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It’s summertime...

How to do nothing this summer
By Sharon Randall
Tribune News Service (TNS)

Coming back from the post 
office, I drove past a school. The 
parking lot sat empty, the place 
looked abandoned, like a dry well 
waiting for the rain.

Summer vacation.
The thought made me smile.
At an intersection, I stopped at 

a red light and saw something zip 
past my window: A boy, 10 or 12 
years old, in baggy shorts, T-shirt 
and tennis shoes. He sailed along 
the sidewalk on a skateboard 
— kick, glide, kick, glide — with 
his eyes, mind and fingers locked 
on a cell phone, texting.

When he stopped at the curb 
inches short of whizzing traffic, I 

whispered, “Thank you!”
He glanced up just long enough 

to see the light had changed, then 
skated across the intersection 
texting all the way.

I watched until he was almost 
out of sight. Then the car behind 
me honked, and I moved on.

Driving home, I kept think-
ing about that boy. Things have 
changed since I was his age.

Yes, I do mean in more ways 
than just the discovery of fire.

Summers in my childhood were 
spent doing ... nothing. We lived 
miles from town, surrounded by 
cow pastures and apple orchards. 
A railroad track ran past our house 
50 yards from our back door.

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

Summertime, and the livin’ is easy
Fish are jumpin’ and the cotton 

is high
Oh, your daddy’s rich and your 

ma is good-lookin’
So hush little baby, Don’t you cry
                                --Ella Fitzgerald

My favorite part of the year has 
just arrived.

I love the summer, always have, 
growing up in various countries as 

a kid, and as an adult, all 
settled down and growing 
longer in the tooth.

I look around in the 
morning, only to see no 
school buses, no kids 
standing around waiting 
for the buses, because 
this is a special time of 
the year for everyone. No 
matter how hot it gets, summertime 
is special.

It’s a mindset. Relaxation, 
although most of us still have to 
work; trips short and long; just get-
ting away mentally and physically 
for however long.

But weekend trips to places like 

Galveston are going to be 
a little crowded. I like to go 
on Sunday afternoons, or 
on a weekday if possible, 
when the crowds are 
smaller. Apparently, I’m 
not the only one who likes 
to hit the tourist spots on 
weekends.

I love hanging out in 
Brazoria County also, especially 
at Quintana Beach County Park 
or Bryan Beach. Surfside is great, 
but on peak summer weekends, 
the crowds are a little much for me. 
Every now and then, breaking away 
from the county is a great feeling.

(Continued on Page 11)
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HELP WANTED: RETAIL MERCHANDISER
Part-Time Retail Merchandiser needed to merchan-
dise Hallmark products at various retail stores in the 
Lake Jackson area. To apply, please visit:
              http://hallmark.candidatecare.com
              EOE Women/Minorities/Disabled/Veterans

MARIAH SAYS SHE DOESN’T KNOW YOU: A man broke into an 
unoccupied home in Homes Beach, Fla., at 9 in the morning, and was lis-
tening to music and calmly drinking a beer when the cops showed up. He 
told them that everything was cool, because he co-owns the house with 
singer Mariah Carey. Officers soon determined this not to be the case.

WHEW! I THINK I’LL BE SAFE HERE: A man, who stole a car in 
Issaquah, Wash., was arrested when he drove it to the parking lot of the 
Washington State Police in Bellevue.

LUCK O’ THE IRISH: A man was arrested for drunk driving in Annapo-
lis, Md., on St. Patrick’s Day after he led police (including some in a 
helicopter) on a high-speed chase and crashed into three other vehicles 
causing his own car to burst into flames. He was uninjured.

SO, I GUESS I’M OFF TO NEW SOUTH WALES: A man who has 
become violent when drunk so many times that a magistrate has barred 
him from every pub in the state of Queensland, Australia.

BUT HONEY, SHE MEANS NOTHING TO ME: A woman assaulted 
her husband when she went through his cell phone in their in Dos Palos, 
Calif., home and found pictures of another woman disrobed.

SIR, LET’S JUST SAY THERE’S ROOM FOR IMPROVEMENT HERE: 
A man, taking his driving test in England, put the car in gear and crashed 
into the driving test building. The whole thing lasted about two seconds. 
He did not pass.

THAT WASN’T ME BEFORE: A man, brandishing a knife, tried to rob a 
liquor store in Burnley, England, while wearing a zebra print onesie. The 
effort was doomed from the start as the guy had come in an hour earlier -
sans disguise - bought some booze, and had such a friendly chat with the 
clerk that he gave him a free bottle. In fact, when he came back, the clerk 
thought he was kidding. After he fled empty handed, the cops followed his 
tracks in the snow to his house.
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Let’s compare
Q.  First for some fun facts:  1. If 

the entire 4.6 billion year history of 
Earth were compressed into a 24-
hour day, the dinosaurs would have 
appeared at 22:46, and the first 
cities just a tenth of a second before 
midnight.  2. A human spermatozoa 
swimming toward its target is like 
a man in a swimming pool full of 
molasses, unable to move any part 
of his body faster than one centi-
meter per minute.  3. If the Pacific 
Ocean were drinking water, it would 
take you 960,000 trillion years to 
drink it.  

Now, can you say what literary 
device the above all make use of?

A.  Analogies, comparing familiar 
things to those unfamiliar, can help 
explain and clarify complex scientific 
ideas.  “We find it easier to reason 
by comparing the unfamiliar with the 
familiar, falling back on experience, 
looking for links between things, and 
seeking out patterns and meanings,” 
says Joel Levy in his book “A Bee in 
a Cathedral and 99 Other Scientific 
Analogies.”  Consider the bee anal-
ogy from the title:  “If an atom were 
blown up to the size of a cathedral, 
the nucleus would be no larger 
than a bee buzzing about in the 
center, while the electrons would be 
‘orbiting’ near the outermost edges.”  

As Levy explains, this tells us that 
atoms consist of 99.9% empty 
space, with a tiny nucleus and even 
tinier electrons.  “The nucleus truly 
is like ‘a bee in a cathedral.’”

Asteroid tails
Q.  It used to be said that aster-

oids are just rocks floating placidly 
out in space until two of them collide 
and obliterate each other.  Can you 
cite a few weirder views of how they 
“end” up?

A.  Some asteroids have tails, 
others break apart into chunks, and 
others still disintegrate into smears 
of dust with no obvious second 
asteroid in sight, says UCLA astro-
physicist David Jewitt, as reported 
by Shannon Palus in “Discover” 
magazine.”  Some asteroids can 
collide at speeds of 10,000 miles 
per hour -- faster than a speeding 
bullet -- grinding each other into 
trails of dust.  And in 2002, icy aster-
oid 133P Elst Pizaro was observed 
with a strange tail as it turned to 
water vapor.

More recently, asteroid P/2013 P5 
was seen “rotating itself to death, 
though scientists can’t explain what 
powers the rotation.”  And P/2013 
R3 consists of 10 separate chunks 
floating away from each other at 
1 mph.  Despite their differences, 
Jewitt believes the two are evidence 

that “small rocky asteroids might die 
by spinning apart,” yet admits that 
scientists have much left to learn.

Fog catchers
Q.  “Fog Catchers Bring Water 

to Parched Villages,” the magazine 
announced.  Fog catchers?  What’s 
that all about?

A.  Some places on Earth, though 
arid, are regularly bathed in fog, 
containing myriad tiny water drop-
lets that are carried along by the 
wind.  Think of it as an aerial sea 
flowing across the parched terrain.  
Harvesting this ethereal moisture--
for drinking, bathing or agriculture-
- requires a device known as a “fog 
catcher,” looking like an overgrown 
volleyball net so oriented that the 
prevailing winds blow through it.  
Fog droplets adhere to the fine plas-
tic mesh net, forming larger drops 
that drip down into a collection 
trough and then flow into a storage 
reservoir.

Fog catchers make sense where 
water is expensive and fog plentiful.  
For example, in the Atacama Desert 
of Chile, considered the driest 
desert on earth, experiments with 
several 48-meter (158 feet) nets 
yielded 1000 liters (264 gallons) of 
fresh water per day.  The non-profit 
organization FogQuest has been 
installing fog catchers for many 
years to “bring water to parched 
villages” (from FogQuest.org and 
other online sources). 
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)
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Even in this digital social media world, yearbooks remain a popular choice among students
By Karen Ann Cullotta
Chicago Tribune (TNS)

CHICAGO — Huddling in the 
hallways and sprawling out on the 
lawn of the Prospect High School 
campus, in suburban Mount Pros-
pect, Ill., hundreds of teenagers 
set aside their smartphones and 
tablets in favor of poring over the 
glossy pages of their high school 
yearbooks.

“With social media, the pictures 
and messages we post kind of go 

up, and then they go away,” said 
senior Caroline Chengary, 18, 
editor-in-chief of the 2015 Prospect 
yearbook, “Crest,” which was distrib-
uted to students recently.

“I always loved looking at my 
mom’s old high school yearbooks. 
… It’s the one tangible thing from 
high school that you can keep with 
you, and look back at when you’re 
older,” she said.

Many of today’s teens are 
tethered to their digital gadgets and 
rarely crack a magazine or even 
a traditional, hardcover textbook. 
Yet students, teachers and industry 
experts say high school yearbooks 
remain surprisingly popular among 
the so-called digital natives of the 

Snapchat generation.
Printed products have continued 

a downward spiral with the surge 
of digital technology. Yet despite 
a decline in spending per pupil on 
yearbooks, revenue on the publica-
tions nationwide has held steady for 
the past five years, in part because 
of an increase in student enrollment, 
according to a 2014 report from IBIS 
World, a market research firm.

“We’ve tried digital yearbooks, but 
we’ve found that there’s something 
very central to people looking 
through a hard-copy yearbook, to 
actually feel the book in your hand,” 
said Kelvin Miller, corporate vice 
president of Lifetouch, a chain of 
portrait studios that also produces 

yearbooks.
“With a high school yearbook, all 

you need to look at it are your two 
human eyes, and that will stay the 
same 100 years from now,” Miller 
said.

That’s not to say the yearbook 
hasn’t evolved.

Murad Velani, chief operating 
officer at Jostens, a Minneapolis 
company that has published year-
books for 65 years, said some high 
schools are incorporating a digital 
technology known as “augmented 
reality” into their hard-copy year-
books.

The technology uses an app to 

tag print photos with digital links to 
videos of special events, like prom 
or a winning football game, he said.

Still, Velani said many contem-
porary teens seem to appreciate 
a yearbook’s vintage appeal and 
permanence.

“Facebook and other kinds of 
social media have their place, but 
the messages are just fleeting 
moments in time,” Velani said.

Pete Macabobby, the yearbook 
adviser at Wheaton Warrenville 
South High School, in Chicago’s 
western suburbs, said 1,300 year-
books were sold to students this 
year for $50 apiece.
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BC’s Mathematics Bridge Academy 
aims to help improve skills

For some, mathematics skills come naturally. For others, however, math 
courses, such as Algebra I, can be among the biggest challenges upon 
entering college.

It doesn’t have to be that way. In fact, Brazosport College is helping stu-
dents get a head start toward understanding and mastering these skills.

With Brazosport College’s summer Mathematics Bridge Academy, junior 
high and high school students can develop their study skills while learning 
about the college-going culture.

The Math Bridge Academy is not only perfect for students who already 
have good math skills but are looking to step up to the next level, but also for 
those who are struggling with math. It’s also helpful for students looking for 
future career options.

Registration for the Math Bridge Academy is ongoing, and summer ses-
sions are open to any student with Algebra I needs. Each Academy session 
is a three-week program, with classes from 9 a.m. to noon or 1 to 4 p.m. on 
Monday through Thursday.

Two sessions are available to choose from, with the next Academy running 
June 29 to July 16. Another Academy is scheduled from July 20 to August 6. 
The cost to attend one of the sessions is $41.

Students can register for the Academy by visiting www.brazosport.edu/
mathbridge and registering through Brazosport College Community Educa-
tion. For more information, call (979) 230-3293 or e-mail mathbridge@brazo
sport.edu. 

Lake Jackson Emergency Medical Services (LJEMS), presented a check 
in the amount of $25,000 to Brazosport Health Foundation’s $5 million 
Cornerstone of Caring Capital Campaign.  The donation will help the campus 
upgrade project at Brazosport Regional.

Fred Ortiz, EMS Chief, and Chris Sermarini, EMS Assistance Chief, 
presented the $25,000 check to Vicki Melass, Capital Campaign Commit-
tee Member; Judith Pepper, Health Foundation Executive Director; and Al 
Guevara, Brazosport Regional President and CEO.

“I truly believe the hospital is a necessity for the entire region,” said Fred 
Ortiz, EMS Chief. “It is important that the community understands the part-
nership between the EMS agencies and Brazosport Regional. Roughly 95% 
of our patients will end up going to its ER so it makes sense to contribute so 
that our patients can receive care in the new facility.”

“Lake Jackson EMS is an important partner to Brazosport Regional’s 
emergency medical care.  We are proud to be a recipient of this $25,000 
donation to have EMS as a significant contributor to the capital campaign,” 
said Al Guevara, CEO/President of Brazosport Regional.

Visit www.Brazosport-Health-Foundation.org for more information about 
the Health Foundation or call (979) 297-6190 if you would like donate.  L-R: Al Guevara, CEO/President of Brazosport Regional; Vicki Melass, Board Secretary for Brazosport Health 

Foundation; Judith Pepper, Executive Director of Brazosport Health Foundation. Fred Ortiz, Lake Jackson EMS 
Chief, and Chris Sermarini, Lake Jackson EMS Assistant Chief.

Lake Jackson EMS Donates $25K to 
Cornerstone of Caring Capital Campaign
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Q: I need proof that I receive Medicare benefits. Where can I get a 
letter proving that?

A: If you need proof that you get Social Security benefits, Supplemen-
tal Security Income or Medicare, get an instant benefit verification letter 
online by using your personal my Social Security account. If you don’t 
receive benefits, your letter will serve as proof that you don’t receive ben-
efits. If you recently applied for benefits, the letter will make that clear as 
well. The information on your benefit verification letter will include informa-
tion that applies to your situation. You can set up your secure, personal 
my Social Security account at www.socialsecurity.gov/myaccount .
(This column was prepared by the Social Security Administration. For fast 
answers to specific Social Security questions, contact Social Security toll-free at 
800-772-1213 or visit www.socialsecurity.gov.)

How do I get proof of receiving Medicare benefits?
SOCIAL SECURITY Q&A
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Petrochemical Initiative 
(CCPI) will host a job fair on 
June 20 for prospective instruc-
tors interested in teaching 
industrial technology at colleges 
such as Alvin Community Col-
lege

Those interested in teaching 
at a community college can find 
out what is required to teach 
at a community college; talk to 
technical faculty about what it’s 
like to teach; ask questions of 
Human Resource professionals 
and apply to teach at commu-
nity college.

The Community College 
Petrochemical Initiative is a col-
laboration between nine Texas 
Gulf Coast community colleges, 
including ACC.  

The initiative aims to recruit 
and train the next generation of 

petrochemical workers.
Potential faculty members 

can apply for teaching positions 
in Analyzer Technology, Com-
puter Maintenance, Computer 
Aided Drafting & Design, Elec-
trical Technology, Engineering 
Technology, Fieldbus Technol-
ogy (Instrumentation), Instru-
mentation, Logistics and Supply 
Chain Mgt., Machine Technol-
ogy, Millwrighting, Pipefitting, 
Process Technology (Operator), 
Production Technology and 
Welding.

The event will be on Satur-
day, June 20 from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. at Houston Community 
College Southeast Learning 
HUB Building, 6815 Rustic 
Street in Houston.

For more information, visit 
www.energizehouston.org.

CCPI to host Instructor Job Fair
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The Brazoria County Library 
System will be renaming the Pear-
land Westside Library. To ensure 
the selection of the most popular 
and appropriate name, the library 
system is asking library patrons to 
assist with the selection. Voting will 
take place at the Pearland Westside 
Library throughout the month of 
June.

BCLS has two branches in the 
City of Pearland: the original branch, 
Pearland Library on Liberty Drive 
and the most recent addition to the 
library system, Pearland Westside 
Library on Business Center Drive. 
Pearland library patrons have 
expressed their dissatisfaction 
with these similar names, often 
confusing the branch locations and 

missing library events as a result. In 
response to these patron concerns, 
BCLS will be renaming the Pearland 
Westside Library.

The BCLS Marketing Committee 
considered several suggestions 
and narrowed the choice to four 
candidates: Town Center Library; 
Shadow Lake Library; The Library 
@ 288 and Westside Library. Voting 

is available to patrons of all ages.
Ballots can be cast at the 

Pearland Westside Library at 2803 
Business Center Drive, Ste. 101, 
Pearland 77584. Business hours 
are Monday, Wednesday, Friday 

and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
and Tuesday and Thursday from 10 
a.m. until 9 p.m.

 For more information, contact the 
Pearland Westside Library at (713) 
436-0995

Area residents can vote on a new name for the Pearland Westside Library through June

Army Pvt. Ryver N. Clawson has graduated from basic combat training 
at Fort Jackson, Columbia, S.C. Clawson is the daughter of Barbara and 
Terry Thompson of Angleton, and niece of David Gaubatz of Lake Jackson. 
She graduated in 2012 from Angleton High School.

Army Pvt. Lamink D. Grant has graduated from basic combat training at 
Fort Jackson, Columbia, S.C. Grant is the daughter of Deborah B. Grant of 
Oyster Creek, and granddaughter of Mae Grant of Townsend, Ga. She is a 
2013 graduate of Liberty County High School, Hinesville, Ga.

Air Force Airman 1st Class Sammie Lipscomb III graduated from basic 
military training at Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland, San Antonio. Lipscomb 
is the son of Pamela J. Lipscomb of Manvel, and brother of Kesha F. Albright 
of Houston, and Joshua D. Lipscomb of Pearland. He graduated in 2006 
from J. Frank Dobie High School, Pasadena.

News from our area men and 
women in the military 
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Galveston Bay visitors: Beware that surge in breeding birds could put more chicks at risk
Recent surveys of Galveston Bay 

rookery islands reveal almost twice 
as many nesting birds as the previ-
ous year.

 The Gulf Coast Bird Observatory 
(GCBO) says more rainfall this past 
year has eased drought conditions 
in the Houston area and provided 
better breeding conditions for birds 
in and around Galveston Bay.

This means a larger-than-normal 
influx of oystercatchers, herons, 
egrets, terns, and other bird spe-
cies is likely this breeding season, 
which starts in late spring and goes 
through summer. 

That’s why the GCBO, Audubon 
Texas, and Houston Audubon are 

reminding people it’s against the law 
to disrupt nesting birds.

“As innocent as boaters and 
beachgoers may be, they are a 
threat to the birds,” said Felipe 
Chavez-Ramirez, director of con-
servation programs for the GCBO. 
“We’ve seen footprints imprinted 
on bird nests that are built on the 
ground. But people often say they 
didn’t see the birds or the nests.”

Disruption of nesting birds can 
destroy colonies and put baby birds 
at risk. Coastal birds may raise their 
families in shrubs, clumps of grass, 
or even on the open beach. 

To help these new birds survive 
and thrive, Galveston Bay visitors 

are encouraged to pay attention to 
the signals nesting birds are send-
ing.

  If a bird is faking a broken wing 
or diving toward you on the beach, 
you are near its nest. Leave the 
area and report the location to 
wildlife authorities.

Additionally, visitors can do the 
following to avoid nesting birds:

• Move away from birds if they 

get louder, fly off their nests, or 
move away from you.

• Anchor your boat at least 50 
yards away from nesting islands. 
Kayakers and wade fishers are 
also asked to stay off these 
islands.

• Don’t leave any equipment 
behind when fishing.

• Keep pets on a leash.
• Do not bury or leave trash, 

picnic leftovers, charcoal, or fish 
scraps on the beach. They attract 
predators of chicks and eggs, such 
as grackles, raccoons, foxes, and 
laughing gulls.

• Do not set off fireworks.
If you catch someone disturbing 

or destroying a nesting colony of 
birds. you should contact the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department at 
1-800-792-GAME (4263).
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History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

June 15: ON THIS DATE in 
1215, England’s King John put 
his seal to the Magna Carta - “the 
Great Charter” - at Runnymede, 
granting his barons more liberty. 
In 1775, the Continental Congress 
voted unanimously to appoint 
George Washington head of the 
Continental Army.

June 16: ON THIS DATE in 
1903, Ford Motor Co. was incorpo-
rated. In 1961, Soviet ballet dancer 
Rudolf Nureyev defected to West 
in Paris.

June 17: ON THIS DATE in 
1967, China became the fourth 
nation to detonate a hydrogen 
bomb. In 1972, five burglars were 
arrested inside offices of the 
Democratic National Committee at 
the Watergate complex in Wash-
ington.

June 18: ON THIS DATE 
in 1815, British and Prussian 
troops defeated the French under 
Napoleon Bonaparte at Waterloo, 
Belgium. In 1873, pioneering 
suffragette Susan B. Anthony was 
fined $100 for attempting to vote 
for president.

June 19: ON THIS DATE in 

1586, English colonists sailed for 
home from Roanoke Island, N.C., 
after failing to establish England’s 
first permanent settlement in 
America. In 1862, slavery was 
outlawed in U.S. territories.

June 20: ON THIS DATE in 
1837, Queen Victoria ascended the 
British throne following the death 
of her uncle, King William IV. She 
reigned for 63 years until her death 
in 1901. In 1963, the United States 
and the Soviet Union signed an 
agreement to set up a dedicated 
“hot line” telephone connection 
between the two superpowers.

June 21: ON THIS DATE in 
1788, the U.S. Constitution went 
into effect, as New Hampshire 
became the ninth state to ratify 
it. In 1982, a jury in Washington, 
D.C., found John Hinckley Jr. not 
guilty by reason of insanity in the 
shootings of President Reagan and 
three other men.

Answer to last week’s ques-
tion: This week in 1963, the U.S. 
Supreme Court ruled that manda-
tory prayer in public schools was 
unconstitutional.

This week’s question: In 1951, 
the Soviet Union proposed a 
cease-fire in what conflict?

Texas 10-year-old entrepreneur turns Lemonade Day into a drink sold at Whole Foods
By Pamela Yip
The Dallas Morning News (TNS)

DALLAS — For a young entre-
preneur still learning about finance, 
Mikaila Ulmer has done pretty well 
for herself and her company.

Mikaila, 10, is chief executive of 
BeeSweet Lemonade, which she 
launched at age 4 1/2 after par-
ticipating in a children’s business 
competition and in Lemonade Day, 
a national program that teaches chil-
dren financial literacy by empower-
ing them to open their own business 
— a lemonade stand.

BeeSweet has been so success-
ful that Whole Foods is now carrying 
the drink, and in March, Mikaila 
accepted a $60,000 investment offer 
from Daymond John of Shark Tank 
in exchange for a 25 percent stake 
in the company.

Not bad for any young business, 
much less one launched with a 

lemonade stand.
Lemonade Day was created in 

2007 by entrepreneur Michael Hol-
thouse, co-founder of the Houston 
nonprofit organization Prepared 
4 Life. It’s inspired by lessons he 
taught his young daughter when she 
set up her first lemonade stand

Nationwide, more than 225,000 
kids from pre-kindergarten through 
high school in 35 U.S. cities partici-
pated in last year’s Lemonade Day. 
Nearly 50 cities will take part this 
year, and organizers are aiming for 
an eventual goal of 1 million lem-
onade stands in 100 cities across 
America.

The second annual Lemonade 
Day Greater Dallas was held earlier 
this month.

“There will be lemonade stands 
all across the city,” Peggy Bessel-
lieu, executive director of Lemonade 
Day Greater Dallas, said in advance 

of the event. 
“Lemonade 
Day teaches 
youth about 
financial literacy 
and the value 
of a dollar and 
offers skills they 
need to become 
successful in all 
areas of their 
lives.”

For example, 
the kids have 
to learn how to 
determine their 
costs and budget 
for production 
expenses.

“What I’ve 
seen a lot of times when we sit 
down with these kids, they want to 
do organic lemons and they want 
to have fresh raspberries in there,” 

Bessellieu said. 
“When we put 
the numbers to 
it, they realize 
they would have 
to charge about 
$7 a glass to 
make a profit.”

For Mikaila, 
the birth of 
BeeSweet 
started when 
she was 4 
and her family 
encouraged 
her to make 
a product for 
a children’s 
business 
competition and 

Lemonade Day in Austin, where she 
lives.

Then two events occurred that 
launched her brand.

“I got stung by two bees in one 
week,” Mikaila said. “I hated the 

bees. I would freak out, but my 
parents — they made me do some 
research on the bees, and from that 
research, I found out how incredibly 
important bees were to our world.”

At the same time, her great-
grandmother sent Mikaila’s family a 
1940s cookbook, which included her 
special recipe for flaxseed lemon-
ade.

“I decided to create a product that 
helped save the bees and use Great 
Granny Helen’s recipe as well,” 
Mikaila said.

“Mikaila took some license by 
adjusting the formula to make it her 
own,” said her father, Theo, whose 
title at his daughter’s company is 
“Chief Worker Bee.” “She used the 
original recipe as the basis for the 
lemonade.”

BeeSweet’s flavors include mint, 
iced tea and “Prickly Pear.” A ginger 
flavor was the idea of her 7-year-old 
brother Jacob, the No. 1 salesman 
at his sister’s company.

Mikaila Ulmer
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Seek God’s wisdom about why 
you have trouble handling money

My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Q: I know this isn’t a spiritual 
question, but I just can’t seem to 
get ahead financially. I can’t blame 
the economy because I have a 
good job and everything, but I keep 
making dumb decisions that only 
get me deeper in debt. Praying 
about it doesn’t seem to help. 
What should I do? - L.W.

A: I’ve often said that God is 
concerned about everything that 
concerns us - and that includes our 
finances. In fact, the Bible often 
speaks about our money and how 
we ought to handle it.

You say you pray about your 
financial situation, but what exactly 
are you asking God to do? Are you 
hoping He’ll just intervene some-
how and straighten out everything 
that’s gone wrong? Or are you 
asking Him instead for wisdom to 
help you understand why you’ve 
gotten into this predicament, and 
wisdom also to know what practical 

steps to take to get out of it? I 
hope it’s the latter - because that’s 
the kind of prayer God wants to 
answer.

What can you do? First, ask God 
to help you discover what you’ve 
done wrong. Part of your problem, 
I suspect, is that you’ve been 
spending unwisely, buying things 
you don’t need or can’t afford. Is it 
because you’re trying to impress 
others? Is it just to make you feel 
good? Whatever the reason, face it 
honestly, and ask God to help you 
avoid it in the future.

Then ask God to help you 
take practical steps to bring your 
finances under control. Get a 
realistic budget - and stick to it. 
Develop a systematic plan to get 
out of debt. Most of all, commit 
your money - and your entire life 
- to Jesus Christ. Jesus said, “Do 
not store up for yourselves trea-
sures on earth.... But store up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven” 
(Matthew 6:19-20).

I also like to get lost at Brazos 
Bend State Park when it’s not 
flooded.

When I sit in my backyard 
listening to the songbirds, having 
a morning coffee and reading the 
newspaper, that is where I want to 
be at that particular time, and there 
is no better place. That’s also get-
ting away.

Remember how cold it was for a 
long time in the winter? I do. I hated 
it. If I want cold, I’d live in the north-
east or high up there in Colorado, 
where it’s about 45 degrees on top 
of the mountains, even on a warm 
day.

Bring on the heat; I am ready. I 
have my thermostat set at 79, and 
no kids in the house to complain 
about how hot they are. I often 
drive my car with the sunroof open 
and the windows down and feel the 
warm breeze.

I like to swim in the Gulf of 
Mexico when the waters hit about 
85 degrees. 

One time when I was in Europe, 
I decided to go swimming in Lake 
Balaton in Hungary, at a popular 
tourist spot. The hotel clerks were 
bragging about how warm the lake 
has become because they were 
having a heatwave.

I used to swim in that lake when 
I was a little boy, and after all those 
decades, I was ready to do it again. 
In my mind, it was a historic event. 
But only in my mind.

Others who witnessed this great 
event saw me stick my foot in the 
water and heard me saying: “The 
hotel clerks are crazy. This is ice 
cold.”

Then I saw that little kids were 
having a great time in the lake, and 
I jumped in, keeping private that I 
could not breathe for a while until I 
got used to the water.

Kids can handle the cold. I see 
them all the time waiting for the 
school bus when it’s in the 40s out-
side, acting like it’s the middle of the 
summer. I have four layers of cloth-
ing on and the car heater on max, 
and these kids are rolling by on their 
skateboards, wearing T-shirts.

A Facebook friend who lives near 
the Canadian border posted recently 
that the local media was getting 
excited about the peak temperature 
prediction for the following day. It 

(Continued from Page 1)

Summertime is finally here, so get ready to relax and have fun
was supposed to hit 81.

“That’s just too hot, too early,” she 
said.

“That’s a cold front here,” I 
posted. “Get a sweater.”

Yes, the cold is for the birds, but 

not the snowbirds, who come here 
for warmth in the winter.

Time to make some more hot 
coffee and go back to the back 
porch for some peace and quiet 
– and that nice, warm breeze. 

Barbie finally slips on a pair of flats
By Lindsay Wise
McClatchy Washington Bureau (TNS)

WASHINGTON — After more than half a century, Barbie finally has 
some relief for her aching feet.

Mattel, the toy company that manufactures the iconic American doll, 
has released a line of “Fashionista” Barbies, which can wear flat-soled 
shoes for the first time.

Ever since Mattel first introduced Barbie in 1959, she’s been forced 
to hobble around in high heels. Even when you took off her stilettos or 
platform shoes, her plastic feet remained in a rigid tiptoe stance.

The 23 new “Fashionista” Barbie dolls not only have flexible ankles 
that can accommodate either heels or flats, but they also come in a more 
diverse variety: eight skin tones, 14 face shapes, 22 hairdos, 23 hair 
colors and 18 eye colors.

“The Barbie Fashionistas line was designed to represent the world girls 
see around them,” Ani Istanboulian, a spokeswoman for Mattel, explained 
in an email Thursday.

With their “authentic street style (hence why many of them rock flats), 
this line represents the continued evolution of the Barbie brand,” Istan-
boulian wrote.

The news generated much online buzz this week as grown-ups who’d 
long pitied Barbie’s plight reacted to the change in footwear.

“Finally, Barbie has been set free of her misery,” MTV Style gushed.
“There’s no word on if or when an official Mattel plus-size Barbie is in 

the works, but in plastic world, this is all huge news,” declared a Cosmo-
politan article that got more than 10,000 shares on Facebook. “One small 
step for Barbie, one huge leap for womankind.”
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: BLOOD  BROIL  TARGET  TURKEY
Answer: What the museum tour leader did when the fire alarm rang -- GOT THE “LED” OUT

Tribune Content Agency
ARIES (March 21-April 19): Listen 

to the sound of inspiration. New 
interests and input from exciting 
people could brighten your outlook. 
This week, you can lay groundwork 
that helps you live up to your poten-
tial and make more fulfilling future 

decisions.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 

You gotta have friends. Loyal, true 
blue friends can give you a lift and 
brighten your outlook. Remain 
alert and guard against impetuous 
spending  and challenges to your 
budget planning in the week ahead.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): As old 
wives said, “actions speak louder 
than words.” Feedback may vary 
from positive to negative in the week 
to come, even though you have the 
best of intentions. Act according to 
the highest principles and perform 
good deeds.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
Polish up your powers of under-
standing. Pushy people may want 
their way this week. To avoid 
misunderstandings, take advantage 
of any opportunity to achieve a com-
promise. Be brilliant about financial 
affairs.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Get your 
mojo back. Your ability to make wise 
decisions and successful changes 
is enhanced in the early part of the 
week. Travel and educational activi-
ties can bring added benefits, so 
use them to achieve your goals.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Pull 
your own strings. Don’t be some-
one’s puppet in the upcoming week. 
Other people may run you ragged 
with demands or sudden changes of 
plan. The time may come to set rea-
sonable limits and learn to say no.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Treat 
friends like family in the week ahead 
and they’ll repay you in kind. Honor 
your commitments and listen to 
good advice even if you decide not 
to take it. Those you love most may  
know how to please you.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Good ideas have their greatest 
value when they’re shared. Gather 

friends and colleagues to discuss 
pressing objectives and goals in 
the week ahead. The two cents 
that someone adds may be worth a 
million.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Brainstorm your way to the top. 
You’re on the same wavelength with 
others this week. Write down your 
unusual ideas. Outside influences 
can’t rock a relationship based on 
trust and understanding.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Build a bridge over troubled waters. 
You may have an opportunity to 
tighten the bonds with romantic 
or business partners in the week 
ahead. A spirit of cooperation pro-
vides strength.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Approach a relationship the way a 
sculptor approaches a fresh stone. 
Chisel out your own niche and 
shape it until it meets your expecta-
tions. Discuss your innermost feel-
ings with a trusted confidant.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Your 
good nature could be exploited this 
week. You may grow defensive if 
you think your good name is threat-
ened or someone is taking advan-
tage of you or your reputation.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

Bulletin  Horoscope
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Look for us on 
Facebook

I remember sitting for hours in an 
apple tree, daydreaming, watching 
clouds, tossing apples down to the 
cows and listening for the rumble of 
a train.

When I heard it in the distance 
and felt the tree start to tremble, I’d 
scramble down and hold my breath, 
waiting. The cows never knew what 
to make of it. They just stood there 
looking puzzled.

Cows are like that.
As the engine roared by, I’d jump 

up and down, scattering cows and 
waving my arms at the engineer. 
And he in turn, bless his good, kind 
heart, would blow the train whistle, 
just for me.

Talk about fun. Clouds and cows 
and trees and trains and apples and 
kindness and, best of all, time to 
daydream. What more could a child 
want?

My children grew up on the coast 

of California’s Monterey Peninsula, 
surrounded by beaches and parks 
and urban forests, only blocks from 
the Little League ballfield.

We were lucky. “Go play,” I would 
say, and they did.

I made sure they (and I) had time 
to daydream. What else is childhood 
(and motherhood) for? That’s what 
I want for my grandchildren, and 
for yours: A daydreaming kind of 
summer.

The skateboarder on his cell 
phone made me wonder: What will 
his summer be like? Will he ever 
take time just to dream?

And why should we care?
Because we are all, I believe, 

contemplative creatures by nature, 
thoughtful and imaginative and 
curious. We long to examine our 
lives, to understand how we feel, to 
imagine possibilities and make great 
decisions for our futures.

Cows aren’t the only ones who 

find it hard to figure out what’s going 
on. To do that, we need time to do 
nothing; to connect with ourselves 
and with each other with our eyes 
and words and touch and hearts 
and souls.

My grandparents sat on the porch 
on summer evenings, saying little, 
enjoying the quiet, waving at pass-
ing cars. My husband and I have 
a similar ritual, sitting on the patio, 

listening to birdsong and marveling 
at the sunset.

Our machines are grand inven-
tions. Who would want to give them 
up? But somehow we need to learn 
to control how we use them, rather 
than allowing them to control us and 
our children and our lives.

It’s simple, but strangely hard to 
do. We just need the courage to 
dare to shut them off once in a while 

— our cell phones, TVs, laptops and 
other diversions — and allow our-
selves the joy of being fully human, 
fully aware of life, inside and all 
around us.

Sometimes it’s good to do noth-
ing. Here’s wishing you and yours a 
summer to daydream.
(Sharon Randall can be reached at P.O. 
Box 777394, Henderson NV 89077, or on 
her website: www.sharonrandall.com.)

Daydreaming kind of summer: How to  do absolutely nothing and have a great time doing it
(Continued from Page 1)
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
18 Missile spot
19 Socially awkward type
20 Fish-eating eagle
21 Talking Trans Am of classic TV
22 Speak incessantly about
24 Spenser’s “The __ Queene”
28 Some elimination rounds
30 Quite a lot
31 Kirsten of “Melancholia”
32 Otologist’s concern

35 Pastime that will celebrate its 
100th anniversary on 12/21/2013
38 Saturn model until 2007
39 Pet sounds
40 Nostrils
41 Name of eight English kings
42 Lunch, say
43 It may be used after a break
46 Requisite
48 Quite a while
49 Not even semi-pro?

50 Vocalist James
54 How to finish working on a 35-
Across
58 Corrida figures
59 Gets in order
60 Tense
61 Satisfies the munchies

Down
1 Nails, as a test
2 Doorman’s cry
3 Roundish
4 Literary sea captain
5 Porthos, to Aramis
6 Gentle giant in “Of Mice and Men”
7 Crude meas.
8 __ cit.
9 Crude fleet
10 Seize
11 Pool worker
12 Chief Ruhr River valley city
14 Discontinued depilatory
15 Long-established
17 Inventor of the 35-Across
21 Branches on some trees
22 Metal fastener
23 Adjusted (to)
24 Central points
25 High style
26 Avenger John Steed’s alma 
mater
27 Thing in court?
29 Limits
31 __ prize
32 Biblical reformer
33 Brown or golden drinks
34 Take ten
36 Made an exit
37 Microwave
41 Was indirect
42 Keep from getting out of control
43 Took care of
44 Former Argentine ruler
45 Longest river in France
47 Catchall abbr.
49 Sounds of contentment
50 Woolly females
51 Composer who was a CBS 
reporter
52 Veracious
53 Threatening slitherers
55 Centimeter-gram-second unit
56 Shoe part
57 __ Balls: Hostess snack food
Crossword Clues
(c)2015 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
ROBIN  EAGLE  FINCH  EGRET  CRANE  QUAIL  RAVEN

If you like reading The 
Bulletin each week, 

pick up an extra copy 
for a friend. Please let 
our advertisers know 
that you saw their ad.
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