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Nostalgia time:
We bet right 

(Continued on Page 4)

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

It’s nostalgia time again ... hap-
pens around this time of the year.

This issue is the last one of our 
20th year of publishing. The July 
1 issue will be the beginning of 
our 21st year.

We bet on a concept that I 
adopted from some old weeklies I 

read grow-
ing up and 
added a local 
angle that is 
embraced by 
the commu-
nity. 

We bet that 
a combination 
of community 

news and uniqueness would be 
enough to publish in the shadows 
of a daily newspaper and carve 
a niche that also would make us 
stand out among the weeklies 
already being publishing here.

There are a lot fewer weeklies 
now. Apparently, we made the 
right bets, because here we are, 
closing out our 20th year.

I’ve published The Bulletin 
longer than I have done anything 
else in this profession. I reported 
for four newspapers: the Daily 
Tribune in Bay City; Victoria Advo-
cate; The Facts in Clute; and the 
Houston Chronicle.

Each job was a great experi-
ence, totally different from the last 
one. I enjoyed every segment of 
the job, the interaction with the 
community, the writing, becoming 
friends with others who worked 
there.

I see the Facts building all the 
time because we’re in the same 

ROUNDABOUT

This issue concludes 
20 years of publishing. 
Stay tuned for more.
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Skimmers and their chicks are back in town, ready for open house June 28
FREEPORT – Community 

members and their families have 
the unique opportunity to see 
Black Skimmers and their chicks 
up close on Saturday, June 28, 
at Dow Texas Operations’ annual 
Black Skimmer Open House from 
9 a.m. to noon. 

The event is free and open to 
the public and provides the rare 
chance to view one of the largest 
nesting colonies of black skimmers 
on the Texas Gulf Coast in the 
middle of one of the world’s largest 
petrochemical complexes.

There are currently about 1,500 
birds at the location. Their eggs 
began hatching at the end of May 

so the chicks will be visible, 
active and adorable. 

James Heller, a member of the 
Texas Operations Wildlife Sup-
port Team (TOWST) and one of 
Dow’s resident skimmer experts, 
says it all started in 1968 when 
Dow employee Maurice Garner 
noticed the birds nesting in the 
parking lot and put up some 
ropes and barricades to keep 
them from being disturbed. 

“It started out as a simple 
effort to protect the birds and has 
become one of the great exam-
ples of the high regard Texas 
Operations employees have for 
our local wildlife,” says Heller. 

The Black Skimmer Open 
House provides an exciting expe-
rience for everyone, from first-
time bird watchers to seasoned 
birders.

“It is a great way to educate 
people about the skimmers and 
the importance of coastal habitat 
preservation,” he says. “It’s also 
a lot of fun to watch the birds and 
how they interact with the chicks. 
For many, this is the only oppor-
tunity they’ll ever have to see a 
skimmer in the wild.” 

The lower half of the skimmer’s 
bill is longer than the upper half 
and shaped like a flat knife blade. 
This allows the bird to fly just 

above the surface of the water 
with its lower bill skimming along 
the surface, picking up morsels of 
food – hence their name.

Anyone interested in attend-
ing the Skimmer Open House 
should arrive at the Dow A-41 
Gate located on FM 523, approxi-
mately one mile south of the 
intersection of Highway 332 and 
FM 523 (watch for signs). A bus 
will shuttle visitors to the location 
of the colony between 9 a.m. and 
noon. 

For more information about 
the Dow Black Skimmer Open 
House, visitors can call (979) 
238-4159.

  20525 FM 521
Rosharon, TX. 77583
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E-mail your community 
announcements to 

john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
We run all e-mailed 

notices, but do not accept 
faxed notices or notices 

sent by regular mail. Email 
photos as is. We’ll convert 
them here for publication.
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John and Sharon 
Toth, Owners and 

Publishers
Since July 4, 1994

THE BULLETIN is distrib-
uted each Tuesday by J&S 
Communications, Inc.. E-mail 
letters and press releases to 
bulletin94@yahoo.com. Faxed 
or mailed announcements 
are no longer accepted. 
For advertising information, 
call (979) 849-5407. Advertising 
and news release deadline is 5 
p.m.Tuesday.
Our 20th year of publishing!

18 YEARS OLD; LOTS OF MONEY; WHAT COULD POS-
SIBLY GO WRONG? A trash collector, who won a British 
lottery prize of $14,000,000, when he was 18, has managed 
to blow all of the cash in only eight years on drugs, prostitutes 
and general bad behavior. During the course of his binge, 
he spent five months in jail and was ordered not to threaten, 
harass or intimidate anyone in a 400-square-mile area. His 
wife left him, and the mansion he bought has been abandoned. 
He is currently trying to get his old job back.

IF YOU FIND ONE WITH A MERLE HAGGARD STICKER, 
IT’S MINE: Police in Jacksonville, Fla., are seeking the owner 
of a prosthetic leg that washed up on the beach. The leg is 
emblazoned with a Willie Nelson sticker.

BUT I KNOW THEY SECRETLY WANT ME: A man says he 
was barred from entering a bar in Darwin, Australia, because 
he is too good looking, and, every time he came in, the ladies 
flocked to his side. The bouncer says the ladies have com-
plained of the guy’s unwanted attention and that he won’t leave 
them alone.

WHAT MAKES YOU SO SURE IT’S NOT MY WORK? A 
student at the University of Alberta turned in a paper to his 
professor who then accused him of plagiarism. Turns out, the 
professor was the original author.

NOT DISGUISED AT ALL, IT TURNS OUT: A 44-year-old 
man and his two sons got into a drunken argument about 
religion with another man at 4 o’clock in the morning. When the 
man brought up demons, police say, the other three attacked 
him. The three were arrested for felony mob action, and the 
father’s mug shot shows him wearing a T-shirt bearing the 
inscription: “Cleverly Disguised as a Responsible Adult.”

WHO-HOO! JACKPOT! … CRASH! A car thief in Perham, 
Minn., thought he was in luck when he spied a Audi 5000 
Quattro with the keys in the ignition. He drove off and imme-
diately discovered that the car had no brakes. The owner had 
removed them to have them repaired. The thief crashed into a 
tree.

‘SORRY’ JUST DOESN’T GET IT, MY FRIEND: After his 
girlfriend of four years dumped him, a cab driver went to 
her three-bedroom home in Kent, England, poured gasoline 
throughout the place, and lit a match. The place exploded 
just as he was leaving. As he did the deed in broad daylight, 
he was confronted by virtually everyone in the neighborhood 
who said he was laughing maniacally. In court, he said he was 
sorry. He got six years.

WE’RE THINKING OF CALLING OUR GANG ‘THE DAIRY 
QUEENS’: A group of teenage girls robbed a convenience 
store in Auckland, New Zealand, taking only ice cream. Police 
say the girls did the same thing six months ago.

HEMP RULES, DUDE: Two teenage girls, stopped for 
speeding in Holden, Maine., were arrested for drug possession 
after police searched them and their vehicle. The cop’s suspi-
cion was aroused by the fact that both the young ladies were 
wearing clothes sporting pictures of marijuana leaves.

Amazon unveils Fire Phone with fast track to online shopping
By Jay Greene
The Seattle Times (MCT)

SEATTLE — Amazon.com 
Inc. has unveiled the Fire Phone 
smartphone, featuring a way to 
differentiate the device from rivals 
with technology that identifies book 
covers, labels and barcodes to make 
shopping easier.

“Can we build a better phone 
for our most engaged customers? 
Can we build a better phone for our 
Amazon Prime member?” Amazon 
Chief Executive Jeff Bezos asked at 
the device’s launch in Seattle. “I’m 

excited to tell you the answer is yes.”
The phone, scheduled to ship July 

25, will be offered exclusively on 
AT&T’s network and will cost $199 
for a two-year contract on AT&T for a 
phone with 32 gigabytes of storage. 
That includes 12 months of Prime 
membership, which costs $99 a 
year.

The Fire Phone is Amazon’s 
latest bid to more deeply control the 
devices that run the content it sells. 
The company first jumped into the 
device business in 2007, when it 
debuted its Kindle e-reader. Since 
then, it has launched the Kindle Fire 
tablet line and, in April, the Fire TV 
set-top box.

The Fire Phone, which sports a 
4.7-inch screen, will have 2 giga-

bytes of RAM, a 2.2-gigahertz quad-
core processor and a 13-megapixel 
camera.

The phone also features Firefly, 
Amazon’s new technology to facili-
tate easier shopping. Customers can 
use the camera to tap into servers 
to find data about items in front 
of them. Firefly can also use the 
phone’s microphone to determine 
the name of a song playing nearby 
or a television program on a TV.

With that information, Amazon can 
offer consumers the ability to buy 
those items or just learn more about 
them from the Web.

Bezos is so keen on Firefly that 
Amazon has included a dedicated 
Firefly button on the Fire Phone to 
make it easy for customers to use.
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Deal of the week: Inexpensive advertising that works is our specialty. 
Call (979) 849-5407 and see for yourself.

Weighing in on good 
old Earth

Q.  “It’s rude when you get 
home,” he said, your balance 
system thrown off, feelings of 
nausea gripping you, your walk 
having taken a hike. It’s as if you 
just got off a horrible spinning 
amusement park ride coupled 
with the worst flu you’ve ever had.  
Who are you, and what’s going 
on?

A.  You’re astronaut Chris 
Hadfield, trying to transition back 
to Earth after a five-month stint on 
the International Space Station.  
“Now your body has to instan-
taneously go from the graceful 
elegance of perpetual weightless-
ness to the tyranny of gravity,” 
Hadfield tells Andrew Grant in 
“Science News” magazine.  In 
his “Space Oddity” music video, 
Hadfield shows what it’s like to be 
in space, how you cut your nails, 
brush your teeth, go to the bath-
room. He also describes the chal-
lenges of “rocking out”:  “Playing 
the guitar is weird”; as your hand 
comes up the neck, the whole 
guitar moves sideways because 
it’s actually floating in front of you.  
“The vocals are slightly different 
too, because without gravity, your 

sinuses never drain. It’s sort of like 
standing on your head forever.”  

And with some 200 experi-
ments on board, astronauts are 
both lab technicians and lab rats.  
As Hadfield explains, a classic 
space challenge would be the 
far-off manned mission to Mars, 
which would take half a year to 
get there and another half-year to 
return.  “Yet there’s nothing in your 
window; there’s no huge, stimu-
lating, omnipresent view of our 
planet to look at...  Within a week 
or two, Earth will become a distant 
visual memory. Those crews are 
going to have to become Martians 
for their own psychological health.”

Your genes tell it all
Q.  How much can police inves-

tigators tell about a suspect from 
genetic material left at the crime 
scene?

A.  Predicting appearance 
from DNA is a powerful tool for 
researchers, says Manfred Kayser, 
forensic molecular biologist of Rot-
terdam, the Netherlands, as told 
to Rachel Feltman in “Scientific 
American” magazine. “One of our 
latest studies focused on stature.  
From a suspect’s DNA, we were 
able to predict extreme height, 
or those in the upper 3 percent, 

within accuracy 0.75 where 0.5 is 
random and 1 is a perfect indica-
tor.”  Eye and hair color and age 
are more like 0.9.  “But everything 
else we’ve looked at is actu-
ally much lower than our height 
accuracy.”

Already, genetic material can 
reveal some degree of skin color, 
but face shape -- “the holy grail” 
-- remains in the distant future. So 
far only the first five genes have 
been identified out of the hundreds 
that likely affect the face. 

Under the sea, 
because of sulfur

Q.  The most valuable food 
source in the ocean -- sunlight -- is 
completely absent in the depths, 
making photosynthesis impossible.  
So scientists were at first stunned 
to discover lush life forms in the 
deepest ocean darkness.  Just 
where did their food supply come 
from?

A.  The food and the rotten egg 
smell found at thermal vents -- 
those “continental wounds agitated 
by the planet’s tremendous heat 
and laced with sulfurous poisons” 
-- both derive from the simple 
chemical hydrogen sulfide, say 
marine biologist Stephen Palumbi 
and writer (and son) Anthony 
Palumbi in “Extreme Life of the 
Sea.”

“For all its toxicity, the mole-
cule’s sulfur bonds practically 
crackle with energy.”  Bacteria at 
these vents have mastered “che-
mosynthesis,” or the conversion of 
the chemical energy of hydrogen 
sulfide into raw cellular energy.  
Breaking the sulfide molecules 
apart, the bacteria can use the 
resultant chemical energy to fuel 
microbial growth, allowing them 
to build new cells and power their 
metabolism.

These deep-sea communi-
ties also include a unique set of 
animals -- worms, bivalves and 
shrimp -- that have evolved to 
exploit this microbial abundance.  
As ecologist Shannon Johnson 
succinctly put it:  In the blackened 
deep, “everything has to live with 
or off of bacteria to survive.”  

(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)
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area. When I happen to be in other 
cities where I have worked, I make it 
a habit to stop by the places I used 
to hang out.

Sharon, my wife and business 
partner, and I recently drove through 
Victoria on our way to San Antonio, 
and the memories started unfolding.

That’s where we met in 1980 and 
became best friends. We stopped 
and visited the old stomping 
grounds. They brought back good 
memories. We were young and 

broke. We were really broke in the 
broke sense of the word, not in what 
Hillary Clinton describes as being 
broke. We were pretty broke.

But it didn’t matter. We found 
ways to get by and have a good 
time.

We stopped by a couple of 
restaurants where we used to eat. 
While this city has grown, a lot has 
stayed the same. The old Corral 
Steakhouse hasn’t changed a bit.

The owner is now 85 and still runs 
the place. He has even fixed the 
famous neon sign. One of the work-
ers there said he spent more money 
on it than what it originally cost.

That is nostalgia.
The mall has new stores, but it’s 

still the same mall. That’s where 
Sharon and I hung out a lot. We 
didn’t buy all that much, though. 
Casa Ole is still there, but Luby’s is 
gone. The clerk at Casa Ole said 
the place was remodeled in 2007.

That’s why it looks different.
There is a new Luby’s being built, 

she said, but it won’t be at the mall. 

Sharon and I had our first unofficial 
date at the Victoria Mall Luby’s.

I have driven by The old Bay City 
Tribune building a few times. It’s 
now a discount furniture place. The 
new building is by the high school. I 
have been there a few times, but my 
desk was inside a place that now 
sells discount furniture.

And, we had some good times in 
there also. That was my first job in 
journalism.

The Chronicle is not really all 
that nostalgic. I was working out of 
Brazoria County for them, and went 
in there a few times each month 
for supplies or to get my paycheck. 
But, it was a great place to work 
—  great boss, great friends.

Then, The Bulletin came along, 
taking its different twists and turns 
each year, as it will for many more 
years to come.

Some years are great, some are 
just good, but none are bad. Thank 
you, dear readers, for helping us 
complete 20 years of publication. 
We have enjoyed each second of it.

This issue concludes 20 years of publishing
(Continued from Page 1)

Sims, I told you there would be 
a severance package. Here are 
some Powerball tickets.

By Kelly Yamanouchi
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution (MCT)

ATLANTA — An air traffic controller is on restricted duty following an 
incident that caused a Delta Air Lines jet to abandon a landing approach at 
the Atlanta airport.

The Federal Aviation Administration is investigating the “go-around,” 
which some media reports characterized as the result of a joke by the 
controller.

Delta Air Lines flight 630 from Detroit was on final approach last week to 
Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport when, with the Boeing 777 about 
1,000 feet off the ground, there was discussion of where the plane would 
park after landing.

The controller replied, “Delta 630, go around,” then after a short pause 
added, “I’m kidding, Delta 630,” and told the pilot he would find a place 
where the plane could wait for an open gate. The controller then reiterated 
“Delta 630 … you’re cleared to land.”

The pilot responded that he had already initiated the missed approach 
procedure and said the big jet was “on the go.”

The pilot and controller then communicated routinely as the 777 climbed 
to 4,000 feet, where it circled once and then landed without incident.

Just kidding, go ahead and land
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 Veterans who need legal advice or legal assistance can visit a free 
legal clinic on Saturday, June 28, at American Legion Post 7109, 4202 W. 
Walnut, Pearland, TX 77581.

The clinic is a public service of the Brazoria County Bar Association 
and the Houston Bar Foundation’s Veterans Legal Initiative, a coalition of 
local bar associations that provide pro bono legal services to U.S. veter-
ans in 17 counties in Texas.

No appointment is necessary. Any veteran, or spouse of a deceased 
veteran, can receive advice and counsel from a volunteer attorney in any 
area of law, including family, wills and probate, consumer, real estate 
and tax law, as well as disability and veterans benefits. Veterans who 
need ongoing legal representation and who qualify for legal aid may be 
assigned a pro bono attorney to handle their case.

For more information the clinic and other services for veterans, contact 
the Veterans Legal Initiative at (713) 759-1133 or visit www.hba.org.

Free legal clinic offered for 
veterans June 28 in Pearland

Local Rotary Club donates $50,000 to Brazosport Health Foundation ‘Cornerstone’ campaign
The Rotary Club of Brazosport 

presented a check in the amount 
of $50,000 to the Brazosport 
Health Foundation’s Cornerstone 
of Caring Capital Campaign.  The 
grant to the capital campaign was 

presented by Lisa Pauls, Rotary 
President and accepted by Al 
Guevara, President/CEO of Brazo-
sport Regional Health System and 
Judith Pepper, Executive Director 
of Brazosport Health Foundation.

Rotary Clubs are neighbors 
and community leaders uniting for 
the common good. It is dedicated 
people who share a passion 
for both community service and 
friendship. Rotary’s help advances 
education through scholarships, 
creates lasting change in commu-
nities, applies unique solutions to 
social issues and much more.

“The Brazosport Rotary Club, 
celebrating its 60th anniversary, 
has long been a supporter of 
Brazosport Regional Health 
System. Over the years, the club 
has contributed to many projects 
and campaigns conducted by 
the hospital and the Brazosport 
Health Foundation. Club mem-
bers believe in the importance 
of having a top-notch community 
hospital, and are proud to support 
the current capital campaign. 

When any of us need immediate 
medical attention, it is so comfort-
ing to know that BRHS is right 
here just a few minutes away 
and ready to provide the quality 
care we need,” said Lisa Pauls, 
president of the Brazosport Rotary 
Club.

To complete the $5 million Capi-

tal Campaign, Brazosport Health 
Foundation is seeking donations 
from other foundations, corporate 
industry partners and local com-
munity members. 

To donate to the Capital 
Campaign, call (979) 297-6190 
or visit www.Brazosport-Health-
Foundation.org.

Shown are: Lisa Pauls, president of Brazosport Rotary Club; Judith 
Pepper, Executive Director of Brazosport Health Foundation; and Al 
Guevara, President/CEO of Brazosport Regional Health System.
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History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

June 23: ON THIS DATE in 1860, the U.S. Secret Service was created. 
In 1931, aviators Wiley Post and Harold Gatty took off from New York on the 
first round-the-world flight in a single-engine plane.

June 24: ON THIS DATE in 1322, all Jews were expelled from France. In 
1977, the Internal Revenue Service revealed that President Jimmy Carter 
had paid no income taxes in 1976.

June 25: ON THIS DATE in 1950, North Korea invaded South Korea. In 
1962, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that prescribed prayer in New York 
public schools was unconstitutional.

June 26: ON THIS DATE in 1917, the first troops of the American Expedi-
tionary Force arrived in France during World War I. In 1948, the Berlin Airlift 
began in earnest after the Soviet Union cut off land and water routes to the 
city’s isolated western sector.

June 27: ON THIS DATE in 1844, Mormon leader Joseph Smith and his 
brother, Hyrum, were killed by a mob in Carthage, Ill. In 1929, the first dem-
onstration of color television was made in New York.

June 28: ON THIS DATE in 1919, the Treaty of Versailles was signed, 
officially ending World War I. In 1950, North Korean forces captured Seoul, 
South Korea.

June 29: ON THIS DATE in 1927, the first flight from the U.S. Pacific coast 
arrived in Hawaii. In 1967, after the Six-Day War, Jerusalem was reunified as 
Israel removed barricades separating the Old City from the Israeli sector.

Answer to last week’s question: This week in 1876, Lt. Col. George A. 
Custer led units of the U.S. Army’s 7th Cavalry into a disastrous ambush by 
Lakota, Cheyenne, Sioux and Arapaho warriors near the Little Bighorn River 
in Montana Territory.

This week’s question: In 1946, what revolutionary women’s swimsuit 
design made its debut at a Paris fashion show?

Medical debt can lurk on credit reports even if it’s not accurate
By Tim Grant
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette (MCT)

At 67 years old, Carl Gasper still 
is juggling a fair share of debt.

He has a mortgage on his three-
bedroom Green Tree, Pa. home, 
car payments on his Chrysler 
300 and several credit cards with 
balances he carries from month to 
month.

What he didn’t know until recently 
is that he also has $640 in unpaid 
medical debt that had been turned 
over to a collection agency and 
reported to the credit bureaus. He 
found out the hard way in April 
when he tried to take advantage 
of a zero percent interest credit 
card offer — to which he planned 
to transfer some other card bal-
ances— and got turned down.

The medical debt had caused his 
credit rating to nosedive to a score 
of 660, which disqualifies him from 
either being approved by many 
creditors or from being offered the 
best loan rates.

“It’s a shame that people like 
myself that are on a fixed income 
suffer from a mistake made by 
people in the medical field and 
the insurance field, and then be 
turned over to a collection agency 
that mars your credit without your 
knowledge,” Gasper said.

Many people across the country 
find themselves in similar predica-
ments.

While medical debt could poten-
tially wreck someone’s chances of 
obtaining credit, the Washington, 
D.C.-based Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau recently released 

a study indicating that many 
consumers do not even know they 
have a medical debt in collections 
until they get a call from a debt 
collector or discover the debt on a 
credit report.

When overdue debt goes to col-
lections and ends up on someone’s 
credit report, it could damage that 
person’s credit score. A lower credit 
score means lenders likely will 
be more cautious about lending 
money.

“In many ways, medical bills are 
unusual,” Richard Cordray, direc-
tor of the CFPB, said in prepared 
remarks. “When you take out a 
loan, typically you know how much 
you will owe and the interest rate 
you will be charged up front.

“But with medical costs, you 
have less visibility. Costs are often 

unknown until after treatment.”
For Gasper, it began when he 

suffered a stroke at his home on 
June 11, 2012, that sent him to 
Allegheny General Hospital for a 
couple of days. Although his insur-
ance carrier at the time — United 
Healthcare — paid $32,677 to the 
hospital, Gasper said the hospital 
mailed him a room charge for $640, 
which he did not believe he owed.

Since he was only kept at the 
hospital for observation after being 
treated in the emergency room, 
he said he was considered an 
outpatient. He said his carrier told 
him that under his Medicare insur-
ance plan he was only liable for 20 
percent of the $640 room charge, 
or $128.

He thought he had settled the 
problem with Allegheny General 
Hospital, but in September 2012, he 
began receiving letters and phone 
calls from a collection agency, 
Credit Management Co.

The collection agency didn’t 

listen to anything I had to say,” 
Gasper said. “They were constantly 
billing me and calling me and 
harassing me twice a week asking 
for $640.”

He refused to pay. The collection 
agency quit calling and sending 
letters, but in February 2013, Credit 
Management filed a claim with the 
credit bureaus.

Dan Laurent, director of media 
relations at Allegheny General 
Hospital, said although the hospital 
is limited in what it can say due to 
patient confidentiality, hospital rep-
resentatives have confirmed with 
Gasper’s health plan that his bill is 
accurate. He said the hospital also 
has no record of Gasper contacting 
the hospital to dispute his bill.

“As with many, if not most health 
plans, this patient had co-pay 
obligations that equaled the amount 
billed,” Laurent said. “We under-
stand the difficulties some patients 
face in meeting their financial 
responsibilities for care received.”
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Debt Adviser: Debt forgiven, taxes paid, but collector still calls family
By Steve Bucci
Bankrate.com (MCT)

QUESTION: I co-signed on a 
car in 2007, which was repos-
sessed. The loan was forgiven in 
2012 and reported on my taxes 
as income. The taxes have also 
been paid to the IRS. As of this 
past Friday, two of my friends/
family listed as “referrals” were 
called on their home phones and 
cellphones about this “forgiven 
debt.” No one has contacted me! 
The message left is an insult to 
my name! Any advice would be 
greatly appreciated.

—Lynn
ANSWER: This should not be 

happening, but there is something 
you can do to stop it.

You have two issues here that 

need to be addressed. First, you 
have a collector who is attempting to 
collect a forgiven debt, and second, 
the collector may be violating the 
Fair Debt Collection Practices Act, 
or FDCPA, by overcommunicating to 
third parties.

Let’s start with the second issue.
The FDCPA protects consumers 

from abusive and unfair collectors. It 
has very specific and stringent rules 
that collectors must follow when 
communicating with a third party in 
order to attempt to collect a debt. 
The collector may state only that he 
or she is “confirming or correcting 
location information concerning the 
consumer,” and may not “state that 
such consumer owes any debt.” If 
the collector identified himself as a 
debt collector and/or said anything 
about a debt in the message left 

for your friends and family, the debt 
collector is in violation of the FDCPA 
and can be sued.

I suggest that at a minimum you 
report the violation to the Consumer 
Financial Protection Bureau and 
also with the consumer protection 
division of your state’s attorney 
general.

Should the collector ever get 
around to contacting you about this 
forgiven debt, be prepared to send 

copies of your 1099-C tax form 
and the tax return where you paid 
the taxes on the forgiven debt. You 
should be aware that many consum-
ers have had similar problems with 
a collector attempting to collect 
on a debt for which the consumer 
has been issued a 1099-C and has 
paid the taxes owed. The courts 
have decided in favor of consumers 
and stated that a creditor cannot 
issue a 1099-C and then attempt 

to collect the same debt that was 
forgiven. But with the huge volume 
of stale debts being sold and resold 
in the secondary market, often with 
sketchy supporting data, this has 
not stopped all collection attempts.

If you believe your reputation 
has been harmed by an unlawful 
disclosure, you can check with an 
attorney with debt collection experi-
ence about suing the collection 
company in court.
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The Stars on the Brazos Krewe 
recently made a $2,000 contribution 
to the Brazosport College Founda-
tion for a student scholarship. 

This is the sixth year the organi-
zation has funded this scholarship, 
with the purpose of helping to defray 
costs of students’ tuition, fees and 
books.

Proceeds for the scholarship 
come from the Stars on the Brazos 
Krewe party, which is held every 
year during Mardi Gras in Galves-
ton.

For more information on this 
scholarship, as well as other schol-
arships available, visit brazosport.s
tarsscholarshipsonline.com. Regis-
tration is now open for summer and 
fall 2014 classes. 

The Stars on the Brazos Krewe recently made a $2,000 contribution to 
the Brazosport College Foundation for a student scholarship. Pictured 
are, from left, Denise Holtzclaw, BC Foundation Development Officer; 
David Howarth, Stars on the Brazos Krewe president; and Serena 
Andrews, Associate Vice President, Institutional Advancement.

Stars on the Brazos Krewe makes gift to BC Foundation

Planet Earth may have a better ‘memory’ of its infancy than previously believed
By Deborah Netburn
Los Angeles Times(MCT)

Ancient gases trapped deep 
within the Earth’s mantle may reveal 
clues about our planet’s earliest 
days, according to a new study.

For the past decade, scientists 

believed our planet’s memory was 
reset 4.5 billion years ago when an 
object the size of Mars slammed 
into the Earth, releasing enough 
energy to cause most of the Earth to 
turn into a liquid magma ocean.

Any clues to the planet’s earlier 

past, scientists thought, likely got 
melted away in this last, great 
impact, which also created our 
moon.

However, Sujoy Mukhopadhyay, 
a geochemist at Harvard University, 
has found evidence that the impact 

may not have affected the whole 
planet in the same way.

“The simulations we are doing 
now indicate that some regions got 
melted and vaporized, while the 
opposite side of the planet did not 
melt at all,” he said Monday after 
presenting his research at the Gold-
schmidt conference in Sacramento. 

If the entire Earth did not melt, 
that means there may be a few 
hidden vestiges of our planet from a 
time before the moon. And they may 
help scientists learn more about the 
Earth’s infancy and planetary forma-
tion in general.

To support this theory, Mukhopad-
hyay and his colleagues compared 
gases trapped in volcanic rock from 
deep in the Earth’s mantle to gases 
that came from a more shallow part 
of the mantle. They found that the 
helium-3 to neon-22 ratio in the 

shallow mantle is significantly higher 
than in the deep mantle. 

Neither helium-3 nor neon-22 
is affected by radioactive decay, 
and they cannot be changed by 
plate tectonics either, Mukhopad-
hyay said. They can, however, be 
changed if the Earth was liquid.

If the entire Earth became liquid 
after the last major impact 4.5 billion 
years ago, there would not be a 
difference in the isotope ratio in the 
two parts of the mantle. Therefore, 
the researchers conclude, only part 
of the mantle melted all the way at 
that time.

This theory is further supported 
by examination of the 129-xenon to 
130-xenon ratio, which put a time 
stamp on the formation age of the 
oldest part of the Earth’s mantle to 
within the first 100 million years of 
the Earth’s history.
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AUSTIN – Effective with this summer’s applications, the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department’s popular Public Hunt Drawing System will be online-
only.

The Public Hunt Drawing System offers affordable hunting experiences in 
more than two dozen different hunt categories, including eight specifically for 
youth only.

Applications will only be accepted online — no “Applications for Drawings 
on Public Hunting Lands” booklets or application forms will be printed and 
mailed out.

With the new paperless system, hunters will be able to browse the drawn 
hunt catalog by hunt category and location using interactive maps, as well as 
complete the application and pay online. Selected applicants will be notified 
by email and can accept permits and pay any fees online. Permits will be 
issued by email and can be printed at home or stored on a mobile device. 
Those applicants who are not selected may still be eligible through a second-
ary drawing if any permits are unclaimed by the payment deadline. There 
may still be opportunities for traditional standby hunts at some locations.

In addition to now being able to apply for multiple hunt areas within the 
same hunt category (i.e. apply for a Gun Deer — Either Sex hunt on more 
than one hunt area), the online system will give hunters more time to apply. 
Application deadlines start in August and wrap up in January. Applicants will 
have until midnight on the day of the deadline to apply.

Non-refundable application fees for drawn Special Permit hunts range 
between $3-10 for each adult applicant 17 years of age or older. Selected 
adult hunters pay an additional permit fee of $80 for regular hunts and $130 
for extended hunts. There are no application fees or drawn hunt permit fees 
for youth age 8 to 16. There are no application fees for the e-postcard hunt 
or the U.S. Forest Service Antlerless Deer permits.

Applicants will also retain and continue to accrue Preference Points, now 
called Loyalty Points, as in the past. Points will stay with the category and be 
applied to each application equally.

The new online-only system will begin accepting electronic applications in 
July for 2014-15 Drawn Hunts, including Special Permit hunts, E-Postcard 
hunts, and US Forest Service Antlerless Deer Permits.

For more information about the new online system, visit http://
www.tpwd.state.tx.us/drawnhunts.

TPWD Public Hunt Drawing System 
going paperless and online only

ATHENS, Texas — Individuals or organizations that have made a last-
ing contribution to freshwater fishing in Texas may be nominated through 
November 1 for induction into the Texas Freshwater Fishing Hall of Fame.

The nominee must be a Texan or Texas organization. Individuals may be 
either living or deceased. Selection will be made by an independent commit-
tee; induction will take place during the annual Hall of Fame banquet at the 
Texas Freshwater Fisheries Center (TFFC) in Athens.

Videos about prior inductees may be viewed in the Texas Freshwater 
Fishing Hall of Fame at TFFC; some are also available on YouTube. Brief 
biographical sketches and links to videos may be found at.

Nomination forms and instructions are available on the TFFC web site at 
www.tpwd.state.tx.us/freshwaterfishinghalloffame or by calling (903) 670-
2255.

Nominations Sought for Texas 
Freshwater Fishing Hall of Fame
New deadline for submission of nominations is Nov. 1

Send your announcement to john.bulletin@gmail.com. We’ll help you 
spread the word on the many things going on in our community.



Page 10  THE BULLETIN   June 24, 2014   (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   June 24, 2014    THE BULLETIN  Page 11



Page 12  THE BULLETIN  June 24, 2014   (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

By Virginia Bridges
The News & Observer (Raleigh, N.C.) (MCT)

For the owners of a Morehead 
City, N.C., bakery, the hardest part 
of being on the Food Network’s 
“Cupcake Wars” was when it was 
over: They couldn’t talk about their 
victory until the show aired.

Angela Diaz and her daughter-
in-law, Kaylee, owners of Happy 
Cakes Cupcakery, sent in their 
audition tape in April 2013 and won 
the mother-and-daughter themed 
“Cupcake Wars” the following June. 
Then they had to keep it a secret 
until October.

“We weren’t even allowed to tell 
people why we went to (Los Ange-
les),” said Angela Diaz, 41.

The two, who started the busi-
ness in fall 2012, rode the wave 
of celebrity that helped them 
transform their business from an 
online outlet that delivered about 
10 dozen cupcakes a week to a 
brick-and-mortar location selling up 
to 1,200 fresh treats a day.

“It was crazy,” Angela Diaz said.
The Diazes are among many 

entrepreneurs who have partici-
pated in reality television oppor-
tunities, from ABC’s “Shark Tank” 
to Spike TV’s “Bar Rescue.” The 
News & Observer caught up with 
the Diazes and three other busi-
nesses that survived their celebrity 
to find out what happened after 
their moments in the spotlight.

Kevin Flannery, founder and 
CEO of WiSpots, was featured in 
2009 on the first episode of “Shark 
Tank,” the show that has entre-
preneurs pitch their company to 
celebrity millionaire and billionaire 
investors.

Flannery, 48, of Sanford, N.C., 
sought $1.2 million for a 10 percent 
equity stake in his company that 
seeks to install a system of wire-
less tablets in high-traffic medical 
facilities. Patients would use the 
devices to fill out forms and then 
could surf the Internet for free while 
receiving targeted advertisements 
and coupon offers.

Flannery told the sharks that 
since founding the company in 
2002, he had mortgaged his house 
twice and tapped out his savings.

The investor panel pleaded with 

him to cut his losses.
An emotional letdown and hate 

mail followed, Flannery said.
But there were also thousands of 

letters that were positive, he said.
After a failed attempt at a merger 

with a local company, Flannery 
has since picked up a full-time job 
managing a telecommunication 
company’s network build-out in four 
states. He spends at least 20 hours 
a week on WiSpots and said he is 
negotiating deals for funding now.

“I went from being wealthy to 
having nothing to working my way 
back,” he said. “This business will 
take off, and it will be a huge suc-
cess.”

In October, Matt Richmond of 
Chapel Hill, N.C., appeared on 
“Shark Tank” asking for $150,000 
in exchange for 25 percent equity 
stake of Rent A Goat, a website 
that connects people who want 
goats to clear their land with goat 
owners.

Richmond founded a similar 
company in 2010. But about a 

month before he went on “Shark 
Tank,” he created the new version 
of the venture and partnered with a 
California rancher with an estab-
lished goat business. The sharks 
didn’t offer to put up any money, 
though, which would have allowed 
Rent A Goat to buy goats and set 
up an operation in San Diego.

The first time the show aired in 
October, the Rent A Goat website 
crashed within the first 30 seconds. 
The website was reinforced when 
the show re-aired in February.

The opportunity also helped 
make the referral side of the busi-
ness viable, Richmond said. Rent A 
Goat now has about 72,000 Twitter 
followers, 13 goat-owner affili-
ates and has given out about 500 
referrals this year. The company 
receives up to 10 percent of each 
referral transaction.

The company is also selling 
franchise opportunities.

Guy Wavra said his moment on 
“Bar Rescue” lived up to the reality 
television’s show name.

In March 2013, “Bar Rescue” 
transformed Garner’s Characters 
Quarters, owned by Wavra and 
parents Charlie and Helen Alexan-
der, into MoonRunners Saloon.

After opening Character’s in 
2010, the concept, which included 
waitresses dressed as famous 
characters in edgy outfits, “got stale 
quick,” said Wavra, 35, of Cary, 
N.C. 

The business was losing about 
$3,000 a month, he said.

“Bar Rescue” and its expert and 
star Jon Taffer walked the owners 
through a high-profile transition and 
made a $50,000 investment in a 
brand and bar makeover to Moon-
Runners, capitalizing on the area’s 
Southern roots. In exchange, the 
family aired its internal struggles, 
including a rift between Wavra and 
his sister, a waitress on a loop of 
being fired and re-hired.

“I don’t have anything negative 
to say about the process. … It was 
a little bit embarrassing,” but worth 
the larger goal of saving the busi-

ness, Wavra said. “We love hard. 
We fight hard, no matter what. That 
is just us.”

When the business reopened as 
MoonRunners, revenue jumped 30 
percent.

After the show aired in August, 
revenue spiked 100 percent two 
months in a row.

Now, business is up 40 percent 
compared to Characters, Wavra 
said, and on track to bring in 
$1 million in revenue this year. 
Owners are working with Broadslab 
Distillery in Benson, N.C., to create 
a MoonRunners line of moonshine 
and are hoping to open a second 
location within the next year.

“‘Bar Rescue’ is kind of the gift 
that keeps on giving,” he said.

While Happy Cakes’ owners 
awaited the show to air, Angela 
Diaz reached out to other winners 
for tips on preparing and brought 
on another partner, her daughter, 
Amanda Diaz.

They weren’t ready to fund a 
stand-alone shop, so they found 
a commercial kitchen and bought 
tons of ingredients and boxes.

 The Monday after the Oct. 19 
episode aired, they started selling 
made-from-scratch cupcakes at 11 
a.m. in the corner of a restaurant in 
downtown Morehead City that was 
closed for lunch.

“On the weekend, we made 
1,000 and sold out in 45 minutes,” 
Angela Diaz said.

They were working long days, 
she said, but had fun with it and 
refused to compromise quality.

“That is what kept us busy and 
sustained,” she said.

In May, Happy Cakes moved into 
its own location where it was selling 
up to 1,200 cupcakes a day until an 
elderly woman crashed a vehicle 
into the business later that month.

Traffic transformed from people 
looking for cupcakes to people 
wanting to help.

“It has just been incredible 
seeing that support system in our 
town,” she said.

 “That is a really neat eye 
opener.”

Diaz said she hopes to reopen 
before the July 4 weekend.

TV appearances can be exhausting, exhilarating for small businesses

MoonRunners in Raleigh, N.C., has seen a spike in business after undergoing a makeover on the TV show 
“Bar Rescue.” (Kyle Jahner/Raleigh News & Observer/MCT)
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By Nate Ulrich
Akron Beacon Journal (MCT)

Johnny Manziel’s signature hand gesture for making money is more 
fitting than ever because he agreed to terms with the Cleveland Browns 
on his rookie contract Tuesday.

The team announced the deal in a news release.
Manziel’s four-year contract is worth $8,247,250 and includes a 

$4,318,000 signing bonus and $6,702,625 guaranteed, according to 
Spotrac.com. The deal is worth an annual average salary of $2,061,813 
and includes a team option for a fifth year.

The Browns traded up from No. 26 overall to No. 22, so they could nab 
Manziel in the first round of the NFL Draft on May 8.

Manziel will compete with veteran Brian Hoyer this summer for the 
starting quarterback job. Last week, coach Mike Pettine said Hoyer 
would enter training camp in late July as the starter. Pettine said Hoyer is 
“securely ahead” of Manziel, but the coach also doesn’t think Hoyer’s lead 
over Manziel is “insurmountable.”

The 5-foot-11 3⁄4, 210-pound Manziel compiled a record of 20-6 as a 
two-year starter at Texas A&M before he chose to forgo his final two years 
of eligibility and enter the draft.

Manziel became the first freshman to win the Heisman Trophy and was 
a finalist for the honor the following year.

Manziel agrees to terms with Browns Spurs are unstoppable if team remains intact next season
By Ben Bolch
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

SAN ANTONIO — Sorry to disap-
point you, but the 2014-15 NBA 
season is over.

Spare us the pretense of training 
camp, the regular season and the 
playoffs if the San Antonio Spurs 
return intact after dissecting the 
world’s second-best team like a 
chilled, dripping laboratory frog.

What we witnessed in these 
Finals was not just champion-
ship basketball, but Beethoven’s 
Ninth Symphony, Shakespeare’s 
“Hamlet,” Monet’s “Woman with 
a Parasol.” And some people try 

to pass off soccer as the beautiful 
game.

The Spurs’ dominance could be 
seen in the numbers and every 
other measure of greatness. They 
outscored Miami, the two-time 
defending champion, by 70 points 
over five games, a Finals record. 
They made 52.76% of their shots, 
also a record. And they won 12 
playoff games by 15 or more points, 
a single-season record.

Add it up, and you’ve got a team 
that can’t be stopped, provided Tim 
Duncan, Tony Parker and Manu 
Ginobili come back for one more 
season and the supporting cast con-

tinues its slow, hospitable takeover.
“That is the beauty of the team 

that we’ve had this year,” Duncan 
said. “We’ve had 10, 12 guys with 
the ability to step in and make a 
difference.”

Finals’ most valuable player 
Kawhi Leonard did it with his 
defense, rebounding and assertive-
ness on offense despite zero plays 
being called for him. Boris Diaw 
did it with his passing and his court 
savvy. Patty Mills did it with his 
fearlessness and his knockdown 
three-point shooting.

Even the Spurs were in awe of 
what they were doing.
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sNine County Parks.
sA group campground with air-

conditioned dormitories, cabins, lake 
& bayou fishing, swimming pool & 
wooded trails.

sTwo full-service RV campgrounds 
with air-conditioned cabins, lighted 
fishing areas, covered pavilions, 
playground on the coast.

s23 miles of sandy beaches.
s20 public boat ramps.
sHistorical homes.
sCoastal ecology center.
sBird watching.
sShelling (peak season Dec.-Feb.)
sYear-round Adventure Programs.
sYear-round special events.
Administrative offices
313 W. Mulberry
Angleton, TX. 77515
(979) 864-1541
Brazoria County Parks Director 
Richard Hurd
Board of Park Commissioners
Meta Kirby, Chairman
Paul Wofford, Jr., Vice Chairman
Joyce Peltier, Secretary
Dorman Davidson
Wayne Shaw
Rex Lloyd
John Stanford

SPONSORS
Platinum ($2,000)

Freeport LNG; Town of Quintana; Dow 
Chemical Company; BASF Corporation

Gold ($1,500)
Silver ($1,000)

DSM Nutritional Products Inc.; Wal-Mart, 
Angleton; Warehouse Associates (Pirates 
Alley Café, Ocean Village Hotel, Beach 
House Associates); Meyerland Custom 

Home Renovation LLC
Bronze ($500)

Texas Gulf Bank; DM Petroleum Opera-
tions; Mary Ruth Rhodenbaugh; and 

Waste Connections of Texas.

We also thank the many volunteers who help 
clean the beaches, stake out trees and sand 
fencing, lend a hand with programs, and add so 
much to the county’s parks and to our communi-
ties. To become a sponsor or to volunteer in our 
programs, call 979-864-1541 or email jamesg 
@brazoria-county.com.

Saturday, July 12, 2-4 p.m. - Balloon Art with Miss Mai at San Luis 
Pass County Park.  Learn how to twist and tie balloons and make cool 
stuff!  All materials provided.  Registered campers only; for information 
or reservations, call (979) 233-6026.

Saturday, Aug. 2 - KidsFest at Bates Park, Angleton. Rack up on 
school supplies and fun at this FREE back-to-school program for chil-
dren ages 3-11.  For more information, call the Brazoria County Parks 
Dept. at (979) 864-1541.

Saturday, Aug. 9, 7 p.m. - Dinner and a Movie at San Luis Pass 
County Park. Join us for a wiener and marshmallow roast followed by 
a relaxing outdoor movie under the stars. Registered campers only; for 
information or reservations, call (979) 233-6026.

Saturday, Sept. 20 - Texas Navy Day Celebration. Celebrate the 
Republic of Texas Navy at Surfside.  Interact with costumed interpreters 
and watch period artillery at work.  Flag raising at 8 a.m.; infantry drill at 
various times; 10 a.m. cannon school; ceremony at 4 p.m.  For informa-
tion, call (979) 864-1541.

Saturday, Sept. 20, 2-5 p.m. - Make Wreathes or Gulf Green 
Luminaries at San Luis Pass County Park.  Design a Natural Wreath/
Luminary from Basura Bonita (Beautiful Trash) collected off the beach.  
Registered campers only; for information or reservations, call (979) 
233-6026.

Saturday, Sept. 27 - Texas Adopt-A-Beach Fall Clean-Up.  Volun-
teers gather at 9 a.m. in Surfside and Quintana for a general beach 
clean-up.  Dress for the weather and bring along some water.  Supplies 
provided; lunch afterward.  For more information, contact James at 
(979) 864-1541 (Surfside) or Patty at (979) 233-1461 (Quintana).

Small Watercraft Club.  Join the fun with Brazoria County Parks, 
Brazoria County 4-H Clubs, and Sea Center Texas as we learn about 
canoes and kayaks.  From basic watercraft safety and skills to short trips 
on local waterways, this growing club is a good fit for family activity and 
learning.  Dates, times, and locations vary by season.  For more infor-
mation call (979) 864-1541 or e-mail jamesg@brazoria-county.com. 

County parks’ events scheduleAttack of the seaweed

County crews are doing what they can to remove the seaweed, but it’s 
quite a task. This photo was taken when the invasion was at its peak.

Seaweed has been a nuisance on area beaches since late May. Covering 
an area from Matagorda to Galveston, heavy deposits of sargassum seaweed 
washed ashore as an unwelcome impediment to wading, fishing, and general 
enjoyment of beachgoers.  

Department crews have been working to keep access available, but the 
amount of seaweed in the water has hampered effective management.  Beach 
equipment can operate only on the dry portion of the beach; seaweed mats 
at water’s edge are not reachable by to the equipment and adds to beach 
accumulations with each tidal cycle. What can be reached has been piled on 
the dunes to help trap sand for natural beach nourishment.  

Fortunately, offshore seaweed drift mats are reportedly diminishing in size, 
indicating that the worst may soon be behind us.  Higher than normal tides, 
forecast through mid- and late June, will aid in relieving area beaches as the 
plant life is returned to the sea.  
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  Hanson Park boat ramp
Commissioners Court approved 

a grant funding contract with Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department 
for the Hanson Park Boat Ramp 
Project.  Meetings with Pct. 4 are 
ongoing for the construction of an 
access roadway; work on the new 
boat ramp is expected to begin 
soon after the roadway is com-
pleted.  TPWD will supply roughly 
$250,000 toward the project, with 
the county providing a match of 
approximately $75,000 in labor and 
equipment.  

Public feedback on the project 
has been steady and positive. 
The Friends of the River San Ber-
nard group has been particularly 
supportive of the project, citing 
improved river access and the 
needs of residents in being able to 
extract boats from the river during 
storms and flood events. The near-
est public boat ramp is 13 miles 
downstream at FM 521.

The complete project includes 
construction of a parking area, 
bulkheads, courtesy dock lighting, 
and signage.  
 Quintana Beach improvements

Final bids have been accepted 
for construction of a 1,200-square-
foot education center at Quintana 
Beach County Park.  After careful 

examination, the project commit-
tee is satisfied that all work will 
be performed to expectations.  
Release orders are anticipated 
within the next few months. Actual 
construction should begin by end 
of summer and will not impact park 
visitors.  

Camp Mohawk’s new deck
Camp Mohawk County Park 

is slated to get a new deck.  The 
Texas Historical Commission 
issued final permits after test holes 
at the construction site produced 
no artifacts.  Camp Mohawk has 
a long history of occupation from 
pre-Columbian times through the 
present, including a past life as a 
Confederate training ground.  The 
new 20-foot by 20-foot deck will be 
located in the amphitheater area 
adjacent to the pond.  Construc-
tion will begin as other projects 
are completed and crews become 
available.  
Weekend gate fee at Quintana
A gate fee was implemented at 

Quintana Park for day-use guests, 
starting on Memorial Weekend.  
The fee, charged only on week-
ends, is $5 per car per day, with 
an annual pass available for $25.  
The fee will remain in effect on 
weekends through the Labor Day 
weekend.

County parks news

A new boat ramp is in the offing 
for Hanson Riverside County 
Park. When completed, the boat 
ramp will provide public access 
to the San Bernard River area 
below the spillway. The nearest 
public boat ramp is at FM 521, 13 
miles downstream.  

Permits are in place for a new deck at the amphitheater at Camp 
Mohawk County Park. The 20-foot square deck will serve as a platform 
for amphitheater presentations and will provide better access to fishing 
in the park lake.  

Boat ramp plans

Amphitheater plans approved

Birds and squirrels abound at Camp Mohawk County Park. Drop by for 
a visit and see what you can find in our trees! The park is home to the 
only native stand of pine trees in Brazoria County.

Going wild in Brazoria County parks
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Seek out a church that strengthens your 
faith through praise and thanksgiving

My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Q: You’re always telling people to go to church, but all the churches I’ve 
been to are so boring, I can’t stand it. You’ll probably tell me just to keep 
looking, but why should I? Besides that, I enjoy having a day to myself. 
-- K.W.W.

A: Let me ask you a question: What exactly are you seeking in a 
church? In other words, what would a “good” church be like, in your opin-
ion? What do you hope to get out of it?

I don’t know how you’d answer, but let me suggest how you should 
answer. First, when we gather with other believers, we should worship 
God; that is, we should focus on Him, and our hearts and minds should be 
filled with praise and thanksgiving. The center of our faith is Jesus Christ, 
and when we realize who He is and what He has done for us through His 
death and resurrection, we can’t help but worship and praise God.

Then we should also come together to learn from God’s Word as it 
is preached and taught. God wants us to grow stronger in our faith and 
become more like Christ - and this will happen as we let God’s Word take 
root in our hearts and minds. Ask God to help you focus on the sermon 
and the reading of the Bible. The Bible says, “Consequently, faith comes 
from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word 
about Christ” (Romans 10:17).

Finally, through church we learn from other believers. Don’t just attend 
the weekly service; seek other opportunities for fellowship with others. 
Make sure of your commitment to Christ, and then ask Him to lead you to 
a church where you not only won’t be bored, but you’ll grow in your faith.

The Clarion’s 
Summer Series 
continues with 
Tom’s Fun Band

Tom’s Fun Band has become a 
mainstay at The Clarion at Brazo-
sport College’s annual Summer 
Matinee Series. And it’s for good 
reason.

By mixing guitar, drums, tuba 
and fun sing-a-long lyrics together, 
Tom’s Fun Band had created a 

sound that kids love and look for-
ward to every year at The Clarion.

This year, Tom’s Fun Band will 
be performing at 1:30 p.m. on June 
25 at The Clarion. The show is part 
of the Clarion’s annual Summer 
Matinee Series and tickets are $5.

Tom’s Fun Band consists of Tom 
Wilbeck on vocals and guitars, his 
brother, Chris Wilbeck on drums, 
and Will Samson on the tuba. The 
band was created in 2007 when 
Tom began writing music for his 
twins. His music was filled with 
lyrics children could relate to, such 
as bath time, breakfast, taking 
rides in the wagon and monsters in 
the mirror.

Soon after, Tom joined up with 
Will and Chris and Tom’s Fun Band 
was officially created. Since then, 
Tom’s Fun Band has performed 
to hundreds of thousands of kids 
at festivals, schools, libraries, 
fundraisers, parties, museums 

and other places seeking positive 
family-themed music.

The June 25 show featuring 
Tom’s Fun Band is the second of 
the Clarion’s summer matinees 
for kids. The third and final show 
of this season is magician Lanny 
Kibbey, which is scheduled for 

July 9.
To learn more about Tom’s Fun 

Band, visit the group’s Web site at 
www.tomsfunband.com.

To purchase tickets to any of 
the Clarion’s Summer Matinee 
shows, call (979)230-3156, or visit 
www.brazosport.edu/clarion.
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Look for us on 
Facebook

See who is waiting for you at SPCA-BC

Come by the SPCA-BC Shelter at 141 Canna Ln., Lake Jackson, or we 
are at Brazos Mall, Petco and Petsmart every Saturday, to  visit with these 
pets and many of their friends. Kennel sponsorships are now available 
for large or small kennels. Why not have your company or family recog-
nized with a plaque to show you care? Call (979) 285-2340, ext. 100, or visit 
www.spcabc.org for details. Help control the pet population. Have your pet 
spayed or neutered. Come by the  SPCA-BC, and fill out an application today.

To support the Brazoria County SPCA and its mission to shelter and 
provide medical care for homeless pets, TDECU employees held a 
donation drive for the non-profit organization, inviting its members and 
employees to donate money and needed supplies at its Brazoria County 
branches. 

To raise additional funds, TDECU also held a silent auction that 
featured donated products from local vendors: Lucky Dog Company in 
Richwood, TX; VCA Animal Hospital in Lake Jackson, and Cut-Ups Hair 
Salon, also in Lake Jackson. Over a two-week period, the community 
rallied and collected $2,500, and three vans full of pet supplies, bedding, 
toys and food. TDECU employees excitedly delivered the donated items 
to the Brazoria County SPCA and received a warm welcome from a 
couple of furry new friends.  

TDECU raises money, supplies 
for Brazoria County SPCA

The City of Pearland hosts its 
annual “Celebration of Freedom” 
event in observance of Indepen-
dence Day on Friday, July 4, at 
Pearland High School football sta-
dium, located at 3775 South Main 
Street in Pearland.  

The event features a “Kid Zone” 
play area and a live concert by the 
Drywater Band on the HEB Plus! 
Entertainment Stage, followed 
by a 20-minute fireworks display 
sponsored by Westside Veterinary 
Hospital. Stadium gates will open for 
this free community event at 6 p.m., 
and the concert begins at 6:30 p.m.  
VFW Post 7109 will present a salute 
to the nation’s military, followed by 
the singing of “The Star-Spangled 
Banner” by the winner of the City’s 
“Let Freedom Sing” competition.

Attendees can bring food and 
drinks, or visit one of the many food 
and beverage vendors. Alcohol, 
glass containers, pets and tobacco 
are prohibited. Parking for the event 
is free on-site or at Pearland Junior 
High South, located at 4919 Bailey 
Road in Pearland.  Complimentary 
shuttle service provides round-trip 
transportation to and from Pearl-
and High School.  “Celebration of 
Freedom” is produced by The City 
of Pearland Parks & Recreation 
Department.  For more information 
on this and other special events, 
visit pearlandparks.com

July 4 celebrations 
set in Pearland

Dr. Oz gets an earful from lawmakers accusing him of aiding weight-loss scams
By Lindsay Wise
McClatchy Washington Bureau (MCT)

WASHINGTON — Dr. Mehmet 
Oz’s enthusiasm for “miracle” 
weight-loss cures landed the celeb-
rity surgeon in the hot seat recently 
on Capitol Hill.

Lawmakers grilled him about 
dubious diet products popularized 
on his hit TV talk show.

Oz was the star witness at a 
hearing on diet scams hosted by 
Missouri Sen. Claire McCaskill, 
a Democrat who chairs a Senate 
panel on consumer protection.

In sometimes-contentious 

exchanges with McCaskill and other 
senators, Oz described himself 
as a victim. He makes no money 
from any of the treatments touted 
on “The Dr. Oz Show,” he said, but 
unscrupulous advertisers use his 
words and image to cash in on the 
latest fat-busting fad.

“I am forced to defend my 
reputation every single day,” Oz 
complained.

McCaskill, a former county 
prosecutor, didn’t hide her skepti-
cism. She warned Oz that she had 
some tough questions for him about 
his role — “intentional or not” — in 

perpetuating diet scams.
“When you feature a product 

on your show, it creates what has 
become known as the ‘Oz effect,’ 
dramatically boosting sales and driv-
ing scam artists to pop up overnight, 
using false and deceptive ads to sell 
questionable products,” she said.

Since 2010, the Federal Trade 
Commission has collected almost 
$107 million in restitution from 
companies for deceptive advertis-
ing about weight-loss products and 
services.

Scammers often try to capital-
ize on diet fads promoted by TV 
personalities such as Oz, said Mary 
Koelbel Engle, associate director 
of the FTC’s division of advertising 
practices.

“When consumers see prod-
ucts and ingredients marketed in 
sophisticated ways on respected 
media outlets and praised by people 
they trust, it can be difficult for them 
to listen to their internal voices 
telling them to beware,” Engle told 
lawmakers.

To kick off the hearing, McCaskill 
played a video clip of Oz extolling 
the virtues of green coffee bean 
extract in 2012. She noted that the 
FTC had recently sued a Florida 

company, Pure Green Coffee, 
accusing it of using fake news web-
sites and bogus weight-loss claims 
to market the beans.

“I don’t get why you need to say 
this stuff when you know it’s not 
true. … Why would you cheapen 
your show?” she asked Oz. “I know 
you feel that you’re a victim, but 
sometimes conduct invites being a 
victim. I think that if you would be 
more careful, maybe you wouldn’t 
be victimized quite as frequently.”
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 Actor Damon
5 Like unfizzy soda
9 Relatively cool heavenly body
14 Suffix with buck
15 Grocery section
16 “All done!”
17 Long-running musical variety TV 
show
19 Hunter’s hides
20 Spiral-shaped __ fries

21 Fair-hiring abbr.
23 Wiesel who said, “Indifference, to 
me, is the epitome of evil”
24 “Just __ suspected!”
25 Pre-playoffs baseball drama
29 Work on, as a vintage auto
31 Sudoku grid line
32 Honorary legal deg.
33 ‘30s-’40s film dog
34 Logger’s tool
36 Man and Capri

38 Final triumph after apparent failure
42 Fancy mushroom
45 Metric distances: Abbr.
46 Roadies’ loads
50 Prefix with sex
51 Yale student
54 Kevin Kline’s “French Kiss” co-star
56 Offensive in the First Gulf War
59 __-Caps: candy
60 Bug-killing brand
61 Deer daughter
62 How some stock is sold
64 Sent to the unemployment line
66 Retrace one’s steps, and what 
ends of 17-, 25-, 38- and 56-Across 
can literally have
69 Key in
70 Mine, to Mimi
71 Java Freeze brand
72 Swiped
73 Tree anchor
74 Breakfast, e.g.

Down
1 Eyelash application
2 Stirs to action
3 One of a vacationing busload
4 Turnpike fee
5 Pres. on a dime
6 “Glee” actress __ Michele
7 Sci-fi invader
8 Karaoke singer’s ineptitude, to the 
chagrin of the audience
9 Gas additive letters
10 See-through
11 Revealing, as a celeb interview
12 “An” or “the”
13 Tends to a lawn’s bare spot
18 AutoCorrect target
22 John’s Yoko
26 Distinctive periods
27 Bagel shop call
28 Itty-bitty branch
30 Fish story
35 Moose relative
37 __-Pei: wrinkly dog
39 Angel or Athletic, briefly
40 Rifle range need
41 Laptop operator
42 Confuses
43 Price of bubble gum, once
44 Trattoria rice dish
47 Leader in social networking until 
2008
48 Cure-all
49 Enjoy coral reefs
52 Inc., in the U.K.
53 Meteorologist’s pressure line
55 Future MBA’s exam
57 Actress Georgia of “Everybody 
Loves Raymond”
58 Julio’s “I love you”
63 Quick haircut
65 Profitable rock
67 Suitor’s murmur
68 Model-ship-to-be
(c)2014 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
MAINE  KANSAS  TEXAS  ALASKA  FLORIDA  ARKANSAS
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: JEWEL  BIRCH  HINDER  DEFINE
Answer: What the tourists experienced in the Paris bistro -- FRENCH WHINE

Bulletin  Horoscope
ARIES (March 21-April 19): 

Danger beckons. You may be reck-
less and overly fond of risk-taking 
in the week ahead. Your path to 
success could hit roadblocks unless 
you learn to follow through and carry 
projects to completion.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Falling 

down is part of life. As a baby, you 
never learned to walk without toppling 
over a few times. In the week ahead, 
don’t curse bruises or skinned knees 
as you learn new skills.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): You 
know the devil is in the details and 
aren’t bashful about starting a dia-

logue. You’re willing to delve deeply 
into secrets and can work your way 
into someone’s good graces in the 
week ahead.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): You 
have a chance to rest on those lovely 
laurels this week. There may be a 
controversy brewing at home or on 

the job, but you can opt out of it and 
enjoy some R and R.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): You’ll never 
see a rainbow unless you endure a 
little rain. This week, you can look 
forward to enjoying some of the best 
life has to offer, even if you have to 
trudge through some of the worst to 
get there.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Get a 
grip. Hold on to that favorite coffee 
cup so it doesn’t break, and keep 
a tight grip on that credit card so 
you don’t accidently overspend on 
impulse items in the week ahead.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): When 
sparks fly, you may see a beautiful 
sight, or it can simply mean there’s 
friction in the air. In the upcoming 
week, don’t let the excitement of 
something new blind you to facts.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): The 
hardest thing to do is to have the 
patience to wait for the right timing. 
In the week ahead, you might be 
tempted to make premature starts on 
work projects. Get your ducks in a 
row first.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 

You can have your cake and eat it, 
too, as well as get some extra scoops 
of ice cream while you’re at it. This 
week, you may be energized by 
activities during your spare time and 
soothed by peace and tranquility at 
home.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
The caterpillar thinks life is ending, 
while the butterfly thinks life is just 
starting. In the week ahead, remem-
ber that there’s more than one way 
to view great transformations in your 
life.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Your fascination with all things new 
age or new-fangled could get out of 
hand this week. You prefer the latest 
technology, but this could irritate 
other people if you force your ideas 
on them.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Awe-
some new friends and interests could 
lighten the load. Focus on participat-
ing in group activities during the 
week ahead. Guard against friction 
over someone’s impulsive spending 
habits.

(c) 2014 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.
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MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers
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