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Wedding 
bells and the 
secret garden 

Even wetland birds were impacted 
by the recent flooding.  While 
rising waters mostly expanded 
their habitat and made food-
gathering a bit easier, nesting 
areas were submerged during 
the floods.  Fortunately, this did 
not occur during peak nesting 
season; negative consequences 
for local wetland and shore birds 
should be minimal … except for 
possible weight gain.

MORE COUNTY PARKS NEWS 
AND UPDATED INSIDE

Flooding may 
make wetland 

birds gain weight

Dow invites you 
to visit the black 

skimmers this 
Saturday

See Page 10

The Brazos River Boat Ramp and parking area off FM 2004 were coated in a thick layer of river silt in 
April - the fourth time in the past 12 months. This month’s flooding will leave behind even more mud and 
silt at this popular boat ramp, and it’s not the only one.  All the county’s ramps have suffered from the 
near-continuous flood situations.  Because the county parks department does not have the equipment 
necessary to dig out the boat ramps, Road and Bridge crews from the local precincts will again be called 
upon to help out.  Recovery will take everyone working together.

Heavy rains, flooding delay county park projects

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

Not so long ago, it seems, tiny 
daughter and I were watching 
“The Secret Garden” movie. When 
it was over, she said: “Daddy, 
when I grow up, I want to get mar-
ried in a garden just like that.”

I don’t know about one just like 
that, I was thinking, but we’ll try 
to find something similar. But the 

movie and the 
book are not 
about the phys-
ical garden, 
I remember 
explaining. 
They’re about 
us, about 
people, and 
how we handle 

what life throws at us and how we 
let that shape our lives.

Jumping ahead 19 years, the 
rain had stopped, and sunshine 
covered the garden. It is actually 
a park in which the venue stands, 
but that’s as close as I could get. 
After a week of on-and-off rain, it 
was time for the wedding. 

The backup was to hold the 
wedding indoors in air condition-
ing, but daughter wanted an 
outdoor ceremony in her “garden.” 
Because the secret garden is 
magical.

The rain held off. It poured the 
day before and rained the day 
after, but not on that special day. 
The clouds even moved in over 
us to make it a little cooler. It was 
going to be a perfect ceremony.

Daughter was nervous in the 
vintage Rolls Royce limousine 
on the ride from the hotel to the 
park. We were headed toward 
her secret garden. In the movie, 
the garden was off-limits and 
complex, full of symbolism. Her 
garden was open to friends and 
family, and much simpler, although 

RAMBLINGS
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I KNOW HOW THIS MUST LOOK, OFFICER: After pulling over 
their car in Yorkshire, England, police arrested two men for breaking into 
slot machines. Among the evidence the cops found in the vehicle were 
$1,500 in coins, $2,500 in bills, a screwdriver and photos they had taken of 
themselves committing the crime.

YOU ARE A VERY NAUGHTY BOY! A 27-year-old man called 
police to his Inman, S.C., home complaining that his mother was “mad and 
yelling at him” because he had smoked all of their meth. He continued his 
beef with mom when the cops got there and was charged with disorderly 
conduct.

IT WILL TAKE US A WHILE TO WRITE THIS UP:  A man 
who was late for his court date went speeding into the North Lake Tahoe 
Sheriff’s Station lot, where he took up two parking spaces and then ran into 
the courthouse. Officers were waiting for him when he came out when they 
discovered that he was high on meth, driving with a suspended license, on 
probation, and in possession of a large amount of marijuana and hashish 
in his car.

NOW I REMEMBER WHY I BROKE UP WITH HER: A woman in 
England tricked her ex-boyfriend into paying a $3,500 “ransom” after she 
contacted him on WhatsApp, and pretending that she had been kidnapped 
by a sex fiend gangster and begging him to transfer the cash into her 
account. After he paid the money, he called the cops, who found her at her 
home. She told the officers that’s she had no idea why he had reported a 
kidnapping.

BETTER YET, I’LL GIVE YOU A RIDE: After a truck that he had 
stolen broke down at 4:30 in the morning in Stuart, Fla., a man asked a 
passing police officer if he could give him a jump start. A routine check of 
the license plate resulted in his incarceration.

WE DON’T EVEN HAVE TO CUDDLE AFTERWARDS: A middle-
aged Thai television actress, who has never had sex, rented a billboard in 
Bangkok to advertise for a man. It reads, “40 and a virgin (she’s actually 
45) and looking for a husband. Let me get it once before I die.”

LOOK, THIS RANSOM IS A BARGAIN: A 20-year-old man in 
Richmond, Ky., faked his own kidnapping, demanding a ransom of only 
$150 from his relatives. He made the mistake of telling them what street he 
was being held on. So the cops went there and arrested him. He told them 
he wanted to use the money to buy drugs.

HOW DID YOU CATCH ME, OFFICER? A man, who groped two 
joggers as they ran through parks in Davie and Cooper City, Fla., was 
arrested after he bragged about what he did in a video and posted it on 
YouTube.

NOT AS SMART AS HE THOUGHT: A 48-year-old man placed an 
internet advertisement offering money for sex, and then went to meet the 
woman who answered the ad at a restaurant in Lebanon, N.H. She turned 
out to be an undercover cop who arrested him. He was wearing a T-shirt 
with the phrase, “I’m the smart one.”

Galveston Bay Foundation (GBF) invites area residents to attend a Rain 
Barrel Workshop at the Seabrook Community House on Saturday, June 
25, from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30am. 

Rain barrels are an efficient, low-cost method for collecting rainwater. 
They are placed at downspouts in order to catch rain and reduce runoff 
from reaching storm drains. Accumulated rainwater can be used for 
watering a garden or houseplants, washing your car, your dog and more. 
Attendees at this workshop will learn the benefits of rain barrels and how 
to use them, as well as proper location and installation for the barrels. This 
workshop is part of GBF’s efforts to reduce stormwater pollution, conserve 
water, and keep Galveston Bay fishable and swimmable.

 Pre-registration is required. The cost is $35, which includes one rain 
barrel and kit, and admission to the workshop for two people. To reg-
ister, visit www.galvbay.org/rainbarrel.  Contact Sarah Cunningham at 
scunningham@galvbay.org or (281) 332-3381, extension 220 for more 
details. Space is limited.

Rain Barrel Workshop this SaturdayStudy finds firearm injuries are becoming more deadly
By Melissa Healy
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

New research suggests that 
between the years 2000 and 2013, 
the injuries sustained by victims of 
firearms violence grew both more 
severe and more deadly, even 
as mortality from other traumatic 
injuries declined.

Just days after the nation’s worst 
mass shooting took place at a night-
club in Orlando, Fla., the Journal 
of the American Medical Associa-
tion has published the findings of a 
study focusing on close to 30,000 
trauma patients who were treated at 
a single hospital system in Denver. 
Tracking the types and severity of 

traumatic injuries in patients brought 
to the hospital over 14 years, the 
new research found that the death 
rate for hospitalized gunshot victims 
climbed an average of 6 percent 
every two years.

The rising fatality rates occurred 
against the backdrop of gunshot 
wounds that were also escalating 
in severity. Over the study period, 
ambulances brought in an increas-
ing number of firearms victims with 
two or more bullet wounds and 
injuries over more regions of their 
bodies.

Injuries grew progressively more 
severe among victims of stabbing 
and pedestrian accidents as well. 
But unlike those hurt in firearms inci-
dents, patients who were stabbed 
or run over were not progressively 
more likely to die of their injuries 
during the study.

Physicians and policymakers 
have refined practices both in hospi-
tal trauma care and emergency care 
in the field to improve the prognosis 
for trauma victims.
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Web lingo 
Q. What impact is the Internet 

having on the English language? 
And by the way, are your eyebrows 
“on fleek?”

A. The Internet “provides a 
conduit for new language to spread 
worldwide, performing a role that 
once only major TV broadcasts 
could fulfill,” says Hal Hodson in 
“New Scientist” magazine. Just ask 
Peaches Monroe, who in a Vine 
video described her newly shaped 
eyebrows as “on fleek,” that is, 
“looking good.” Almost immediately, 
the video went viral, currently with 
some 38 million viewers, and has 
even been made into a Nicki Minaj 
song. Software that charts the rise 
of language online has uncovered 
three of the fastest-proliferating 
words in the United Kingdom: “boo-
tyful,” an alternative for “beautiful”; 
“cyw” for “coming your way”; and 
“scrims” from gaming forums that 
refer to practice sessions before 
competitions.

Katherine Martin, head of US 
Dictionaries at Oxford University 
Press in New York, finds this all 
very exciting. “A lot of things that 
would have been oral, and there-
fore never recorded, are being 

recorded as text, and are therefore 
searchable and findable.”

“Yet this swirl of language 
creation and distribution online is a 
challenge for linguists,” adds lexi-
cographer David Barnhart. Unlike 
an earlier, print-dominated era, 
novel words are now relatively easy 
to discover. The problem is “how to 
sort out the useful from the ‘useless’ 
evidence.”

Young mathematician
Q. What in his short life prompted 

a precocious four-year-old to tell his 
parents that he had a natural liking 
for numbers?

A. Ming Cong “learned that he 
was born in China on Tuesday, Jan. 
2, 1934 (the Gregorian calendar) 
at four minutes past 6 a.m.  He 
weighed exactly eight pounds at 
birth,” says Owen O’Shea in “The 
Call of the Primes.”  So he stunned 
his civil engineering father and PhD 
mathematics mother when he told 
them that “he was born on 1/2/34 at 
56 minutes to 7, he weighed exactly 
8 pounds, and he was born on the 
square-root-of-9 day of the week.”

Unfortunately, a head injury 
during a skiing accident cut short 
what might have been a promising 
career in mathematics. Instead, he 
eventually left home and joined a 
carnival in the United States and as 
“Dr. Cong” impressed colleagues 

and audiences with his unusual bits 
of numerology. For instance, he 
reminded one elderly lady in 1976 
when Americans were celebrating 
the 200th anniversary of Indepen-
dence that July 4, 1776 fell on the 
(17 + 76 + 17 + 76) day of the year.”

Big snake tricks
Q. True or False: A boa con-

strictor kills its prey by suffocat-
ing it.

A. False.  Actually, it turns out 
that the snake kills like a “demon 
blood pressure cuff, squeezing 
down circulation to its final stop,” 
reported Susan Milius in “Science 
News” magazine. As ecologist Scott 
Bobac says, snakes are extraordi-
nary hunters. Lacking hands and 
feet, they depend on speed to con-
tend with flailing claws and hooves 
so “embracing prey into heart 
failure is faster than suffocating it.” 

In attacking a rat, for instance, 
a boa constrictor will cinch sev-
eral loops around its upper body 
and press hard enough “to starve 
organs of oxygenated blood.”  
Within six minutes or so, the snake 
releases its grip -- the rat’s circu-
lation having faltered and failed 
—- and swallows the rodent whole 
(“Journal of Experimental Biology”).

And one more serpentine myth to 
lay to rest:  It’s not the snake’s jaws 
separating at the back that makes 
this possible. Rather, the movable 
bones in the head and stretchy car-
tilage allow the chin to open wide 
and engorge the prey wholesale. 
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

Did you know?

Please let our advertisers know that 
you saw their ad in The Bulletin

• Drinking alcohol with meals 
can help prevent food poisoning if 
the drink is more than 10 percent 
alcohol.

• According to a study, people rate 
you as more likeable and attractive 
in photos taken by someone else 
than they will in selfies.

• People with dark eyes are more 
agreeable, while people with blue 
eyes tend to be competitive.

• In the first draft of “Back to the 
Future,” Marty and Doc traveled to 
the future in a pickup truck.

• For whatevere you would pay 
for a bag of movie theater popcorn, 
you could buy almost 16 bags of 
microwave popcorn from the store.  
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The Seattle Times (TNS)
SEATTLE — The family of an international student killed when a Ride 

the Ducks tourist vehicle crashed into a charter bus in Seattle last year 
has sued over the deadly collision.

Japanese national Mami Sato’s lawsuit names as defendants Ride 
the Ducks of Seattle, and its Atlanta-based licensee, Ride the Ducks 
International, which refurbished and sold to the local excursion company 
the “Duck boat” that crashed into the bus Sato was riding in.

The wrongful death complaint, filed  on behalf of Sato’s family in Japan 
by Seattle attorney James S. Rogers, is among multiple lawsuits filed 
over the deadly crash.

It also names as defendants Eric Bishop, the driver of the ill-fated Duck 
vehicle, and the city of Seattle and state of Washington, claiming both 
governments have repeatedly failed to address the Aurora Bridge’s long-
time safety issues that the suit contends contributed to the accident.

Sato, 36, whom the lawsuit describes as an accomplished athlete who 
arrived in Seattle to study accounting just four days before her death, was 
among five North Seattle College international students killed in the Sept. 
24 crash. Dozens of other students in the college’s charter bus and tour-
ists in the Duck were injured. 

The National Transportation Safety Board determined during a prelimi-
nary investigation that a defective axle on the Duck caused the crash. 

Duck Ride victim’s family files suitFamily travel: Budget friendly summer trips in the U.S.
By Lynn O’Rourke Hayes
The Dallas Morning News (TNS)

Summer outings don’t have to 
break the family piggy bank. Here 
are five budget-friendly concepts to 
consider:

Washington, D.C. You’ll have 
a long list of no- or low-cost options 
when you visit our nation’s capital. 
From kid-friendly theater perfor-
mances at the Kennedy Center to 
observing the famous panda family 
at the National Zoo, your biggest 
challenge will be choosing which 
options best fit your family’s current 
interests.

Is there a future pilot in your 
midst? Get a feel for it, sitting in a 
mock cockpit at the Smithsonian’s 
National Air and Space Museum 
before checking out the bird’s-eye 
view from the top of the Washington 
Monument.

Later, learn how money is made 
during a 40-minute tour of the 
Bureau of Engraving and Printing. It 
won’t cost you a dime.

Contact: washington.org.
Cleveland. With 45,000 works 

of art from virtually every period 
and genre, the Cleveland Museum 
of Art has something to engage 
every member of your family as it 
celebrates its centennial. Kids are 
often drawn to the armor court, 
where medieval suits of armor and 
period weapons prompt conversa-
tion. Take to the hiking trails in the 
Shaker Heights Nature Center or 
consider a drive and picnic near one 
of 17 covered bridges in the area.

Contact: thisiscleveland.com.
Cero’s Candy, Wichita, Kan. 

Three generations of the Cero 
family followed in the footsteps of 
“Candy Pete” Cero, a Greek sailor 

who first came to Wichita to work 
on the railroad in 1883. When 
illness kept him off the rails, he 
turned to what he knew — making 
candy. During a tour you’ll learn 
how the current owners combine a 
little history with fine ingredients to 
make gourmet chocolates and other 
treats.

Contact: ceroscandy.com.
Urban walking tours. Access 

the services of tour guides in cities 
like New Orleans, Philadelphia, New 
York, Charleston, S.C., Chicago and 
Berlin. The creative outings, some 
designed especially for kids, are 
offered at no charge. If you learned 
something, were entertained or 
found the tour memorable in a way 
that mattered, gratuities are encour-
aged and welcome. Bike and food 
tours are also available.

Contact: freetoursbyfoot.com.
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United Way of Brazoria County (UWBC) announced the 
establishment of the United Way Flood Recovery Fund. 
Donations to the fund may now be accepted through an 
online and mobile platform.

Donations to the fund may be made in the following ways: Text RECOV-
ERY to 30306.

 Visit UWBC’s website at www.uwbc.org and click on 2016 Flood to find a 
secure donation form for credit cards.

Checks can be made out to United Way of Brazoria County. On the memo 
line, specify Flood Recovery Fund. Mail contributions to Post Office Box 
1959, Angleton, TX 77515-1959.

UWBC will work with local nonprofits and organizations to ensure funds 
reach Brazoria County residents most affected by the devastation of the 
2016 Brazos River flood, helping with their recovery needs, especially long-
term. 

The Flood Recovery Fund is being conducted alongside UWBC’s annual 
fundraising campaign to raise awareness and investment for 47 health and 
human service programs that increase independence and self-sustainability, 
improve people’s health and help children and youth achieve their potential.

“The impact of the flood spreads far and wide,” said Jenna Masters, 
executive director of UWBC. “We know that people will reach out more than 
ever in the coming months as they put the pieces of their lives back together. 
We are committed to helping keep vital services intact and able to help our 
residents with long-term recovery.”

UWBC is also an information and referral service to the community and 
will maintain flood recovery resource information. Those seeking information 
may call (979) 849-9402, 7:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. Mondays - Thursdays, and 8 
a.m. – 12 noon on Fridays, or visit www.uwbc.org for 24/7 access. 

United Way launches Flood Recovery 
Fund options & information website

Please let your friends and relatives in other places 
know that The Bulletin also can be read online at:

www.mybulletinnewspaper.com
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By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)SIDELINE CHATTER

Look for us on 
Facebook

The Seattle Times (TNS)
It’s no bull: Jordan duped Pippen
Scottie Pippen, meet Doyle Lonnegan. Seems Pippen got conned — just 

like the fictional mobster in “The Sting” — to the tune of $100 every home 
game when he and Chicago Bulls teammate Michael Jordan “bet” on the 
outcome of the animated bull races on the arena’s Jumbotron. And all 
because Jordan arrived early one game day and saw the video technicians 
at work.

As ESPN’s Amin Elhassan tells it, “Mike is watching this and says, ‘You 
guys already know who’s going to win?’ And the guy says, ‘Yeah, it’s all 
prerecorded.’ ”

So, Elhassan said, Jordan got the inside scoop each time, and Pippen 
never caught on to the con.

Paging Adrian Beltre
Indians third baseman Juan Uribe left Sunday’s recent game on a cart 

after a scorching grounder hit him in the groin and left him with a testicu-
lar contusion. Uribe, in case you missed it, is the new Spanish word for 
“soprano.”

What, no Paul Coffee?
Canada’s Block Three Brewing came out with a “Jaromir lager” called 

Jaromir Czech Jagr. Dr. Pepper, not to be outdone, plans to counter with 
Hawaiian Punch Imlach.

Stat of the Week
The NHL regular-season record for “Gordie Howe hat tricks” — logging 

a goal, an assist and a fight in the same game — is actually owned by 
Brendan Shanahan, with 17.

Say what?
Yogi Berra lives! Or, as ex-Mariner Harold Reynolds sized up outfielder 

Kyle Lewis, Seattle’s No. 1 draft pick, for MLB Network: “He’s 20 years old. 
That’s what stands out. Most people are 21 at that age.”

Talking the talk
—Pete Rose, to USA Today, panning the notion that Ichiro Suzuki — if 

his Japanese League totals are included — is about to become baseball’s 
all-time hits leader: “It sounds like in Japan, they’re trying to make me the 
Hit Queen … The next thing you know, they’ll be counting his high-school 
hits.”

—Headline at SportsPickle.com: “Internet pans Draymond Green’s new 
steel-toe basketball work boots.”

—Comedy writer Alex Kaseberg, on Creator’s narrow win in the Belmont: 
“And by a nose we are not talking Barbra Streisand, we’re talking adult 
Michael Jackson.”

Tag-teaming it
There have been 16 weddings or wedding receptions on WWE telecasts 

since 1984. Which certainly puts a whole new spin on “With this ring I thee 
wed … “

Ebony, Jet Magazine sold to private Austin equity firm 
Chicago Tribune (TNS)

CHICAGO — After a 71-year run 
in Chicago, Johnson Publishing is 
getting out of publishing.

The company said Tuesday it has 
sold Ebony, its iconic African-Ameri-
can lifestyle magazine, and the now 
digital-only Jet magazine to Clear 
View Group, an Austin, Texas-based 
private equity firm, for an undis-
closed amount.

Johnson Publishing will retain 
its Fashion Fair Cosmetics busi-

ness and its historic Ebony photo 
archives, which remains up for sale. 
The deal, which closed in May, also 
included the assumption of debt.

A family-owned business 
throughout its history, Ebony has 
documented the African-American 
experience since it first hit news-
stands in 1945. It has shaped cul-
ture ever since, coming into its own 
as it reported from the front lines of 
the civil rights movement during the 
1960s in powerful photos and prose.

In recent years, though, Johnson 
Publishing has struggled to evolve 
from print to digital platforms.

Linda Johnson Rice, chairman of 
Johnson Publishing and daughter of 
founder John Johnson, will serve as 
chairman emeritus on the board of 
the new company.

“This is the next chapter in retain-
ing the legacy that my father, John 
H. Johnson, built to ensure the 
celebration of African-Americans,” 
she said in a statement.
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also symbolic. 
The limo was in traffic. Frank 

Sinatra was singing “I love Paris.” I 
know most of the words and started 
singing along to break up the ner-
vousness. 

“You know Frank Sinatra songs?” 
she asked.

“I know this one,” I replied, and 
continued singing. “Why, oh why, 
do I love Paris? Because my love 
is here.”

The song is part of my childhood. 
Of the thousands of songs I have 
heard, I remember the words to this 
one for some reason.

I started to read the card she 
gave me earlier. “You have always 
encouraged me to follow my 
dreams,” she wrote in part. “You set 
a great example for me.”  

My own secret garden just grew 
greener. 

We turned the corner and pulled 
into the “garden.” She is beautiful, 
smart, thoughtful, sweet and suc-
cessful. She already has all the keys 
she needs, except for one. That one 
was about to be passed on.

Memories of her childhood raced 
through my mind – birth, kinder-
garten, first day of school, softball, 
vacations, making breakfast tacos 

for her, comforting her when she 
needed it, and being there for 
advice and help when she sought 
it out.

The memories were continuing to 
flood in as I looked at her, all made 
up – with her natural beauty still 
showing – but nervous and jittery. 
The little girl who was scared of the 
dark and noises in the middle of 
the night, and who was glued to the 
movie 19 years earlier, has grown 
up.

She has already built her own 
secret garden without even realizing 
it. This was just an addition. Every-
body has a secret garden. It’s there 
to be used when needed.

The garden rejuvenates, gives 
hope. The garden is magical real-
ism. It is positive thinking; it is heal-
ing. It frees self-imposed limitations 
and gives confidence. It overcomes 
obstacles.

This beautiful young woman then 
got out of the limo, and we started 
walking down the aisle of grass, 
trees, flowers and people, toward a 
young man whom she already loves 
and trusts. 

And then the time came to let go 
of her hand and place it in the hand 
of the man with whom she will share 
her life. 

As I did, I also handed her the 
last key – the key to my own secret 
garden for the last 34 years. It will 
be there for her if needed.

(Continued from Page 1)
Wedding bells in the secret garden make a good combination
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By Dominic Gates
The Seattle Times (TNS)

EVERETT, Wash. _ Inside a 
new building just west of Paine 
Field in this Seattle-area city, a 
team of young engineers recently 
gave outsiders the first glimpse at 
a technological advance critical to 
the future of airplane making in the 
Puget Sound region.

Robotic heads zipped along at 
great speed, whirling and reposi-
tioning at the end of each run, as 
their business end - which glowed 
like a line of fire - laid down thin 
strips of carbon fiber infused with 
epoxy resin.

The manufacturing machines 
giving this dazzling performance, 
designed and built by Electroim-
pact, will be used to fabricate the 
giant composite wings of Boeing’s 
next jet, the 777X.

Think of these machines as 30-
foot-tall, 3-D printers, each costing 
tens of millions of dollars.

While similar machines have 
been making composite parts for 
several years, Electroimpact project 
manager Todd Rudberg said his 
team’s machines take the technol-
ogy’s speed, scale and precision to 
whole new levels.

“And we have data to back that 
up,” he said with clear delight. 
“I have two of the world’s best 
machines running at the same time 
in my building. This is awesome.”

Precisely placing layer upon 
layer of carbon-fiber strips infused 
with epoxy resin, one of these so-
called Automated Fiber Placement 
machines builds up the 777X’s 
composite wing skin, producing a 
single piece 110 feet long and 20 
feet across at the widest end near 
the fuselage.

The second AFP machine does 
something more complex: It lays 
the carbon-fiber strips down on a 
surface that has two 90-degree 
angles to make a U-shaped struc-
tural beam for the wing, called a 
spar, again in a single piece.

The precise contouring made 
possible by this composite manu-
facturing technology is what allows 
Boeing’s engineers to design 
newly slender and aerodynamically 
perfect wings.

Electroimpact has already deliv-
ered the first AFP spar machine 

to Boeing’s new composite-wing 
center, which is nearing completion 
just across Paine Field.

Thanks to Electroimpact’s loca-
tion, the machine was loaded onto 
an oversize trailer and had to travel 
only a couple hundred yards of 
public road to reach the airfield.

Next summer, Boeing will start 
using the machines to manufacture 

wing skins and spars for 777X 
development and production.

Making the skins and spars of 
such a giant wing in single full-
length pieces is new. It should 
reduce the cost of manufacturing 
and save some weight because 
there are no joins.

Using a wholly different method, 
the composite wing spar of the 787 

is made in three sections by Mit-
subishi Heavy Industries in Japan.

In the U.K., Airbus supplier GKN 
uses AFP machines to fabricate 
the spars of the A350 wing, also in 
three sections.

To protect Boeing’s competitive 
advantage with the new equipment, 
Electroimpact has assigned the 
proprietary intellectual property on 

the 777X machine heads to the jet 
maker.

So though Electroimpact will 
certainly sell future AFP machines 
to rival plane makers, the key 
technology in these machines will 
be exclusive to Boeing.

For initial, low-rate production, 
Boeing will need just two of each 
machine. But at peak production 
sometime in the 2020s, there could 
be half a dozen or more of each 
lined up inside the vast 777X wing 
facility.

Suspended delicately from a 42-
foot-wide gantry, the 1.7-ton robotic 
head of the wing-skin AFP machine 
zips back and forth across a 
contoured horizontal surface, laying 
down the strips of carbon-fiber tape, 
each pass building another layer of 
material.

Where the machine head lightly 
touches the surface it’s building up, 
a glowing heating element at the tip 
makes the substrate tacky so the 
next layer will stick more easily.

As this hypnotic dance unfolds, 
the machine head dispenses the 
tape simultaneously from 20 large 
spools that resemble movie reels, 
covering a 30-inch-wide swath with 
each pass.

The only sound is the light tick-
ing of pneumatic actuators as the 
head shifts to lay the tape down 
at another angle or ends a pass 
and cuts the tape off at the correct 
length.

The wing-spar AFP machine’s 
half-ton robotic head lays down 
thinner, half-inch strips of carbon-
fiber tape from 16 large bobbins 
that allow the tape to shift as 
needed when the head zips over 
the edge of the spar with nary a 
pause.

Each wing has front and rear 
spars, long curved structural beams 
along the leading and trailing 
edges.

(The 777X wing’s 11-foot folding 
wingtip is a separate structure, 
which will be built by Boeing in 
St. Louis and sent to Everett for 
assembly.)

The machine can lay down a full 
lengthwise layer along the spar in 
approximately 10 minutes. Dis-
pensing another layer with strips 
traversing the spar at an angle can 
be done in about 25 minutes.

Massive, speedy robots ready to build composite wings for Boeing 777X

Control engineers Brad Davis, left, and Kyle Walker check the placement of carbon fiber by the machine that 
is making test wing spars for the Boeing 777X. The machine will alert operators of a missing or misaligned 
carbon-fiber strip. (Mike Siegel/Seattle Times/TNS) 
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Dow plans open house to showcase the largest nesting black skimmers population on the Texas Gulf Coast
Community members and their 

families have the special opportunity 
to see Black Skimmers and their 
chicks up close on Saturday, June 
25 at Dow Texas Operations’ annual 
Black Skimmer Open House from 9 
a.m. to noon.

The event is free and open to the 
public and provides the rare chance 
to view one of the largest nesting 
colonies of black skimmers on the 
Texas Gulf Coast in the middle of 
one of the world’s largest chemical 
plants. There are currently about 
1,000 birds at the location. The 
recent rains have resulted in a lower 
bird count than normal, but it will 
still be exciting to see the ones that 
made it down south for the summer.

Gabriella Cone, Dow Texas 
Operations’ community relations 
manager, says it all started in 1968 
when Dow employee Maurice 

Garner noticed the birds nesting 
in the parking lot and put up some 
ropes and barricades to keep them 
from being disturbed.

“It started out as a simple 
effort to protect the birds and has 
become one of the great examples 
of the high regard Texas Opera-
tions employees have for our local 
wildlife,” says Cone. “We’re proud 
to continue that tradition of conserv-
ing and protecting wildlife and their 
habitat. Having the skimmers back 
this year gives us another opportu-
nity to promote conservation as a 
corporate and individual responsibil-
ity.”

She adds the Black Skimmer 
Open House provides an exciting 
experience for everyone.

 “It is a great way to educate 
people about the skimmers and 
the importance of coastal habitat 

preservation,” she says. “It’s also a 
lot of fun to watch the birds and how 
they interact with the chicks. For 
many, this is the only opportunity 
they’ll ever have to see a skimmer 
in the wild.”

The lower half of the skimmer’s 
bill is longer than the upper half and 
shaped like a flat knife blade. This 
allows the bird to fly just above the 
surface of the water with its lower 
bill skimming along the surface, 
picking up morsels of food – hence 
their name.

Anyone interested in attending 
the Skimmer Open House should 
arrive at the Dow A-41 Gate located 
on FM 523, approximately one mile 
south of the intersection of Highway 
332 and FM 523 (watch for signs). 
A bus will shuttle visitors to the loca-
tion of the colony between 9 a.m. 

and noon. All visitors must present 
a valid photo ID before boarding the 
bus. 

For more information about the 
Dow Black Skimmer Open House, 
visitors can call (979) 238-4159.
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Pray that your son will not lose 
sight of God during college

My Answer by Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

(This column was prepared by the Social Security Administration. For fast answers 
to specific Social Security questions, contact Social Security toll-free at 800-772-
1213 or visit www.socialsecurity.gov.)

Questions and answers about your 
Social Security statement, cards
Q: What is a Social Security Statement, and how can I get 

a copy?
A: Your online Social Security Statement gives you secure and conve-

nient access to your earnings records. It also shows estimates for retire-
ment, disability, and survivors benefits you and your family may be eligible 
for. You can get your personal Statement online by using your own “my 
Social Security account.” If you don’t yet have an account, you can easily 
create one.

To set up or use your account to get your online statement, go to 
www.socialsecurity.gov/myaccount.

We also mail statements to workers attaining ages 25, 30, 35, 40, 45, 50, 
55, 60 and older, three months prior to their birthday, if they don’t receive 
Social Security benefits and don’t have a “my Social Security account.” If 
you don’t want to wait for your Statement, you can access it online, what-
ever time of year you need it.

Q: I own a business. What should I do if an employee gives 
me a Social Security number but cannot produce the card, 
or if the employee is waiting to receive a Social Security 
number?

A: Seeing the card is not as important as putting the correct information 
on the worker’s Form W-2. You can verify employee Social Security num-
bers by using our Social Security Number Verification Service. Just go to 
www.socialsecurity.gov/bso. This online service allows registered employ-
ers to verify employee Social Security numbers against Social Security 
records for wage reporting purposes. If the employee recently applied for 
a Social Security number, but does not yet have a card when you must 
file the paper Form W-2, enter the words “Applied for” on the Form W-2. If 
you are filing electronically, enter all zeros (e.g., 000-00-0000) in the Social 
Security number field. When the employee receives the card, file Copy A 
of Form W-2C, Corrected Wage and Tax Statement with Social Security to 
show the employee’s number.

Q: Our son just left to go back to college, and although I hate to admit it, 
it was a relief to see him go. He came home this summer with all sorts of 
strange ideas, and said he no longer believes in God. All we did was argue, 
but that didn’t get us anywhere. Any advice? - Mrs. N. McC.

A: Arguing, I’m afraid, seldom leads to anything but more arguing 
(although sometimes it can’t be avoided). As the Bible wisely says, “A 
gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger” (Prov-
erbs 15:1).

In college, your son is encountering people and ideas he may never 
have faced before, and he’s not necessarily prepared to weigh them and 
think through them clearly. Nor is it easy for students to swim against the 
strong secular streams (so to speak) that flow through most colleges and 
universities today. (As a footnote, I think our churches and schools could 
do much more to prepare young people for the challenges they’ll face, 
either in college or on the job.)

First, pray for your son, that his mind and heart will be open to God’s 
truth. Pray, too, that God will bring across his path students and teachers 
who know Christ and can help him think through the issues he’s facing.

Finally, let your son know that you love him, even when you disagree. In 
addition, strengthen your commitment to Christ and His will for your lives. 
Does your son see Christ reflected in you by the way you live and the love 
you have for others (including him)? He may not agree with what you say, 
but he can’t argue with your love. Don’t give up hope; with God’s help your 
son will change as he grows older.

Los Angeles Times (TNS)
Retail sales last month rose 0.5 

percent from April to $455.6 billion, 
the Commerce Department said 
Tuesday. It was the second straight 
month of increases, after a 1.3 
percent rise in April.

Economists said it was a good 
sign for the economy after a recent 
spate of bad news about the job 
market. The Labor Department 
recently said that job growth virtually 
ground to a halt in May, after an 
already lackluster showing in April.

But analysts caution that a few 
months of growth doesn’t necessar-
ily translate into a sustained mood 
to splurge among shoppers. Many 
have been holding back for years, 
choosing to bank their savings 
from lower gas prices or use that 
money to pay debts. Department 
stores and mall-based retailers have 
struggled this year, and their stock 
prices have plunged.

Clothing and accessory sales 
rose 0.8 percent. Sales for nonstore 
retailers, including e-commerce 
retailers such as Amazon.com, rose 
1.3 percent. Gas sales, after recent 
price increases, rose 2.1 percent.

A few sectors fell. General mer-
chandise stores, dragged down by 
the poor performance of department 
store chains, fell 0.3 percent. Build-
ing and garden shops were down 
1.8 percent.

Retail sales rose 
in May for 2nd 
straight month

More consumers using smartphones to pay at the register, bills
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette (TNS)

PITTSBURGH — Banks and 
other mobile payment providers 
should do a better job of explaining 
safety features of the technology 
if they want to convince more con-
sumers to use it, according to a new 
study by The Pew Charitable Trusts.

“It is something industry partici-

pants could and should talk about,” 
Pew research officer Joy Hacken-
bracht told reporters during a recent 
webinar.

Mobile technology allows 
consumers to pay for purchases at 
the register or online, pay bills, and 
send or receive money using their 
smartphones.

Concern about the safety of 
mobile transactions — including 
the potential for ID theft and loss of 
funds — “cuts across generations,” 
Hackenbracht said.

Nearly 7-in-10 U.S. adults own 
a smartphone. But millennials 
and Gen Xers are far more likely 
than older age groups to have a 
smartphone and to use it for mobile 
payments, Pew said.

Some 90 percent of millennials 
and 83 percent of Gen Xers own 
a smartphone compared with 56 
percent for baby boomers and 30 
percent for the silent generation, the 
study showed. Of those, millenni-
als and Gen Xers account for 72 
percent of mobile payment users vs. 
24 percent who are baby boomers.

The Philadelphia Inquirer (TNS)
The U.S. economy is growing at just 2.5 percent a year, but credit card 

lending is rising more than twice as fast: 5 percent over year-earlier levels 
each month since last fall, accelerating to 6 percent in March and April, 
according to the Federal Reserve.

That’s the fastest card debt has grown since card lending fell in the 
2007-2009 recession, credit card analyst David Hilder wrote in a report 
to clients of Drexel Hamilton. Since Americans aren’t earning that much 
more, won’t delinquencies, charge offs and bankruptcies rise in another 
year or two?

“We do not expect a rapid increase in credit-card loss rates,” Hilder 
wrote, since debt service has been “flat” at around 15 percent of Ameri-
cans’ disposable income since 2012. That’s near the lowest debt ratios 
have been since the Fed’s Debt Service Ratio survey began in 1980.

For the nine dominant U.S. credit card banks, which control 70 percent 
of the Visa-MasterCard-American Express-Discover-Chinapay market in 
the U.S., average charge offs in early 2016 were 3.13 percent of annual-
ized average loans, “down from a peak of 9.9 percent in 2009.”

Bad mortgages were also at low levels in the mid-2000s - after a lot of 
new loans were made but before they had a chance to go bad - making 
loss measures a poor predictor of the 2008-09 credit crisis. Loan-loss 
rates are highest not when bad loans are made, but when they stop get-
ting paid, which can take 1-2 years from the time when bills were run up.

Credit card borrowing highest since 2009
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sNine County Parks.
sA group campground with air-

conditioned dormitories, cabins, lake 
& bayou fishing, swimming pool & 
wooded trails.

sTwo full-service RV campgrounds 
with air-conditioned cabins, lighted 
fishing areas, covered pavilions, 
playground on the coast.

s23 miles of sandy beaches.
s20 public boat ramps.
sHistorical homes.
sCoastal ecology center.
sBird watching.
sShelling (peak season Dec.-Feb.)
sYear-round Adventure Programs.
sYear-round special events.
Administrative offices
313 W. Mulberry
Angleton, TX. 77515
(979) 864-1541
Brazoria County Parks Director 
Bryan Frazier
Board of Park Commissioners
Chairman: Meta Kirby 
Vice ChairmanL Paul Wofford, Jr.
Secretary: Joyce Peltier
Commissioners: Dorman David-

son, Rex Lloyd, Rebecca Golden, 
Alvie Merrill

SPONSORS
             The Bulletin

Platinum ($2,000)
BASF Corporation 

Dow Chemical Company
Freeport LNG
Gold ($1,500)

Warehouse Associates (Pirates Alley 
Café, Ocean Village Hotel, Beach 
House Associates), The Bulletin

Silver ($1,000)
Meyerland Custom Home Renovation LLC

Bronze ($500)
Town of Quintana

We also thank the many volunteers 
who help clean the beaches, stake out 
trees and sand fencing, lend a hand 
with programs, and add so much to the 
county’s parks and to our communities. To 
become a sponsor, or to volunteer in our 
programs, call (979) 864-1541, or email 
jamesg @brazoria-county.com.

Recent flooding conditions did not prevent Parks Department maintenance 
crews from carrying out their duties. While some county parks were inacces-
sible, crews focused their efforts on the areas they could reach. Two projects 
at Quintana Beach County Park benefited the most from the heightened 
attention.  

A simple deck-board replacement job (below) turned into a more major 
undertaking when workmen discovered that the original supporting joists 
were unsound. While the discovery was unexpected, it was not a great 
surprise as the decks were built in the mid-1980s. Crews employed a 30-ton 
hydraulic house jack to support the deck while new joists were installed.  

Another project (right) receiving needed attention is the new beach house.  
Remodeling has progressed to the point that all-new furniture is now in 
place. Rentals are set to being sometime this month.

County parks improvements update

Watch for wildlife relocated by flooding

This pair of alligators was spotted in a stream during one of our recent 
floods.  Generally sluggish, except when in actual pursuit of prey, it remains 
a good policy to give them plenty of room, especially during floods, when 
they may be disoriented and a bit more cantankerous than usual.

BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407    June 21, 2016   THE BULLETIN  Page 15

Schedule of events
Saturdays, (TBA) June – August, 10-11:30 a.m. - Searching for Sea 

Life at Quintana Beach County Park.  Help park rangers drag the seine (net) 
through the surf and discover sea life native to the Gulf of Mexico. Open 
to the public. Program dates subject to weather and surf conditions.  For 
information, contact the park at (979) 233-1461.

Sunday, 26 June, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. - Basic Field Archery at Camp Mohawk 
County Park. Learn the basics of field archery with instructor Marvin Hall.  All 
equipment provided. Space is limited.To pre-register, contact Camp Mohawk 
County Park at (281) 581-2319.

Saturday, Sept. 17 - Texas Navy Day Celebration. Celebrate the Repub-
lic of Texas Navy at Surfside. Interact with costumed interpreters at Jetty 
Park and peruse vendor booths at Town Hall. For information, call (979) 
864-1541.

Saturday, Sept. 24 - Texas Adopt-A-Beach Fall Clean-Up.  Volunteers 
gather at 9 a.m. in Surfside and Quintana for a general beach clean-up.  
Dress for the weather and bring along some water. Supplies provided; lunch 
afterward.  For more information, contact James at (979) 864-1541 (Surf-
side) or Patty at (979) 233-1461 (Quintana).

Friday and Saturday, Oct. 7-8, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. – Texas WingNuts Fly-in 
at Quintana Beach County Park. Powered paragliding exhibition. For infor-
mation about the TXWingNuts, visit http://www.txwingnuts.com. For program 
scheduling, contact the park at (979) 233-1461.

Thursday, Nov. 3 - Stephen F. Austin Birthday Celebration. Join vol-
unteers and students at the Austin Statue at Hwy 288 and Hwy 35 for a 
celebration with historical characters, activities, exhibits, music, and refresh-
ments. This program is geared to school groups. Free event sponsored by 
local groups. For information, call the Department Office at (979) 864-1541.

Saturday, Dec. 10, 4-9 p.m. - Stephen F. Austin Festival.  Enjoy a fun-
filled evening set in antebellum times as the park celebrates the Father of 
Texas. Clothing of the 1850s is encouraged. Features include children’s 
games, period music and dance.

Small Watercraft Club – Join the fun as we learn about canoes and 
kayaks. From basic watercraft safety and skills to short trips on local water-
ways, this growing club is a good fit for family activity and learning. Dates, 
times, and locations vary by season. For information call (979) 864-1541.

These mud bugs   
found in ditches  
Brazoria County is home to some 

pretty incredible wildlife.  These 
enormous “mud bugs” - more 
resembling small lobsters - were 
discovered in a roadside ditch near 
Highway 35 and FM 521 at the 
height of the recent floods.  

The rising Brazos River completely covered the Sonny Travis boat ramp beneath the Highway 36 bridge near Freeport.  
The ramp has been closed for several months due to severe damage from an earlier flood, which washed fill from 
behind a concrete bulkhead, causing it to collapse and lean into the boat ramp itself. The area was barricaded to help 
keep visitors away from the dangerous section and to keep boaters from suffering loss in attempting to launch from 
the damaged ramp. What further damage may have been inflicted by the recent flood remains to be seen.

Sonny Travis boat 
ramp closed due 
to flood damage

BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: WINCE  TRULY  LIZARD  WAYLAY
Answer: They were motivated to hunt for snakes by the -- “CRAWL” OF THE WILD

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Pay your dues. Every 
new skill or study requires practice before it is possible 
to become proficient. You may be challenged to learn 
a new subject or to perform routine work in the week 
ahead. Having a buddy will help.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): This week you won’t 
be able to please all of the people all of the time. If you 
sense tension in the air it may be because someone is 
trying to overcompensate to address your needs. You 
may be trying too hard to be agreeable.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Group dynamics may 
be disturbed by dustups. In the week ahead some-
one could make an attempt to appear mysterious or 
pretend to be your friend. A partner or loved one could 
be forced to adhere to a tight schedule.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): You will find yourself 
in good company. You aren’t the only person with a 
tight deadline to meet or a bill to pay in the week to 
come. A significant other with shrewd common sense 
and business acumen can help.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Never complain, never 
explain may be a good motto this week. You may 
have concerns that revolve around finances, but wise 
advice or counsel from co-workers or family members 
could help you find a perfect solution.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Grab the low hanging 
fruit. What you need is right there for the taking and 
little effort is necessary. In the upcoming week you 
may be tempted to reach too high. Don’t act impul-
sively with your money or loved ones.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Calm down. Your need for 
romance and attention could distract you from focusing on 
concrete accomplishments in the week ahead. Too much 
socializing on the job can make you fall behind or create 
some awkward moments.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Crucial commitments need 
to be handled with kid gloves in the week ahead. Take 
your time about making important changes. An innocent 
flirtation can give your ego a boost and lighten the load of 
a serious subject.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Pull in the sails and 
keep a steady hand on the rudder. There may be some 
rough seas in the week ahead. The demands of your 
career may keep you on a tight schedule just when family 
or a loved one needs attention.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): You are powerfully 
tethered to the achievement of a goal. Some co-workers 
may experience difficulties but that won’t dampen your 
enthusiasm. As this week unfolds you may find that com-
munications go awry.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): You can play musical 
chairs with your money until the music stops. Make sure 
you aren’t indulging in fads or fancies this week. A signifi-
cant other will give you added support to face up to your 
responsibilities.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): The truth may come out at 
the most inopportune time. In the upcoming week you may 
make a stand at the wrong time. Someone who expresses 
doubt about your trustworthiness can put you into a defen-
sive position.

Bulletin  Horoscope

History of the World By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

June 20: ON THIS DATE in 
1837, Queen Victoria ascended the 
British throne following the death 
of her uncle, King William IV. She 
reigned for 63 years. In 1963, the 
United States and the Soviet Union 
agreed to set up a “hot line” tele-
phone connection.

June 21: ON THIS DATE in 
1788, the U.S. Constitution went into 
effect as New Hampshire became 
the ninth state to ratify it. In 1982, a 
jury in Washington, D.C., found John 
Hinckley Jr. not guilty by reason of 
insanity in the shootings of President 
Reagan and three others.

June 22: ON THIS DATE in 
1972, President Nixon and White 
House chief of staff H.R. Halde-
man discussed a plan to use the 
CIA to obstruct the FBI’s Watergate 
investigation.

June 23: ON THIS DATE in 
1860, the U.S. Secret Service was 
created. In 1931, aviators Wiley Post 
and Harold Gatty took off from New 
York on the first round-the-world 

flight in a single-engine plane.
June 24: ON THIS DATE in 

1322, Jews were expelled from 
France. In 1977, the Internal 
Revenue Service revealed that 
President Jimmy Carter had paid no 
income tax in 1976.

June 25: ON THIS DATE in 
1950, North Korea invaded South 
Korea. In 1962, the U.S. Supreme 
Court ruled that prescribed prayer 
in New York public schools was 
unconstitutional.

June 26: ON THIS DATE in 

1917, the first troops of the Ameri-
can Expeditionary Force arrived in 
France during World War I. In 1948, 
the Berlin Airlift began after the 
Soviet Union cut off land and water 
routes to the isolated western sector 
of the city.

Answer to last week’s question: 
This week in 1969, Warren Burger 
was sworn in as chief justice of the 
United States.

This week’s question: In 1881, 
which U.S. president was shot and 
mortally wounded?

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

Did you know?
• Our moon does not have a cool name like Europe or Triton because for 

most of history, humans thought the earth’s moon was the only moon.
• An SPF of 30 means that you can be out in the sun 30 times longer 

before you get sunburned than if you could without a sunscreen.
• The average American eats almost 232 sticks of butter each year.
• The brain consistently remembers only two things about an event: The 

emotional peak and the end.
• Kids usually don’t learn that their parents have a first name until age 5.
• If fossil fuel were made from the bone of dinosaurs,we would have gone 

through the entire supply in a couple of days.
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Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

Did you know?

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

• Rock star ddeaths are related to drugs or alcohol 31 percent of the time.
• Americans waste one-third of their total food supply, but three-fourths of 

them don’t think they waste as much food as the average American.
• Sir Christopher Lee was a world champion fencer, an opera singer, and 

spoke six languages.
• Sir Christopher Lee held the records for the tallest leading actor and for 

starring in the most films with a sword fight.
• A study found that before finding the man of her dreams, the average 

woman will experience four disaster dates and two heartbreaks.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Cavern effect
5 Cornfield call
8 “Frozen” studio
14 Amorphous mass
15 “Say again?”
16 Mercedes-Benz sedan line
17 Disapproving cries from bleacher 
“birds”
18 Prefix with meter
19 “I do” setting

20 *Ornamental flower with clus-
tered blooms
23 Wall St. index
24 Steeped brew
25 Badlands bovine
29 “Green Eggs and Ham” guy
31 Marshmallow-filled snack
33 “I do”
36 *Blab about one’s romantic life
39 Brainchild
41 “Dancing With the Stars” move

42 Law school newbie
43 *Luxury car until the 1930s
46 Like deadpan humor
47 Bringing up the rear
48 Tail movement
50 “Speak up!”
51 Had a meal
54 Comment from Fido
57 *Former PBS science show with 
a fruit in its title logo
61 African desert
64 Beat it
65 Body support for the end of 
57-Across, in a Swiss folk tale sug-
gested by the ends of the answers 
to starred clues
66 Online form entry
67 __-fi
68 Ireland, in poetry
69 Sonnet features
70 1930s N.L. home run king Mel
71 __ avis

DOWN
1 Flows back
2 Kids’ party performer
3 Twaddle
4 Think constantly about something
5 Food on the trail
6 Review of books?
7 Unbroken
8 Tenth: Pref.
9 Crane who fled the Headless 
Horseman
10 Hit very hard
11 Snooze
12 Peoria-to-Cincinnati dir.
13 French designer’s initials
21 Shipbuilding wood
22 Hedy of Hollywood
26 Use up cash
27 Persian Gulf ship
28 Nice __: prude
30 Teeny parasites
32 At the minimum setting
33 “Goodness me!”
34 Twin Cities suburb
35 Like a run-down motel
37 Go after, as a mosquito
38 Elton John’s title
40 Linked while walking, as friends
44 Circle of friends
45 H2O, to a toddler
49 Burrowing rodent
52 Sculpted figure
53 Put into law
55 “The Marriage of Figaro,” e.g.
56 Knack
58 Rolls of money
59 Agitated state
60 Funny Dame
61 Big __, California
62 Hearth remains
63 “Yo!”
(c)2016 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
AUNT  NIECE  UNCLE  SISTER  FATHER  MOTHER BROTHER
Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
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Texas Gulf Bank and Junior Achievement of Brazoria County joined 
forces to teach financial stability classes at Sweeny Primary School. 
Five sessions included coin recognition, how to earn, budget and save 
money, the difference between needs and wants, and the value of a 
garden. Pictured are the Pre-K and Kindergarten classes of Misses 
Flores, Sealy and Stratton.

Students learn about financial stability

Bruce Robison, Kelly Willis at Alvin Live

Country Music stars Bruce Robison and Kelly Willis performed to a packed 
K-219 Studio during the Alvin Live Summer Concert Series on June 9. The 
married duo performed their best hits for the crowd and then visited with fans 
and signed autographs after the concert. Country singer/songwriter Libby 
Koch will perform the next concert of the series on July 14. Tickets are $40 
or $250 for a table of four. Call (281) 756-3600. To purchase tickets online, 
visit www.alvincollege.edu/AlvinLive.
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register now for 
summer & fall

courses 
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979.230.3000 www.brazosport.edu/register


