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BASF hosts kids 
at ‘Care Week’

Hurricane season may be a breeze
By Jenny Staletovich
The Miami Herald (MCT)

The 2014 hurricane season is shaping up to be a 
slow one, federal forecasters said, which could make 
the launch of new storm surge maps predicting the 
location and severity of flooding less hectic.

Only eight to 13 tropical storms are projected, with 
three to six becoming hurricanes. Of those, no more 
than two are expected to become major storms.

Forecasters based the projection largely on the 
expectation that an El Nino weather pattern will form in 
Pacific waters, fueling winds and water temperatures 
that help stop storms in the Atlantic from strengthen-
ing. Near-average, cooler surface sea temperatures 
also reduce the risk, said National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration Director Kathryn Sullivan.

The hurricane season starts June 1 and runs 
through Nov. 30. Since 1981, an average hurricane 
season has produced 12 named storms, with six hur-
ricanes and three major storms packing winds of 111 
mph or higher. But remarkably, in the past eight years, 
Florida, with its 1,260 miles of coastline, has had only 

one major hurricane — Wilma — come ashore. In 2012, 
Isaac sideswiped Palm Beach County, dumping between 
10 and 13 inches of rain and causing major flooding.

At a news conference, Sullivan and emergency officials 
repeatedly warned that just one bad storm can wreak 
havoc, pointing to Superstorm Sandy that struck the 
Northeast in 2012 when a hurricane merged with a winter 
storm. Sandy caused more than $50 billion in damage 
and spurred federal officials to rush completion of storm 
surge maps that will help pinpoint the path and depth of 
flooding during a storm.

“Sandy reminded us that loss of life and property during 
... a storm doesn’t necessarily come about from wind and 
rain,” Sullivan said. “It comes from storm surge.”

NOAA scientists had been working on the maps before 
Sandy struck, but money from the Hurricane Sandy 
Relief Bill last year helped to speed the work, she said. 
The maps will tell people in real time where water from 
a storm surge is expected to go and how high it will rise 
about 48 hours before winds kick in. The maps will show 
water levels in comparison to the ground, not sea level or 

Only 2 major storms predicted; See Hurricane Season special pages inside

(Continued on Page 15)

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

I love the summer, but not Hur-
ricane season.

Along the Texas Gulf Coast, the 
two cannot be separated.

In this issue, we have an elabo-
rate section on how to prepare for 
hurricanes forecast to head our way 
and how to evacuate.

We put out this section at the 
beginning of hurricane season each 

year, and we 
hope that you 
save it and 
never have to 
use the evacu-
ation part. The 
rest of the tips 
on how to pre-
pare are always 
useful. It never 

hurts to be ready.
I have to admit that I am not the 

best qualified person when it comes 
to preparing for hurricanes. A few 
years ago, I bought a back-up gen-
erator that is still in its box. I’ve been 
meaning to fire it up, though.

Each time a storm is brewing out 
there, I decide that it’s time to get  it 
going, but then the storm turns, and 
the generator remains in the box.

I’m going to play with it one of 
these days.

I’ve written before about the 
evacuation fiasco of 2005, and many 
of you still remember the long hours 
you spent on Houston highways that 
turned into one big parking lot.

I’m really glad that the hurricane 
guides and officials who make up 
the evacuation plans have since 
urged people to evacuate using 
whichever roads they want. Now 
they are only asking that we do it 
at a certain time, which allows the 
routes to handle traffic better.

One thing is good to know: There 

ROUNDABOUT

BASF Corporation’s Freeport 
site recently hosted its 22nd 
annual Responsible Care Week 
at the BASF Center for Pro-
cess Technology on Brazosport 
College’s campus. 

Responsible Care Week offered 
hands-on learning activities 
for more than 1,000 fifth grade 
students in Brazoria County to 
promote science, technology, 
engineering, math education and 
demonstrate how industry takes 
“responsible care” of the commu-
nity and environment.

“The greatest benefit of 
Responsible Care Week is that it 
exposes the students to a variety 
of jobs and responsibilities that 
they may be interested in pursuing 
someday,” said Vicki Milian, Sci-
ence and Curriculum Coordinator, 
Sweeny Elementary School. “It is 
an excellent way for students to 
see an example of lessons they 
have learned at school applied in 
the workforce. Another benefit is 
the students get a chance to visit 
a college, some for the first time, 
which they are excited about pos-
sibly attending in the future.” 

Each year more than 100 BASF 
employees volunteer their time to 
help conduct the three-day event, 
helping with science experiments, 
hands-on “mock” plant operations 
and more. 

“Encouraging fifth graders to 
take interest in science, math 
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Now Hiring for: Hydraulic 5th 
Wheel Operators to load trucks 
with steel plates in the Baytown 
area. Great benefits (Med/Den/
Vis Ins), Holiday Pay, Vacation 
Pay, 5 days/week, 8 hour shifts, 
possible overtime. Contact 
Adams Industries at 800-525-
6958 x3

O.K. LADY, I WAS ONLY KIDDING, JUST LET ME OUT: As a woman 
pulled into the garage of her Chicago home, a thief confronted her and 
demanded the keys to her car. She surrendered them but then ran out 
and closed the garage door trapping him inside. She called the cops who 
came and found him inside the car.

YOU WILL AWAKEN FEELING REFRESHED: A woman claimed 
she was scammed by two women who offered to read her fortune when 
she encountered them in the parking lot of a supermarket in Elmshorn, 
Germany. Instead, they hypnotized her and stole all of her jewelry and 
other valuables. She didn’t awake from the trance until she found herself 
back at her home.

THIS IS TOO INTENSE FOR ME, MAN: The nation of Sri Lanka, which 
has more than 400 prisoners on Death Row, recruited a hangman to carry 
out the executions. But, when he was shown the gallows for the first time, 
he became “shocked and afraid,” and resigned immediately.

YES! YES! OH GOD, YES! A woman in public housing in England 
was extremely loud when she engaged in intimate relations, yelling and 
belting out “loud whoops” to the point where her neighbors complained 
frequently. She refused to quiet things down, so officials had her evicted.

TELL ME, OFFICER, HOW DID YOU CATCH ME? A man burglarized 
a car dealership in Plantation, Fla., left his ID behind, then posted pictures 
of himself with the loot on Facebook. “I don’t think they get any dumber 
than this,’ said the owner. “I think this guy was born with no brain at all.’

KNOW WHAT I MEAN, YOUR HONOR? A teacher in Turin, Italy, 
was in court to answer charges that he took two female students to a 
swinger’s club. When asked if he knew if one of the girls was underage, 
he said, “I never ask a woman’s age,” as he winked at the judge.

YOU KNOW, HE ALWAYS SEEMED TO HAVE CHANGE FOR A 
HUNDRED GRAND: A New Jersey official stole more than $460,000 
in quarters that had been brought into the collection room from parking 
meters in Ridgewood over 25 months. That comes out to more than 1.8 
million quarters, weighing 11.25 tons or the weight of three elephants.

AND THE FRIENDSHIP IS OVER BY THE WAY: A wife obtained 
photos of her husband having  an affair with a friend of hers, and posted 
them all over the Ohio Walmart where the other woman works with the 
written message “Hide your husbands.”

LET’S HOPE YOU DO BETTER ON THE WRITTEN TEST:  A woman 
who came to take her driver’s test for the third time hit the accelerator 
instead of the brake, and crashed her car into the Department of Motor 
Vehicles building in San Jose, Calif.

WHY WON’T YOU TAKE ME SERIOUSLY?! After a St. Patrick’s Day 
binge, a woman showed up at the Arlington, Va., Magistrate’s Office drunk 
and disrobed to visit her husband who was in custody there. She refused 
to get dressed or leave, so the cops put her in a cell until she sobered up.

No big summer vacation?  Many workers skip the long escapes and take shorter hops
By Diane Stafford
The Kansas City Star (MCT)

Are you ready to pack up the mini-
van for a two-week family vacation 
this summer?

Probably not.
As the summer vacation season 

gets under way, the demands of 
work, family dynamics and kids’ 
activity schedules have diminished 
that American tradition of multi-week 
family getaways. Whether by choice 
or financial circumstance, vacations 
these days are just as likely to be 
taken a day or two at a time, or at 
any time of the year — or not taken 
at all.

The U.S. Department of Labor 
says about one-fourth of American 
workers don’t get paid vacations. 
Some are part-time, contract or 
self-employed workers who don’t 
have employee benefits. Others are 
full-time employees at organizations 
that don’t offer the benefit.

Paid vacations in America - unlike 
in many other countries - are a 
voluntary benefit; employers aren’t 
required to offer them, or paid holi-
days for that matter.

A report last year by the Center 
for Economic and Policy Research 
noted that the sum of the average 
paid vacation and paid holidays pro-
vided to private sector U.S. workers 
- 16 days in total - would not meet 

even the minimum required by law 
in 19 other economically developed 
countries.

A survey by the Society for 
Human Resource Management last 
year indicates that the concept of 
vacation time has been upended in 
many workplaces. Only slightly more 
than half of organizations still differ-
entiate between vacations and other 
time off. Nearly half now have “paid 
time off” plans that give employees 
more discretion about how and when 
to take paid absences.

A separate survey, released this 
month by Robert Half, found that 
four in 10 employees say they don’t 
use all the time off allotted them. 
Employees said the two big reasons 

were wanting to save the time off in 
case they needed it later and feeling 
like they had too much work to do.

The latter reason has cropped 
up more often in the last decade, a 
legacy of the downsized workforce in 
many organizations.

At the U.S. Bureau of Labor 

Statistics office,regional economist 
Jacqueline Michael-Midkiff sees that 
effect firsthand.

“When one person takes a vaca-
tion, their work can’t just get put on 
the back burner,” she said. “A vaca-
tion for one means double the work 
for the other.”
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

E-mail your community announcements to 
john.bulletin@gmail.com. We run all e-mailed notices, but 

do not accept faxed notices or notices sent by regular mail. 
Email photos as is. We’ll convert them here for publication.

 Predicting the future is not easy 
Q.  Dust off your crystal ball and 

try looking 50 years into the future.  
When sci-fi writer Isaac Asimov did 
this 50 years ago in 1964, how well 
did he hit today’s mark?

A.  As expected, Asimov had 
plenty of savvy technological hits, 
anticipating self-driving cars, video 
calling, widespread use of nuclear 
power, single-duty household 
robots, says David Pogue in “Scien-
tific American” magazine.  Asimov 
also worried about coming world 
overpopulation, estimating it at 6.5 
billion, which isn’t far off today’s 7.1 
billion.  However, Asimov missed 
in that underground homes and  
underwater ones never became 
popular, nor did cars and boats that 
levitate on jets of compressed air.

Actually, many of his prognos-
tications fall into a third category 
of technologies feasible today but 
not yet commonplace: Moving 
sidewalks in airports but not on city 
streets; no moon colonies or ones 
on Mars; no large solar-power sta-
tions in the desert.

As Pogue summarizes it, three 
lessons can be learned here about 
predicting the future:  “First, almost 
every new technology takes longer 
to arrive than sci-fi writers imagine.”  
Second, not all the big ones can 

ever be anticipated; for example, 
even Asimov overlooked the coming 
of the Internet.  Finally, “many 
attractive or logical developments 
never materialize, thanks to our 
own human failings.  The fault, dear 
Isaac, is not in our engineering but 
in ourselves.”

        Flowering business
Q.  It’s a “growth industry” literally, 

efflorescing into a number of color-
ful curiosities:  How many?  from 
where and to where?  processed by 
whom? how long from cut to vase?

A.  Make that 700+ million 
flowers harvested during a recent 
season, with 78% from Colombia, 
15% Ecuador, 2% Mexico, and 1% 
each Guatemala, Thailand and the 
Netherlands, says Heather Schwe-
del in “Mental Floss” magazine.  
Some 88% of these stems were 
processed in Miami by 6000+ 
people working in the flower-import-
ing industry.  Points of sale included 
supermarkets, 49%, florists, 22%, 
warehouses, 7%, the web, 2%, by 
phone, 0.4%, and others, 19%.  “It 
takes about a week for cut flowers 
to make their way from the farm to 
your kitchen table.”

Price of gas vs. other liquids
Q.  Gasoline seems pretty 

expensive these days, but how does 
it compare with some of the other 

liquids in your life?
A.  To answer, you need to 

estimate costs and volumes, says 
Lawrence Weinstein in “The Physics 
Teacher” magazine.  We all spend 
too much time staring at the gas 
pump display indicating $3 and up 
per gallon, which translates to about 
$1 per liter (a liter is about a quart).  
Bottled water costs about a third as 
much. Crude oil at about $70 per 
barrel figures to about 44 cents per 
liter.

Next consider perfume, which can 
range from $1 to $1000 per ounce 
(or higher), most often about $20 to 
$50 per ounce, putting it at roughly 
$1000 per liter.

Alcohol is a bit easier to estimate:  
Vodka is about $30 to $50 per liter, 
wine from $3 to $300 (or higher) per 
liter.

Now ink for inkjet printers is 
priced at $5 to $10 for a typical con-
tainer of about 10 cubic centimeters 
(cm).  That is about $1 per cubic cm 
or $1 per milliliter.

Thus, crude oil, gasoline and 
bottled water all cost a dollar or 
less per liter.  Vodka goes for $50 
per liter, and wine for $3 to $300 
per liter.  Ink for inkjet printers costs 
about the same as perfume, or 
$1000 per liter.

As Weinstein concludes, “the 
next time you go out on a date, just 
splash a little ink on yourself.  It 
should certainly make an impres-
sion.”

(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)
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China muzzles those remembering ’89 Tiananmen crackdown
By Stuart Leavenworth
McClatchy Foreign Staff (MCT)

BEIJING — With the 25th anni-
versary of the Tiananmen Square 
crackdown upon us, China has 
launched a broad effort to muzzle 
and detain citizens who are attempt-
ing to remember the victims.

Authorities have detained human 
rights lawyer Pu Zhiqiang and at 
least five other activists who had 
attended a Tiananmen seminar in 
Beijing three days earlier.

Then, state media reported that 
authorities had “criminally detained” 
prominent journalist Gao Ju — once 
jailed for her writings during the 1989 
protests — and accused her of shar-
ing a government document with a 
foreign website.

The detentions, coupled with other 
recent actions against activists asso-
ciated with the Tiananmen protests, 
are a further demonstration that Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping plans to 
take a hard line on free speech, even 
as he preaches the need to “open 
up” and reform China’s economy.

“Since Xi Jinping took power, 
things have intensified significantly,” 
said Yaxue Cao, a Washington-
based human rights activist who runs 
the China Change website.

Cao thinks the stepped-up police 
action is related to the significance 

of the 25-year anniversary, as well 
as internal worries about maintaining 
control.

“This year, the Chinese Commu-
nist Party feels particularly vulner-
able,” said Cao, noting that there 
have been recent protests in Taiwan 
and Hong Kong against Beijing’s 
influence.

For nearly a quarter century, 
China’s communist party has effec-
tively banned any public mention 
of the Tiananmen protests, which 
drew thousands to Beijing’s central 
square for weeks, and the military’s 
response, in which hundreds of 
people died.

When people type “June 4” into 
Baidu, China’s main search engine, 
they get a message in Chinese 
that says: “According to policies 
from relevant laws and regulations, 
part of the search result cannot be 
displayed.”

William Nee, a Hong Kong-based 
China researcher for Amnesty 
International, said the government’s 
recent actions were “an attempt 
at forced amnesia.” He noted that 
President Xi delivered a speech in 
January in which he said Chinese 
leaders needed to balance social 
stability with the demand for justice. 
“But their default when they get into 
trouble is to fall into a ‘stability above 

all’ mindset,” he said.
The arrest of Pu Zhiqiang stunned 

many in Beijing. Pu is a well-known 
lawyer, having represented artist Ai 
Weiwei and other dissidents. At one 
time he seemed in the good graces 
of the government, quoted promi-
nently in state media as part of a 
successful campaign to end forced-
labor camps.

Recently, Pu gathered at a private 
home with a dozen other Beijing 
intellectuals. The group urged a 
probe of the 1989 military assault 
on the pro-democracy protesters. 
As they did five years ago, those in 
attendance posed for a photo that 
was posted on social media.

Three days later, authorities 
detained Pu for “picking quarrels and 
causing trouble.” At least four others 
at the meeting also were detained, 
according to media reports and 
human rights groups.

Hu Jia, a pro-democracy activ-
ist who has effectively been under 
house arrest in Beijing for a decade, 
told McClatchy he was surprised that 
authorities “cracked down so fast 
and so severely.” 

There were no detentions of Pu 
and others when the group met 
openly five years ago. “The punish-
ment is drastically different this time,” 
Hu said.
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History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

June 2: ON THIS DATE in 1851, Maine became the first state to enact 
a law prohibiting alcohol. In 1924, Congress granted U.S. citizenship to all 
Native Americans.

June 3: ON THIS DATE in 1949, “Dragnet” was first broadcast on radio. 
In 1976, the oldest known copy of the Magna Carta was presented to the 
United States.

June 4: ON THIS DATE in 1929, George Eastman demonstrated the first 
Technicolor movie. In 1989, hundreds, possibly thousands, of people died 
as Chinese army troops stormed Tiananmen Square in Beijing to crush a 
student-led pro-democracy movement.

June 5: ON THIS DATE in 1783, Joseph and Jacques Montgolfier demon-
strated their hot-air balloon in a 10-minute flight over France. In 1968, Sen. 
Robert F. Kennedy was shot and mortally wounded just after claiming victory 
in California’s Democratic presidential primary.

June 6: ON THIS DATE in 1944, 150,000 Allied troops stormed the 
beaches of Normandy, France, in World War II’s “D-Day” invasion of Europe. 
In 1967, the Six-Day War between Israel and its Arab neighbors began.

June 7: ON THIS DATE in 1775, the United Colonies changed its name 
to the United States. In 1929, the sovereign state of Vatican City came into 
existence.

June 8: ON THIS DATE in 1948, the “Texaco Star Theater” made its 
debut on NBC-TV with Milton Berle as guest host. Berle was later named 
the show’s permanent host. In 1968, authorities announced the capture in 
London of James Earl Ray, suspected assassin of civil rights leader the Rev. 
Martin Luther King Jr.

Answer to last week’s question: This week in 1977, the Apple II, the 
world’s first widely marketed personal computer, went on sale by Apple 
Computer Inc.

This week’s question: Also in 1977, what 3-year-old thoroughbred 
wrapped up the Triple Crown by winning the Belmont Stakes?

and industry related careers is important to not only the success of the 
industry, but also the success of our state and our economy. Responsible 
Care week does this by promoting science and technology in hopes that 
students will become interested in fields that are creating solutions,” said 
Chris Witte, Senior Vice President and General Manager of the BASF site 
in Freeport. “Education and Responsible Care initiatives are vital to to the 
success of industry and our community.” 

(Continued From Page 1)
BASF hosts students at ‘Care Week’

BASF Corporation in Freeport hosted its 22nd annual Responsible 
Care Week at the BASF Center for Process Technology at Brazosport 
College. Vimal Patel, BASF Engineer III, listens as a fifth grader 
inquires about the workings of a pump.

First CAER Day at McLean Park draws lots of visitors  
The first-ever CAER Day was 

held recently at McLean Park in 
Lake Jackson, and it attracted lots 
of families.

The weather was just about per-
fect, sunny and in the 80s, for the 
mid-May event, held from 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.

There were several inflated 
bounce amusements, including one 
that boasted a giant crocodile or 
alligator, and a kiddie zip line with a 
jungle theme and rock climbing wall 
with a Polynesian flair, all staffed by 
attendants overseeing the children. 

There was a snowcone booth 
and cotton candy machine, and it all 
was free. While there were a couple 
of vendors selling food, almost 
everything just required a short wait 
in line and no pocket change.

Representatives from various 
petrochemical companies that are 
CAER members worked tables 
under the park pavilion and were 
handing out more free stuff - pens, 
koozies, measuring tapes, tote 
bags, and plastic discs to throw at 
the beach.

The county agricultural extension 
service was handing out informa-
tion about an upcoming hurricane 
expo to be held in July at the county 

fairgrounds.
There were several firetrucks 

present and available for viewing, 
one hoisting a giant American flag.

CAER, or Community Awareness 

& Emergency Response, made its 
presence and its purpose known 
among the younger set and their 
parents or grandparents in a fun 
and entertaining way.  
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Texas to test plan that combines Medicaid, Medicare benefits
Texas has received federal 

approval to test an innovative idea 
that combines health services for 
people with both Medicaid and 
Medicare coverage into one plan, 
making it easier to get care and 
potentially saving money for the 
state and federal government.

Almost 400,000 people in Texas 
qualify for Medicare based on 
their age or because they have a 
disability and for Medicaid because 
of their income. These individuals, 
called dual eligibles, currently must 
navigate both the Medicare and 
Medicaid systems for their health 
care. Medicare pays first, and Med-
icaid covers co-pays and services 
not covered by Medicare.

“Combining a person’s Medicaid 
and Medicare services into one plan 
makes sense for the consumer and 
for the taxpayer,” said Chris Traylor, 

chief deputy commissioner of the 
Texas Health and Human Services 
Commission. “We’ll be able to 
improve the coordination of care, 
helping people get the right care in 
the right setting, and we can save 
money for both the state and federal 
governments.”

Texas is planning to pilot the new 
program in six of the state’s most 
populous counties and expects to 
cover 168,000 dual eligibles. People 
in the pilot areas over the age of 21 
who get Medicare and full Medicaid 
benefits can enroll in the new com-
bined plans. The pilot is scheduled 
to begin March 1, 2015.

In addition to improving the 
coordination of care, the pilot is 
expected to save money by reduc-
ing the need for in-patient hospital 
care and institutional care. That’s 
because combining acute and 

long-term care services into one 
managed care plan increases the 
managed care company’s incentive 
to support policies and services that 
reduce the need for hospitalization 
and other expensive services.

The pilot is based on a managed 
care arrangement where the state 
and federal government contract 
with a health plan to provide the 
full array of Medicare and Medicaid 
services to the consumer. 

The state and federal govern-
ments will each pay a portion of the 
monthly premiums the health plan 
gets to provide the services and will 
share in the savings achieved by 
the integrated model.

The state will begin sending 
information on the new program to 
people eligible for the services in 
January.
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

There’s still hope for mending family rift
My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Q: My sisters and I never got along, and it’s been many years since 
we’ve even tried to get together. But I understand one sister just survived 
breast cancer, and I’m beginning to regret all those lost years. Is there 
anything I can do to make up for lost time? Or should I even try? -- Mrs. 
K.D.

A: It’s sad when families become fractured, and even sadder when 
those fractures continue throughout life. It happens, however; it even hap-
pened to families in the Bible (including that of King David).

Should you try to do anything? Certainly! After all, if you don’t try, you’ll 
never know if any healing was possible, and you’ll always look back with 
regret. Don’t let fear of failure or rejection keep you from making the effort. 
You may even find that your sisters (or at least some of them) have the 
same feelings of regret that you now have. The Bible says, “Let us there-
fore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual edifica-
tion.” (Romans 14:19).

What can you do? One step might be to contact the sister who’s just 
gone through cancer. Let her know your concern, and assure her of your 
prayers and good will in the future. You might then write your other sisters, 
telling them about this conversation.

Don’t expect too much at first, but if it’s appropriate, let them know 
you’re sorry you haven’t been in touch. If you need to ask their forgiveness 
for anything, have the courage to do so. At the same time, avoid dredg-
ing up the past or arguing about things that no longer matter. Above all, 
pray for your sisters (and for yourself), that Christ will turn their hearts and 
minds to Himself and His love, and to Heaven.

Study: Diet soda drinkers lost more weight than water drinkers
By Mary MacVean
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

LOS ANGELES — People taking 
part in a weight-loss program did 
better over 12 weeks if they drank 
diet soda than if they drank only 
water, researchers have reported.

Among the 303 dieters, the 
people who drank only water lost 
8.4 pounds; those who drank diet 
soda lost 12.1 pounds, and they 
reported “significantly greater 
reduction in subjective feelings of 
hunger,” the researchers said in the 

journal Obesity.
The results, the researchers said, 

“should be reassuring for people 
who choose to consume non-nutri-
tive sweetened beverages,” and 
show that they can be consumed 
“without concern that their weight-
loss efforts will be undermined.”

Diet sodas have been in the food 
supply for about a half century, and 
there are still questions raised about 
whether they are helpful for people 
trying to lose or maintain weight. 
The researchers noted that several 
observational studies have reported 
an association between diet soda 
consumption and weight gain or 
higher weights.

Some nutritionists say artificial 
sweeteners can confuse the body 
with the promise of sweets, and 
prompt the consumption of caloric 
products in compensation.

In an accompanying editorial, 
Steven Anton of the University 
of Florida at Gainesville Medical 
School noted that research has 
been mixed on the use of diet soda 
and body weight. The current study, 
he wrote, had the strength of includ-
ing men and women from two parts 
of the country, as well as various 
ethnic groups.

But he said that 12 weeks is a 
short time, “really just a preliminary 
look at the outcome.”

Hold breath, crash car, face charges
Los Angeles Time (MCT)

A 19-year-old faces criminal 
charges in Oregon after crashing 
his car, injuring himself and three 
others, because he passed out 
behind the wheel while trying to 
hold his breath through a nearly 
800-foot-long tunnel.

The passenger in Daniel 
Calhoon’s Toyota Camry suffered 
the most serious injuries as the car 
drifted across the center dividing 
line and into a Ford Explorer. 

Calhoon was cited for reckless 
driving, three counts of recklessly 
endangering another person and 
fourth-degree assault. 

Calhoon, of Snohomish, Wash., 
told investigators that as part of a 
game he began holding his breath 
as he entered the tunnel, accord-

ing to Oregon State Police Lt. 
Gregg Hastings.

“In this case, I think he lost, and 
unfortunately other people were 
impacted,” Hastings said. 

Some people hold their breath 
when passing through tunnels as 
part of a game or superstition, but 
the reasoning and origin appear 
to be in dispute. Hastings said 
the game is usually played as a 
competition between passengers 
these days, with the driver typi-
cally sitting out.

The Oregonians inside the SUV 
struck by Calhoon’s car were 
taken to a hospital, where they 
were treated and released. 

The Dennis L. Edwards Tunnel 
runs the length of a little more than 
two football fields.
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A four-member Houston-area 
community college consortium has 
partnered with Workforce Solutions 
Gulf Coast and the Texas Workforce 
Commission to provide job training 
in support of petrochemical employ-
ers.

 TWC Chairman Andres Alcan-
tar recently presented a check for 
$639,280 to representatives from 
the four colleges, which include 
Brazosport College, Alvin Community 
College, Lone Star College and San 
Jacinto College, during a ceremony in 
Gator Hall on the Brazosport College 
campus.

The project will support Infrastruc-
ture Development for the Oil and Gas 
Industry by preparing and training 

Temporary Assistance for Needy 
Families (TANF) eligible clients, 
including non-custodial parents 
(NCP). 

Training will include growth occupa-
tions that are in demand in support 
of oil and gas industry infrastructure, 
with an emphasis on industrial 
construction needs as identified by 
the Board. Eligible participants will be 
referred to the colleges by Workforce 
Solutions Gulf Coast.

The grant will be used to custom 
train 313 skilled craft workers for the 
petrochemical industry. Upon suc-
cessful completion of training, workers 
will receive marketable skills in pipefit-
ting, welding, electrical, construction 
and maintenance, and more.

Pictured are, from left, Mike Temple, Director Human Services, Galveston Area Council; Dr. Allatia Harris, 
Vice Chancellor for Strategic Initiatives, Community Diversity, San Jacinto College; Commissioner Andres 
Alcantar, Texas Workforce Commission; Dr. Christal Albrecht, President, Alvin Community College; Dr. 
Millicent Valek, President, Brazosport College; Mark Guthrie, Chairman, Gulf Coast Workforce Development 
Board; and Hector Rivera, Texas Chemical Council.

TWC awards $639,280 in self-sufficiency 
funding to Community College 

Consortium for petrochemical training
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Here are some steps you can 
take to protect your property before 
a storm hits:

• Find out the elevation of your 
property and check floodplain maps.

• Check your insurance coverage. 
Most homeowner insurance policies 
do not cover flood damage.

• Learn about the National Flood 
Insurance Program.

• Find out if your home meets 
current building code requirements 
for high winds. Structures that meet 
current high-wind provisions have 
a better chance of surviving violent 
windstorms.

• Install commercial shutters or 
prepare 5/8 inch plywood panels for 
your windows.

• Garage doors are frequently 
the first feature in a home to fail. 
Reinforce garage doors so that they 
are able to withstand high winds.

• Assess your property to ensure 
that landscaping and trees do not 

become a wind hazard. Trim all 
dead wood, and weak branches 
or overhanging branches from all 
trees. Certain trees and bushes are 
vulnerable to high winds and any 
dead tree near a home is a hazard. 
Check with your city about tree trim-
mers’ licensing & permit regulations 
and rules.

• Move outside items to safety, 
such as patio furniture, plants and 
grills.

• Put valuable documents in 
waterproof containers and take 
them with you when you evacuate.

• Turn off electricity at the main 
circuit breaker or fuse box to protect 
appliances from power surges and 
reduce the risk of live dangling wires 
after the storm.

• Remove perishable items from 
your refrigerator and freezer if you 
evacuate.

• Make a final walk-through 
inspection before closing the door.

Prepare your home before evacuating

Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Wind Scale categories highlight sustained wind speeds, danger level
Category 1 (74-95 mph)
Very dangerous winds will 

produce some damage: Well-con-
structed frame homes could have 
damage to roof, shingles, vinyl 
siding and gutters. Large branches 
of trees will snap, and shallowly 
rooted trees may be toppled. 
Extensive damage to power lines 
and poles likely will result in power 
outages that could last a few to 
several days.

Category 2 (96-110 mph):
Extremely dangerous winds will 

cause extensive damage: Well-con-
structed frame homes could sustain 
major roof and siding damage. 
Many shallowly rooted trees will 
be snapped or uprooted and block 
numerous roads. Near-total power 
loss is expected with outages that 

could last from several days to 
weeks.

Category 3 (111-129 mph)
Devastating damage will occur: 

Well-built framed homes may incur 
major damage or removal of roof 
decking and gable ends. Many 
trees will be snapped or uprooted, 
blocking numerous roads. Electric-
ity and water will be unavailable 
for several days to weeks after the 
storm passes.

Category 4 (130-156 mph)
Catastrophic damage will occur: 

Well-built framed homes can sustain 
severe damage with loss of most 
of the roof structure and/or some 
exterior walls. Most trees will be 
snapped or uprooted and power 
poles downed. Fallen trees and 
power poles will isolate residential 

areas. Power outages will last 
weeks to possibly months. Most of 
the area will be uninhabitable for 
weeks or months.

Category 5 (157 mph or higher)
Catastrophic damage will occur: 

A high percentage of framed homes 
will be destroyed, with total roof fail-
ure and wall collapse. Fallen trees 
and power poles will isolate residen-

tial areas. Power outages will last 
for weeks to possibly months. Most 
of the area will be uninhabitable for 
weeks or months.

The Saffir-Simpson Hurricane 
Wind Scale is a 1 to 5 rating 
based on a hurricane’s sustained 
wind speed. This scale estimates 
potential property damage. Hur-
ricanes reaching Category 3 and 

higher are considered major hur-
ricanes because of their potential 
for significant loss of life and 
damage. Category 1 and 2 storms 
are still dangerous, however, and 
require preventative measures. In 
the western North Pacific, the term 
“super typhoon” is used for tropi-
cal cyclones with sustained winds 
exceeding 150 mph.

The aftermath of Category 5 Hurricane Carla in 1961
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Dial 2-1-1 to register for a 
ride Brazoria County resident - if 
you have special health care or 
transportation needs, you need to 
make extra efforts to get ready for 
hurricane season. Remember, hur-
ricane season officially continues 
through Nov. 30.

Operators answering the phones 
at 2-1-1 are prepared to help you 
register for transportation and offer 
special assistance now.

If you have special health care 
needs, register by dialing 2-1-1: 
Gulf coast residents with special 
health care needs (including those 
who are disabled or medically 
fragile) who live in evacuation 
zones and do not have friends or 
family to help in an evacuation 
should register for a ride in advance 
by dialing 2-1-1. The 2-1-1 registry 

must be dialed IN ADVANCE. Call 
211 before a storm is in the Gulf. 
This service is for people who 
cannot drive themselves or make 
transportation arrangements.

If you need transportation, regis-
ter with 2-1-1: If you do not have a 
car or other vehicle, and you cannot 
get a ride with friends, neighbors 
or family, register IN ADVANCE 
for a ride by dialing 2-1-1. If those 
attempts fail, contact your local 
emergency coordinators office.

In the event of an evacuation, 
individuals who have registered 
with 2-1-1, will need to meet at an 
evacuation HUB.

To allow hearing impaired folks 
to register for 211 help before an 
event please email or text your 
contact info to: 211@brazoria-
county.com

Help is as easy as dialing 2-1-1 Public transportation, evacuation, shelter ground rules
What Should I Bring with me?
• You MUST bring your driver’s 

license or state issued picture ID.
• Medications for at least 10 days
• Toiletries, snacks, and 5 days 

worth of clothing
• No more than two pieces of 

luggage and one carry-on bag per 
person.

• Household pets (dog/cat) in 
a sturdy plastic or metal cage/
transport device. (no reptiles or 
aggressive animals will be allowed).

What is not allowed in a public 
shelter?

Alcoholic beverages, weapons, 
and illegal drugs are not allowed in 
public shelters.

Public transportation and animal 
evacuations

If you are utilizing county transpor-
tation at a HUB location, there are 
several rules that must be followed.

These rules are imposed to 
ensure the safety of everyone and 
will be enforced without exception. 
HUB Coordinators have final say 
over all pet transports.

• Only non aggressive household 
pets will be permitted. No reptiles or 
farm animals.

• Up to two pets per household 
will be allowed on the bus. If you 
feel you MUST take more than two 
pets, please contact your city’s local 
emergency manager BEFORE an 
evacuation is called.

• All animals MUST be transported 
and housed in a sturdy plastic or 
metal cage/transport device.

No cardboard or partly enclosed 
devices will be allowed.

• Animals must remain secured in 
the travel device at ALL TIMES while 
on the bus.

• All animals must have current 
shot records.

• Animal owners are responsible 
for supplying food and water for their 
animals.

  Will my pet ride with me ?
As a general rule, pets will be 

transported with the owner. How-
ever, if a situation dictates, they may 
be transported in a separate vehicle.
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until the storm passes.
    When should I return?
• Just because you hear from a 

friend or neighbor that their house 
is OK, does not mean it’s safe for 
you to return.

• Local emergency managers 
will utilize: (1) local media (2) 
public call and notification systems 
and (3) websites to notify residents 
when its safe to return. If you do 
not have access to any of the 
above resources, contact your 
city’s emergency management 
coordinator’s office or the county’s 
emergency manager’s office 
before returning. As a last resort, 
if your local or county emergency 
manager’s office is unavailable, 
you may call Bell County at 1-254-
933-5587 or omit the 1 if on cell.

• Do not venture onto roads until 
you have been advised that they 
are passable and safe.

BULLETIN HURRICANE SECTION 2014

When to evacuate, where to go and when to return
How do I know when to         

evacuate?
Mandatory evacuation orders 

will come from your local officials. 
Evacuations will be based on zip 
codes. Please be prepared to 
leave immediately.

Should I evacuate?
Local officials will make manda-

tory evacuation decisions before a 
storm makes landfall. Hurricanes 
are extremely unpredictable and 
can become much more danger-
ous in a matter of hours. It is NOT 
safe to wait. Plan to leave early.

Where should I go?
You may evacuate to any city 

you choose. Brazoria County resi-
dents have been assigned Belton 
for public shelters. If you do not 
have hotel reservations or family 
that you can stay with, you may 
evacuate to the public shelters. 

What route should I take?
There are no mandatory routes 

you must take when evacuating 
from your city. In fact there are 
several different routes you may 
take. When weather is good, take 
your family on an outing to check 
routes and become familiar with 
roadways.

The State has designated 
evacuation routes: SH-36, SH-

288, SH-6, I-45, SH-290, HWY-59. 
If you choose to take an alternate 
route, essentials services such as 
food, fuel, etc. are not guaranteed.

Please understand that depend-
ing on the strength of the storm, 
contra-flow lanes might be open on 
SH-45, I-10, and SH-290 thirty-six 
(36) hours prior to the arrival of gale 
force winds. Plan your evacuation 
routes carefully, (having more than 
one route planned) realizing that 
contra-flow lanes have priority over 
all other routes.

When evacuating you should:
• Coordinate your departure with 

the people who will be traveling with 
you. Notify an out-of-area person of 
your evacuation plans.

• Make arrangements for your 
pets.

• Pack your disaster supplies kit 
into your vehicle.

• Secure your home.
• Double check your evacuation 

route and leave.
I don’t want to evacuate!

Should you choose to stay, 
please remember there are NO 
SHELTERS in Brazoria County. 
There will be no services available 
to you (sewer, water, etc.). Hospitals 
will close, ambulances will not run, 
and police and fire cannot respond 

How to prepare your vehicle for evacuation
• Fill up with fuel before you leave town. It’s smart to keep your tank at 

least half full during the entire hurricane season.
• Check your vehicle’s fluid levels and ensure there is adequate coolant in 

the radiator.
• Don’t forget your tires. Check for proper air pressure because hot road 

surfaces are rough on tires. Be sure that your spare tire has air and that you 
have the proper equipment to change your tire.

Ensure you have a jack and lug wrench in your vehicle and know where 
they are in the vehicle.

Your owner’s manual should have instructions for changing tires and flats.
• Make sure to carry water and non-perishable food; enough for you and 

your passengers in case you become stranded.
• If you are stranded, stay with your vehicle and use emergency flashers. 

Tie a white cloth on the antenna or door handle and raise the hood.
• Have a working flashlight and extra batteries in your vehicle.
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2014
Arthur
Bertha
Cristobal
Dolly
Edouard
Fay
Gonzalo
Hanna
Isaias
Josephine...
Kyle
Laura
Marco
Nana
Omar
Paulette

Rene
Sally
Teddy
Vicky
Wilfred

2015
Ana
Bill
Claudette
Danny
Erika
Fred
Grace
Henri
Ida
Joaquin

Kate
Larry
Mindy
Nicholas
Odette
Peter
Rose
Sam
Teresa
Victor
Wanda

2016
Alex
Bonnie
Coli
Danielle

Earl
Fiona
Gaston
Hermine
Ian
Julia
Karl
Lisa
Matthew
Nicole
Otto
Paula
Richard
Shary
Tobias
Virginie
Walter

Hurricane names
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Some important basic facts about hurricane season storms
The ingredients for a hurricane 

include a pre-existing weather 
disturbance, warm tropical oceans, 
moisture, and relatively light winds 
aloft. If the right conditions persist 
long enough, they can combine to 
produce the violent winds, incredible 
waves, torrential rains, and floods 
we associate with this phenomenon.

Each year, an average of 11 tropi-
cal storms develop over the Atlantic 
Ocean, Caribbean Sea, and Gulf 
of Mexico. Many of these remain 
over the ocean and never impact 
the U.S. coastline. Six of these 
storms become hurricanes each 
year. In an average 3-year period, 
roughly five hurricanes strike the US 
coastline, killing approximately 50 
to 100 people anywhere from Texas 
to Maine. Of these, two are typically 
“major” or “intense” hurricanes (a 
category 3 or higher storm on the 
Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Scale).

    What is a Hurricane?
A hurricane is a type of tropical 

cyclone, which is a generic term for 

a low pressure system that gener-
ally forms in the tropics. The cyclone 
is accompanied by thunderstorms 
and, in the Northern Hemisphere, 
a counterclockwise circulation of 
winds near the earth’s surface. 
Tropical cyclones are classified as 
follows:

        Sustained winds
A one-minute average wind 

measured at about 33 ft (10 meters) 
above the surface. 1 knot = 1 nauti-
cal mile per hour or 1.15 statute 
miles per hour. Abbreviated as “kt”.

      Tropical Depression
An organized system of clouds 

and thunderstorms with a defined 
surface circulation and maximum 
sustained winds of 38 mph (33 kt) 
or less

            Tropical Storm
An organized system of strong 

thunderstorms with a defined 
surface circulation and maximum 
sustained winds of 39-73 mph (34-
63 kt)

              Hurricane
An intense tropical weather 

system of strong thunderstorms with 
a well-defined surface circulation 
and maximum sustained winds of 
74 mph (64 kt) or higher

Hurricanes are categorized 
according to the strength of their 
winds using the Saffir-Simpson Hur-
ricane Scale. A Category 1 storm 
has the lowest wind speeds, while 
a Category 5 hurricane has the 
strongest.

 These are relative terms, 
because lower category storms can 
sometimes inflict greater damage 
than higher category storms, 
depending on where they strike and 
the particular hazards they bring. In 
fact, tropical storms can also pro-
duce significant damage and loss of 
life, mainly due to flooding.

• Install commercial shutters or 
prepare 5/8 inch plywood panels 
for your windows.

• Garage doors are frequently 
the first feature in a home to fail. 
Reinforce garage doors so that 
they are able to withstand high 
winds.

• Assess your property to ensure 
that landscaping and trees do not 
become a wind hazard. Trim all 
dead wood, and weak branches 
or overhanging branches from all 
trees. Certain trees and bushes are 
vulnerable to high winds and any 
dead tree near a home is a hazard. 
Check with your city about tree 
trimmers’ licensing & permit regula-
tions and rules.

• Move outside items to safety, 
such as patio furniture, plants and 
grills.

• Put valuable documents in 
waterproof containers and take 
them with you when you evacuate.

• Turn off electricity at the main 
circuit breaker or fuse box to pro-
tect appliances from power surges 
and reduce the risk of live dangling 
wires after the storm.

• Remove perishable items from 
your refrigerator and freezer if you 
evacuate.

• Make a final walk-through 
inspection before closing the door.

Prepare your home 
for the big storm
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mean sea level, which in the past 
led to confusion.

The National Hurricane Center, 
based in Miami, will update the 
maps every six hours as informa-
tion from the storm is collected, said 
Holly Bamford, director of NOAA’s 
National Ocean Service.

“The tool is going to take in condi-
tions of tide as well as surge, which 
is really important,” she said. “How 
high a tide is has major impact.”

The maps will also be linked to 
local evacuation plans, said Joseph 
Nimmich, of the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency, who 
urged people to learn the plans in 
advance.

“There is not one of us who can 
withstand the surge and protect 
their house when it is under attack 
by nature,” he said. “If you’re in your 
house when it’s being devastated 
and call 911, we are unable to help 
you.”

The Atlantic is in the midst of 
a busy hurricane cycle, or what 
forecasters call the Multidecadal 
Oscillation, which started in 1995, 
explained Gerry Bell, NOAA’s lead 
hurricane forecaster. Twelve of the 
past 20 seasons have been above 
average, he said. But this season, 
forecasters expect El Nino to cancel 
out the oscillation.

Last season, federal predictions, 
along with other forecast models, 
dramatically miscalculated the 
number of storms. Forecasters 
expected the Atlantic to churn out 
13 to 20, with seven to 11 becoming 
hurricanes and three to six strength-
ening into major storms.

The season ended as one of the 
quietest on record, with only two 
minor hurricanes.

In April, William Gray, founder of 
Colorado State University’s Tropical 
Meteorology Project, and col-
league Philip Klotzbach, who issue 
a closely watched forecast every 
spring, blamed the “bust” on the 
weakening of a deep current that 
carries denser, saltier water from 
the earth’s polar oceans and fuels 
stronger storms. Last year’s col-
lapse of the current, Gray said, was 
the biggest observed since 1950.

Forecast models have generally 
been more reliable in tracking the 
paths of storms while struggling to 
accurately predict their intensity. But 
Thursday, Nimmich said early test-
ing of the NOAA forecast model this 
year shows a 10 percent improve-
ment over last year’s modeling.

Forecasters have not been able 
to determine how climate change 
might figure into hurricane activity or 
affect the fluctuating El Nino cycle, 
Bell said.

“We need climate models that 
handle both global warming and 
year-to-year (changes), and we’re 
just not there yet,” he said.

(Continued from Page 1)

Hurricane season 
may be slow 
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Getting a different view of wildlife on Marco Island, Fla.
By Marjie Lambert
The Miami Herald (MCT)

MARCO ISLAND, Fla. — As we 
sail away from the Marco Island 
marina on a sticky morning in 
search of dolphins, James Livac-
cari, biologist on board the Dolphin 
Explorer, points out a bald eagle 
chasing an osprey, a great white 
egret catching fish on the point of 
the Isle of Capri. We see terns, a 
flock of brown pelicans and giant 
frigatebirds.

Then we see dolphins. And a 
baby dolphin — a newborn, in fact, 
its skin still wrinkled from being 
folded in its mother’s womb. The 
mother is teaching the baby how 
to swim. The paying passengers, 
children and adults, are excited, but 
Livaccari is the most excited of all. 
He recognizes the mother and can’t 
wait to get back to his logs to see 

who Mom was spotted hanging out 
with at this time last year. That will 
almost certainly be the father, he 
says.

Marco Island is a drive of about 
105 miles straight west from down-
town Miami, mostly along Tamiami 
Trail. It is the largest and northern-
most of the Ten Thousand Islands, 
and a fine spot for an overnight 
getaway — or even a long day trip.

Some people come here for the 
beaches, a sweet crescent of sand 
on the Gulf fronted by hotels and 
condos. Some come for the shelling 
— there are islands and sandbars 
aplenty — or the backcountry fishing 
and paddling. Some like to go to the 
shops and restaurants in Naples, 
15 miles to the north, then retreat to 
Marco Island’s casual ambience.

I like it for its wildlife spotting. 
Both the setting and the wildlife 

are different from what we see on 
Florida’s east coast.

Marco Island — and the drive 
there — offer plenty of wildlife-
related opportunities, both guided 
and unguided: Everglades National 
Park and Big Cypress National 
Preserve have entrances along the 
Tamiami Trail; Fakahatchee Strand 
Preserve State Park and Collier-
Seminole State Park are nearby; 
and there’s paddling in kayak or 
canoe through the Ten Thousand 
Islands.

For me, the ideal one-night 
staycation on Marco Island would 
include a cruise on the Dolphin 
Explorer, sunset cocktails and 
dinner at one of the area’s casual 
waterfront restaurants, and on the 
way home, a detour to Chokolo-
skee for a taste of local history. 
Add another day, and I’d throw in 

a kayak tour or a swamp walk at 
Fakahatchee and a stop at the new 
Marco Island Historical Museum.

Like many of Florida’s coastal 
cities and towns, Marco Island and 
Naples have recreational cruises, an 
hour or two aboard a boat, maybe 
to celebrate the sunset or look for 
dolphins with cocktail in hand.

The Dolphin Explorer is some-
thing different, though — it’s a three-
hour boat ride with an educational 
component that has been recog-
nized by the National Geographic 
book, 100 Places That Can Change 
Your Child’s Life. The Explorer 
crew has cataloged more than 200 
local dolphins, identifying them by 
notches in their dorsal fins, naming 

and photographing them.
On its twice-daily tours, the crew 

and passengers of the Dolphin 
Explorer watch for dolphins, identify 
them from the book of photographs 
on board, then log the sightings, 
the animals’ behavior and who they 
were with. There’s also a stop on a 
barrier island for shelling, sunbath-
ing or a walk on the white sand.

The boat tours run year round but 
may slow in summer, when fewer 
people sign up. September, dol-
phins’ birthing season, is the slow-
est time of all due to the weather, 
but could be the most exciting time 
for passengers, who might see 
newborns like we did on our venture 
late last summer.

IF YOU GO:
WHERE TO STAY: Hilton Marco Island Beach Resort and Spa, 560 S. 

Collier Blvd., Marco Island; 239-394-5000; www.hiltonmarcoisland.com. With 
297 guestrooms, spa, on the beach. Summer rates from $179 weekdays, 
$246 weekends.

WHERE TO EAT: Stan’s Idle Hour: 221 Goodland Dr., Goodland; 239-394-
3041; stansidlehour.net. Restaurant + chickee hut patio on marina; often has 
live music. Reduced hours May-October. Specialties fish sandwiches and 
fried-seafood baskets; sandwiches $5.95-$14.95, entrees $9.95-$18.95.

Capri Fish House Restaurant: 203 Capri Blvd, Naples; 239-389-5555; 
caprifishhouse.com. About midway between Marco Island and Naples, with 
marina, kayak rentals, boat tours. Seafood, steak, pasta; dinners $22.99-
$39.99.

WHAT TO DO: Dolphin Explorer: dolphin-study.com. Tours leave from 
Marco Island Marina; most days at 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. Advance reservations 
and tickets through Zerve, 800-979-3370, $59.

Ted Smallwood’s store: 360 Mamie St., Chokoloskee; 239-695-2989; 
smallwoodstore.com. Open daily 11 a.m.-4 p.m.; admission $5. Boat tours: 
239-695-0016, smallwoodstoreboattour.com.

Marco Island Historical Museum: 180 S. Heathwood Dr., Marco Island; 
239-642-1440; colliermuseums.com. Open Tuesday-Saturday 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Admission is free.

Fakahatchess Strand State Park: 137 Coastline Dr., Copeland; 239-695-
4593; floridastateparks.org/fakahatcheestrand/.

INFORMATION: paradisecoast.com, marcoislandchamber.org

Capri Fish House Restaurant is one of the dining experiences on the 
Isle of Capri, just nort of Marco Island, Fla. (Marjie Lambert/Miami 
Herald/MCT)

TRAVEL
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Look for us on 
Facebook

See who is waiting for you at SPCA-BC

Come by the SPCA-BC Shelter at 141 Canna Ln., Lake Jackson, or we 
are at Brazos Mall, Petco and Petsmart every Saturday, to  visit with these 
pets and many of their friends. Kennel sponsorships are now available 
for large or small kennels. Why not have your company or family recog-
nized with a plaque to show you care? Call (979) 285-2340, ext. 100, or visit 
www.spcabc.org for details. Help control the pet population. Have your pet 
spayed or neutered. Come by the  SPCA-BC, and fill out an application today.

will be a lot of help available if we 
do need to evacuate. We cannot be 
ordered to leave, but it makes sense 
to do so if there is a hurricane head-
ing our way.

A lot of us may decide to stay put 
if the hurricane is a Category 1 or 
2, and prepare to rough it out for a 
while without power.

Each one of us needs to act as 
we feel most comfortable. Even a 
low-intensity hurricane can cause a 
lot of damage.

We make the best decision based 
on facts. But the safest decision, 
always, is to evacuate.

That’s about the only time now 
that my RV makes a visit to my 
favorite RV resort in the hill country. 
We haven’t been there since the last 
evacuation in 2008.

We spent a few days taking some 
time off and relaxing while monitor-
ing conditions back home. It’s a 
lot more comfortable to ride out a 
hurricane while cooling down in the 
Medina River than in a dark house 
with no A/C.

So, it looks like we won’t have a 
lot of action this season, but it only 
takes one.

Storms have been turning away 
from the Texas Gulf Coast the last 
few years, and I hope that continues 

(Continued from Page 1)

Hurricanes are part of summer on Texas coast
this year. But, don’t let your guard 
down.

As I write this, Hurricane Amanda 
is churning in the Pacific Ocean, with 

wings of 140 mph. It’s not a threat to 
land. That’s one down, and hopefully 
only a few more to go, far away from 
here. But, it only takes one.

Texas Gulf Bank and Junior Achievement work in partnership with local school districts to prepare young 
students to deal with financial stability now and later in life.  Recently in Danbury ISD Stephanie Traylor’s 
first-grade class completed the five-week course. Pictured are the proud students, along with their teacher 
and librarian, Ace Filipp, in the beautiful community garden on campus.

Learning early about finances Only 2% of companies seeking to 
hire liberal-arts majors, poll finds
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

Not surprisingly, many more corporate hiring managers are on the lookout 
for engineering or business majors, according to the survey by Millennial 
Branding, a research and consulting firm, and Beyond.com, a career advisory 
website.

According to the poll, 27 percednt of companies are seeking to recruit 
engineering and computer students, while 18 percent want business majors.

More than one in four companies are seeking to recruit engineering and 
computer students, while 18 percent want business majors.

The low percentage of companies seeking liberal-arts majors isn’t a shock 
given the tenor of today’s job market. However, more than four in five human-
resource managers cited communication skills as a top trait they’re looking for 
in job candidates, a skill typically in abundance among liberal-arts majors.

“In the current economy, majoring in liberal arts won’t yield good job 
prospects, so you have to pair a liberal arts degree with business courses in 
order to become a more appealing candidate,” said Dan Schawbel, founder of 
Millennial Branding.



Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 Auto club offering
4 Gregory Peck role
8 Foster on a screen
13 Stretches of history
15 He actually played the lyre
16 Amherst sch.
17 Two-time NBA MVP Steve
18 Component of ocean H2O
19 Lawn game using lobbed mis-
siles

20 Buff ancient ruler?
23 Attorney general before Thorn-
burgh
24 Yank’s foe
25 Dudes
28 Own a few James Brown 
albums?
33 Fez, e.g.
36 Bankruptcy factor
37 Polynesian island nation
38 “Break __!”

40 Fare named for its shape
43 Fabric quantity
44 Mother of three French kings
46 Shiny fabric
48 Arctic coast explorer
49 Leaps over an oily mud puddle
53 DSL user’s need
54 Mao’s successor
55 Sticky-footed lizard
59 Beef baloney?
64 Botanist’s category
66 Dweeb
67 Size measure
68 Competitor’s dream
69 A bit off the ground, “up”
70 Sound like an ass
71 Bobbin
72 Ketel One competitor
73 NFL stats
Down
1 Common break hr.
2 Speak
3 Refuse
4 “Pitch Perfect” co-star Kendrick
5 Summer phenomenon
6 Curved support
7 Short jacket
8 Concession stand candy
9 Easternmost Arabian Peninsula 
country
10 “Dr. Strangelove” feature
11 Adherent’s suffix
12 Start to stop?
14 With 52-Down, grilled fare
21 Take control
22 Bottom line?
26 __ Gay
27 Ray in the ocean
29 Boxer’s attendant
30 Fall back
31 It’s a wrap
32 “Terrif!”
33 Pilgrim to Mecca
34 Diamond clan
35 Trophy case memento
39 Econ. measure
41 Bug
42 Earthbound bird
45 Crewman for 4-Across
47 Tech sch. grad
50 Slow boat
51 Hangs around the house?
52 See 14-Down
56 Pungent Thai dish
57 Play with, as clay
58 Gives the go-ahead
60 First name in folk
61 Cause wrinkles, in a way
62 Joel of “Wicked”
63 Water whirled
64 Some mil. bases
65 Edge
(c)2014 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC. Boggle Answers

LATIN  GERMAN  ITALIAN  ENGLISH  SPANISH  RUSSIAN

In memory of Greg Wilkinson
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: VILLA  SOGGY  TURBAN  BROKER
Answer: How the sponge merchant described his business -- ABSORBING

Bulletin  Horoscope
Tribune Content Agency
ARIES (Mar. 21-Apr. 19): Think big in 

the week ahead. Now is not the time to 
settle for small victories when a little grit 
and determination can yield a rousing 
success. Don’t waste time wondering 
whether or not you can; just dive in head 
first and do it.

TAURUS (Apr. 20-May 20): Enjoy 
it while it lasts. Things are going well 
with the holiday weekend. As the week 
progresses, you may find yourself under 
pressure from responsibilities. The spec-
ter of a past relationship may complicate 
new ones.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Keep them 

entertained. Use your gift of gab to spin 
wild yarns that will keep your audience 
captivated, even if they don’t really 
believe you. Flexing your mental muscles 
could leave a lasting and positive impres-
sion in the week ahead.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Make up 
some lost ground. While holiday festivi-

ties may be in full swing, you can better 
take advantage of the added free time to 
catch up with or even get ahead of your 
work load for the week ahead. Managing 
your time wisely leaves plenty of time for 
both work and play.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Commitment 
is the keyword. Whether in the business 
world or your love life, your dedication 
and loyalty will reap dividends. The lights 
are all green for embarking on a new 
romantic endeavor or starting a new 
project this week.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Say it like 
you mean it. Don’t mince words when 
addressing issues you’re passionate 
about. Trying to use too much tact this 
week may leave others thinking you 
aren’t sincere. Put on your chef’s hat to 
treat all to a holiday feast.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22.): Work hard, 
party harder. Take advantage of the holi-
day weekend to spread your social wings 
and enjoy yourself. Keep in mind that 
the short week ahead may make your 
upcoming schedule busier than usual.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Respon-
sibilities come first. Make sure that 
you’ve checked all the items off your to-
do list before joining in any Memorial Day 

festivities. You can enjoy that backyard 
barbeque all the more if you know that 
you’ve done all that’s been asked of you.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 
Be yourself. There’s no need to put up 
a false front or put on airs to impress 
someone. Do what comes naturally and 
breaking the initial ice will be second 
nature. Avoid taking on extra responsibili-
ties this week unless there’s something 
in it for you.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Think 
before you speak. During holiday parties, 
you may meet new people who may 
not share the same view of the world as 
you do. Avoid confrontation by choosing 
words carefully when in mixed company.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Share 
your thoughts. When you’re comfort-
able in a relaxed atmosphere with close 
friends and family this week, discussions 
may yield potentially lucrative ideas. 
You’ll fare far better in a group than on 
your own today.

PISCES (Feb. 19-Mar. 20): Read 
between the lines. What someone says 
to you and what they actually mean may 
be two different entities this week. You 
can impress a loved one by reading their 
mind if you’re perceptive enough.

(c) 2014 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers
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Brazoria County Library System to host Alzheimer’s events to help children cope
Brazoria County Library System 

will host a special event for children 
called A Piece of My Grandma 
Is Missing: Children Dealing with 
Alzheimer’s and Dementia.

Three branches throughout the 
system will host this program.  The 
first event will be held at 2 p.m. 
June 7 at the Pearland Westside 
Branch, the second will be at 3 p.m. 
June 11 at the Alvin Branch and the 
final event will at 2 p.m. June 13 at 
the Lake Jackson Branch.

The library system has partnered 
with the Alzheimer’s Association 
Houston and Southeast Texas 
Chapter and the Brazoria County 
Alzheimer’s Awareness Project to 
create this opportunity.

“This should be a benefit to chil-
dren who have a parent, grandpar-
ent, uncle, aunt, friends or even 
a neighbor who has Alzheimer’s,” 
said Sara Joiner, children’s coordi-
nator for the library system, said.

The idea for the event came 
during the Caregiver Conference 

in January.  Attendees were asked 
if they had any ideas about how to 
raise awareness for Alzheimer’s.

“That’s when my wife spoke up 
and said, ‘little children need to 
understand why Grammy doesn’t 
feel well and why she acts the way 
she does.’  That started this whole 
effort,” said Dale Libby, coordinator 
for the Brazoria County Alzheimer’s 
Awareness Project.

The goal of the events is to help 
children understand that what’s 
happening to the person they know 
is beyond anyone’s control and to 
help children realize there are still 
ways to interact with their loved 
one.

“A lot of times we focus on the 
caregiver—the stress of care giving, 
coping mechanisms, legal and 
financial issues, and so on.  While 
the caregiver certainly needs the 
support and education, children 
or grandchildren of people with 
dementia are often confused and 
do not understand the disease,” 

said Krista Dunn, Galveston/Bay 
Area outreach coordinator for the 
Alzheimer’s Association Houston 
and Southeast Texas Chapter.  
“This program will help address 
those questions and concerns that 
children may have about dementia 
and Alzheimer’s disease.”

If the events prove successful, 
the library system intends to offer 
them in more locations beginning in 
the fall.

“We already offer memory 
screenings for adults during 
Alzheimer’s Awareness Month, and 

this would be a great way to get 
children involved,” Joiner said. 

The Alzheimer’s Association is 
the world’s leading voluntary health 
organization in Alzheimer care, 
support and research. Their mission 
is to eliminate Alzheimer’s dis-
ease through the advancement of 
research, to provide and enhance 
care and support for all affected, 
and to reduce the risk of dementia 
through the promotion of brain 
health.

The goals of the Brazoria County 
Alzheimer’s Awareness Project are 

to create awareness of Alzheimer’s 
disease and related dementias and 
to promote early detection.  They 
work with healthcare organizations, 
businesses, social service and gov-
ernment agencies, and interested 
individuals to achieve these goals.

In addition to these events, 
Brazoria County Library System 
provides various programming for 
adults and children, computers 
for use by the public, databases 
for research and plenty of books 
for reading. Twelve branches are 
located throughout the county.


