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Why the Mosquito 
Festival has become 

so successful
A female Kemp’s Ridley sea 

turtle, which is the only species 
known to come ashore during 
daylight hours to lay its eggs, was 
spotted recently crawling across 
the beach at Quintana Beach 
County Park. Park officials notified 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife turtle rescue 
staff, who removed 87 eggs from 
a shallow nest in the sand at the 
Brazoria County park located near 
Freeport.

All eggs were transported to a 
hatchery lab at the Padre Island 
National Seashore just outside 
Corpus Christi, where after some 
45 days of incubation, most eggs 
should hatch, and be released 
back into the Gulf of Mexico.  

Turtle watch

 Sea turtle eggs were placed 
inside a transport crate for 
relocation to a hatchery lab 
(Photo by Brazoria County 
Parks’ Bryan Frazier).

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

Once again, people will be flock-
ing in the sweltering July heat to the 
Mosquito Festival in Clute to enjoy 
a good, old-fashioned, small-town 
good time.

It all started 
in 1981 as just 
another commu-

nity summer festival. 
While there were good 

people working hard on 
making it a success, there was 

no way they could have known 
how this event would gain so much 

momentum.
I’ve been around for most of it and watched the festival grow 

each year as it started garnering more and more attention. There 
are crazier festivals around the world, but few, if any, have come up 

with a better marketing campaign.
This festival was one of the first in the area to try to capitalize on 

a catchy name. The Mosquito Festival soon became an oddity and 
gained international attention. Who would ever celebrate the mosquito 
in July?

In the 1980s, when I was reporting on Brazoria County for the Hous-
ton Chronicle, the paper’s features editor ordered up an article on the 
festival. “I know you have done a piece on this each year, but we need 
another one. It’s the middle of the summer, and there is nothing else 
going on,” she said apologetically.

I don’t want to count how many 
pre-festival pieces I had done for 
the Chronicle during the 12 years 
I was with the paper, but it was 
probably around 12.

I didn’t mind doing them, each 
year thinking of a different angle, 
just in case some of the readers 
had seen the previous stories. It 

RAMBLINGS

See special pages on the
Mosquito Festival inside this issue
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Drivers, Class-A
We’re Growing! 100% Employer 

PAID Group Health Insurance! 
Hazmat-Tank End a Plus$$! 
www.getmehomedispatcher.com. 
Call Tony:  855-582-4456

Drivers/OwnerOps!
Local Work! Home Daily, Ben-
efits! CDL-A, 1yr exp, Great Driv-
ing record. Sunsetlogistics.com 
281-693-4587 or 888-215-4285

AN EQUITABLE DIVISION OF COMMUNITY PROPERTY: 
Distressed that his wife of 14 years was divorcing him, a man took 
a chainsaw to their home in Marton, England, which had been 
awarded to her. He was locked up after leaving a trail of destruc-
tion that included damage to furniture, the front and rear doors, 
three internal doors, two wood-burning stoves, a fireplace, cabinets 
and a supporting beam inside the house.

SOUNDS LIKE A PLAN: A couple was arrested for selling 
“golden tickets to heaven” for $99.99. The husband said that the 
tickets were made of solid gold (not true,) and that Jesus gave 
them to him behind the Kentucky Fried Chicken in Jacksonville, 
Florida. (Not likely.) He said he had planned to use the money he 
got from selling the tickets to pay an alien named Stevie to take 
him and his wife to his home planet which is “made entirely of 
crack cocaine.”

AND HE’S WELCOME TO IT: After failing to steal a pickup truck 
parked outside of a home in Des Moines, Iowa, a man decided 
instead to steal a bag he saw in the back of the vehicle. The owner 
later told police that the bag was filled with dog poop.

PERHAPS YOU SHOULD TRY THE METEOROLOGY 
DEPARTMENT: A man came into the police station in Oldham, 
England, to complain that the weather was too hot. He “was 
advised that this was not a police problem.”

WE’RE NOT TOO SAD TO DEAL WITH YOU, PUNK! A man 
roughed up an old lady at a bus stop in San Antonio, Texas, and 
tried to steal her purse. Just then, a funeral procession happened 
by. Mourners saw what was going on, jumped out of their cars, and 
gave the guy the pounding of a lifetime.

AND, BESIDES, IT MAKES ME FEEL YOUNG: A man went 
into a store in Plymouth, England, wearing only an adult diaper. 
He explained it was because “I had the Saturday feeling.” He was 
asked to leave.

BUT THE BEDBUGS ARE DEAD, SO MISSION ACCOM-
PLISHED: A man tried to kill bedbugs he found in his rental car in 
Eastport, N.Y., by saturating them with alcohol. But then he lit a 
cigarette, setting the vehicle ablaze with a heat so intense that it 
heavily damaged two other cars.

IT WAS AN HONEST MISTAKE, SORRY: A man tried to rob a 
woman at a stamp kiosk inside the post office in Muhlenberg Town-
ship, Pa., mistakenly thinking that she was at an ATM machine 
withdrawing money. She told him she had no cash, only stamps. 
He pulled a knife, but fled when a postal worker intervened. The 
cops found him hiding in a dumpster at a nearby business.

FREE SOCIALS
For people with stroke, 

Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s

979-849-5051

Tues., July 21 ~ 11am - 2pm
First Presbyterian, Lake Jackson
Thurs., July 23 ~ 10am-2pm

First Presbyterian,
Angleton

Texas game wardens end investigation of Missouri man killed by alligator and illegal harvest
AUSTIN – Texas game wardens 

have completed their investigation 
into an alligator attack that resulted 
in the death of Tommie Woodard, 
28, of St. Louis, Missouri.

 Investigators concluded that the 

unprecedented circumstances of the 
case, believed to be the first fatal 
alligator attack in Texas on record, 
warrant no further action.

The alligator suspected of 
attacking Woodard was killed by an 

individual. Game wardens issued a 
warning citation to the individual for 
the illegal take of the alligator; his 
identity is being withheld since no 
criminal charges were filed.

Shortly before 3 a.m. on Friday, 
July 3, Texas game wardens were 
notified about a possible alliga-

tor attack and missing person on 
Adams Bayou, an oxbow creek off 
the Sabine River in Orange County, 
30 miles east of Beaumont. Game 
wardens recovered Woodard’s body 
from the creek about two hours 
later. 

Mid-afternoon Monday, July 6, 
game wardens received a call that 
a large alligator carcass had been 
dropped at the marina boat ramp 
near where the attack had occurred 
days earlier. A subsequent examina-
tion confirmed it to be the alliga-
tor responsible for the attack on 
Woodard.

Game wardens then began 
searching for the person(s) respon-
sible for the illegal harvest of the 
alligator, a Class C misdemeanor 
offense carrying a maximum fine of 
$500. Game wardens later made 
contact with an individual, who 
admitted he killed the alligator.

“In no way do we condone the 

killing of a nuisance alligator without 
proper authority. Either Texas game 
wardens or a licensed nuisance 
alligator hunter would have been 
more appropriate to handle the 
situation. Either way, because of its 
aggressive behavior, the alligator 
would have to be killed,” said Colo-
nel Craig Hunter, Law Enforcement 
Director for the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department..
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Spaced out coffee 
Q.  Where might you get a truly 

“out-of-this-world” cup of coffee?
A.  With the coffee-sipping crew 

of the International Space Station 
(ISS), who have started drinking 
“espresso” like posh cafe-goers, 
thanks to the recent delivery of an 
“ISSpresso” coffee maker, says 
Bryan Lufkin in “Scientific American” 
magazine. 

 The first one built to work in 
microgravity conditions, it is “the 
product of a collaboration among 
the Italian Space Agency, Italian 
engineering company Argotec, and 
Lavazza, a 120-year-old, Turin-
based coffee roaster.”  The all-white 
(colors are distracting) microwave-
size, aerospace-aluminum appli-
ance with adjustable tethers gets to 
brewing nicely -- welcome indeed as 
astronauts experience days with 15 
or 16 sunrises.  

The ISSpresso gadgetry uses a 
steel-and-Teflon pipe that can with-
stand orbital pressures of more than 
400 bars, or 400 times the atmo-
spheric pressure at sea level.  A 
piston pumps water from one pouch 
to a second one that doubles as a 
cup, all done in about three minutes.  
The transparent door permits cau-
tious tracking of any foam-forming 
action, and “if it opens, brewing 

stops--protecting the crew from 
scalding floating java.”

“The capsule-based system could 
eventually bring gourmet consom-
mes, teas and soups to micrograv-
ity,” says  Argotec’s David Avino.  
“It’s a food laboratory.”

Expensive punch
Q.  Many top boxers earn big 

bucks, with to-be millionaires step-
ping into rings all over the world. 
Just who holds the record for the 
highest earnings per punch?

A.  Audley Harrison of Great Brit-
ain in his 2010 fight with David Haye 
landed just one punch (and lost), 
reports Joel Levy in “All the Right 
Angles... Mathematics in the World 
of Sports.”  Harrison was still paid 
$1.32 million pounds (approximately 
$2 million US), “making him the 
highest-earning boxer of all time... 
by punch.”

The story of dust
Q.  Consider the word “dust” for 

a few moments, and let your mind 
wander where it will:  “ashes to 
ashes, dust to dust”... “remember 
that thou art dust and unto dust thou 
shalt return.”  Where else might 
your mind take you? 

A.  Dust is universal, in the heav-
ens or on Earth, whether it’s in a 

pile under your bed or the plume of 
a volcano, says Elizabeth Preston in 
“Discover” magazine.  Dust, that dry 
powdery soil or other material made 
up of tiny particles, is a nuisance 
that humans go to great lengths to 
keep at bay.  “When Dutch naturalist 
Antonie van Leeuwenhoek peered 
at items from his household through 
the microscope lens he invented, 
he found tiny spider-like animals -- 
mites -- living everywhere...  These 
mites feed mainly on dead skin 
we shed, while their decomposing 
bodies and fecal pellets may trigger 
allergic reactions in humans.”  

And allergies and asthma are only 
the beginning, with miners facing 
black lung and other diseases from 
coal dust, plus combustible dust 
wreaking havoc in industrial set-
tings.  In 2008, sugar dust exploded 
in a Georgia factory, killing 14 
workers. And dust storms like those 
of the Dust Bowl of the 1930s saw 
thousands die from dust pneumo-
nia.  Astronomers also keep track of 
cosmic dust, tiny mineral grains that 
are the raw material for new stars 
and planets but can fall to Earth 
as well.  NASA’s mission Stardust 
captured some of this dust, whose 
effect you can observe “in the zodia-
cal light, a glow visible from Earth 
that comes from particles scattering 
sunlight.  Visible in the western sky 
after sunset and in the east before 
dawn, the light may resemble a 
city just beyond the horizon -- but 
is really the glow of a perpetually 
dusty universe.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)
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TABC investigating whether bars may be charging for 
top-shelf drinks while substituting low-end alcohol

Amid growing concerns of brand 
substitution, misrepresentation and 
counterfeit alcohol being served 
to consumers, the Texas Alcoholic 
Beverage Commission launched a 
sting operation dubbed “Operation 
Bottoms Up” to verify the integrity of 
alcohol served at licensed retailers. 
The operation is designed to identify 
retailers who substitute low-end 
alcohol for top-shelf brands.

The operation began in April 
2015 with a sampling of 68 licensed 
retailers across the state. During 
the stings, undercover investiga-
tors entered the establishments 
and ordered samples of top-shelf 
alcohol by name. In all, investigators 

collected 153 samples, which were 
then tested at the TABC labora-
tory. Testing revealed 40 samples 
from 21 of the 68 licensed retailers 
contained substituted liquor in place 
of the high-end brands investigators 
actually ordered.

TABC is in the process of filing 
administrative notices against 14 
licensed retailers. Investigations 
remain open on seven additional 
retailers. 

Retailers with violations could 
face administrative penalties includ-
ing a fine and suspension of their 
liquor license.

“TABC, along with our partners in 
the alcohol manufacturing industry, 

rely upon retailers to serve their cus-
tomers in good faith,” said Dexter K. 
Jones, TABC Assistant Chief of the 
Audit and Investigations Division. 
“Unfortunately, in a highly competi-
tive market such as Texas, some 
retailers may act against the public 
interest while trying to prop up their 
bottom line. Texas consumers and 
visitors should have a high expecta-
tion that retailers are committed to 
fulfilling their responsibility to serve 
customers exactly what they order.”

TABC plans to continue alcohol 
stings of this nature to ensure the 
public is not defrauded and the 
health and safety of Texas consum-
ers are not placed at risk.   

How to prevent having your vehicle stolen this summer
The Texas Department of Public 

Safety (DPS) is reminding Texans 
that vehicle thefts and vehicle 
burglaries tend to increase during 
the summer months – especially 
July and August – and is encourag-
ing individuals to take necessary 
precautions to protect their vehicles 
from potential thefts.

DPS offers the following tips that 
Texans can follow to help guard 
against vehicle theft:

•  Never leave your car running 
unattended,  even for a quick visit to 
a business or store.

•  Never leave keys in the car or 
ignition, inside a locked garage, or in 
hide-a-key boxes.

•  Always roll up your windows 
and lock the car, even if it is parked 
at your home.

•  When possible, always park in 
high-traffic, well-lighted areas.

•  Install an anti-theft device that 
locks the steering wheel, column or 
brakes, especially if your vehicle is 
considered to be at increased risk 

for theft.
•  Never leave personal docu-

ments, vehicle ownership title or 
credit cards in your vehicle.

•  Always keep valuables or prop-
erty hidden out of sight or locked in 
the trunk.

If your vehicle is stolen, report it 
to the police immediately. DPS also 
encourages individuals to keep a 
copy of their license plate and vehi-
cle identification number on hand in 
case of theft, since police will need 
this information to take a report.
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(This column was prepared by the Social Security Administration. For fast 
answers to specific Social Security questions, contact Social Security toll-free at 
800-772-1213 or visit www.socialsecurity.gov.)

What are the different parts of Medicare?
SOCIAL SECURITY Q&A

Tribune News Service (TNS)
Q: I will rely on Medicare when I retire. Can you explain the differ-

ent parts of Medicare?
A: The different parts of Medicare cover your specific needs. 

There are four parts, all of which work in tandem to deliver health-
care services.

Part A (hospital insurance): Hospital insurance helps pay for 
inpatient care in a hospital or skilled nursing facility (following a 
hospital stay), some home health care, and hospice care.

Part B (medical insurance): Medical insurance helps pay for doc-
tors’ services and many other medical services and supplies that 
hospital insurance doesn’t cover.

Part C (Medicare Advantage plans): If you have Medicare Parts A 
and B, you can join a Medicare Advantage plan. Private companies 
offer Medicare Advantage plans, which are approved by Medicare. 
These plans generally help you pay the medical costs not covered 
by Medicare Part A and B.

Part D (prescription drug coverage): Prescription drug coverage 
helps pay for medications doctors prescribe for treatment.

Angleton Exchange Club kicks off Gathering Place 
Brain Health Fair Campaign with donation

At the Angleton’s Exchange Club 
meeting recently, County Commis-
sioner Dude Payne presented Gath-
ering Place’s Dale Libby with a $500 
check to kick off the Alzheimer’s 
group’s sponsorship campaign for 
their Brain Health Fair and Benefit 
Jan. 9, 2016.

Libby, Coordinator of the Brazoria 
County Alzheimer’s Awareness 
Project, expressed his delight that 
the Exchange Club signed on as the 
first sponsor.

 “Although the Exchange Club 
didn’t get started in Angleton until 
2003, it’s the oldest service organi-
zation in the United States.  Sup-
porting families is a goal we share,” 
he said.

Exchange Club President Robert 
Worley remarked, “We are deeply 

committed to community service 
and promoting family values. 
Although the prevention of child 
abuse is our national project, and 
we take a strong stance in honoring 
public service providers and our 
military, the Exchange Club wanted 
to help the Gathering Place serve 
Brazoria County families affected 
by Alzheimer’s disease. They are 
helping caregivers keep their family 
members in their homes, and their 
Brain Health Fair will shed a lot of 
light on problems that families are 
facing.”

“The Brain Health Fair in January 
will be a huge, countywide event, 
“Libby said, “and the star of the 
show will be an 18 ft. anatomically 
correct, inflatable brain that people 
can tour. They will enter the frontal 

lobe and exit the cerebellum while 
the Brain Tour Guide explains 
normal brain function and points 
out how different disorders and 
diseases affect the brain. Autism, 
stroke, aneurysms, multiple scle-
rosis, migraine, Alzheimer’s, and 
Parkinson’s will be explained by the 
guide.“

“One out of every two people 
- more than 50% of our popula-
tion - will have a diagnosable brain 
disease or disorder over their 
lifespan,” Libby explained. “At the 
Brain Health Fair, we will provide 
education about developmental, 
psychiatric, and neurodegenerative 
diseases and disorders affecting all 
ages. We will also provide informa-
tion about how to maintain optimum 
brain health.”

Brazoria County Commissioner Dude Payne. left, presents a check to 
Dale Libby of The Gathering Place  to help with the groups Brain Health 
Fair and Benefit that will be held on Jan. 9, 2016.
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History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

July 20: ON THIS DATE in 
1944, an attempt by dissident 
German officers to assas-
sinate Adolf Hitler failed when 
the bomb planted at the Nazi 
leader’s Rastenburg head-
quarters only wounded him. In 
1969, Apollo 11 astronauts Neil 
Armstrong and Edwin “Buzz” 
Aldrin became the first men to 
walk on the moon.

July 21: ON THIS DATE in 
1861, the first major battle of 
the Civil War - at Manassas, 
Va. - ended with a Confederate 
victory. In 1954, France sur-
rendered North Vietnam to the 
Communists.

July 22: ON THIS DATE in 
1942, gasoline rationing began 
in the United States during 
World War II. In 1967, Jimi 
Hendrix quit as the opening act 
on the Monkees’ tour.

July 23: ON THIS DATE in 
1914, Austria-Hungary issued 
an ultimatum to Serbia following 
the killing of Archduke Fran-
cis Ferdinand by a Serb; the 
dispute contributed to the start 
of World War I. In 1967, rioting 
that claimed 43 lives erupted in 
Detroit.

July 24: ON THIS DATE in 
1948, Soviet forces blockaded 

Berlin to access from the west. 
In 1974, the Supreme Court 
ruled 8-0 that President Nixon 
must turn over subpoenaed 
White House tape recordings to 
the Watergate special prosecu-
tor.

July 25: ON THIS DATE in 
1946, the United States deto-
nated an atomic bomb at Bikini 
Atoll in the Pacific in the first 
underwater test of the device. 
In 1956, 51 people died when 
the Italian ocean liner Andrea 
Doria sank after colliding with 
the Swedish ship Stockholm off 
the New England coast.

July 26: ON THIS DATE 
in 1945, Winston Churchill 
resigned as British prime minis-
ter after his Conservative Party 
lost control of Parliament in 
nationwide elections. In 1953, 
Fidel Castro led an attack on 
Moncada Barracks, beginning 
the Cuban revolution.

Answer to last week’s 
question: This week in 1943, 
the movie “Girl Crazy” pre-
miered. It featured the next-
to-last pairing of former child 
stars Mickey Rooney and Judy 
Garland.

This week’s question: In 
1858, Cyrus Field succeeded in 
laying what across the Atlantic 
Ocean?

Brazosport College Community 
Education is inviting the community 
to drop by its kitchen for an open 
house and free taste testing of the 
fall courses menu.

The open house is scheduled 
from 4 to 7 p.m. on August 18 in the 
Community Education Center on the 
Brazosport College campus. Res-
ervations for the event are required 
and can be obtained by calling (979) 
230-3600.

Those in attendance will receive 
a free taste testing of Community 
Education’s fall courses menu, 
which includes four different cooking 
classes.

Upcoming classes include:
• BUSY WEEK MEAL PLAN-

NING: This class includes a load of 
goodies to take home. Feed a family 
faster than you can say “take out.”

• BASIC SKILLS, EASY MEALS: 
Especially for beginners, this class 
will get you comfortable around the 
kitchen in record time.

• ENTERTAINING FOR ANY 
OCCASION: Learn more about the 
planning aspects of entertaining, 
as well as hands-on cooking and 
recipes fit to feed a crowd.

• GOURMET DESSERTS MADE 
EASY: Enjoy decadent desserts 
without the tedious process. Short-
cut your time in the kitchen so you 
can sit at the table with dessert.

To learn more about the open 
house and free taste testing on Aug. 
18, or about Brazosport College 
Community Education’s upcoming 
cooking classes, call (979) 230-
3600 or visit www.brazosport.edu/
ce.

BC Community 
Education kitchen 
to offer free taste 
testing on Aug. 18

Now that we have recovered from this season’s relentless rain and our 
temperatures rise, it is time to turn our thoughts toward fall gardens.

This is a topic which is very popular with both individuals and families 
living in our area.

The Brazoria County Master Gardeners staff a weekly call center with 
full time Internet access. Residents can call in or email the center and have 
their gardening question answered by an area master gardener.

Topics covered include anything from best varieties of plants for our area 
to pests in the garden. They are also able to help gardeners identify plants 
already in their gardens if a photo is attached.  

This is a free community service available to all residents of Brazo-
ria County. Hot line phone number:  979-864-1558. Ext. 119. Internet : 
Mastergardener@Brazoria-county.com

County master gardeners can help Steamy El Nino expected to keep Atlantic hurricanes in check
By Jenny Staletovich
Miami Herald (TNS)

MIAMI — El Nino is hot. And 
that’s good news for the Atlantic.

Hurricane forecasters who earlier 
this year predicted that a potent 
Pacific El Nino would make for 
a slow Atlantic hurricane season 
say the weather pattern that stirs 
up warm water on the other side 
of the country is shaping up to be 
among the strongest in 50 years. 
Add cooler than normal Atlantic 

water and conditions for a hurricane 
become even more unfavorable.

“If you’re a hurricane trying to 
form, I would pick an area other 
than the Caribbean,” said Phil 
Klotzbach, a research scientist 
at Colorado State University who 
produces preseason forecasts.

So far this year there have been 
three tropical storms, including 
Claudette, which formed Monday off 
Massachusetts but was expected 
to quickly weaken and move away 
from the mainland. Hurricane 
season typically heats up in August 
and September, but experts predict 
a relatively slow season.

In May, the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration forecast 
a slower than normal season, 
echoing Klotzbach’s April prediction. 
Based on El Nino conditions, NOAA 
meteorologists said the Atlantic had 

a 70 percent chance of having six to 
11 named storms. Three to six could 
become hurricanes and up to two 
could become major hurricanes with 
winds exceeding 111 mph.

The last time such a strong El 
Nino swept the Pacific was in 1997 
and ended in April 1998, just before 
the start of the season in June. In 
1997, just one hurricane, Danny, 
struck the United States. But in 
1998, without the smothering effects 
of an El Nino, the Atlantic churned 
up 10 storms, and led to the highest 
number of storm-related deaths in 
200 years.

El Ninos happen because heat 
builds up in the western Pacific, 
which is generally warmer than the 
east. When the water starts moving 
east, it helps fuel strong upper-level 
winds in the Atlantic that keep hur-
ricanes from forming. 
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Even when the world seems dark and 
evil, we can trust God’s goodness

My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Q: Is God limited in any way? 
Are there some things God 
can’t do? I sometimes wonder 
about this, because if God is 
all-powerful, then why doesn’t 
He stop all the evil things that 
go on in the world? - M.N.

A: God is absolutely holy 
and pure, and there’s only one 
thing God can’t do: He can’t 
do anything that is against His 
nature. In other words, the one 
thing God can’t do is sin.

Why, then, doesn’t God do 
something about all the evil in 
the world? I’ve asked myself 
that question hundreds of times 
- and to be honest, I don’t have 
a full answer. Some day in 
heaven, we will understand, but 
until then, we can only trust in 
God’s goodness, wisdom and 
sovereignty, even when the 
world seems dark and in the 
grip of evil.

It won’t always be this 
way; some day Satan will be 
defeated and all evil will be 
destroyed. How do I know this? 
I know it because by His death 
and resurrection Jesus Christ 
conquered all the powers of sin 
and death and Hell and Satan. 
And when we put our faith and 
trust in Him, we know He is with 
us and will take us to heaven 
some day. Have you put your 
life into His hands?

In the meantime, make it your 
goal to live for Christ and be 
an instrument in His hands for 
good. All around you are people 
who are confused, battered 
by life, or deceived by Satan’s 
false promises. Ask God to use 
you to point them to Christ, who 
alone gives us hope and peace 
and new life. Jesus’ words are 
true: “I am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me will never 
walk in darkness, but will have 
the light of life” (John 8:12).

Alvin Community College poly-
somnography students became the 
teacher for several Houston-area 
physicians on July 9 to show them 
the technology used in sleep stud-
ies.

Physicians from the Baylor Col-
lege of Medicine and the University 
of Texas Health Science Center sat 
down with sleep medicine students 
to walk through polysomnography 
procedures. The polysomnography 
students helped teach the doctors 
about using the equipment, software 
and procedures for the sleep stud-
ies.

Polysomnography graduates help 
with the treatment and diagnosis the 
causes of conditions like narcolepsy, 
sleep apnea and insomnia. 

ACC is home to the first polysom-
nography degree program in Texas 
and one of 16 throughout the United 
States.

For information, call (281)-756-
5655 or visit www.alvincollege.edu/
polysomnography.

ACC students 
teaching doctors

ACC Foundation receives $5,000 grant for scholarships
Alvin Community College 

received a grant from the Texas 
New Mexico Power’s inaugural 
Power Grant program.

The $5,000 grant will fund $500 
scholarships for 10 students with 
financial needs to complete work-
force training and begin job inter-
views in their chosen industries.

“The scholarships are an invalu-
able resource to the students who 
will receive them,” said Wendy 
Del Bello, executive director of 
the ACC Foundation. “Without the 
funds, the students would not be 
able to attend college and pursue 
a career through our work force 
training programs.”

The college will now help identify 
five students who will receive 
scholarships before the fall semes-
ter. The students must use the 
funds in a Workforce Development 
program.

Another five students will be 
identified for a scholarship prior to 
the 2016 spring semester.

“It is challenging for us to obtain 
qualified and skilled graduates and 
place them in the workforce,” said 
ACC grant coordinator Gayland 

Capps. “We continue to strive to 
meet the needs of the employers 
in our region. This grant will help 
us meet that goal.”

The ACC Foundation was one 
of six organizations to receive a 

grant. The TNMP Fund in April 
introduced the grants to invest in 
its communities. The fund sought 
innovative and creative propos-
als that support the communities 
TNMP serves.
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Girls get more concussions than boys in soccer, and headers are not the only cause
By Sasha Harris-Lovett
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Most of the concussions sus-
tained by high school soccer players 
aren’t the result of heading the ball, 
new research shows. Instead, most 
head injuries come from athlete-to-
athlete contact, the kind of rough 
play that is against the rules.

The study, published this week 

by the journal JAMA Pediatrics, also 
found that girls seem to be at higher 
risk of getting concussions than 
boys.

The findings challenge the 
conventional wisdom that heading 
the ball is the most dangerous part 
of soccer. Though heading was the 
most common single activity that led 
to a concussion, the majority of con-

cussions — 69 percent for boys and 
51 percent for girls — came from 
crashing into another player while 
defending, goaltending, chasing a 
loose ball, receiving a pass or drib-
bling down the field, the researchers 
reported.

Only about one-third of boys’ 
concussions and one-quarter of 
girls’ concussions happened while 

heading the ball.
“If you ban heading, yes, you 

will prevent some concussions in 
soccer, perhaps as much as 30 
percent,” said Dawn Comstock, an 
epidemiologist at Colorado School 
of Public Health at the University 
of Colorado Anschutz Medical 
Campus. “But if you simply enforce 
the existing rules of the game, 
reduce the aggressive play and 
limit the amount of athlete-athlete 
contact, you would actually prevent 
many more concussions.”

The rest of the concussions came 
from slamming into a playing appa-
ratus, like a goal post (29 percent 
of those for girls and 17 percent of 
those for boys), or from banging the 
head on the ground (19 percent for 
girls and 13 percent for boys).

Female athletes were more likely 
to get concussions than males, 

researchers found. Girls averaged 
4.5 concussions per 10,000 games 
or practices, while boys averaged 
only 2.78 concussions per 10,000 
games or practices.

“Consistently in gender compa-
rable sports like soccer and bas-
ketball, where girls and boys play 
by the same rules using the same 
equipment, we see higher rates of 
concussion in girls,” Comstock said. 
“Nobody honestly knows why.”

But the researchers have some 
theories. It could be that girls have 
less neck strength than boys, so 
their brains get more jostled by an 
impact to the head, Comstock said.

Another possibility is that girls 
don’t actually get more concussions 
than boys do, she said. Rather, 
girls may be more likely to notice 
the symptoms of concussions 
and report them to their coaches. 



Send your announcement to 
john.bulletin@gmail.com. We’ll help you 

spread the word about  the many things going 
on in your community.
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was a nice break from the routine 
Chronicle reporting.

And, the people I called up for 
interviews knew how to spin the 
story, probably realizing that we 
have to do something that we 
hadn’t done in the previous six 
years or so. They were experts on 
how to push the press’ buttons. I 
was just one of many who wanted 
something different each year.

So, after all these years, the 
festival is as big as ever, and still 
is one of the few things to do this 
deep into the summer. And, if you 
go because you have heard that 
the festival is famous worldwide, 
get ready for something different 
than what you may have imagined.

It is a top-quality summer, small-
town festival that offers a lot of 
activities, a carnival and entertain-
ment rolled into the price of admis-

sion. It is the product of volunteers 
and the Clute Parks Department, 
who keep it successful.

But a lot of these type of festivals 
have a hard-working staff and 
dedicated volunteers. How has this 
one stayed in the limelight for for so 
many years? 

Marketing and timing.
You can put on the best show 

ever, the best festival in the world, 
but without marketing, it goes 
nowhere.

And, when you’re the only show 
in town, chances are that you’ll 
get a lot more ink and airtime than 
trying to compete with several other 
events taking place at the same 
time.

Once the marketing is in place, 
and the crowds walk through the 
gate, they have to have a good 
time and leave happy. That leads to 
word-of-mouth marketing.

In 1986, a baby entered the 
Skeeter Beater Baby Crawling 
Contest and crawled all the way 
to First Place - because the other 
babies stopped and started crying 
earlier than he did. A couple were 
disqualified for actually getting up 
and walking. That was not allowed 
under the crawling rules.

The winner was John Toth III. I 
was dangling a camera in front of 
him to make him crawl just a little 
farther. Yes, memories are made 
of this. I have retold this story hun-
dreds of times, and here it is again. 

I hope to see everyone at the 
festival. I’ll be as hot in the July 
sun as everybody else, but it’s 
for a good cause - to honor the 
mosquito. 

What a gimmick.

Why the Mosquito Festival has become so successful
(Continued from Page 1)

SpaceX rocket failure last month cost NASA $110 million
By Melody Petersen
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Taxpayers lost $110 million when 
a SpaceX rocket carrying cargo 
to the International Space Station 
disintegrated shortly after liftoff last 
month, a NASA official said at a 
Friday hearing.

“That’s gone,” said William 
Gerstenmaier, a NASA associate 
administrator, of the money lost 
when the SpaceX rocket failed on 
June 28 far above Florida’s coast.

The Hawthorne, Calif.-based 
company is leading an investigation 

into the cause of the failure.
Some members of the House 

Science, Space and Technology 
committee questioned whether the 
company should be investigating its 
own failure.

Gerstenmaier explained that 
NASA, as well as the Federal Avia-
tion Administration and the National 
Transportation Safety Board, are 
also involved in the investigation.

The government has the authority 
to tell SpaceX it doesn’t agree with 
the findings, he said.

At the hearing, Paul Martin, 

NASA’s inspector general, said that 
his office was looking at whether the 
agency’s private contractors should 
be leading investigations into their 
own accidents.

A similar corporate-led investiga-
tion is continuing into the earlier 
destruction of another rocket carry-
ing tons of food and other supplies 
to the space station. 

That cargo ship, which exploded 
just seconds after liftoff on Oct. 28, 
was operated by Orbital Sciences, 
which is now known as Orbital 
ATK.
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Welcome travelers 
from around the 
county and the rest 
of the world. You’re 
about to experience 
an event that is unique 
- the celebration of the 
mosquito.

The original story of how it started
 From his vantage point high atop a moss hung oak. Willie-

Man-Chew rested from his long search for a perfect home and 
surveyed the scene below. 

Here, in the early summer of 1981, the sight and sounds that 
greeted him were a delight to his senses. There were healthy, 
tanned humans playing ball, swimming in an Olympic-sized 
swimming pool, enjoying state-of-the-art playground equipment, 
laughing and having fun. 

Willie’s discerning eye noted the lush greenery surrounding 
the homes and schools in the neighborhood. Springing, as he 
does from the finest bloodlines in southern Brazoria County, he 
realized that he had, at last, found the land of his dreams.

Willie quickly marshaled a group of humans as his official 
goodwill ambassadors and began preparations for the first of 
the annual festivals that honor him and his fellow mosquitoes 
the last Thursday, Friday, and Saturday of July each year. 

These ambassadors, whom Willie affectionately and jokingly 
calls his “Swat Team,” present three fun-filled days of special 
events, games, food, carnival rides, and contests, craft booths, 
cook-offs and much, much more. Ya’ll come down to Clute, 
Texas, and join us .... for the fun of it!
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Once on the festival grounds, you may visit the petting zoo.  There is 
no charge to get in the petting zoo.  There is a small fee if you would 
like to feed or take a picture with the animals.

Petting zoo is a popular free eventWillie Man-Chew’s Treasure Chest
Buy an adult ticket to our festival and have a chance to open Willie Man-

Chew’s Treasure Chest. It is filled with prizes waiting for 25 lucky festival 
patrons to unlock the chest each evening to see what they have won. The 
Brazoswood Gate will be issuing keys each evening, between the hours of 
6:01 p.m. - 8 p.m., to the first 100 paid adult tickets sold on Thursday, July 
23, the first 150 paid adult tickets sold on Friday, July 24, and the first 250 
paid adult tickets sold on Saturday, July 25. Willie Man-Chew’s Treasure 
Chest will be waiting, at the Great Texas Mosquito Festival’s souvenir 
booth, for those lucky key holders to unlock his chest and reveal his or her 
prizes. 

Willie’s Beach 
Party

 It’s scheduled for Thursday night, 
July 23, from 6:30 to 8:30 pm. 
Meet under the Main Pavilion for 
fun and games, contests, and lots 
of high energy fun.  

Rockin’ Rick and his strolling 
guitar cart can be seen all over 
the festival grounds throughout 
the event.  He is sure to gather a 
crowd wherever he stops to play.  
Any patch of grass can instantly 
become a dance floor for 20 to 30 
people or more.  Be sure to keep 
an eye out for him when you are 
here. 

Rockin’ Rick- 
Strolling Guitar 

Cart

Photo by Shawn Maynard

Photo by Shawn Maynard

Photo by Shawn Maynard



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   July 21, 2015    THE BULLETIN  Page 13

Haystack 
Dive

Date: Friday, July 24
Time: 06:30 PM

Come join in the fun with this special time 
period for those that are 65 years or older (or 
a resident of a Convalescent Home, Assisted 
Living Home, or Seniors Group).  If you are with a 
group, please contact our office at 800-371-2971 
to make advanced arrangements. BINGO is the 
name of the game for this year’s morning session! 
Hope to see you there!!

Senior Citizen’s Bingo
Saturday, July 25 Time: 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Location: Event Center

THE GREAT TEXAS MOSQUITO FESTIVAL
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Individual/Set tickets are available, as well as 
carnival wristband times.
Thursday   5-10 p.m. - Ride all night for $10
Friday        5 p.m. - 12 a.m. -  Ride all night  for $20
Saturday   9 a.m. - 4 p.m. - Ride for $15
Saturday   4:01 - 5 p.m. - Individual tickets only
Saturday   5:01 p.m. to 1 a.m. - Ride all night for $20

Carnival Wristband Times
BASF sponsors the BASF “Kids 

Run” to be held at the Clute Munici-
pal Pool on Saturday, July 25. 

This event is held in conjunction 
with the Mosquito Chase 5K and 
will be scheduled for 9:15 a.m. start 
time. Registration will take place 
beginning at 8:30 a.m. until race 
starts.

Registration and entry fee is 
FREE. All entries will receive a 
BASF T-shirt. All participants will 
receive a participant ribbon. So 
come out and enjoy this event as 
your kid’s race to the finish line!

BASF Kids Run

Those pesky mosquitoes are 
buzzing around ready to be called 
into the park by that special sound, 
call or voice.  You will not want to 
miss out on this one of a kind event.  

So mark your calendar, and don’t 
forget to bring your cheering squad 
to share in the moment.  Remem-
ber, it is open season for those pros 
that can call the largest, fastest  
blood-sucking mosquito around. 

There is no entry fee, once on 
the festival grounds.  You may sign 
up right before this event begins on 
Saturday, July 25, under the Main 
Pavilion.

Mosquito Calling

Thursday, July 23
DOLLAR DAY

Friday, July 24
Senior Citizens (age 65 & up) $3.
Adults (age 13 - 64): $10
Children (age 6 - 12): $3
Children (age 5 & under): Free

Saturday, July 25
Free Admission to Children (Ages 
12 & Under) 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Free Admission to Senior Citizens 
(65 & over) 9:00a.m. to 2:00p.m.
Senior Citizens (age 65 & up)  
Nighttime
$5 (2:01 p.m. to 1:00a.m.)
Adults (age 13 - 64)  Daytime          
$3 (9 a.m. to 2 p.m.)
Adults (age 13 - 64)  Nighttime
$10 (2:01p.m. to 1 a.m.)
Children (age 6 - 12) Nighttime
$5 (2:01p.m. to 1 a.m.
Children (age 5 & under): FREE 

Admission

Photo by Shawn Maynard

Photo by Shawn Maynard Photo by Shawn Maynard

THE GREAT TEXAS MOSQUITO FESTIVAL
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Why is defensive 
driving a good deal?

So, you got a ticket. Now what?
Should you pay it, or should you 

take a defensive driving course?
While you may not like the idea of 

sitting in a defensive driving class for 
six hours, the reality is that defensive 
driving is the cheapest way to get rid 
of a traffic violation ticket.

Plus, by taking defensive driving, 
you also will earn a certificate that 
will decrease the liability portion of 
your car insurance by 10 percent for 
the next three years. Plus, there will 
not be any points attached to your 
license.

A defensive driving class like 
Stand-Up Defensive Driving at 
Brazos Mall in Lake Jackson,  
makes you a better, more careful 
and considerate driver. By keeping 
your attention through comedy and 
integrating entertainment into the 
curriculum, you are subjected to a 
continuing education driving course 
that refreshes the rules of the road.

You’ll even learn about how laws 
of physics control what happens to 
you in a car crash, and how you can 
use these laws to avoid the crash 
altogether.

If you become a safer driver, 
chances are that you will be able to 
steer around accidents or stop your 
car safely before crashing. If you can 
do that by following a few defensive 
driving pointers, you will not file an 
insurance claim because you will not 
crash your car.

Saving 10 percent on insurance for 
the next three years is your reward 
for choosing defensive driving rather 
than paying the ticket. Once you 
complete the course and receive your 
certifi- cate, the ticket does not count. 
You also will not be allotted 2 points 
on your license for a moving violation 
or 3 points for a crash.

By law, you can take defensive 
driving once every 12 months to 
dismiss a ticket.  However, once 
you complete a Stand-Up Defensive 
driving course, we hope that we 
won’t see you for another three 
years, when renewing your insurance 
discount certificate.

Call (979) 299-1000 for the Lake 
Jackson school inside Brazos Mall. 

Classes are held every Saturday 
9 a.m.-3 p.m., and call for Tuesday/
Wednesday night dates and times. 
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aircraft wing coatings 
that let bug juice slide
By Tamara Dietrich
Daily Press (Newport News, Va.) (TNS)

HAMPTON, Va. — Keeping bug guts off 
airplanes is a NASA mission.

Insect “residue” splattering on the wings 
of big aircraft as they take off is a real prob-
lem looking for a serious solution.

“They are really small,” said Christopher 
Wohl, senior research materials engineer 
at NASA Langley Research Center in 
Hampton. “But the problem is that, as these 
residues accumulate on the wing, they can 
impact the airflow.”

And anything that affects airflow adds to 
a plane’s drag, decreasing efficiency and 
increasing fuel use and costs.

So about five years ago, Wohl and his 
team began to look into hundreds of non-
stick coatings for airplane wings that could 
best resist the residue. They narrowed 
it down to the top five potential solutions 
and put them through a series of flights 
on Boeing’s EcoDemonstrator 757 test 
airplane.

Preliminary results indicate the coatings 
can do the job just fine, potentially saving 
the airline industry a lot of money in fuel 
costs.

“Savings can be relatively small when 
you talk about fuel savings as far as 
percentagewise — like half a percent,” 
Wohl said. “But the impact of that across 
the entire aviation industry can be really 
enormous.”

The most promising coating, he said, 
reduced bug residue by 40 percent com-
pared with control surfaces.

The EcoDemonstrator tested out the bug-
sloughing technology in Shreveport, La.

To come up with the right coating, Wohl 
said his team considered the shape of 
its surface on a microscopic level and its 
chemical composition.

Their inspiration was the lotus leaf.
The lotus leaf needs optimum sun 

exposure for photosynthesis, he said, and 
so is adept at repelling water and dirt. But 
the surface of the lotus leaf isn’t slick — it’s 
rough.

The nonstick coatings that worked best 
are similarly rough, like fine-grade sandpa-
per, and use surface tension to help roll off 
insect remains.

The technology could also have applica-
tions beyond aviation, Wohl  said, for things 
like ship hulls, automobiles and spacecraft.

“One of the things I researched when I 
first came here were surfaces that lunar 
dust wouldn’t stick to,” he said.
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Texas Education Agency
Division of Career and Technical Education

 Public Notification of Nondiscrimination in 
Career and Technical Education Programs

Danbury ISD offers Career and Technical Education programs in Ag-
riculture Science, Business, Marketing, Anatomy and Physiology, and 
Information Technology.   Admission to these programs is based on age 
appropriateness, prerequisites, student requests, and space available.

It is the policy of Danbury ISD not to discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, sex  or handicap in its vocational programs, services 
or activities as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as 
amended; Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972;  and Section 504 
of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended.

It is the policy of Danbury ISD not to discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, sex, handicap, or age in its employment practices 
as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Title 
IX of the Education Amendments of 1972; the Age Discrimination Act of 
1975, as amended; and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as 
amended.

Danbury ISD will take steps to assure that lack of English language 
skills will not be a barrier to admission and participation in all educational 
and vocational programs.

For information about your rights or grievance procedures, contact the 
Title IX Coordinator, Sherry Phillips, at P.O. Box 378, Danbury, TX 77534, 
(979) 922-1218, ext 1006 and/or  the Section 504 Coordinator, Sherry Phil-
lips, at P.O. Box 378, Danbury, TX 77534, (979) 922-1218. Ext 1006.

Texas Education Agency
Division of Career and Technical Education 

Notificación Publica de No Discriminación en 
Programas Vocacionales

(Career and Technical Education Programs)
El distrito independiente de Danbury ofrece programas vocacionales en 
la ciencia agricola, negocios, mercadotecnia, anatomía y fisiología, y en 
informacion tecnológica. La admisión a estos programas se basada de 
acuerdo a su edad, requisitos previos, que el estudiante solicita, y en la 
disponibilidad de espacio en salon.

Es norma de Danbury ISD no discriminar por motivos de raza, color, 
origen nacional, sexo o  impedimento,  en sus programas, servicios o 
actividades vocacionales, tal como lo requieren el Título VI de la Ley de 
Derechos Civiles de 1964, según enmienda; el Título IX de las Enmiendas 
en la Educación, de 1972,  y la Sección 504 de la Ley de Rehabilitación de 
1973, según enmienda.

Es norma de Danbury ISD no discriminar por motivos de raza, color, 
origen nacional, sexo, impedimento o edad, en sus procedimientos de 
empleo, tal como lo requieren el Título VI de la Ley de Derechos Civiles 
de 1964, según enmienda; el Título IX de las Enmiendas en la Educación, 
de 1972, la ley de Discriminación por Edad, de 1975, según enmienda, y la 
Sección 504 de la Ley de Rehabilitación de 1973, según enmienda.

Danbury  ISD tomará las medidas necesarias para asegurar que la falta 
de habilidad en el uso del inglés no sea un obstáculo para la admisión y 
participación en todos los programas educativos y vocacionales.

Para información sobre sus derechos o procedimientos para quejas, 
comuníquese con el Coordinador del Título IX, Sherry Phillips, en P.O. 
Box 378 Danbury, Texas 77534, (979) 922-1218 ext. 1006, y/o el Coordi-
nador de la Seccion 504, Sherry Phillips, en P.O. Box 378, Danbury, Texas 
77534, (979) 922-1218, ext 1006.

After floods, boaters reminded to help stem spread of 
invasive zebra mussels by draining all water from vessels

AUSTIN— Boaters in Texas are 
being reminded that their actions 
are critical to help stem the spread 
of invasive zebra mussels. Despite 
recent flooding that some feared 
might spread the dangerous 
nuisance species, experts say that 
boaters who “Clean, Drain and Dry” 
their boats, trailers and gear before 
traveling from one Texas waterway 
to another are still key to containing 
the costly problem.

While recent rains have helped 
refill drought-parched reservoirs, 
rivers and bays across Texas, 
experts say this could potentially 
help spread the zebra mussels 
downstream. Zebra mussel larvae, 
called veligers, are suspended in 
the water column for a month or 
so after spawning, and they are 
readily transported downstream with 
flowing water. This is especially true 
now, at a time of year when zebra 
mussels are spawning, because 
there are likely many veligers in the 
water and they can be moved a long 
distance downstream in the flows 
Texas is now experiencing.

“However, despite the danger of 
flood distribution, zebra mussels are 
also susceptible to rough conditions 
caused by floods, such as water 
turbulence, turbidity (cloudy water), 
and low oxygen levels,” said Brian 
Van Zee, Inland Fisheries Regional 
Director in Waco for Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department. “So these 
flood conditions could potentially 
help by causing high levels of zebra 
mussel mortality. Right now it’s hard 
to say what impact the flooding will 
have on zebra mussel populations. 
We probably won’t really know for 
months, as we continue monitoring 
efforts.”

Van Zee said that while flooding 
can spread zebra mussels down-
stream within the same river basin, 
the only way zebra mussels would 
likely move to another basin would 
be via boaters or interbasin trans-
fers of water through pipelines from 
one lake or river basin to another. 
Right now, the Red River, Trinity 
River, and Brazos River systems are 
the only river basins where zebra 
mussels have been found.

“Besides the Red, Brazos and 
Trinity basins, all the other river 
basins in the state are still unin-
fested, and boaters’ actions are 
still absolutely vital to help prevent 
zebra mussels from spreading to 
any new river basins,” Van Zee 
said. “Boaters getting informed and 
taking action to help is still our best 
defense.”

Boaters won’t be unsupported. A 
coalition of river authorities, water 
districts and municipalities across 
the state, led by the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department, is invest-
ing more than $400,000 in a zebra 
mussel public information campaign; 
the largest such investment in public 
awareness since zebra mussels 
were discovered in Texas in 2009.

It is illegal to possess or transport 
any prohibited aquatic invasive spe-
cies in Texas. Since zebra mussel 
veligers are invisible to the naked 
eye, boaters must drain all water 
from their boat and all receptacles 
on board when traveling on a public 
road to or from a public water body 
in Texas.

Shark mania won’t take a bite out of non-swimmers’ summer
By Celia Rivenbark
Tribune News Service (TNS)

In the coastal Carolinas, where 
I live, there have been 11 shark 
attacks on our beaches this 
summer. This is the most recorded 
in one year since they started keep-
ing records of that kind of thing 80 
years ago.

All this shark-bite business has 
created a bizarre summer in which 
I don’t so much venture into the 
ocean that is only seven miles from 
my house as observe it from a safe 
distance, which I like to describe as 
“the mall instead.”

It’s probably going to hurt our 
tourism industry because you can’t 
hardly turn on the national news 
without some poor sap telling Al 
Roker that the shark “sounded like 
a freight train.” 

No, wait. That’s a tornado. But 
while I am sorry about the real 
victims, I have little patience for the 
fame-seekers who are whining to 
the TV cameras every time a big 
ol’ conch shell bumps them on the 

shin. (“Well it FELT like a shark”)
I don’t personally feel threatened 

because, truth be told, I’m more 
of an “up to my knees just to cool 
off” kind of beachgoer. There are a 
couple of reasons for this. 

For example, everyone knows 
that you always have to wait 30 
minutes after eating before you 
should go in the water and, let’s be 
honest, I’ve never spent more than 
30 minutes without eating SOME-
THING so that’s kind of a deal 
breaker.

I grew up being told that it was 
“against the law” to go in the water 
right after eating, that you had to 
wait at least 30 minutes, preferably 
45. 

The reason was that you might 
get some sort of PB&J induced gut 
cramp that would, I guess, make 
you too sick to swim safely back 
to shore where everyone else was 
obediently biding their time and 
safely digesting.

But the bigger reason that I don’t 
go into the ocean beyond my knees 

is that I never learned how to swim.
Over the years, whenever I tell 

someone I can’t swim, it’s as if I’ve 
revealed that I spend my spare time 
writing serial killers in prison. Look, 
it’s embarrassing and a little weird 
not knowing how to swim, but it’s 
not the worst thing in the world. 

Almost always the horror gives 
way fairly quickly to a look of exag-
gerated pity and an earnest offer to 
“teach you how; really, I would love 
to.” This is always said in a slow, 
calm tone that sounds suspiciously 
like baby talk. Because, now, in 
their eyes, you are actually kind of 
“challenged.”

I wait for the inevitable question: 
“So why did you never learn to 
swim?” And I answer them honestly 
by saying that I spent my sum-
mers learning Mandarin, inventing 
vaccines and writing harpsichord 
music.

The real truth? I have no idea 
why I never learned. And now, well, 
I’m old-ish. 

But unbitten.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 Neutral hue
5 Book of legends?
10 Irreverent radio host
14 Become painfully dry
15 Airboat area
16 Narrow margin
17 Hardly noticeable amount
18 Black-eyed peas dish
20 Like some Netflix movies
22 Wore a belittling look

23 Notable gap
26 More pleasant
27 Pretend nothing’s going on
31 Empty the recycle bin, e.g.
32 Petri dish gel
33 Cast off
37 Informal pass
38 “Also sprach Zarathustra” 
composer
41 Miner issue
42 Reunion attendee

44 Third Pillar of Islam subject
45 Short stroke
47 Brunch fare
50 Bygone Detroit brewery
52 Gas leak warnings
53 Starts a revolution
55 Comparable to, with “with”
59 Country star with an un-country-
like name
62 What “will keep us together,” in 
a 1975 hit
63 Hamburg’s river
64 “Transcendental” Liszt piece
65 Blunted blade
66 Downhill coaster
67 Pitching scout’s device
68 Lowly worker

Down
1 Bounce back
2 Uppercut target
3 It’s tender in Johannesburg
4 Market advances
5 Picnic area barrel
6 __-Face: duplicitous Batman foe
7 __ cat
8 Rock concert gear
9 Dreidels and pinwheels
10 Adds to a conversation, as a 
remark
11 “A Visit From St. Nicholas” poet 
Clement Clarke __
12 Seat finder
13 Delight
19 Frau’s refusal
21 Draws back in fear
24 Hairbrush targets
25 Gable/Gardner classic set in 
Africa
27 Actress Olin
28 __ hygiene
29 Pearl Harbor locale
30 Led to
34 Native Arizonans
35 Obama attorney general Holder
36 Bit of hail damage
39 Swiss luxury watchmaker
40 Strict
43 Deserved
46 Source of TV revenue
48 “Crikey!”
49 Midday tryst
50 Compete in a bee
51 34-Down, e.g.
53 Luau strings
54 Arg. miss
56 Religious leader associated with 
the ends of the four longest puzzle 
answers
57 State as fact
58 Great Barrier __
60 Future bloom
61 Oral health org.
(c)2015 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
ONE  TWO  SIX  TEN  FIVE  THREE  SEVEN  EIGHT  FIFTY  SIXTY  THIRTY  EIGHTY  SEVENTY
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: MOUSE  CHESS  RECTOR  WAITER
Answer: What the luxury liners need to serve their passengers -- CRUISE CREWS

Tribune Content Agency
ARIES (March 21-April 19): Be 

guided by your inner voice. You may 
experience conflicts in your family, 
home and work life in the week 
ahead. If you get a chance, get 
away from the hustle and bustle to 
meditate.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Stay 
in balance. Your personal outlook 
could go from one extreme to the 
other in the week ahead. Your mood 
may swing from confident to pes-
simistic to extravagant.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Those 
who are overly idealistic are often 

disappointed. As the week unfolds, 
you may be sensitive to nuance 
or over-sympathetic. Keep an eye 
on your possessions and bank 
account; an unexpected change 
could be beneficial.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
When it’s good, it’s very good, and 

when it’s bad, it’s horrid. In the 
week ahead, your life will run most 
smoothly when you can demon-
strate your trustworthiness and 
loyalty. Avoid competitions.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): It’s 
complicated! You may have the urge 
to make major changes, but at the 
same time want everything to stay 
the same. As you pick and choose 
in the week ahead, remain loyal to 
existing commitments for the best 
results.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Trade 
tradition for trustworthiness. The 
week ahead might offer opportuni-
ties to experiment with new ideas 
or unusual pleasures. When you’re 
with people you trust, you can let 
your hair down.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Tides 
always turn. They may turn more 
quickly where your love life is 
concerned. People who pop into 
your life this week might pop right 
out again. Enjoy unique experi-
ences, but don’t put your money on 
the line.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): New 
romantic partners could turn out to 
have hang-ups. New friends, ideas 
and impulses are best considered 
ships passing in the night. Don’t let 

social matters or sudden impulses 
interfere with the work on your 
calendar this week.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Put your best foot forward. This 
week, you can please some of the 
people some of the time, but not 
all of the people all of the time. Put 
financial negotiations or contracts 
on the back burner for a few days.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Watch for signals and signs. In the 
week ahead, if things run smoothly, 
you’re on the right path. If you must 
jockey for position or forcefully 
make a point, you might prevail but 
it won’t be worth the turmoil.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Be 
a hospitable host. Open the door 
and invite new places, faces and 
ideas into your life. Sound advice 
from a mentor or the wisdom of 
a friend could prevent you from 
making a major mistake in the week 
ahead.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
You’re in your element doing what 
you do best. When called upon to 
do a good deed or lend a helping 
hand, you’ll shine in the upcoming 
week. Don’t create a new obligation, 
however, or expect something in 
return.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

Bulletin  Horoscope
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