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Dow Texas Operations announces Title Sponsorship  
of the 40th annual Dow Firecracker 4

FREEPORT – One of the most 
exciting athletic events in the Brazo-
sport area now has a new name. 

Dow is proud to announce a newly 
formed partnership with the Lake 
Jackson-Freeport Area Triathletes 
(LJFAT) and will be the title sponsor 
of the annual Dow Firecracker 4.  
The year 2014 marks the 40th year 

this popular race has been held on 
Independence Day at Dunbar Park 
in Lake Jackson.

“Dow is excited about this new 
partnership with LJFAT and the 
opportunity to promote health 
and wellness in the Brazosport 
community,” said Dow community 
relations manager Gabriella Cone. 

“This race is a great way for families 
to kick-off the July 4th holiday while 
cheering on the racers as they cross 
the finish line.” 

The 4-mile run and 2-mile walk 
has grown from nine runners when it 
was first held in 1974 to a little more 
than 300 participants in 2013. The 
BASF Kids Run was added more 

than 10 years ago and continues 
to be popular among children ages 
12 and under. One thing that hasn’t 
changed is the shaded race course 
that meanders through old-town 
Lake Jackson and ends at Dunbar 
Park. As participants cross the finish 
line, they’ll have an opportunity to 

(Continue on Page 8)

The Brazosport Health Foundation received a gift from the Wright Family 
Foundation for $100,000. 

The large gift will be used to support community healthcare as part of 
the $5 million Cornerstone of Caring Capital Campaign, assisting with the 
$15.25 million campus upgrade for Brazosport Regional Health System.

The Wright Family Foundation is a private family foundation established 
in 1997 to provide funding in support of community, education, health, social 
needs and the arts. Initial funding for the foundation was provided with a 
generous donation from SI Group, Inc. (formerly Schenectady International, 
Inc.). The Wright Family Foundation supports projects where SI Group is 
located in the United States.

“We are pleased to support BRHS with this gift and to assist with the 
total campus upgrade that ensures our community has local quality medical 
services,” said Gary Crabtree, Operations Director of SI Group in Freeport.

Bruce Meyers, M.D., and Jacque Cundieff, Co-Chairs of the Cornerstone 

Wright Family Foundation donates 
$100,000 to advance local healthcare

 Pictured left to right: Dr. Bruce Meyers, Co-Chair of Cornerstone of 
Caring Capital Campaign; Doug Wright, SI Quality Assurance Manager; 
Gary Crabtree, SI Operations Director; Judith Pepper, Executive 
Director of Brazosport Health Foundation; Greg Brooks, SI Production 
Manager, and Al Guevara, President and CEO of Brazosport Regional 
Health System.

(Continued  on Page 5)
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Free ticket winners announced
We once again have received hundreds of entry coupons from readers 

for a chance to win a pair of free Schlitterbahn tickets to the Galveston 
Island waterpark.

We have drawn at random the eight winners, who will be mailed two 
tickets each.Thank you all for entering the contest. We are planning sev-
eral more this year, so keep reading The Bulletin.

The winners are: Mary Miller of Lake Jackson, who picked up the 
paper at Valero; Marge Hunting of Alvin, who picked it up at Kroger; 
Corri Culp of Brazoria, who got a copy at Stewarts; Marcy Rodriguez of 
Angleton, who picked up The Bulletin at Whataburger; Carolyn Logan of 
West Columbia, who read us at Smithharts; Alan Ferrell of West Colum-
bia, who also got his copy at Smithharts; Clayton Solar of Angleton, who 
picked it up at Whataburger; and Elizabeth Martinez of Pearland, who 
got The Bulletin at the Stephen F. Austin Community Health Network in 
Alvin. Congratulations to all the winners.

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

The woman at the laundromat 
waited for me. I was running late, 
but she knew I was coming.

“Did you bring it?” she asked.
Yes I did. How much do you 

need?
“Everything you have.”
We walked to my van, and I 

opened the door. Her eyes lit up. 
“That’s perfect,” she said as she 
grabbed the week-old Bulletins 
out of the van.

How is 
your puppy 
doing, I 
asked.

“She is 
fine,” she 
answered. 
“These 
papers are 
perfect. I just 

about have her trained.”
The woman waited for me two 

weeks in a row at the laundro-
mat. She got enough newspa-
pers to train an entire kennel of 
dogs.

This is one reason I do a route 
each week, and why I make my 
living “newspapering.”

I choose to put out my own 
paper in some areas because I 
like this type of interaction. It is a 
humbling experience, and at the 
same time, rewarding.

This is one reason why news-
papers will survive, no matter 

ROUNDABOUT

Join the World’s Largest Swim Lesson
Angleton Parks & Recreation Center will host a free event on June 20 at 

9:30 a.m. as the city takes part in the World’s Largest Swim Lesson. The 
lesson takes place at 10 a.m. sharp, part of an effort to set a new Guiness 
World Record and teach children how to swim. Drowning is the leading 
cause of unintended injury-related death of children ages 1 to 5. Free hot-
dogs will be served afterward. Register at the center, or online, or call (979) 
549-0410, and push option 5, for more information.  
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YOU MEAN TO TELL ME THIS WAS ILLEGAL, OFFICER? A man 
was observed by his neighbors staging a burglary at his own home in 
Tampa, Fla., at 6:30 in the morning. Armed with this information, the 
police soon got him to admit what he had done. So he told them that he 
did it because his wife was insisting that he go to work, but that he didn’t 
want to. He told deputies that he didn’t think he could be arrested for it. 
This proved incorrect.

HI HONEY, HOW WAS YOUR FLIGHT?: A man and a woman were 
charged with engaging in sexual hanky-panky on an Air Canada flight 
from Toronto to Halifax, Nova Scotia. It was not known if the couple had 
previously known each other, but the man’s wife was at the airport to 
greet him when he was taken off the plane.

SO LET’S JUST SAY “PROBABLY”: A man was brought into court 
for stealing a bottle of wine from a liquor store in Dudbridge, England. He 
testified that he didn’t remember committing the crime, but admitted that it 
sounds like something he would do.

ZOMBIE! RUN! A man who had been involved in a serious car acci-
dent in Durban, South Africa, was declared dead at the scene and taken 
to a government mortuary where he suddenly started breathing and woke 
up. Morgue attendants were so frightened that they ran away and had to 
be treated for shock.

I GOT AWAY WITH IT THIS TIME … WAIT, WHAT? A woman, who 
was ordered not to drink as a requirement for her probation on a DUI 
conviction in Westlake, Mich., was brought in for a random breathalyzer 
test a day after she had, in fact, been drinking. She was so happy that 
she passed that she went on Facebook and bragged about it, resulting in 
her arrest.

OBJECTION NOTED: A lady, involved in a dispute with another 
woman over a man, showed up at her Philadelphia home with her mother 
and eight other women, smashed her window with a baseball bat and 
poured a box of rats inside the house.

MOVE ASIDE, SIR! A woman wearing a black hoodie, baseball 
cap and sunglasses tried to rob the pharmaceutical department at the 
Walgreen’s in Broken Arrow, Okla, at ten o’clock at night. She was so 
intent on her mission that she walked right past a veteran uniformed 
police officer who happened to be shopping there at the time. This one 
ended as you might expect.

YES, I SEEM TO HAVE FORGOTTEN SOMETHING: A man, who 
dropped off his rental car at Newark Airport, forgot to remove the 250 
bags of heroin that he had hidden under the dashboard. But then he went 
back to claim the drugs at the lost-and-found the next day. After he filled 
out the appropriate forms, police came out and arrested him.

HEH, HEH, THEY’LL NEVER CATCH ME NOW: A man awaiting trial 
in Anchorage went to a hardware store, where he cut off his ankle moni-
tor, and then boarded a plane for Hawaii. The police in Alaska got wind of 
this immediately and arranged for the cops in Maui to meet his plane.

By Jerry Hirsch
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

Get ready for the monster ’Vette. 
Chevrolet plans to unleash a 650-
horsepower Corvette Z06 late this 
year.

The automaker said it will be 

among the few cars with more than 
600 horses that you can buy at a 
dealership in the United States. It 
will be the most powerful produc-
tion car ever from General Motors, 
Chevy’s corporate parent.

GM is already comparing the 

Z06 to supercars such as the V-12-
powered Ferrari F12 Berlinetta and 
the Porsche 911 Turbo S. It will 
have a zero-to-60-mph time under 
3.5 seconds.

The Z06’s LT4 supercharged 
6.2-liter, V-8 engine produces 650 
horsepower at 6,400 rpm and 650 
pound-feet of torque at 3,600 rpm, 
GM claims. Torque is a measure 
for the pulling power of an engine. 

“The engine also puts the 
new Corvette Z06 on par with 
the most powerful supercars 
offered in America, while deliver-
ing performance with impeccable 
manners that make it suitable for 
daily driving,” said Steve Kiefer, 
vice president of GM powertrain 
engineering.

GM engineers say that like the 
standard engine introduced in the 
2014 Corvette Stingray — the sev-
enth generation of the sports car 
— the LT4 is compact and light, 
giving it among the highest power 
densities for an engine of its size.

Chevrolet set to unleash 650-horsepower Corvette Z06 supercar

Deal of the week: Inexpensive advertising that works is our specialty. 
Call (979) 849-5407 and see for yourself.
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Deal of the week: Inexpensive advertising that works is our specialty. 
Call (979) 849-5407 and see for yourself.

E-mail your community 
announcements to 

john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
We run all e-mailed 

notices, but do not accept 
faxed notices or notices 

sent by regular mail. Email 
photos as is. We’ll convert 
them here for publication.

A month without booze
Q.  Fourteen “New Scientist” 

magazine staffers recently decided 
to participate in a study on the 
effect of giving up drinking for a full 
month.  Ten of them abstained from 
alcohol, and the other four served 
as the control group, not changing 
their drinking habits at all.  What 
happened?

A.  Although there were no 
significant changes among the 
four “normal” drinkers, the “dry-
month” group showed improved 
metabolic numbers linked to the 
liver and overall health, says the 
magazine. They also reported 
that sleep quality improved 10% 
and wakefulness 9.5%, ratings of 
concentration soared 18%, and 
work performance increased 17%.  
According to medical researchers at 

University College London Medical 
School (UCLMS), for some of the 
ten, their brief period of abstinence 
tended to carry over beyond the test 
period.  Yet study leader Rajiv Jalan 
cautioned about potential bias in 
self reports.

Adds UCLMS consultant Kevin 
Moore:  “What you have is a pretty 
average group of British people 
who would not consider themselves 
heavy drinkers, yet stopping drink-
ing for a month altered liver fat, 
cholesterol and blood sugar and 
helped them lose weight.  If some-
one had a health product that did all 
of that in one month, they would be 
raking it in.”

The only negative was that the 
dry-month folks reported less social 
contact, the magazine says.

These flowers can eat 
sheep

Q.  When in the presence of a 
certain carnivorous flower, would 
behaving sheepishly help save your 
skin?  

A.  Not if the flower is a Chilean 
“Puya chilensis” and if behaving 
sheepishly means behaving like a 
sheep, says “Mental Floss” maga-
zine.  The monstrous flower, which 
can take 20 years to bloom, has 

razor-sharp spines for ensnaring 
small animals like birds and, yes, 
sheep.  The animals that wander 
too close to the plant can’t wriggle 
free and eventually starve to death.  
“The process ain’t pretty,” but as the 
victims decompose, they fertilize the 
soil and provide needed nourish-
ment for the aptly named “sheep-
eater.”

Snakes that can eat you 
regardless of size

Q.  Imagine if you could eat a 
270-pound hamburger with no 
hands and no implements, and 
that made up a third of your annual 
energy budget.  Then who might 
“you” be?

A.  Likely a Burmese python, 
which eats only three to five times 
a year, strangling prey 15 times 
its size, says Cornell herpetologist 
and snake-lover Harry Greene, as 
reported by Elizabeth Pennisi in 
“Science” magazine.  Greene has 
tracked down bushmasters, rattlers 
and more in 30 countries; once in 
a Brazilian swamp, he brushed up 
against a green anaconda as long 
as a mid-size car.

The king cobra, largest venom-
ous snake in the world at 4 meters 
long (some 13 feet), has developed 
a fearsome venom of 73 peptides 
and proteins that swiftly immobi-
lize and kill its prey, mostly other 
snakes.  (Actually, 100,000 humans 
die of snake bites every year.)  
Prey-crushing pythons (they don’t 
have venom) can go without food 
for months; when they do finally 
eat, their kidney, liver and gut can 
double in size in a matter of days, 
and their metabolic rate increases 
40 times over.

“A lot of people think of snakes as 
these simple tubes,” adds evolu-
tionary biologist David Pollock at 
the University of Colorado School 
of Medicine, but they’ve actually 
adapted in many impressive ways.  

As Pennisi sums it up, “Snakes 
have slithered their way through 
oceans and across all the conti-
nents, save Antarctica; their 3,000 
species have infiltrated nearly every 
conceivable habitat from termite 
mounds to rainforest canopies.”

(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)
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History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

June 17: ON THIS DATE in 1967, China became the fourth nation to 
detonate a hydrogen bomb. In 1972, five burglars were arrested inside 
offices of the Democratic National Committee at the Watergate complex in 
Washington.

June 18: ON THIS DATE in 1815, British and Prussian troops defeated 
the French under Napoleon Bonaparte at Waterloo, Belgium. In 1873, Susan 
B. Anthony was fined $100 for attempting to vote for president.

June 19: ON THIS DATE in 1586, English colonists sailed for home from 
Roanoke Island, N.C., after failing to establish England’s first permanent 
settlement in America. In 1862, slavery was outlawed in U.S. territories.

June 20: ON THIS DATE in 1837, Queen Victoria ascended the British 
throne following the death of her uncle, King William IV. She reigned for 63 
years. In 1963, the United States and the Soviet Union signed an agreement 
to set up a “hot line” between the two superpowers.

June 21: ON THIS DATE in 1788, the U.S. Constitution went into effect as 
New Hampshire became the ninth state to ratify it. In 1982, a jury in Wash-
ington, D.C., found John Hinckley Jr. not guilty by reason of insanity in the 
shootings of President Reagan and three other men.

June 22: ON THIS DATE in 1972, President Nixon and his chief of staff, 
H.R. Haldeman, discussed a plan to use the CIA to obstruct the FBI’s Water-
gate investigation. (Revelation of the tape recording of this conversation later 
fueled the impeachment move against Nixon.)

Answer to last week’s question: This week in 1893, Lizzie Borden was 
acquitted on charges of murdering her father and stepmother with a hatchet 
at their home in New Bedford, Mass.

This week’s question: Who was commander of the U.S. Army’s 7th 
Cavalry, which lost 220 men in an attack by Sioux and Cheyenne warriors at 
Little Big Horn in Dakota Territory in 1876?

Find out about 
coconut oil’s 

surprising 
benefits

By Jessica Yadegaran
Contra Costa Times (MCT)

It can illuminate skin and hair.
It can boost metabolism.
It can even aid in killing bacteria 

— all while keeping you smelling like 
the tropics.

Coconut oil, that goopy saturated 

fat, is having its moment in the 
superfood spotlight.

Conventional thought used to 
consider coconut oil unhealthy; now 
that research is proving otherwise, 
people are increasingly interested 
in reaping its benefits. For starters, 
coconut oil fats contain metabolism-
boosting medium chain triglycerides 

(MCTs) and lauric acid, which has 
antimicrobial effects and may be able 
to increase good (HDL) cholesterol 
in the blood, according to recent 
studies published by the National 
Institutes of Health.

Practitioners of Ayurveda, the 
ancient Indian tradition of medicine, 
are particularly familiar with the 
effects of coconut oil.

“Coconut has been part of Indian 
food and culture for thousands of 
years and has a natural affinity to 
heal the body,” says Jay Apte, a 
doctor of Ayurveda, which focuses 
on diet and balanced lifestyle to heal 

the body.
“But now that Dr. Oz and Deepak 

Chopra talk about it, more people 
are listening,” says Apte, who holds 
a master’s degree in pharmacology 
and sees patients at her Ayurveda 
and Panchakarma Center in Moun-
tain View, Calif.

The National Institutes of Health 
studies should prompt more discus-
sion in Western medical circles. One, 
released in December, shows that 
virgin coconut oil could help control 
cases of the stubborn Clostridium dif-
ficile, an antibiotic-resistant diarrhea 
usually acquired in a hospital.
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of Caring Capital Campaign, 
received the check from Gary 
Crabtree.  “This is a wonderful tes-
tament to and acknowledgement 
of the incredible staff work that is 
performed day in and day out at 
our hospital,” remarked Jacque 
Cundieff.

Brazosport Health Foundation 
is seeking donations from other 
foundations, corporate industry 
partners and local community 
members to help raise the remain-
ing $2,000,000 of the campaign. 
As a non-profit organization, donor 
support helps Brazosport Regional 
invest in advanced technology, 

equipment and facilities to provide 
each patient with excellent and 
compassionate care.  

For more information about 
giving to the Capital Campaign, 
please call (979) 297-6190 or 
visit www.Brazosport-Health-
Foundation.org.

(Continued from Page 1)

Wright Family Foundation donates $100,000 
to advance local healthcare

Brazosport Regional Volunteers 
donated $45,940 to Brazosport 
Health Foundation for new treat-
ment and healthcare services. 
The check was presented to the 
Foundation at the volunteer annual 
luncheon at St. Michael’s Catholic 
Church.

The Volunteers hold community 

fundraisers throughout the year to 
raise money to donate to the hospi-
tal. Proceeds from the Gift Shop at 
Brazosport Regional are donated to 
the hospital as well.

 “This gift is the largest lump 
sum the volunteers have donated,” 
said Judith Pepper, Brazosport 
Health Foundation. “With the large 

donation, the volunteers have given 
more than $1 million since 1961. 
We are grateful to have a dedicated 
group of people who donate their 
time to raise money for the com-
munity hospital.”

This year, the money is desig-
nated for a hematology analyzer for 
Laboratory Services and a sports 

art treadmill for Outpatient Rehab. 
Each year, donations from the 
volunteers, corporate partners, and 
generous individuals help the hospi-
tal provide excellence in healthcare 
to the Brazosport Community.

The dedicated team of volunteers 
is made up of community members 
who share their talents, abilities, 

and experiences to make a differ-
ence in someone’s life! They are 
currently looking for additional mem-
bers to join the group. If you are 
interested in becoming a member 
of the volunteer family, please call 
(979) 285-1185 or visit the website 
at www.BrazosportRegional.org/
Volunteers.

Pictured from left: Kathy Wilson, President of Brazosport Regional 
Volunteers; Chuck Jeffress, Executive Vice-President and Chief 
Financial Officer of Brazosport Regional; Judith Pepper, Executive 
Director of Brazosport Health Foundation.

Volunteers donate record-setting $45,000 to Brazosport Regional Health System
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Ted Cruz has formally shed his Canadian citizenship
By Todd J. Gillman
The Dallas Morning News (MCT)

WASHINGTON—Alberta-born 
Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas, has given 
up his Canadian dual citizenship. 
The renunciation became official on 
May 14, roughly 9 months after he 
learned he wasn’t only an American.

Cruz received notification by mail  
at his home in Houston.

“He’s pleased to receive the 
notification and glad to have this pro-
cess finalized,” said spokeswoman 
Catherine Frazier.

Cruz’s birth in Canada was never 

a secret. But it proved a political 
liability, with detractors taunting him 
as “Canadian Ted” and critics sug-
gesting that his birthplace made him 
ineligible to run for president.

The dual citizenship came as a 
surprise to Cruz and his parents 
when The Dallas Morning News 
reported on it last August.

The senator provided a copy of his 
Canadian birth certificate at the time.

He vowed almost immediately to 
shed his Canadian citizenship, and 
promised to tell The News first as 
soon as he succeeded.

“Nothing against Canada, but I’m 
an American by birth and as a U.S. 
senator, I believe I should be only 
an American,” he said the day of the 
initial report.

Canadian law is similar to that 
in the United States. Citizenship is 
automatic for nearly everyone born 
on the country’s soil, whether that 
person wants it or not, and without 
any need to request it.

In theory, Cruz could have 
asserted the right to vote in Canada, 
or even to run for Parliament, and 
he could have received a Canadian 
passport.
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Drones to fly into 
hurricanes to help 

improve storm 
forecasts

By Ken Kaye
Orlando Sentinel (MCT)

ORLANDO, Fla. — A bunch of 
Coyotes will be let loose in hur-
ricanes this year with the goal of 
improving intensity forecasts.

The small drones were devel-

oped after Hurricane Sandy and will 
be tested for the first time this hur-
ricane season. They’ll be launched 
into the eye of tropical systems 
to detect barometric pressure 
changes.

What they find should help the 
National Hurricane Center get a 
better handle on how strong a 
storm could become.

“It’s an innovative way to mea-
sure the atmosphere,” said Jason 
Dunion, a research meteorologist 
with the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration’s Hur-

ricane Research Division in Miami.
Weighing about seven pounds 

with a five-foot wingspan, the Coy-
otes will be dropped out of chutes 
in NOAA’s WP-3 hurricane hunter 
aircraft while 10,000 to 12,000 feet 
above the ocean.

The drone’s spring-loaded wings 
will lock into place, and its small 
electric motor will spin up, allowing 
it to fly at speeds up to 70 mph. 

Then the little plane will do what no 
other aircraft can — spend up to 
two hours spiraling around the core 
of a hurricane, allowing forecast-
ers to receive detailed information 
about its inner workings.

“You’re getting a longer snapshot 
of how pressure changes within the 
eye,” Dunion said.

While being remote-controlled 
from the WP-3, the Coyote also 

will be flown into a hurricane’s eye 
wall to find the strongest winds. 
That, too, should help the hurricane 
center improve intensity predic-
tions, with which it has struggled for 
decades.

Additionally, forecasters hope the 
Coyote will help them better antici-
pate when a hurricane might rapidly 
intensify, which could be devastat-
ing if the system is near land.
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Established in 1998

grab breakfast and ice-cold water, listen to a trumpet quartet and have a 
chance to win a door prize. 

“We are thrilled to have Dow onboard as the title sponsor of the newly 
named Dow Firecracker 4,” said race director, Andy Littleton.  “We hope to 
have a great turnout this year as we celebrate the race’s 40th anniversary 
and continue our commitment to promoting fitness in our community.”

 Registration is now open for the 4-mile run, 2-mile walk and BASF Kids 
Run.  Entrance fees are $25 in advance and $30 the day of the race. Visit 
www.ljfat.com to register for the race, or sign up to volunteer. All proceeds 
benefit the LJFAT college scholarship program and other projects which 
provide outreach and support for fitness training and events in the Brazos-
port Area. For more information about the race go to www.ljfat.com/dow-fire-
cracker-4-2/.

(Continued from Page 1)

Dow Texas Operations announces 
Title Sponsorship of the 40th annual 

Dow Firecracker 4

FREEPORT – Community members and their families have the unique 
opportunity to see Black Skimmers and their chicks up close on Saturday, 
June 28, at Dow Texas Operations’ annual Black Skimmer Open House from 
9 a.m. to noon. 

The event is free and open to the public and provides the rare chance to 
view one of the largest nesting colonies of black skimmers on the Texas Gulf 
Coast in the middle of one of the world’s largest petrochemical complexes.

There are currently about 1,500 birds at the location. Their eggs began 
hatching at the end of May so the chicks will be visible, active and adorable. 

James Heller, a member of the Texas Operations Wildlife Support Team 
(TOWST) and one of Dow’s resident skimmer experts, says it all started in 
1968 when Dow employee Maurice Garner noticed the birds nesting in the 
parking lot and put up some ropes and barricades to keep them from being 
disturbed. 

“It started out as a simple effort to protect the birds and has become one 
of the great examples of the high regard Texas Operations employees have 
for our local wildlife,” says Heller. “We’re proud to continue that tradition of 
conserving and protecting wildlife and their habitat and so having the skim-
mers back this year gives us another opportunity to promote conservation as 
a corporate and individual responsibility.” 

He adds the Black Skimmer Open House provides an exciting experience 
for everyone, from first-time bird watchers to seasoned birders.

“It is a great way to educate people about the skimmers and the impor-
tance of coastal habitat preservation,” he says. “It’s also a lot of fun to watch 
the birds and how they interact with the chicks. For many, this is the only 
opportunity they’ll ever have to see a skimmer in the wild.” 

The lower half of the skimmer’s bill is longer than the upper half and 
shaped like a flat knife blade. This allows the bird to fly just above the 
surface of the water with its lower bill skimming along the surface, picking up 
morsels of food – hence their name.

Anyone interested in attending the Skimmer Open House should arrive at 
the Dow A-41 Gate located on FM 523, approximately one mile south of the 
intersection of Highway 332 and FM 523 (watch for signs). A bus will shuttle 
visitors to the location of the colony between 9 a.m. and noon. 

For more information about the Dow Black Skimmer Open House, visitors 
can call (979) 238-4159.

Skimmers swoop in for annual 
public open house at Dow

Texas Chemical Council honors BASF with awards

Texas Award recognizes chemical 
and petrochemical companies that 
demonstrate excellence in com-
munity awareness, emergency 
response, pollution prevention and 
Responsible Care initiatives.

The Distinguished Safety Award 
recognizes TCC members whose 
safety records demonstrate commit-
ment to safe operations and overall 

improvement in safety perfor-
mance.

“These awards recognize our 
commitment to striving for excel-
lence in everything we do,” said 
Chris Witte, Senior Vice President 
of the BASF site in Freeport, 
Texas. “Community service and 
safety are priorities, and we are 
honored that the Texas Chemical 
Council recognizes our efforts 
to care for Texas and to operate 
safely, the credit goes to every 
member of our team.”

The BASF site in Freeport, 
Texas, has been recognized as 
a leader in community relations 
and safety by the Texas Chemi-
cal Council (TCC), which recently 
presented the company with its 
Excellence in Caring for Texas 
Award and Distinguished Safety 
Award.

The awards were presented at 
the annual TCC Environmental 
Health and Safety (EHS) Confer-
ence in Galveston, TX.

 The Excellence in Caring for 
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The Clarion at Brazosport Col-
lege is set to kick off its annual 
Summer Matinee Series of shows 
for children, and this year’s series-
opening show is a familiar one for 
many.

The A.D. Players will be return-
ing to The Clarion on Wednesday, 
June 18 and will be performing its 
show, “The Magician’s Nephew.” 
Showtime is scheduled for 1:30 
p.m. and tickets are $7 each.

“The Magician’s Nephew” is 
adapted from the exciting first story 
in The Chronicles of Narnia series.

The story follows Digory and his 
friend Polly who, through a pair 
of magical rings, discover new 
worlds, including Narnia at the very 
beginning of its creation. During 
their travels, they accidentally 
awaken the evil Queen Jadis, who 

follows them into Narnia, and a 
battle of good against evil begins 
as Digory seeks a healing apple to 
save his sick mother.

The “Magician’s Nephew” is 
the first of three summers shows 
that are sure to be hits with kids 
of all ages. A week after the A.D. 
Players open the series, a Clarion 
favorite, “Tom’s Fun Band” per-
forms at 1:30 p.m. on Wednesday, 
June 25. 

The series then concludes 
on July 9 with magician Lanny 
Kibbey’s first appearance at the 
Clarion.

For more information on the 
A.D. Players’ “The Magician’s 
Nephew,” other Summer Series 
shows or the purchase tickets, 
call (979) 230-3156 or visit 
Brazosport.edu.clarion.

The Clarion’s Summer Matinee Series 
kicks off with the A.D. Players

Photo by Bara Photography

AUSTIN, Texas––This summer, the Texas Historical Commission’s 
(THC) state historic sites are participating in the Blue Star Museums 
program that gives active military personnel and their families free admis-
sion to museums and historic sites. 

The program, coordinated by the National Endowment for the Arts 
(NEA), began Memorial Day and lasts through Labor Day (September 1).

More than 1,800 museums in all 50 states are taking part in the initia-
tive, the fifth consecutive year of the program. 

The program is a collaboration of the NEA, Blue Star Families, the 
Department of Defense, and museums and state agencies such as the 
THC. A number of the THC’s historic sites are dedicated to preserving 
the memory of military service in Texas, such as the National Museum of 
the Pacific War in Fredericksburg and Fannin Battleground in Fannin.

Blue Star Families is a national, nonprofit network of military families 
from all ranks and services, including guard and reserve, with a mission 
to support, connect, and empower military families. For more information, 
and to learn which museums are participating, visit www.arts.gov/blue-
starmuseums.

For more information about the THC’s Historic Sites program, visit 
www.texashistoricsites.com or contact (512) 463-7948.

THC’s historic sites offer free entry to 
military personnel throughout summerAUSTIN, Texas––On June 19, 

1865, almost two years after the 
Emancipation Proclamation was 
issued in 1863, Union Gen. Gordon 
Granger made the announcement 
in Galveston that slavery had ended 
in Texas. Nearly 150 years later, a 
dedication ceremony will be held 
in the same city to commemorate 
an Official Texas Historical Marker 
honoring Juneteenth by the Texas 

Historical Commission (THC), the 
Galveston County Historical Com-
mission, and the Galveston Histori-
cal Foundation.

The ceremony will be held at 10 
a.m. on June 21 at the intersection 
of 22nd Street and The Strand. The 
public is invited to attend the event, 
which features state and local digni-
taries speaking about the historical 
significance of the announcement.

The THC’s heritage travel guide, 
African Americans in Texas: A 
Lasting Legacy, serves as a helpful 
tool for celebrating Juneteenth 
throughout the state. Showcas-
ing 79 sites in Texas, the booklet 
explores African American heritage 
through powerful tales of survival 
and innovation, as well as the 
impact of civil rights, and religious, 
political, and other inspirational 
leaders. The publication contains 
a detailed chronological introduc-
tion to African American history in 
Texas, a multi-page timeline, and 
nine thematic sidebars on topics 
such as education, freedmen’s com-
munities, agriculture, and Buffalo 
Soldiers. The companion website, 
www.africanamericansintexas.co
m, features sites highlighted in the 
booklet, as well as maps, a photo 
gallery, additional sites not included 
in the booklet, and travel planning 
resources.

Statewide, Juneteenth is 
celebrated annually on June 19, 
following the Texas Legislature’s 
passage of an act declaring it a 
state holiday in 1979. To learn more 
about Juneteenth celebrations 
occurring in your community, visit 
www.juneteenth.com. To download 
a copy of the THC brochure, African 
Americans in Texas: A Lasting 
Legacy, visit www.africanamericansi
ntexas.com.

Historical marker dedication in Galveston to honor Juneteenth
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Seven Alvin Community College Dual Degree graduates from Turner High 
School in Pearland received their high school diplomas on June 5, three 
weeks after they received their Associate Degree.

This is the first class of a growing program at Turner, which now has more 
than 200 students enrolled in the Dual Degree program. Dual degree stu-
dents work towards an Associate’s Degree by taking high school and college 
classes simultaneously.

“Thirty percent of our student body has a goal to complete the entire 
associate’s degree prior to high school graduation,” Turner Principal Dr. 
Jennifer Morrow said. “We expect to have larger and larger groups of dual 
degree graduates in the years to come.”

The graduates this year at Turner were Priscilla Chuong, Nicolas Deland, 
Daniel Gutierrez, Jennifer Luna, Paulette Parker, Joselyn Rivera and Kayla 
Dickinson.

Turner opened its doors for the first time in 2013 as a college and career 
high school. In addition to the Dual Degree graduates, more than 400 stu-
dents are also taking dual credit courses.

ACC had its first Dual Degree graduate Thomas Schuenemann in 2008. 
The program has grown and since then more than 100 students from five 
area campuses have received their Associate Degree before their high 
school diploma. The college had a record number of graduates in 2014 with 
31 receiving their degree.

In May, the ACC Dual Credit Department hosted its first annual Turner 
Collegiate Honors Award Ceremony. Dean of Academic Programs Dr. Drew 
Nelson spoke to the graduating seniors being recognized for having 30 or 
more college hours, along with the dual degree graduates. He said their 
achievements required dedication and Turner is an excellent, “mission-ori-
ented” campus.

“You have laid a track record of success,” he said. “And you’ll build on that 
success.”

In addition, the Director of Dual Credit, Akilah Martin, thanked the students 
for “taking the challenge to be college students while in high school” and “for 
allowing Alvin Community College to be part of their educational journey”.

Mrs. Martin believes that the dual credit program and number of dual 
degree graduates will continue to increase as families seek information 
about the program and learn how beneficial participation in the program is 
financially and academically.

ACC advisor Gwendolyn Burgess said she is proud to see how much the 
Dual Degree program has excelled at Turner.

“The program at Turner opened its doors with record numbers,” Burgess 
said. “Students and parents were enthusiastic about the opportunity the 
program brought.”

To learn more about Dual Degree or Dual Credit, call (281) 756-3726 
or visit www.alvincollege.edu/dualcredit. You can also receive dual credit 
updates by following the department on Twitter @alvindualcredit.

ACC graduates first class at Turner
Seniors receive Associates Degree before 

graduating high school
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Seek new friends who won’t lead you into temptation
My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Q: I guess I just don’t have any backbone. I promise God I’m not 
going to do something I know is wrong, but then I get with my friends 
and before I know it I’m doing it. I hate being such a weak person. Will I 
always be this way? - M.H.

  A: No, you won’t necessarily always be this way if you face your 
problems and sincerely seek God’s help to overcome them. The Bible 
says, “The Lord is my strength... my heart trusts in him, and he helps me” 
(Psalm 28:7).

  Your real problem (at least in part) is that you desperately want other 
people to like you, and you’re afraid your friends won’t like you and will 
turn against you if you don’t do what they do. To refuse to go along with 
them would be the same thing as telling them they’re wrong and you’re 
right, and you fear they’d reject you as a result.

  And you may be right; they might reject you. But if so, then they aren’t 
really your friends. True friends would care what happens to you, but they 
don’t. In other words, they’re tearing you down by pressuring you into 
doing what they do, and that isn’t true friendship. The Bible warns, “Do 
not be misled: ‘Bad company corrupts good character’” (1 Corinthians 15:
33).

  Begin by asking Jesus to come into your life, to forgive your sins and 
help you live the way you should. Then realize that you now belong to 
Him, and He is with you and will be your friend forever. Then ask Him to 
help you find new friends, friends who love God, and will encourage you 
and help you confront your temptations and grow strong in your faith.

AUSTIN— Recent surveys in 
Texas for white-nose syndrome, 
a devastating fungal disease that 
has killed more than six million 
bats across eastern North America, 
found no evidence of the disease in 
the state.

Bat Conservation International 

conducted the surveys through a 
grant from the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department and in coopera-
tion with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice and the University of California 
in Santa Cruz. 

Samples to test for the presence 
of the fungus that causes WNS 

were taken from caves in parts of 
the Texas Panhandle. This region 
was identified to be the most sus-
ceptible to harboring the disease. 
The tested caves were in Childress, 
Cottle, and Hardeman counties.

BCI biologists swabbed cave 
walls and individual bats for the 
fungus. The majority of bats 
sampled were cave myotis, though 
Townsend’s big-eared bats, tri-col-
ored bats, and big brown bats were 
also encountered. This Texas effort 
is part of a larger national effort to 
monitor the spread of WNS as it 
continues to move westward across 
the United States.

In addition, a sample from 
Oklahoma that preliminary tests 
indicated was positive for the fungus 
responsible for causing WNS, has 
now been confirmed to be from a 
similar but harmless fungus. This 
was the only possible occurrence of 
WNS in Oklahoma and the state has 
now been removed from the list of 
areas with confirmed or suspected 
WNS.  The nearest confirmed 
occurrence of WNS to Texas is now 
in north-central Arkansas.

Good news for Texas bats – no sign of killer disease here Care packages in the mail for soldiers 

Volunteers for Military Moms & Wives of Brazoria County took 
over the Angleton Post Office last week and sent out about 3,000 
care packages at a cost of about $40,000 to area soldiers stationed 
overseas. To learn more about the group, go to militarymomsand
wives.org.
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Look for us on 
Facebook

what the naysayers profess about 
electronic and social media taking 
over.

“Newspapers will go the way of 
the horse and buggy,” someone 
said to me a while back. “You need 
to get into another business.”

Really? I like to see anyone try to 
potty train a puppy using an iPad.

Newspapers are great for a lot 
of things, including reading. I don’t 
care what happens to The Bulletin 
after someone picks it up. They 
are bound to look at some parts of 
it before cleaning that window, or 
wrapping that fish.

You can even deliver babies in 
them because they are basically 
germ free as they come off the 
press and get bundled for distribu-
tion.

If you have watched old movies, 

you know what I’m talking about. 
The baby is about to be born in the 
taxi cab, and they start yelling for 
hot water and a newspaper. The 
baby after being born, is wrapped in 
the paper.

Try wrapping that newborn in an 
iPad.

I saw a photo of a dog in a 
shelter that was standing on a 
newspaper inside the cage. I hope 
it got adopted and the newspaper-
lined cage was replaced by the new 
owner’s couch. But the newspaper 
once again played an important role 
in dog hygiene.

The woman with the new puppy 
did not greet me at the laundromat 
on the third week. I assume that her 
cute little pit bull finally was trained.

“Do you have any leftover 
papers?” someone else asked as I 
pulled up to a restaurant.

I have some. I just started the 
route. Haven’t taken back all that 
much.

“I’m moving and need to wrap up 
my dishes.”

I gave her everything I had. Try 
wrapping your dishes in an iPad.

As long as we have trees, we’ll 
have newspapers, and other 
printed materials, like books. It’s 
made from a renewable resource. 
There is not much renewable in 
that electronic gadget with the 
bright screen.

It’s time to fire up that barbecue 
pit. I need a few old issues to get 
that charcoal started. There goes 
my column, up in smoke. I already 
read it, though.

Try starting that fire with your 
iPad. Don’t. It’s too expensive. The 
Bulletin is free.

Keep reading newspapers for the sake of your puppy
(Continued from Page 1)
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 Home to Iran’s Iron Age Museum
7 Like some closet findings?
15 Time’s 1986 Woman of the Year
16 Float, in a way
17 Mix up
18 The Joker or The Penguin
19 Steep-angle shot
20 Kuala Lumpur native
21 Sailor’s direction

22 Hero who first appeared in 1912
24 Needle point?
25 Hustles
27 Card, e.g.
28 Shorten, maybe
30 Jellyfish relatives
32 Year in Nero’s reign
33 University of Wyoming city
34 Guatemalan currency, or the 
colorful bird it’s named for

38 Capital of 35-Down
39 Ratatouille ingredient
40 Quaker in the woods
43 Next in line
44 Revival figs.
45 STARZ competitor
46 Tapped trees
48 Risk
49 Waits
52 Bit of wisdom
54 How World Series winners 
celebrate
55 Jazz pianist Hancock
56 Not anymore
57 Like some biblical boarders
58 Play areas
59 Directs

Down
1 Monument on the Yamuna River
2 Maker of FlavorSplash beverages
3 Piece of crummy advice
4 Kids
5 Sound, maybe
6 Ballet-dancing Muppet
7 Lowlifes
8 Defensive fiber
9 2-Down alternative
10 Water __
11 LAX listings
12 One seeking the way?
13 Not tense
14 “Camelot” lyricist
20 1957 R&B chart-topper inspired 
by a schoolteacher
23 Hall of fame
26 Urban air problem
28 Paris preposition
29 Graceful
31 It might be a warning
32 Money
34 Bee output
35 Hwange National Park setting
36 Preceding
37 Dragging
39 Gentle breezes
40 Agreement
41 1862 battle site
42 Distillery waste
43 1980s middleweight champ
46 One in a humming swarm
47 Beat
50 Column-lined walkway
51 Fair sight
53 Deco pseudonym
55 Presley’s “__ Latest Flame”
(c)2014 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC. Boggle Answers

GOPHER  RACCOON  ALPACA  BADGER  WALRUS  BABOON

In memory of Greg Wilkinson
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: JUMBO  FLOUR  GIMLET  PEOPLE
Answer: How the trail walkers described the sky on a clear day -- “BLUE-TIFUL”

Bulletin  Horoscope
Tribune Content Agency

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Get 
stoked. Your passions may be stirred 
by a new enthusiasm or challenges 
in the first half of the week, but don’t 
let them boil over. Keep your temper 
in check and wait to make changes 
and decisions.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): A 
token of love doesn’t need to cost a 
lot. Gentle, harmony loving Venus is 
in your sign and may stir up feelings 
of affection. Romantic overtures get 
a better reception late in the week.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Judi-
ciously reserve judgment. You could 

make critical mistakes in the first half 
of the week. Wait until everything 
simmers down before you make 
irrevocable decisions or life altering 
changes. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Cold 
hard facts clear the air. Balance the 
checkbook or perform other detail 

oriented tasks early in the week. 
Exercise thrift this week and you 
will be sure to maintain a handle on 
financial security.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): A little self-
discipline goes a long way. You may 
not be able to control circumstances 
or other people, but you can control 
yourself. Both good habits and small 
economies pay off this week.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Spare 
the rod and spoil the child. Your 
inner child may pine for an avenue 
of expression, but is stifled by 
restrictions this week. Bide your time 
and immerse yourself in beauty and 
refinement.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Know-
ing the difference between passion 
and love could become essential in 
the week ahead. Performing routine 
duties as agreed may show others 
that you’re true blue and reliable.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): The 
story of the “little engine that could” 
offers a valuable lesson. The most 
insurmountable obstacles can be 
conquered if you’re patient. Wait 
until the second half of the week to 

make your move.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 

21): Good sailors follow the wind. 
If the seas begin to get rough head 
for a safe harbor of familiar faces 
and places. Avoid entering into new 
contractual obligations in the week 
ahead.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
You may be challenged by ambitions 
that conflict with your relationships 
this week. Keep your promises 
and don’t be tempted to break off a 
relationship over a simple misunder-
standing.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Spinning wheels may lead to fortune 
or a fall. You may go nowhere with-
out outside help. You’re enthusiastic 
and are anxious to make a change, 
but could lose traction in the first half 
of the week.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): A 
penny saved is a penny earned. This 
isn’t the time to gamble with your 
spare change or emotions. You may 
be titillated by flirtatious experiences 
from an unexpected source this 
week.

(c) 2014 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers
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