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At the drop of a hat, I got on my 
laptop and started to write my next 
column. Now where is that hat I 
dropped?

The dog ate it. I caught him red-
handed.

Since I was feeling so inquisitive, I 
started looking up how these cliches 
originated. There are too many of 

them, so I’m just 
scratching the 
surface.

AT THE 
DROP OF A 
HAT:  In the 
19th century, it 
was occasionally 
the practice in 
the United States 

to signal the start of a fight or a 
race by dropping a hat or sweeping 
it downward while holding it in the 
hand.

MAD AS A HATTER: In 17th 
century France, poisoning occurred 
among hat makers who used mer-
cury for the hat felt. The “Mad Hatter 
Disease” was marked by shyness, 
irritability, and tremors that would 
make the person appear “mad.”

BUTTER UP SOMEONE: 
This was a customary religious act 
in ancient India. The devout would 
throw butter balls at the statues of 
their gods to seek favor and forgive-
ness.

CAT GOT YOUR TONGUE? 
The English Navy used to use a 
whip called “Cat-o’-nine-tails” for 
flogging. The pain was so severe 
that it caused the victim to stay quiet 
for a long time. Another possible 
source could be from ancient Egypt, 

RAMBLINGS

Who would sit at your table?
By Rod Rozelle
Contributing Editor

Steve Allen, who some of you 
may remember as the original host 
of the “Tonight Show” and others 
won’t remember at all, used to host 
a show on PBS called “Meeting 
of Minds”.  I loved it.  Every week 
four or five actors and actresses 
portraying famous folks from the 

past would sit 
down at a table 
with Mr. Allen 
and have a 
conversation.

One week 
there might 
be, say, Albert 
Einstein, Emily 
Dickinson, 

Genghis Khan, Michelangelo, and 
Harriet Tubman. The next week a 
whole new group would show up, 
maybe Thomas Jefferson, Freder-
ick Douglas, Mozart, Pancho Villa, 
Picasso, and Eva Peron.

THE WORDSMITH

Now, I can’t imagine what Emily 
Dickinson and Genghis Khan 
would possibly find to talk about, 
but Steve Allen could.  Being 
the genius that he was, he wrote 
the script, served as moderator, 
composed the theme song, and 
produced and directed the show.  
He probably swept out the studio 
when everybody left.

Those discussions were 
inspired and witty and razor 
sharp. I learned a heck of a lot of 
history, and liked it best when dia-
metrically opposed people – like 
Gandhi and Napoleon – would 
first argue and then grope for 
some little piece of common 
ground.  If there was an overall 
theme to that show, it had to be 
that when we, as a worldwide 
hodgepodge of cultures and 
beliefs, quit looking for common 
ground we might as well close up 
shop.

The Bulletin’s Schlitterbahn Galveston ticket contest has ended, and nine 
winners have been mailed a pair of tickets each. The value of this give-away 
totals more than $900!

We want to thank all of our readers for your loyalty. We noticed some of 
the names drawn sounded familiar, perhaps you may have won a contest in 
the past, so your continued readership is appreciated, and we are thrilled for 
our first-time winners as well. 

We hope, winner or not,  you will continue picking up and reading The 
Bulletin on a weekly basis and letting our advertisers know you saw their ads 
in The Bulletin.

 These contests are a way we thank our readers, and hopefully they draw 
some new Bulletin fans as well. We also got some feedback from you, and 
we appreciate you sharing this information with us.

Entries and winners came from across the county. The winners of our 
most popular contest of the year are: 

Krista Venne of Freeport; Angela Garza of Alvin, Mikel Monroe of 
Angleton; Katherine Wise of Brazoria; Krista Renteria of Angleton; 
Melissa Gonzales of Lake Jackson; Marlene Taylor of Angleton; Dorthy 
Ford of Angleton; and Vivian Hoffman of Freeport.

There will be more contests coming!

Schlitterbahn free ticket winners

BC offers Camp Moolah for kids
Brazosport College is giving 

children a head start on learning 
one of life’s most important skills: 
money management.

 Brazosport College’s Commu-
nity Education is offering a five-day 
money camp, titled Camp Moolah, 
for pre-teens, ages 11-13.

 Camp Moolah is designed to 
impact the thoughts and beliefs of 
youth about money and to encour-
age and inspire them to live the life 
of their dreams. The camp is filled 
with fun activities, money games 
and workshops on money man-
agement. It is scheduled for June 

19 through 23 on the Brazosport 
College campus.

 Students will also learn by 
participating in stimulating group 
projects on money management. 
The lessons learned in this camp 
will help create good financial 
habits that will last a lifetime.

 Camp Moolah is designed for 
middle school-aged youth whose 
parents want to give them a finan-
cial head start in life.

Registration is through Brazos-
port College Community Educa-
tion. Call (979) 230-3600 or visit 
www.brazosport.edu/ce.

ARE YOU READY 
FOR HURRICANE 

SEASON?
Check out our special 
pull-out section inside 

this issue
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Please let our advertisers know that 
you saw their ad in The Bulletin

SAILING THE SEAS WAS NOT 
HER SPECIALTY 

Q. The sister ships RMS 
Titanic, HMHS Britannic and RMS 
Olympic were bound by virtually 
identical designs and a similar 
family fate. Not so for Violet 
Jessop, who was in a class of her 
own. Explain, please.

A. You’re no doubt familiar with 
the circumstances surrounding the 
sinking of the Titanic in the North 
Atlantic on her maiden voyage in 
1912, leaving some 1500 of the 
2200 passengers and crew dead. 
But only a year earlier, under the 
command of Captain Edward 
Smith (later captain of the Titanic), 
the Olympic crashed into a Brit-
ish warship and nearly capsized, 
reports Dan Lewis in his book 
“Now I Know.” Fortunately, the ship 
was able to return to shore with 
no casualties. Then, in 1916, four 
years after the sinking of the Titanic, 
the Britannic sunk in the Mediter-
ranean Sea, though the death toll 
was smaller, with 1,036 of the 1,066 
people on board surviving.

One of the survivors was nurse 
Violet Jessop, who had previously 
been on the Titanic when it sank. 
“She is the only person to have 
survived both, and was also on the 

Olympic during its aforementioned 
collision.”

AEOLIAN PROCESSES FOR 
DESSERTS AND DUNES

Q. Aeolian (ee-O-lee-uhn) 
processes:  The name is both 
poetic and instructive. What does 
it signify?

A. Visit California’s Death Valley 
to view the sand dune, and you’ll 
see its handiwork. Named after the 
Greek god Aeolius, keeper of the 
winds, Aeolian processes pertain 
“to the godlike ways wind can sculpt 
a landscape,” says Lacy Schley in 
“Discover” magazine. “Over time, 
fine sediments such as silt or sand 
are picked up and deposited, build-
ing dunes or scouring rock bare.” 
Active in shaping exposed areas in 
deserts and along coastlines, Aeo-
lian processes are likely responsible 
for many of the formations on the 
surface of Mars and other planets 
as well.

DRONE TO THE RESCUE     
Q. How is the drone “Helper” 

living up to its name as the new 
member of a rescue team?

A. At Biscarrosse beach, on 
the southwest coast of France, a 
lifeguard team with an airborne 
division can come to the rescue of 
distressed swimmers more quickly 
than a solo lifeguard, reports “IEEE 
Spectrum” magazine. Helper, a 

remotely operated surveillance 
drone, can fly out to those in danger 
of drowning and drop them a life 
buoy, giving the lifeguard precious 
extra minutes to run across the 
sand, dive into the surf and com-
plete the rescue. 

WINNING MATH 
Q. Don’t dismiss those wacky 

math-sters out there who may 
have an answer for this one: Let’s 
say your beloved Cleveland Cava-
liers are leading by 18 points at 
halftime. Can you count on them 
having the game in the bag?

A. When Aaron Clauset of the 
University of Colorado and his 
colleagues analyzed more than a 
million encounters in basketball, 
hockey and American football, they 
found that much of the dynamics 
of these sporting contests fol-
lowed a simple model, reported 
“New Scientist” magazine. “The 
emergent behavior of these highly 
trained athletes in a well-regulated 
environment is basically equivalent 
to a random number generator.” 
The probability applied to a lead 
being “safe” at any given time. For 
example, for an NBA basketball 
game lasting 48 minutes, they cal-
culated that “a team with a lead of 
18 points halfway through the match 
will win 90% of the time.” To work 
out the lead required to be 90% safe 
for other times in a basketball game, 
you need “to multiply the square 
root of the remaining seconds by 
0.4602.”

Said Clauset, “This is stunningly 
accurate considering the model 
knows almost nothing about the 
rules of the game (‘Physical Review 
Letters’).”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at btcolumn@gmail.com)

Did you know?
• Disney didn’t make Giselle from 

“Enchanted” a Disney Princess 
because they would have to pay for 
lifelong rights to Amy Adams’ image.

• NASA claims that no behavioral 
emergencies have been reported in 
space — but a few mood and anxi-
ety disturbances have occurred.

• At Choco-Story New York 
— Manhattan’s first chocolate 
museum — visitors can watch bon-
bons being made and create their 
own hot cocoa.
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“Meeting of Minds” didn’t run 
long, probably a season or two in 
the late 70’s. It was billed as the 
“ultimate talk show,” but it lacked 
the sex, violence, and action that 
most viewers wanted. Any title with 
the word “mind” in it will likely send 
a large percentage of the televi-
sion audience in search of another 
channel.

I’ve long imagined my own 
Meeting of Minds scenario, not with 
actors but with real people brought 
back to life.  You can play, too. But 
you have to follow the rules.

Choose six people, from any era, 
who you would like to sit down and 
have a conversation with. They 
can’t be people you actually know, 
or have known. You can never have 
met them, even when you were a 
small child. You can choose a family 
member, but not one you’ve ever 
actually laid eyes on. They had to 
be out of the picture before you 
were in it.

Here, after much deliberation 
– years, in fact  –  are who I would 
invite to my magic table. I won’t 
serve coffee since two of my guests 
won’t know what it is, and that might 

make for an awkward moment.
Two of my favorite writers of 

fiction – Flannery O’Conner and W. 
Somerset Maugham – will be there; 
if I’m going to do this, why not get 
some useful information on how 
they crafted such perfect stories?  
Plato will sit between them, because 
a little philosophy never hurt a gath-
ering, so why not invite the guy who 
pretty much invented it?  

Sam Houston will sit right beside 
me.  I just spent three years 
researching and writing about him 
so I feel like we’re already buddies. 
Twelveth century martyr St. Thomas 
Beckett, a faith hero of mine, will 
have to make the longest journey 
time wise, nearly a millennia.  

Rounding out the group will be 
my paternal grandmother, who died 
a decade before I was born.  By all 
accounts, she was a pistol: a teller 
of tall tales, practical joker, and a big 
laugher.  Who knows?  This group 
might need a little joviality.

Steve Allen, who started all of 
this, might have made my short list.  
But I actually met him once, for just 
a couple of minutes. So choosing 
him would be a violation of my own 
rules. 

We were both guests at a talk 
radio station in Houston not long 
before he passed away, and I only 
had time, during the commercial 
break as he was being hustled out 
of the booth and me in, to shake his 
hand and thank him for “Meeting of 
Minds.” 

He looked a little confused as 
he was led out by his handler to 
another radio station; I’m sure most 
compliments that came his way 
were for his stint on “Tonight” and or 
for the many songs and books he 
wrote.

But “Meeting of Minds” was his 
masterpiece, in my opinion.  And I 
wanted him to know that.

So, who will be on your list?  Nar-
rowing it down will most probably 
prove a harder task than you think. 
Flannery O’Conner once said any-
thing worth doing well is difficult.

At least I think she said that. I’ll 
ask her.

Ron Rozelle’s columns can be 
accessed at ronrozellewordsmith
.wordpress.com. He is the author 
of “Writer’s Digest’s Write Great 
Fiction: Description & Setting,” 
and nine other books of fiction and 
nonfiction.

(Continued from Page 1)

Here’s my magic table of minds; who would sit at yours?

Michael Bailey of the Sons of the American Revolution, Cradle of 
Texas Chapter #33, presents the Sons of the American Revolution  
JROTC Bronze Medal To Alvin High School Recipient Marine Corps 
JROTC Cadet  Christian C. Fernandez.

For more than 50 years, the National Society of the Sons of the 
American Revolution (SAR) has awarded the JROTC Medal to foster 
the principle of the “citizen-soldier,” exemplified by the Minutemen of 
Revolutionary War days.

This award is presented by an SAR Chapter, State-level Society, or 
the National Society to JROTC cadets who are selected for having a high 
degree of merit with respect to leadership qualities, military bearing, and 
general excellence.

The recipients are selected by the Commanding Officer of the  JROTC 
unit.

SAR chapter presents ‘citizen soldier’ award
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At the Centennial State Convention, Lions of Texas announced the induc-
tion of long-time Lion leader Lewis Gardner into the Texas Lions Club Hall of 
Fame. 

Mr. Gardner received a commemorative plaque and a medal in addition 
to being added to the roster of Lions honored at the Texas Lions Museum in 
Kerrville, a facility he was instrumental in establishing.

Mr. Gardner has been an active Lion for more than 60 years. He has 
served the Angleton Lions Club in every office, many more than once. He is 
dedicated to youth activities: serving on the Lions club scholarship commit-
tee, developing a recognition program to honor youth community service, 
and organizing the Angleton Leo Club.

Upon retiring from 35 years of teaching Vocational Agriculture at Angle-
ton High School, Lewis increased his Lions Club activity by serving as the 
District Governor and visiting all 64 clubs in his Southeast Texas district. 
His outstanding guidance led to his election to lead the Lions of the State of 
Texas.

Representing his Angleton club, his district and Texas, Lion Lewis has 
attended multiple State and International Conventions in at least six coun-
tries.

Gardner inducted into Tx. Lions Hall of Fame
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saw their ads in The Bulletin.
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Communications, Inc.. E-mail 
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5407. Advertising and news 
release deadline is 5 p.m. 

Tuesday.
Our 23rd year of publishing!

HELP WANTED
Now hiring cooks, 

cashiers. $8.25/hour 
and up. (979) 798-9101 

or apply in person.
RED TOP RESTAURANT

Hwy. 36, Brazoria

FOR SALE: 2016 Polaris  
ZRZ Fox. Only 26.6 
miles on it! 825cc. Take 
over payments on loan. 
$393.46 monthly. Call Bill 
Henderson.

      979-798-8948

OF COURSE IT’S MY CAR OFFICER, WHY DO YOU ASK? 
A man, who was recently released from jail, drove to the courthouse in 
Albuquerque, N.M., in a vehicle he had stolen to be fitted with an ankle 
monitor to allow authorities to keep track of his whereabouts. Police had 
already been following them through a signal from a LoJack device that 
had recently been installed in the vehicle.

I APPRECIATE THE OFFER, MA’AM, BUT NO: A Florida High-
way Patrol officer was about to give a field sobriety test to a woman he 
had pulled over for drunk driving when she said, “I feel like kissing you.”

YES, RIGHT THIS WAY, MADAM: A package containing five 
pounds of methamphetamine was delivered to the wrong address in 
Bono, Ark., and the man who received it turned it in to the police. The 
cops then contacted the woman for whom the package was intended, 
and asked her to come down to the station to pick it up. She was imme-
diately arrested.

DO YOU KNOW WHO WE ARE!? A police officer confronted a 
couple getting a little too cozy under a blanket outdoors in Sebastian, 
Fla. They told the cop he had no right to arrest them because they were 
members of the Illuminati, a secret society made up of world leaders 
and intellectuals who use their influence in an effort to control the world. 
The officer did not believe them.

SORRY, SIR, I’M GOING ON MY BREAK: A man handed a 
note to a teller in a bank in Pontiac, Mich., demanding money and 
implying that he had a gun. But the teller just walked away, forcing the 
would-be robber to flee empty handed.

BUT I’M NOT ADMITTING ANYTHING, OFFICER: A man 
was arrested for DUI in Newville, Pa., while wearing a T-shirt that says 
“Drunk Lives Matter.”

SEE, I TOLD YOU HE WAS CRAZY: The family of a man in 
Tuscany, Italy, called emergency services, because a relative was 
exhibiting erratic behavior, and they felt he was suffering from psychi-
atric problems. When the ambulance arrived at the family home, the 
man leapt into the front seat, stealing the vehicle and driving it nearly 95 
miles.

YEAH, SURE, TARZAN: A Chilean tourist who got lost in Bolivia’s 
Amazon rainforest reported that he was able to survive for nine days 
because a group of monkeys helped him by dropping him food from the 
trees and leading him to water and shelter. Park rangers were skeptical 
of his story.

DO YOU HEAR BUZZING? After getting an anonymous phone 
call informing him that his wife of 18 years was cheating on him, a man 
caught her in the act by spying on her with a drone. He launched the 
device, and it provided aerial photographs of her meeting up with her 
lover when she said she was at work.

HEY, I’M THE VICTIM HERE! Due to the fact that she “had been 
drinking most of the day,” a Palm Beach, Fla., woman couldn’t remem-
ber where she left her six-year-old daughter. So she reported the child 
kidnapped in hopes that the police would be able to find her. The cops 
soon got to the bottom of it.

  Open
Sundays 
5:00-9:00 

for the
Summer!
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Peter Funt offers a few last words of advice for graduates
By Peter Funt
Special to The Bulletin

This year I have again not been 
asked to deliver any commence-
ment addresses. Nevertheless, as 
in the past, I will use this space to 
share my wisdom with the latest 
crop of graduates. 

I once heard a commencement 
speaker urge students to brush their 
teeth. Whether she was grasping at 
a clever metaphor for handling life 
after college, or she actually felt that 
a diploma along with good dental 
hygiene were keys to happiness, 
I couldn’t tell. Commencement 
speeches come in many flavors. 

Most speakers focus on rising to 
one’s full potential, reaching for the 
stars, and not being discouraged by 
failure. Solid advice, indeed. But to 
the Class of 2017 I also offer this: 

Read a newspaper:  The 
more college students I speak with, 
the more alarmed I become about 
the general disregard for current 
events. I don’t mean what’s trend-
ing on the Internet or what’s hot in 
Hollywood, I mean actual news. If 
you truly hope to get ahead, keep 
up with the information you ought to 
know, not just the material you want 
to know. 

Limit mobile devices: I’ve 
seen students using cellphones 
while crossing the stage to receive 
their diplomas. Listen, instant com-

munication has revolutionized our 
lives and your generation, but don’t 
let it become an obsession. 

Go slowly: Sure, you want a 
good career, a lot of money and 
a family of your own. But if those 
things don’t present themselves 
immediately, then get a paid intern-
ship, work for a non-profit, or be a 
volunteer if you can afford to. Do the 
things that many of us wish we had 
done after college, and then found 
too difficult to arrange once our lives 
became more complicated. 

Call home: After college I 
went for almost a decade in a self-
absorbed world of my own. I felt I 
didn’t need help with life, and I took 
that to mean I could drift away from 
my family. Big mistake. The time 
is precious, and if you squander 
it now, chances are you’ll regret it 
later. Being independent doesn’t 
mean cutting family ties. 

Vote: Now there’s an unusual 
piece of advice for college grads, 
but it’s troubling to learn how many 
people in their twenties aren’t regis-
tered and don’t vote. 

Sometimes it’s because they are 
transplanted to new communities; 
or, it’s just a conviction that a single 
vote won’t mean anything. Voting is 
not only your civic responsibility, it 
actually makes you feel good when 
you do it. 

Smile once each day: We 

live in an age when the letters LOL 
are typed routinely by people sitting 
at keyboards without even cracking 
a smile. 

Laughing out loud, or at least 
smiling, isn’t just a mental exercise, 
it’s a facial exercise; in fact, it’s a 
full-body workout. And try doing it 
once in a while when you’re alone. 
Andy Rooney was right when he 
said, “If you smile when no one’s 
around, it proves you really mean it.” 

Go somewhere: As soon as 
you can manage it, get out of the 
country and see what the rest of 
the world is about. Broadening the 
horizons of your mind is enhanced 
by expanding the horizons of your 
travels. 

Get over yourself: At gradu-
ation they pump you up because 
you’ve earned it. Now, get real. 
The diploma counts for a lot, but 
it doesn’t mean you know it all, or 
even a small part of it. 

View the next phase of life as an 
even greater learning experience 
than the one you just went through. 
In fact, if you really want to help 
your own cause, sign up now for 
that literature class you were afraid 
to take last year because it might 
have hurt your GPA. 

Peter Funt is a writer and 
speaker. His book, “Cautiously Opti-
mistic,” is available at Amazon.com 
and CandidCamera.com.©2017.
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Rising sea levels could mean twice as much flood risk, economic impact for coastal cities
By Amina Khan
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

The effects of rising oceans 
on coastal flooding may be even 
worse than we thought. Scien-
tists have found that a mere 10 
to 20 centimeters, or about 4 to 8 
inches, of sea-level rise — which is 
expected by 2050 — will more than 

double the frequency of serious 
flooding events in many parts of the 
globe, including along the Califor-
nia coastline.

The findings, described in Scien-
tific Reports, highlight the environ-
mental and economic impacts of 
sea-level rise on coastal areas, and 
the need to properly predict and 

prepare for these effects.
As global warming marches 

onward and land-ice reserves 
continue to melt into the seas 
— thanks in large part to human-
produced greenhouse gases 
— oceans are continuing their 
upward creep.

Researchers have long made 

global-scale estimates of sea-level 
rise and analyzed what effects the 
ocean’s ascent will have on coastal 
erosion, on the environment and 
on human communities. Those 
estimates have taken into account 
storm surge and tidal fluctuations, 
among other variables. But they 
haven’t included a crucial factor: 
waves.

“Most of these tide gauges are 
within harbors or in protected 
areas, so they don’t record any 
water level associated with waves,” 
said Sean Vitousek, a coastal 
scientist at the University of Illinois 
at Chicago.

Waves might seem like small 
potatoes compared with high tides, 
but they can have a big impact, 
Vitousek said.

“Waves often generate a pretty 
significant portion of the actual 
flood levels,” he explained. “For 
instance, if you think about just 
tides and storm surge, then in 
some areas, waves can add an 
additional 50 to 100 percent of that 
existing water level.”

That’s particularly true in Cali-
fornia. Much of the flooding in the 
state is dominated by wave-driven 
events — which is why El Nino 
years with extremely large waves 
can have such profound effects 

on coastal erosion. A recent paper 
by one of Vitousek’s co-authors 
showed that the 2015-16 El Nino 
season caused unprecedented 
levels of erosion across much of 
the West Coast.

Even on islands in the Pacific 
and other equatorial regions where 
waves are smaller and the tides 
bring only a few centimeters of 
change, waves can have an outsize 
impact — in part because humans 
may build closer to the water line 
in those areas and be unprepared 
for the changes that come with 
sea-level rise.

For this paper, Vitousek and his 
colleagues combined wave, tidal 
and storm surge models with their 
data on sea-level projections. The 
results showed that 10 to 20 cen-
timeters of sea-level rise happen-
ing no later than 2050 could have 
major impacts in many parts of 
the globe, including around India, 
the Indian Ocean and the tropical 
Atlantic along the west coast of 
Africa.

“Often these areas are fairly 
low-lying, have a lot of develop-
ment, and those areas would also 
be fairly impacted by future sea-
level rise,” he said. “As you go to 
higher latitudes, you’ll still get these 
effects, but not quite as much, 

High surf crashes into the sea wall near Big Rock on Will Rogers State 
Beach along the Pacific Coast Highway in Pacific Palisades on Oct. 
27, 2015. A new study finds that rising sea levels will double the risk 
of flooding along the West Coast and elsewhere. (Al Seib/Los Angeles 
Times/TNS)
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HURRICANE SEASON 2017 – BE PREPARED, STAY SAFE
Special Section of The Bulletin 

June 6, 2017
PULL THIS SECTION FROM THE PAPER AND SAVE IT FOR FUTURE REFERENCE

Preparing your home
Hurricane winds can cause trees 

and branches to fall, so before 
hurricane season, trim or remove 
damaged trees and limbs to keep 
you and your property safe.

SECURE loose rain gutters and 
downspouts and clear any clogged 
areas or debris to prevent water 
damage to your property.

REDUCE property damage by 
retrofitting to secure and reinforce 
the roof, windows and doors, 
including the garage doors.

PURCHASE a portable genera-

tor or install a generator for use 
during power outages. Remember 
to keep generators and other 
alternate power/heat sources 
outside, at least 20 feet away from 
windows and doors and protected 
from moisture; and NEVER try to 
power the house wiring by plug-
ging a generator into a wall outlet.

CONSIDER building a FEMA 
safe room or ICC 500 storm shel-
ter designed for protection from 
high-winds and in locations above 
flooding levels.  

Basic 
preparedess tips

Know where to go. If you are 
ordered to evacuate, know the 
local hurricane evacuation route(s) 
to take and have a plan for where 
you can stay. Contact your local 
emergency management agency for 
more information.

Put together a disaster supply 
kit, including a flashlight, batteries, 
cash, first aid supplies, and copies 
of your critical information if you 
need to evacuate

If you are not in an area that 
is advised to evacuate and you 
decide to stay in your home, plan for 
adequate supplies in case you lose 
power and water for several days 
and you are not able to leave due to 
flooding or blocked roads.

Make a family emergency com-
munication plan.

Many communities have text or 
email alerting systems for emer-
gency notifications.To find out what 
alerts are available in your area, 
search the Internet with your town, 
city, or county name and the word 
“alerts.”

Know your hurricane risk. Talk to 
your local emergency management 
agency.

Make an emergency plan.
Build or restock your basic disas-

ter supplies kit, including food and 
water, a flashlight, batteries, char-
gers, cash, and first aid supplies.

Consider buying flood insurance.
Familiarize yourself with local 

emergency plans. Know where to 
go and how to get there should you 
need to get to higher ground or to 
evacuate.

Make a 
hurricane plan
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For those of us who still like to chart storms the old fashioned way, save 
this page to plot the coordinates. The National Hurricane Center website also 
has probaabilities regarding hurricane movements.

A boat that is damaged by a hurricane can wind up costing far more 
to fix than a marine insurance policy costs annually. Review your boat 
policy’s requirements and be sure to comply with them.

 Most insurance providers require a formal written Storm Plan detailing 
where and how your boat must be secured during a major storm. 

Check with your marina, storage facility or the owner of the private dock 
where your boat is moored to be sure the vessel can remain there during 
a hurricane. If it can stay, know the procedure for securing not only your 
boat, but those docked around it, as well. A boat that breaks loose in a 
hurricane can wind up damaging your boat.

If you have to move your boat from its current slip in the event of a 
storm, decide where you are going to have it hauled before a hurricane is 
forecast.

Make an inventory, preferably by video, of all valuable fixed items such 
as marine electronics that you cannot remove from your boat. Store all 
the boat’s documents, including your marine insurance policy, in a secure 
place off the vessel.

 Lastly, keep an eye to the sky and closely monitor local and national 
weather services, including NOAA Weather Radio and the National 
Weather Service’s National Hurricane Center www.nhc.noaa.gov.

Hurricane preparations for your boatWhat goes into the making and direction of a hurricane?
What is the AMO?
The AMO is an ongoing series of 

long-duration changes in the sea 
surface temperature of the North 
Atlantic Ocean with cool and warm 
phases that may last for 20-40 
years at a time and a difference of 
about 1°F between extremes. 

These changes are natural and 
have been occurring for at least the 
last 1,000 years.

How much of the Atlantic 
are we talking about?

Most of the Atlantic between the 
equator and Greenland changes 
in unison. Some area of the North 
Pacific also seem to be affected.

What phase are we in right now?
Since the mid-1990s, we have 

been in a warm phase.

What are the impacts of 
the AMO?

The AMO has affected air 
temperatures and rainfall over 
much of the Northern Hemisphere, 
in particular, North America and 
Europe. It is associated with 
changes in the frequency of North 
American droughts and is reflected 
in the frequency of severe Atlantic 
hurricanes. 

It alternately obscures and exag-
gerates the global increase in tem-
peratures due to human-induced 
global warming.

How do El Niño and the 
AMO influence hurricanes?

In a relationship that’s well 
understood, El Niño tends to sup-
press Atlantic hurricane activity, 

mainly by enhancing upper-level 
wind shear, while La Niña favors 
more Atlantic activity by reducing 
wind shear. These factors come 
and go from year to year. 

Meanwhile, the ups and downs 
of the AMO/THC modulate hur-
ricane activity over much longer 
periods by affecting sea-surface 
temperatures and other conditions 
over the tropical and subtropical 
Atlantic. 

“These changes are natural and 
have been occurring for at least the 
last 1,000 years,” notes a NOAA 
FAQ on the phenomenon.

Over the last couple of years, 
the AMO/THC has slowed down, in 
tandem with a reduction in Atlantic 
hurricane activity.
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• The lowest pressure reading 
at landfall is from the 1935 Labor 
Day Storm: the reading  was 892 
millibars. 

That hurricane still holds the 
record as the third most powerful  
storm ever recorded. Hurricane 
Allen (1980) had a reading of 899 
millibars while both Hurricane Mitch 
(1998) and Hurricane Camille 
(1969) had readings of 905 mil-
libars.

• In 1969, Hurricane Camille 
produced a 25-foot storm surge 
in Mississippi. Camille sustained 
Category 5 strength for 30 consecu-
tive hours.

Dial 2-1-1 to register for a ride 
Brazoria County resident - if 
you have special health care or 
transportation needs, you need 
to make extra efforts to get ready 
for hurricane season. Remember, 
hurricane season officially contin-
ues through Nov. 30.

Operators answering the 
phones at 2-1-1 are prepared to 
help you register for transportation 
and offer special assistance now.

If you have special health care 
needs, register by dialing 2-1-1: 

Gulf coast residents with special 
health care needs (including those 
who are disabled or medically frag-
ile) who live in evacuation zones 
and do not have friends or family to 
help in an evacuation should regis-
ter for a ride in advance by dialing 
2-1-1. Call 211 before a storm is in 
the Gulf. This service is for people 
who cannot drive themselves or 
make transportation arrangements.

If you need transportation, regis-
ter with 2-1-1: If you do not have a 
car or other vehicle, and you cannot 

If you lack transportation, dial 2-1-1 to register
get a ride with friends, neighbors or 
family, register in advance for a ride 
by dialing 2-1-1. If those attempts 
fail, contact your local emergency 
coordinators office.

In the event of an evacuation, 
individuals who have registered 
with 2-1-1, will need to meet at an 
evacuation HUB.

To allow hearing impaired folks 
to register for 211 help before an 
event, please email or text your 
contact info to: 211@brazoria-
county.com

Follow these steps to prepare your 
vehicle for evacuation

• Fill up with fuel before you 
leave town. It’s smart to keep your 
tank at least half full during the 
entire hurricane season.

• Check your vehicle’s fluid 
levels and ensure there is 
adequate coolant in the radiator.

• Don’t forget your tires. Check 
for proper air pressure because 
hot road surfaces are rough on 
tires. Be sure that your spare tire 
has air and that you have the 
proper equipment to change your 
tire.

Ensure you have a jack and lug 
wrench in your vehicle and know 
where they are in the vehicle.

Your owner’s manual should 
have instructions for changing 

tires and flats.
• Make sure to carry water and 

non-perishable food; enough for 
you and your passengers in case 
you become stranded.

• If you are stranded, stay with 
your vehicle and use emergency 
flashers. Tie a white cloth on the 
antenna or door handle and raise 
the hood.

• Have a working flashlight and 
extra batteries in your vehicle.

• If your vehicle is stranded in 
high water, escape through the 
windows. If they are stuck, use 
a window punch to break the 
side windows and get out. If you 
cannot break the windows, wait for 
pressure to equalize and get out.

Did you know?
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Preparing for a Disaster and Evacuation:
• Make sure your pet can be identified with an I.D. tag and microchip. 

Don’t forget to register the microchip with a locator database.
• If evacuation occurs, don’t wait to the last minute and don’t leave your 

pet at home. Think of a place to take your pet ahead of time.
• Have an emergency kit with basic pet care items, including a two-

week supply of food and water.
• Keep a cat carrier and/or dog leashes near the front door and within 

reach.
• Leave pet information, such as type, amount and behavior tenden-

cies, at your front door in case you must evacuate before going home and 
authorities search the neighborhood for those left behind.

Pet Care During and After Evacuation:
• Keep the animal confined when staying in your pre-designated tem-

porary location and maintain confinement when you return home.
• If the pet has been deprived of food, slowly re-introduce food in small 

portions when returning home.
• View the pet’s environment and spot out any potential hazards, such 

as broken glass or fallen utility lines.
• Take the pet for a medical check-up to ensure the animal’s health 

hasn’t been affected.

How to evacuate with pets

From the Hurricane Preparedness Guide

SHOULD I EVACUATE?
Local officials will make manda-

tory evacuation decisions before a 
storm makes landfall. 

Hurricanes can become much 
more dangerous in a matter of 
hours. It is NOT safe to wait. Plan to 
leave early.

WHERE SHOULD I GO?
You may evacuate to any city you 

choose. 
Brazoria County residents have 

been assigned Belton, Texas for 
public shelters. 

If you do not have hotel reserva-
tions, or family you can stay with, 
you may evacuate to the public 
shelters. 

Local conditions and considering your options are important ingredients of staying safe
WHAT ROUTE SHOULD 

I TAKE?
There are no mandatory routes 

you must take when evacuating 
from your city.  

When weather is good, take your 
family on an outing to check routes 
and become familiar with roadways.

The State has designated 
evacuation routes: SH-36, SH-288, 
SH-6, I-45, SH-290, HWY-59. If you 
choose to take an alternate route, 
essential services such as food, 
fuel, etc. are not guaranteed.

Contra-flow lanes might be open 

on SH-45, I-10, and SH-290 thirty-
six (36) hours prior to the arrival of 
gale force winds. 

Have more than one route 
planned, realizing that contra-flow 
lanes have priority over all other 
routes.

WHEN EVACUATING 
YOU SHOULD

• Coordinate your departure with 
the people who will be traveling with 
you. Notify an out-of-area person of 
your evacuation plans.

• Make arrangements for your 

pets.
• Pack your disaster supply kit 

into your vehicle.
• Secure your home.
• Double check your evacuation 

route and leave.

SHOULD YOU STAY
 There are NO SHELTERS in 

Brazoria County. There will be NO 
SERVICES available to you (sewer, 
water, etc). Hospitals will close, 
ambulances will not run, and police 
and fire cannot respond until the 
storm passes.

Rainfall, flooding cause of concern
Tropical cyclones often pro-

duce widespread, torrential rains 
in excess of 6 inches, which may 
result in deadly and destructive 
floods. In fact, flooding is the major 
threat from tropical cyclones for 
people living inland. Flash flood-
ing, defined as a rapid rise in 
water levels, can occur quickly due 
to intense rainfall. Longer term 
flooding on rivers and streams can 
persist for several days after the 

storm. When approaching water on 
a roadway, always remember Turn 
Around Don’t Drown.

Rainfall amounts are not directly 
related to the strength of tropical 
cyclones but rather to the speed 
and size of the storm, as well as 
the geography of the area. Slower 
moving and larger storms produce 
more rainfall. In addition, mountain-
ous terrain enhances rainfall from a 
tropical cyclone.

Tornadoes
Hurricanes and tropical storms 

can also produce tornadoes. 
These tornadoes most often 
occur in thunderstorms embed-
ded in rain bands well away from 
the center of the hurricane; how-
ever, they can also occur near 
the eyewall. Usually, tornadoes 
produced by tropical cyclones 
are relatively weak , but they still 
pose a significant threat.
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Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Wind Scale categories highlight sustained wind speeds, danger level
Category 1 (74-95 mph)
Very dangerous winds will 

produce some damage: Well-
constructed frame homes could 
have damage to roof, shingles, 
vinyl siding and gutters. Large 
branches of trees will snap, and 
shallowly rooted trees may be 

toppled. Extensive damage to 
power lines and poles likely will 
result in power outages that could 
last a few to several days.

Category 2 (96-110 mph)
Extremely dangerous winds will 

cause extensive damage: Well-
constructed frame homes could 

sustain major roof and siding 
damage. Many shallowly rooted 
trees will be snapped or uprooted 
and block numerous roads. 
Near-total power loss is expected 
with outages that could last from 
several days to weeks.
Category 3 (111-129 mph)
Devastating damage will occur: 

Well-built framed homes may 
incur major damage or removal 
of roof decking and gable ends. 
Many trees will be snapped or 
uprooted, blocking numerous 

roads. Electricity and water will 
be unavailable for several days to 
weeks after the storm passes.
Category 4 (130-156 mph)
Catastrophic damage will 

occur: Well-built framed homes 
can sustain severe damage with 
loss of most of the roof structure 
and/or some exterior walls. Most 
trees will be snapped or uprooted 
and power poles downed. Fallen 
trees and power poles will isolate 
residential areas. Power outages 
will last weeks to possibly months. 
Most of the area will be uninhabit-
able for weeks or months.

Category 5 (157 mph or 
higher)

Catastrophic damage will occur: 
A high percentage of framed 
homes will be destroyed, with 
total roof failure and wall collapse. 

Fallen trees and power poles will 
isolate residential areas. Power 
outages will last for weeks to 
possibly months. Most of the area 
will be uninhabitable for weeks or 
months.

The Saffir-Simpson Hurricane 
Wind Scale is a 1 to 5 rating 
based on a hurricane’s sustained 
wind speed. 

This scale estimates potential 
property damage. Hurricanes 
reaching Category 3 and higher 
are considered major hurricanes 
because of their potential for sig-
nificant loss of life and damage. 
Category 1 and 2 storms are still 
dangerous, however, and require 
preventative measures. In the 
western North Pacific, the term 
“super typhoon” is used for tropi-
cal cyclones with sustained winds 
exceeding 150 mph.

Enroll in STEP 
when traveling 
to a hurricane-
prone country 

Enroll in the U.S. State Depart-
ment’s free Traveler Enrollment 
Program (STEP).

Enrolling in STEP lets you sign 
up to receive important information 
from the nearest U.S. Embassy or 
Consulate about safety conditions 
in your destination country and 
allows your country to better assist 
you in case of an emergency.

• Purchase comprehensive 
travel insurance.

• Use our Traveler’s Checklist to 
help you organize an emergency 
kit.

• Follow the instructions of local 
authorities concerning security 
and evacuation. Doing so could 
save your life.

• Monitor local radio, television, 
and other sources of information to 
stay aware of any weather devel-
opments in the area. Minor tropical 
storms can quickly develop into 
dangerous storms, limiting the 
time available for a safe evacua-
tion.

• Keep in touch with your tour 
operators, hotel staff, cruise com-
pany, airlines, and local officials 
for evacuation instructions.

• Update friends and family in 
the United States as regularly as 
possible to let them know how you 
are doing. If you use social media, 
consider ways to keep your status 
updated.

• Always carry the telephone 
number and address for both your 
hotel and nearest U.S. Embassy. 
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Even if hurricane season is a breeze, prepare for the worst

Colorado State University scien-
tists have added up all their data, 
as they do right before hurricane 
season, and have issued this report 
on the current season.

We anticipate that the 2017 Atlan-
tic basin hurricane season will have 
slightly below average activity. The 
current neutral ENSO is likely to 
transition to either weak or moder-
ate El Niño conditions by the peak 
of the Atlantic hurricane season. 

The tropical Atlantic has 
anomalously cooled over the past 
month, and the far North Atlantic is 
relatively cold, potentially indicative 
of a negative phase of the Atlantic 
Multi-Decadal Oscillation. 

We anticipate a below-average 
probability for major hurricanes 
making landfall along the United 
States coastline and in the Carib-
bean. As is the case with all hur-
ricane seasons, coastal residents 

are reminded that it only takes one 
hurricane making landfall to make 
it an active season for them. They 
should prepare the same for every 
season, regardless of how much 
activity is predicted.

We estimate that 2017 will have 
4 hurricanes (median is 6.5), 11 
named storms (median is 12.0), 50 
named storm days (median is 60.1), 
16 hurricane days (median is 21.3), 
2 major (Category 3-4-5) hurricane 
(median is 2.0) and 4 major hur-
ricane days (median is 3.9).

The probability of U.S. major 
hurricane landfall is estimated to be 
about 80 percent of the long-period 
average. We expect Atlantic basin 
Accumulated Cyclone Energy (ACE) 
and

Net Tropical Cyclone (NTC) activ-
ity in 2017 to be approximately 80 
percent of their long-term averages.

This forecast is based on an 

extended-range early April statisti-
cal prediction scheme that was 
developed using 29 years of past 
data. Analog predictors are also 
utilized. There is the potential for 
shear-enhancing El Niño conditions 
to develop over the next several 
months. 

The tropical Atlantic has cooled 
over the past month, and the far 
North Atlantic is currently colder 
than normal. These cold anomalies 
tend to force atmospheric conditions 
that are less conducive for Atlantic 
hurricane formation and intensifica-
tion.

Coastal residents are reminded 
that it only takes one hurricane 
making landfall to make it an active 
season for them, and they need to 
prepare the same for every season, 
regardless of how much activity is 
predicted.

Probabilities for at least one 
major (category 3-4-5) hurricane 
landfall on each of the following 
coastal areas:

1) Entire U.S. coastline - 42% 
(average for last century is 52%)

2) U.S. East Coast Including 
Peninsula Florida - 24% (average 
for last century is 31%)

3) Gulf Coast from the Florida 
Panhandle westward to Brownsville 
- 24% (average for last century is 
30%)

Probability for at least one 
major (category 3-4-5) hurricane 
tracking into the caribbean (10-
20°n, 60-88°w)

1) 34% (average for last century 
is 42%)

We issue these forecasts to 
satisfy the curiosity of the general 
public and to bring attention to 
the hurricane problem. There is a 
general interest in knowing what the 
odds are for an active or inactive 
season. 

One must remember that our 
forecasts are based on the premise 
that those global oceanic and atmo-
spheric conditions which preceded 
comparatively active or inactive hur-
ricane seasons in the past provide 
meaningful information about similar 
trends in future seasons.

It is also important that the reader 
appreciate that these seasonal 
forecasts are based on statisti-
cal schemes which, owing to their 
intrinsically probabilistic nature, will 
fail in some years.

The Colorado State University data was gathered 
earlier than other data, which have made the 

probability of a hurricane striking the U.S. coast more 
likely. What’s most important is to be prepared.
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The deadly storm surge
Storm surge and large waves produced by hurricanes pose the great-

est threat to life and property along the coast.
Storm Surge is an abnormal rise of water generated by a storm’s winds. 

Storm surge can reach heights well over 20 feet and can span hundreds 
of miles of coastline.

Storm Tide is the water level rise during a storm due to the combination 
of storm surge and the astronomical tide.

The destructive power of storm surge and large battering waves can 
result in loss of life, buildings destroyed, beach and dune erosion and 
road and bridge damage along the coast. Storm surge can travel several 
miles inland. In estuaries and bayous, salt water intrusion endangers 
public health and the environment.

Tropical storm-force winds are 
strong enough to be dangerous 
to those caught in them. For this 
reason, emergency managers plan 
on having their evacuations com-
plete and their personnel sheltered 
before the onset of tropical storm-
force winds, not hurricane-force 

winds.
Hurricane-force winds, 74 mph 

or more, can destroy buildings and 
mobile homes. Debris, such as 
signs, roofing material, siding and 
small items left outside become 
flying missiles during hurricanes. 
Winds can stay above hurricane 

strength well inland. In 2004, Hurri-
cane Charley made landfall at Punta 
Gorda on the southwest Florida 
coast and produced major damage 
well inland across central Florida 
with gusts of more than 100 mph.

Atlantic and Eastern Pacific 
hurricanes are classified into five 
categories according to the Saffir-
Simpson Hurricane Wind Scale, 
which estimates potential property 
damage according to the hurricane’s 
sustained wind speed.

Hurricane-force winds cause major property loss, injuries

Dangerous rip 
currents

The strong winds of a tropical 
cyclone can cause dangerous 
waves that pose a significant hazard 
to mariners and coastal residents 
and visitors. When the waves break 
along the coast, they can produce 
deadly rip currents - even at large 
distances from the storm.

Rip currents are channeled cur-
rents of water flowing away from 
shore, usually extending past the 
line of breaking waves, that can pull 
even the strongest swimmers away 
from shore.

In 2008, despite the fact that Hur-
ricane Bertha was more than 1,000 
miles offshore, the storm resulted in 
rip currents that killed three people 
along the New Jersey coast and 
required 1,500 lifeguard rescues in 
Ocean City, Maryland, over a one- 
week period.

In 2009, all six deaths in the 
United States directly attributable 
to tropical cyclones occurred as the 
result of drowning from large waves 
or strong rip currents.

WHEN THE HURRICANE IS 6-18 HOURS AWAY
Turn on your TV/radio, or check your city/county website every 30 min-

utes in order to get the latest weather updates and emergency instructions.
Charge your cell phone now so you will have a full battery in case you 

lose power.

If you’re not in an area that is recommended for evacuation, plan to stay 
at home or where you are and let friends and family know where you are.

Close storm shutters, and stay away from windows. Flying glass from 
broken windows could injure you.

Turn your refrigerator or freezer to the coldest setting and open only 
when necessary. If you lose power, food will last longer. Keep a thermom-
eter in the refrigerator to be able to check the food temperature when the 
power is restored.

WHEN THE HURRICANE IS 6 HOURS AWAY

Bookmark your city or county website for quick access to storm updates 
and emergency instructions.

Bring loose, lightweight objects inside that could become projectiles in 
high winds (e.g., patio furniture, garbage cans); anchor objects that would 
be unsafe to bring inside (e.g., propane tanks); and trim or remove trees 
close enough to fall on the building.

Cover all of your home’s windows. Permanent storm shutters offer the 
best protection for windows. A second option is to board up windows with 
5/8” exterior grade or marine plywood, cut to fit and ready to install.

WHEN THE HURRICANE IS 18-36 HOURS AWAY

Listen to local officials for updates 
and instructions.

Check-in with family and friends 
by texting or using social media.

Return home only when authori-
ties indicate it is safe.

Watch out for debris and downed 
power lines.

Avoid walking or driving through 
flood waters. Just 6 inches of 
moving water can knock you down, 
and fast-moving water can sweep 
your vehicle away.

Avoid flood water as it may be 
electrically charged from under-
ground or downed power lines. 

After the storm
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where liars’ and blasphemers’ 
tongues were cut out and fed to the 
cats.

BARKING UP THE WRONG 
TREE: This refers to hunting dogs 
that may have chased their prey up 
a tree. The dogs bark, assuming 
that the prey is still in the tree, when 
the prey is no longer there.

TURN A BLIND EYE: The 
British Naval hero, Admiral Horatio 
Nelson, had one blind eye. Once 
when the British forces signaled 
for him to stop attacking a fleet of 
Danish ships, he held up a tele-
scope to his blind eye and said, “I 

do not see the signal.” He attacked, 
nevertheless, and was victorious.

BURY THE HATCHET: This 
one dates back to the early times 
in North America when the Puritans 
were at conflict with the Native 
Americans. When negotiating 
peace, the Native Americans would 
bury all their hatchets, knives, clubs, 
and tomahawks. Weapons literally 
were buried and made inaccessible.

CAUGHT RED-HANDED: This 
originates from an old English law 
that ordered any person to be pun-
ished for butchering an animal that 
wasn’t his own. The only way the 
person could be convicted is if he 

was caught with the animal’s blood 
still on his hands.

DON’T THROW THE BABY 
OUT WITH THE BATHWATER: 
In the early 1500s, people only 
bathed once a year. Not only that, 
but they also bathed in the same 
water without changing it! The 
adult males would bathe first, then 
the females, leaving the children 
and babies to go last. By the time 
the babies got in, the water was 
clouded with filth. The poor mothers 

had to take extra care that their 
babies were not thrown out with the 
bathwater.

GIVE A COLD SHOULDER: 
In medieval England, it was custom-
ary to give a guest a cold piece of 
meat from the shoulder of mutton, 
pork, or beef chop when the host 
felt it was time for the guest to 
leave. This was a polite way to com-
municate, “You may leave, now.”

GO THE WHOLE NINE 
YARDS: During World War II, the 

fighter pilots were equipped with 
nine yards of ammunition. When 
they ran out, it meant that they 
had tried their best at fighting off 
the target with the entirety of their 
ammunition.

LET ONE’S HAIR DOWN: 
In public, the aristocratic women 
of medieval times were obliged to 
appear in elegant hairdos that were 
usually pulled up. The only time 
they would “let their hair down” was 
when they came home and relaxed.

RUB THE WRONG WAY: 
Early Americans, during the colonial 
times, would ask their servants to 
rub their oak floorboards “the right 
way”.

 The wrong way (not wiping them 
with dry fabric after wet fabric) 
would cause streaks to form and 
ruin it, leaving the homeowner 
annoyed. Alternatively, it could have 
derived from rubbing a cat’s fur the 
“wrong way,” which annoys them.

That’s all I have for now. It took 
a while to look these up on the 
internet machine, and I’m pooped 
(meaning obvious, and I am scared 
to look up its origin).

It’s raining cats and dogs clichés in this column, but do you ever wonder how they started?
(Continued from Page 1)

Dog idioms and sayings
“Why keep a dog and bark 

yourself?”
Meaning: Why hire someone to 

do something, then do it yourself?
“That dog won’t hunt.”
Meaning: That won’t work, forget 

it.
“My dogs are barking.”
Meaning: My feet hurt.
“Three dog night.”
Meaning: Very cold; referring to 

the number of dogs to cuddle up 
with to stay warm.

“Dog days of summer”
Meaning: The hottest weeks of 

summer, from early July to early 
August; this is also when Sirius, the 
Dog Star, rises and sets with the 
sun.

“Dog my cats!”
Meaning: Oh my!
“A dog’s breakfast/dinner.”
Meaning: A mixture of all kinds of 

things.
“I’ve got to go see a man 

about a dog.”
Meaning: I’m going to the rest-

room.
“Sad as a hound dog’s eye.”
Meaning: Very sad, indeed.
“Like a dog with two tails.”
Meaning: Very happy.
“It’s a dog-eat-dog world.”
Meaning: Take what you want and 

only look out for yourself because 
that’s what everyone else is doing.

“Gone to the dogs.”
Meaning: Something has lost all 

its good qualities and gone bad.
“Raining cats and dogs.”
Meaning: Very heavy rainfall.

Did you know?
• During the Apollo 11 mission, 

the average age in the NASA con-
trol room was just 28.

• Research shows that the white 
part of a panda helps it hide in 
snowy habitats. A panda’s black 
arms and legs help it to hide in the 
shade.

• A recent British Airways flight 
from London to San Francisco was 
delayed for four hours because 
someone spotted a mouse.
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(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/
o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelis-
tic Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, 
Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

Living together without marriage is outside God’s plan
My Answer by Billy Graham

Q: I want to get married, but my 
boyfriend says we need to live 
together to see if it’s going to work 
out. He says all our friends do it, 
and I guess he’s right, but I’m not 
sure I want to go down this road. 
What is your advice? - K. McG.

  A: It may be popular with some 
of your friends, but for both practi-
cal and spiritual reasons I strongly 
urge you not to go down the road 
your boyfriend is urging you to 
take.

  On a practical level, the prob-
lem with simply living together is 
that there’s no real commitment, 
either to each other or to marriage. 
What’s to keep your boyfriend from 
deciding he doesn’t want to be tied 
down, and suddenly casting you 
aside? Or what’s to keep you from 
leaving after a minor disagreement 
(as happens in almost any rela-
tionship)? The answer is simple: 

precisely nothing.
  But I also hope you’ll avoid this 

for spiritual reasons. God gave 
marriage to us for our happiness 
and mutual help, and in His eyes 
it’s a solemn commitment to be 
faithful to each other, no matter 
what happens. This is why the 
Bible commands us to avoid sexual 
relations outside of marriage. 
Only then can true love flourish, 
and only then will your relation-
ship grow stronger over the years. 
Jesus said, “So they are no longer 
two, but one flesh. Therefore what 
God has joined together, let no one 
separate” (Matthew 19:6).

  At the moment, your boyfriend’s 
suggestion may be very tempting, 
but it’s filled with uncertainty and 
great risk, as many have discov-
ered, to their sorrow. Instead, I 
pray you will put Jesus Christ at 
the center of your life, and seek His 
will for your future. God’s way is 
always best.

Tribune Media Services 

Building community leaders goal of Angleton Chamber of Commerce’s Leadership program

Members of the Angleton Chamber of Commerce’s 2017 Leadership Class were honored recently at a graduation 
ceremony during a network luncheon held at Brazos Springs. Distinguished Leadership Award Winner Jarrod 
Smith, attorney, was presented his award by Anne Allstott, branch manager at TDECU in Angleton.  

Leadership Angleton is designed 
to promote and foster the develop-
ment of community leaders for 
the Angleton Area by acquainting 
program participants with the area’s 
assets, needs, and opportunities.

This program provides a forum to 

discuss community challenges with 
representatives from the Angleton 
Area. 

By providing an awareness of the 
continuous growth of the Angleton 
Area, Leadership Angleton strives to 
stimulate leadership skills and moti-

vate participants to choose an area 
of interest for active involvement 
upon graduation from the program.

The ultimate goal of this program 
is to build community leaders for 
today and tomorrow. For more infor-
mation, call (979) 849-4520.
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Did you know?

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

• According to new research, 
happy music samples prompt the 
fastest memory recall compared to 
peaceful, sad, or scary samples.

• Those who change to fit their 
circumstances tend to be more sat-
isfied with their lives than those who 
change the world to fit themselves.

• The act of a radio DJ talking 
over a song’s instrumental intro and 
stopping just before the lyrics begin 

is called “hitting the post.”
• At least 15 percent of all Hun-

garian coats of arms include the 
severed head of a Turk.

• Conan O’Brien graduated from 
Harvard, and his father is a Harvard 
Medical School professor.

• Wealthy Ancient Greeks 
sometimes sent their slaves to sit on 
marble public toilets to warm them 
up in anticipation of their arrival.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Toddler coddlers
6 Office stock
10 Port container
14 What’s made “just in case”
15 Follow
16 Eclipse, to some
17 Overindulged oneself
19 It may sweep you off your feet
20 “Me too”
21 Sleeper’s malady

22 Communications feature since 
the 1870s
26 Breakfast choices
27 Spot for breakfast
28 El __
29 They’re usually covered by 
grilles
33 __ out a living
34 “Don’t Go Breaking My Heart” 
duettist
37 WWII battle site, for short

38 Just beginning to develop
40 Emailed a dupe to
41 Research ctr.
42 White of the eye
44 “Looks pretty good, huh?”
49 1945 meeting site
50 Stern with a bow
51 __ marker
52 Psychology subject ... and 
what’s contained in this puzzle’s 
circles
57 Rapper with the debut album 
“Trouble”
58 Porch torch type
59 Sun: Pref.
60 Common allergen
61 Right on an atlas
62 A bit off

DOWN
1 Litter attention-getter
2 Hefted tool
3 Hood, for one: Abbr.
4 Like Radio City Music Hall
5 “The Daily Show” device
6 Where wee ones go
7 Waiting room read
8 Just out
9 Case, for instance: Abbr.
10 Ranch hand
11 Its website has a range finder
12 Divide into parts
13 Prep, at a pizza parlor
18 Mel and Ed with World Series 
rings
21 Not subject to, as suspicion
22 Fault product
23 More learned
24 Plains “Queen Wheat City”
25 Days long gone
26 Photo file format
29 Feel poorly
30 Tidy (up), facetiously
31 Dance provocatively
32 Pop
34 Cousin of “-ish”
35 __ many words
36 Pop’s Perry
39 Things on strings
40 Played-out sayings
42 Ratings unit
43 Ballroom dance
44 Longtime Rolling Stones bassist 
Bill
45 17-syllable work
46 Divvy up
47 Down and dirty noises
48 “Can you __ in a sentence?”
52 Relative of “-ian”
53 Actress Peeples
54 Kind
55 One of a rat’s pack?
56 Financial measure, with “the”
(c)2017 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
BOGGLE ANSWERS  
LISBON  LONDON  TEHRAN  DUBLIN  BERLIN  AMMAN
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Did you know?

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22.): Actions speak louder than 
words. Others are likely to respond better to what you do 
rather than what you say as deeds will leave no questions 
about your sincerity. Get all the facts before making judg-
ments or reaching conclusions.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Live and let live. There 
will always be people who see the world differently than 
you do so simply try to respect their opinions as you 
would have them respect your own. Adversity will be easy 
to overcome if you just keep your cool.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Don’t get too big 
for your britches. Overconfidence could come back to 
haunt you as this week unfolds. You should always be 
prepared for even the slightest chance that you could fail 
and have a backup plan. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Expand your 
horizons. Reading up on a subject could provide valuable 
insights for business or life in general. Keep an open mind 
if a companion wants to try something different as the 
experience could be worthwhile.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Fools rush in where 
angels fear to tread. A knee-jerk reaction could land you 
right in the middle of a messy situation that would be best 
to avoid. Break up the monotony by doing something 
original this week.

PISCES (Feb. 19-Mar. 20): Don’t let them drag you 
down to their level. Certain people may just be itching for 
a fight, and you won’t need to do much to pull their trigger. 
Diffuse tense situations with humor or just walk away in 
the week ahead.

   Bulletin  Horoscope

  History of the World By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

June 5: ON THIS DATE in 1783, 
Joseph and Jacques Montgolfier 
demonstrated their hot-air balloon 
in a 10-minute flight over France. 
In 1968, Sen. Robert F. Kennedy 
was shot and mortally wounded just 
after claiming victory in California’s 
Democratic presidential primary. He 
died the next morning.

June 6: ON THIS DATE in 1944, 
150,000 Allied troops stormed five 
beaches of Normandy, France, in 
the “D-Day” invasion of Europe 
during World War II. In 1967, the 
“Six-Day War” between Israel and 
its Arab neighbors began.

June 7: ON THIS DATE in 1775, 
the United Colonies changed their 
name to the United States. In 1929, 
the sovereign state of Vatican City 
came into existence.

June 8: ON THIS DATE in 1948, 
the “Texaco Star Theater” made 
its debut on NBC-TV with Milton 
Berle as host. In 1968, authorities 
announced the capture in London 
of James Earl Ray, suspected 
assassin of civil-rights leader Martin 
Luther King Jr.

June 9: ON THIS DATE in A.D. 
68, Roman Emperor Nero commit-
ted suicide. In 1978, leaders of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints struck down a 148-year-old 
policy of excluding black men from 

the priesthood.
June 10: ON THIS DATE in 

1801, the North African state of 
Tripoli declared war on the United 
States in a dispute over safe pas-
sage of merchant vessels through 
the Mediterranean. In 1935, Alcohol-
ics Anonymous was founded in 
Akron, Ohio, by Bill Wilson and Dr. 
Robert Smith.

June 11: ON THIS DATE in 
1184 B.C., the Greeks captured 
Troy. In 1776, the Continental 
Congress formed a committee to 
draft a Declaration of Independence 
from Britain.

Answer to last week’s 
question: This week in 1968, 
Don Drysdale of the Los Angeles 
Dodgers pitched his sixth straight 
shutout.

This week’s question: In 
1982, Argentine forces surrendered 
to the British following a series of 
clashes over what disputed territory 
in the south Atlantic?

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER

Purse of the Bambino, 
anyone?

Auction-watchers are expect-
ing another windfall when the 
Yankees’ copy of the 1919 
sales contract — the one that 
landed them Babe Ruth from 
the Red Sox — goes up for bid 
at Lelands.com. The Red Sox 
version last sold for $996,000 
in 2005. And four other Ruth 
player contracts — 1918 Red Sox 
($1.02 million), 1921-23 Yankees 
($537,750), 1931-32 Yankees 
($384,000) and 1935 Boston 
Braves ($360,000) — have raked 
in $2.3 million in sales the past 
four years.

Ruth’s combined salary in 21 
seasons as a major-leaguer way 
back then, albeit in much different 
dollars: $856,850.

Nice talk, son
The Baseball Hall of Fame 

honored the “Homer at the Bat” 
episode of “The Simpsons” in 
Cooperstown, N.Y. There wasn’t 
a dry eye in the place by the time 

Bart finished dad’s introductory 
speech.

Yogi at the bat
One Cub once famously said, 

“Let’s play two!” This one said 
let’s not play at all. A high-school 
girls softball game in Wells River, 
Vt., had to be canceled when a 
juvenile bear wandered into one 
of the dugouts and showed no 
intention of leaving.

He’s not alone
Rashad McCants says dating a 

Kardashian killed his NBA career.
“Take a number and get in line, 

pal,” said about two dozen other 
former pro athletes.

Excessive celebration?
Giants running back Rashad 

Jennings just won “Dancing with 
the Stars.” Partner Emma Slater 
was more relieved than elated 
— for the fact he didn’t spike her 
in celebration.

Quote marks
—David O’Brien of the Atlanta 

Journal-Constitution, via Twitter, 
after a Braves game resumed 
after a 3-hour rain delay at 12:58 
a.m.: “If Purgatory has a network, 
it’s showing the resumption of this 
game.”

ARIES (Mar 21-Apr. 19): If you can’t take the heat, 
stay out of the kitchen. Your emotions are likely to get 
the best of you in spirited discussions. Avoid confronta-
tions in the week ahead. Try to enjoy the world as it is. 
Don’t worry what others think.

TAURUS (Apr. 20-May 20): Agree to disagree. 
There’s little point in trying to get the last word in as 
you’re not going to change anyone’s opinion, and they 
aren’t going to change yours. Build upon common 
interests rather than focusing on differences.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Don’t try to swat a fly 
with a sledgehammer. There may be a tendency for you 
to make a minor problem out to be a bigger deal than it 
actually is. Keep your priorities in order and don’t act as 
if a minor setback is the end of the world.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Step back and count 
to 10. Take care when dealing with those who may get 
under your skin as you could be quick to lose your cool. 
If tried and true methods aren’t working for you, think-
ing outside the box could provide the answer.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Slow and steady wins the 
race. Not that you’re in a race, but pacing yourself and 
taking your time will yield a far better result than if you 
try to rush. Others have come to rely on your efficiency 
and dependability, don’t let them down.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Don’t believe everything 
that you hear. You may get showered with informa-
tion today, but not all of it is likely to be true. Do your 
own homework before using any facts and determine 
whether sources are valid or just blowing hot air.

• Janusz Korwin-Mikke — a Euro-
pean Parliament member — claims 
that women are “weaker” and “less 
intelligent” than men, and should be 
paid less.

• Research shows that building up 
followers on Facebook isn’t enough 
to boost a brand’s sales—but target-
ing followers with paid ads works.

• A person’s likelihood of drink-
ing increases on days when they’re 
rejected by close friends, but not 
on days when acquaintances reject 
them.
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Moody Gardens reopens aquarium 
after $37 million in renovations

By Sharon Toth
The Bulletin

GALVESTON — The changes 
made as part of a $37 million 
renovation to the Moody Gardens’ 
Aquarium in Galveston are evident 
upon stepping into the cool blue 
interior of the area that formerly 
housed the ticket purchasing coun-
ters, which are now housed outside 
the entrance.

The brightly colored walls and a 
screen showing vibrant underwater 
scenes in a spaciously open and 
well-lit section greet visitors, who 
are able to see a digital display of 
the day’s activities in the welcoming 
area inside the 
blue pyramid. 

It is the first of 
many such digital 
screens, which 
replaced the 
printed signs that 
formerly explained 
the exhibits and 
their marine inhab-
itants. 

The digital ver-
sion is much more 
engaging with its 
changing images and movement. 

Upon entering the exhibit area 
past the electronic schedule, a 
large oil rig rises from the floor of 
the aquarium, with the man-made 
structure appearing to look normal 
above the water line. 

But beneath it in 20 feet of water 
is a replicated assortment of colored 
corals attached to its base. Fish 
meander around this base behind 
the circular glass display, which is a 
popular photo spot for families.

“Coral reefs are home to 25 
percent of all marine life,” Moody 
Garden’s Ashley Tompkins of media 
relations, tell us. Further down in 
the exhibit is a replica of the Gulf of 
Mexico’s flower banks, which is 115 
miles offshore. The name “flower 
banks” is derived from the hues of 
the coral resembling a floral bouquet 
that make up the Flower Garden 
Banks National Marine Sanctuary. 

Another addition is a shipwreck, 
which took 70 hours to assemble 
underwater, built to resemble the 
Pride, the vessel sailed by the pirate 
Jean LaFitte, who once plied the 
Texas coastal waters. 

The shipwreck, like the rig we 

saw at the entrance, is “part of 
their eco-system,” we are told. The 
shipwreck display and the over-
head tunnel, where fish and sharks 
dazzle visitors as they swim over 
and around them, are connected 
and hold about 1 million gallons of 
water. 

All these displays present an 
“environmental message,” Tompkins 
notes, “so visitors can walk away 
with additional knowledge.”

 Part of that message appears to 
be that industry and environment 
can co-exist. More than 50 artificial 
reefs have been built since 1992 
offshore, it is pointed out.

Other new parts 
of the aquarium, 
originally built 
in 1986, are the 
Mangrove Lagoon, 
which has a 
touch tank for live 
jellyfish and one 
for stingrays. The 
jellyfish are “moon 
jellies,” which do 
not sting. This is a 
popular stopping 
point for families. 

There also are enclosed verti-
cal water displays of jellyfish with 
colored lights highlighting their 
translucent forms as they move 
about in the narrow perimeters.

The other big new attraction is the 
Humboldt penguins, which are warm 
climate penguins from Chile and 
Peru, and have a strikingly attractive 
appearance. They live separately 
from the cold-water penguins, 
whose exhibit remains home to five 
types of the “tuxedo” birds. The 
seals and sea lions frolick in their 
own section, delighting guests.

 Another new facet is that when 
divers are underwater, they can 
field questions from visitors, via 
an aquarium employee. There are 
several naturalists stationed at the 
Mangrove Lagoon, who also are 
available to answer any questions 
and elaborate beyond the informa-
tion on the digital displays, taking 
the educational and personal 
experience to a higher level than 
previously available.

Admission to the remodeled 
Aquarium is $31.95 for adults and 
$25.95 for children. Moody Gardens 
is open daily year-round.

Children enjoy the interaction on scheduled dives at the renovated Moody Gardens Aquarium.When 
divers are 

underwater, 
they can field 

questions from 
visitors
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