
By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

The morning paper looks 
great, nice and sharp with 
plenty of color. Let me just 
adjust the brightness a little.

Love reading the paper 
each morn-
ing in the 
backyard 
with my 
dogs hang-
ing around 
and a warm 
breeze 
blow-
ing. The 

morning warm air feels good, 
although we’re already past 
80. It’s summer along the 
Texas Gulf Coast.

The sun is up, and I need to 
put the paper on the brightest 
setting. Now I can see each 
page clearly. 

I am an old-fashioned 
newspaper guy who likes to 
start out each day reading the 
morning paper. But I prefer 
the electronic version on my 
tablet. It makes the paper 
look more vibrant than the 
paper paper.

Tablets are perfect for 
newspaper reading. Hold-
ing them vertically allows an 
entire page to fill the screen. 
With the high resolution, I can 
see even the small print once 
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Coffee and 
the morning 
digital paper

By Sandra Baker
Fort Worth Star-Telegram (TNS)

FORT WORTH, Texas 
— Social media giant Facebook 
made official recently that it likes 
Fort Worth, as company execu-
tives joined city, county and state 

officials to turn dirt on a mega-
data center where servers will 
process news feeds from 1.5 
billion users around the world.

The groundbreaking culmi-
nated a year-long vetting pro-
cess that took Fort Worth from 

being a candidate among 220 
cities to a much more narrow 
group of about 20, and then 
to four finalists — a group that 
reportedly included Columbus, 
Ohio.

The first of three 250,000-
square-foot buildings is expected 
to be up and running by the end 
of 2016. Facebook’s investment 
in Fort Worth could reach $1 

(Continued on Page 5)

Facebook starts construction on huge data center in Texas, invests $1 billion

How to 
capture 
those 

cute pet 
poses

By Ken Kwok
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Your pet is doing that thing 
again. It’s the cutest thing ever, 
and it must be snapped, shared 
and forever immortalized on 
social media. But what hap-
pens? Just as you reach for the 
camera to compose the killer 
shot, your subject bolts. The 
moment is gone forever, as 
are your dreams of Instagram 
stardom.

We get it. Taking memorable 
photos of your pets is challeng-
ing. But it’s not impossible. Here 
are some tips.

1. Instead of trying to get your 
pets to stare squarely into the 
camera, consider photograph-
ing them in their natural state, 
where their quirkiness and 
personality emerge. Getting 
caught in the act of chewing 
up your favorite pair of running 
shoes can make for truthful and 
infinitely better photos.

2. Moments happen in the 

blink of an eye, so be prepared 
and anticipate. Whether it’s an 
iPhone or a point-and-shoot 
camera, be familiar with its 

settings and ready to shoot 
when cuteness strikes.

3. Good photography is all 
about light. Soft, even light out-
doors works best; morning and 
late afternoon are the best times 
to shoot. Indoors, turn the flash 

off and use available light. 
Try posing your pet by a large 
window or open door.

4. Explore all angles and try 
the unexpected. Crouch down 
to their level and shoot from 
their perspective. Zoom in for 
visual impact so their face fills 
the frame. Isolate a particu-
lar detail, like that big floppy 
tongue or those gorgeous 
green eyes. 

5. Bribery usually works. For 
dogs, try squeaky toys, treats 
or that clicking sound you 
make with your tongue. For 
cats, use treats or a little bit of 
catnip sprinkled on the floor. 
A piece of yarn or a feather 
teaser will work, too.

6. Finally, take lots of 
photos, and be patient. It’s 
all a numbers game, and in 
the Digital Age, the duds can 
easily be erased. If you can 
get one or two winners from 
each session, the shoot will 
have been a success.
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Drivers, Class-A
We’re Growing! 100% Employer 

PAID Group Health Insurance! 
Hazmat-Tank End a Plus$$! 
www.getmehomedispatcher.com. 
Call Tony:  855-582-4456

FIRST OF ALL, I THINK WE ALL SHOULD REMAIN CALM: 
A young man, with an eye for the ladies, got into a car accident in 
Changsha, China, and was taken to the hospital there. The acci-
dent made the newspapers, and hospital employees were stunned 
when 17 of his girlfriends showed up to visit him at the same time. 
None of the women knew about the others, so the situation in his 
room became very tense.

WHY ARE ALL THESE COPS IN MY ROOM? A somewhat 
intoxicated man, looking for a place to sleep in Dandenong, 
Australia, smashed a window in a building at 3 a.m., and crawled 
inside. He was soon to discover that it was the city’s courthouse. 
The alarms he set off brought the police in a hurry, and they found 
him sleeping in one of the meeting rooms.

DON’T MESS WITH ME, MAILMAN … OH, NO! WHAM! A 
drunken thug, with a history of violent crime, tried to steal a pack-
age from a postman who was delivering the mail to his apart-
ment building in Paisley, England. Unbeknownst to the punk, the 
mailman had been a professional boxer, and had won the British 
welterweight championship in 2007. The guy made his move, and 
the mailman finished it with one punch.

NAW, NOBODY WILL NOTICE ANYTHING SUSPICIOUS, 
PROBABLY: A woman cashed 640 fraudulent income tax refund 
checks, worth more than $2 million, at the check cashing business 
where she worked in Norfolk, Va.

THAT’S IT, BABY! DO IT YOUR WAY! After arresting a young 
female drug trafficker at her Tampa, Fla., home, police removed 
her handcuffs so she could sign a document. Instead, she grabbed 
a handful of the synthetic drug known as “molly,” and swallowed it. 
“If I’m going back to prison,” she said, “I’ll at least get high before I 
go.”

IT’S CALLED MULTITASKING, SIR! A bus driver was driving 
his route in Auckland, New Zealand, while reading a newspaper 
despite the fact that he was in full view of passengers, one of 
whom filmed him with his cell phone. The driver has been taken to 
task by his bosses.

HAPPY TO OBLIGE, MA’AM: An undressed woman tried to rob 
a convenience store in West Virginia while holding a towel, which 
she wasn’t even using to try and cover herself. The clerk fled and 
called the cops, and she went and hid in a closet. She told police 
who came in and found her, “Take me to jail,” They did.

O.K., I THINK THAT ANSWERS MY QUESTION: During a 
hearing in a Phoenix courtroom to determine if an accused mur-
derer is mentally competent to stand trial, he launched a profanity-
laced tirade during which he told the judge, “I am a robot.”

FREE SOCIALS
For people with stroke, 

Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s

979-849-5051

Wed., July 15 ~ 10am - 2pm
First Christian Church

Alvin
Fri., July 17 ~ 10am-2pm

Chapelwood United Methodist
Lake Jackson

Drivers/Owner Ops!
Local Work! Home Daily, Ben-
efits! CDL-A, 1yr exp, Great Driv-
ing record. Sunsetlogistics.com 
281-693-4587 or 888-215-4285

FEMA assistance available to Brazoria County residents affected by severe weather, flooding
Brazoria County has been 

declared by the President for 
disaster funding for Individual 
Assistance from the severe 
storm and flooding events that 

occurred between May 4, and  
June 19. Residents that were 
affected by the severe weather 
and flooding can now regis-
ter online with FEMA at http:

//www.disasterassistance.gov or 
call 1-800-621-FEMA.

If residents have already 
registered via the phone, there 
is no need to reregister. For 
more information about the 
Disaster Declaration go https:
//www.fema.gov/disaster/4223

Residents that were affected 
will have until July 28, 2015 to 
register with FEMA.

Here are the documents and 
materials residents will need to 
have on hand before contacting 
FEMA.

Documents and materials you 
need to apply

• Social Security number
• Current and pre-disaster 

address
• A telephone number where 

you can be contacted
• Insurance information
• Total household annual 

income
 A routing and account number 

from your bank (only necessary 
if you want to have disaster 
assistance funds transferred 
directly into your bank account).

•  A description of your losses 
that were caused by the disaster.

When residents register with 
FEMA and become eligible for a 
Damaged Housing Inspection, 
the inspection is sent to a FEMA 
contractor inspector. 

The inspector will contact the 
applicant/resident to set up an 
appointment for a time and date 
and also will go over documenta-
tion that will be needed at the 
time of the inspection. 
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Wearable music 
Q. There are pieces of clothing 

that have musical dimensions:  Put 
one on, and soon you’ll be playing 
“Amazing Grace.”  How did you 
learn piano so fast?

A. You put on the Mobile Music 
Touch glove, rather humdrum 
looking with fingers cut away like a 
cyclist’s or weightlifter’s, and next 
thing you know, the glove’s five tiny 
vibrators wired to a microcontroller 
on the back of the glove are signal-
ing to you which fingers you should 
be “playing” and in which exact 
sequence, says Ariel Bleicher in 
“IEEE Spectrum” magazine.  These 
are “wearable computers,” with the 
motors vibrating across your fingers 
in a special pre-programmed pat-
tern:  buzz... middle finger... buzz... 
ring finger... buzz... buzz....

Then Professor Thad Starner of 
the Georgia Institute of Technology 
and developer of the device escorts 
you to the keyboard and he starts 
playing the first 15 notes that the 
glove has taught you -- and now you 
recognize the tune.  It’s Beethoven’s 
“Ode to Joy.”  You remove the glove 
and place your fingers on the key-
board as directed, then amazingly 
you pound out that precise tune.  

Starner believes that the glove’s 
repeated buzzing creates “a muscle 

memory” enabling a wearer to learn 
to play a song with far less practice 
than without such stimulation.”  
These “wonderfully wacky wear-
ables” may one day even help teach 
people to dance, throw a better 
baseball, type and read braille.  “We 
don’t know the limits.”

Searching for alien life, 
on the cheap

Q.  If you could send ET a tip on 
saving money in trying to communi-
cate with us, what might it be?

A.  Don’t do only as we’ve done 
in the past, but as we’re wising up 
to do in the future, suggests David 
Messerschmitt of the University of 
California, Berkeley, as reported in 
“New Scientist” magazine.  Histori-
cally, SETI (the search for extrater-
restrial intelligence) has scanned 
the sky looking for radio signals 
issued as “a constant blast in all 
directions, in a narrow range of 
frequencies.”  

But Messerschmitt points out 
that this continuous signal uses 
an enormous amount of energy.  
Instead, he argues, ET might “beep 
out short bursts in a wider range of 
frequencies -- a broadband signal” 
that makes for easier message 
transmission.

However, this doesn’t mean 

SETI should abandon its current 
approach but rather expand it to 
include the alternative signal.  “I 
would not advocate putting all our 
eggs in one basket,” he says.  “We 
really don’t know what ET is up to.”

Deadliest nature
Q.  What’s the most potent poison 

known to humanity?  The most 
venomous animal?  The snake with 
the most toxic venom?

A.  Most potent is the botulinum 
toxin, with a lethal dose of 1 nano-
gram (ng) per kilogram (kg) of body 
weight, says Joel Levy in “A Bee in 
a Cathedral and 99 Other Scien-
tific Analogies.”  To kill a person of 
average weight (70 kg, or 154 lbs.) 
would require a mere 70 ng, which 
means that “a pop can full of botuli-
num toxin could kill every human on 
the planet!” 

For possibly the most venom-
ous animal, consider the Australian 
sea wasp, or box jellyfish, “each 
of which contains enough poison 
to kill 60 humans in as little as four 
minutes.”

Surprisingly, the inland taipan, 
also known as the fierce or small-
scaled snake, is 50 times more toxic 
than the king cobra.  “A single bite 
from the inland taipan can contain 
enough venom to kill 100 human 
adults or up to 250,000 mice,” Levy 
adds.  “Fortunately, it is timid and 
docile unless provoked.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)
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“Cameron Arias, has been 
named the new Brazoria County 
Extension Agent-Family and 
Consumer Sciences,” according 
to Dale A Fritz, Ph.D., District 
Extension Administrator, and the 
Brazoria County Commissioners 
Court. 

She assumed her new duties 
on June 29.

Arias earned a Bachelor of 
Science in Agriculture Leader-
ship and Development and 
Recreation, Park and Tourism 
Sciences from Texas A&M 
University. 

While at Texas A&M, she was 
active with the Department of 
Agriculture Leadership, Educa-
tion, and Communication as 
a Peer Advisor and College 
Mentor. She also holds a Profes-
sional Event Planning Certificate.

Most recently, Arias served as 
a student worker at the Texas 
A&M Ropes Course. In this 
role, she created a safe and fun 
environment for organizations to 
build their leadership and team-
work skills, set up equipment, 
and ensured that safety rules are 
followed. She has served in this 
role for the past three years.

Arias grew up in Angleton and 
was very active in the Brazoria 

County 4-H Program for 10 years 
and youth soccer. She served in 
leadership roles with these youth 
organizations and competed 
with food and nutrition, clothing 
and textiles, poultry, rabbit, beef 
heifer, leadership and public 
speaking projects. She served 

on the County, District and State 
4-H Councils and earned the 4-H 
Gold Star Award.

“Cameron is looking forward 
to working with the family and 
consumer sciences and 4-H and 
youth development programs in 
Brazoria County, “said Fritz.

Cameron Arias named new Brazoria County extension agent

The Brazoria Heritage Foun-
dation is again hosting the Santa 
Ana Ball. 

This Ball is a re-enactment of 
a Ball by the same name that 
occurred in Brazoria at Jane 
Long’s Tavern in July of 1832 
following the citizens of Brazoria 
takeover of the Mexican Fort at 
Velasco on June 26, 1832.

The Ball will be held at the 

Lloyd E. Thomas Gymnasium at 
205 N. Nevada St. at 6 p.m. on 
July 18, 2015.  

Prime Rib Steak Dinner at 7 
p.m. – Live and Silent Auctions 
at 8 p.m. and Dance to the music 
of Anthony Smith from 9:30 until 
11 p.m.  

Period costume is optional.  
This event is the yearly major 
fundraising effort for BHF and 

this year’s funds are dedicated 
to a $25,000 Electronic sign to 
be located at the corner of Smith 
and Highway 36.  

This sign will allow BHF to 
better communicate events 
occurring at the Civic Center and 
throughout the community.

Tickets for the event are $35 
and available by calling Tissie 
Schwebel at (979) 345-3335.

Brazoria Heritage Foundation to host Santa Ana Ball



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   July 14, 2015    THE BULLETIN  Page 5

(This column was prepared by the Social Security Administration. For fast 
answers to specific Social Security questions, contact Social Security toll-free at 
800-772-1213 or visit www.socialsecurity.gov.)

Will other support disqualify me for SSI?
SOCIAL SECURITY Q&A

Tribune News Service (TNS)
Q: This summer, I’ll turn 65 and, because of my financial situ-

ation, I thought I’d be eligible for Supplemental Security Income 
(SSI). But my neighbor told me I’d probably be turned down 
because I have a friend who said he might help support me. Is this 
true?

A: If your friend helps support you, it could have an effect on 
whether you get SSI and on the amount you would receive. If you 
have low income and few resources, you may be able to get SSI. 
However, if you are receiving support from your friend or from 
anyone else, we will consider that income when making a deci-
sion on your SSI eligibility and amount. Support includes any food 
or shelter you receive that is paid for by someone else. For more 
information, visit www.socialsecurity.gov/disabilityssi/ssi.html .

Q: Can I receive Social Security benefits and Supplemental 
Security Income (SSI) benefits at the same time?

A: You may be able to receive SSI in addition to monthly Social 
Security benefits if your Social Security benefit is low enough for 
you to qualify for SSI. Whether you can get SSI depends on your 
income and resources. Resources are things that you own — other 
than your home — such as additional property, vehicles or anything 
else you could exchange for cash. If you have low income and few 
resources, you may be able to supplement your Social Security 
benefit with an SSI payment. You can find out more about SSI at 
www.socialsecurity.gov/disabilityssi/ssi.html

From tech books to mega marketing, Amazon celebrates 20th

billion on the 110-acre site.
Tom Furlong, Facebook’s vice president of infrastructure, said the 

Fort Worth facility will be its “most efficient yet.”
“We found a great set of partners,” he said. The Fort Worth center 

will help Facebook with its mission to connect the world and “we want 
to connect the next 5 billion” from here, he said.

Facebook data center comes to Texas
(Continued from Page 1)

The Seattle Times (TNS)
SEATTLE — It has officially 

been nearly two decades since 
shoppers of the world were 
introduced to the idea of buying 
books online.

Seattle-based Amazon.com’s 
e-commerce website turns 20 
years old this month.

The company has grown from 
an idea hatched by founder and 
CEO Jeff Bezos to use the bur-
geoning Internet to revolutionize 
the book-selling business into an 
international “Everything Store” 
that has undeniably changed the 
way the world shops.

The company seems to be on 
a never-ending growth trajectory 
— Amazon employs more than 
165,000 workers worldwide and 
last year brought in nearly $89 
billion in revenue.

Amazon celebrated its 20th 

anniversary of incorporation 
a year ago, in July 2014, and 
now, on July 16 of this year, it’s 
marking the two decade-point of 
its website launch and first book 
sold.

 That book was no light read 
— “Fluid Concepts & Creative 
Analogies: Computer Models of 
the Fundamental Mechanisms of 
Thought,” by Douglas Hofstadter.

Amazon is commemorating 
the anniversary with a mas-
sive sale involving one of its 

most successful businesses 
— Amazon Prime. 

The company is launching 
Prime Day on July 15. The all-
day occasion will feature thou-
sands of deals for Amazon Prime 
members, more deals even than 
on popular shopping day Black 
Friday, the company boasted in 
a release. 

Deals will be introduced 
throughout the day beginning at 
midnight, sometimes as often as 
every 10 minutes.
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Representatives from energy provider Dominion Generation recently toured the Brazosport College 
campus, visiting the College’s process technology and craft training programs. Based out of Virginia, 
Dominion is one of the country’s largest electric and gas utilities companies and ranked on the Fortune 
500 list. Pictured are, from left, Anne Bartlett, Brazosport College Vice President, Industry & Community 
Resources; Tamra Spurlock, Manager, Dominion Power Generation Training; Katheryn Curtis, Dominion 
Senior Vice President, Power Generation; David Heacock, President and Chief Nuclear Officer, Dominion 
Nuclear; David Christian, Executive Vice President and Chief Executive Officer, Dominion Generation 
Group; Dr. Millicent Valek, Brazosport College President; Paul Ruppert, Dominion Senior Vice President, 
Business & Generation Construction; Gary Hicks, Brazosport College Division Chair, Chemical Technol-
ogy; and Serena Andrews, Brazosport College Vice President, College Advancement. 

Energy provider Dominion Generation visits Brazosport College
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

God’s love and forgiveness are infinite
My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Q: Why does God offer to 
forgive us, no matter how bad 
we’ve been? I don’t see why 
God even puts up with us, since 
we’ve rejected Him and broken 
every law He ever gave us. If 
I were God, I think I’d just do 
away with the human race. 
- M.J.G.

A: No matter what we’ve 
done or how rebellious we’ve 
been, God offers to forgive us 
for only one reason: He loves 
us. It doesn’t seem logical, and 
we don’t deserve it, but it’s still 
true: in spite of all our sins, He 
loves us. The Bible says, “I 
have loved you with an ever-
lasting love” (Jeremiah 31:3).

How do we know this is true? 
You’ve already pointed out one 
reason: If He didn’t love us, He 
surely would have destroyed us 
long ago! After all, if someone 
treated us as badly as we’ve 

treated God, we’d probably 
strike back at them and even try 
to destroy them. But God isn’t 
like us; His love is infinite. The 
Bible says, “For I am God and 
not a man ... I will not come in 
wrath” (Hosea 11:9, ESV).

But the main reason we know 
God loves us is because of 
Jesus Christ. He was God in 
human flesh, and He came into 
this world for one reason: to 
make our forgiveness possible. 
He did this by becoming the 
final and complete sacrifice for 
our sins, through dying on the 
cross for us. As the Bible says, 
God “loved us and sent his Son 
as an atoning sacrifice for our 
sins” (1 John 4:10).

Has God’s love become a 
reality in your life? It will, as you 
accept God’s gift of forgiveness 
by confessing your sins and by 
faith asking Christ to come into 
your life. Don’t let another day 
go by without Him.

I put on my reading glasses.
Now, to catch up on sports. 

That’s my first stop when the 
Astros win. Then come national 
and city/state news, and last, but 
not least, business.

And, it’s handy to check out 
all the supermarket ads in The 
Houston Chronicle. Peaches 
and blueberries are 99 cents a 
pound. I need to jump on those 
deals.

As an added bonus, there is a 
full page color Fry’s Electronics 
ad. What a treat. I have to stop 
on that page for a few minutes 
and look through the deals 
carefully. I’m an old-fashioned 
newspaper guy, but also a geek.

I read the Chronicle partly 
because I worked for them for 
12 years. I also read the Facts, 

but I have to do that with the real 
paper. Their subscription site 
is too cumbersome. I also read 
my own paper, but not all that 
closely, since I 
already know 
what’s in it.

A friend of 
mine recently 
asked me what 
the difference 
is between a 
paid subscrip-
tion newspaper 
site and their 
free site. It’s like 
watching the 
entire movie, or 
just the trailer, I 
explained.

That has been the Achilles 
heel for newspapers for a long 
time. They make their money 

from printing the paper, but a lot 
of people are satisfied with just 
reading the freebies posted to 
tease the reader into buying a 

subscription.
I’ve opined 

before that 
newspapers 
have missed the 
boat on making 
money on the 
Internet, but 
they have slowly 
learned to coex-
ist and rake in a 
few more dollars 
with it.

As it stands 
now, though, 

being able to read the paper 
online exactly as it is in print is a 
good combination for people like 
myself.

I used to get the New York 
Times for a while, but canceled 
it because I just didn’t have time 
to read it. Then they kept calling 
me and dropping the price to get 
me to resubscribe, but it wasn’t 
about the money.

I think they went to like $3.50 
a month for six months, and then 
I could cancel with no obligation. 
I may subscribe after I retire and 
have more time, but for now, I’ll 
have to do without it, no matter 
how enticing the offer.

The problem with selling a 
nationwide circulation paper is 
that there is no emotional tie to 
it like when reading the local or 
regional paper. It’s a hard sell at 
best. The nationals’ best days 

have come and gone, I think.
Time for some business news, 

so I’m skipping straight to those 
pages. I’m not much of an Edito-
rials Page fan. Don’t really care 
what the paper’s brass think, and 
they are boring most of the time.

Wait, I have to stop at the 

comics, especially the color 
ones.

Done reading it all (I am inter-
ested in). Time for some more 
coffee and to get on Facebook. 
Look, I read the paper, and there 
is no ink on my fingers. What will 
they think of next?

Perfect way to start the day: Coffee, backyard, reading the morning paper on my tablet
(Continued from Page 1)
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Send us your community announcements, and we’ll run them timely so that your group 
can benefit the most from the publicity. Email to john.bulletin@gmail.com. No faxes or letters, 
please. Send photos as high resolution as possible. We’ll edit them here.  Please send us 
announcements by the Tuesday before you wish them to appear.

With the close of this year and the 150th year since the end of slav-
ery, the Brazoria Historical Museum invites you to see this beautiful 
carving. Thanks to the generosity of Chevron-Phillips by obtaining the 
remainder of the Sweeny Plantation in Old Ocean, we were able to 
have this Bois d’Arc tree in the museum. The slaves gathered under 
the shade of this tree to hear that Lincoln’s document had freed them. 
Chevron-Phillips uprooted the dead tree and hired Earl S. Jones of 
Galveston to carve the tree’s history. Stop by the museum and Cham-
ber of Commerce in Brazoria to view the tree. For more information, 
please call Gary Gatton at (979) 248-1150

Emancipation tree carvings on display 
at Brazoria Historical Museum

County historical museum plans summer concerts
Enjoy one of the best music 

series this summer on the Bra-
zoria County Courthouse Lawn. 
The Cultural Concert Series, 
hosted by the Brazoria County 
Historical Museum, is a casual, 
outdoor event featuring award 
winning musicians.

Step Rideau and the Zydeco 
Outlaws will once again kick 
off the 2015 Series on July 18. 
Awarded the Centric Award at 
the 2011 Zydeco Music Awards 
and with eight CDs to his credit, 
international Zydeco sensation 
Step Rideau has been a corner-
stone of the Zydeco scene in 

Houston for almost 20 years.
On August 1, the Museum 

will host the legendary Lonestar 
Bluegrass Band. Voted Best 
Bluegrass Band by the Hous-
ton Press Music Awards three 
consecutive years, this band 
has performed traditional and 
contemporary bluegrass music 
for audiences around the world.  

Concerts are always free 
and are held under the beauti-
ful shade trees on the south 
lawn of the Museum, next to the 
Brazoria County Courthouse. 
Concerts start at 5 p.m. and run 
until 8 p.m. Bring a picnic dinner, 

your lawn chairs, and dancing 
shoes for an evening of family 
fun.

The Brazoria County His-
torical Museum, located at 100 
East Cedar Street in Angleton, 
is open Monday through Friday 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Satur-
days, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

In the event of rain, concerts 
will be moved into the Muse-
um’s Courtroom; however, 
there will be limited seating. 
For more information about 
the upcoming concerts, call 
(979) 864-1208 or follow the 
Museum on Facebook.

Look for us on 
Facebook
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Wanted: Air Force drone pilots who like long hours of flying long missions inside a dark trailer
By W.J. Hennigan
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

CREECH AIR FORCE BASE, 
Nev. — The pilots sit in dimly 
lit, air-conditioned trailers, each 
staring at glowing video and data 
screens and toggling a joystick 
that controls an armed drone 
flying somewhere in the world.

With more than 100 Predator 
and Reaper drones aloft every 
day, this sun-scorched desert 
outpost is the hub of America’s 
growing drone fleet around the 
globe.

The 500 or so pilots here help 
launch missiles at Islamic State 
fighters in Syria and Iraq, provide 
overwatch of U.S. special forces 
raids in Afghanistan, and scour 
the rugged Horn of Africa and 
elsewhere for wanted militants.

“Every single day, this base 
is at war,” Col. James R. Cluff, 
commander of Creech, said 
last week. “These kids are not 
playing video games out of their 
mothers’ basements.”

But the Pentagon’s increasing 
demand for real-time surveil-
lance over hot spots, and the 
growing role of unmanned air-
craft in the modern military, has 
created a problem: The Air Force 
has too few drone pilots.

About 1,066 pilots now fly 
drones from Creech and other 
bases, fewer than the 1,281 that 
the Air Force says it needs to 
fulfill a Pentagon mandate of 65 
daily missions, called combat air 
patrols. A patrol has one to four 
aircraft.

As a result, pilots here work 

up to 12 hours a day. Some 
are clocking 1,100 flight hours 
a year, four times the number 
flown by traditional pilots, 
according to Pentagon data.

“It does get eye-glazing, 
there’s no ifs, ands or buts about 
it,” said a drone pilot who was 
not authorized to speak on the 
record. 

To help the pilots cope with 
stress, a chaplain at Creech has 
a top-secret security clearance 
so he can counsel them about 
troubles related to classified 
work.

Commanders also have 
sought to reduce the number of 
missions, increase monthly flight 
pay, and hire civilian contractors 
to help share the workload.

Last year, as the U.S. combat 
mission in Afghanistan wound 
down, the Pentagon tried to cut 
back on daily missions. But then 
Islamic State militants swept out 
of Syria and seized vast parts 
of Iraq, sparking a new U.S. 
intervention in the region.

U.S. Central Command, which 
oversees military operations 
in the Middle East, suddenly 
needed eyes above the war 
zone to zero in on strongholds, 
hunt for potential targets and 
generate fresh intelligence.

“From our perspective, we 
never saw a lull,” Cluff said. 
“Now we’re engaged in almost 
every facet of” the war against 
Islamic State.

Drone strikes grab the head-
lines, including one in Yemen 
that the White House said June 
16 had killed Nasir al-Wahishi, 
head of al-Qaida in the Arabian 
Peninsula and second-in-com-
mand of al-Qaida’s global 
network.

But most of the time, the pilots 
here say, they provide video 
surveillance, flying endless hours 
over deserts, mountains and 
towns in what one official has 
called “death TV.” Drones often 
fly hundreds of hours or more 
before commanders feel confi-
dent enough to launch a missile 

at a target.MQ-1 Predator and 
MQ-9 Reaper drones have flown 
3,300 flights in Iraq and Syria, for 
example, but have launched just 
875 strikes, according to the Air 
Force.

“It’s not always glamor-
ous work,” said Col. Julian C. 
Cheater, a former F-16 fighter 
pilot who now is commander 
of the largest drone operations 
group in the Air Force.

Less than an hour’s drive from 
Las Vegas, Creech is carved 
out of the desert and ringed by 
craggy red mountain ranges. The 
only drones are used for training, 
and the air buzzes as they take 
off and land in the baking heat. 
In the distance, pilots fly their 
missions in low-slung trailers 
scattered in the desert. 

They handle the joystick 
beside an operator who con-
trols cameras and sensors. Six 
computer screens allow them 
to exchange messages with 
spotters on the ground and see 
their location on various maps. 
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Tips on how to have a great summer vacation without getting your identity ripped off
By Carolyn Bigda
Chicago Tribune (TNS)

Summer travel is full of sun 
and fun, but a stolen passport 
or hacked email account can 
quickly dampen the experience. 
Having personal information 
compromised while on the road 
is relatively common.

Here’s what you can do to 
make sure thieves don’t ruin 
your vacation:

• Pack sparingly. You may 
spend a lot of time strategizing 
how to keep your bag light, but 
experts say just as much care 
should be taken with your wallet. 

Bring only the essentials, includ-
ing a limited number of debit and 
credit cards. Leave your Social 
Security card at home. That way, 
if your wallet is lost or stolen, not 
all of your personal information 
will be compromised.

• Use free Wi-Fi carefully. If 
you’re like me, you probably 
look for free Wi-Fi wherever you 
travel. 

“Much of your information will 
be visible to anyone with the 
right tools as it moves across 
the wireless network,” said Dave 
Dean, a world traveler and co-
founder of Too Many Adapters, a 

technology resource for travel-
ers.

The advice: Connect to the 
Web through a virtual private 
network. A VPN encrypts all 
of the information that passes 
between you and a wireless 
network, wherever that network 
is in the world. VPN software 
from Witopia goes for as little as 
$5.99 per month.

• Avoid public computers. 
The public computer in a hotel 
or hostel may be a nice conve-
nience if you’re traveling without 
your laptop, but by using one, 
you’re putting yourself at major 

risk.
“You just don’t know what is 

installed on that computer,” Dean 
said. Risks include key-logging 
software that saves your login 
details, security updates that are 
not installed, and no or out-of-
date antivirus software.

The advice: If you have no 
other option but to use a public 
computer, do so only for the 
most innocent of reasons, 
such as researching restaurant 
options. 

Do not connect to your online 
bank account or enter any 
personal financial information. If 
you check your email, make sure 
to reset the password -- from a 
secure device -- soon after.

• Make copies of important 
documents. No matter how 
careful you are when traveling, 

sometimes personal items go 
missing.

“Identity theft is a crime of 
opportunity, and thieves prey 
upon vacationers,” said Becky 
Frost, consumer education man-
ager for Experian’s ProtectMyID.

If your passport or credit card 
is lost or stolen on a trip, time is 
of the essence. The sooner you 
contact the local embassy or 
consulate, or call your bank, the 
sooner you can get a replace-
ment, as well as stop any unlaw-
ful use of your information.

The advice: Make photocopies 
of your passport and credit cards 
and store those copies securely 
somewhere, like the hotel safe. 
Alternatively, you could scan 
copies of your passport and 
cards, encrypt the copies and 
save them online.
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Mars crater had 
water tracks in 
the last million 

years, data says
By Amina Khan
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Mars is thought to have had a 

watery past, but when exactly it 
transitioned to its dry and dusty 
present is up for debate. Now, 
though, a team of scientists 
studying the marks on a young 
Martian crater has found signs 
that waterlogged debris flowed 
down the Red Planet’s slopes 
surprisingly recently — within 
the last million years.

The findings, described in 
the journal Nature Communica-

tions, help to fill in an increas-
ingly complex picture on the 
recent Martian water cycle and 
have implications for the pos-
sibility of life.

The team of European scien-
tists looked at the mid-latitude 
Istok crater, which has so many 
well-defined gullies running 
down its steep sides that they 
overlap. Given that the crater is 
surprisingly young — 1 million 

years old at most — it means 
that whatever falling material 
carved these gullies was hap-
pening in the last million years.

But was the debris dry or 
wet? To find out, researchers 
used data from the HiRISE 
camera on NASA’s Mars 
Reconnaissance Orbiter to map 
out the gullies in three-dimen-
sional detail and compared 
them with gullies carved on 

Earth.
They found that the debris 

flows likely would have had 
about 20 percent to 60 percent 
water content in them in order 
to carve the tracks that they did 
— and they did so frequently, 
with sudden slides happening 
every 10 to 100 years, said 
lead author Tjalling de Haas, 
an earth scientist at Utrecht 
University.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 Six-footer at a Super Bowl party?
5 Leveling wedge
9 Trojan War epic
14 Sailed through
15 Oompah instrument
16 For the __: temporarily
17 Storage structure
18 Requiring a two-day trip, say
19 Ultrasound image, perhaps
20 Guideline for standard operating 
procedures

23 Go one better than
24 Old Mideast org.
25 “Papa __ a Rollin’ Stone”
26 Weightlifter’s practice
32 Log-splitting tool
33 Houston player, informally
34 Common rental restriction
38 Plumbing problem
40 Toward the tiller
42 “College GameDay” number
43 Still making payments
46 __ mater

49 “Little Women” woman
50 Frequent feeling of culpability
53 Kwik-E-Mart owner on “The 
Simpsons”
56 Assenting vote
57 Ratio involving ht. and wt.
58 Box of Lego bricks, e.g., or a 
hint to the last words of 20-, 26- and 
50-Across
65 Designer Nina
66 Retro phone feature
67 “Do __ others ...”
68 Sunni’s faith
69 Simplify
70 Falafel holder
71 Mower handle?
72 Mates for bucks
73 Small earring

Down
1 Hinged fastener
2 Sound on the rebound
3 Rod attachment
4 Quirk
5 “Don’t budge!”
6 Peeved mood
7 Letter-shaped support piece
8 Plunder
9 Hot spot for Dante
10 Big name in movie theaters
11 On its way to the body shop
12 Legend automaker
13 Newsroom furniture
21 Corn cores
22 Most important
26 Vacation island south of Borneo
27 Farm team
28 Word before tired or heat
29 Fund for the golden yrs.
30 Lite
31 Navig. aid
35 Catchall abbr.
36 Domesticate
37 Mythological underworld bound-
ary river
39 Tapped vessel
41 Treatment for a broken heart, 
briefly
44 Postpone the inevitable
45 Stadium section
47 Delicately balanced sculptures
48 Gun filler
51 Praised
52 Man cave hangings
53 Bitterly pungent
54 Self-assurance
55 Cry of concession
59 Surgery reminder
60 “So long,” on the Lido
61 Shock, in a way
62 Peeved mood
63 “__, Brute?”
64 Warty hopper
(c)2015 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
COPPER  CARBON  COBALT  SILVER  HELIUM  RADIUM
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: MOUSE  CHESS  RECTOR  WAITER
Answer: What the luxury liners need to serve their passengers -- CRUISE CREWS

Tribune Content Agency
ARIES (March 21-April 19): 

Speak simply and succinctly so 
there’s no chance of others misun-
derstanding your meaning. In the 
week ahead, you may face tempo-
rary changes or sudden surprises. 
Don’t yield to peer pressure.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Idle 
hands should be put to use. You’ll 
get nowhere if you sit around wait-
ing for recognition for past achieve-
ments. Take the initiative this week 
and tackle every project that comes 
your way.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Don’t 

predict the weather unless you can 
see the sky. You may be tempted 
to act on impulses or doubts in the 
week ahead, but the results will be 
better if you wait until more accurate 
information is available.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
Avoid stepping on important toes. 

You may be insensitive when caught 
up in an obsessive aspiration. In 
the week ahead, it’s possible to 
be overbearing or to inadvertently 
aggravate others by your refusal to 
compromise.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): You think 
you’re playing Little Red Riding 
Hood when everyone else sees you 
as the wolf dressed up as grand-
mother. You may present yourself 
to others as kindness incarnate this 
week, but your true nature shines 
through.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Build 
your future on a foundation of reli-
able relationships. Some people 
may test your trustworthiness in 
the next several days. Solidify 
bonds with that special someone 
during the week ahead by working 
together.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Pursue 
an opportunity to reconcile with a 
friend. In the week to come, you 
might be better served by keeping 
people at arm’s length than pursu-
ing a romantic fantasy. Remain 
objective with facts and friendly with 
people.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Safety first. Don’t give into an urge 

to take a gamble with your money 
or your heart unless you can afford 
to lose. Focus on creative activities 
this week and you can make a last-
ing impression on others. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Avoid agitation that can spoil 
a vacation. If you and a loved one 
had a falling out, remember that the 
more you shake the tree, the more 
branches, fruit and pests fall out. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
It’s almost impossible to find time 
for idyllic idling. A restless inability 
to relax or to let go of the reins may 
create tension between you and a 
loved one in the coming week. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Find a safe haven where you can 
ride out the storm. Temporary 
tensions and a sense of urgency 
may cause you to make snap 
judgments or quick decisions in the 
week ahead. You’re best served by 
rational thinking.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Promises are like eggs and can 
be easily broken. Devote time to 
making your dreams come true 
through your own efforts, rather 
than insisting others live up to your 
expectations. 

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

Bulletin  Horoscope
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