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On July 4, 1994, The Bulletin’s 
first issue appeared in Brazoria 
County. Yes, we timed the first 
issue to coincide with the holiday. 

It’s easier to 
remember.

The issue 
you are hold-
ing in your 
hands, or are 
reading on 
your screen, 
finishes 21 
years of 

publishing. On July 7, we’ll start 
our 22nd year.

And some people swore that 
this little paper wouldn’t even last 
even 20 years.

We have gone through quite 
a few twists and turns over the 
decades, but our priority always 
has been to put out the best 
product we could on a weekly 
basis, maximizing our resources 
and doing much of it ourselves.

It’s been a great experience, 
and apparently the community 
thinks so also, because it has 
been supporting the paper all this 
time. Advertisers must think it’s 
a good investment, because all 
the issues have been advertiser 
supported, since the paper is 
distributed free of charge.

We’re not an ordinary free 
weekly paper. The Bulletin has 

RAMBLINGS

Bulletin has 
been around 
for 21 years

Fourth of July is a blast

Look inside for special pages dedicated to Freeport’s Fishin’ Fiesta 

The sky will be lighting up in and around Brazoria County 
for Fourth of July celebrations, and with the Fourth being on 
a Saturday this year, families will have extra time to enjoy the 
holiday.

Along with the visual effects, the pops, booms and bangs 
that accompany them may frighten pets, so pet owners may 
want to put their four-legged family members inside the cool 
house or garage with some food, water and blankets or 
towels to calm them or prevent them from running away and 
getting lost.

If you’re looking for a place to go see a fireworks show, 
there are several options in our county and adjoining coun-
ties.

Freeport’s Fishin’ Fiesta will feature fireworks on Friday, 
July 3, at Freeport Municipal Park. See more inside about 
other events and entertainment at this event. Dog Town 
Blues, the band, will perform after the fireworks.

Lake Jackson also will offer live music and fireworks with 
Cole Degges performing at the Lake Jackson Civic Center 
Saturday, July 4, from 7-10 p.m. Lake Jackson’s fireworks on 
Saturday, July 4, are best visible from the Brazos Mall area 

along Highway 332 West and are shot off at dark. Families 
usually gather at the concert and fireworks, bring their lawn 
chairs, sometimes coolers with food or/and drinks, to enjoy 
both the free concert and fireworks.

Alvin will host its usual show at Alvin Community College 
on July 4, starting with a community band playing at 7:30 
p.m., followed by fireworks at 9 p.m. The college is located 
at 3110 Mustang Road. Most area residents take lawn chairs 
and set them up in parking lots along Highway 35, such as 
the college or Kroger parking lot.

Pearland will hold its Celebration of Freedom on July 4 at 
the Pearland High School football stadium at 3775 S. Main. A 
concert at 6 p.m. will kick off the night, followed by fireworks 
at 9 p.m. Parking is available at the high school, or there is a 
free shuttle at Pearland Junior High South or Turner Career 
High School at 4719 Bailey Road.

Galveston will hold a Fourth of July parade at 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday along Seawall Boulevard, followed by fireworks 
over the Gulf. There’s numerous activities in Galveston over 
the Fourth of July weekend. Moody Gardens’ Palm Beach   

Check out all the great events and entertainment around the area

(Continued on page 7)

Schlitterbahn ticket 
winners inside
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Did you know?

ABOUT US

John and Sharon 
Toth, Owners and 

Publishers
Since July 4, 1994

THE BULLETIN is distrib-
uted each Tuesday by J&S 

Communications, Inc.. E-mail 
letters and press releases 

to john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Faxed or mailed announce-

ments are no longer 
accepted. For advertis-

ing information, call (979) 
849-5407. Advertising and 
news release deadline is 5 

p.m.Tuesday.
Our 21st year of publishing!

Drivers/OwnerOps! 
Local Work! Home Daily, Ben-

efits! CDL-A, 1yr exp, Great Driv-
ing record. Sunsetlogistics.com 
281-693-4587 or 888-215-4285

SOMETIMES THINGS HAPPEN JUST IN MY HEAD, OFFI-
CER: In a hysterical 12-minute phone call to the police emergency 
number, a man in England reported that he was being attacked by 
an intruder, and that his friend had been shot in the chest and was 
bleeding badly. Turns out, the guy had been playing the violent 
video game Grand Theft Auto, and that the events that he described 
had not happened in reality. His attorney said that the man was 
“confused” and had “very little recollection of the phone call.”

VERY CLEVER, WISE GUY: A man passed out drunk behind 
the wheel of his car on a street in Riviera Beach, Fla. During the 
sobriety test, his pants fell down, and police described his attitude 
as “sarcastic.” They asked him how long he had been drinking, and 
he replied “since I was 14.”

AN UNFORTUNATE COINCIDENCE: A woman was arrested for 
possession of crystal meth while wearing a T-shirt imprinted with the 
words I (heart) crystal meth.

WELL, WE CALL IT RUSTLIN’, PARDNER: A man stole seven 
head of cattle from a neighboring rancher in Oklahoma, and sold 
them at auction. He was charged with larceny of domestic animals.

I KNOW HOW THIS MUST LOOK, OFFICER: A police officer on 
a motorcycle, pulled up next to a driver in Redcliff, Australia, at 4:30 
in the morning, and saw him rolling a joint behind the wheel.

NEVER SAMPLE YOUR OWN PRODUCT: A drug dealer in Nan-
chang, China, stocked the trunk of his Porsche with about $160,000 
worth of cocaine, and then drove to meet his distributor. But he 
blacked out on a highway in Jiangxi Province, wedging his car into 
the rear of a truck. The truck driver didn’t notice, and dragged the 
Porsche for more than six miles before police intervened.

COME AND GET ME, COPPER! A thousand-pound cow, about 
to be slaughtered at a butcher shop in Idaho, apparently sensed 
something was wrong, and fled the scene, jumping a six-foot fence 
and leading police on a chase that damaged three vehicles.

I JUST WANT TO FEEL PRETTY: A man stole more than 2,000 
pairs of ladies’ panties and bras from his neighbors’ homes in Yulin, 
China. He was caught because he had stashed the goods in the 
space above a false ceiling which ultimately collapsed from the 
weight of the stolen lingerie.

HOW DID YOU CATCH ME? Fearing a break-in, a woman in the 
Homerton section of London placed a row of bowls of water under 
her kitchen window as a security measure. Sure enough, a burglar 
broke in through the window and caused a ruckus when he broke 
the bowls. He fled, but police followed his wet footprints to his apart-
ment which was right next door.

SO, WILL THAT BE CASH OR CHARGE, MA’AM? Thinking 
that the truffle under a glass case in a Washington, D.C., restaurant 
was a free sample, a woman took a great big bite out of it. She was 
then informed that it was a rare, white Alba truffle which costs about 
$300.

Drivers, Class-A
We’re Growing! 100% 

Employer PAID Group Health 
Insurance! Hazmat-Tank End a 
Plus$$! www.getmehomedispa
tcher.com. Call Tony:  855-582-
4456

Younger Onset Alzheimer’s Support Group

First Christian Church
503 Oyster Creek Dr., Lake Jackson

Thurs., July 2   6-7:30 p.m.

Facilitator: Dale Libby
979-236-5393  djjalibby@hotmail.com

Dale, Coordinator of the Brazoria County Alzheimer’s Awareness 
Project, took early retirement from Dow Chemical to care for his wife, 

Joyce. He volunteers with the Alzheimer’s Association and is Vice 
Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Gathering Place.

• Michelangelo was the first Teen-
age Mutant Ninja Turtle ever drawn.

• Married couples who watch 
movies and talk about them after-
wards are less likely to divorce than 
those who don’t watch movies.
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You can also reach us at:
www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Zero gavity effects 
Q.  How are astronauts affected 

by spending a year in the zero 
gravity of space?

A.  The sustained body weight-
lessness may bring on weakening 
of the calf muscles, quadriceps, 
and neck and back muscles that 
must generally work against 
the force of gravity, says Jeffrey 
Kluger in “Time” magazine.  

Bones may lose minerals and 
weaken, and as calcium is flushed 
from the body it may become 
concentrated into kidney stones.  
Plus, skin thins and loses elastic-
ity, at times becoming more sensi-
tive and giving way to infections 
and slower healing.  

The eyes also can be affected 
as unweighted fluids shift upward, 
“putting pressure on the optic 
nerve and eyeball and leading to 
a loss of visual acuity.”  

Ear problems can bring on 
motion sickness and disorienta-
tion until the body adapts, then 
these symptoms may recur during 
reacclimation to gravity back on 
Earth.  Add in tight schedules and 
ambient noise and sleep may 
be disrupted, resulting in as little 
as six good hours a “night” and 
bringing on anxiety and reduced 
alertness.    

At the heart of the matter, of 
course, is a potentially weakening 
ticker as it no longer has to work 
against gravity to pump fluids to 
the upper extremities.

Damage-limiting countermea-
sures include exercising for two 
hours a day, eating a well-regu-
lated diet, wearing lower body 
pressure-restoring garments and 
finally, maintaining regular com-
munication with folks back home. 

Search for aliens
Q.  Which solar systems are 

more likely to harbor extraterres-
trials?  Think geometry here, and 
call this one “the circle of life.”

A.  Having lots of planets helps 
the chances, since the more plan-
ets a star has, the more circular 
their orbits are apt to be, says Ken 
Croswell in “Scientific American” 
magazine.  

With circular orbits, the planets 
don’t interfere with one another; 
moreover, they don’t move too 
close to their star and thus burn 
up or move too far away and 
freeze.

Our own solar system fits 
this pattern, with eight (or nine) 
planets moving around the sun in 
fairly circular paths.  For example, 
Earth’s orbit has an eccentricity 
of just 1.7% (“eccentricity” ranges 

from 0% for a perfect circle and 
approaches 100% for extreme 
ellipses).  

Mercury and Pluto, on the other 
hand, pursue oval-shaped orbits, 
with 21% and 25% eccentricities.  
Yet these are tame compared with 
many other stars where the plan-
ets have eccentricities exceeding 
60%, 70%, even 80%.

“Thus intelligent beings are 
more likely to prosper on planets 
with circular orbits,” Croswell 
concludes.  “Such beings would 
see many other worlds orbiting 
their star, just as we do – and may 
even bicker over which ones are 
truly planets.”

A big fish tale
Q.  “I’ve experienced lots of 

interesting natural phenomenon 
underwater, all over the world, but 
this is near the top of the list,” said 
Canadian photographer Keri Wilk.  
What was this “special” event?

A.  Sperm whales are the larg-
est toothed predators in the world, 
so encountering one can be “a 
magical experience,” though tem-
pered at times by that rarely seen 
defense mechanism – emergency 
defecation, says Rowan Hooper in 
“New Scientist” magazine.  

When Wilk was sailing in the 
Caribbean, he and three col-
leagues spotted one of these 
gargantuan creatures and jumped 
in for some close-ups.  

As the whale approached 
them, it pointed downwards and 
began to evacuate its bowels, 
then started to churn up the water.  
“Like a bus-sized blender,” Wilk 
stated, “it very quickly and effec-
tively dispersed its fecal matter 
into a cloud.”

Though defensive defecation 
has been recorded in pygmy and 
dwarf sperm whales, Wilk knows 
of no other reports of emergency 
excretion on the part of sperm 
whales.  

Despite what it might seem 
like to be enveloped in what Wilk 
describes as a “poonado,” he 
cherishes the moment.  “As long 
as you didn’t take your mask off, 
you couldn’t really smell anything.  
Taste is another matter....” 
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)
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Readers win free tickets to Schiltterbahn in Galveston
The Bulletin’s most popular con-

test of the year has come to a close 
- tickets to Schlitterbahn Water Park 
in Galveston.

Each winner will receive two 
tickets, a $90 value, to the park to 
beat the heat this summer. At The 
Bulletin, we don’t just draw one or 
two winners like many other con-
tests. We usually draw a minimum 
of four or five, and this time we have 
drawn nine names. This is a way we 
reward our readers for their loyalty 
and want to encourage you, dear 
readers, to continue picking up your 
weekly Bulletin.

 We also appreciate it when you 
do business with our advertisers, 
who make our free paper possible, 
and it doesn’t hurt to mention our 
name when doing so! 

Our winners come from cities 
throughout Brazoria County - and 
sometimes outside. For those who 
entered and didn’t win, there’s 

always next time. We offer several 
contests throughout the year offer-
ing tickets to various events. Our 
next one probably will be the Texas 
Renaissance Festival, which will 
be in the fall, and that is probably 
our second most popular contest 
of the year. Tickets to the winners 
below will be mailed, so be looking 
for them if you have not already 
received them.

Our Schlitterbahn winners for 
2015 are:

• Melinda Bedrich, Lake Jackson;
• Lauren Logan, Angleton;
• Kathy Cruz, Lake Jackson;
• Brandon Ferrell, West Columbia;
• Julia Cameron, Angleton;
• Sophia Garza, Alvin; 
• Mary Miller, Lake Jackson; 
• Joleen Cox, Lake Jackson; and
• Tanya Gernand, Brazoria

Did you know?
• The most common injuries 

people sustain from Wii Sports are 
black eyes, bruises, and hand cuts. 
According to one study, a medium-
size dog has a larger ecological 
footprint than an SUV.

• The main characters in chil-
dren’s animated films are 2.5 times 
more likely to die than those in adult 
dramas.

• Couples who use pronouns like 
“we,” “our,” and “us” solve conflicts 
better than those who use “I,”  “me,” 
and “you.”

• Each year, about 843,000 
turkeys die of a heart attack.

• The Hummer H2 only gets 10 
miles per gallon on city streets, and 
14 miles per gallon on the highway.

• There were over 61 million 
pagers in use in 1994.
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(This column was prepared by the Social Security Administration. For fast 
answers to specific Social Security questions, contact Social Security toll-free at 
800-772-1213 or visit www.socialsecurity.gov.)

What is the maximum benefit I can receive?
SOCIAL SECURITY Q&A

Tribune News Service (TNS)
Q: I’m planning my retirement. What is the maximum Social Security 

benefit I might receive?
A: The maximum benefit depends on the age you retire and how much 

you earned in your lifetime. For example, if you retire at age 62 in 2015, 
your maximum benefit will be $2,025. If you retire at full retirement age 
in 2015, your maximum benefit will be $2,663. If you retire at age 70 
in 2015, your maximum benefit will be $3,501. You can estimate your 
benefits by using our Retirement Estimator at www.socialsecurity.gov/
estimator .

Q: I’m retired, and the only income I have aside from my Social Secu-
rity retirement benefit is from an Individual Retirement Account (IRA). 
Are my IRA withdrawals considered “earnings?” Could they reduce my 
monthly Social Security benefits?

A: No. We do not count non-work income, such as annuities, invest-
ment income, interest, capital gains, and other government benefits, and 
they will not affect your Social Security benefits. Most pensions will not 
affect your benefits. However, your benefit may be affected by a govern-
ment pension from work on which you did not pay Social Security tax. If 
you have wages or self-employment income and you are under your full 
retirement age, this income may affect your benefit amount. For more 
information, visit our website at www.socialsecurity.gov or call us toll free 
at 1-800-772-1213 (TTY 1-800-325-0778).

a national news wire subscription, 
a cartoon syndication that gives 
us access to hundreds of cartoons 
weekly, independent features 
exclusive to The Bulletin, and local 
stories about the community.

And, we have this column each 
week, which has generated quite a 
following over the years.

We’re a journalist-run paper. Both 
Sharon and I have worked in jour-
nalism before we started The Bul-
letin. We weigh quality and quantity 
carefully each week. We emphasize 
good writing and story placement. 

There are good publications in 
this area, and we wanted to do 
something different, changing the 
emphasis a little over the years. 
The business has changed over 
the decades, and we have tried to 
make our moves to keep the paper 
financially healthy and an interesting 

read.
It’s no secret that the print indus-

try has taken a hit from the Internet, 
and the industry as a whole failed to 
recognize how destructive this new 
fangled electronic gadget would be, 
and responded it accordingly.

We were the first in this area to 
put our product on the Internet. 
Granted, it was pretty simple, with 
just a story thread running down. 
But back in those days, big papers 
that were also on it weren’t much 
more complicated.

Because the industry missed a 
window of opportunity to join the 
cybernet generation, jobs started 
disappearing and newspapers 
folded. I have seen a drastic 
shakeup in this business since 
joining it as a reporter for the Daily 
Tribune in Bay City in 1979.

We had competition back then 
also, among each other and radio 

and television, but there were 
plenty of pieces of the pie for every-
one to share. The Internet gobbled 
up a lot of the pieces before most 
newspapers realized what was 
happening. 

We survived all those challenges 
as a small weekly, and kept on 
printing, even when some of our 
print compadres fell by the wayside. 
It was rough at times, but in this 
business, good times are combined 
with bad times. The key is to make 
sure there is more good than bad.

We could not put out the paper 

without advertiser support, and for 
that we are very grateful. Sharon 
and I hope that those who have 
advertised with us have made a 
nice profit and had a good experi-
ence.

But a paper without readers 
cannot exist either, and we thank 
you for coming back each week 
and reading The Bulletin. And we 
also appreciate all the stores and 
restaurants that allow us to distrib-
ute the paper at their locations.

Sharon and I intend to do this a 
while longer. We’d be bored without 

chasing deadlines.
So, look forward to many more 

years of The Bulletin, including 
free ticket giveaways, lots of local 
stories and – this column. It will be 
here no matter where I am.

There is this newfangled thing 
called the Internet machine that lets 
me file it from anywhere.

Bulletin completes 21 years of publishing; Looking forward to many more
(Continued from Page 1)

If you need to publicize your 
community event, send us the 
announcement in text form a week 
before the Tueday you need it to 
run, and we’ll publish it in the paper.
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History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

June 29: ON THIS DATE in 
1927, the first flight from the U.S. 
Pacific coast arrived in Hawaii. In 
1967, Jerusalem was reunified 
as Israel removed barricades 
separating the Old City from the 
Israeli sector after its victory in the 
Six-Day War.

June 30: ON THIS DATE in 
1908, a giant fiery meteorite 
struck central Siberia, leaving a 
huge crater and leveling trees for 
miles around. In 1936, the novel 
“Gone with the Wind” by Margaret 
Mitchell was published.

July 1: ON THIS DATE in 
1898, Theodore Roosevelt and 
his Rough Riders charged up San 
Juan Hill. In 1972, Ms. Magazine 
began publishing. In 1997, China 
regained sovereignty over Hong 
Kong.

July 2: ON THIS DATE in 
1776, the Continental Congress 
resolved that “these United Colo-
nies are, and of right ought to be, 
Free and Independent States.” 
In 1881, President Garfield was 
shot by Charles J. Guiteau at 
the Washington railroad station; 
he died two months later from 
an infection in his poorly treated 
wound.

July 3: ON THIS DATE in 
1775, Gen. George Washington 

took command of the Continental 
Army at Cambridge, Mass. In 
1863, the three-day Civil War 
Battle of Gettysburg ended with a 
decisive victory for the Union.

July 4: ON THIS DATE in 1776, 
the Continental Congress adopted 
the Declaration of Independence. 
In 1826, John Adams, the second 
president of the United States, 
died in Quincy, Mass. On the same 
day, Thomas Jefferson, the third 
president, died at his Monticello 
estate in Virginia.

July 5: ON THIS DATE in 1947, 
Larry Doby signed a contract with 
the Cleveland Indians baseball 
team, becoming the first black 
player in the American League. In 
1954, Elvis Presley’s first commer-
cial recording session took place at 
Sun Records in Memphis, Tenn.

Answer to last week’s ques-
tion: This week in 1937, aviation 
pioneers Amelia Earhart and 
Fred Noonan disappeared over 
the Pacific Ocean near Howland 
Island while trying to fly an airplane 
around the world. While not the 
first, it would have been the lon-
gest circumnavigation of the globe 
to date - a grueling equatorial route 
totaling some 29,000 miles.

This week’s question: In 1754, 
Kings College opened in New 
York City. It is now part of what Ivy 
League university?

It’s a package deal: What to do when the man of your dreams comes with nightmare dog?
By Mary MacVean
Los Angeles Times

(TNS) LOS ANGELES: You’re 
not sure it’s going to happen for 
you, but it does: You find the mate 

of your dreams. He has an envi-
able Pacific Palisades address 
and you both have top journalism 
jobs. So can a galoopy mutt named 
Eddie — granted, one whose antics 

prompted the post office to put 
the house on a “do not deliver” list 
— really rain on your parade?

You bet. Full-on cyclone down-
pour, in fact.

In “Stepdog,” Mireya Navarro 
offers a funny and honest — that is, 
not always flattering — tale of her 
journey to figure out where she fits 
in among husband, stepchildren and 
Eddie, the member of the family that 
seems to have the biggest personal-
ity. 

And often not a personality 
Navarro appreciates, with dog hair, 
pee on carpets, scratches on doors 
and more.

She underestimated Eddie’s 
place in the household: “It became 
apparent that a good chunk of my 
life would be squandered proving 
who was more alpha,” she writes. 
At one point, she says, “I was ready 
to kick the dog to the moon. What 
a pill.”

But was Eddie the problem?
It took some near-tragedies 

and the advice of a pet shrink for 
Navarro to gain “clarity about all of 
our relationships.” While she never 
questions the love between her and 
her husband, she discovered that 
marriage, children and careers don’t 
work without work. And, as she 
says, “never ever under-estimate 
the dog.”

From all that she learned, 
Navarro includes a list of do’s and 
don’ts; here are a few of them:

Show you’re not a competitor 
for food or affection; the dog, and 
the children, for that matter, should 
know right off the bat that there will 
always be plenty of both for them, 
especially biscuits. Do this down-
ward-facing dog. Yoga helps.

Give it time. Step-families don’t 
mesh easily. It sometimes takes dog 
years.
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Pray for troubled pastor forced to resign
My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Look for us on 
Facebook

Q: Our paper ran a story 
recently about the pastor of one 
of our local churches who’s been 
forced to resign because he got 
caught in an extramarital affair. 
How could this happen? Aren’t 
people like this supposed to be a 
good example to others? - Mrs. 
T.B.

A: Yes, anyone who’s been 
entrusted by God with a position 
of spiritual leadership certainly 
should be above reproach in their 
character and the way they live. 
Paul urged his young pastor friend 
Timothy to flee from sin “and 
pursue righteousness, godliness, 
faith, love, endurance and gentle-
ness” (1 Timothy 6:11). 

I hope you’ll see this event for 
what it truly is: a great tragedy 
- both for the individual and his 
family, and for his church. On a 
broader scale, something like this 
also hurts the cause of Christ, 
because it only confirms what 

some unbelievers claim: the 
church is full of hypocrites. (It isn’t 
true, of course; most only use this 
as an excuse to avoid giving their 
lives to Christ.)

How could this have happened? 
Only God knows; perhaps this 
individual had drifted away from 
Christ, or had failed to guard 
against sin. But Satan also will do 
everything he can to bring down a 
spiritual leader - looking for weak-
nesses, drawing attention away 
from Christ, playing on their pride, 
and so forth. The Bible warns, “So, 
if you think you are standing firm, 
be careful that you don’t fall!” (1 
Corinthians 10:12).

Pray for this individual and his 
family - and pray especially for the 
members of his church, that their 
faith won’t be shaken. Most of all, 
make sure of your own commit-
ment to Jesus Christ, and pray that 
your faith will grow stronger every 
day. Jesus said, “Blessed are the 
pure in heart, for they will see 
God” (Matthew 5:8).

will host Bands on the Sand 6-10 
p.m. July 4 featuring the band Rat 
Ranch. Of course, all the usual 
great family activities at Moody 
Gardens will be ongoing, including 
the aquarium, rainforest, 3-D theater 
featuring nature films, 4-D short 
film theater, a new Sponge Bob 
interactive theater attraction, Dinos 
Alive, Palm Beach and The Colonel 
paddlewheeler boat ride on Offats 
Bayou. See moodygardens.com 

 Schlitterbahn Water Park also 
will be open, and the stores and 
restaurants of The Strand Histori-
cal District will be open. The Hot 
Sardines jazz band - “one of the 
best jazz bands in New York today,” 
according to Forbes, will perform 
at 3 p.m. at the 1894 Grand Opera 
House on Sunday, July 5. Tickets 
will need to be purchased for the 
jazz show. There will be free live 
music at East Beach at 6 p.m. on 
Sunday.  Also in Galveston, the 

Ohana Weekend Surf Camp is 
9 a.m. to noon July 4-5 for those 
wanting to learn to surf or improve 
their ability and costs $99. Call 
(409) 763-2700 to reserve a spot.

The Kemah Boardwalk’s 
fireworks will be at 9:30 p.m. over 
Galveston Bay with live music.

 Freedom Over Texas will be 
Houston’s big celebration from 4-10 
p.m. at Eleanor Tinsley Park on 
Buffalo Bayou along Allen Parkway. 
There is a Walmart kids play zone, 
Dr. Pepper “One of a Kind Zone” 

with sports set-ups, music, food, 
military salute and beverage garden. 

Country musicians Clint Black 
and Josh Turner will perform on 
the Southwest Airlines stage in the 
evening with the event ending with a 
large fireworks display.

Wherever you go, whatever you 
do, The Bulletin wishes you a safe 
and happy Independence Day!

 We will be bringing you informa-
tion about more fun summer events, 
including Clute’s Great Texas Mos-
quito Festival, which is July 23-25. 

(Continued from Page 1)

Fourth of July is a blast; Check out all the events and entertainment planned in the area

The Texas National Guard 36th 
Infantry Division Band will perform 
a patriotic-themed concert at The 
Clarion at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, 
July 1.

Under the command of Warrant 
Officer Jeffrey Lightsey, the band is 
composed of more than 60 soldiers 
serving in the Texas Army National 
Guard.

 The “Lone Star Band” is the 
premier musical organization of the 
Texas Army National Guard and 
a recipient of the Col. George S. 
Howard Citation of Musical Excel-
lence, a prestigious international 
award recognizing military concert 
bands.

The 36th Infantry Division Band 
can be seen throughout the state 
and surrounding areas participating 
in military functions and ceremo-
nies, patriotic holidays, parades and 
professional sporting events.

Admission to the concert is free, 
but tickets are required. Advanced 
tickets are available at B&H Music, 
Angleton Chamber of Commerce, 
The Facts, The Source Weekly, 
Brazosport College Bookstore and 
The Clarion Box Office. For more 
information, call the Clarion Box 
Office at (979) 230-3156, or visit 
www.brazosport.edu/clarion.

Texas National Guard 
Band to perform 

patriotic concert at 
The Clarion July 1

If you’re interested in effective, 
inexpensive advertising for 

your business or organization, 
call (979) 849-5407 and let us 
put together a package that 

won’t break the bank.
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Did you know?

Information session to assist those seeking careers in industry
The Brazosport College Physical 

Sciences and Process Technolo-
gies Department will be hosting an 
Information Session to assist those 
looking for careers in the chemical, 
refining or power industries.

The Information Session is 
scheduled for Tuesday, July 7, at 
the BASF Process Technology 
Center on the campus of Brazosport 

College.
The session will run from 6 to 8 

p.m.
Industry representatives will 

be available to discuss potential 
careers, such as instrument techni-
cians, environmental technicians, 
plant operators, safety technicians 
and laboratory technicians. Admis-
sion and financial aid information 

will also be available.
This session was originally 

scheduled for June 16, but was 
changed to July 7 due to the arrival 
of Tropical Storm Bill. For more 
information, contact the BC Physical 
Sciences and Process Technologies 
Department at (979) 230-3427.

• Foods like nuts, chicken and 
milk all contain higher levels of 
tryptophan, which positively affect 
happiness.

• Snapchat gathers monthly 
active users at a rate of about 10 
million per month.

• In the movie “A Christmas 
Story,” Ralphie says he wants a BB 
gun 28 times.
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Why is defensive 
driving a good deal?

So, you got a ticket. Now what?
Should you pay it, or should you 

take a defensive driving course?
While you may not like the idea of 

sitting in a defensive driving class for 
six hours, the reality is that defensive 
driving is the cheapest way to get rid 
of a traffic violation ticket.

Plus, by taking defensive driving, 
you also will earn a certificate that 
will decrease the liability portion of 
your car insurance by 10 percent for 
the next three years. And, there will 
not be any points attached to your 
license.

A defensive driving class like 
Stand-Up Defensive Driving at 
Brazos Mall in Lake Jackson,  makes 
you a better, more careful and 
considerate driver. By keeping your 
attention through humor, we offer a 
continuing education driving course 
that refreshes the rules of the road.

You’ll even learn about how laws of 
physics control what happens to you 
in a car crash, and how you can use 
these laws to avoid the crash.

If you become a safer driver, 
chances are that you will be able to 
steer around accidents or stop your 
car safely before crashing. If you can 
do that by following a few defensive 
driving pointers, you will not file an 
insurance claim because you will not 
crash your car.

Saving 10 percent on insurance for 
the next three years is your reward 
for choosing defensive driving rather 
than paying the ticket. Once you 
complete the course and receive your 
certificate, the ticket does not count. 
You also will not be allotted 2 points 
on your license for a moving violation 
or 3 points for a crash.

By law, you can take defensive 
driving once every 12 months to 
dismiss a ticket.  However, once you 
complete a Stand-Up Defensive 
Driving course, we hope that we 
won’t see you until renewing your 
insurance discount in 3 years. 

Classes are held every Saturday 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. unless Saturday falls on 
a major holiday. Call (979)299-1000 
for Tuesday/Wednesday night dates 
and times, or to reserve a space in 
any class. Enter Brazos Mall through 
the double doors between Chuckee 
Cheese and Texas Roadhouse. We 
are located behind Chuckee Cheese.
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Celebrating, fishing, being free-spirited all part of July 4th

In Brazoria County, we celebrate 
the Fourth of July a little differ-
ently, with a fishing tournament and 
traditional fireworks. It s a great 
combination of kicking back a little, 
having a lot of fun, and celebrating 
how the Unites States became an 
independent country.

In the following pages, you’ll 
find information about the Freeport 

Host Lions Club’s Fishin’ Fiesta and 
some entertaining information about 
Independence Day. 

We tend to be contentious about 
certain things in this country, but 
with so many people living in one 
place, and under a democratic 
form of government, that’s unavoid-
able. Throughout history, we have 
reached common ground, though, 

about important issues, and that 
continuance is what will keep the 
U.S. strong and the leader of the 
world.

After all, our country’s Constitu-
tion itself is the product of compro-
mise.

Enjoy all the barbecues, enter-
tainment and fireworks, and stay 
safe during this holiday weekend.
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Welcome to the Freeport Host 
Lions 68th Annual Fishin’ Fiesta. 

This year’s Fiesta will start on 
July 1st, and run through July 5th.

Amber Jack is still off the board. 
Shark is back on the board in the 
Juvenile Offshore and Red Snapper 
is back in both Juvenile and Adult 
Offshore for charter services ONLY.

The prize money, in the adult divi-
sion, will remain the same with the 
exception of the Grand Prize being 
$6,800 to reflect the 68th year of the 
tournament. Polygraph tests will be 

given again this year.
Again, this year in the juvenile 

division, 1st and 2nd place winners 
will receive a plaque, rod & reel, ice 
chest and a tackle box. 3rd place 
winners will receive a plaque, rod & 
reel and an ice chest.

For the 5th year in a row, this 
year’s BBQ Cook-Off is a “State 
Recognized Championship”. There 
will be $5,000 in prize money 
awarded this year.

Coastal Expo will be on Satur-
day from 10am – 4pm. Come to 

Riverplace (air conditioned) and see 
what’s new.

We have added both a Water-
melon Eating Contest and a Domino 
Tournament. See our schedule of 
events for times.

There will be live bands sched-
uled Thursday through Saturday. 
Thursday night will be “Ronnie 
Coleman” and “Dog Town Blues”. 
On Friday we have “Jackson venue” 
and “Cole Deggs” and Saturday 
is Tejano Night with “DJ Oscar J”, 
“Fonseca y Sus Armas”, “Zueldo” 
and “Grupo Vizion”.

The carnival is booked and ready 
to go.

In the past 10 years, the Freeport 
Host Lions Club has donated over 
$500,000 to many city, county and 
state organizations. The number of 
organizations needing our help gets 
greater every year. So with your 
help we can do more.

Fireworks will be Friday night @ 
9 PM, as always free admission to 
the park.

I would like to take the opportu-
nity to thank all of our sponsors and 
you, the participants who make our 
charity work possible.

And at last but not least, a big 
thank you, to the many Freeport 
Host Lions Club members for their 
dedication and hard work in putting 
this event together.

Good Luck!!!
Jimmie Birmingham
2015 Fishin’ Fiesta
General Chairperson

Fishing and a lot of fun raises money for charities

All Events Will Be At The Freeport 
Municipal Park

ADMISSION TO THE PARK IS FREE!!!

Among the non-fishing events at the Freeport Municipal Park are the 
carnival, the Coastal Expo, and washer and domino tournaments.

The carnival will be presented by Family Shows of Houston again, and 
armbands will be sold each day for $20 each for a session. There are two 
sessions, one from 12 to 5 p.m. during the day, and the other is 6 p.m. to 
closing. Otherwise, tickets are $1 each, or 22 for $20, or 60 for $50.

 The Coastal Expo will be Saturday, July 4 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., and 
there will be live alligators, turtles, snakes, and crabs available for view-
ing and to learn about marine life. Those attending will learn how these 
creatures as well as plants are an important part of our coastal ecosys-
tem and why we need to protect them.

 There also will be free vision screening for ages 6 months and up from 
noon to 3 p.m. at the Expo.

The washer tournament will be at 10 a.m., Saturday, July 4, and teams 
can register 10 minutes before the event for $20 per team There will be a 
50-50 split for the first- through third-place teams.

The domino tournament will be Thursday, July 2, at 6:30 p.m. inside 
Riverplace. Participants must park over the levee at Riverplace. There 
will be a $10 entry fee, and registration is at 6:15 p.m. The award will be 
a 50/50 split for first- through third-place winners. No drinks or snacks 
may be brought into the park, but hot dogs and snacks will be provided at 
this event. 

Lots of Fiesta non-fishing events

• When using a flipping jig or any 
Texas rigged soft plastic, the key to 
detecting strikes is to understand 
how the bait feels under normal 
conditions, such as going over 
wood, rock and/or weed. 

Not every bite will shake your arm 
to the bone, bass have an uncanny 
ability to suck a bait in without you 
ever knowing it. 

That’s why when some-
thing doesn’t feel right on the 
retrieve...that’s when you set the 
hook, and set it hard!

• To alleviate the problems of line 
twist on your spinning reel because 
of fresh line, simply take your spool 
off of the reel and run it under your 
hot water tap for 2 to 3 minutes. 

Fishing tips
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WEDNESDAY, JULY 1
Fishing Begins 12:01 am
Weigh Station Opens 9:00 am
Offshore Mini Tournament 
(Ling) 7:00 am – 7:00 pm
Weigh Station Closes 10:00 
pm
THURSDAY, JULY 2
Weigh Station Opens 9:00 am
Inshore Mini Tournament 
(Redfish) 7:00 am – 7:00 pm
Offshore Mini Tournament 
(Kingfish) 7:00 am – 7:00 pm
Carnival 6:00 pm – Midnight
Beer Gardens/Vendor Booths 
6:00 pm – Midnight
Domino Tournament 6:30 pm
Live Bands (Ronnie Coleman ) 
7:00 pm – 9:00 pm
Live Bands ( Dog Town Blues) 
9:30 pm – Midnight
Weigh Station Closes 10:00 
pm
FRIDAY, JULY 3
Weigh Station Opens 9:00 am

Inshore Mini Tournament 
(Flounder) 7:00 am – 7:00 pm
Offshore Mini Tournament 
(Barracuda) 7:00 am – 7:00 
pm
BBQ Cooks Meeting 5:00 pm 
– 6:00 pm
Carnival 6:00 pm – Midnight
Beer Gardens/Vendor Booths 
11:00 am – Midnight
Live Bands ( Jackson Avenue) 
7:00 pm – 9:00 pm
Fireworks 9:00 pm – 9:20 pm
Live Bands ( Cole Deggs) 9:30 
pm – Midnight
Steak Judging (BBQ Cook-
Off) 8:00 pm
Weigh Station Closes Midnight
SATURDAY, JULY 4
Weigh Station Opens 9:00 am
Inshore Mini Tournament 
(Spotted Sea Trout) 7:00 am 
– 7:00 pm
Offshore Mini Tournament 
(Dolphin) 7:00 am – 7:00 pm

Kid Fish begins 9:00 am – 10:
30 am
Washer Tournament begins 
10:00 am
Texas Parks & Wildlife Coastal 
Expo 10:00 am – 4:00 pm
Carnival 10:00 am – Midnight
Vendor Booths 10:00 am 
– Midnight
Beer Gardens 11:00 am 
– Midnight
Jr. Casting Tournament 11:30 
am
Chicken Judging (BBQ Cook-
Off) Noon
Jr. Hamburger Cook-Off Noon
Ribs Judging (BBQ Cook-Off) 
1:30 pm
Awards Ceremony (Ham-
burger Cook-Off) 2:00 pm
Brisket Judging (BBQ Cook-
Off) 3:00 pm
Watermelon Eating Contest 3:
00 pm
Lil’ Mr. and Miss Contest 3:30 

pm – 4:30 pm
BBQ Awards Ceremony 5:00 
pm
Live DJ (DJ “Oscar J” ) 7:00 
pm – 8:00 pm
Live Bands (Fonseca y Sus 
Armas) 8:15 pm – 9:15 pm
Live Bands (Zueldo) 9:30 pm 
– 10:45 pm
Live Bands (Grupo Vizion) 11:

00 pm – Closing
Weigh Station Closes Midnight
SUNDAY, JULY 5
5K Run 8:00 am
Weigh Station Opens 9:00 am
Beer Gardens Noon - End of 
Awards
Fishing Ends /Weigh Station 
Closes 4:00 pm
Awards Ceremonies 5:00 pm

Fishin’ Fiesta schedule of events

Boat safety is important part of having  
good time fishing during Fishin’ Fiesta

Boating courses are taught by 
U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary, U.S. 
Power Squadron and trained volun-
teer instructors, as well as teachers, 
and game wardens.

With more and more people 
enjoying the lakes and rivers every 
year, it’s important, for everyone, 
that boaters educate themselves on 
boating skills and seamanship.

• Mandatory boater education is 
required for anyone born on or after 
September 1, 1993 to operate a 
Personal Watercraft (PWC), sailboat 
over 14 feet, or motorboat with a 
motor greater than 15 hp.

• There are more than 580,000 

registered boats in Texas, ranking it 
6th in the country.

• Texas has more square miles of 
inland water than any other state.

• Recreational boating safety is 
a primary area of responsibility of 
Texas game wardens. The most 
common water safety citations are 
issued are for:

Not having enough lifejackets on 
board the boat;

Children younger than 13 not 
wearing a life jacket.

• All children younger than age 
13 must wear a life jacket while in a 
boat less than 26 feet in length that 
is under way.

• Game Wardens and Marine 
Safety Enforcement Officers enforce 
the Boating While Intoxicated (BWI) 
law.

A person who either appears 
to be impaired and/or has a blood 
alcohol level of 0.08 or higher while 
operating a boat can be arrested for 
BWI.

A person arrested for BWI may be 
jailed for up to 180 days, be fined as 
much as $2,000 or both. Addition-
ally, the person’s drivers’ license 
may be automatically suspended.

Alcohol plays a role in 50 percent 
of all boating accidents, according 
to BOAT U.S.

• Nearly 85% of boating fatality 
drowning victims were not wearing a 
life jacket.

• A typical boating accident fatality 
involves: An open motorboat; Week-
ends between the hours of noon 
and 7 p.m.;

The victim falling overboard; and 
an operator between 26-50 years 
of age.
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Event Chairperson: Jimmie 
Birmingham

Event Co-Chairperson: Ron 
Martin, Ann Johnston

Accounting: Bonnie Martinez
Brochure: Jeff Rae & Ron Martin
Webmaster: Darrell Powell
Advertising: Ron Martin
Sponsorship: Ann Johnston, Ron 

Martin, Kristle Kersten & Jimmie 
Birmingham

Awards: Jimmie Birmingham
Security: Ken Tyner
Facilities: David Thacker & Keith 

Holder
Vendor Booths: Jack Brown & 

Keith Holder
Coastal Expo: Ron Martin
VIP Dinner: Ann Johnston
Queen’s Contest: Erin Perkins
Li’l Mr. & Miss Contest: Jimmie 

Birmingham
Registration Station: Kristle Ker-

sten & Ron Martin
Weigh-In: Weigh Master Debbie 

Timbeross
Beer Gardens: Anna Rivier & Ron 

Martin
Ticket Sales: Sandra Barbree
BBQ Cook-Off: Chairman Mario 

Martinez
Kid’s Hamburger Cook-Off: 

Norma Garcia
Washer Tournament: Patrick 

Hollis
Kid Fish: Kristal Kersten
Jr. Casting Tournament: Ron 

Martin
Fireworks: Roy Yates
Bands: Sandra Wood-Wicke
T-Shirts & Caps: Ann Johnston
Coke Booth: Ron Martin
5K Runs: Gilbert Arispe Jr.
Vision Screening: Sandra Wood-

Wicke

68th annual 
Fishin’ Fiesta 
Chairpersons

It’s all about the fishing at this 
year’s Fishing Fiesta, hosted by the 
Freeport Host Lions Club, and there 
will be some major competition for 
adults and kids as well a Kid Fish 
and a junior casting contest for the 
smaller fry.

Fishing competition begins at 12:
01 a.m. Wednesday July 1, and this 
year there will be a grand prize of 
$6,800 since it is the 68th year of 
the event.

The adult offshore winner will be 
determined at the awards ceremony 
the last day of the event by drawing 
a name from all the first-place cat-
egory winners in this division.

The ADULT OFFSHORE catego-
ries are barracuda, black fin tuna, 
bonita, crevalle jack, dolphin fish, 
grouper family, king mackerel, ling, 
red snapper, shark, Spanish mack-
erel, wahoo and yellow fin tuna.

The ADULT INSHORE categories 
are croaker, drum, gigged flounder, 
hook and line flounder, gafftop, gar, 
redfish, sand trout, sheepshead and 
speckled trout.

Money prizes for the inshore 

categories are first place, $500, 
second, $300 and third, $200.

There also will be some mini 
tournaments with $100 prizes.

For the JUVENILE OFFSHORE 
division, the grand prize is a lifetime 
fishing license, and the winner will 
be determined also at a drawing 
from among first place winners from 
the offshore juvenile categories: 
barracuda, bonita, crevalle jack, 
dolphin fish, king mackerel, ling, 
red snapper, shark and Spanish 
Mackerel.

First and second place contend-
ers will receive a plaque, rod and 
reel, tackle box and ice chest. Third 
place will get a plaque, rod and reel 
and ice chest.

For the JUVENILE INSHORE 
fishing contest, the prizes will be the 
same as for offshore.

The WEIGH STATION will open 
at 9 a.m. and close at 10 p.m. daily, 
and polygraphs will be administered 
again his year to verify catches,

Amber jack is still off the board, 
shark is back only in the juvenile 
offshore contest, and red snapper is 

in the juvenile and adult offshore but 
for charter services only.

The festival’s KIDFISH will be 
held Saturday, July 4, from 9 to 10:
30 a.m. and is for ages 4-13. Entry 
is free, and the event will take place 
at the park pier inside Freeport 
Municipal Park. The children enter-
ing the fishing contest will be divided 
into two age groups, 4-8 years old, 
and 9 to 13 years. Parents must 
accompany children and may help 
the younger group and may coach 
the older ones.

Children need to bring their own 
rod and reel, but bait will be pro-

vided. No live bait is allowed.
Winners are determined by the 

heaviest string of fish in each bucket 
with a maximum of 25 fish, but all 
fish must adhere to state legal limits 
and daily bag limits. Anyone 17 and 
older helping the youth with fishing 
must have a Texas fishing license 
with a saltwater endorsement.

Prizes are given to first through 
third places and will be a trophy and 
rod and reel.

Following Kidfish, there will be a 
JUNIOR CASTING contest at 11:
30 a.m.

It is also free to enter and will be 

divided into two age groups, 6 to 9, 
and 10-13.

Contestants must bring their own 
rod and reel, must cast with a half 
ounce weight and must cast at three 
pre-determined targets.

First through third prizes are a rod 
and reel and trophy. 

Good luck to both young and old 
anglers

Fishing is main event at Fishin’ Fiesta, so here’s the hook, line and sinker on fishing contest

The entertainment schedule for the 68th Fishing Fiesta this year runs from 
July 2 through July 4, offering three nights of live music.

And, it’s all free, as is admission to Freeport Municipal Park.
Kicking it off Thursday night, July 2, is Dog Town Blues from 9:30 p.m. to 

midnight after the 9 p.m. fireworks,; Friday, July 3, 9:30 to midnight, Cole 
Degges will be performing with his band; and July 4, is Tejano Night.

There will be several entertainers for Tejano Night, starting off with DJ 
Oscar J, including HD video, from 7-8 p.m. Fonseca y Sus Armas will follow 
at 8:15 to 9:15 p.m.  Zueldo will play at 9:30-10:30 p.m., and Grupo Vizion 
will be last on stage from 11 p.m. to closi

Free admission includes entertainment

FOURTH OF JULY / FISHIN FIESTA
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The signers of the Declaration of Independence
Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, 

Thomas Jefferson, Roger Sherman 
and Robert R. Livingston comprised 
the Committee of Five that drafted 
the Declaration. Jefferson, regarded 
as the strongest and most eloquent 
writer, wrote most of the document. 
It’s also worth noting that:

John Hancock, President of the 
Second Continental Congress, was 
the first signer. This merchant by 
trade did so in an entirely blank 
space making it the largest and 
most famous signature — hence 
the term John Hancock, which is 
still used today as a synonym for 
signature. There are 7.4 million 
businesses with paid employees in 
the U.S. Of those establishments, 
1 million are in the retail trade 
industry.

Benjamin Franklin (age 70), who 
represented Pennsylvania, was 
the oldest of the signers. Franklin 
County, Pa., had an estimated 
population of 152,085 as of July 1, 
2013. Edward Rutledge (age 26), of 
South Carolina, was the youngest.

Two future presidents signed, 
John Adams (second President) and 

Thomas Jefferson (third President). 
Both died on the 50th anniversary 
of signing the Declaration (July 
4, 1826). There are 12 counties 
nationwide named Adams and 26 
named Jefferson.

Robert Livingston, who rep-
resented New York, was on the 
Committee of Five that drafted the 
Declaration of Independence but 
was recalled by his state before 
he could sign it. Livingston County, 
N.Y., was home to an estimated 
64,705 people as of July 1, 2013.

Representing Georgia in 1776 
were Button Gwinnett, Lyman Hall 
and George Walton. Gwinnett 
County, Ga. (859,304), Hall County, 
Ga. (187,745) and Walton County, 
Ga. (85,754) were named for these 
signers.

Charles Carroll, who represented 
Maryland, was the last surviving 
signer of the Declaration. He died 
in 1832 at the age of 95. Carroll 
County, Md., named for him, had an 
estimated population of 167,564 as 
of July 1, 2013.

Roger Sherman, who worked 
as a land surveyor and lawyer, 

represented Connecticut. Nationally 
in 2012, there were an estimated 
29,976 surveyors, cartographers 
and photogrammetrists employed 
full time, year-round, and 841,077 
lawyers employed full time, year-
round nationwide.

Nelson County, Va. (14,789) and 
Wythe County, Va. (29,344) were 
named for two of the six sign-
ers who represented the state of 
Virginia — Thomas Nelson Jr. and 
George Wythe.

2.5 million
In July 1776, the estimated 

number of people living in the newly 
independent nation.

318.4 million
The nation’s estimated population 

on this July Fourth.
$203.6 million

The value of fireworks imported 
from China in 2013, represent-
ing the bulk of all U.S. fireworks 
imported ($213.8 million). U.S. 
exports of fireworks, by comparison, 
came to just $10.2 million in 2013, 
with Israel purchasing more than 
any other country ($2.7 million).

This Land Is Your Land
Fifty-nine places contain the word 

“liberty” in the name. Pennsylvania, 
with 11, has more of these places 
than any other state. 

Of the 59 places, four are coun-
ties: Liberty County, Ga. (64,135), 
Liberty County, Fla. (8,349), Liberty 
County, Mont. (2,369) and Liberty 
County, Texas (76,907).

$100 billion
Dollar value of trade in 2013 

between the United States and the 
United Kingdom, making the British, 
our adversary in 1776, our seventh-
leading trading partner today.

6.1 billion pounds
Total estimated production of 

cattle and calves in Texas in 2013. 
There is a good chance that the 
beef hot dogs, steaks and burgers 
on your backyard grill came from the 
Lone Star State, which accounted 
for nearly one-sixth of the nation’s 
total production. 

And if the beef did not come from 
Texas, it very well may have come 
from Nebraska (estimated at 5.1 bil-
lion pounds) or Kansas (estimated 
at 3.7 billion pounds)

Fourth of July facts

On July 4, 1776, the Second Continental Congress unanimously 
adopted the Declaration of Independence, announcing the colonies’ 
separation from Great Britain. The Constitution provides the legal and 
governmental framework for the United States

Philadelphians marked the first anniversary of American independence 
with a spontaneous celebration, which is described in a letter by John 
Adams to Abigail Adams. However, observing Independence Day only 
became commonplace after the War of 1812. 

Soon, events such as groundbreaking ceremonies for the Erie Canal 
and the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad were scheduled to coincide with July 
4th festivities.

By the 1870s, the Fourth of July was the most important secular holiday 
on the calendar. Congress passed a law making Independence Day a 
federal holiday on June 28, 1870. Even far-flung communities on the 
western frontier managed to congregate on Independence Day.

The celebration: How it all started
FOURTH OF JULY / FISHIN FIESTA
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: ROBIN  SHINY  ACCEDE  UNLIKE
Answer: Important when buying an audio system -- A “SOUND” CHECK

Tribune Content Agency
ARIES (March 21-April 19): Grit 

and determination to realize your 
dreams may be the focus of the 
week ahead. You may inadvertently 
ignore a loved one due to ambitious 
activities, so remember to schedule 
some time for quality togetherness.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): What 
you see and feel may not always be 
what you get this week. You could 
easily go overboard by making 
grand gestures and indulging in 
romantic fantasies. Focus on home 
and family for the best results.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Crack 

the mental whip in the week to 
come. You have a vivid imagina-
tion and the know-how to apply it in 
practical ways. You may have ideas 
that will pay off financially, so keep a 
pen handy to write them down.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): This 
year’s summer solstice may remind 

you of all the blessings in your life. 
You might even be empowered 
to make an effort to overcome 
deficiencies or work on improving 
a close relationship as the week 
unfolds.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): You may 
enjoy a certain claim to fame in 
the week to come. Your generos-
ity might put you in the limelight, 
or your willingness to explore new 
ideas and places. You may be 
tempted to begin a new study or 
research project.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
In the week ahead, you could 
become caught up in unbridled 
optimism where your checkbook is 
concerned. Use your brains when 
choosing new household items or 
when generously agreeing to pick 
up the tab.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): The 
focus is on your fondness for family 
in the upcoming week. You may 
become extravagant when social or 
romantic activities beckon, but you 
won’t end up over your head if you 
put home and family first.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Use 
your mental prowess to achieve 
success in the week ahead. You 

could absorb information and 
impressions faster than you can 
handle them. Because you can see 
the future as easily as the past, you 
have a great advantage.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Social activities could dominate 
the week ahead. You may be more 
interested in fun than work, so stay 
focused and leave the fun and 
games for after business hours. Be 
prepared to look your best.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Being petted and pampered won’t 
affect your strong work ethic in the 
upcoming week. You can keep the 
job engine humming all day and 
purr with contentment all night. Your 
animal magnetism will shine.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
By using your discerning eye, you 
can bypass tasteless extravagance. 
When others buy into silly fads, you 
can spend your pennies wisely. As 
the week unfolds, find new ways to 
widen your horizons.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
You may be called on to come up 
with compromises. Your charm and 
personal magnetism can be put to 
good use in the workplace during 
the week ahead. 

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

Bulletin  Horoscope
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By Pete Carey
San Jose Mercury News (TNS)

Are you interested in a Windows 
computer you could carry around in 
your pocket, plug into a television 
screen and do basic computing?

Intel hopes so. The chipmaker 
has introduced the Compute Stick, 
a complete Windows 8.1 computer 
that weighs less than 2 ounces 
and runs applications like Micro-

Intel has come up with a computer on a stick, but there are some glitches and limitations
soft Office on newer televisions or 
displays.

It’s one of several new miniature 
PCs just reaching the market that 
plug into the back of HDMI-capable 
TV screens or displays. Google is 
introducing the Chromebit, which 
looks like an oversized flash drive. 
A company called Hannspree 
makes a micro-PC that is similar to 
the Compute Stick.

Maybe because it’s made by the 
world’s biggest chip company, the 
Intel gadget has received the most 
attention, stirring a heated debate 
among tech reviewers. Gizmodo’s 
review is headlined “Don’t buy it!” 
while Seeking Alpha’s review starts 
with “Smart Buy.”

“What’s not to like? … almost 
everything,” Gizmodo’s reviewer 
wrote.

“It isn’t a powerhouse, but you 
get a lot for what you pay for,” 
Seeking Alpha said.

“Nothing more than a prototype 
for now,” the reviewer for Engadget 
opined.

The idea of a tiny computer 
weighing less than 2 ounces that 
I could plug 
into the back 
of my TV 
sounded 
intriguing 
despite 
the mixed 
reviews, so I 
got a loaner 
from Intel.

Our IT 
person looked it over, listened to 
its tiny cooling fan whirring away, 
and gave it a one-word review: 
“Amazing.”

I had visions of browsing the 
Internet on my family room TV, but 
first I tried the Compute Stick out 
on the small television next to my 
desktop computer. The recom-
mended way to set the gadget up 
is to use a powered USB hub for a 
wired mouse and keyboard, then 
switch to Bluetooth devices after 
it’s up and running.

Why does this have to be so 
complicated? I was beginning to 
feel like I’d been time-warped back 
into the days of DOS.

I plugged the Compute Stick 
into my newer TV (it has two HDMI 
ports). It started up without a hitch 
and launched Windows. I browsed 

around and opened YouTube to 
Dizzy Gillespie’s version of “No 
More Blues,” opened the San Jose 
Mercury News website and wrote 
an email to a friend. On a TV!

But while typing and YouTub-
ing simultaneously is possible, 
it’s painfully slow. Intel says more 

powerful ver-
sions are on 
the drawing 
boards, so 
that kind of 
multitasking 
may not be an 
issue in future 
versions. 
There also are 
reports that 

the next version won’t need to be 
plugged into a wall outlet.

In the judgment of our research 
director, the Compute Stick is not 
going to get PowerPoint presenters 
to abandon their laptops and pro-
jectors. And there are other ways to 
browse on a TV, including the new 
Chromebit.

Other uses may come along if 
the Stick gains any traction in a 
crowded marketplace for por-
table devices. It could be a way to 
cheaply upgrade classroom com-
puters. A traveler might use it with 
a hotel room TV; an artist could dis-
play work on a large screen instead 
of a little laptop. Maybe businesses 
that do not have assigned desks 
could give employees a Stick to log 
on at any desk where a display is 
available.

Gmail adds ‘Undo Send’ button to 
cure some of your email anxiety

By Daina Beth Solomon
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Gmail is formalizing a solution to your email nightmares: the “Undo Send” 
button.

If you forward co-worker gossip to the whole office, or deliver a love letter 
to your boss instead of your girlfriend, the goof-ups can be reversed. Gmail 
users can now retrieve their “oops” emails by putting a delay on all outgoing 
messages by at least five seconds. The truly paranoid can add a 30-second 
lag.

Gmail users already worried over such possible snafus know that the undo 
option is not new; users could install it via Gmail Labs, an experimental sec-
tion of Gmail, as early as 2009. The Google crew recognized its popularity 
and gave it an upgrade Monday, making some observers ask: What took so 
long?

To turn it on, click “Settings” under the gear icon, and choose your can-
cellation time period. Users who had already opted for the function under 
Google Labs will have their preferences turned on by default.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 Fiji neighbor
6 Round server?
14 Cutter cousin
15 Research activity
16 Hot-and-cold feelings
17 Honda CRF, e.g.
18 Cost
19 Honda et al.: Abbr.
20 1969 Tommy James and the 
Shondells hit

21 Canadian road sign letters
22 Recent delivery
25 Architect Mies van der __
26 Cellphone display
27 Midwestern tribe
31 Like some discount mdse.
32 “Powerage” band
33 Go away
34 Org. led by David Stern
35 Infuse with
37 The Wildcats of the Big 12 Conf.

38 Composer Holst
40 Is not misused?
41 Noir protagonist
42 Power
43 Troubling spots
44 Drop
45 Haberdashery items
47 On a roll
48 Devil
51 Bank deposit
52 Philatelist’s purchases
54 Loretta Lynn’s father was one
57 Get around
58 “Li’l Abner” Tony winner, 1956
59 iComfort maker
60 With equanimity
61 “Shame __!”

Down
1 Peter the Great, e.g.
2 First International Gymnastics Hall 
of Fame inductee
3 Silly goose or sitting duck
4 “Faust” author
5 It roughly translates to “bearded” 
in Tibet
6 The Falcons of the Mountain West 
Conference
7 Picks up
8 Woman in a “Paint Your Wagon” 
song
9 Aerobic exercise can raise it, 
briefly
10 Wagering option, briefly
11 “Gunfight at the O.K. Corral” 
screenwriter
12 Punjab sect member
13 It’s almost pointless
15 NSA headquarters site
22 “Grimm” network
23 Red Sox Hall of Fame pitcher 
Luis
24 Forever and a day
25 Gymnastic event
28 Its English version has more 
than 3.5 million entries
29 Gave the go-ahead for
30 Peel off
32 “Same here”
33 Jungle features
36 Grasping organ
39 Bit of ink
43 Like some Hindemith works
44 Cut off
46 Fail to say
48 Secures
49 Way
50 Took care of, in a way
52 Chilean cabbage?
53 Junior on the NFL 1990s All-
Decade Team
55 Rural area
56 Door closer?
(c)2015 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
OHIO  MAINE  TEXAS  KANSAS  NEVADA  FLORIDA  INDIANA
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