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Campers “discover” buried artifacts in the archaeology segment 
at The Brazoria County Parks Department’s Nature Camp at Camp 
Mohawk recently. The segment, ramrodded by Jennifer Caulkins 
of the County Historical Museum, introduced the children to basic 
aspects of field archaeology.  SEE INSIDE FOR MORE PARKS NEWS

Kids learn about nature, archaeology

By Tom Purcell
Special to The Bulletin

Here’s something I miss more each summer: the drive-in movie theater.
It’s a uniquely American creation, after all.
According to Kerry Segrave, author of “Drive-in Theaters: A History from 

Their Inception in 1933,” only two other countries, Canada and Australia, 
were able to come close to America’s “intense love affair with drive-ins.”

In order for drive-ins to spring up over America during the post-World War 
II boom, a unique blend of conditions had to exist.

First, there had to be an abundance of relatively inexpensive land, as 
drive-ins take up a lot of real estate - and America had lots of affordable 
farmland near our newly formed suburbs.

Second, there had to be wealth. Families needed to not only be able to 
afford comfortable automobiles but to also “enjoy an emotional relationship” 
with them.

“A country whose inhabitants regarded automobiles as simply a mode of 
convenience to get from A to B would never develop a drive-in industry of 

Who misses 
the drive-in 

movies?
By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

I cut open the package that 
contained the smallest Bluetooth 
I have ever seen (for a price that I 
was willing to pay).

Since I am a certified geek 
when it comes to these things, I 
could not wait to start using it.

It fits in 
my ear, and 
the sound is 
incredible. 
While most of 
these gadgets 
bother my ear 
canal, this one 
doesn’t. So, it’s 
perfect, right?

Not really. As it activated 
and paired for the first time, the 
Bluetooth announced everything 
in Chinese. At least, I think it’s 
Chinese.

It’s not English, or German, or 
Hungarian, or any other languages 
I recognize. This was Chinese or 
another Asian language. But prob-
ably Chinese.

I know it was made in China. I 
had it shipped from there because 
I could not find one this size in our 
electronics stores here. But still, 
I need for this gadget to learn to 
speak English. Or at least one of 
the three languages I know.

The instructions were helpful. 
Pretty clear. Just follow these few 
steps, and the Bluetooth will start 
talking in English. But there was a 
problem. It refused.

Each time I tried to reset it, 
the Bluetooth just turned off. It 
was respectful, though, and said 
goodbye - in Chinese.

I sent off a message to the 
seller and received a quick reply. 
“So sorry you have problem,” 
he or she wrote back, and then 

RAMBLINGS

Library book sale set for end of July
The Brazoria County Library 

System will be having a book sale 
at the Angleton Library July 28-30.  

The semi-annual sale features 
books, audiobooks, dvds and 
more - materials withdrawn from 
the collections of the 12 branches 
throughout the county, and from 
items donated by the public. Most 
items sell for $1 or less. Money 
from the sale is used to support the 
summer reading program and other 
library projects. 

Location: Angleton Library, 401 
E. Cedar St.

Dates/Times: Thursday, July 28, 
5 to 8 p.m.; Friday, July 29, 9 a.m. 
to 6 p.m.; Saturday, July 30, 9 a.m. 
to 6 p.m.

For further information or to vol-
unteer, call Library Administration. 
In the west or central areas of Bra-
zoria County, call (979) 864-1505, 
in the Brazosport area, dial (979) 
388-1505, and in the northern part 
of the county, call (281) 756-1505.
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RED TOP, BRAZORIA: Now 
hiring cook and cashiers. Must be 
punctual and have reliable transpor-
tation. Apply in person ar Red Top 
Restaurant, Hwy. 36, Brazoria.

 IT LOOKS LIKE OUR DAYS ARE NUMBERED: A young man 
who was pulled over in Huzhou, China, for 27 previous traffic violations 
told police that he was a member of a royal family from another planet in 
the Milky Way, and that he would destroy the Earth if they towed his car. 
They towed it anyway.

WHAT!? ME TOO!? A few minutes after a man was pulled over and 
taken into custody for drunken driving near Ocala, Fla., his older sister 
drove up and started arguing with the trooper over the arrest. She was 
also arrested for drunken driving.

IN THE MOOD: Police saw a jeep illegally parked in a handicap spot 
in Cleveland and found a woman and man in a state of undress, passed 
out inside, as the result of alcohol. They woke him and asked what the 
story was. He replied, “When the mood hits.”

NEVAH CATCH US, BABY: Members of a rap group and dozens of 
their associates were arrested for credit card fraud after they released a 
song bragging about the fact that they scammed high-end stores in New 
York City out of hundreds of thousands of dollars worth of merchandise,

NOT SO TOUGH NOW: A man broke into a home in Talladega, 
Ala., and was confronted by an 11-year-old boy who he cursed at and 
threatened to kill. So the kid took his father’s handgun and shot the guy in 
the leg. The kid said the burglar “started crying like a little baby.”

PUT THIS GUY ON RETAINER: An attorney was left alone in the 
judge’s chambers in Kyzyl, Russia, to study incriminating papers reveal-
ing the blood-alcohol level of his client, who had been involved in a drunk 
driving accident. Unaware that there were closed circuit cameras record-
ing him, he ate the documents to help get the guy off.

YOU CALL THAT EVIDENCE? Police in Connecticut arrested 
a man after he posted videos of 23 incidents of reckless driving from 
Bridgeport to East Haven on his Instagram account.

HEY, I WAS ONLY TRYING TO HELP: Even though he was 
drunk, a 20-year-old man posed as a state trooper and set up a drunken-
driving checkpoint on Route 601 in Somerset, Pa., stopping motorists at 
4 in the morning and demanding to see their IDs. One of them called the 
real cops who came and arrested him for drunken driving.

OK, LESSON LEARNED: A single father, who had often warned his 
teenagers not to let strangers into their Westlake, Ohio, home, decided 
to test them. He had a friend pose as an ex-convict and ask to come in. 
When they let him in, he started threatening them, so they locked them-
selves in their room, jumped out the window and and called the cops. 
Now the adults face charges.

I’M WARNING YOU, DON’T BLOW MY COVER: A young man 
had a meal and a couple of drinks at a burger joint in New York City, then 
refused to pay, writing on the check that he is an “NYPD informant,” and 
telling the owner that he is underage, and would report him for serving 
drinks to a minor if he made him pay. The owner called the cops, who 
revealed that the kid is not an informant, and arrested him.

any extent,” writes Segal.
The next ingredient necessary to 

the success of the drive-in theater 
was large baby boom families.

Whereas taking the kids to an 
indoor theater in the city was a 
costly hassle, the drive-in was 

convenient and affordable. Parents 
could load all of the kids into the car, 
enjoy their family theater event, then 
return home with minimal hassle.

At a time when mom and dad 
wore formal wear to the office every 
day, the last thing they wanted to 
do on the weekends was dress up 

– and the younger kids could be 
dressed in pajamas, allowing mom 
and dad to put them directly to bed 
as soon as they returned home.

The first large-scale drive-in 
movie theater was built in Camden, 
N.J. in 1933, the brainchild of a 

young entrepreneur, Richard Hol-
lingshead.

His idea wouldn’t catch on in big 
numbers until after World War II – in 
part because of Hollywood moguls 
who only screened their A features 
in the movie theaters they owned. 
Drive-in theaters were limited to B 
features until 1949, when the courts 
broke up Hollywood’s monopoly 
system.

Another change happened in 
1949. Hollingshead lost his patent 
on the drive-in movie concept, and 
outdoor theaters began popping 
up everywhere. The ‘50s and ‘60s 
became the golden era of the 
drive-in theater with nearly 5,000 in 
operation across America.

Some argue that federal laws 
mandating an extended Daylight 
Saving Time in the early ‘70s 
– which made the shows start an 
hour later – is what began to kill the 
drive-in phenomenon. But there are 
lots of other reasons for its decline.

As the suburbs continued 
expanding, real estate costs 
soared. Increasing lawsuits 
eliminated the drive-in playground 

and insurance costs soared. The 
family unit began to change in 
the late ‘70s into the ‘80s – fami-
lies had fewer children and lots 
more divorce. Increasing fuel 
costs caused cars to get smaller 
– making them less suitable to a 
comfortable drive-in experience.

One of my last great drive-in 
memories dates to 1969, when my 
parents took my five sisters and 
I to see “Herbie the Love Bug.” 
My father tested several parking 
spots before finding a speaker that 
worked.

Soon, the blue sky fell dark and 
the film projector began rattling 
behind the concession stand. Black 
and white numbers – “5, 4, 3, 2, 
1...” – flashed onto the screen. 
Yellowed 1950’s footage advertised 
hot dogs, popcorn and other con-
cession items. And then the feature 
film would begin, and our eventful 
family outing kicked into high gear.

So I am nostalgic for the golden 
era of the American drive-in, a his-
toric slice of Americana that I long 
for this time every year.
© 2016 Tom Purcell. 

(Continued from Page 1)

Remember when you could hop in your car, and go with friends to a drive-in movie theater?
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

DANGEROUS JOB
Q. They risk death for you, fight 

crime and are tough as super-
heroes to boot.  Who are these 
praiseworthy folks?

A. No, they’re not police officers 
or firefighters but rather everyday 
garbage collectors, who face dan-
gerous situations more often than 
you might imagine, reports Samuel 
Anderson in “Mental Floss” maga-
zine. “With 33 fatalities per 100,000 
employees a year, sanitation work 
is one of America’s deadliest jobs 
—- two to three times as dangerous 
as being a police officer and seven 
times as dangerous as firefighting.”  
Also, in some areas they’re “neigh-
borhood watchpeople” who report 
suspicious activity to police.

As to their superhero status, back 
in the 1940s, sanitation workers in 
New York City were required “to lift 
a 120-pound trash can onto a tall 
ledge, climb an eight-foot fence, 
and run a football field with 50 
pounds in each hand” (the so-called 
“Superman” test, which has since 
been relaxed).

Interested in joining their ranks?  
Not so fast!  In 2014, out of 96,000 
job applicants in New York City, 
only 500 were hired, for an accep-
tance rate of less than one percent, 

making the field “more cutthroat 
than Harvard’s six percent.”

HOW NOBLE WAS NOBEL?
Q. He was said to be “the mer-

chant of death” - quite a powerful 
indictment. But did the pronounce-
ment get it right?

A. Gunpowder goes back to 
ninth-century China but not until 
the mid-1800s were detonators 
developed and dynamite invented, 
reports “Time” magazine’s special 
edition on “Great Scientists.”  

The inventor was Swedish 
chemist, engineer and arms 
manufacturer Alfred Nobel(1833-
1896) and his invention made him 
rich.  But a year before he died, he 
redirected his fortune to establish 
the Nobel Prizes, perhaps after 
reading “his own obituary” in a 
French newspaper: “The merchant 
of death is dead.  Dr. Alfred Nobel, 
who became rich by finding ways 
to kill more people faster than ever 
before, died yesterday.”  

Actually it was Alfred’s brother, 
Ludvig, who had died, but the 
mistake proved consequential to 
Nobel’s place in history.

ARE YOU SMARTER THAN 
A MOSQUITO? 

Q. This is not to say that mos-
quitoes are smarter than you, but 
as “Science News” magazine puts 
it, “Good luck outsmarting one of 
them.”  Why?

A. The ways mosquitoes have 
for sensing the presence of bitable 
bodies are “annoyingly robust,” 
says the magazine’s Susan Milius.  
As chemical ecologist Ben Webster 
noted in one study, the carbon diox-
ide (CO2) in exhaled breath betrays 
a living target, and “blood-hunting 
mosquitoes prove sensitive to the 
merest whiff of CO2,” even as little 
as 0.015% above regular air.

Now a new report in “Current 
Biology” by Floris van Breugel of 
Caltech suggests that mosquitoes 
use other clues since CO2 plumes 
can get scattered.  For example, 
researchers found that plastic filters 
and dark spots that contrasted with 
the flooring piqued the insects’ 
interest.  Added to visual contrasts 
was the lure of heat since warm 
objects didn’t require the puff of 
CO2 as a trigger.  Their conclusion: 
“The interactions of these clues 
mean that a mosquito catching an 
exhalation of CO2 can fumble along 
until some visually interesting or 
warm object invites closer scrutiny.” 

A final warning comes from the 
study’s co-author, neuroscientist 
Michael Dickinson:  Mosquitoes 
make mistakes, “but when they fly 
to a rock instead of a person, they 
pull back and try again. And again.  
‘It’s the relentlessness that ensures 
success.’”  Watch out!    
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

Please let our advertisers know that 
you saw their ad in The Bulletin
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Applying for federal assistance for the May storms is a free, no-obligation two-step process
AUSTIN, Texas – Applying for 

federal disaster assistance for the 
May storms is a two-step process. 

Taking those two steps ensures 
consideration for all FEMA pro-
grams and the U.S. Small Business 

Administration disaster loans.
    Step 1: Register with FEMA.
    Step 2: Complete and return a 

no-obligation loan application from 
the SBA.

Assistance from FEMA can help 
jump-start the recovery; it may not 
cover all damage or property loss. 
Completing the SBA loan application 
may make FEMA assistance avail-
able to replace essential household 
items, replace or repair a damaged 
vehicle or pay for storage costs.

Texans can register with FEMA 
the following ways:

• online at www.DisasterAssistan
ce.gov;

• phone 800-621-3362 (FEMA). 
Persons who are deaf, hard of hear-
ing or have a speech disability and 
use a TTY may call 800-462-7585. 
Applicants who use 711 or Video 
Relay Service may also call 800-
621-3362. The toll-free numbers are 
open from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m., seven 

days a week. Multilingual operators 
are available.

Many Texans who register with 
FEMA will receive an automated call 
from SBA with information on how 
to complete the loan application 
process. These low-interest SBA 
loans are the major source of fund-
ing for disaster recovery. There is no 
charge to apply.

Disaster loan information and 
application forms are available 
online at SBA.gov/disaster, from 
SBA’s Customer Service Center by 
calling 800-659-2955 or emailing 
DisasterCustomerService@sba.gov. 
Individuals who are deaf or hard of 
hearing may call 800-877-8339.

Applicants may apply online for 
an SBA loan using the electronic 
loan application at the secure web-
site, DisasterLoan.sba.gov/ela.
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Why moms sleep less during pregnancy?
By Sue Hubbard, M.D.
www.kidsdr.com

Why is it that as you get further 
into your pregnancy you sleep less?

 I am sure that it is just a factor of 
being “bigger,” and as one mother 
said to me, “having another human 
inhabit your body.”

 It is often hard to find a comfort-
able position to sleep in, and even 
if you do, the baby may not want to 
stop moving when it is your bedtime.

 But I also think that a lack of 
sleep during pregnancy prepares a 
mother (and father, who often says 
his wife keeps him up) to be new 
parents. 

It is just foreshadowing of the 
weeks to come when you bring that 
newborn home from the hospital. 
You have already learned to “sur-
vive” with less sleep.

The first few weeks at home with 
that most precious baby is really just 
about survival. I don’t care what you 
read, or how many classes you take, 
there really are no “rules” or “tricks” 
to get through the first six to eight 
weeks of being a new (or seasoned) 
parent.  

I tell my parents the only “rule” 
is that the babies MUST sleep on 
their backs. Other than that, try to 
do the feed, play, sleep routine that 
you think will just happen, but know 

THE KID’S DOCTOR

at times your baby just does not 
want to go to sleep when you want 
them to! 

They are not abnormal, and you 
are not a “bad” parent. They are just 
newborns with developing brains 
and sleep cycles. I promise, this too 
shall pass, and longer sleep cycles 
will come.

So, if you are awake one night 
toward the end of your pregnancy 
and reading this, look at the bright 
side. Your body is just getting you 
even more prepared to be a “great” 
parent. You already know how to 
survive with interrupted and less 
sleep.

(Dr. Sue Hubbard is an award-
winning pediatrician, medical 
editor and media host. “The Kid’s 
Doctor” TV feature can be seen 
on more than 90 stations across 
the U.S. Submit questions at http:
//www.kidsdr.com. The Kid’s Doctor 
e-book, “Tattoos to Texting: Parent-
ing Today’s Teen,” is now available 
from Amazon and other e-book 
vendors.)
(c) 2016, KIDSDR.COM. DISTRIBUTED 
BY TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

If you like what you see, pick up 
another copy for a friend or let them 
know that we are also avaliable at 
www.mybulletinnewspaper.com.
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Please let your friends that The Bulletin also can be 
read online at:mybulletinnewspaper.com

Look for us on 
Facebook

Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Most important way to find comfort 
when mourning is through God

My Answer by Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: My mother died recently after suffering for years with cancer. 
The hardest part has been having people tell me what a blessing it 
was that she died, since she’d suffered so much. Well, maybe so, 
but don’t they realize how much I miss her? Hardly anyone ever 
expresses any concern for my loss. - Mrs. N.R.

A: I can certainly understand your feelings; I’ve often seen this happen, 
both in my own life and the lives of others. Don’t conclude, however, that 
your friends are unconcerned about you, or don’t understand your grief. 
Many do (even if they don’t express it very well), because they too have 
lost loved ones.

People often feel inadequate or awkward in the face of death, and 
they may not know what to say to someone who has been touched by 
the loss of a loved one. Their words may be well intentioned, but (as 
you’ve discovered) they may not always be well chosen. Sometimes, I’ve 
discovered, it’s best to say very little when we first meet a bereaved friend; 
simply being there will be a great comfort to them. Later God may give us 
opportunities to speak more fully with them. 

But listen: Even if others don’t understand your grief, God does - and 
He wants to assure you of His constant love and presence. If you have 
never done so, turn to Christ and welcome Him into your life. You can trust 
His promise: “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted” 
(Matthew 5:4).

In addition, don’t hesitate to share your grief with a few close friends or 
relatives. They’ll understand your hurt, and they’ll want to help share your 
burden. The Bible says, “Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way, you 
will fulfill the law of Christ” (Galatians 6:2).

proceeded to give me a new set of 
instructions, which looked much like 
the old set.

Until I find a solution, callers’ 
numbers are announced in Chinese. 
That doesn’t help right now, but with 
time, I’ll get the numbers from 0 
through 9 down and will be able to 
know who is calling without looking 
at the screen.

I suspect that I’ll find the magic 
button pushing combinations one 
of these days. There is only one 
button, but I have to push it various 
ways. The whole thing fits in my ear. 
They only had room for one button.

I had another Bluetooth that 
started doing this. It switched from 
English to Chinese in the middle of 
its operation. I must have pushed 
some buttons on that one, but have 
yet to figure which ones and in 
which sequence.

Technology can be frustrating at 
times, even for the geeksters.

“You should have bought an 
American one,” suggested one 
friend.

So, when was the last time any-
thing electronic like this was made 
in the USA? Most of the manufactur-
ing has been in China for decades. 
The only thing I did different was 
that I went straight into the Chinese 

market and bought from a vendor 
there because I could not find the 
product in a local store.

Even the iPhone is made in 
China, although the profits go to 
Apple, to be parked offshore to 
avoid U.S. taxes.

My daughter brought me a coffee 
cup from the Eiffel Tower in Paris. 
She bought it at the gift shop in the 
tower. I really like that cup, and it 
will never be filled with any kind of 
beverage. But when I looked on the 
bottom, there it was, the “Made in 
China” sticker.

It came in a nice paper bag that 
states: “Tour Eiffel, Boutique Offici-
elle.” It does not say where the bag 
came from, but I would bet China.

But that’s just a sidebar remark. 

This is not what the inventor of the 
Bluetooth, Jim Kardach, envisioned 
in 1997.

That’s right, the Bluetooth’s name 
origin has nothing to do with China. 
Its name is affiliated with the Vikings 
and King Harald Bluetooth, who 
united dissonant Danish tribes into 
a single kingdom and, according to 
legend, introduced Christianity as 
well.

When Kardach invented the 
Bluetooth, he happened to be read-
ing a book about the ancient king, 
and decided to name his invention 
after him.

Pretty interesting way to end the 
column, huh? Next week I may even 
go into how some other inventions 
and companies were named.

(Continued from Page 1)

I’m getting a mini language course from my Bluetooth
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Things you should not do on a summer vacation in Mexico
By Peter Funt
Special to The Bulletin

MONTEREY, Calif. — Having 
read dire predictions about TSA 
delays at airports this summer, my 
wife and I decided to get our vaca-
tion out of the way in mid-June.

We rose before dawn to learn that 
United Airlines had canceled our 6 
a.m. flight due to “severe weather.” 
This was puzzling since the weather 
was clear and mild along the entire 
West Coast.

The agent on the phone said 
we had two choices: try again in 
24 hours, or get ourselves to San 
Francisco, 125 miles away, requiring 
a cab ride that was more costly than 
the airfare itself.

At SFO the taxi driver said we 
could pay with a credit card – a 
great relief until I discovered that 
after taking out my wallet to phone 
the airline - I had left it on the desk 
at home. No credit card; moreover, 
no driver’s license.

We used Amy’s card to pay the 
driver, but I felt some trepidation 
taking a flight to Mexico with a pass-
port but no driver’s license. I feared 
the Avis folks in Cabo San Lucas 
might have a problem with that.

My office in California emailed a 
fuzzy black-and-white photo of an 
old Xerox of my license that expired 
10 years ago. Would that suffice? 
Si. But the clerk said he wasn’t sure 

Mexican cops would agree.
By the way, did you know that 

Cabo has a speedy new highway 
from the airport to the beach area? 
And did you know that this road 
is so poorly marked that you can 
easily overshoot your destination by 
25 kilometers?

I decided to ask for directions at 
a small food store where my lack of 
Spanish was equaled by the clerk’s 
lack of English.

I finally lurched our rental car 
into the hotel parking lot in time for 
dinner, which included a bowl of 
oddly crunchy guacamole. It turns 
out that Mexicans there like their 
guac with chopped grasshoppers.

Speaking of strange dining 
experiences, let me say this about 
our meal the following night at a 
Japanese restaurant called Nick 
San. We were presented with a tray 
of small white puff balls which Amy 
said, as she reached to eat one, 
were tofu.

Then the waiter poured boiling 
water on the little balls and they 
grew in size. If you are served these 
puffs on your vacation, be advised 
they are hand towels.

If you’re not familiar with the 
peso, you’ll want to know that it 
is written with a dollar sign very 
much like ours. A dinner tab of, 
say, $1,750 is probably pesos, and 
you’ll feel foolish scolding the waiter 

before dividing by about 18.
During our weeklong stay, I man-

aged to miss our hotel’s driveway 
after each of our trips off the prop-
erty, requiring two-mile detours up 
the highway to safely turn around.

We suggested to the hotel staff 
that perhaps a sign would help. The 
explanation: Government permis-
sion is required for such signs, and 
while the hotel people have applied, 
they have yet to win approval from 
The Department of the More You 
Pay the Sooner You’ll Get Your 
Sign.

Returning to the Cabo airport for 
our trip home, Amy pulled out her 
immigration form and reminded me 
that I’d need mine. Mine, obtained 
on arrival, was nowhere to be found.

This took me to the airport’s 
Department of Guess What We 
Charge for Replacement Forms. 
Answer: $30 (not pesos, dollars).

The flight home was mercifully 
uneventful, allowing me to reflect on 
what I learned.

• You can lose a room key three 
times in one week, and most hotels 
will just keep giving you a new one.

• Anyone who takes a summer 
vacation in June will probably need 
another before Labor Day.

• As it turned out, I really didn’t 
notice the TSA lines.

Peter Funt can be reached at 
www.CandidCamera.com.



Page 8  THE BULLETIN  July 19, 2016  (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.comwww.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407    November 10, 2015   THE BULLETIN  Page 21

The Brazoria Lions Club named its 2016-2017 at their regular meeting, 
July 11. New officers for 2015-2016 are: President, Jerry Measells; 1st Vice 
President, Roy Edwards; 2nd Vice President, Gary Kersh; 3rd Vice Presi-
dent, Kurt Buchanan; Treasurer, David Jordan; Secretary, Gloria Powell; Tail 
Twister, Roy Compton; and Lion Tamer, Darrell Powell.

The new Board of Directors are: Frank Petteway Sr, “Bubba” Davis, Char-
lotte Hopkins, Carol Ann Davis, Scott McCaskill and Marie Hicks.

In addition to the officer installation, awards were presented to deserving 
Lions, including several 100% attendance and special President’s Awards. 
Outgoing President, Lion Frank Petteway Sr. received an award for his 
service to the organization. Lions Marie Hicks and Carol Ann Davis were 
awarded lifetime memberships from their service as secretary and treasurer, 
respectively.

The Brazoria Lions Club meets the second and fourth Mondays of each 
month. For more information on the club, call (979) 798-4444.

Pictured (from L-R) are: (seated) Directors, Marie Hicks, Scott McCaskill, 
Carol Ann Davis, and “Bubba” Davis.  Standing are: President, Jerry 
Measells; David Jordan, Roy Edwards, Darrell Powell, Gloria Powell, 
Kurt Buchanan, Past President Frank Petteway Sr., Gary Kersh, Roy 
Compton, and. Charlotte Hopkins. 

Brazoria Lions announce new officers

Redheads more prone to skin cancer
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Whether you call them gingers, the devil’s spawn or just-plain sexy, be 
sure to call redheads out of the sun because along with their fiery tresses 
comes a powerful propensity to develop melanoma, a particularly deadly 
form of skin cancer.

And now, scientists are beginning to uncover why redheads — and 
probably the non-gingers who carry a genetic variant common to redheads 
— may be so vulnerable: For those who carry an allele, or gene variant, 
associated with red hair and freckles, cancer-causing genetic mutations 
occur at a rate 42 percent greater than they do for people who don’t carry 
that gene variant.

As a result, the average carrier of at least one problematic variant of the 
melanocortin 1 receptor, or MC1R, gene tends to develop cancer-promot-
ing mutations at roughly the same rate as a person 21 years her senior.

And that’s despite the known tendency of such people to avoid spending 
days in the sun, a factor known to initiate cellular changes leading to skin 
cancer.

Redheads comprise an estimated 1 percent to 2 percent of the world’s 
population, and as much as 10 percent to 13 percent of the population in 
Scotland and Ireland, respectively. 

But they make up 16 percent of the world’s population of melanoma 
patients.
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Like fresh eggs? Rent a chicken for only $110 a month
By Nara Schoenberg
Chicago Tribune (TNS)
CHICAGO — Kelin Petersen 

knew she wanted a chicken.
The Logan Park mother of three 

had confided in her best friend, also 
an admirer of the fluffy barnyard 
bird. 

But it wasn’t until a casual con-
versation with a farm-savvy friend at 
church that Petersen finally saw a 
clear path to her goal.

“You can rent chickens, you 
know,” her friend said. “We don’t 
have enough land to do it, but you 
could totally do it.”

Determined to eat local, live 
green or just do something a little 
different, Chicagoans such as 
Petersen are increasingly renting 
egg-laying hens for the summer. 
The local queen of no-commitment 
chickens, Kellie Burke of Urban 
Chicken Rentals in Wauconda, 

Ill., said she’s renting hens to 11 
families in the city and its suburbs 
this season, up from about four in 
2014. Pennsylvania-based Rent 
the Chicken has one local renter, in 
Oak Park, and rents thousands of 
chickens nationwide, according to 
co-founder Jenn “Homestead Jenn” 
Tompkins.

“It’s brilliant for us, in our season 
of life,” said Petersen, who is renting 
three hens from Burke, including a 
white Easter Egger that lays green 
eggs.

“We just want to know if we can 
handle chickens someday, but we’re 
not ready to fully commit. We live 
in the city, we have kids that are 
young. I love animals, but I wasn’t 
ready to go fully, 100 percent, into 
owning chickens.”

“(Chicken rental) appeals to the 
people who garden, and support 
farmers markets, and send their kids 

to Montessori schools,” Burke said. 
You can know exactly where your 
hen is, what she eats and when she 
laid her egg.

Chicken rental costs roughly $110 
a month, and typically includes two 
or three chickens, feed, dishes, 
bedding, and a sturdy wood and 
wire coop, as well as email, phone 
or text support. Petersen said her 
husband, Carl, who works at an 
internet marketing agency, has 
calculated that they’re paying about 
$1 per egg. 

But for that, she said, you get the 
entertainment value of backyard 
chickens and the flavor of fresh 
eggs.

On the downside, chickens 
produce a lot of droppings, renters 
say, so you may have to do some 

Kelin Petersen’s children, Emmett, 6, and Audrey, 4, feed their rented 
chickens - Cooper and Owl - at their Logan Square home in Chicag. 
(Michael Tercha/Chicago Tribune/TNS)
hosing or raking if you let the birds 
roam the yard. And there is a small 
chance your feathered guest will be 

attacked by a fox or raccoon. Urban 
Chicken Rentals offers free replace-
ment chickens.
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When it comes to computers, I talk a good game while the tech removes the cover and does the rest
By Greg Schwem
Tribune Content Agency

My dog’s incessant barking 
signaled the computer technician’s 
arrival at my front door. This time, I 
vowed, I would be ready.

Prior to his visit, I’d had exactly 
one encounter with an on-site, 
in-home, let-a-complete-stranger-
probe-my-PC technician. It occurred 

in 1996, shortly after the arrival of 
Microsoft’s Windows 95 operating 
system, a landmark product that 
thoroughly confused every com-
puter owner (me included).

 The technician fixed my system 
after “rebooting,” a term previously 
foreign to me but one I soon real-
ized meant “$125 for 15 minutes of 
labor.”  

Since then I vowed to learn as 
much as possible about computers, 
so I wouldn’t be beholden to the 
whims, not to mention the hourly 
rates, of outside help.

  But when my computer failed 
to “boot up” recently, and I heard 
an unfamiliar three-beep sequence 
accompanied by an orange glowing 
power button, I reluctantly decided 

it was time to opt for a second in-
home visit.

 “I ran the repair diagnostics 
tool and have screenshots of each 
session including the root causes,” 
I said as the technician entered my 
office. “By the way, do you accept 
Apple Pay?”

 I waited while he tapped a few 
keys. “If you’re trying to start it in 
‘safe’ mode, I already did that,” I 
said proudly.    

“I assume you’ve taken a look 
inside the system?” he said finally.

“Sure. I told you I ran a diagnos-
tics test on the whole PC,” I said.

“No. I mean, have you actually 
removed the cover and looked 
inside the system?’ he said. “You 
seem pretty tech savvy.”

“Uh no. How do I do that?”
The technician pulled a screw-

driver from his pocket, removed 

the cover and sighed.  “Here’s your 
problem,” he said.

“What? You can already tell?” I 
said.

“Yes. The fan is covered in dust. 
That’s what’s preventing the system 
from starting. You need to clean it 
out every now and then.”

He pulled a can from his bag 
and aimed it directly at the fan. He 
pressed the power button, and the 
computer roared to life, minus the 
three beeps.

“All fixed,” he said. “That will be 
$175 and yes, we do accept Apple 
Pay. You’ll be receiving a short 
survey via email. I’d appreciate a 
good review.”

  “Be happy to,” I said. “I’ll just 
click five stars with the pointy thing.”

  “Excuse me?”
  “Never mind.”

(c) 2016 GREG SCHWEM. 
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: SKIMP  HAVEN  TUMULT  UNWISE
Answer: What happened when the fog lifted at the airport -- IT WASN’T “MIST”

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Inhale inspiration and 
fresh ideas, but exhale an urge to break off and go 
off on your own. Consider ideas that inspire you to 
attempt bigger and better things in the week ahead 
without going off on a tangent.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Watch where you 
put your feet, for the toes you step on may not be 
your own. You’ll feel sociable in the week ahead but 
someone could be too focused on making a profit. Be 
mindful of the feelings of others.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Intelligence has 
impact. Your ideas and words can incite a heated 
discussion or comfortable conversation as this week 
unfolds. Social situations might cause you some con-
fusion when you are pulled two ways.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Place business and 
pleasure at opposite ends of the spectrum in the week 
to come. Attempts to gain the upper hand in business 
through social maneuvering could backfire. Focus your 
energy on creative outlets.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Get ahead of the game. 
Your preference may be to hide away in a peaceful 
nook and meditate. Pay attention to a nagging inner 
voice that tells you a job must be completed. This 
week you can get a jump on the competition.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): You could sit around 
and look pretty or take steps to be beautiful. Head off 
to the gym for a workout or ask a friend to join you in 
a bike ride. Fresh air and exercise can revitalize your 
relationships in the week ahead.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): You may find that your popu-
larity drops like a rock when you focus on business instead 
of pleasure. Think things through before you make major 
purchases in the week ahead. You may be susceptible to 
the hard sell.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Whistle while you work 
your magic this week. You intuitively know what will please 
other people and they hang on your every word. Brain-
storming sessions could lead to major improvements and 
brilliant solutions.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): There’s no need 
to be seen as a moody loner. Those you care about are 
uncomfortable doing some things all on their own. Be a 
good sport this week and join someone on a trip to the 
store or to the movies.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Nothing fuels inspira-
tion and insights like the anticipation of a change. You may 
be anxious to leave your rut as this week unfolds but could 
find that the grass is not much greener on the other side of 
the fence.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Make money manage-
ment work for your profit. Pick up a magazine or buy a 
book. A conversation with a casual friend could elicit bril-
liant ideas and methods to spin your copper pennies into 
gold this week

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): A candle’s own light is 
not diminished if it lights another candle. Unleash your 
creativity and share good ideas and news with others in 
the week ahead. Be wary of bad habits that may rub family 
members the wrong way.

Bulletin  Horoscope

History of the World By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

July 18: ON THIS DATE in A.D. 
64, the Great Fire of Rome began. 
In 1969, campaign worker Mary Jo 
Kopechne died when a car driven 
by Sen. Edward Kennedy plunged 
off a bridge on Chappaquiddick 
Island.

July 19: ON THIS DATE in 
1870, the Franco-Prussian war 
began. In 1979, the Nicaraguan 
capital of Managua fell to Sandinista 
guerrillas, two days after President 
Anastasio Somoza fled the country.

July 20: ON THIS DATE in 
1944, an attempt by dissident 
German officers to assassinate 
Adolf Hitler failed when a bomb 
planted at the Nazi leader’s Rasten-
burg headquarters only wounded 
him. In 1969, Apollo 11 astronauts 
Neil Armstrong and Edwin “Buzz” 
Aldrin became the first men to walk 
on the moon.

July 21: ON THIS DATE in 
1861, the first major battle of the 
Civil War - at Manassas, Va. - ended 
with a Confederate victory. In 1954, 

France surrendered North Vietnam 
to the communists.

July 22: ON THIS DATE in 
1942, gasoline rationing began in 
the United States during World War 
II. In 1967, Jimi Hendrix quit as the 
opening act on the Monkees’ tour.

July 23: ON THIS DATE in 
1914, Austria-Hungary issued 
an ultimatum to Serbia following 
the killing of Archduke Francis 
Ferdinand by a Serb; the dispute 
contributed to the start of World War 
I. In 1967, rioting that claimed 43 
lives erupted in Detroit.

July 24: ON THIS DATE in 
1948, Soviet forces blockaded 
Berlin from the west. In 1974, the 
Supreme Court ruled 8-0 that Presi-
dent Nixon must turn over subpoe-
naed White House tape recordings 
to the Watergate special prosecutor.

Answer to last week’s 
question: This week in 1991, Kirk 
Cameron and Chelsea Noble, stars 
of the TV series “Growing Pains,” 
were married.

This week’s question: What 
was the U.S. motto authorized by 
Congress in 1956?

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

Did you know?
• When urged to make Srircha less spicy, David tran says: “If you don’t like 

it hot, use less. We don’t make mayonnaise here.”
• Textile experts have built a high-tech unsuit for Olympic rowers that 

protects against the bacteria in Rio De Janeiro’s questionable water
• It is estimated that the nightly firework displays at Disney and Disney 

California Adventure park cost $41,000 and $55,000 per show.
• A trained person can walk across hot coals because coal is a poor con-

ductor of heat—it takes time for heat to transfer from coal to skin.
• As of Jan. 1, you won’t be able to buy Styrofoam products in San Fran-

cisco.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 D.C. sports group
5 Hit the roof
15 School acronym
16 Dating term usually abbreviated
17 MSNBC anchor Wagner
18 Specialty brokers
19 Head
20 The Whiffenpoofs of a cappella 
fame

21 Finely contoured
22 Only fair
24 Sherry type
26 Swap magazines
27 Outback order
28 No-brainer?
29 Gifts for aficionados
33 VIP of the USAF
34 Chess grandmaster Spassky
35 Span. title

36 Joint support
39 Disastrous
41 Come (from)
42 They’re assembled at bars
43 Player in eight Super Bowls
46 Herbal beverage
47 Then, in Rennes
48 Boring, maybe
49 Punch line, say
50 Like some sirens
53 Kyrgyzstan border range
54 “Block-Heads” co-star, 1938
55 Temporary place to stay
56 Project planning datum
57 Crimp-haired critters

DOWN
1 Bit of cleverness
2 Admitted
3 “Every Breath You Take” band
4 Pack leader?
5 It’s not a complex number
6 Happy way to walk
7 Temporary places to stay
8 City served by Ben-Gurion airport
9 Author LeShan
10 Husky follower
11 They’re filled and folded
12 Like some brick walls
13 Join
14 Touch-and-go
20 Dakota du Sud, e.g.
23 __ Canals
24 “Angry” adversary in Enid 
Blyton’s “Faraway Tree” series
25 Dogfish Head products
27 Pressure
29 Sound off
30 Passing legislation?
31 Business identifier
32 They go with chips
34 Vivacity
37 Hoop, for one
38 Take offense
39 Venom source
40 Flying fig.
42 Unattached
43 L.A.-based brewery
44 Prince Valiant’s bride
45 “Path __”: 2002 LBJ biopic
46 “Woman With a Parasol” painter
48 Pre-euro currency
51 Monopoly token that replaced 
the iron
52 Cabinet dept. created under LBJ
53 One on the links
(c)2016 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
RADIUM  COPPER  CARBON  NICKEL  SILVER  HELIUM
Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   July 19, 2016    THE BULLETIN  Page 13

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

Did you know?

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

• In 2009, a toddler choking on a Pop Tart was saved by Willie the parrot, 
who yelled: “Mama baby,” and flapped his wings until an adult came.

• In New York City, tax exemptions for religious institutions add up to more 
than $650 million annually, or about one percent of the city’s budget.

• Smart watches and fitness trackers can reveal personal PINs to hackers 
through the trajectories of the user’s hand.

• Jupiter has the shortest day of any planet in the solar system, comleting 
a single rotation in less than 10 hours.

• The adult coloring book trend is causing a global pencil shortage.
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sNine County Parks.
sA group campground with air-

conditioned dormitories, cabins, lake 
& bayou fishing, swimming pool & 
wooded trails.

sTwo full-service RV campgrounds 
with air-conditioned cabins, lighted 
fishing areas, covered pavilions, 
playground on the coast.

s23 miles of sandy beaches.
s20 public boat ramps.
sHistorical homes.
sCoastal ecology center.
sBird watching.
sShelling (peak season Dec.-Feb.)
sYear-round Adventure Programs.
sYear-round special events.
Administrative offices
313 W. Mulberry
Angleton, TX. 77515
(979) 864-1541
Brazoria County Parks Director 
Bryan Frazier
Board of Park Commissioners
Chairman: Meta Kirby 
Vice Chairman: Paul Wofford, Jr.
Secretary: Joyce Peltier
Commissioners: Dorman David-

son, Rex Lloyd, Rebecca Golden, 
Alvie Merrill

SPONSORS
             The Bulletin

Platinum ($2,000)
BASF Corporation 

Dow Chemical Company
Freeport LNG
Gold ($1,500)

Warehouse Associates (Pirates Alley 
Café, Ocean Village Hotel, Beach 
House Associates), The Bulletin

Silver ($1,000)
Meyerland Custom Home Renovation LLC

Bronze ($500)
Town of Quintana

We also thank the many volunteers 
who help clean the beaches, stake out 
trees and sand fencing, lend a hand 
with programs, and add so much to the 
county’s parks and to our communities. To 
become a sponsor, or to volunteer in our 
programs, call (979) 864-1541, or email 
jamesg @brazoria-county.com.

Come explore the near-shore sea life
Young beach-goers discovered early this month that calm, clear waters 

are not  required for a fascinating day at the beach.  A wide variety of 
near-shore sea life lent itself to a hands-on program in which volunteers 
joined park staff in drawing a seine through the breakers at Quintana 
Beach County Park.  Although it was difficult work, considering the sizes 
of the children, the results were wonderful. The park maintains a 40-foot 
seine just for this program, which will continue on suitable Saturdays 
through early August.  

The program is free, but subject to weather and surf conditions.  For 
information, contact the park at (979) 233-1461.

Finding the most – These youngsters are racing to see who can find 
the most, and the most interesting, creatures captured in a seine, 
which was drawn through the surf at Quintana Beach County Park.  

Brazoria County Parks Director Bryan Frazier holds a red-tailed hawk 
during a presentation to kids at the Brazoria County Library in Angleton. 
Each year, Ruby Lewis (seated) coordinates numerous outreach programs 
through the Cradle of Texas Master Naturalists program to teach kids about 
native wildlife species. More than 100 kids attended this presentation of alli-
gators, snakes, turtles, and birds. The hawk is an ambassador bird from the 
Gulf Coast Wildlife Rehabilitation Center in Richwood. For more information 
about upcoming Brazoria County library or park events, visit www.brazoriaco
untytx.gov. 

Children learn about Texas wildlife

Contractors working for the state’s General Land Office have been 
busily engaged in cleaning up Follett’s Beach.  Amazingly, they were 
able to clean the beaches in time for the July 4th holiday.
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Schedule of events
Saturdays (TBA) July – August, 10-11:30 a.m. - Searching for Sea Life 

at Quintana Beach County Park.  Help park rangers drag the seine (net) 
through the surf and discover sea life native to the Gulf of Mexico. Open 
to the public. Program dates subject to weather and surf conditions.  For 
information, contact the park at (979) 233-1461.

Sunday, June 26, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. - Basic Field Archery at Camp Mohawk 
County Park. Learn the basics of field archery with instructor Marvin Hall.  All 
equipment provided. Space is limited.To pre-register, contact Camp Mohawk 
County Park at (281) 581-2319.

Saturday, Sept. 17 - Texas Navy Day Celebration. Celebrate the Repub-
lic of Texas Navy at Surfside. Interact with costumed interpreters at Jetty 
Park and peruse vendor booths at Town Hall. For information, call (979) 
864-1541.

Saturday, Sept. 24 - Texas Adopt-A-Beach Fall Clean-Up.  Volunteers 
gather at 9 a.m. in Surfside and Quintana for a general beach clean-up.  
Dress for the weather and bring along some water. Supplies provided; lunch 
afterward.  For more information, contact James at (979) 864-1541 (Surf-
side) or Patty at (979) 233-1461 (Quintana).

Friday and Saturday, Oct. 7-8, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. – Texas WingNuts Fly-in 
at Quintana Beach County Park. Powered paragliding exhibition. For infor-
mation about the TXWingNuts, visit http://www.txwingnuts.com. For program 
scheduling, contact the park at (979) 233-1461.

Thursday, Nov. 3 - Stephen F. Austin Birthday Celebration. Join vol-
unteers and students at the Austin Statue at Hwy 288 and Hwy 35 for a 
celebration with historical characters, activities, exhibits, music, and refresh-
ments. This program is geared to school groups. Free event sponsored by 
local groups. For information, call the Department Office at (979) 864-1541.

Saturday, Dec. 10, 4-9 p.m. - Stephen F. Austin Festival.  Enjoy a fun-
filled evening set in antebellum times as the park celebrates the Father of 
Texas. Clothing of the 1850s is encouraged. Features include children’s 
games, period music and dance.

Small Watercraft Club – Join the fun as we learn about canoes and 
kayaks. From basic watercraft safety and skills to short trips on local water-
ways, this growing club is a good fit for family activity and learning. Dates, 
times, and locations vary by season. For information call (979) 864-1541.

Children learn about wildlife at county’s Nature Camp
The annual Nature Camp at Camp Mohawk features wonderful hands-on programs directed by the Cradle of Texas 

Master Naturalists, along with a host of volunteers. The instructional half-day camp, geared for kids from seven to 12 
years old, provides a participation-based introduction to outdoor activities centered on the natural world. This year’s 
program served just over the limit of 30 campers, many of whom have been regular attendees since Nature Camp 
began.  

The wildlife segment of Nature Camp provides a 
close-up look at live birds, such as this great horned 
owl.  Local wildlife rehabilitator Sheryl Rogers 
teaches campers through her own vast personal 
experience with the animals.  

Scaley, but not slimey – Even the most squeamish 
kids at Nature Camp love the segment on reptiles.  
Long-time Master Naturalist David Brandes handles 
a juvenile alligator as fascinated campers await their 
opportunity to feel its scales.

Fishing is perhaps the most popular segment at Nature 
Camp.  This young angler proudly displays his “catch 
of the day,” which was released shortly thereafter.  
The fishing segment is designed as a hands-on crash 
course in the basics of freshwater angling.  
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