
© 2014   

Take One!    It’s FREE!
July 8, 2014   Our 21st Year of Publishing
(979) 849-5407 . mybulletinnewspaper.com

LAKE JACKSON • CLUTE • RICHWOOD • FREEPORT • OYSTER CREEK • ANGLETON • DANBURY • ALVIN • WEST COLUMBIA • BRAZORIA • SWEENY

BulletinThe
 Weekly

I’m soaking up 
a plush junket

(Continued on Page 10)

At what age is it 
best to apply for 
Social Security? Writing sometimes 

is a tough job, but 
someone has to do it

Statewide boat-draining rule aims to contain zebra mussel
Boaters must drain all water from 

their boat and on-board receptacles 
before leaving or approaching a 
body of fresh water anywhere in 
Texas.

The new Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department regulation is 
designed to help combat the further 
spread of zebra mussels and other 
invasive species.

It applies to all types and sizes 
of boats whether powered or not: 
personal watercraft, sailboats, 
kayaks/canoes, or any other vessel 
used on public waters.

The regulation requires the 
draining of livewells, bilges, motors, 
and any other receptacles or water-
intake systems coming into contact 

with public waters.
Live fish, including personally 

caught live bait, cannot be trans-
ported from the water body where 
the fish were caught in or aboard a 
vessel in water from the water body 
where the fish were caught. Person-
ally caught live bait can be used in 
the water body where it was caught.

Anglers are allowed to transport 
and use commercially purchased 
live bait if they have a receipt that 
identifies the source of the bait. Any 
live bait purchased from a location 
on or adjacent to a public water body 
that is transported in water from that 
water body can only be used as bait 
on that same water body.

Anglers participating in a fishing 

tournament confined to one water 
body may transport live fish in water 
from that single water body to an 
identified off-site weigh-in location, 
but all water must be drained and 
properly disposed of before leaving 
that location.

Anglers are required to possess 
documentation provided by tourna-
ment organizers that identify them 
as participants in the tournament.

Movement from one access point 
to another on the same lake during 
the same day does not require 
draining, and there is an excep-
tion for governmental activities 
and emergencies. Marine sanitary 
systems are not covered by these 
regulations.

By Pamela Yip
The Dallas Morning News (MCT)

When it comes to retirement, 
timing is everything.

That includes deciding when 
to start collecting Social Security 
benefits.

Essentially, you have three 
choices: You can start receiving 
benefits as early as age 62. You 
can wait until you reach full retire-
ment age, somewhere from age 
65 to 67. Or you can delay as long 
as age 70.

But keep in mind that the earlier 
you start receiving benefits, the 
less you’ll receive each month. 
That’s because your benefits are 
reduced a fraction of a percent for 
each month before your full retire-
ment age.

Conversely, the longer you wait, 
the greater your monthly benefit 
will be.

“The vast majority of people file 
for Social Security benefits at age 
62 with no more consideration 
than the fact that they can,” said 
Tom Murphy, certified financial 
planner at Murphy & Sylvest LLC 
in Dallas. “It is years before they 
realize waiting would have been 
much better for all.”

Your full retirement age — the 
age at which you may receive 
unreduced Social Security benefits 
— depends on the year of your 
birth. For example, if you were 
born in 1940, you can receive full 
benefits at age 65 1/2. If you were 
born in 1960 or later, you’ll have to 
wait until you’re 67.

You can find your full retirement 
age at the Social Security Adminis-
tration’s website. You can also 
see how much your benefit will be 
reduced if you retire between age 
62 and full retirement age.

It all boils down to timing

(Continued on Page 10)

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

I am mobile this week, writing 
this column from a location other 
than Bulletin Headquarters.

Yes, I am typing away at a nice 
resort with a 
fabulous pool 
and great 
service. The 
air conditioner 
is too good, 
which makes 
the room 
freezing cold, 
but other than 

that, it’s perfect.
A complimentary VIP gift was 

brought to our room, including a 
bottle of wine, which was put to 
good use.

I am on a junket. That’s when 
I get the stay comped because 
whoever is paying for it wants 
some coverage for an event. I go 
on these every now and then, and 
they are always fun.

Some staunch news hounds 
may now say that this is selling 
out.

I have to tell you that all this 
has crossed my mind, and I made 
it a rule never to accept one of 
these when the expectation is for 
a straight news or political story. 
Since we don’t do much of that, 
there is no conflict there.

But when we’re talking about a 
feature-type event, like a movie 
opening or some holiday attrac-
tion, I don’t see anything wrong 
with it.

A long time ago, I accepted a 
hotel package from the producers 
of an independent movie and had 
a great time. Then I panned the 

ROUNDABOUT
Serafina Clark-Moore, 11, reacts as she attends an outdoor World Cup viewing party at Plaza de Cesar 
Chavez in San Jose, Calif., on Tuesday, July 1. Belgium advanced, 2-1, in extra time. (Karl Mondon/Bay Area 
News Group/MCT)

See story on Page 13

The future of America’s other ‘football’
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GEE, HE DOESN’T SEEM 
THAT DANGEROUS TO ME: A 
woman phoned a middle school 
in Maricopa, Ariz., with a warning 
that her husband was coming 
there to pick up their children 
and that he had a gun. Officials 
placed the school on lockdown 
and called the female principal, 
who was not there. She finally 
answered her cell phone and 
admitted she was in a hotel room 
with the woman’s husband with 
whom she was having an affair.

YOU PAID WHAT? Police 
shut down a barber shop in Cape 
Coral, Fla., because it was being 
used as a front for a prostitution 
ring. Neighbors became suspi-
cious when men would come into 
the shop and then leave later 
without having received a haircut.

THIS IS NICE; I USED TO 
HAVE ONE JUST LIKE IT … 
HEY, WAIT A MINUTE! A burglar 
stole about $25,000 worth of 
items from a home a few doors 
down from where he lives in 
Severn, Md. He was caught 
when he conducted a yard sale 
of the goods less than a week 
later, and the woman who owned 
the stuff showed up.

WE THINK WE KNOW 
WHERE WE CAN FIND THIS 
GUY: A man walked into a bank 
in Anchorage, Alas., asked for his 
balance, and gave the teller his 
account balance and ID. Then 
he robbed the bank. He was 
arrested a few days later.

YES, OFFICER, I’M PRETTY 
SURE THAT’S HIM: A man was 
arrested for showing up at homes 
in San Mateo, Calif., and ringing 
the doorbells in the nude. He is 
6’7’’ tall and weighs 250 pounds.

THIS IS NICE; I USED TO 
HAVE ONE JUST LIKE IT … 
HEY, WAIT A MINUTE! A burglar 
stole about $25,000 worth of 
items from a home a few doors 
down from where he lives in 
Severn, Md. He was caught 
when he conducted a yard sale 
of the goods less than a week 
later, and the woman who owned 
the stuff showed up.

Pearland council approves funding for Westside Library expansion
The Pearland City Council voted 

to approve a library expansion proj-
ect for the Westside Library, which 
will add about 4,000 square feet of 
space to the facility.

 The additional space will 
provide seating and small group 
conversation/meeting areas that are 
not currently available.

“Libraries are no longer just 
places to study - they are exciting 
educational and cultural centers 
that offer programs ranging from 
painting lessons to computer skills 
classes,” said Mayor Tom Reid.

In an effort to provide more com-
munal space, the construction plans 
incorporate an adult reading area, 
a teen area with study tables and 
lounge seating along with two new 
study rooms.

“The expansion of the Pearland 
Westside Library is a huge step 
in the right direction for Brazoria 
County Library System and citizens 
of Brazoria County. The additional 
space will give the branch some 
much-needed breathing room for 

staff and patrons. The Pearland 
Westside Library is currently 
one-third the size of the Tom Reid 
Library and circulates just as much 
material,” said David T. Thrash, 
library director for the Brazoria 
County Library System.

In addition to being able to better 
accommodate the high volume of 
materials being checked out, the 
expansion will increase the library’s 
ability to provide technology for 
residents and better accommodate 
the growing number of staff needed 
to support library services and 
activities.

Approximately 12 new data ports 
will be added for patrons who bring 
their own devices, and at least 
three new computers and worksta-

tions will be added. Additionally, an 
office for the Children’s Librarian 
and expansion of the staff’s work-
room and break room is included in 
the plans.

Since it opened in the storefront 
near HEB, the Pearland Westside 
Branch has been one of Brazoria 
County’s top circulating branches, 
starting right out of the gate as the 
second busiest, and since February 
2014 has been the highest circulat-
ing branch of the Brazoria County 
Library System.

Since Oct. 1, 2013, patrons have 
checked out 242,389 items at the 
Pearland Branch, while 231,122 
items have been checked out at 
Pearland Westside. In comparison, 
the number of checkouts at Brazo-

ria County’s third busiest branch 
in Lake Jackson during the same 
period is 127,941.

The push for a new library 
on Pearland’s west side was a 
grassroots effort initiated more than 
three years ago by the Friends of 
Pearland Westside Library when 
the West Side Event Center, which 
had functioned as a small drop-
off and pick-up library location for 
the west side of the city, saw an 
overwhelming demand. In addi-
tion to the expansion plan for the 
Westside Library, the Tom Reid 
Library expansion is currently in the 
planning stage.

Both libraries are made possible 
through a partnership between 
the City of Pearland and Brazoria 
County and are branches of the 
Brazoria County Library System.

It has been one of Brazoria County’s top circulating branches

 Drivers: Dedicated Teams
CDL-A. Drop and Hook, No 
Touch Freight  Earn $200,000 
per year per Team ($100,000 
per Driver). Well maintained 
late model equipment. 866-
256-3632
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Deal of the week: Inexpensive advertising that works is our specialty. 
Call (979) 849-5407 and see for yourself.

Let’s face it
Q.  What’s special about the 

“super recognizers” of this world?  
What sort of lasting mark might you 
make on one of them?  

A.  It would be your facial look 
or visage, since super recognizers 
are people who never forget a face, 
a capability that has been scientifi-
cally confirmed for about 1 of every 
100 people, says Susan Gaidos in 
“Science News” magazine.  Most 
people can instantly identify family 
members, friends and even foes 
just by seeing their faces.  Newborn 
babies prefer to look at faces com-
pared with other objects, and a baby 
as young as three days prefers 
looking at its mother’s familiar face 
over a stranger’s.

Faces are special in that down 
through evolution they’re the only 
visual stimulus class where we 
humans have had to make very fine 
discriminations, says neuroscientist 
Irving Biederman.  “If you see one 
tiger versus another tiger, you don’t 
really have to make a distinction...  
But for human faces you do.”

Not only are faces similar in 
appearance, but they change over 
time and under varying circum-
stances.  Yet super recognizers can 
spot those changes, even in near 
strangers whom they have not seen 
in years.  It’s possible their brains 
are better at “holistic” processing or 
viewing faces as a single unit.

Interestingly, adds psychologist 
John P. Davis:  “If I were going to 
commit some criminal act, I might 
be deterred by the fact that there 
might be somebody out there recog-
nizing me, or who later might see an 
image of me committing that act.”

Life in the slow lane
Q.  How would the energy you 

expend per day compare to that 
of someone in a traditional hunter-
gatherer society?

A.  A Hadza hunter-gatherer of 
eastern Africa typically weighs about 
103 lbs. (47 kg) and expends about 
2200 calories per day, whereas a 
typical Westerner weighs 160 lbs. 
(72 kg) and expends about 2500 
calories, according to Herman Pon-
tzer and colleagues in the “Proceed-
ings of the National Academy of 
Sciences.”  So, not surprisingly, the 
physically active forager burns more 
energy per pound (21 Cal/lb versus 
16),  though a modern sedentary 
type burns more overall -- presum-
ably to sustain and lug around those 
extra pounds.The researchers also 
found that, adjusted for body mass, 
primates as a whole (including 
humans, apes and monkeys) burn 
energy significantly more slowly 
than do other mammals.  It seems 
that humans (and their evolution-
ary kin) live life in the slow lane 
-- no doubt, part of the reason why 
we mature, reproduce and age 
slowly, and live much longer than a 

mammal of our size has any right to 
expect.

Human data flow
Q.  For better or for worse, we are 

“data-generating machines,” leaving 
a steady stream of 1s and 0s in our 
“digital exhaust” wake.  What kinds 
of data are now at our command?

A.  We are “self-trackers” who 
use technology to acquire, store and 
analyze our “life data.”  As self-
professed “data junkies,” we have 
access to plenty of apps and web-
sites for “self-quantification,” making 
us “quantified-selfers” or simply 
“QSers,” says Paul McFedries in 
“IEEE Spectrum” magazine.

So we’ve got a personal “lifelog” 
of vital stats on our foods, loca-
tion, exercise, sleep (how much?  
REM or non-REM?), moods and 
alertness, overall well-being, and 
much more, enabling us to put our 
lives under the “macroscope,” or 
“data-enhancer.”  If that data tells 
you that you’re just as alert on days 
when you get only five or six hours 
of sleep, you’re clearly one of those 
lucky ones who don’t need seven or 
eight hours of shuteye.  And a spike 
in your heart rate and blood pres-
sure at dinner might suggest the 
need for some family counseling.  

Concludes McFedries:  “But isn’t 
all this TMI (too much information) 
just narcissism for gadget freaks 
and data geeks?  Are these sorts 
of overexamined lives worth living?  
Sorry, I don’t have enough data to 
answer those questions.”

(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Keep praying for rebellious brother 
that he will turn to Christ one day

My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Q: My brother and I are only two years apart, and our parents were very 
devout. Over the years, my faith has meant much to me, but my brother 
has always been very rebellious and hasn’t wanted anything to do with 
God. Now he says it’s too late to change. Why did we take such different 
paths? - J. McL.

A: I’ve pondered questions like this for years, and I don’t honestly know 
all the reasons why some people decide to believe in Christ but others 
reject Him. It even happened to Jesus; on one occasion, the Bible says, 
“many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him” (John 6:
66).

What is clear, however, is that when someone deliberately turns their 
back on God and chooses to live without Him, they alone are responsible 
for that decision. They may blame others; they may blame their parents; 
they may blame the hypocrisy of Christians they’ve known, but ultimately 
they can only blame themselves for rejecting God’s love and salvation. 
The Bible warns, “The one who sins is the one who will die” (Ezekiel 18:
20).

The Bible also makes it clear that sin has consequences, and we can’t 
escape them, either in this life or the life to come. We may convince our-
selves that we don’t need God and we’ll always be happy without Him, but 
eventually we’ll pay the price in heartache, insecurity and judgment. 

But the Bible makes one other truth very clear: God still loves us, and 
He wants to forgive us and put our feet on the right path, if we’ll only 
repent of our sins and open our hearts to Christ. Pray for your brother, that 
he’ll realize the folly of his ways, and realize, too, that Jesus died and rose 
again for him just as much as He did for you.

The Alvin Community College 
Dental Assistant program will host 
an Open House and student orien-
tation on July 16 at 6 p.m.

Students interested in becoming 
a dental assistant can learn more 
about obtaining their certification, 
admissions requirements as well as 
starting their registration.

The orientation will be for stu-
dents entering the program in the 
fall semester.

Dental assistants are seeing a 
strong growth in the job market, 
which is projected to increase by 
31 percent over the next 10 years, 
according to the U.S. Labor Depart-
ment.

The event will be in H-116 at the 
ACC campus. For more information 
contact Leigh Davis at (281) 756-
3820, or visit www.alvincollege.edu/
cewd/healthcare/dentalassistant.

ACC Hosting 
Dental Assistant 

Open House

CLA Estate Services is hosting 
a free Estate Planning Workshop 
Wednesday, July 16th, 9:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. at the Lake Jack-
son Civic Center (333 Highway 

332 East, Lake Jackson, TX 
77566).

The workshop will provide 
valuable information for seniors 
on securing one’s estate and 

retirement planning. 
Guests will receive a work-

book and gain useful information 
regarding: pros and cons of wills 
and trusts; how to avoid probate; 
long term health care concerns; 
and tax reduction planning. 
Seating is limited. Please call 
1-866-252-8721 to RSVP.  

Free estate planning workshop planned at LJ Civic Center July 16
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Memorial Hermann looking to hire 
veterans separating or retiring

Memorial Hermann is among Houston-area businesses actively 
recruiting new employees from the thousands of veterans separating or 
retiring from active duty.

More than 318,000 veterans live in the greater Houston metropolitan 
area – the second largest concentration in the country. In the past year 
and a half, Memorial Hermann has put a special emphasis on its recruit-
ment of veterans. Since November 2012, Memorial Hermann has hired 
nearly 500 employees from this untapped pool of potential workers.

“People with military experience have been through hours of discipline 
training which will carry through to work they may do at the hospital. 
This level of experience is a true added value,” said Navy veteran Albert 
Kaiser, R.N., Surgical Services manager at Memorial Hermann Memorial 
City Medical Center

Kaiser, who worked as a Navy avionics technician and advanced 
quickly through the ranks to leadership positions, transitioned into a 
nursing career when he left the military. Today, he regularly falls back on 
his military training to manage surgical services in the hospital’s main 
operating room. 

“Veterans want to work for Memorial Hermann because our value 
system is very much in line with that of the military,” said Robert Kitto, 
director of Talent Acquisition at Memorial Hermann and an Air Force 
veteran. “When I was in the service, our first core value was ‘service 
before self.’ That is what Memorial Hermann is all about – the patient 
comes first.”

Joining Memorial Hermann in its efforts to recruit veterans are the 54 
members of the Texas Medical Center. 

Brazosport Regional launches new website that 
includes patient portal and consumer health portal

Brazosport Regional Health 
System launches new website 
that provides numerous benefits 
to the community. The brand 
new site features a secure 
patient portal for patients to 
access medical information, 
a consumer health portal for 
important health information, a 
comprehensive list of health-
care services that the hospital 
provides, a detailed physician 
directory and much more.

 The Brazosport Regional 
Patient Portal offers patients 
a centralized location for their 
health information online, includ-
ing medical records and lab 
results. The portal also features 
medication lists, online bill pay, 

and appointment reminders. In 
addition, the portal allows you to 
share your information with your 
loved ones, if you desire to.

Patients within the past year 
will have access to their records 
and can receive a secure access 
code by visiting Health Informa-
tion Management, the Business 
Office or any registration desk at 
Brazosport Regional.

The new consumer health 
portal, LiveWell, is a tool for the 
community to access free health 
information that is a click away. 
Visitors can expect a daily dose 
of wellness, with the Tip of the 
Day. There are quick informative 
videos that tackle health topics 
including heart attacks, osteo-

porosis, health and wellness, 
allergies, and much more. If you 
like to read about different medi-
cal issues, there is a Healthy 
Insights link that directs you to 
hundreds of articles about the 
issue that concerns you most.  
Moreover, there is free recipe 
book with full access to healthy 
and delicious meal or snack 
ideas.

The newly designed website 
with fresh graphics and function-
ality allows visitors to read about 
the hospital healthcare services, 
find a doctor, and access com-
munity resources.

To surf the new and improved 
website, visit www.BrazosportRe
gional.org.
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Lanny Kibbey brings magical fun, laughter to the Clarion
The Clarion at Brazosport Col-

lege will wrap its annual Summer 
Matinee Series with a new, magi-
cal show when magician Lanny 
Kibbey brings his children’s-oriented 
comedy magic show to the Clarion 
on Wednesday, July 9. Kibbey will 
take the stage at 1:30 p.m.

Kibbey is a Houston-based magi-

cian who tours across the United 
States, with a show that features an 
interactive, age-appropriate show 
full of laughter and magic.

Robin Leach, host of the televi-
sion show “Lifestyles of the Rich 
and Famous,” has seen Kibbey and 
was very impressed with the show.

“I have seen the very best in 

magical entertainment, all over 
the world … and the Magic Lanny 
Kibbey is world class,” Leach said.

Kibbey’s magic show will con-
clude the Clarion’s 2014 Summer 
Matinee Series. Programs are 
recommended for children ages 
4 through 14 years old and are 
approximately 60 minutes in length.

To learn more about Lanny 
Kibbey, visit his Web site at 
www.magiclanny.com. To pur-
chase tickets to the show, 
call (979) 230.3156 or visit 
www.brazosport.edu/clarion.

The Alvin Community College 
women’s softball team will be 
looking for a few good Dolphins 
during an open tryout for the 
team at 10 a.m. on July 12 at 
Ruth Ryan Field.

Players must meet college 
eligibility requirements in order to 
try out.

Coaches will be looking at 
players’ hitting, throwing and 
fielding abilities to determine if 
players are qualified.

The tryout is free and those 
wanting to make the team should 
bring their own gear. They will 
also need a copy of their most 
recent physical.

For more information, call 
(281) 756-3500 or e-mail 
rcantu@alvincollege.edu.

ACC having open tryouts 
for Lady Dolphin softball 

Reckless Kelly July 25 @ 10:30 pm 
MadHAtter July 24 @ 10:00 pm

Turnpike Troubadours
July 26 @ 11:30 pmContest ������������going on now!

July 24, 25, 26, 2014
www.mosquitofestival.com

or 1-800-371-2971

Free and Reduced Admission Times
Compliments Of

World Cup viewership at all-time high in U.S.
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

Move over, baseball and basketball. Soccer is ready to score as 
America’s next major TV sport.

Ratings for some World Cup games in Brazil have surpassed those 
for the NBA Finals and the World Series, driven by avid viewing among 
Latinos and young adults who spent countless Saturdays playing in youth 
soccer leagues.

More than 25 million total viewers on ESPN, Spanish-language Univi-
sion and related mobile apps tuned in to Sunday’s match between the 
U.S. and Portugal, according to Nielsen. It was the most-watched soccer 
game in U.S. history.

All this points to an America that has finally caught the futbol fever that 
infected the rest of the world long ago.

“There is absolutely no doubt that soccer is an ascendant sport,” said 
Scott Guglielmino, ESPN’s senior vice president of programming. “And 
much of that I believe is due to the shifting demographic in our country.”

Indeed, a growing number of American viewers hail from Spanish-
speaking countries, especially Mexico, where soccer has long been 
woven into the culture. Latinos made up 17 percent of the U.S. population 
in 2012, up from 10 percent 20 years ago, according to the U.S. Census 
Bureau.
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New BC art show features works of Jackson Zorn
In art, formal elements, such 

as materials, balance, unity, color, 
subject, rhythm, repetition and 
emotional response are valuable 
discussions. However, what about 
the moment one leaves the image, 
the moment one exits the gallery 
and enters the outside world?

This is the question artist Jack-
son Zorn asks in his show, “Draw-
ing the Blank,” at the Brazosport 
College Art Gallery. The show, 
which features Zorn’s meticulous 
and well-crafted drawings, is cur-
rently ongoing through Aug. 26. A 
reception honoring Zorn and his 
works is scheduled for 2 p.m. on 
Aug. 26.

With “Drawing the Blank,” Zorn 
asks his audience to transcend 
the artworks’ formal elements.

Discussions held away from 
the formal elements or the visual 
artwork fall into complex dialogue 
that includes content, concept, 
memory, relevancy and personal 
experience. The personal narra-
tive of art destroys the need of the 
image and its formal qualities.

With “Drawing the Blank,” view-
ers find themselves drawing in 
their own blanks — the blank of the 
mind. In remembrance of the piece, 
the viewer not only recalls how it 
looks formally, but how it made 
them feel.

The patterns in Zorn’s paintings 
visually stimulate or manipulate the 
eyes. When standing fairly close to 
the panels with no image, and not 
blinking, the patterns can visually 
activate the eyes while engaging 
the mental narrative in its partnering 
piece. The patterning, color-coding 
of labels, and shapes or symbols, 
are tools meant to exercise the 
memory of the actual drawing. This 
work is not only meant to visually 

stimulate, but mentally exercise 
the mind in storytelling, optics, 
image recall and how all these 
relate to experiencing a piece of 
artwork, in and out of the gallery.

“My goal is to present the 
viewer with a unique opportunity 
to have this experience — the loss 
of the image, the separation from 
the image and the mental recall of 
the image all within the confounds 
of a gallery setting,” Zorn said. “It 
leads the viewer to question what 
is more important, the actual draw-
ing or drawing the blank?”

Zorn, who teaches Drawing, 
Painting, Computer Graphic 
Design, Digital Photography and 
Art Appreciation at Brazosport Col-
lege, has a Bachelor’s of Fine Arts 
with a focus in drawing from Clem-
son University and a Master’s of 
Fine Arts with a focus in painting 
and drawing from the University of 
Notre Dame. 

His current work uses iconogra-
phy, portraiture and pop culture to 
cultivate extended narratives for 
the viewer.

Goering’s car too hot to handle for eBay
Sun Sentinel (MCT)

BOCA RATON, Fla. — What Boca Raton auto dealers consider a war 
trophy symbolic of America’s finest triumph is proving too hot to handle.

The online auction site, eBay, has declined to post for auction a 1941 
Mercedes Benz 540K Cabriolet that was special-ordered by Hitler henchman 
Hermann Goering and is now being restored by High Velocity Classics and 
European Cars of Boca.

And eBay’s refusal will end chances that the car gets high-profile attention, 
fears Steven Saffer, general manager of High Velocity Classics.

“We’re almost at a dead end,” he said.
Right now, the car is also listed on WarHistoryOnline.com. It’s currently in 

pieces in North Carolina and needs to be reassembled. Saffer estimates that 
it’s going to cost about $750,000 to restore it. Restored, the car will be worth 
between $5 million and $7 million, Saffer estimates.

Ideally, Saffer said, a group of wealthy Jews will be interested in purchas-
ing it for display in a museum such as Yad Vashem in Jerusalem.
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By Deborah Netburn
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

BISHOP, Calif. — High in the 
Eastern Sierra, a pack of huskies is 
howling in the shadow of snow-cov-
ered peaks.

Drawn by their song, 10 teen-
age members of the Earth to Sky 
Calculus club break from their work 

and gather on a cabin deck. Before 
long, they’re howling too.

It’s the Friday night of a long 
weekend. A brand-new meteor 
shower is supposed to peak tonight, 
and in just a few minutes these 
teens will release a high-altitude 
balloon to the edge of space, hoping 
to photograph a shooting star.

As the first stars emerge, the stu-
dents secure the payload — a soft, 
insulated lunchbox — to the bottom 
of the balloon. Inside is a low-light 
camera to record the meteors, an 
altimeter to measure altitude and a 
thermometer to gauge the changes 
along an ascent that could take 
the balloon as high as 22 miles 

above ground. Two GPS trackers 
are mounted on the outside of the 
payload to help them find it later.

Over the last four years, this 
tightknit group has launched 53 
balloons into the stratosphere. It’s 
a long-running science project with 
a twist: part astronomy experiment, 
part backcountry adventure.

Aaron Lamb lies flat on his back 
and inflates the balloon with a tank 
of helium until it grows to the size of 
a Smart car. He bought the helium 
for $150 that morning, driving seven 
hours round trip with his friend 
Carson Reid to get it.

“It wasn’t too bad,” Lamb says. 
Reid agrees. For kids who grow up 
around here, lengthy road trips are 
a way of life.

As launch time nears, some are 
concerned that the balloon is lop-

sided. There is an argument about 
the formula for measuring circumfer-
ence. Finally, it’s time for liftoff.

“Five, four, three, two, one,” they 
chant, and the balloon begins to 
rise. Reid follows it with a power-
ful flashlight for a few moments, 
illuminating the creamy orb in the 
moonless sky.

There is quiet, and a palpable 
feeling of collective wonder. Then 
the balloon disappears into the 
night.

When the launch is over, most 
of the students go home, but a few 
stay to watch the meteor shower. 
They lie on blankets and gaze at 
a sky so clear, it’s hard to believe 
you’re just four hours from Los 
Angeles.

Reid climbs into a sleeping bag 

Teens learn calculus by releasing a high-altitude balloon to the edge of space

(Continued on Page 9)
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that smells of dog and promptly falls 
asleep.

“We’re the only ones talking,” 
says Amelia Koske-Phillips.

“I know, it’s awkward,” says her 
friend Bronwyn Stephenson.

A meteor shoots across the 
middle of the star-studded sky.

The students of the Earth to Sky 
Calculus club live in and around 
Bishop, a mountain town sur-
rounded almost entirely by wilder-
ness. To the southeast is Death 
Valley, to the west is the Sierra 
Nevada mountain range. Mount 
Whitney, the tallest peak in the con-
tinental U.S., is just 60 miles south.

They are bright 
kids, and many of 
them are headed to 
good colleges in the 
fall, but this balloon 
project would not 
have happened if 
it hadn’t been for 
Koske-Phillips’ soft-
spoken dad, Tony 
Phillips.

Phillips is an 
astrophysicist who 
once worked for  
Caltech. Now he 
works as a science writer for NASA 
and runs spaceweather.com, a 
popular website that tracks phe-
nomena like solar flares, meteor 
showers and radiation storms.

He’s also a dog lover. (Those 10 
howling huskies are his.)

Earth to Sky Calculus began 
seven years ago, when Phillips 
started teaching calculus to his 
daughter and a few of her friends 
during their lunch break at school. 
The kids were in fifth grade at the 
time.

“I had this idea that we teach cal-
culus backwards, and if you taught it 
in a different way, you could teach it 
in elementary school,” he said.

In middle school, the group 
moved on to physics, then quantum 
physics. By the time they were in 
high school, Phillips decided to 
make the class more hands-on.

So far they’ve tried sending a bal-
loon into a thunderstorm to photo-
graph lightning (that didn’t work out), 
and a balloon with extremophile 

bacteria attached to the outside of 
the payload to see if they would 
survive the high levels of cosmic 
and ultraviolet radiation at the top of 
the atmosphere. (They did.)

They’ve tried to measure changes 
in the ozone layer during a solar 
storm, and on the anniversary of the 
Voyager I spacecraft launch, they 
sent a rubber chicken into space 
with a “golden iPod” — their version 
of Voyager’s iconic, but to their 
minds dated, golden record. (Sorry, 
Ann Druyan.)

There have been a few money-
making ventures too. (For $50 you 
can have them send up a picture 
of your dad for a Father’s Day card 
that is “out of this world.”)

The balloon 
is almost always 
launched with a 
lightweight GoPro 
camera that 
captures soar-
ing images of its 
journey as well as 
the curvature of the 
Earth at the pin-
nacle of its ascent. 
It also captures 
the spectacular 
destruction of the 

balloon once it gets too high.
As the balloon journeys up and 

up, the air pressure lessens, and 
the balloon expands until it’s almost 
the size of a house. Then it pops 
in a dramatic explosion of talcum 
powder and balloon shreds.

A parachute attached to the insu-
lated lunchbox helps the equipment 
inside land safely back on Earth. 
The students find it using the GPS 
trackers as a guide.

And that’s when things get crazy.
Recoveries are never simple. 

There is little inhabited land around 
Bishop, so the balloon almost 
always lands somewhere in the 
middle of nowhere.

Members of the group share their 
recovery tales like a veteran rattling 
off war stories. There was that time 
when Reid and Phillips got caught 
in a sandstorm on the outskirts of 
Death Valley National Park. The 
GPS point they were tracking kept 
moving, because the winds picked 
up the lunchbox and scattered the 
contents across the desert.

There was the time Phillips, Reid 
and Michael White hiked for 20 
hours straight into the backcoun-
try of the Sierra to a place called 
McGee Lake. They did an elevation 
gain of 7,000 feet, and the average 
altitude of the hike was 11,000 feet.

Then there was the time the 
payload fell onto the John Muir Trail 

directly in the path of a young hiker 
from Alaska. The GoPro was still 
running when the hiker picked it up, 
and Earth to Sky Calculus has video 
of the hiker waving to the camera, 
and telling everyone he meets that a 
lunchbox just fell out of the sky.

Their longest recovery was when 
a lunchbox landed in Nevada’s Area 

51. It took them six months to get 
that one back from the government.

“To me, recoveries are a huge 
part of the program,” said Phillips, 
who notes they’ve lost only two 
payloads in 53 launches. “Part of 
the journey has been getting to 
know this area in a way you never, 
ever would.”

(Continued from Page 8)

Don’t tell these kids that being a member of a calculus club is boring, or for geeks

“I had this idea that 
we teach calculus 
backwards, and if 
you taught it in a 
different way, you 
could teach it in 
elementary school.” 
    -- Astrophysist Tony  Phillips
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Look for us on 
Facebook

See who is waiting for you at SPCA-BC

Come by the SPCA-BC Shelter at 141 Canna Ln., Lake Jackson, or we 
are at Brazos Mall, Petco and Petsmart every Saturday, to  visit with these 
pets and many of their friends. Kennel sponsorships are now available 
for large or small kennels. Why not have your company or family recog-
nized with a plaque to show you care? Call (979) 285-2340, ext. 100, or visit 
www.spcabc.org for details. Help control the pet population. Have your pet 
spayed or neutered. Come by the  SPCA-BC, and fill out an application today.

“Claiming Social Security at an 
earlier age permanently decreases 
benefits, often significantly,” Murphy 
said. “This is particularly true when 
one spouse earned the majority 
of the income. Waiting results in a 
much larger survivor benefit for the 
spouse who earned less.”

If possible, wait as long as you 
can before claiming Social Secu-
rity. Benefits increase by a certain 
percentage, depending on when 
you were born, if you delay your 
retirement even beyond your full 
retirement age.

For every year you delay past 
that, up to age 70, your benefits will 
rise by 6 percent to 8 percent.

“It does not increase after age 70, 
so there is no point in deferring past 
then,” said Murphy.

Certified financial planner Jan 
Valecka advises: “If you are under 
full retirement age and are still work-
ing with substantial earnings, it is 
usually not advantageous to begin 
benefits.”

Of course, some folks have to 
take Social Security early because 
they need the money.

“The median 401(k) account for 
somebody who’s 60 and older is 
only $56,000,” said Christopher 
Jones, chief investment officer at 
Financial Engines, which provides 
retirement advice to employees in 
401(k) plans. “There’s a significant 
fraction of the population that really 
doesn’t have that much in the way 
of accumulated savings, so Social 
Security is going to form the back-
bone, if not the vast majority, of their 
retirement income.”

To help consumers decide when’s 
the best time to claim Social Secu-
rity, Financial Engines will launch 
a free planner Wednesday on its 
website.

“When to start taking your Social 
Security retirement benefits is a 
tricky question that has no hard-
and-fast answer,” said Valecka, of 
Valecka Wealth Management in 
Dallas. “Taking the benefit early 
or waiting until full retirement age 
depends on how long you are going 
to live, and no one has that answer.”

This much is certain: It has to be 
a calculated decision.

Things to consider, besides your 

health and your family’s longevity:
• Your current cash needs.
• Do you plan to work in retire-

ment?
• Do you have other sources of 

retirement income?
• Your future financial needs and 

obligations.
• The amount of your future 

Social Security benefit.
“Getting this decision right and 

getting the most value from their 

Social Security benefits will be 
critical to having a good standard of 
living in retirement,” Jones said.

    WHERE TO GET HELP
To find your full retirement age, 

go to the Social Security Adminis-
tration’s website: ssa.gov/retire2/
agereduction.htm.

To get help determining the 
best time to claim benefits, after 
Wednesday go to Financial Engines’ 
free Social Security planner: 
financialengines.com.

At what age is it best to apply for Social Security?
(Continued from Page 1)

movie because it was junk. How-
ever, the article about the actors 
I interviewed was a good read. I 
could not lie to my readers about 
the movie.

So, for those who are still 
staunch believers that newspaper-
ing should never get involved in 
a freebie, let me bring up some 
examples that are worse.

Political lobbyists frequently pay 
off our politicians with expensive 
junkets, gifts and private rides on 
company jets to try to buy their 
vote. That has an effect on what 
laws are passed in Congress. My 
little weekend escape on some-
body else’s dime is not in this 
category.

I am enjoying the getaway 
without any guilty feelings and am 
writing about it honestly. I thought 
it would be interesting to give you, 
dear readers, an insight on how 
this business really works.

On a previous trip, the organiz-
ers flew in journalists from all over 
the country. I drove because it 
was close by. We all had a great 
time for three days. Everything 
was covered – hotel, food  and 
entertainment.  That one involved 
providing coverage for a vacation 

spot. Many of the freelancers we 
met already had their articles sold.

Not every news organization 
has deep pockets to be able to 
send writers to cover stories in 
far-away places. I also met up with 
several writers at these events 
who work for small papers, which 
are not financially able to afford 
such trips.

So, your news, or at least fea-
ture stories, sometimes are pro-
duced by writers whose expenses 
are paid for by the organization 
that wants to shine a light on what 
they are doing.

A good friend of mine was a 
sports writer for a small paper. He 
was wined and dined by the team 
he covered. Those guys get to live 
the good life a lot more than me. 
When the team stinks, they still 
write that it stinks. It’s a balancing 
act.

 I have to wrap it up because 
I want to use the workout room 
before I eat lunch while watching a 
presentation about a new feature 
attraction at this place.

Next week we’ll be back at 
Bulletin Headquarters banging out 
another column. But for now, it’s 
time to play. This is a hard job, but 
someone has to do it.

I’m soaking up a luxurious junket
(Continued from Page 1)
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The Wright Family Foundation, founders of SI Group, recently presented a grant of $150,000 to the 
Brazosport College Foundation. The grant will be used to help Brazosport College meet local workforce 
needs with the construction of its Crafts Academy Welding Lab. Pictured are, from left, Dr. Millicent Valek, 
Gary Crabtree, Hennie Kriel, Mike Wood and Serena Andrews. To learn more about Brazosport College’s 
plans for its new welding lab, call the Brazosport College Foundation at (979) 230-3245.

Wright Family Foundation presents gift to BC for welding lab

Good sign for economy: Pending home sales soar nationwide in May
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

Pending home sales surged 
more than expected in May, the 
latest sign a sluggish housing 
recovery is picking up steam.

A gauge of signed contracts for 
previously owned homes jumped 
6.1 percent from April, the National 
Association of Realtors said. It was 
the largest pop since April 2010. 

Then, buyers rushed to lock in a 
first-time home buyer tax credit 
before it expired.

After slowing last summer, the 
housing market appears to be 
turning a corner. More homes on 
the market, slowing price appre-
ciation and lower mortgage rates 
have lured buyers off the sidelines, 
economists say.

May’s pending sales data beat 
expectations. The median forecast 
for economists polled by Bloom-
berg News was for a 1.5 percent 
rise.

And buyers closed deals on 4.9 
percent more previously owned 
homes in May than April. 

Meanwhile, new home sales 
jumped 18.6 percent in May.
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Arctic veteran and cancer survivor continues fitness regimen at 82
By Martha Ross
Contra Costa Times (MCT)

WALNUT CREEK, Calif. 
— Eileen Birdsong has faced 
cancer three times over the past 
two decades, but she has never 
let it slow her down.

During eight months of radia-

tion treatment for breast cancer 
in the mid-1990s, the Pleasanton 
woman walked the 6-mile round 
trip to her doctor’s appointments 
five days a week.

Two years ago, back home 
following surgery from esophageal 
cancer, she was walking as soon 

as she could, if only to the end of 
the block and back.

“It’s not how much you do or 
how far you walk, doing some 
form of exercise is better than 
doing nothing,” says Birdsong, 
82. “My doctors told me I survived 
because I had taken such good 

care of myself all my life through 
exercise and diet.”

Birdsong’s can-do spirit 
revealed itself when she was a 
young woman in the 1950s, living 
and working in the Canadian 
Arctic with that country’s Depart-
ment of Defense. Birdsong, a 
native of Manitoba, was a dental 
assistant, supporting multinational 
military exercises at a base in 
Churchill, a town on the shore of 
Hudson Bay.

At the time, Canada and the 
United States feared a Soviet 
invasion via an Arctic route, so 
from September to May, the allies 
trained soldiers and pilots to fight 
in extreme weather conditions.

“We were above the tree line,” 
says Birdsong, who initially signed 
a one-year contract. For the six 
months of winter, she lived without 
sun. For the other six months, the 
sun shone all the time. And it was 
cold, with average January tem-
peratures falling into the double 
digits below zero. “It was the cold-
est place I’ve ever been in.”

But Birdsong loved the place 
and the work and stayed for five 
years. When she wasn’t providing 
dental services to soldiers, she 
was dispatched to take care of the 
teeth of Inuit and other natives.

In the 1950s, Birdsong says, 
people didn’t think about going 
out to exercise just for the sake 
of exercise, but Birdsong couldn’t 
help but get fit.

“You were always walking 
outdoors in cold weather,” she 
says. “You could eat like a horse 
because you burned a lot of calo-
ries just surviving.”

Her Arctic adventure ended 
after she met her first husband, 
U.S. Army Col. William Trapp, who 
had accompanied Wernher von 
Braun, considered the German 
father of rocket science, to the 
Canadian north to test rockets.

Birdsong became a military 
wife. She maintained her sense of 
adventure while finding some-
thing to enjoy in every place they 
were posted, from Leavenworth, 
Kansas, to Taiwan and Bangkok.

History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

July 8: ON THIS DATE in 1889, John L. Sullivan won by knockout in 75 
rounds in the last sanctioned bare-knuckle fight in the United States. In 1932, 
the Dow Jones industrial average fell to 41.22, its lowest point during the 
Great Depression.

July 9: ON THIS DATE in 1918, 101 people were killed in a train colli-
sion in Nashville, Tenn. In 1956, Dick Clark debuted as host of “American 
Bandstand.”

July 10: ON THIS DATE in 1940, during World War II, the 114-day Battle 
of Britain began as Nazi forces attacked southern England by air. In 1962, 
the Telstar communications satellite was launched from Cape Canaveral, 
Fla.

July 11: ON THIS DATE in 1533, Pope Clement VII excommunicated 
England’s King Henry VIII. In 1864, during the Civil War, Confederate forces 
led by Gen. Jubal Early began an abortive invasion of Washington, D.C., 
turning back the next day.

July 12: ON THIS DATE in 1290, Jews were expelled from England by 
order of King Edward I. In 1914, Babe Ruth made his Major League Baseball 
debut, pitching for the Boston Red Sox.

July 13: ON THIS DATE in 1863, deadly rioting against the Civil War 
military draft erupted in New York. In 1960, John F. Kennedy won the Demo-
cratic presidential nomination at his party’s convention in Los Angeles.

Answer to last week’s question: This week in 1951, President Truman 
asked Congress to formally end the state of war with Germany.

This week’s question: In 1971, President Nixon announced that he would 
visit what communist country?
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Why is defensive 
driving a good deal?

So, you got a ticket. Now what?
Should you pay it, or should you 

take a defensive driving course?
While you may not like the idea of 

sitting in a defensive driving class for 
six hours, the reality is that defensive 
driving is the cheapest way to get rid 
of a traffic violation ticket.

Plus, by taking defensive driving, 
you also will earn a certificate that 
will decrease the liability portion of 
your car insurance by 10 percent for 
the next three years. Plus, there will 
not be any points attached to your 
license.

A defensive driving class like 
Stand-Up Defensive Driving at 
Brazos Mall in Lake Jackson 
makes you a better, more careful 
and considerate driver. By keeping 
your attention through comedy and 
integrating entertainment into the 
curriculum, you are subjected to a 
continuing education driving course 
that refreshes the rules of the road.

You’ll even learn about how laws 
of physics control what happens to 
you in a car crash, and how you can 
use these laws to avoid the crash 
altogether.

If you become a safer driver, 
chances are that you will be able to 
steer around accidents or stop your 
car safely before crashing. If you can 
do that by following a few defensive 
driving pointers, you will not file an 
insurance claim if you do not crash 
your car.

Saving 10 percent on insurance for 
the next three years is your reward 
for choosing defensive driving rather 
than paying the ticket. Once you 
complete the course and receive your 
certificate, the ticket does not count. 
You also will not be allotted 2 points 
on your license for a moving violation 
or 3 points for a crash, which can 
lead to license suspension.

By law, you can take defensive 
driving once every 12 months to 
dismiss a ticket. However, once you 
complete a Stand-Up Defensive 
Driving course, we hope that we 
won’t see you for another three 
years, when renewing your insurance 
discount certificate.

Call (979) 299-1000 for the Lake 
Jackson school inside Brazos Mall. 
Scheduled six-hour classes are Tues/
Wed 6-9 p.m. and Sat. 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

Attention soccer haters: Do not resist the temptation to get on the bandwagon
By George Diaz
Orlando Sentinel (MCT)

Memo to Soccer Hater: Resis-
tance is futile.

Can you hear it? Can you feel it? 
Can you believe it?

The U.S. is officially passion-
ate about soccer. Just look at all 
those patriotic fools on Wall Street 
in downtown Orlando, where they 
gathered to feel the euphoric buzz 
of a few beers, coupled with the 
dramatic tie.

See Twitterverse blow up with 
patriotic chants of “USA!” plus 
smiley faces and last-second 
updates from matches.

Soccer is no longer an acquired 
taste in the United States. It’s gone 
from broccoli to meat and potatoes.

Sorry. I know that’s hard to stom-

ach, Soccer Hater.
“I kind of feel sorry for them, gen-

uinely,” said Phil Rawlins, Orlando 
City Soccer Club president. “They 
are the ones who don’t get it. If only 
they took the time to understand the 
game, just go to a few games.”

Full disclosure: I’m not fully 
converted. I won’t be signing up for 
English Premier League updates on 
my cellphone anytime soon. I still 
prefer my futbol served up with hel-
mets, shoulder pads and the beauty 
of a deep fly pass for a score.

But I’m not blind to ignore the fact 
that the sport is no longer a punch-
ing bag for ball-and-stick purists.

The World Cup brings the perfect 
storm of a sport on the rise with 
America’s love for a good time, 
complete with face paint, orches-
trated chants and plenty of beer 

on tap.
The MLS began in 1996 with 

10 franchises. It now has 19, and 
Orlando is one of four more fran-
chises on the way.

For decades, Soccer Hater was 
right. They had the right to mock all 
the Soccer Savants who screamed 
“soccer is going to become the next 
major spectator sport in America.”

You were right to LOL. But now 
you should be SMH.

Your run is over.
It isn’t your world. It never will be. 

It’s a new generation, younger and 
not bound by conventional rules of 
fan expectations. 

Call the soccer people cock-
roaches if you want. Same differ-
ence. You can’t stomp all of them 
with one bedroom slipper.

It’s also a little mental that 
Soccer Hater finds the game 
boring. The average broadcast time 
of an NFL game is 3 hours and 12 
minutes.

Actual playing time: 11 minutes.
The viewer will actually spend 

more time (17 minutes) watching 
replays.

A 1-nil score can still be a chal-
lenge to get through, especially if 
your head is on a pillow at home. 
But at least soccer involves non-
stop action.

Just sayin’.
I’m not officially on the soccer 

bandwagon. But I’m keeping an 
eye on it and following it closely.

It’s safer to get on board than to 
get trampled over just because of 
obstinate defiance.

MLB All-Star Game, Tuesday, July 15, 7:00 PM on FOX, at Target Field, Minneapolis, Minnesota
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 Tower site
6 “That last piece of cake is mine!”
10 Hemingway nickname
14 Once __ time ...
15 Shield border, in heraldry
16 Skunk’s defense
17 Roulette choices
18 Roulette, for one
19 Baltic native

20 Some boxing wins
23 Not bare
24 Large expanse
25 Cause a stir
31 Bath accessory
33 TV talk pioneer
34 March composer
35 Destructive Greek god
37 Like May through August, literally
40 Bar order

41 Use Comet on
43 Rejection from the top
45 RMN was his vice president
46 Sitcom security device that often 
defeated its own purpose
50 Bread, at times
51 Salad cheese
52 Where to find the starts of 20-, 
25- and 46-Across
59 Winter coat
60 Michigan city or college
61 __ Janeiro
62 Part of a plot
63 Pleased
64 Navel phenomenon
65 Tools for Wolfgang Puck
66 Italian noble family
67 Fancy moldings

Down
1 Burger King supply
2 For each one
3 Recipe instruction
4 Supplement nutritionally
5 Race ender
6 Outcome of successful negotia-
tions
7 Camaro __-Z
8 A bit down
9 Dojo instructor
10 Game divided into chukkers
11 Arabian Peninsula seaport
12 Tools for Wolfgang Puck
13 Gallery showing
21 Senegal’s capital
22 Swimmers Crocker and Thorpe
25 Rudder’s locale
26 Coin-tossing attraction
27 Gooey lump
28 Upholsterer’s choice
29 Previously owned
30 Cut the skin from
31 Like “padre,” e.g.: Abbr.
32 BP subsidiary
36 Drag to court
38 Like some millionaires
39 Expensive
42 Pear variety
44 Lake on the New York border
47 Silo filler
48 Hogwarts castings
49 Thoughtful
52 Cuzco native
53 Muffin grain
54 Flock females
55 Latin I verb
56 Single
57 “Garfield” canine
58 “Cheers” actor Roger
59 Maple yield
(c)2014 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
GLOVE  SKIRT PARKA  JEANS  SCARF  SHIRT
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: CRAZE  USURY  JUGGLE  BOILED
Answer: How the professor got his doctorate -- BY DEGREES

Bulletin  Horoscope
Tribune Content Agency

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Gain 
ground by being in the know about 
the latest gadget or fad. New friends 
could have a huge influence in the 
week to come, so you may hang out 
in lofty circles. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): It’s 

hard to see the road clearly when 
you have stars in your eyes. Keep 
your money in your pocket during the 
first half of the week. You might be 
too gullible or easily misled because 
you’re so anxious to please.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): A 
tendency to be vague could trip you 

up in the week ahead, so stick to the 
truth and nothing but the truth. The 
possibility of an amorous attraction 
could enliven a casual friendship or 
brighten the workplace.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Take 
a vacation from drives and ambi-
tions. Turn your home into some-

thing special by making the little 
things count in the upcoming week. 
Instead of starting big projects take 
some time for home-grown comforts.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Listen to 
practical suggestions only if they 
have the ring of truth. Don’t plan 
on starting big projects over the 
next few days, as they could end 
up being more trouble than they’re 
worth. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Bank 
accounts may fatten nicely under 
your watchful eye this week, or extra 
dollars could come your way. If that 
lottery ticket pays off, don’t squander 
the money dollars on little pleasures, 
but tuck it away for a rainy day.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Time 
is money. Avoid costly mistakes by 
refraining from making major invest-
ments of time, money, or emotions 
in the first part of the week. Wait to 
make vacation plans.,

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
When you’re pushed to the edge, 
you can hope someone catches 
you or you learn to fly. In the week 
ahead, use your resourcefulness 

and ingenuity to handle challenging 
situations. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Peace and harmony can reign 
supreme, but someone could be 
restless for glamour. Time for reflec-
tion makes this a pleasant week for 
inspiration, but could lead you to a 
conclusion that changes your mind 
about a key issue.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
In the week to come, you’ll be able 
to meet others halfway. You might 
reach a beneficial compromise, 
especially if someone demonstrates 
a caring attitude. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Love the one you’re with. You may 
feel special in the week ahead 
because someone makes you feel 
cherished and loved. You may feel 
that you must defend your territory.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
The impulse to gamble walks hand 
in hand with a chance to lose. Put 
emphasis on work, career and intelli-
gent communications and steer clear 
of anything that seems too good to 
be true in the week ahead.
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Ard Law Firm, PLLC, and Sandra Ard, attorney, can help families in time of crisis
The mission of the Ard 

Law Firm is to grant fami-
lies peace of mind in the 
midst of a crisis. 

The Ard Law Firm, 
PLLC focuses solely on 
Elder Law. Elder Law is 
the practice area of law 
that handles legal issues 
dealing with disability and 
death of a loved one. Our 
main focus is to assist 
families in the myriad 
of paperwork and legal 

issues when a family 
member is injured, perma-
nently or temporarily, or 
when someone passes.

As we all know, a 
medical crisis can lead to 
financial crisis, and both 
will definitely lead to emo-
tional crisis. Ard Law Firm, 
PLLC focuses on educat-
ing the families and the 
community on the options 
available to help pay for 
the medical crisis, such as 

Veterans Aid & Attendance 
benefits and Medicaid 
Eligibility. 

Many families believe 
they don’t qualify for 
Medicaid or believe they 
will lose their home to 
Medicaid. No one in the 
State of Texas should ever 
lose their home, and with 
proper counseling from an 
Elder Law Attorney, you 
can keep the home and the 
majority of the assets upon 
entering a skilled nursing 
facility. A married couple 
can keep anywhere from 
90-99% of all assets upon 
admission, while a single 
person can keep anywhere 
from 50-85% of all assets. 

Sandy has practiced law 
for 15 years. After attaining 
several career goals work-
ing at national and interna-
tional law firms in Houston 
and practicing trial law 
in Texas, Louisiana and 
Mississippi, she realized 

her passion and inspiration 
came from her family and 
helping other families. She 
opened her own practice 
in 2005 and eventually 
moved it from Houston to 
Dickinson to be closer to 
her family, her clients and 
their families.

She is a member of 
National Academy of 
Elder Law Attorneys and 
a founding member of 
Lawyers with Purpose, 
Medicaid Practice Network 
and an esteemed member 
of the College of the 
State Bar of Texas. Sandy 
graduated from Texas A&M 
University and University of 
Houston Law Center.

Sandy has been married 
to her husband, Darin, for 
22 years, They have two 
children. Their oldest son 
is currently attending Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin. 
They enjoy an active 
lifestyle with their four 

dogs and a rabbit in the 
Dickinson/Clear Lake area. 
The Ards are involved with 
their church and karate. 

Sandy believes estate 
planning affects every gen-
eration of a family, and she 
realizes long-term ongo-
ing relationships with her 
clients and their families 
is absolutely mandatory to 
ensure their legal needs 
are met and their estate 
plans work.

Attorney Sandra Ard, of the Ard Law Firm, PLLC.

No one in the State of Texas should ever lose their home and assets when entering a skilled nursing facility


