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Before the flood

This photo was taken of the Boardwalk at Brazos River County 
Park before the river flooded the park. Turn inside to this month’s 
Parks Pages inside to see how it looked after the flooding.

Dangers of short commutes and being pet-friendly
By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

I made my short commute 
to the office the other day and 
noticed that something was dif-
ferent. Something was missing 
on my desk.

What happend to my laptop, 
the one I use to work on the 
paper?

It was there last night when I 
turned everything off and com-
muted to the other side of the 
house. It now lay on the floor, 
next to the desk – with the latest 
Bulletin issue inside.

What happened to the 
external backup disk? 
It used to be right there 
on the shelf above the 
laptop.

It was lying next to the 
Bulletin machine. That’s 
my ace in the hole. How 
could something like this 
happen?

If the laptop hard drive is gone 
and the external is shot, I have 
a big problem on my hands. A 
third backup at an undisclosed 
location had been neglected 
for a few weeks. It would be of 

some help, but switching 
would be a huge pain.

It was panic time.
There was no break-

in, or any sort of vandal-
ism. No human had 
caused this crisis. It was 
the – cat.

This was worse than 
when my daughter, 

four years old at the time,  stuck 
a pencil inside my computer’s 
floppy drive (a very long time 
ago) and knocked out my ability 
to transfer that week’s text onto 

RAMBLINGS

(Continued on Page 18)

Join the 4th Annual Firecracker 
Run / Walk in Lake Jackson   

See Page 9
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I DON’T GET IT; HOW COULD THEY KNOW? While three guys were 
committing a burglary in Mankato, Minn., one of them unintentionally 
butt-dialed the police emergency number. It soon became obvious to the 
cops who listened in for 34 minutes as to what these guys were up to, so 
they honed in on the cell phone signal, and dispatched squad cars. The 
last thing the officers heard over the phone was “I think I see the police,” 
followed by the sounds of running. Three arrested.

JUST LET ME MAKE A QUICK WITHDRAWAL (WINK, WINK): A 
heavily intoxicated man was arrested when he took a cab to rob a bank in 
Tallahassee, Fla., and told the driver, “I will take care of you when I come 
out.” 

HOW DID YOU CATCH ME?: Even though he was wanted by police 
on a burglary charge, a man went on the social media Snapchat app, and 
posted the message that he had returned to his home in Fairfield, Maine. 
The guy was so stupid that, when the cops showed up, he posted another 
Snapchat message that he was hiding in a cabinet.

 NOW YOU’VE SPOILED IT FOR EVERYONE: A Brooklyn high school 
freshman celebrated the lifting of the ban of cellphones at school by 
snapping an up-skirt photo of the new Spanish teacher which soon made 
its way to Facebook. The lad is facing stern consequences, and the cell 
phone ban has been reinstituted.

NO DOUBT ABOUT THIS ONE: A man who was arrested for driving 
the wrong way on a major highway in Milwaukee was too drunk to be 
given a Breathalyzer test. Officers said the man was unable to “maintain 
consciousness.”

DON’T LOOK IN THERE; IT’S JUST MY LUNCH: After a man was 
pulled over for broken brake lights in Bethlehem. Pa., police discovered 
that he had marijuana in a “Bevis and Butt-head” lunchbox.

SOMETHING ISN’T RIGHT ABOUT THESE GUYS: Two drug dealers 
were arrested in Glamorgan, Wales, after they bought so many food 
blenders to mix their cocaine that supermarket staff members became 
suspicious as the men “did not look like bakers.” Workers called the cops, 
who found a massive drug “factory” in one of the men’s homes as well as 
$450,000 worth of coke.

Brazosport Rotary Club shrimp boil funds awarded as scholarships to local high school students
Brazosport Rotary Club awarded 

$39,300 in college scholarships to 
20 area high school seniors this 
spring. The money was raised 
through proceeds from last year’s 
Shrimp Boil, Fish Fry and Auction.

 The 2015 Brazosport Rotary 
Club Shrimp Boil, Fish Fry and 

Auction will be held Saturday, Aug. 
22, at RiverPlace in the Freeport 
Municipal Park.

Pictured (front row, from left) are 
Melanie Donehue, Brazoswood; 
Alexandra Vanderhider, Brazos-
wood; Angela Newton, Brazoswood; 
Joshy Rostro, Brazosport; (second 

row, from left) Kaitlyn Havlik, Brazo-
swood; Sarah Deek, Brazoswood; 
Zuri Garcia, Brazosport; (third row, 
from left) Violetta Gonzales, Brazo-
swood; Madison Walters, Brazos-
wood; Valeria Madrigal, Brazosport; 
Annika Moreno, Brazoswood; 
(fourth row, from left) John Costello, 

Brazoswood; and Jonathan Parker 
II, Brazosport.

 Not pictured are Chandler Simp-
son, Brazosport Christian School; 
Alejandro Amador, Brazosport; 

Bianca Guerra, Brazosport; Estela 
Mata, Brazosport; Alexis Tijerina, 
Brazosport; Samantha Randolph, 
Brazoswood. and Sarah Villarreal, 
Brazoswood.
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Kids are electrifying
Q.  When can kids having lots of 

active, fast-paced fun be harnessed 
to generate electricity that can 
power a light for reading or doing 
homework?

A.  When they are supplied with 
Soccket balls and Pulse jump ropes 
made by the New York-based com-
pany Uncharted Play (UP), whose 
focus is to get them into the hands 
of kids in underdeveloped countries, 
says Jim Sullivan in “Discover” 
magazine.  Play is movement and 
requires plenty of energy; kinetic 
energy can be transferred into elec-
tricity, the same way a self-winding 
watch uses the movement of the 
wearer to wind itself up.  

Soccket is “a soccer ball and roll-
ing power plant in one, converting 
every corner kick or header into bat-
tery-stored power via an internal DC 
generator...  Then small appliances 
can be plugged into it (such as the 
LED lamp included with each ball) 
using a typical USB adapter.”  Just 
30 minutes of play produces three 
hours of power, while 6-8 hours can 
generate a full charge of 72 hours.

In Muslim countries, where boys 
and girls are not allowed to play 
together, the company noticed that 
the boys were excited about playing 
Soccket soccer, while many of the 

girls were off to the side jumping 
rope, says Nicole Brown, UP vice 
president of marketing.  Enter 
Pulse, a jump rope with each handle 
containing an energy-harnessing 
mechanism.  The rope doubles 
Soccket’s output so that just 15 min-
utes of play converts into six hours 
of energy.  Adds Sullivan:  “Pulse 
was also designed to be compat-
ible with iPhones, which can be 
charged with an adapter that plugs 
directly into both of the jump rope’s 
handles.”  

Next up:  UP hopes to develop a 
skateboard with power-generating 
wheels.

Who cut the cheese?
Q.  Whether or not it’s “the smelli-

est cheese in the world” can be 
debated.  But what is it that gives 
Limburger cheese such a powerful 
stench?

A.  It was 1867 when the first 
such cheese was created in the 
cellar of Rudolph Benkerts in the 
former Duchy of Limburg (now split 
up into the Netherlands, Germany 
and Belgium), says Ian Crofton 
in “A Curious History of Food and 
Drink.”  “The notorious smell of this 
semi-hard white goat’s cheese is 
generated by the microorganism 
used in the fermentation process, 
‘Brevibacterium linens.’”  Oddly, this 

same bacterium also causes human 
foot odor.  A 2006 study revealed 
that the malaria-spreading mosquito 
“is equally attracted to the smell of 
Limburger and the smell of human 
feet.”

People who multiply
Q.  Somewhere around the 

year 1800, the world’s popula-
tion reached one billion people 
(1,000,000,000), then two billion by 
1930.  What happened in 2011?

A.  According to experts, that 
was the year the world’s popula-
tion hit seven billion, as reported 
in “5000 Awesome Facts” by 
“National Geographic for Kids.”  If 
that number doesn’t sound very big, 
consider that it would take a person 
an estimated 200 years to count to 
seven billion out loud!  Looking at 
the balance of things, about every 
second five people are born and two 
people die.  As these numbers add 
up, we’ll probably reach nine billion 
by 2045.

Today’s seven billion people 
reside in 194 countries and speak 
some 7,000 languages.  Slightly 
more are male than female, with a 
median age of 28 years.  Typically 
most are right-handed.  Remarkably, 
seven billion text messages are sent 
every 30 hours in the U.S. alone.

Looking at the sweep of time, a 
total 100 billion humans have lived 
on Earth, and of all these, only 7% 
are living today.  Lucky us!
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)

“Frankly, I’m getting tired of his 
snide e-marks.”



Page 4  THE BULLETIN     June 23, 2015     (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

The State Comptroller’s 
Office recently announced that 
$274,555 in grant funding has 
been awarded to Brazosport 
College for training and equip-
ment to be used for the College’s 
millwright program.

The funds are part of $10 
million in competitive grants 
awarded by the Jobs and Educa-
tion for Texans (JET) Advisory 
Board to community colleges 
across the state for the 2013-
2015 biennium.

With the grant, Brazosport Col-
lege will purchase equipment to 
train 171 millwright students by 
August 31, 2016. The equipment 
will also be used to cross-train 
students in the BC machinist 
program. However, this equip-
ment will benefit the College for 
many years to come and will 
be used to train hundreds of 
students in the future.

“The machinery that Brazos-
port College received from the 
JET grant will be extensively 
used in the millwright program 
and will allow students hands-on 

experience repairing complex 
machinery,” said Jim Slick, 
Brazosport College Professor of 
Machine Technology. “Students 
will also be trained on state-of-
the-art, Wi-Fi laser alignment 
systems.”

This is the fifth JET grant 
awarded to Brazosport College 
since 2010. Since receiving its 

first JET grant — a 215,760 gift 
for welding simulation train-
ers — Brazosport College has 
received more than $1,400,000 
in funds.

For more information about 
the JET Program, visit www.ever
ychanceeverytexan.org. To learn 
more about Brazosport College, 
call (979) 230-3000.

Brazosport College receives grant for millwright program

Once again, BASF was recognized for its efforts to maintain an 
outstanding safety record and sustained community involvement in 
Freeport.

This recognition came from the Texas Chemical Council (TCC) 
during its annual Environmental, Health and Safety Seminar held 
recently in Galveston. 

The Texas Chemical Council (TCC) recently presented the BASF 
site in Freeport, with its Distinguished Safety award. 

From left are: Leonard Schooler, EHS Hub Director, BASF; Steve 
Reed, Safety and Health Leader, BASF; Tabitha Ray, Community Out-
reach Representative, BASF; Chris Witte, Senior Vice President of 
the BASF site in Freeport, Texas; and Mark Bogle, TCC Occupational 
Safety Committee Chairman.

For more information about BASF’s North American operations, 
visit www.basf.us.

BASF recognized for sustained community 
leadership, safety excellence



Tribune News Service (TNS)
Q: I’ve only been working for a few years, and I’m wondering how I 

earn Social Security benefits. What are credits, and how many do I need 
to qualify for benefits?

A: We use your total yearly earnings to calculate your Social Security 
credits. “Credits” are the units we use to measure whether you qualify 
for Social Security benefits. The amount needed for a credit in 2015 is 
$1,220. You can earn a maximum of four credits for any year. The amount 
needed to earn one credit increases automatically each year when aver-
age wages increase.

You must earn a certain number of credits to qualify for Social Security 
benefits. The number of credits you need depends on your age when 
you apply and the type of benefit for which you are applying. No one 
needs more than 40 credits for any Social Security benefit. You can 
learn more about earning credits by reading How You Earn Credits at 
www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs .
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(This column was prepared by the Social Security Administration. For fast 
answers to specific Social Security questions, contact Social Security toll-free at 
800-772-1213 or visit www.socialsecurity.gov.)

How many credits do I need for benefits?
SOCIAL SECURITY Q&A

FDA order to find replacement for hydrogenated oils loaded with trans fats can save lives
By Melissa Healy 
and Samantha Masunaga
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

In its continuing bid to drive trans 
fats from U.S. diets, the Food and 
Drug Administration said it is striking 

partially hydrogenated oils from the 
list of food additives it considers so 
safe that manufacturers may use 
them without special clearance.

The FDA’s announcement sets 
a three-year countdown for food 

makers to reformulate their products 
without hydrogenated oils unless 
they have gained the agency’s spe-
cific approval to continue their use. 
That leaves open the possibility 
that the oils, the primary source of 
added trans fats in U.S. diets, may 
remain in limited use. 

The modified oils have been used 
since the 1950s to make processed 
foods more shelf-stable. They have 
been a mainstay for generations 
that baked cakes from a box and 
frosted them out of a can, popped 
popcorn in a microwave and spread 
margarine instead of butter. But in 
2002, researchers found evidence 

that eating trans fatty acids throws 
blood cholesterol out of whack, 
raising levels of the bad kind and 
reducing levels of the helpful kind. 
They also linked the growing use 
of industrial trans fats to rising U.S. 
rates of heart disease.

After a lengthy campaign by 
public health activists, the FDA in 
2006 required food manufacturers 
to declare the amount of trans fats 
in products. In November 2013, 
the agency announced a plan to 
remove trans fatty acids from the 
U.S. food supply.

The FDA has estimated that 
reducing the amount of trans fat in 

the U.S. diet could prevent as many 
as 20,000 heart attacks and 7,000 
deaths from heart disease each 
year. The agency concluded that 
the economic benefits of eliminating 
partially hydrogenated oils would 
greatly outweigh the costs of switch-
ing to more healthful oils. Over 20 
years, the economic benefits would 
total between $117 billion and $242 
billion, compared with a cost of $12 
billion and $14 billion. Trans fats are 
also found in dairy and beef. But the 
biochemical structure of those natu-
rally occurring fats is different from 
that of industrial trans fat, and they 
are not thought to be dangerous.
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Vietnam Traveling Memorial Wall 
arrives in Wharton County on July 17

Residents of Wharton County and southwest Texas will again be 
honored with the presence of the Traveling Vietnam Memorial Wall 
next month.   

The Wall was first brought to El Campo in July 2012 and will again 
be on display behind Myatt Elementary School on Blossom Meyer 
Street.  It is scheduled to arrive Wednesday, July 15, with a motor-
cycle escort led by the Matagorda County Cavalry. The escort will go 
through East Bernard, Hungerford, Wharton and El Campo before it 
arrives at the site.

The names of 58,272 service members who did not survive the 
Vietnam War are etched into 140 panels that make up the Wall. Of 
those service members, 28 are from our local area. Those 28, two of 
whom are still Missing In Action (MIA), will be honored on Saturday 
morning, July 18, with a special Memorial Service presented by local 
Vietnam Veterans of America (VVA) Chapter 1069. Prior to the Memo-
rial Service, VVA chapter members will place hand-made aluminum 
crosses in front of the 28 servicemen’s names; a dog tag with the ser-
vice member’s name inscribed will be hung from each cross.  During 
the Memorial Service, chapter members will place a rose at the base 
of each cross.  At the end of the service, family members of those 
being honored will be given the cross, dog tag, and rose.

On Friday, July 17, there will be a salute to WWII veterans and 
Korean War veterans. On Saturday evening there will be a salute 
to Grenada, Gulf War, Iraq, and Afghanistan veterans.  On Sunday 
evening, July 19, there will be a candlelight ceremony saluting all 
Veterans, and the Wall will depart Monday, July 20. 

For more information on the Travelling Wall’s visit, go to 
www.vva1069.org . 
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By Tom Purcell
Special to The Bulletin

Boy, was I dumb to pay back my college loans.
That is the conclusion of writer Lee Siegel, who explained in a New York 

Times op-ed why he never paid back his.
Siegel’s parents had limited means, you see, so, at 17, he borrowed to go 

to a pricey private school for two years. When his parents divorced and his 
father went bankrupt, he transferred, the poor suffering lad, to a lower-cost 
state college.

“Years later, I found myself confronted with a choice that too many people 
have had to and will have to face,” he writes. “I could give up what had 
become my vocation (in my case, being a writer) and take a job that I didn’t 
want in order to repay the huge debt I had accumulated in college and 
graduate school. Or I could take what I had been led to believe was both 
the morally and legally reprehensible step of defaulting on my student loans, 
which was the only way I could survive without wasting my life in a job that 
had nothing to do with my particular usefulness to society.”

Hey, Siegel, after reading your tripe - that it is not your responsibility to 
pay back the loans you agreed to pay back, but the responsibility of the 
taxpayers you are fleecing - you’d be far more useful to society if you were a 
garbage collector.

First off, your premise is dead wrong. Great writers have almost always 
worked jobs they didn’t want, to pay the bills.

William Faulkner worked for the post office. Kurt Vonnegut managed a car 
dealership. Stephen King worked as a janitor and dry cleaner. Harper Lee 
took reservations for an airline. John Steinbeck was a painter and handy-
man.

One of my favorite authors, O. Henry (William Sydney Porter), was a 
ranch hand, pharmacist, draftsman and bank clerk - he met many colorful 
characters in these various jobs, who influenced some of his greatest stories.

I am a professional writer, too, and my parents didn’t have enough money 
to cover my college bills, either.

To come up with my Penn State tuition, my father worked overtime while I 
labored as a stonemason every summer.

During the school year, I worked as a dishwasher, janitor, handyman, 
grass cutter and rooming-house manager. I worked as a bouncer, too, which 
involved kicking drunk people out of bars and mopping up that which some 
patrons couldn’t keep down.

I sold my plasma for 10 bucks a pop twice a week - though it nearly killed 
me (when my mother found out, she nearly strangled me).

After college, I wanted to kick around Europe for a year and write the great 
American novel - like you, Siegel, I didn’t want to waste my precious young 
life in a job I didn’t like.

But I had debt to repay, and, unlike you, it never occurred to me that 
I could simply not pay it back. Lucky for me, my parents taught me well: 
Nobody owes you anything, but when you owe somebody, pay him or her 
back.

Thus, I took the first job an English major could get - a marketing writing 
job for a technology company. I have been self-employed for years, providing 
writing services to technology companies - so that I can pay my bills while I 
work on my novels in my spare time.

Nobody put a gun to your head to borrow money for college, bud. You 
could have gone to a low-cost community college for a few years, as my 
brother-in-law did, then transfer to a university and do well in life (he’s been 
very successful in the medical business).

Quit your whining, Siegel, and pay back your darn loans.
                                                ©2015 Tom Purcell.

Stuck-up writer Lee Siegel  justifies 
skipping out on his student loans

Our columnist then takes him to the woodshed
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History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

June 22: ON THIS DATE in 
1972, President Nixon and White 
House chief of staff H.R. Haldeman 
discussed a plan to use the CIA to 
obstruct the FBI’s investigation into 
the Watergate break-in five days 
earlier.

June 23: ON THIS DATE in 
1931, aviators Wiley Post and 
Harold Gatty took off from New 
York on the first round-the-world 
flight in a single-engine plane. In 
1969, Warren Burger was sworn 
in as chief justice of the United 
States.

June 24: ON THIS DATE in 
1322, Jews were expelled from 
France. In 1977, the Internal 
Revenue Service revealed that 
President Jimmy Carter had paid 
no income taxes in 1976.

June 25: ON THIS DATE in 
1950, North Korea invaded South 
Korea. In 1962, the U.S. Supreme 
Court ruled that prescribed prayer 
in New York public schools was 
unconstitutional.

June 26: ON THIS DATE in 
1917, the first troops of the Ameri-
can Expeditionary Force arrived 
in France during World War I. In 
1948, the Berlin Airlift began after 
the Soviet Union cut off land and 
water routes to the isolated western 
section of the city.

June 27: ON THIS DATE in 
1844, Mormon leader Joseph Smith 
and his brother, Hyrum, were killed 
by a mob in Carthage, Ill. In 1929, 
the first demonstration of color 
television was made in New York.

June 28: ON THIS DATE in 
1919, the Treaty of Versailles was 
signed, officially ending World War 
I. In 1950, North Korean forces 
captured Seoul, South Korea, on 
the fourth day of the Korean War.

Answer to last week’s ques-
tion: This week in 1951, the Soviet 
Union proposed a cease-fire in the 
year-long Korean War.

This week’s question: In 1937, 
what two famous aviators disap-
peared over the Pacific Ocean 
while trying to accomplish what 
feat?

PARALEGAL NEEDED
Small Medical Malpractice Defense Firm

Monday – Friday 8-5
SEND RESUME TO:

shh@dstephenslaw.com

Send your community news to john.bulletin@gmail.com. Send it in text form, and attach photos.
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Through their $2 million 
commitment to non-profit Good 
Sports over the next two years, 
Dr Pepper Snapple (DPS) 
awarded The Boys & Girls Club 
of Brazoria County a Let’s Play 
equipment donation valued at 
$5,000. The grant will provide 
the organization with basket-
balls, soccer balls, and play-
ground balls, along with softball 
mitts and field hockey gloves, 
chest protectors, and mouth 
guards. 

“We are pleased to sup-
port The Boys & Girls Club of 
Brazoria County with this grant 
from Let’s Play, part of our 
overall commitment to bringing 
play to life and ensuring that kids 
are able to make play a daily 
priority,” said Vicki Draughn, Vice 
President, Corporate Affairs, Dr 
Pepper Snapple. “We hope that 
it will make a big difference to 
kids in the community and give 
them the equipment and gear 
they need to get in the game and 
get active.”

The donation is part of Let’s 
Play, a community partnership 
led by Dr Pepper Snapple to 
get kids and families active 
nationwide. Let’s Play provides 
the tools, places and inspiration 
to make play a daily priority. 
Through their partnership with 
Good Sports, an organiza-
tion which provides donations 
of athletic gear, footwear and 

Boys and Girls Club of Brazoria County awarded a Let’s Play Sports equipment donation
sports equipment to deserving 
organizations or communities, 
Let’s Play has committed $2 
milllion through 2016 to help kids 
become active through orga-
nized sports and fitness. 

“Our partnership with Dr 
Pepper Snapple Group and Let’s 
Play will enable Good Sports to 
provide even more equipment 
to deserving youth across the 
country,” said Melissa Harper, 
CEO of Good Sports. “Together, 
we are thrilled to support The 
Boys & Girls Club of Brazoria 
County by providing the tools 
and resources they need to keep 
their children active, healthy, and 
happy.”

The Boys & Girls Club of 
Brazoria County has a 43-year 
history of providing a safe haven 
for students in Southern Brazo-
ria County. Over the past four 
decades, the Club has served 
over 50,000 students. BGCBC 
offers the Triple Play program as 
well as the Wanna Play program, 
both of which aim to decrease 
childhood obesity through 
increased physical activity. This 
donation will permit BGCBC to 
offer additional sports, including 
field hockey and softball, which 
they are currently not able to 
offer, and allow the club to teach 
each sport more effectively with 
the appropriate equipment.

“The kids are so excited to 
receive all of their new equip-

ment” stated Clint Ziehl, the 
Boys & Girls Club of Brazoria 
County CEO. “They can’t wait 
to get their hands on everything 
and start playing. The sports 
equipment donation is so greatly 
appreciated. 

The generosity of Good Sports 
and Dr. Pepper Snapple will 
sure make a huge impact on the 

sporting opportunities we are 
able to share with the children 
at the Club. BGCBC is honored 
to be chosen as a philanthropic 
partner, and our staff will put all 
of that great new equipment to 
abundant use during our Triple 
Play program time!”

Studies show that in addition 
to the obvious benefits of regular 

activity, kids who participate in 
sports enjoy better nutritional 
awareness and improved self-
esteem. However, kids also need 
the proper equipment to enjoy 
these benefits. Through the 
Let’s Play initiative, Dr Pepper 
Snapple Group and Good Sports 
will equip 2 million kids around 
the nation with the tools to play. 
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City of Angleton’s Freedom Festival 
moving to accommodate expansion

To allow for more space, and more fun, organizers of Angleton’s annual 
Freedom Fireworks changed the location, changed the set-up and added 
over 100 vendors to round out the event. 

Instead of just fireworks,  the City has opted to launch an expanded 
Freedom Festival.  Organizers are planning a 12-hour day packed with food, 
family activities and shopping at the Brazoria County Fairgrounds, followed 
by a spectacular fireworks show set to music at 9:20 pm, said Martha 
Eighme, Tourism and Special Events Coordinator.

Freedom Festival will be from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. June 27, the Saturday 
before July 4, and will have vendors, food  and a carnival, Eighme said. 
Some local entertainment should round out the day. 

The move from Freedom Park to the Brazoria County Fairgrounds will give 
great viewing from the massive parking lot, Eighme said.

“There is tons of room, and plenty of parking, whether you’re going to be in 
your car watching or taking your lawn chair out,” she said. “And the county’s 
land has the ability to have a safe shoot. Don’t forget to tune in to KACC 89.7 
to hear the great music to which the fireworks show is choreographed.” 

Nintendo points to 30-years of Super Mario as secret to company’s longevity, transformation
By Matt Day
The Seattle Times (TNS)

LOS ANGELES — Nintendo’s 
Super Mario franchise turns 30 this 
year, a relatively youthful mark for 
a human but a positively elderly 
age for a video game series.

Reggie Fils-Aime, the chief 
executive of the company’s North 
American unit, says that alone is 
evidence of the company’s suc-

cess at reinventing itself.
“If there’s a secret to the longev-

ity of Nintendo franchises, it’s 
transformation,” he said during 
Nintendo’s presentation at the 
Electronic Entertainment Expo 
here.

Nintendo, which has its North 
American headquarters outside 
Seattle, is trying to navigate its 
latest transformation.

Despite launching a year before 
competing next-generation con-
soles, Sony’s PlayStation 4 and 
Microsoft’s Xbox One, Nintendo’s 
flagship Wii U console has lagged 
its rivals in sales. 

The company earlier this year 
announced an embrace of mobile 
gaming on smartphone platforms, 
an area it had ignored in favor of 
its handheld 3DS console. Little 

of that future, including a highly 
anticipated release in the popular 
“Zelda” series said to be slated for 
2016, was on display. Nintendo 
executives opted to tout a series 

of titles coming this year, including 
“Star Fox: Zero” and a Mario level 
creator game in “Mario Maker,” 
and heavily promoted titles for the 
3DS.



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   June 23, 2015    THE BULLETIN  Page 11

The already popular Freedom Festival will be held at The 
Brazoria County Fairgrounds on June 27 from 9 a.m. to 
9 p.m. There will be a kids zone, over 100 great vendors, 
and the evening will end with a spectacular fireworks 
display set to music. Don’t miss this great family event!

Thank you 
to all the 

sponsors of 
this page for 
allowing us 
to promote 

this fun 
event



The Asa Underwood Chapter of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution installed officers for the 2015-2016 term at a recent 
meeting. 

Pictured are Beverly Cline of West Columbia, Regent; Mary Ruth 
Rhodenbaugh of Wild Peach, Vice Regent; Shirley Walcik of Angle-
ton, Chaplin; Alice Royalty of Lake Jackson, Secretary; Donna Ruth 
Loggins of West Columbia, Treasurer; Dona Hatthorn of Danbury, 
Registrar; Judy Johnson of Sweeny, Historian; Ann Phillips of Dan-
bury, Parliamentarian. Not pictured, Ray Pearl Condry of Angleton, 
Librarian.

Local DAR chapter installs officers

The Texas Historical Commission (THC) can assist property 
owners, local officials, and government agencies in communities 
impacted by the recent weather events in Texas.

In Texas, both disaster preparedness and disaster relief are coor-
dinated by the Division of Emergency Management. With a federal 
disaster declaration, the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) will become involved. The use of federal funds to assist com-
munities after a disaster is subject to review under Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act when the clean-up and repair work 
impacts historic properties. 

The THC can advise property owners of historic properties on the 
proper clean-up, rehabilitation techniques, and technical preservation 
issues in the aftermath of a disaster. THC staff can make site visits as 
needed to assist property owners as they plan for disaster recovery.

 For more information, contact the THC Division of Architecture at 
(512) 463-6094, or visit www.thc.state.tx.us/disaster.

Resources available for historic 
properties impacted by flooding
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Christians should be joyful people
My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Look for us on 
Facebook

Q: Why are some Christians so 
grumpy? We have some neigh-
bors like this - always complaining 
about something and making life 
difficult for everyone around them. 
I’m sure they’re sincere about their 
faith, but I wish they weren’t so 
unpleasant. - Mrs. R.G.

A: I wish they weren’t so 
unpleasant, either, because that’s 
not the way Christians ought to be! 
Words like “joy” and “joyful” occur 
hundreds of times in the Bible, and 
a grumpy Christian is a contra-
diction in terms. The Bible says, 
“Rejoice always” (1 Thessalonians 
5:16).

I don’t know why your neighbors 
are this way; it simply may be part 
of their personality. But it also may 
be because they see the sad state 
the world is in, and they no longer 
believe it’s going to get better. 
I understand this; God hasn’t 

promised that the world will ever be 
perfect - not until Christ returns and 
God makes all things new.

But we aren’t called just to com-
plain about what’s happening in the 
world. Instead, we’re to do all we 
can to make the world a better place 
- and over the centuries Christians 
have done exactly that. 

God calls us to love others for 
Christ’s sake - and then to put our 
love into action. God told those who 
were prisoners in a foreign land to 
“seek the peace and prosperity of 
the city to which I have carried you 
into exile. Pray to the Lord for it” 
(Jeremiah 29:7).

How can we be joyful, no matter 
what’s happening to us, or to the 
world? The key is to focus on Christ, 
not on our circumstances. By His 
death and resurrection, Christ over-
came sin and death and Satan - and 
therefore we have hope. The Bible 
says, “Rejoice in the Lord and take 
refuge in him” (Psalm 64:10).

ABOUT US
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Trump throws his hair into the presidential race, brags about being rich, calls others losers
By David Lightman
McClatchy Washington Bureau (TNS)

WASHINGTON — Donald Trump 
is selling success, using his wealth 
as a calling card.

He announced his candidacy for 
the Republican presidential nomi-
nation in classic Trump style. No 
diverse group of Americans behind 
him as Jeb Bush had. No summon-
ing the spirit of Franklin Roosevelt 
as Hillary Clinton did across the 
river Saturday.

Trump began his White House 
quest in the 68-story Fifth Avenue 
skyscraper brandishing his name, 
telling supporters at the Trump 
Tower, “I’m really rich.”

In case anyone didn’t get the 
message, he repeated it over and 
over. “I’m proud of my net worth. I 
really am,” said the self-described 
most successful person ever to 
seek the White House. To prove 
it, he held up financial statements 
detailing his $8.7 billion net worth.

Americans do not, however, 
typically see business success as a 
key to leading the country.

They’re more prone to look to a 
more lofty kind of success, support-
ing the likes of George Washington 
(won the American Revolution), 
Thomas Jefferson (wrote the Dec-
laration of Independence), Ulysses 
Grant (won the Civil War) or Dwight 
Eisenhower (led the Allies to victory 
in World War II).

Trump’s unorthodox path to the 
presidency is not just a matter of 
background, but of style. His wind-
ing 46-minute address was part 
rambling monologue, part vision for 
America and part down-and-dirty 
politics. He was unapologetic in 
deriding his opponents, branding 
American politicians “losers”  and 

incompetent.
He bristled at the notion that 

Bush could win the White House, 
since the former Florida governor 
supports a path to legal status for 
many undocumented immigrants 
as well as Common Core national 
educational standards. “How the 
hell can you vote for this guy? You 

just can’t do it,” Trump insisted.
But the overarching message 

Trump offered  was that he has 
a proven ability to make things 
work. “I will be the greatest jobs 
president God ever created,” he 
pledged.

His proof was his success get-
ting rich.
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sNine County Parks.
sA group campground with air-

conditioned dormitories, cabins, lake 
& bayou fishing, swimming pool & 
wooded trails.

sTwo full-service RV campgrounds 
with air-conditioned cabins, lighted 
fishing areas, covered pavilions, 
playground on the coast.

s23 miles of sandy beaches.
s20 public boat ramps.
sHistorical homes.
sCoastal ecology center.
sBird watching.
sShelling (peak season Dec.-Feb.)
sYear-round Adventure Programs.
sYear-round special events.
Administrative offices
313 W. Mulberry
Angleton, TX. 77515
(979) 864-1541
Brazoria County Parks Director 
Bryan Frazier
Board of Park Commissioners
Chairman: Meta Kirby 
Vice ChairmanL Paul Wofford, Jr.
Secretary: Joyce Peltier
Commissioners: Dorman David-

son, Rex Lloyd, Rebecca Golden, 
Alvie Merrill

SPONSORS
Platinum ($2,000)
BASF Corporation 

Dow Chemical Company
Freeport LNG
Gold ($1,500)

Warehouse Associates (Pirates Alley 
Café, Ocean Village Hotel, Beach 

House Associates)
Silver ($1,000)

Meyerland Custom Home Renovation LLC
Bronze ($500)

DM Petroleum Operations
DSM Nutritional Products Inc.
Kids Way Clinic, Lake Jackson

Town of Quintana
We also thank the many volunteers who help 

clean the beaches, stake out trees and sand 
fencing, lend a hand with programs, and add so 
much to the county’s parks and to our communi-
ties. To become a sponsor, or to volunteer in our 
programs, call (979) 864-1541, or email jamesg 
@brazoria-county.com.

After the flood

The Brazos River rose out of its banks to flood Brazos River 
County Park, resulting in its temporary closure. The boardwalk is 
actually floating.

Hanson boat ramp access road work

Precinct 4 crews continue work on the access road to the new boat ramp 
at Hanson Riverside County Park at Highway 35 on the San Bernard 
River despite the recent heavy rains and flooding.

Parks Director Bryan Frazier and 
his son, Callan, pause for a photo 
at the beach.  Frazier sports the 
new department uniform, which will 
be making its debut this summer 
at a county park near you!  Callan 
and Dara, Frazier’s wife, had 
remained in Hays County until the 
close of the school year.  We take 
this opportunity to welcome the 
Frazier family to their new home in 
Brazoria County.

County parks staff gets new uniforms
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Schedule of events
Saturday, July 4: Happy Independence Day!  Enjoy free chili cheese 

dogs, washer tournament, limbo, and more fun at San Luis Pass County 
Park.  Registered campers only; for information or reservations, call (979) 
233-6026.

Saturday, Aug. 1: KidsFest at Bates Park, Angleton. Rack up on school 
supplies and fun at this FREE back-to-school program for children ages 
3-11.  Hours are 9 a.m. - noon.  For more information, call the Brazoria 
County Parks Dept. at (979) 864-1541.

Sunday, Sept. 6 - Happy Labor Day!  Enjoy free chili cheese dogs, 
washer tournament, limbo, and more fun at San Luis Pass County Park.  
Registered campers only; for information or reservations, call (979) 233-
6026.

Saturday, Sept. 12, 1-3 p.m.: Basic Field Archery at Resoft County 
Park.  Learn the basics of field archery with instructor Olan Steve.  Equip-
ment provided. To pre-register, call  (281) 581-2319.

Saturday, Sept. 19: Texas Navy Day Celebration.  Celebrate the 
Republic of Texas Navy at Surfside.  Interact with costumed interpreters 
and watch period artillery at work.  Flag-raising at 8 a.m.; infantry drill at 
various times; 10 a.m. cannon school; ceremony at 4 p.m.  For informa-
tion, call (979) 864-1541.

Saturday, Sept. 26: Texas Adopt-A-Beach Fall Clean-Up.  Volunteers 
gather at 9 a.m. in Surfside and Quintana for a general beach clean-up.  
Dress for the weather and bring along some water.  Supplies provided; 
lunch afterward.  For more information, contact James at (979) 864-1541 
(Surfside) or Patty at (979) 233-1461 (Quintana).

Saturday, Oct. 17, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.: Basic Field Archery at Camp Mohawk 
County Park.  Learn the basics of field archery with instructor Marvin Hall.  
All equipment provided. Space is limited. To pre-register, contact Camp 
Mohawk County Park at (281) 581-2319.

Tuesday, Nov. 3 - Stephen F. Austin Birthday Celebration.  Join volun-
teers and students at the Austin Statue at Hwy. 288 and Hwy. 35 for a cel-
ebration with a guest speaker, historical characters, musket volleys, music, 
and refreshments. Free event sponsored by local groups.  For information, 
call the Department Office at (979) 864-1541.

Brazoria County parks projects update
Flood recovery

Several county parks were 
impacted by the recent flooding; 
Resoft and Brazos River county 
parks suffered the most.  

Work began immediately at 
Resoft, near Alvin, where the lakes 
spilled into day-use areas and 
joined with roadside ditches.  Play-
ground fill has been replaced, and 
an accumulation of weeds, impos-
sible to address with the saturated 
ground, have been harvested.  The 
park remained open throughout.  

Brazos River County Park, near 
Holiday Lakes, was the hardest-
impacted by floodwaters in the 
county system.

 Rising river water floated board-
walks from their foundations and 
inundated the park’s access road, 
causing a temporary closure of the 
park.  

Crews are working to re-secure 
the boardwalk to allow safe pas-
sage along it through the riverside 
woodland.  

Several county-maintained boat 
ramps also were affected, princi-
pally through heavy silting.  Depart-
ment crews continue clean-up and 
mowing at the ramps while supervi-
sion works with the various precinct 
road and bridge crews at removing 
the silt.

Hanson park boat ramp 
project continues

The boat ramp project at Hanson 
Riverside County Park has con-
tinued even with the wet weather.  
River flooding was not high enough 
to prevent Pct. 4 crews from work-
ing on the roadway to the new 
facility.  Crews re-used dirt from 
the ramp excavation and stabilized 
the new road surface with concrete 
dust, saving the department money, 
which will be used for other portions 
of the project. Hanson Park was not 
closed during our latest flood event.  

Quintana Park 
Education Center

Maintenance Director J.R. Norris 
reports his satisfaction with the 
progress being made by contrac-
tors on the Education Center at 
Quintana Beach County Park.  The 
completion date will likely have to be 
pushed backward due to weather-
related delays.  

Adding to the delay is a design 
change required to keep the dune 
walk-over ADA-compliant. Dunes at 
Quintana have increased in height 
since the design was completed; 
with the new elevation mandated 
by the General Land Office, the old 
design will not work without running 

afoul of the ADA slope require-
ments.  The ramp will be redesigned 
as a switch-back crossing, rather 
than a long slope.  The re-design 
will add strength to the structure and 
meet the requirements of both the 
GLO and ADA.  

Nature camp
The annual Nature Camp at 

Camp Mohawk County Park is filled 
to capacity and running on track.  
Programming for this event is pro-
vided by the Cradle of Texas Master 
Naturalists. 

Kidsfest
Preparations are well under way 

for the Kidsfest program, coming in 
August.  Through the cooperation of 
Angleton Parks and Recreation, the 
school supply event will be held at 
Bates Park.  Those wishing to vol-
unteer with running games, issuing 
school supplies, or other aspects 
of this program are encouraged to 
contact the department.  

Small Watercraft Club
The department’s canoe and 

kayak program has been on hold 
through the spring and early 
summer due to weather and water-
way conditions.  We expect the club 
to resume near the end of June.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 1994 movie based on an androgy-
nous “SNL” character
7 2013 Culinary Hall of Fame 
inductee
13 Dwarfed, with “above”
15 Nonspecific journal opening
16 Severely damage
17 Cross-referencing phrase
19 Tailors’ work
20 Work with freight
22 Kosher deli snack

23 Wet tract
25 Smart guy?
27 Prefix with con
28 Old ring leader?
30 Language that gave us “galore”
32 Course-prep course
34 Computer operating system with 
a penguin mascot
36 Name
38 Hanging aids
39 ‘80s-’90s legal drama
40 Zap

44 Ice Capades performer
46 One who has class?
47 Bone tissue
50 Right on el mapa
52 Friend of Frodo
53 Diminutive suffix
54 Taking care of business
56 Part of Q.E.F.
58 Board
60 Common auto engine
62 Hyde Park vehicle
65 Tapas bar sausage
67 Tia who voiced Nani in “Lilo & 
Stitch”
69 Quiver carrier
70 State on Lake Michigan
71 __ Sutton, Bond girl in “A View 
to a Kill”
72 Creature known for 3-Down

Down
1 Hankering
2 Ran like the dickens
3 With 41-Down, 72-Across phe-
nomenon that’s graphically demon-
strated five times in this puzzle
4 Mountain Dew bottler, informally
5 Dada pioneer
6 Note handler
7 1958 Pacer, e.g.
8 Ginnie __
9 Type of 72-Across
10 Reddish mount
11 Queued up
12 One paying a flat fee
14 Narc’s agcy.
18 Type of 72-Across
21 Type of 72-Across
24 Morgan of comics
26 Self-help website
28 Sight from the Brenner Pass
29 Excuse, sometimes
31 Skedaddle
33 List of options
35 BOAC destination in a Beatles 
hit
37 Some crew members
39 Aeration target
41 See 3-Down
42 Optima or Soul
43 Common street name
45 Type of 72-Across
46 __ diem
47 Type of 72-Across
48 Island farewells
49 News show staple
51 Natives of Paris and Odessa
55 “It floats” soap
57 National Poetry Month
59 Seal hunter
61 “Vous  tes __”: Paris map words
63 Italian river
64 Bell curve center
66 Zombie leader?
68 Old vitamin bottle no.
(c)2015 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers  
BED  SOFA  DESK  TABLE  CHAIR  CHEST  STOOL  DRESSER



Jumble Answers
Jumbles: GLAND  SUAVE  SPRUCE  TRUDGE
Answer: When the door-to-door salesman made calls on his bike, he was a -- “PEDAL-ER”

ARIES (Mar. 21-Apr. 19): Keep 
other people’s feelings in mind this 
week. Making drastic changes could 
speed up your agenda but leave 
those around you a bit miffed. Look 
for solutions that benefit everyone, 
not just No. 1.

TAURUS (Apr. 20-May 20): Don’t 

make excuses. Admit to mistakes 
rather than trying to convince others 
that it wasn’t your fault this week. 
Nobody expects you to be perfect, 
so there’s little to be gained by 
trying to be a paragon of virtue.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Have 
a little faith. Quell feelings of suspi-

cion and doubt and place your trust 
in someone else in the week ahead. 
Maintaining a positive outlook will 
be contagious to those around you 
and create a pleasant environment.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): He 
who hesitates is lost. When uncer-
tainty has you in a holding pattern, 

the only way to get back on track 
is to find the willpower to press on. 
It may be better to wait until late in 
the week to make an extravagant 
purchase.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Don’t be 
shy about touting your achieve-
ments. While you may have discov-
ered that you’re deficient in certain 
areas, there are plenty of other 
areas where you excel. Focus your 
energies on what you do best in the 
upcoming week.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): The 
grass is always greener on the 
other side of the fence. A friend or 
neighbor’s latest toy may leave you 
feeling envious this week. Remem-
ber that you already have plenty of 
things and novelty only lasts for a 
day or two.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22.): Avoid 
knee-jerk reactions. A thorny situ-
ation may have you ready to take 
immediate action, but you’ll eventu-
ally realize it’s beyond your control. 
Someone may try to steer you into 
making an ill-advised purchase.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Grab the bull by the horns. Others 
may try to thwart your plans by 
quibbling over minor details, but if 

you stand firm you can have it your 
way. This week may be a great time 
for signing agreements and striking 
deals.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Wipe the slate clean. You may 
feel a compulsion to make amends 
and right past wrongs in the week 
ahead. While your intentions may 
be honorable, others may feel that 
you’re trying to grease the wheels.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Ride out the storm. Stay on course 
through adversity this week, as 
trying to change direction now can 
only lead you into deeper trouble. 
Sometimes the best choice of action 
in a tough situation is to take no 
action at all.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
A little progress is still progress. 
While you may not be reaching 
your objectives as quickly as you’d 
like this week, if you keep plugging 
away you’ll eventually get there.

PISCES (Feb. 19-Mar. 20): Take 
time to experiment. This is a good 
time for trying out new styles and 
methods to find the one that’s just 
right for you. Be careful not to 
overstep boundaries or invade other 
people’s personal space this week.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

Bulletin  Horoscope
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the hard drive. We happened to be on deadline, and we happened to 
be very nervous after realizing that we were in big trouble.

This was different, though. My daughter was trying to help, fixing 
something that was working just fine. The crisis was resolved when I 
located another floppy drive and installed it. The paper was finished 
with some delay, but at least it was done.

Now my livelihood and its backup lay side by side, waiting for me 
to pick them back up and see if they still worked. Deadline was quite 
a way away, and we had some time to recover, provided the drives 
were still good.

Can you sense how I felt about the cat at the time? Well, I didn’t do 
it.

About a year ago, I sort of adopted a lost or abandoned cat that 
hung around the house, most likely because I fed him. Slowly, Tabby 
Cat became comfortable around us and started hanging out. He 
would take off for days at a time and come back all torn up, so I tried 
to keep him in the house as much as possible. Tabby apparently is 
not much of a fighter and has only one good eye to prove it.

I got him fixed, and he stays put now, for the most part.
One night he decided to spend the night in my office, on one of the 

shelves of my desk that also holds the laptop and backup disk. For 
whatever reason, the cat became entangled in some of the wires, got 
scared and took off –  with the laptop and backup drive in tow.

That’s how the Bulletin machine wound up on the office floor.
The story has a happy ending because you are reading this in The 

Bulletin. The cat remains alive, by the way. He is a sweetie.
The laptop was history, but it had two internal drives, and the data 

drive inside still worked. The backup was also O.K., so we were still in 
business.

I fired up my reserve Bulletin machine and continued where I left off 
– after Tabby was fed.

I realized how close I came to complete disaster and ordered two 
more reserve machines, which are now part of the Bulletin fleet, wait-
ing to spring into action should Tabby freak out again.

New rule: Tabby cannot spend the night in the office anymore.

(Continued from Page 1)

Bulletin production jeopardized by cat

Did you know?
• Going to bed late - after 11:30 p.m. on school nights is associated with 

lower GPA and susceptibility to emotional problems.
• People who view their lives with a more optimistic attitude are better able 

to get over challenges.
• Scientists found sleep-deprived bees “dance” much worse than bees that 

aren’t sleep-deprived.
• Research has shown that just 20 minutes of physical activity can improve 

your mood.
• When we pet our pets, oxytocin releases in our brains, making us instantly 

happier.
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