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FLOODED
The Brazos and Oyster 
Creek did a repeat of 
1991-’92, but worse

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

In January 1992, a CNN 
reporter asked then-Brazoria 
County Judge James Phillips 
which flooding was worse, this one 
or the one in 1991.

Phillips replied: “It’s the same 
damned flood.”

It went on, much like this one, 
but this one may last longer. The 

Brazos River 
is doing a job 
on Brazoria 
County.

A lot of 
what’s hap-
pening now 
mirrors 1992. 
Hwy. 35 was 
closed for a 

while between Angleton and West 
Columbia; Holiday Lakes was 
under water; the area behind 
Columbia Lakes was flooded, as 
was Rosharon. 

I was in a shallow-bottom boat, 
floating over flooded roads with a 
photographer. Most houses behind 
Columbia Lakes were on pillars, 
but access to them was by boat 
only. Almost everyone had left, but 
a few stayed, saying that they had 
been through this before, and they 
had a boat and plenty of supplies.

I saw that Brazoria County 
issued a mandatory evacuation 
orders this time. That was not 
issued back in those days. You 
cannot make people leave or 
physically remove them from their 
homes. You cannot even enter the 
homes without permission from 
the owner.

But I understand that such a 
statement, publicized by the area 
media, may have some benefits, 
perhaps making people think that 
they have no choice but to pick up 
and leave, or they will be removed.    

RAMBLINGS

Waterworld
BRAZORIA COUNTY, TEXAS

Lake Jackson Volunteer Fire Department 
posted the background photo and to the left, 
taken in Holiday Lakes as the Brazos River 
enveloped the town. Brazoria County has 
seen this type of flooding before. It was in 
1991-’92, when the Brazos and Oyster Creek 
united, flooding thousands of homes. This 
time, the damage appears more devastating, 
but volunteers and first responders were there 
again to help humans and animals. 

By Danny Tyree
Special to The Bulletin

It’s mildly irritating when 
Facebook tries to nudge me into 
tagging a photo of my wife’s sister 
as my wife or my son as myself, 
but there are much more ominous 
possibilities in the world of facial 
recognition software.

According to the Washington 
Post, an Israeli start-up company 
called Faception claims to be able 
to take one look at a person’s 
face, compare it to a database 
and deduce a whole slew of char-
acter traits, including whether the 
person is a potential terrorist.

Yes, Shakespeare’s Julius 
Caesar was all “old school” when 
he observed “Yon Cassius has a 
lean and hungry look;” but artifi-
cial intelligence is bringing snap 
judgments into the 21st century.

With 80 percent accuracy, 
Faception’s technology can pur-
portedly identify everything from 
great poker players to extroverts, 
pedophiles, geniuses, white collar 
criminals, wimps who won’t sue 
Faception if they get beat up after 
being misidentified as one of the 
aforementioned groups, etc.

The main focus of Faception 

Stephanie Sebesta 
McGaughey posted this 
photo, taken near Holiday 
Lakes
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Call Tony: 855-582-4456

SORRY, I DIDN’T REALIZE YOU WERE UP THERE: A couple 
got into an argument after a number of drinks at a bar in Palm City, Fla., 
at midnight, so the husband got into his sport utility vehicle and drove 
away. But the wife jumped up onto the roof of the vehicle and started 
banging on it. He drove six miles before the cops stopped him.

GOOD DOG! GOOD DOG! A dog brought a bag containing a pound 
of marijuana to its family’s Mississippi home. It is not known where the 
animal got it.

WE JUST HANDLE THESE THINGS OURSELVES: An armed 
man broke into an Indianapolis home featuring a sign saying, “We don’t 
dial 911.” The woman who lived there heard him enter the house through 
the window of her baby’s room, so she took her pistol to confront him. He 
fired at her. She fired back, hitting him several times.

HI HO, SILVER! A man stole a handbag from a woman in a North-
ridge, Calif., parking lot, but was chased down by a man who was riding 
a horse in a nearby park. The horseman cornered the thief, forcing him 
to drop the purse, which he picked up and returned to its owner before 
riding off.

YES, AND WHAT A FAMILY: Two brothers got into an argument 
over a pot roast at their Muncie, Ind., home, which ended when one of 
them stabbed the other with a three-pronged fork several times. The 
victim said later, “One thing led to another, I feel so bad about it, but it 
happens. We’re family,”

YOU KNOW, IT SOUNDED TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE: A 
Tennessee man answered a notice on Craigslist advertising a Chevro-
let Suburban – normally valued at $60,000 – for only $30,000. He was 
instructed to bring the sum -- in cash -- to a McDonald’s parking lot in 
Nashville. Of course, the young men selling the vehicle didn’t actually 
own it. They rented the car with a stolen credit card and driver’s license. 
The guy became suspicious when they didn’t bother to count the money 
before leaving. They were arrested later.

I AM SOOOO EMBARRASSED:  A really dumb woman boarded 
a China Southern Airlines flight from Chongqing to Shenzhen, and soon 
needed to use the bathroom. Since this was her first time on a plane, she 
mistook the emergency exit for the door to the toilet and tried to open it, 
deploying the evacuation slide from the side of the aircraft, which, fortu-
nately, was still on the ground.

HEY, I’M A TAXPAYER HERE! A woman called police in Hartford, 
Conn., after she received a pizza with hamburger instead of bacon as 
she had ordered. She was informed that this was not a police matter.

YOU FORGOT ME, HONEY!  A 65-year-old woman became sepa-
rated from her husband in Madeira, Spain, and thought he had gotten 
back onto their cruise ship, which had departed. So she jumped into the 
Atlantic Ocean in an effort to catch up with the vessel. She had to be 
rescued by a fishing boat three hours later.

Teen fatally shoots self while trying to take selfie
By Kim Bell
St. Louis Post-Dispatch (TNS)

OVERLAND, Mo. — A 15-year-
old boy who fatally shot himself in 
the chest recently was apparently 
trying to take a selfie when the gun 
accidentally discharged, police said.

The selfie hasn’t been found 
— police will be asking a lab to 
access the boy’s cell phone — but 

that is the Overland police investiga-
tors’ leading theory in the death of 
DaMontez Jones.

The teen died of a self-inflicted 
gunshot wound to his right upper 
chest, and the shooting has been 
ruled an accident, police said.

The teen’s older brothers, who 
said they were in another room 
when DaMontez was shot, told their 

father about the idea of the selfie, 
too, said DaMontez’s father, Dennis 
Jones Sr.

“They said he was trying to take a 
picture and it went off,” Jones said.

The shooting happened at about 
7:30 p.m. Friday at a home. DaMon-
tez was there with two older broth-
ers, ages 16 and 17, and a younger 
half-sibling, Jones said. No adults 
were home. None of the children 
witnessed the shooting, police say.

DaMontez was rushed by ambu-
lance to a hospital, where he died.

Jones, who lives elsewhere, 
said DaMontez found the gun at 
the home that DaMontez’s mother 
shares with her fiancee, and the gun 
belonged to the fiancee. The fiancee 
worked as a security guard, said 
Overland Police Lt. Steve Branham. 
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

What’s the Web’s value?
Q. Tallying the overall “net” value 

of the World Wide Web, does it 
come out positive or negative?

A.  Some innovations in life are 
almost inarguably good, such as 
certain medical advances. Others 
have a more varied picture, such as 
automobiles providing mobility but 
at a cost of an annual 1.3 million 
deaths on the roads.  And perhaps 
one of the most stunningly varied 
involves the World Wide Web, says 
Vaclav Smil in “IEEE Spectrum” 
magazine.

Certainly the Web contains a 
wealth of information, in every 
language and on almost every sub-
ject -- so much so that trips to the 
library now seem very last century. 
Today, without any effort at walking 
or lifting books, you can have an 
electronic copy of the information 
right in the comfort of your home. 
Yet, “when I checked the first 30 
websites in my 2005 Oxford book 
‘Creating the Twentieth Century,’ I 
discovered that 19 of them (63.3%) 
were defunct…  Who ever heard of 
a library losing nearly two-thirds of 
a collection in a single decade!”

Sure, the Web lets you order the 
oddest consumer items directly 
from anywhere in the world -— if 

you don’t mind getting your Visa 
card information hijacked in the pro-
cess by a teenager in Latvia. And 
“it contains practically every great 
poem ever written in scores of lan-
guages -- but also the outpourings 
of semi-educated, self-appointed, 
and endlessly opinionated, logor-
rheic bloggers.”

As Smil concludes: “Are these 
positive or negative considerations 
when trying to net the value of the 
Web? Or are they the very essence 
of its existence?”

Largest blasts
Q. What was the largest explo-

sion ever on Earth?
A. Probably when a Mars-sized 

object hit some 4.6 billion years 
ago, vaporizing huge amounts of 
rock that went into orbit and eventu-
ally accreted to form the Moon, 
says Brown University planetary 
geologist Carolyn Ernst. 

One of the next bigest was the 
impact from the 6-10-kilometer-
diameter stony asteroid (or larger 
comet) that dug out the Chicxulub 
crater on Mexico’s Yucatan Penin-
sula, 145-180 kilometers across, 
energy of 100 million megatons of 
TNT, believed to be the beginning 
of the end of the dinosaurs and 
myriad of other species 65 million 
years ago.

In recent times, the volcano 
Krakatoa on an Indonesian island 

erupted in 1883 with the energy 
equivalent of 200 megatons of 
TNT; Washington State’s Mount 
St. Helens in 1980 was at 400 
megatons. The Tunguska fireball 
of 1908, over Siberia, likely from 
a stony sky-streaking object some 
50 meters across, created a shock 
wave that felled an estimated 60 
million trees at some 10-15 mega-
tons of TNT.

By comparison, the deadly 
Hiroshima atomic bomb had energy 
equivalent to 15 kilotons of TNT 
(.015 megatons), says Ernst.  The 
largest nuke ever produced was the 
Soviet Union’s Tsar Bomba (“King 
of Bombs”), estimated at 100 mega-
tons TNT.  In 1961, a scaled-down 
50-megaton version was tested “in 
the largest man-made explosion to 
date.”  

The circle of life
Q. When they talk about the 

“circle of life,” who’s doing the 
talking, and what’s the circularity all 
about?

A. Some astronomers may talk 
this way, referring to the close-to-
circular orbits of planets with a high 
likelihood of harboring life, says 
Ken Croswell in “Scientific Ameri-
can” magazine. Circularity is good 
because then the planet doesn’t go 
so close to the star and get over-
heated; an elongated elliptical orbit, 
on the other hand, means long peri-
ods of extreme cold that are bad for 
any potential life forms. “The more 
planets a star has, a recent study 
found, the more circular the orbits 
tend to be. Because planets on cir-
cular orbits do not move toward or 
away from their star, their climates 
may be stable enough to foster 
advanced life.”

In our own solar system, the 
sun’s eight or nine planets have 
fairly circular paths. Earth’s orbit, for 
instance, has an eccentricity of just 
1.7 percent (with 0 percent being a 
perfect circle and near 100 percent 
an extreme ellipse). Even Mercury’s 
and Pluto’s oval-shaped orbits (21 
percent and 25 percent) seem tame 
when compared to many planets 
orbiting other stars, where eccen-
tricities can reach 60, 70, even 80 
percent. 

So let’s hear it for this special 
circle of life.
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

Please let our advertisers know that 
you saw their ad in The Bulletin
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Look for us on 
Facebook

By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)SIDELINE CHATTER

Give that guy an F for accuracy — and an F-minus for 
karma.

An Ole Miss baseball fan tossed a baseball — with “I took my Chevy 
to the levee but the levee was gone … ” and “Katrina ‘06” scrawled on 
it — onto the field to taunt Tulane players during last weekend’s NCAA 
regionals in Oxford, Miss. Alas, Hurricane Katrina ravaged New Orleans 
in 2005, not 2006. Even worse, the Green Wave went on to win 6-5 on a 
ninth-inning home run — ending the Rebels’ season.

Ear ye, ear ye
Former NFL punter Steve Weatherford says he got kicked out of a 

Planet Fitness for grunting too hard. On the plus side, oddsmakers just 
installed him and Maria Sharapova as the mixed-doubles favorites at 
Wimbledon.

Fish Filet Dept.
Outfielder Stone Garrett — listed as the Marlins’ No. 4 minor-league 

prospect — suffered a three-stitch slice on his right thumb when a 
teammate’s prank went awry. Veteran seamheads suspect he’ll be seeing 
a steady diet of cut fastballs for a while.

Just for kicks
Brazilian soccer star Neymar visited the Warriors’ locker room after 

Game 2. Apparently he wanted to know Draymond Green’s secret to 
avoiding a yellow card when he kicks someone.

How uncavalier
Cleveland came in second behind Philadelphia in ThrillList.com’s rank-

ing of America’s angriest cities. But take heart, Clevelanders: Just two 
more Cavs losses, and you might be No. 1!

Talking the talk
—Nats manager Dusty Baker, to Reuters, on 6-foot-1, 257-pound 

catcher Wilson Ramos: “He’s not called The Buffalo for nothing. I’ve never 
seen a skinny buffalo. Unless he’s real sick.”

USA’s Olympic basketball team may not be that good
By Brian Schmitz
Orlando Sentinel (TNS)

This won’t be a reincarnation of 
The Dream Team.

It won’t even be The First Team.
Let’s just call it The Not What It 

Seems Team.
Our country will not be fielding 

its very best basketball players 
— some of the highly paid pros of 
the NBA — for the Olympics this 
summer in Brazil.

In fact, we’re waiting on yet 
another LeBron James decision 
to see if there’s even a star the 
paparazzi will follow en masse.

The announced no-shows for Rio: 
Steph Curry, Anthony Davis, Blake 
Griffin, LaMarcus Aldridge and Chris 
Paul. In other words, a possible 
Western Conference starting All-
Star lineup.

Paul wasn’t interested after win-
ning gold in 2008 and 2012. The 
rest of the players cited injuries 
and/or fatigue for dropping out of 
the Olympics, like it’s the Pro Bowl 
or something.

Team USA director Jerry Colan-
gelo said that none of the players 

pulled out because of concerns 
over the Zika virus. James Harden 
is allergic to defense, but that’s a 
whole other story.

The absence of those superstars 
creates at least a kernel of doubt 
that the gold medal is automatically 
ours. 

Losing in archery, handball and 
synchronized swimming is one 
thing, but America doesn’t even like 
anyone to get within 25 points in 
hoops.

If LeBron bails on the heels of 
Curry pulling out — the two have 
six MVPs between them — things 
could get interesting for those who 
like a competition over a coronation. 
Spain and Argentina suddenly have 
hope beyond bronze.

I was just hoping that maybe we’d 
send Curry and most of the Golden 
State Warriors to Brazil and let them 
run up the score on everybody.

Curry wanted to play in his first 
Olympics, but he said in a state-

ment that “due to several factors 
— including recent ankle and knee 
injuries — I believe this is the best 
decision for me at this stage of my 
career.”

The Warriors won’t admit it, but 
they have to be relieved that their 
top player is sitting out to recover. 

No telling if we’ll ever see Curry 
in the Olympics, considering Golden 
State’s challenge for titles could 
easily extend to the 2020 Tokyo 
Games.

Hard to predict whether the 
recent rash of players withdrawing 
from the Olympics signals a trend 
every four years.

The NBA tried last season to 
create more rest for players during 
the season, cutting back the number 
of back-to-back games and extend-
ing off time around the All-Star 
break. 

But there’s only so much it will 
do (and, no, owners aren’t about to 
reduce the 82-game schedule.)
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The Lake Jackson Library, a branch of Brazoria County Library System, 
hosted a 3D printing seminar by the Brazosport Chapter of the American 
Chemical Society on May 23.  

Dr. Piyush Thakre spoke on new 3D printing technologies and their uses in 
different fields today.  After his presentation, library staff provided tours of the 
library’s maker space.  

Reference Librarian Karen Dettloff provided a demonstration of how to 
download and prepare a 3D model for printing, and the audience got to 
watch the machine as it was printing an Iron Man mask for a patron.   

The library’s Maker Space was purchased with a Dow Community Grant in 
2015 and was launched in May of that year.  

Since then, the Maker Space has had a total of 175 3D prints, taking 618 
hours to print, with total filament extruded of approximately 1.5 miles, and a 
total mass extruded of 7.1 kg.

The Maker Space also includes a laminator, silhouette cameo die-cut-
ting machine, Swingline CombBind machine, and a button-maker.  A  DIY 
collection, also funded by the Dow Community Grant and located at the Lake 
Jackson Library, includes home improvement and gardening tools, cake 
pans and decorating kits, a spinning wheel, camping tent,  a post hole digger 
and more items.

The Brazosport Chapter of ACS has more than 200 members. The 
American Chemical Society is a nonprofit organization chartered by the U.S. 
Congress. 

With nearly 157,000 members, it is the world’s largest scientific soci-
ety and a global leader in providing access to chemistry-related research 
through its multiple databases, peer-reviewed journals and scientific confer-
ences. 

ACS strives to empower an inclusive community of members with net-
works, opportunities, resources, and skills to thrive in the global economy. 
They foster the development of the most innovative, relevant and effective 
chemistry education in the world through collaborative partnerships with local 
organizations.

3D Printer Seminar at Lake Jackson 
Library highlights Maker Space
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(This column was prepared by the Social Security Administration. For fast answers 
to specific Social Security questions, contact Social Security toll-free at 800-772-
1213 or visit www.socialsecurity.gov.)

Questions and answers about your 
Social Security

Q: Should I sign up for Medicare Part B if I am working and 
have health insurance through an employer?

Answer: Choosing to sign up for Medicare is an important decision that 
involves a number of issues you may need to consider. The decision you 
make will depend on your situation and the type of health insurance you 
have. You may be able to delay signing up for Medicare Part B without a 
late enrollment penalty if you or your spouse (or a family member, if you’re 
disabled) is working, and you’re getting health insurance benefits based on 
current employment.

In many cases, if you don’t sign up for Part B when you’re first eligible, 
you’ll have to pay a late enrollment penalty for as long as you have Part 
B. Also, you may have to wait until the General Enrollment Period (from 
January 1 to March 31) to enroll in Part B, and coverage will start July 1 of 
that year.

Find out how your coverage works with Medicare at www.medicare.gov 
or contact your employer or union benefits administrator.

is on homeland security issues; 
but even there, effectiveness may 
be short-lived. The terrorists may 
figure ways around it. I understand 
ISIS is flooding the market with 
photos of jihadists on jowl-flapping 
roller coaster rides and urging its 
scientists to finalize new real life 
applications for advanced Wooly 
Willy technology.

Keenly aware of ethics concerns, 
a Faception spokesman assures 
us that the 15 different classifiers 
used by the company to produce its 
profiles will never be made avail-
able to the general public. I have my 
doubts. 

(“The secrets are guarded by a 
trusted employee - who, um, meets 
14 of the 15 classifiers for being a 
member of WikiLeaks! Darn! Darn! 
Darn! Pay no attention to that mas-
sive data dump on the internet.”)

Imagine the societal upheaval if 
such information does go public, 
gets exploited by unregulated 
copycats and tempts individuals and 
institutions to abuse it.

Suddenly everyone will be mutter-
ing “Maybe you CAN judge a book 
by its cover,” “Better safe than sorry” 
and “Guilty until proven innocent.”

Romantic invitations will be 
rejected, job offers will be rescinded, 
and adoptions will never take place. 
Even something as simple as a 
pay-day loan will be affected. (“Why 
do you REALLY need this loan? 

According to analysis of the surveil-
lance camera photos, you probably 
need to establish a new identity 
after you mass murder my helpless 
family. Take your business some-
where else, sir! But please take a 
complimentary calendar, and a nail 
file for your 80 percent likelihood of 
having brittle nails.”)

Remember the 1980s Pantene 
“Don’t hate me because I’m beauti-
ful” ad? Soon it could be “Don’t hate 
me because my symmetrical fol-
licles indicate bouts of melancholy.”

The medical profession will never 
be the same, thanks to exchanges 
like the following:

“The facial swelling from your 
allergic reaction to bee stings may 
never fully subside.”

“I want a second opinion, doc.”
“Okay, and you’ll probably win 

the backgammon tournament while 
humming a creditable version of 
‘Bohemian Rhapsody’.”

I’m all for preventing another 
9-11, but there’s still something 
easily skewed and downright 
creepy about the services offered 
by Faception.

I’m not sure I even want to live 
in a world where the inspirational 
words of Martin Luther King, Jr. 
have devolved into “I look to a day 
when people will not be judged 
by the color of their skin, but by 
whether their ears hang low and 
wobble to and from.”

©2016 Danny Tyree. 

Faception: Guilty until proven innocent
(Continued from Page 1)

Opening date for new ‘Frozen’ ride at Epcot is June 21
Miami Herald (TNS)

The new Frozen After Ride, 
along with a meet-and-greet site 
for Anna and Elsa, will open June 
21 in the Norway Pavilion at Epcot, 
Walt Disney World Resort has 
announced. Fast Passes for the 
new ride are available for booking.

The new boat ride, built on the 
foundation of the former Maelstrom 
ride and based on the animated 
movie Frozen, will take visitors 
from the kingdom of Arendelle to a 
“winter-in-summer day” celebrating 
the icy powers of Queen Elsa at her 
Ice Palace. The ride will also take 

guests past Troll Valley and up 
North Mountain.

Next door, the royal sisters will 
greet guests at the newly built 
Royal Sommerhus, representing 
the cabin where the girls spent 
their summers when their parents 
were alive.
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Are you punching the clock and packing on the pounds?
Business Management Daily (TNS)

Feel like you’re gaining weight 
sitting behind your desk?  A new 
CareerBuilder survey shows a 
stressful work life may actually 
cause extra pounds to add up.

The survey of 3,000 American 
workers found 55 percent feel 
they’re overweight, and 44 percent 
say they’ve gained weight at their 
present jobs. In fact, 25 percent say 
they’ve packed on 10 pounds or 
more.

Survey results reveal a strong 
association between on-the-job 
stress levels and workers who say 
they are overweight. Fewer than 
half of workers (41 percent) with 
extremely low stress levels feel they 
are overweight, compared to 77 
percent of workers with extremely 
high stress levels.

Among those who’ve gained 
weight, 53 percent blame sitting 
most of the day. Forty-five percent 
say work makes them too tired to 
work out, and 36 percent attribute 
their weight gain to stress-related 
eating.

A quarter of employees have 
access to employer sponsored 
wellness benefits, such as onsite 
workout facilities and gym passes. 
However, only 45 percent of those 
employees take advantage of them.

Workers in certain industries and 
occupations are more likely to have 

gained weight at their present job:
Transportation: 49 percent
Health care: 48 percent
Financial services: 46 percent

Sales: 46 percent
Retail: 40 percent
Manufacturing: 39 percent
IT: 38 percent
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AUSTIN — The State Bar of Texas offers a legal hotline — (800) 504-7030 
— to help connect people with local legal aid providers following disasters 
such as the current flooding across Texas.

The hotline — answered in English and Spanish — is designed to connect 
low-income people with legal aid providers in their area who can help with 
such issues as replacing lost documents, insurance questions, landlord-
tenant problems, and consumer protection issues, such as price-gouging 
and avoiding contractor scams during the rebuilding process.

Callers can leave a message at any time. People who qualify for assis-
tance will be matched with Texas lawyers who have volunteered to provide 
free, limited legal help.

Additional resources are available at texasbar.com/disasters and 
texaslawhelp.org.

The State Bar of Texas reminds the public that solicitation of a potential 
legal case is a crime unless the lawyer has a family relationship with you 
or you have been a client of the lawyer in the past or are currently a client. 
Solicitation of you is also a crime if perpetrated by a non-lawyer employee 
or representative of the lawyer, unless the previous conditions exist. Please 
report any prohibited contacts by lawyers or their representatives, whether in 
person, telephone, or otherwise, to your local law enforcement authority or 
the State Bar of Texas at (877) 953-5535.

State Bar offers hotline to help Texans 
affected by severe storms, flooding

Flooded with kindness

Area restaurants opened their hearts during the flooding and delivered 
or provided food for first responders and volunteers. 

Historic Crests for Rosharon of 
the Brazos River.

Flood Stage: 43.0 ft
(1) 56.40 ft on 12/11/1913
(2) 53.40 ft on 05/07/1957
(3) 52.00 ft on 05/01/1965
(4) 51.89 ft on 01/03/1992
(5) 51.82 ft on 10/22/1994
(6) 50.74 ft on 05/14/1968
(7) 50.67 ft on 02/10/1992
(8) 49.22 ft on 11/17/1998

Floods of the Brazos River in Texas
(9) 48.83 ft on 10/24/1998
(10) 48.80 ft on 11/29/2004
• At levels above 50.8 feet, water 

begins flowing across the flood 
plain into Oyster Creek.

• At levels above 50.7 feet, minor 
flow passes through the culvert 
near the Ramsey Unit Prison Farm 
into Oyster Creek as water is on 
the verge of passing over flood 
plain.

Holiday Lakes became just one lake for a while

Lake Jackson Voluneer Fire Department posted this photo of a street in Holiday Lakes inundated by flood 
waters last week.
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The Clarion at Brazosport College is giving kids the opportunity to beat the 
heat with another series of Summer Matinee shows.

The Clarion’s Summer Matinees is an annual series of children’s perfor-
mances on selected Wednesdays from June 15 thru Aug. 10. Tickets for 
the performances range from $4 to $8 per person and are currently on sale. 
Depending on the event, show times range between 1 and 1:30 p.m.

This year’s matinee series will feature five shows, highlighting musical art-
ists, educational acts, dancing, comedy and magic. All shows are appropriate 
for children ages 4 to 12, and all events are general seating.

The Clarion is Brazosport College’s beautiful, state-of-the-art concert hall 
located at 500 College Drive in Lake Jackson. For more information about 
the events and tickets for the Clarion’s Summer Matinees, visit the Clarion’s 
website at clarion.brazosport.edu or by calling (979) 230-3156.

This season’s line-up of Wednesday summer matinees includes:
MAGIC OF LANNY KIBBEY: June 15; 1:30 p.m. Tickets: $5
Magician Lanny Kibbey brings the very best in magical entertainment with 

his children’s-oriented comedy magic show. Magician Lanny tours across 
the United States. Robin Leech, host of the television show “Lifestyles of the 
Rich and Famous” said “I have seen the very best in magical entertainment, 
all over the world ... and the Magic Lanny Kibbey is world class!”

MAD SCIENCE:  July 13; 1:30 p.m. Tickets: $4
Children will be dazzled as physical and chemical changes are explored 

throughout this show. Follow Eggbert on his egg-citing journey. Witness 
the wonders of air pressure and an indoor firework show. For the finale, the 
show ends with a huge bubbling potion using Special Mad Science Ice. You 
will have never seen kids so excited about science!

TOM’S FUN BAND: July 20; 1:30 p.m. Tickets: $5
What do you get when you cross a passion for music with a guitar, drums 

and a tuba? Tom’s Fun Band, of course! Tom’s Fun Band is a group of musi-
cians who have come from very different musical backgrounds to bring fun 
music to children and families. Tom’s Fun Band was born when Tom Wilbeck 
decided to start writing children’s music for his twins. Tom was then joined by 
Will Samson and Chris Wilbeck to form the full Tom’s Fun Band.

SOUL STREET:  Aug. 3; 1:30 p.m. Tickets: $8
They fly through the air with the greatest of ease. They dance en pointe 

while semi-crouched in high-top sneakers. Catch the excitement of Street 
Dance as these energetic performers demonstrate their varied styles and 
discuss the distinctive features and origins of each dance. From Brazil’s 
Capoiera to New York’s Break Dance and the multi-component form of hip-
hop, the audience learns how these styles developed and evolved.

MORRIS BROTHERS:  Aug. 10; 1 p.m. Tickets: $6
Simply put, the Morris Brothers are Nerds. They wear plaid pants, pocket 

protectors, taped glasses and their hair stands straight up. This dynamic duo 
may look like two nerds, but they don’t believe they’re nerds. After an explo-
sion in their underground tree house laboratory, they were transformed into 
social superheroes on a mission to save and entertain the entire world one 
school at a time. 

To these two, N.E.R.D. stands for a Never Ending Radical Dude or 
Dudette. They teach “it’s not what you look like, but how you feel about 
yourself that’s important.” They want kids to be confident in themselves and 
their abilities, to stand up for their beliefs and strive for high ideals by teach-
ing self-esteem, peer pressure, character traits, bullying, drug prevention, 
friendship and more.

Tickets for the Clarion’s Summer Matinees on selected Wednesdays are 
available now. Please call the Clarion Box Office at (979) 230-3156 to make 
reservations for your group. All programs are recommended for children 
ages 4 through 14 years old.

Summer Matinee shows bring fun, 
education to Clarion starting June 15

Save this program listing for future reference
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Mall closed temporarily by creek flooding

Oyster Creek and a heavy downpour on Monday, June 6, led to the 
flooding of the parking lot at Brazos Mall, leading to an early closing. 
It reopened on Tuesday. This photo was posted by Dana Vogel Cox.

Flooding can occur in many ways, anytime of the year
From sciencekids.com

• Depending on their type, floods 
can develop very slowly over time 
after extensive rains, or in just a few 
minutes, very quickly, without any 
sign of rain.

• There are many types and ways 
floods can occur, including, due to 
overflowing rivers, due to extreme 
coastal events, by natural or artifi-
cial ground saturation from excess 
rainfall, or by catastrophic failure in 
infrastructure.

• River flooding is the most 
common type of flood event. If the 
flow rate exceeds the capacity of 
the river channel then flooding of 
the surrounding area can occur.

• Flash floods are extreme 
versions of a river flooding event. 
They can occur very quickly, often 
without warning and with little or no 
excessive rainfall. Flash floods are 
the result of a river blockage either 
natural or artificial (such as a land-
slide,  glacier, or dam) giving way 
and releasing a massive amount of 
built up water.

• Areal or urban flooding occurs 
when low-lying impenetrable ground 
becomes saturated as rainfall 
cannot run off as quickly as the 

accumulation of water. For example, 
on natural drought hardened or 
frozen farmland, or on concrete 
paving.

• Coastal and estuary flooding is 
caused by high sea tidal surges and 
waves that damage and infiltrate 
coastal defences. Severe cases can 
be caused by tsunami, hurricanes or 
tropical cyclones.

• With most cities and towns 

located at the coast or next to rivers, 
flood events can be major natural 
disasters, causing loss of life and 
damage to land and property.

• After floodwaters recede, land 
can be contaminated with hazard-
ous material, such as building 
debris, fuel and untreated sewage. 
Residents are often left without 
power or clean drinking water, which 
can lead to outbreaks of diseases.
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Leaving is really the best thing most 
people can do. But there are those 
who stay – same during a hurricane 
threat. Nobody can go to Surfside 
and force those who want to stay 
to leave. They can order them, but 
that’s about it. 

In 1983, I was getting ready 
to ride out Hurricane Alicia in the 
Brazoria County Courthouse in 
Angleton.  After I made all the 
preparations I could – as Alicia was 
heading straight at us – I went up 
to the fourth floor, where Sheriff Joe 
King’s offices were at the time.

King was organizing a filing 
cabinet, and we got to talking about 
all those who planned to ride out 
the storm on the beach. King had a 
great idea. 

He got together all the report-
ers who were there and told them 
that he needed those who decided 
to ride out the storm to call his 
department and leave their name 
and contact numbers for next-of-kin, 
whom deputies could call to identify 
the bodies after the storm passed.

The TV stations went with the 
story that night, and perhaps it did 
some good. But there were excep-
tions.

A bunch of fools threw a hur-
ricane party in Surfside. It broke up 
early. 

A few days later I talked to some-
one who was at that party and rode 
out the storm in his beach house. 
He said that it was the worst deci-
sion of his life, and he would never 
do that again. The houses next to 
his were destroyed by tornadoes. 

He got lucky.
As we floated along the streets 

behind Columbia Lakes in 1991 or 
1992, whichever part of the flood I 
was covering, my photographer and 
I noticed that there was a house 
built on the ground, surrounded by 
an earthen dam.

It wasn’t just a bunch of sand 
thrown together, but a well-designed 
dam, with a pumping system that 
turned on automatically. We pulled 
up the boat to the barrier, where the 
owner and his wife greeted us. We 
went inside and had coffee. It was 
surreal.

It also made for a really good 
color story during a time when daily 
coverage of the flood required that 
we find something new. Flooding is 
not like a hurricane. It lasts a while. 
Meanwhile, the presses have to roll, 
and there needs to be something 
printed on those sheets other than 
how high the water level is.

Houston Chronicle editor orders 
were to find something human each 
day. That was my mission. 

That was then, and this is now. I 
was checking on the Brazos River 
by clicking on a Facebook post of an 
aerial view. Up-to-minute updates 
are available to whoever has 
Internet access. Facebook friends 
posted and reposted loads of flood 
photos and videos. Technology has 
its benefits.

Most of us in 1992 didn’t even 
have cell phones. They had just 
become available, and the Chron-
icle saw fit to pluck down a few 
thousand dollars per phone for their 
area reporters. 

It came in handy on the day we 
toured Holiday Lakes in a military 
vehicle after some big-shot official 
flew in from Washington to “inspect” 
the flooding. By that time, we could 
have walked through Holiday Lakes 
because the water had receded. All 
he could see were the puddles.

As soon as the TV reporters saw 
that I was calling in on the Motorola 

phone, they all wanted to use it to 
call their producers, so I let them. 
It was a nice diversion while we 
rolled through the town. I had seen 
Holiday Lakes before. It didn’t look 
all that different.

Something good did come out 
of that useless publicity gimmick, 
though. As we made our way 
through town, I saw a house built 

like the Alamo. A few weeks later 
I went back and did a story on the 
owner of the house and why he 
built it.

The outside was a really good 
replica. The inside was modern. It 
made for a good story, better than 
the one I wrote about the federal 
guy being trucked through Holiday 
Lakes.

A reporter’s memories of the 1991-1992 flooding and other stormy encounters in the county
(Continued from Page 1)

Doug Whipple posted this photo of the Rosharon flooding. Kenny Smith posted several photos of the C.T. Terrel Unit flooding in Brazoria County, including this one.
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: ADAPT  SAUTE  CALLOW  BEGONE
Answer: What the defense lawyer wanted the plaintiff to do -- SETTLE “DOWN”

ARIES (March 21-April 19): You are apt to stumble 
when you are blind to problems. Mix-ups can occur in 
the early part of the week, but you may be unaware 
at the time. Make your first moves and public appear-
ances in the second half of the week.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Push your way 
forward with passion. You can get ahead in the mate-
rial world by exerting your charm. In the upcoming 
week you and a special someone may be in complete 
harmony when it comes to love and money.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): The material world 
means the most. Today’s New Moon occurs in your 
sign and may mark the beginning of several weeks 
of increased ambition. A family member or loved one 
could briefly block your desires this week.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Bide your time before 
taking a side. The workplace could become a hotbed 
of unhappiness in the week ahead. Steer clear of 
disputes and secure a clear understanding of job 
requirements before you begin a project.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Take a new lease on life. 
As this week unfolds you can develop new goals and 
focus on achieving your ambitions. A work related 
project can be both financially and spiritually enriching 
as you may learn something valuable.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Review your plans for 
the future in the week ahead. You possess foresight 
and a knack for taking a broad view. Financial genius 
is at your disposal and should be put to good use 
whenever making major investments.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Fill your piggy bank. In the 
week ahead your social connections can help you make 
profits or achieve better financial security. Education, 
travel or simple conversations with your elders can add to 
your grasp of business tactics.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Work with what you’ve 
got. It is a good week to put your resourcefulness to work 
for your benefit. Don’t make excuses when you don’t have 
all the necessary ingredients. Make do with what you have 
or do without.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Curiouser and 
curiouser. Odd things may occur within the home or family 
early this week. Count on the fact that at least one close 
friend or loved one will be able to satisfy your curiosity or 
offer sound financial advice. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Go for broke. You can 
achieve your ambitions in the week ahead because you 
show good judgment. Anything you begin will be a success 
if you have a passion for the subject and stick to it like glue 
until it is accomplished.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Keep hot pads on hand 
to handle heated subjects. You know the saying, “if you 
can’t take the heat get out of the kitchen.” Walk away from 
verbal confrontations or financial controversies that occur 
early in the week.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): If you are looking for a 
show horse you may be looking in the wrong stable. In 
the week ahead your calls for sympathy or understanding 
could fall on deaf ears. Rather than offering excuses just 
get on with the work.

Bulletin  Horoscope

History of the World By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

June 13: ON THIS DATE 
in 1927, aviation hero Charles 
Lindbergh was honored with a 
ticker-tape parade in New York. In 
1944, Germany began launching 
flying-bomb attacks against Britain 
in World War II.

June 14: ON THIS DATE in 
1777, the Continental Congress 
adopted the Stars and Stripes, 
replacing the Grand Union flag. 
(That’s why this is Flag Day.) In 
1954, President Eisenhower signed 
an order adding the words “under 
God” to the Pledge of Allegiance.

June 15: ON THIS DATE in 
1215, England’s King John put 
his seal to the Magna Carta - “the 
Great Charter” - at Runnymede, 
granting his barons more liberty. 
In 1775, the Continental Congress 
voted unanimously to appoint 
George Washington head of the 
Continental Army.

June 16: ON THIS DATE in 
1903, Ford Motor Co. was incorpo-
rated. In 1961, Soviet ballet dancer 

Rudolf Nureyev defected to the 
West in Paris.

June 17: ON THIS DATE in 
1967, China became the fourth 
nation to detonate a hydrogen 
bomb. In 1972, five burglars were 
arrested inside offices of the Demo-
cratic National Committee at the 
Watergate complex in Washington.

June 18: ON THIS DATE in 
1815, British and Prussian troops 
defeated the French under Napo-
leon Bonaparte at Waterloo, Bel-
gium. In 1873, Susan B. Anthony 
was fined $100 for attempting to 
cast her vote for president.

June 19: ON THIS DATE in 
1586, English colonists sailed 
back home from Roanoke Island 
in present-day North Carolina after 
failing to establish England’s first 
permanent settlement in America. 
In 1862, slavery was outlawed in 
U.S. territories.

Answer to last week’s 
question: This week in 1858, 
Abraham Lincoln said, “A house 
divided against itself cannot stand.”

This week’s question: In 
1969, who was sworn in as chief 
justice of the United States, suc-
ceeding Earl Warren?

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

Did you know?
• NASA keeps aboard the International Space Station movies for the Astro-

nauts to watch during their free time. They include “Armageddon”, “Apollo 
13”, “ and “Around the World in 80 Days.”

• On the set of “Alien,” actors fainted so regularly wearing their spacesuits 
that a nurse was kept on standby with oxygen tanks.

• Candace Payne and her family have made about $420,000 in gifts from 
her Chewbacca mask video.

• Despite his profanity-laced songs, Eminem does not allow swearing in 
his home.
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Only Christ will never fail or 
forsake us

My Answer by Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: I’ve become very disillusioned recently because it seems like almost 
everyone I’ve looked up to has turned out to be two-faced or corrupt - 
celebrities, sports figures, politicians, you name it. Can anyone be trusted 
today? - T.G.

A: This is, I’m afraid, a vivid sign of the moral and spiritual decline we 
see all around us today. When we turn our backs on God, even those 
we ought to be able to trust often turn out to be immoral or corrupt. The 
Bible warns of a time when “people will be lovers of themselves, lovers of 
money, boastful, proud, abusive ... without self-control” (2 Timothy 3:2-3). 
Doesn’t this describe today’s world? 

Not every public figure is like this, of course, and we ought to be 
thankful for those who have integrity, and are role models for our youth. 
We also ought to pray for all those who are in the public eye, that they 
may realize their responsibility and seek to live moral and honest lives. 
I believe this is especially important as we look forward to the coming 
election year.

But only one person is worthy of our complete trust, and that is Jesus 
Christ. Others may fail us, but He never will, because He can never lie or 
lead us astray. He alone is the solid foundation on which we can build our 
lives, and He alone will never forsake us. The Bible says, “Do not put your 
trust in princes.... Blessed are those... whose hope is in the Lord their 
God” (Psalm 146:3,5). 

Is your faith and trust in Jesus Christ? By a simple prayer of faith, invite 
Him to come into your heart and mind, and commit your life and your 
future into His hands. As the Bible says, “He remains faithful forever” 
(Psalm 146:6).

Brazosport College is providing 
a unique opportunity for 14-year-
old girls with an interest in having 
fun while boosting their knowledge 
in STEM — Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math.

BC is inviting the area’s 14-
year-old girls to participate in its 
“Go Girls!” STEM Camp from June 
20 through 24. The exclusive, one-
week camp will run from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Monday through Thursday and 9 a.m. to noon on Friday.

All campers must be 14 years 
old before June 20, as well as 
eighth graders moving to ninth 
grade. Enrollment is limited to a 
total of 20 campers.

Better yet, the week-long pro-
gram is funded by a grant from the 
Texas Workforce Commission and 
is free for participants. Lunch will 
be provided daily, and participants 
will receive a T-shirt.

For Brazosport ISD students, 
free transportation is also provided 
from your home campus to Brazo-
sport College.

Most importantly, however, the 

camp is designed to not only be 
educational, but also a lot of fun. 
The camp will include hands-on 
activities, interesting experiments, 
field trips and more, all led by 
exceptional teachers from area 
school districts.

To learn more about Brazos-
port College’s “Go Girls!” STEM 
Enrichment Camp, call (979) 
230-3203.

Brazosport College is looking for 14 year olds to attend ‘Go Girls’ STEM Enrichment Camp
STEM stands for Science, 
Technology, Engineering 

and Math
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ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

Did you know?

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

• The word “Senate” in Latin literally means “a body of old men.”
• As novels became more popular during the 1700s, people grew wary 

amd more concerned that young people spent too much time reading.
• Ricardo Pena, a mountain climber, once found a wallet in the Andes 

mointains. It had been thrown out of a plane that crashed in 1972. After real-
izing the owner was one of the 16 survivors, he returned it to him 32 years 
later.

• Richard Ankrom, a painter in Los Angeles, kept missing his exit for the I-5 
on the 110 Highway. He climbed up on the sign and fixed it himself. He made 
it look so good, the Department of Transportation left it up for eight years.

This 1942 picture shows the first Brazoria County Library System Book-
mobile, the courthouse, some county commissioners and librarians.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Works with yarn
6 Anheuser-__ Brewery
11 Solomon, for one
14 Valium drug company
15 Snow-block home
16 Logger’s tool
17 Past one’s prime
19 Doc for a kitty
20 Thickness-measuring instrument
21 Hiker’s tool

23 Mauna __
24 Actress Zellweger
25 Perilous course to go down
30 Margarita condiment, in Mazatl‡n
32 Tiny amt. of time
33 Ballet skirt
34 Vote in
36 Tom Collins liquor
38 Red giant with a carbon-rich 
atmosphere
39 Say with assurance

40 Red-shirted bear
42 Prefix with bar
43 Achieves one’s goal
48 Skin openings
49 “Saw __”: second “Saw” sequel
50 Popeye’s adoptee
53 Lacking a handle?
57 Bother a lot
58 Interest-paying institution
60 Alphabet finale
61 Where embryos develop
62 Do-or-die poker bet
63 Finale
64 Heat-resistant glassware
65 Writer/director Allen with four 
Oscars

DOWN
1 McDonald’s founder Ray
2 __ Scotia
3 Atlantic republic at the edge of the 
Arctic Cir.
4 Roller-coaster ride feeling
5 Climactic tennis match situation
6 Oktoberfest quaff
7 “That turns my stomach”
8 Deli machine
9 Ant complex
10 Watson’s associate
11 Perked pot contents
12 Couple that’s split
13 Dampens
18 Piles
22 Furrier’s hides
24 Cookbook contents
25 Streamlined
26 Take down a __: humble
27 Navel variety
28 School support gps.
29 Peseta replacement
30 Tailor’s line
31 Thomas __ Edison
35 __ suzette: dessert pancake
37 Christmas quaff
38 Logger’s tool
41 Round gasket
44 Cleans with a paper towel, as a 
spill
45 War-ending pact
46 Shot put competitor, e.g.
47 Devil, in Durango
50 Small or medium
51 Small songbird
52 __ out a living: barely got by
53 Windows alternative
54 Bueno’s opposite
55 City near Tulsa
56 Big Apple fashion initials
59 Anger
(c)2016 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
PERU  CUBA  HAITI  CHILE  CANADA  PANAMA  BOLIVIA
Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
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