 
growth. In the week to come, you 
might be in too much of a hurry to 
see immediate results.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 
Concentrate on friendships instead 
of love this week. Those closest to 
you may seem to lack interest if you 
push the wrong buttons. Put your 
energy into getting more organized 
and focus on business needs.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Reveal rather than conceal. Open 
up and let others see your trust-
worthiness by being frank about 

confidential personal information 
this week. Strike an accord with an 
adversary or tighten the bonds of 
affection with a partner.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): The answer is there within your 
heart if you have the patience to 
wait until your head can hear it. Your 
opportunity to be wise, or to under-
stand what is best for everyone, 
might not arrive until the end of the 
week.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Teamwork is the key to success. 
Remain quick on your feet and 
poised to catch the ball if a partner 
needs your assistance. Remain sup-
portive and be sure to have a basic 
plan in place for the week ahead.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Look before you leap. A yellow light 
is blinking where business and 
career are concerned, so be cau-
tious and thorough this week. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Think about long-term solutions to 
nagging problems. The small aggra-
vations that pop during the week 
ahead may slow you down. Make 
permanent repairs this week.

(c) 2014 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

By Michelle Manchir
Chicago Tribune (MCT)

CHICAGO — The “Forever Mari-
lyn” statue that accented Chicago’s 
Magnificent Mile two years ago is 
living up to its name as it travels 
across the U.S.

Half the world away, a look-alike 
of the leggy structure reportedly 
found face-down in a Chinese junk-
yard appears to have less staying 
power.

A 26-foot likeness of Marilyn 
Monroe was photographed in June 
in the east-central Chinese city of 
Guigang, according to a story this 
week in the English-language China 
Daily newspaper.

According to the China Daily, the 
sculpture was removed in June from 
its base in a small Chinese city, 
where it had been erected in the 
hopes of luring renters and shop-
pers.

Local government agencies said 
necessary permits had not been 
obtained to erect it, thus it was an 
“illegal structure,” causing it to be 
sawed off at its base and taken 
away in the middle of the night, 
according to the China Daily.

It’s unclear what will happen to 
the sculpture in China.

Marilyn Monroe 
statue found in 

Chinese junkyard
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Why is defensive 
driving a good deal?

So, you got a ticket. Now what?
Should you pay it, or should you 

take a defensive driving course?
While you may not like the idea of 

sitting in a defensive driving class for 
six hours, the reality is that defensive 
driving is the cheapest way to get rid 
of a traffic violation ticket.

Plus, by taking defensive driving, 
you also will earn a certificate that 
will decrease the liability portion of 
your car insurance by 10 percent for 
the next three years. Plus, there will 
not be any points attached to your 
license.

A defensive driving class like 
Stand-Up Defensive Driving at 
Brazos Mall in Lake Jackson  
makes you a better, more careful 
and considerate driver. By keeping 
your attention through comedy and 
integrating entertainment into the 
curriculum, you are subjected to a 
continuing education driving course 
that refreshes the rules of the road.

You’ll even learn about how laws 
of physics control what happens to 
you in a car crash, and how you can 
use these laws to avoid the crash 
altogether.

If you become a safer driver, 
chances are that you will be able to 
steer around accidents or stop your 
car safely before crashing. If you can 
do that by following a few defensive 
driving pointers, you will not file an 
insurance claim because you will not 
crash your car.

Saving 10 percent on insurance for 
the next three years is your reward 
for choosing defensive driving rather 
than paying the ticket. Once you 
complete the course and receive 
your certificate, the ticket will not go 
on your record. You also will not be 
allotted 2 points on your license for 
a moving violation or 3 points for a 
crash.

By law, you can take defensive 
driving once every 12 months to 
dismiss a ticket. However, once you 
complete a Stand-Up Defensive 
driving course, we hope that we 
won’t see you for another three 
years, when renewing your insurance 
discount certificate.

Call (979) 299-1000 for the Lake 
Jackson school inside Brazos Mall. 
Scheduled classes are Tues/Wed 6-9 
p.m. Sat. 9 a.m.-3 p.m.


