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The Clarion at Brazosport Col-
lege is giving kids the opportunity 
to get out of the heat with another 
series of Summer Matinee shows.

The Clarion’s Summer Mati-

nees is an annual 
series of children’s 
performances, which 
run at 1:30 p.m. every 
Wednesday from June 
17 thru July 29. Tickets 
for the performances 
range from $5 to $8 
per person and are cur-
rently on sale.

This year’s matinee 
series will feature six shows, high-
lighting musical artists, educational 
acts, a theatrical performance, 

dancing, comedy and 
magic. All shows are 
appropriate for children 
ages 4 to 12, and all 
events are general 
seating.

The Clarion is 
located at 500 College 
Drive in Lake Jackson. 
For more information 

about the events and 
tickets for the Clarion’s Summer 
Matinees, visit the Clarion’s website 

Stormy Weather
Hurricane Season is here

• PREPARE
• DECIDE
• ACT
• SURVIVE

Your complete guide inside, Pages 7-13

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

Wake up, get the hot tea going, 
look out the window. It’s overcast 
again. Got used to that a while 
back. Looks like rain. Yes, the 
forecast says there will be rain.

The first day of summer will be 
on June 21. It actually starts at 
12:38 p.m. on that day, Central 

TIme. But 
the calendar 
doesn’t know 
what has 
been going on 
all this time. 
Spring should 
be over. We 
have had 
enough rain. 

It’s time for a hot, drier summer.
June 1 was the first day of the 

long Hurricane Season. After 
some early tropical disturbances, 
there are actually indications that 
it will be less active than normal, 
but it only takes one to turn every-
thing upside down.

Remember 2005, when it 
seemed that it rained all summer 
long? I was busy traveling to my 
daughter’s softball games at the 
time, and I can’t remember a 
weekend when we didn’t have 
some sort of a rain threat. It was 
really hard to schedule tourna-
ments. There were a lot of cancel-
lations.

One weekend we drove all the 
way to San Marcos, just to learn 
after we got there that the tourna-
ment was canceled. Then the 
problem was getting out of there, 
since everything was flooding. We 
drove back the same day.

That was the same year 
that Texas was hit by Rita, and 
New Orleans was pounded by 

RAMBLINGS

Look for mail-in entry 
form inside this issue

To take your mind off all this rain 
and the fact that we’re heading 
into Hurricane season, we decided 
to start our annual  Schlitterbahn 
Water Park ticket give-away con-
test in this issue.

Again, all you have to do for a 
chance to win a pair of free tickets 
to the Galveston location is to 
write clearly and fill out the entry 
form inside this issue, and mail it 
in to us.

Here is something different this 
year. If you want to double your 
chances of winning, go to our 
Facebook page (facebook.com/
brazoriacountybulletin), and “like” 
it. 

If you are already one of our 
followers, then please share our 
page. That also will double your 
chances of winning. There will 
be eight winners chosen. Their 
names will be annlounced in a 
future issue of The Bulletin.

Summer Matinee shows bring educational fun to The Clarion

Red Grammer
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YES, I BOUGHT THE POLICY JUST YESTERDAY; WHY? A man, 
who crashed his car in Duncansville, Pa., did not have any auto insur-
ance, so he bought a policy over the phone from the scene of the 
accident. The next day, he filed a claim for $3,900, saying the accident 
happened after the policy took effect. The insurance company immedi-
ately saw this as a red flag. He now faces fraud charges.

THAT OUGHT TO FOOL ‘EM: Police pulled over a driver in Lincoln, 
Neb., and charged him with possession of marijuana they found in a con-
tainer the guy had cleverly labeled “Not Weed.”

WHAT DO YOU MEAN YOU DON’T FIND ME ATTRACTIVE!? A 
South Carolina woman threatened to shoot her live-in boyfriend after 
he refused to have an intimate relationship with her. She also physically 
scuffled with him out of frustration and in an effort to get him to change 
his mind. She was ultimately arrested for domestic violence after she 
kept changing her account of events to police.

HEY, I’M THE VICTIM HERE! An Alliance, Ohio, man was arrested 
after he called the police emergency number to report that his wife had 
stolen his cocaine.

NO, I ALWAYS WALK THIS WAY: A woman walked into a depart-
ment store in Guapiles, Costa Rica, stuffed a small flat-screen TV up her 
dress, and walked out. It took about 13 seconds. Though it was captured 
on surveillance cameras, workers didn’t have time to react.

I’M TELLIN’ YA’, MAN, IT’S A CONSPIRACY: A man returned to his 
home in Wasilla, Alaska, to find a stranger hiding in his house suffering 
from drug hallucinations. He told the homeowner that people “were out to 
get him” and then ran away.

WELL, I KNEW IT WASN’T MINE: Police pulled over a car in George-
town, Texas, and the officer found a gun in the vehicle. The driver said it 
belonged to a friend, and his passenger said it belonged to the driver. A 
check of the serial number revealed that it belonged to the Austin Police 
Department - from which it had been stolen.

I’M SURE IT WILL BE SAFE IN THE CAR: Police, who arrested a 
woman at a mall in Wellington, Fla., told her she could put her jewelry 
in her purse, and leave it in her car for her husband to retrieve. But 
her stepdaughter stole the handbag which contained $11,000 worth of 
jewels. The stepdaughter played dumb, but she was arrested when the 
cops found that she had taken the goods to a pawn shop.

BUT YOU DON’T HAVE ANY EVIDENCE: A couple grabbed a rotis-
serie chicken in a Wal-Mart in Brunswick, N.Y., and then walked around 
the store eating it and drinking soda, which they also stole. They were 
arrested when they got outside.

SOME PEOPLE JUST NEVER LEARN: A man who was pulled over 
in Yaphank, N.Y., gave the police a fake name because his driver’s 
license had been suspended 41 times. They ultimately figured out who 
he was.

Texas adds 287,000 jobs as unemployment rate remains at lowest since July 2007
 Texas has added an estimated 

287,000 seasonally adjusted jobs 
over the past year, including a 
modest gain in April with the addi-
tion of 1,200 positions during the 
month. The state has experienced 
job gains in three of the first four 
months of 2015.

“Texas employers added jobs 
in seven of 11 major industries,” 

said Texas Workforce Commission 
(TWC) Chairman Andres Alcantar. 

The state unemployment rate 
remained steady at 4.2 percent in 
April, down a full percentage point 
from 5.2 percent a year ago. Texas 
continues to trend well below the 
national unemployment rate of 5.4 
percent.

“We know that there are still folks 

who are looking for good-paying 
jobs in our state, and we encourage 
them to take advantage of the many 
resources made available through 
Texas Workforce Solutions,” said 
TWC Commissioner Representing 
Labor Ronny Congleton. 

Job gains for April were led by 
the Leisure and Hospitality industry, 
which added 6,900 positions. The 

Information industry enjoyed its 
largest monthly gain for the industry 
since June 2000 with the addition of 
3,400 jobs in April. Other Services 
gained 2,800 jobs during the month 
followed by Trade, Transportation 
and Utilities, which expanded by 
2,100 positions.

“The employers in Texas are 

strong and resilient and have a 
talented pool of workers to choose 
from,” said TWC Commissioner 
Representing Employers Hope 
Andrade. 

For the second consecutive 
month, the Amarillo Metropolitan 
Statistical Area (MSA) boasted the 
lowest unemployment rate.
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Squirrel taunts snake
Q.  Why does a “harmless hand-

ful of fluff” California ground squirrel 
go out of its way to taunt dangerous 
rattlesnakes?

A.  Dangerous to whom?  Accord-
ing to Rulon Clark of San Diego 
State University, squirrels may not 
only stop, stare and sniff but, if the 
snake is uncoiled, may even kick 
sand at it, reports Susan Milius in 
“Science News” magazine.  And 
in bursts, the squirrels flag their 
tails left and right “like a wind-
shield wiper.”  Though a rattler can 
strike with lightning-like speed, the 
twisting, dodging, flagging ground 
squirrels stand “a decent chance 
of escape,” and those from snake 
country have some venom-resis-
tance.  “So taunting is worth the 
risks as a signal to neighboring 
squirrels and to the snake that its 
ambush attempt has been discov-
ered.”  And, in fact, frequent flaggers 
often escaped attacks.

Studying this flagging, Clark and 
colleagues noted that these just-in-
case tail flags could tell a still-hidden 
snake that this is one wary squirrel. 
“So flagging may persuade a smart 
snake to wait for an easier target.”

As Milius put it, “After getting pub-
licly and lengthily squirreled, snakes 
often just slip away.”

If you really want to
Q.  Calling all Scrabblers:  Can 

you unscramble the following letters 
to make a word worth 365 points:  R 
X O Y Q T I U?

A.  The word is “quixotry,” whose 
face-value letters are Q=10, U=1, 
I=1, X=8, O=1, T=1, R=1 and Y=4, 
for a total of 27.  In 2007, full-time 
carpenter Michael Cresta took 
advantage of an already played R to 
use all seven of his tiles across two 
triple word score squares, earning 
365 points, “the most points ever 
on a single turn,” reported Jennifer 
Wood in “Mental Floss” maga-
zine.  Later, Cresta went on to set 
a second record by achieving the 
highest ever individual game score 
of 830!

For you literati, “quixotry” means 
“marked by rash, lofty, romantic 
ideas or chivalrous actions doomed 
to fail,” and bears a close relation-
ship to Cervantes’ idealistic hero 
Don Quixote.

Bouncing on water
Q.  A Waboba ball (short for 

WAter BOuncing BAll) bounces well 
on water but is a dud on dry land.  
Why is this, and how does it relate 
to skipping stones and cannonballs?

A.  We’ve all tried our hand at 
skipping stones on water -- the 

world record is 65 skips.  But the 
stones are typically disk-shaped and 
skillfully thrown, spinning Frisbee-
like (gyroscopically stabilizing their 
orientation) and hitting the water at 
an angle of about 20 degrees, say 
mechanical engineer Tadd Truscott 
and his colleagues in “Physics 
Today.”  Wabobas, on the other 
hand, are spherical, do not require 
spinning, and will skip nicely over a 
wide range of impact angles.

Using high-speed video cameras, 
Truscott discovered that the secret 
to Waboba performance is its elastic 
behavior.  When the ball hits the 
water, it momentarily compresses 
into a disk-like shape -- like the 
spinning stone -- and bounces in the 
same way.  But on a dry surface, the 
ball’s softness causes it to do more 
of a “splat.”

Yet at high speeds and small 
impact angles, not all water-bounc-
ing balls need be soft, notes 
Truscott.  “Can you imagine a 25-kg 
(55-lb) cannonball skipping more 
than 30 times across the water 
at 120 m/s (270 mph)?  Though 
hard to believe, naval gunners 
as far back as the 18th century 
skipped cannonballs as a military 
tactic.  Ricochet, in naval parlance, 
removed the launch angle as a vari-
able and proved a reliable method 
for demasting enemy ships.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)

“I want a man who will look good 
on my resume.”
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A destroyed car is 
submerged in the Blanco 
River in Wimberley, 
Texas, after the flood on 
May 26. The same storm 
also wrought havoc to 
Austin, and later to the  
Houston area, causing 
death and injury. (Photo 
by Jay Janner/Austin 
American-Statesman/
TNS)

Texas-sized 
catastrophe
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The Brazoria Lions Club will 
hold its semi-annual Garage Sale 
(rescheduled from March) at the 
American Legion Hall and Pavilion 
on F.M. 521 across the street from 
Stewart’s Grocery in Brazoria, 
Texas. Set-up for the event will take 
place Wednesday and Thursday, 
June 10 and 11 from 9:00 a.m. until 
5:00 p.m. Donations for the sale will 

Brazoria Lions Club Semi-Annual Garage Sale rescheduled
be accepted during this time – or 
sooner (please call 979-789-7069 
for pick-up).

This year, the sale features 
office furniture and industrial carpet 
squares as well as other worthwhile 
items. The sale runs Friday, June 12 
from 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. through 
Saturday, June 13 from 8:00 a.m. 
– 3:00 p.m. Volunteers wishing to 

help with the set up or sale will be 
welcomed. Proceeds of the event 
benefit the Brazoria Library and 
other Brazoria Lions Club commu-
nity projects. For more information, 
call Lion Scotty McCaskill at (979) 
798-7069.

The Brazoria CityWide Garage 
Sale will run concurrently both days. 
To participate, or for more informa-
tion and locations of the citywide 
sale, contact the Brazoria Chamber 
of Commerce at (979) 798-6100 or 
dede@brazoriachamber.net . For 
more information, see ad on Page 
17.

If you’re interested in effective, 
inexpensive advertising for 

your business or organization, 
call (979) 849-5407 and let us 

put together a pakage that 
won’t break the bank.

dpa (TNS)
NEW DELHI — More than 1,150 people are dead from a heatwave 

sweeping across south India with more fatalities being reported due to the 
heat, officials said Wednesday.

Andhra Pradesh state was the worst hit, where 884 people had died of 
heatstroke since May 18.

Of the total fatalities in Andhra Pradesh, 668 deaths were reported 
between Saturday and Monday, a period when the mercury peaked at 48 
degrees Celsius (118 Fahrenheit) in certain areas, officials at the state’s 
disaster control room said.

Another 269 people had died in the neighboring state of Telangana 
since April 15, state disaster management chief Bhambal Ram Meena 
said.

Most of the victims of the heat were homeless, elderly or construction 
workers.

Weather officials said northwesterly dry and hot winds from the desert 
state of Rajasthan were responsible.

The northern, central and eastern parts of India were also reeling under 
the intense summer heat.

Local media reports say the heat and dust-storms claimed more 
than 75 lives in Delhi as well as states of Orissa, West Bengal, Madhya 
Pradesh and Rajasthan.

While Texas floods, India bakes
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Hurricane Katrina. The two were 
about two weeks apart. Katrina first 
destroyed New Orleans’ levees, and 
then Rita headed this way, causing 
mass confusion, a poorly planned 
evacuation, and a week’s vacation 
for me at the banks of the Medina 
River in the Hill Country.

Then Rita made a turn eastward 
and didn’t affect us, after all. But you 
can never be too cautious, and the 
river felt really good while I relaxed 
in its cool waters with the family.

We had to stay a few extra days 
to make sure that the danger was 
over. You don’t want to mess with a 

hurricane. They could change their 
minds and come back at you. It was 
best to stay put in the Hill Country a 
while longer.

I did the same thing when Hurri-
cane Ike was coming. Unfortunately, 
that one caused some damage, but 
the river was still refreshing.

 There was no sense in staying at 
home without power when I could 
be grilling some chicken and telling 
fish stories as I watched the river 
slowly flow by the campsite.

Luckily, the campsite was not 
washed away by the spring floods  
those years.

These are some plus sides to 

evacuating. But I hope we don’t 
have to do it this Hurricane Season. 
I hope that the predictions are right, 
and it’s going to be a nice, quiet 
summer.

Bring on the heat and the 
mosquitos. It’s great training for the 
Mosquito Festival, anyway. Just 
leave the hurricanes behind. 

The only hurricane I have ridden 
out so far was Hurricane Alicia in 
1983. But I was young then, and life 
was simpler. I was also covering it 
for the Houston Chronicle. And to be 
honest, it wasn’t all that adventur-
ous.

I even went outside when it was 
still dark and drove around while in 
the eye of the storm. A lot of houses 
still had power, except in Lake 
Jackson. It seems like if power goes 

out anywhere around here because 
of a storm, it goes out first in Lake 
Jackson.

But considering that we took a 
direct hit from a Category 3 hur-
ricane, it wasn’t all that bad around 
here. Galveston got banged up 
hard, since it was on the dirty side 
(the right side) of Alicia. 

Then Ike slammed the island 
about three decades later, caus-
ing massive destruction again, and 
affected some parts of our county 
more than others, including wide-
spread power losses.

That’s enough walking down Hur-
ricane Lane.

Dear reader, we are running a lot 
of hurricane preparation news in this 
issue, and you may want to sit down 
for a minute and give some thought 

to what you will do if a major storm 
threatens the area.

It seems like most of the tropical 
activity tends to concentrate in the 
Gulf of Mexico from the late August 
to mid-September time period, 
based on past experiences.

We have been pretty lucky in 
these parts, but don’t let your guard 
down. Stay prepared, and at the 
same time, pray that it will be just 
another long, hot summer.

That’s the way we like it.

Hurricane season is here, so make sure that you have a plan to keep you and your family safe
(Continued from Page 1)

Call (979) 849-5407 
to learn how to 

start an affordable 
advertising campaign 

in The Bulletin
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The deadly storm surge
Storm surge and large waves produced by hurricanes pose the greatest 

threat to life and property along the coast.
Storm Surge is an abnormal rise of water generated by a storm’s winds. 

Storm surge can reach heights well over 20 feet and can span hundreds of 
miles of coastline.

Storm Tide is the water level rise during a storm due to the combination of 
storm surge and the astronomical tide.

The destructive power of storm surge and large battering waves can result 
in loss of life, buildings destroyed, beach and dune erosion and road and 
bridge damage along the coast. Storm surge can travel several miles inland. 
In estuaries and bayous, salt water intrusion endangers public health and the 
environment.

The Tropical Meteorology Project / Colorado State University
Information obtained through March 2015 indicates that the 2015 Atlan-

tic hurricane season will likely have much less activity than the median 
1981-2010 season.

We estimate that 2015 will have only 3 hurricanes (median is 6.5), 7 
named storms (median is 12.0), 30 named storm days (median is 60.1), 
10 hurricane days (median is 21.3), 1 major (Category 3-4-5) hurricane 
(median is 2.0) and 0.5 major hurricane days (median is 3.9). The 
probability of U.S. major hurricane landfall is estimated to be about 55 
percent of the long-period average. We expect Atlantic basin Accumulated 
Cyclone Energy (ACE) and Net Tropical Cyclone (NTC) activity in 2015 to 
be approximately 45 percent of their long-term averages.

This forecast is based on an extended-range early April statistical pre-
diction scheme that was developed utilizing 29 years of past data. Analog 
predictors are also utilized. We anticipate a below-average Atlantic basin 
hurricane season due to the combination of a high likelihood of at least 
a moderate El Niño event and a relatively cool tropical Atlantic. Coastal 
residents are reminded that it only takes one hurricane making landfall to 
make it an active season for them, and they need to prepare the same for 
every season, regardless of how much activity is predicted.

Quiet hurricane season predictedSteps to take before a hurricane strikes
From fema.gov

To prepare for a hurricane, you 
should take the following measures:

• To begin preparing, you should 
build an emergency kit and make a 
family communications plan.

• Know your surroundings.
• Learn the elevation level of your 

property and whether the land is 
flood-prone. This will help you know 
how your property will be affected 
when storm surge or tidal flooding 
are forecasted.

• Identify levees and dams in your 
area and determine whether they 
pose a hazard to you.

• Learn community hurricane 
evacuation routes and how to find 
higher ground. Determine where 
you would go and how you would 
get there if you needed to evacuate.

• Make plans to secure your 
property:

Cover all of your home’s 
windows. Permanent storm shut-
ters offer the best protection for 
windows. A second option is to 
board up windows with 5/8” exterior 
grade or marine plywood, cut to fit 
and ready to install. Another year-
round option would be installation of 
laminated glass with impact-resis-
tant glazing. Tape does not prevent 
windows from breaking.

• Install straps or additional clips 
to securely fasten your roof to the 
frame structure. This will reduce 
roof damage.

• Be sure trees and shrubs 
around your home are well-trimmed 
so they are more wind resistant.

• Clear loose and clogged rain 
gutters and downspouts.

• Reinforce your garage doors; if 
wind enters a garage it can cause 
dangerous and expensive structural 

damage.
• Plan to bring in all outdoor 

furniture, decorations, garbage 
cans and anything else that is not 
tied down.

• Determine how and where to 
secure your boat.

• Install a generator for emergen-
cies.

• If in a high-rise building, when 
high winds are present, be pre-
pared to take shelter on a lower 
floor because wind conditions 
increase with height, and in a small 
interior room without windows. 

When flooding may be occuring, 
be prepared to take shelter on a 
floor safely above the flooding and 
wave effects.

• Consider building a safe room.
Hurricanes cause heavy rains 

that can cause extensive flood 
damage in coastal and inland 
areas. 

Everyone is at risk and should 
consider flood insurance protection. 
Flood insurance is the only way to 
financially protect your property or 
business from flood damage. 

To learn more about your 
flooding risk and how to protect 
yourself and your business, visit 
the Federal Insurance and Mitiga-
tion Administration (NFIP) Web 
site,www.floodsmart.gov, or call 
1-800-427-2419.



Page 8  THE BULLETIN  June 2, 2015  (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com HURRICANE SEASON 2015

Dial 2-1-1 to register for a ride 
Brazoria County resident - if 
you have special health care or 
transportation needs, you need 
to make extra efforts to get ready 
for hurricane season. Remember, 
hurricane season officially contin-
ues through Nov. 30.

Operators answering the 
phones at 2-1-1 are prepared to 
help you register for transportation 
and offer special assistance now.

If you have special health care 
needs, register by dialing 2-1-1: 

Gulf coast residents with special 
health care needs (including those 
who are disabled or medically frag-
ile) who live in evacuation zones 
and do not have friends or family to 
help in an evacuation should regis-
ter for a ride in advance by dialing 
2-1-1. Call 211 before a storm is in 
the Gulf. This service is for people 
who cannot drive themselves or 
make transportation arrangements.

If you need transportation, regis-
ter with 2-1-1: If you do not have a 
car or other vehicle, and you cannot 

If you lack transportation, dial 2-1-1 to register
get a ride with friends, neighbors or 
family, register in advance for a ride 
by dialing 2-1-1. If those attempts 
fail, contact your local emergency 
coordinators office.

In the event of an evacuation, 
individuals who have registered 
with 2-1-1, will need to meet at an 
evacuation HUB.

To allow hearing impaired folks 
to register for 211 help before an 
event, please email or text your 
contact info to: 211@brazoria-
county.com

Follow these steps to prepare your vehicle for evacuation
• Fill up with fuel before you leave 

town. It’s smart to keep your tank at 
least half full during the entire hur-
ricane season.

• Check your vehicle’s fluid levels 
and ensure there is adequate cool-
ant in the radiator.

• Don’t forget your tires. Check 
for proper air pressure because hot 
road surfaces are rough on tires. Be 

sure that your spare tire has air and 
that you have the proper equipment 
to change your tire.

Ensure you have a jack and lug 
wrench in your vehicle and know 
where they are in the vehicle.

Your owner’s manual should have 
instructions for changing tires and 
flats.

• Make sure to carry water and 

non-perishable food; enough for you 
and your passengers in case you 
become stranded.

• If you are stranded, stay with 
your vehicle and use emergency 
flashers. Tie a white cloth on the 
antenna or door handle and raise 
the hood.

• Have a working flashlight and 
extra batteries in your vehicle.

For those of us who still like to chart storms the old-fashioned way, save 
this page to plot the coordinates. The National Hurricane Center website also 
has probabilities regarding hurricane movements in the next few days.
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A boat that is damaged by a hurricane can wind up costing far more 
to fix than a marine insurance policy costs annually. Review your boat 
policy’s requirements and be sure to comply with them.

 Most insurance providers require a formal written Storm Plan detailing 
where and how your boat must be secured during a major storm. 

Check with your marina, storage facility, or the owner of the private 
dock where your boat is moored to be sure the vessel can remain there 
during a hurricane. If it can stay, know the procedure for securing not only 
your boat, but those docked around it, as well. A boat that breaks loose in 
a hurricane can wind up damaging your boat.

If you have to move your boat from its current slip in the event of a 
storm, decide where you are going to have it hauled before a hurricane is 
forecast.

Make an inventory, preferably by video, of all valuable fixed items such 
as marine electronics that you cannot remove from your boat. Store all 
the boat’s documents, including your marine insurance policy, in a secure 
place off the vessel.

 Lastly, keep an eye to the sky and closely monitor local and national 
weather services, including NOAA Weather Radio and the National 
Weather Service’s National Hurricane Center www.nhc.noaa.gov.

Hurricane preparations for your boat
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From the 2014 Hurricane Preparedness Guide

SHOULD I EVACUATE?
Local officials will make manda-

tory evacuation decisions before a 
storm makes landfall. Hurricanes 
can become much more dangerous 
in a matter of hours. It is NOT safe 
to wait. Plan to leave early.

WHERE SHOULD I GO?
You may evacuate to any city you 

choose. Brazoria County residents 
have been assigned Belton, Texas 
for public shelters. If you do not 
have hotel reservations or family 
you can stay with, you may evacu-
ate to the public shelters. 

WHAT ROUTE SHOULD 
I TAKE?

There are no mandatory routes 
you must take when evacuating 
from your city.  When weather is 
good, take your family on an outing 
to check routes and become familiar 
with roadways.

The State has designated 
evacuation routes: SH-36, SH-288, 
SH-6, I-45, SH-290, HWY-59. If you 
choose to take an alternate route, 
essential services such as food, 
fuel, etc. are not guaranteed.

Contra-flow lanes might be open 
on SH-45, I-10, and SH-290 thirty-
six (36) hours prior to the arrival of 
gale force winds. Have more than 
one route planned, realizing that 
contra-flow lanes have priority over 
all other routes.

WHEN EVACUATING 
YOU SHOULD

• Coordinate your departure with 
the people who will be traveling with 
you. Notify an out-of-area person of 
your evacuation plans.

• Make arrangements for your 
pets.

• Pack your disaster supply kit 
into your vehicle.

• Secure your home.
• Double check your evacuation 

route and leave.

Should you stay
 There are NO SHELTERS in 

Brazoria County. There will be NO 
SERVICES available to you (sewer, 
water, etc). Hospitals will close, 
ambulances will not run, and police 
and fire cannot respond until the 
storm passes.

HURRICANE SEASON 2015
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Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Wind Scale categories highlight sustained wind speeds, danger level
Category 1 (74-95 mph)
Very dangerous winds will 

produce some damage: Well-con-
structed frame homes could have 
damage to roof, shingles, vinyl 
siding and gutters. Large branches 
of trees will snap, and shallowly 
rooted trees may be toppled. 
Extensive damage to power lines 
and poles likely will result in power 
outages that could last a few to 
several days.

Category 2 (96-110 mph):
Extremely dangerous winds will 

cause extensive damage: Well-con-
structed frame homes could sustain 
major roof and siding damage. 
Many shallowly rooted trees will 
be snapped or uprooted and block 
numerous roads. Near-total power 
loss is expected with outages that 

could last from several days to 
weeks.

Category 3 (111-129 mph)
Devastating damage will occur: 

Well-built framed homes may incur 
major damage or removal of roof 
decking and gable ends. Many 
trees will be snapped or uprooted, 
blocking numerous roads. Electric-
ity and water will be unavailable 
for several days to weeks after the 
storm passes.

Category 4 (130-156 mph)
Catastrophic damage will occur: 

Well-built framed homes can sustain 
severe damage with loss of most 
of the roof structure and/or some 
exterior walls. Most trees will be 
snapped or uprooted and power 
poles downed. Fallen trees and 
power poles will isolate residential 

areas. Power outages will last 
weeks to possibly months. Most of 
the area will be uninhabitable for 
weeks or months.

Category 5 (157 mph or higher)
Catastrophic damage will occur: 

A high percentage of framed homes 
will be destroyed, with total roof fail-
ure and wall collapse. Fallen trees 
and power poles will isolate residen-

tial areas. Power outages will last 
for weeks to possibly months. Most 
of the area will be uninhabitable for 
weeks or months.

The Saffir-Simpson Hurricane 
Wind Scale is a 1 to 5 rating 
based on a hurricane’s sustained 
wind speed. This scale estimates 
potential property damage. Hur-
ricanes reaching Category 3 and 

higher are considered major hur-
ricanes because of their potential 
for significant loss of life and 
damage. Category 1 and 2 storms 
are still dangerous, however, and 
require preventative measures. In 
the western North Pacific, the term 
“super typhoon” is used for tropi-
cal cyclones with sustained winds 
exceeding 150 mph.

HURRICANE SEASON 2015



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   June 2, 2015    THE BULLETIN  Page 13HURRICANE SEASON 2015

Preparing for a Disaster and Evacuation:
• Make sure your pet can be identified with an I.D. tag and microchip. 

Don’t forget to register the microchip with a locator database.
• If evacuation occurs, don’t wait to the last minute and don’t leave your 

pet at home. Think of a place to take your pet ahead of time.
• Have an emergency kit with basic pet care items, including a two-

week supply of food and water.
• Keep a cat carrier and/or dog leashes near the front door and within 

reach.
• Leave pet information, such as type, amount and behavior tenden-

cies, at your front door in case you must evacuate before going home and 
authorities search the neighborhood for those left behind.

Pet Care During and After Evacuation:
• Keep the animal confined when staying in your pre-designated tem-

porary location and maintain confinement when you return home.
• If the pet has been deprived of food, slowly re-introduce food in small 

portions when returning home.
• View the pet’s environment and spot out any potential hazards, such 

as broken glass or fallen utility lines.
• Take the pet for a medical check-up to ensure the animal’s health 

hasn’t been affected.

How to evacuate with pets Public transportation, evacuation, shelter ground rules
What Should I Bring with me?
• You MUST bring your driver’s 

license or state issued picture ID.
• Medications for at least 10 days
• Toiletries, snacks, and 5 days 

worth of clothing
• No more than two pieces of 

luggage and one carry-on bag per 
person.

• Household pets (dog/cat) in 
a sturdy plastic or metal cage/
transport device. (no reptiles or 
aggressive animals will be allowed).

What is not allowed in a public 
shelter?

Alcoholic beverages, weapons, 
and illegal drugs are not allowed in 
public shelters.
Public transportation and animal 

evacuations
If you are utilizing county transpor-

tation at a HUB location, there are 
several rules that must be followed.

These rules are imposed to 
ensure the safety of everyone and 
will be enforced without exception. 
HUB Coordinators have final say 
over all pet transports.

• Only non aggressive household 
pets will be permitted. No reptiles or 
farm animals.

• Up to two pets per household 
will be allowed on the bus. If you 
feel you MUST take more than two 
pets, please contact your city’s local 
emergency manager BEFORE an 
evacuation is called.

• All animals MUST be transported 
and housed in a sturdy plastic or 
metal cage/transport device.

No cardboard or partly enclosed 
devices will be allowed.

• Animals must remain secured in 

the travel device at ALL TIMES while 
on the bus.

• All animals must have current 
shot records.

• Animal owners are responsible 
for supplying food and water for their 

animals.
  Will my pet ride with me ?
As a general rule, pets will be 

transported with the owner. How-
ever, if a situation dictates, they may 
be transported in a separate vehicle.

• The lowest pressure reading 
at landfall is from the 1935 Labor 
Day Storm: the reading  was 892 
millibars. 

That hurricane still holds the 
record as the third most powerful  
storm ever recorded. Hurricane 
Allen (1980) had a reading of 899 
millibars while both Hurricane Mitch 
(1998) and Hurricane Camille 
(1969) had readings of 905 mil-
libars.

• In 1969, Hurricane Camille 
produced a 25-foot storm surge 
in Mississippi. Camille sustained 
Category 5 strength for 30 consecu-
tive hours.

Hurricane Notes
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General Office Cleaner needed in 
Lake Jackson, Freeport, Brazoria, 

Angleton and Texas City

IMMEDIATE HIRE - PART-TIME 

Work hours are up to 4 hrs., Mon-Sat, 7-11 PM.
Apply online at marsdensouth.com

at clarion.brazosport.edu or by call-
ing (979) 230-3156.

This season’s lineup of summer 
matinees includes:

CARRANZA PUPPETS — PIN-
OCCHICO: Wed., June 17; 1:30 
p.m. Tickets: $5

The story of “Pinocchio” is an 
odyssey in which a puppet, by the 
making of ironic life choices, experi-
ences many trials, misadventures, 
and their inevitable consequences. 
These experiences, however, 
ultimately gain Pinocchio a truer 
course to maturity in life.

MAD SCIENCE — SPIN, POP, 
BOOM!: Wed, June 24; 1:30 p.m. 
Tickets: $4

Discover how much fun can 
be had with the fundamentals of 
physics and chemistry. Watch as 
a bungee jump and a spinning 
platform is created. Help call out 

the Genie from its bottle and create 
beautiful music with a fiery reaction. 
And don’t forget the foam factory. 
It’s a must see!

THE MAGIC OF LANNY KIBBEY: 
Wed, July 8; 1:30 p.m. Tickets: $5

Magician Lanny Kibbey brings 
the very best in magical entertain-
ment with his children’s-oriented 
comedy magic show. Magician 
Lanny tours across the United 
States.

RED GRAMMER: Wed, July 15; 
1:30 p.m. Tickets: $8

Whether in a prestigious per-
forming arts center or in a school 
concert program, Red Grammer 
offers children and adults the high-
est quality musical experience in 
an atmosphere of playfulness and 
joy that excites and inspires as it 
supports the best in all of us. In his 
themed concerts he draws on his 
award-winning repertoire to create 

shows that focus on specific topics.
TOM’S FUN BAND: Wed, July 

22; 1:30 p.m. Tickets: $5
What do you get when you cross 

a passion for music with a guitar, 
drums and a tuba? Tom’s Fun Band 
is a group of musicians who have 
come from very different musical 
backgrounds to bring fun music to 
children and families. Tom’s Fun 
Band was born when Tom Wilbeck 
decided to start writing children’s 
music for his twins.

SOUL STREET — BREAKIN’ 
BACK TO SCHOOL: Wed, July 29; 
1:30 p.m. Tickets: $6

They fly through the air with the 
greatest of ease. They dance en 
pointe while semi-crouched in high-
top sneakers. Catch the excite-
ment of Street Dance as these 
energetic performers demonstrate 
their varied styles and discuss the 
distinctive features of each dance. 

Summer Matinee shows bring educational fun to The Clarion
(Continued from Page 1)

On May 27, NOAA Fisheries, the Houston Zoo and Moody Gardens  
released more than 50 sea turtles at Stewart Beach in Galveston.

Forty-nine of the turtles are Kemp’s ridleys and were part of a group 
brought in last December after suffering from the cold in New England.

The Boston Aquarium sent the sick turtles to NOAA’s Galveston Sea 
Turtle Facility as well as 17 other zoos and aquariums throughout the 
country. The other two turtles, one Kemp’s and one loggerhead were 
already at the NOAA facility for treatment.

The turtles were part of a record-setting, cold-stunning event which 
included a total of 1,200 turtles. They were dehydrated and emaciated due 
to the cold. Symptoms of cold stunning include a decreased heart rate, 
decreased circulation, lethargy, followed by shock, pneumonia and eventu-
ally death if not rescued.

Nursed back to health, Kemps 
ridleys sea turtles released 

This summer, active military personnel and their families get free admis-
sion to the Texas Historical Commission’s (THC) State Historic Sites through 
the Blue Star Museum Program.

From Memorial Day (May 25) through Labor Day (Sept. 7) the free admis-
sion program is available to any bearer of a Geneva Convention common 
access card (CAC), a DD Form 1173 (dependent ID), or a DD Form 1173-1 
ID card.

THC’s 19 State Historic Sites are all participating in the free admission 
program.  A number of the sites are dedicated to preserving the memory of 
military service in Texas, such as the National Museum of the Pacific War in 
Fredericksburg and Fort McKavett in Fort McKavett, Texas.

Blue Star Museums is a collaboration among the National Endowment for 
the Arts, Blue Star Families, and the Department of Defense. This year, more 
than 2,000 museums in all 50 states are taking part in the initiative, including 
more than 500 new museums.

For more information on the THC’s Historic Sites, visit www.texashistoricsit
es.com. To find participating museums and plan your trip, visit www.arts.gov/
bluestarmuseums.

Historic sites free to military personnel
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

God doesn’t wait for us to be 
perfect to hear our prayers

My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Q: How good do you have to 
be before God will answer your 
prayers? I know I’m not perfect; I 
have a lot of problems and know I 
need God’s help. But I don’t pray 
about my problems because I don’t 
think God will hear me. - Mrs. V. 
McN.

A: If you were out in the ocean 
and your boat began to sink, would 
you cry for help even if you weren’t 
sure anyone could hear you? Yes, 
of course you would.

And that’s what God wants us 
to do! He knows all about us; He 
knows what we’ve done wrong, 
and He also knows the problems 
and worries that keep us awake at 
night. And yet He doesn’t wait until 
we’re perfect before He’ll listen 
to us and hear our cries for help. 
One of the greatest sins we will 

ever commit is the sin of refusing 
to turn to Him in our times of need. 
God’s Word is clear: “Our help is in 
the name of the Lord, the Maker of 
heaven and earth” (Psalm 124:8).

Does this mean God isn’t con-
cerned about the sin in our lives? 
No, not at all. Sin creates a barrier 
between God and us, and when 
we deliberately hold on to our sins 
and refuse to turn from them, why 
should we expect God to bless us? 
Sin, after all, is serious - so serious 
that it sent Jesus to the cross.

Don’t cling to your sins any 
longer, but repent of them and turn 
to Christ for the forgiveness and 
cleansing you need. Then seek His 
wisdom for your problems. 

When we know Christ, we can 
“approach God’s throne of grace 
with confidence, so that we may 
receive mercy and find grace to help 
us in our time of need” (Hebrews 4:
16).

Look for us on 
Facebook

ABOUT US

John and Sharon 
Toth, Owners and 

Publishers
Since July 4, 1994

THE BULLETIN is distrib-
uted each Tuesday by J&S 

Communications, Inc.. E-mail 
letters and press releases 

to john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Faxed or mailed announce-

ments are no longer 
accepted. For advertis-

ing information, call (979) 
849-5407. Advertising and 
news release deadline is 5 

p.m.Tuesday.
Our 21st year of publishing!

DRIVERS WANTED
Drivers, CDL-A: Home EVERY 

Weekend! ALL Miles Paid! Instate & 
Dedicated Southeast. Or Walk Away 
Lease, No Money Down.

1-855-971-8419 

            PUBLIC NOTICE
Stephan Krotz, M.D. will no longer 

be practicing at Brazoria County 
Obstetrics & Gynecology (BCOG) 
after May 31, 2015.  Patient records 
will continue to be maintained at 
BCOG and can be requested if 
desired.

Man fatally shot by friend during bulletproof vest ‘test’
By Joseph Serna
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

What was meant as a playful test 
of a bulletproof vest by two friends 
in Northern California ended with 
one man dead and his friend in jail 
on suspicion of murder, officials 
said.

Characterized by the Sacramento 
County Sheriff’s Department as 
an “unintentional killing,” deputies 
arrested Elijah Ray Lambert, 21, on 
Saturday for allegedly fatally shoot-

ing his friend in Bannister Park in 
Fair Oaks the previous night.

The Sacramento County coro-
ner identified the victim as Miguel 
Martinez, 19, of Citrus Heights. In 
an interview with KXTV, Martinez’s 
brother, Tom Cline, said Martinez, 
Lambert and their friends were play-
ing with a gun and bulletproof vest 
when his brother was shot.

Martinez had put on the vest and 
Lambert shot at it to see if it would 
stop the bullet, Cline told KXTV.

“The bullet had actually pen-
etrated the top of his vest,” Cline 
said. “They said he could not 
breathe.”

The pair was with two other 
friends, said Sgt. Lisa Bowman. The 
group initially reported the shooting 
as a robbery but later confessed it 
was an accident, authorities said.

“My brother didn’t deserve this 
death … he was a good boy,” Cline 
said.

HELP WANTED: Due to expansion, Columbia 
Lakes Country Club is looking for LINE COOKS 
and WAIT STAFF. Apply in person. Ask for 
Barbara.
188 Freeman Blvd., West Columbia, TX. 77486

The Bulletin also is available online at mybulletinnewspaper.com 
as a pdf file. Read it online or download it. 
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

 Across
1 Says “I do” to
5 Harvest bundle
10 Bone below the knee
14 Big name in skin care
15 Sculpture subjects
16 Jay with a column in Popular 
Mechanics
17 Smokes
19 Speak wildly
20 Dated song

21 Computer repair pros
23 Fizzle out
24 2013 Literature Nobelist Munro
26 Words sighed after a defeat
28 Ice cream maker Joseph
30 Cultural funding gp.
31 Let loose, as pigs
32 Large group
34 Two-time Oscar-winning director 
Lee
35 Turkish general

38 Pop star
39 Fortuneteller’s deck
41 Corp. moneymen
42 Sidewalk eatery
43 Suffix for a school of thought
44 Chopper blades
46 Classic role for Nimoy
48 Highchair protection
49 Be a fink
50 “Zip it!”
52 “Aida,” for one
54 Sewn edge
55 Catches in a sting
58 Until now
61 Poor box deposit
63 “Tell me about it”
65 Kennel pest
66 “You’ve Got Mail” co-screenwriter 
Ephron
67 Complete failure
68 Civil suit cause
69 Philosophy test component
70 Shade trees
Down
1 Home of the Texas Sports Hall of 
Fame
2 Villainous
3 Sultry stretch
4 Slow mollusk
5 Fr. holy woman
6 Drink with dim sum
7 Art Deco artist
8 “Be there in __”
9 Vacation with worms?
10 Nikon product, for short
11 Destined for one’s comeuppance 
... or what the last words of 3-, 9- 
and 25-Down are doing?
12 Navel type
13 Well-known
18 Queen, in Quebec
22 Additive sold at Pep Boys
25 Slogan on a Boston basketball 
fan’s shirt
27 Flinch, say
28 Long heroic poem
29 Pop, to baby
31 One, for Juan
33 Got some shuteye
34 Pitcher’s asset
36 Jewish wedding dance
37 Lead-in for prof. or D.A.
40 Show curiosity
45 More than heavyset
47 Not at home
48 __ and Herzegovina
50 Golf club part
51 Greeting word
53 John who married Pocahontas
56 Top pilots
57 Buds
59 Molecule part
60 Crunch count
62 Used a chair
64 Boxing’s Sugar __ Leonard
(c)2015 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
CUBA  CHINA  INDIA  KENYA  ANGOLA  CANADA  LIBERIA
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History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

May 25: ON THIS DATE in 
1787, the U.S. Constitutional Con-
vention convened in Philadelphia 
after enough delegates arrived 
to achieve a quorum. In 1927, 
Ford Motor Co. stopped building 
the Model T car as it prepared to 
switch production to the Model A.

May 26: ON THIS DATE in 
1896, the Dow Jones company 
established an index of 12 indus-
trial stocks. In 1977, the block-
buster movie “Star Wars” debuted. 

May 27: ON THIS DATE in 
1941, Britain’s Royal Navy sank 
the German battleship Bismarck. 
In 1977, two Boeing 747 airliners 
(from Pan Am and KLM Airlines) 
collided on a runway in the Canary 
Islands, killing 582 people.

May 28: ON THIS DATE in 
1934, the Dionne quintuplets were 
born in Ontario, Canada. In 1937, 
the Golden Gate Bridge in San 
Francisco opened to vehicular 
traffic.

May 29: ON THIS DATE in 
1919, Albert Einstein’s prediction 

that gravity bends light was con-
firmed during the observation of a 
solar eclipse. In 1953, Mount Ever-
est was first climbed by Edmund 
Hillary of New Zealand and Sherpa 
guide Tenzing Norgay of Nepal.

May 30: ON THIS DATE in 1431, 
Joan of Arc, the teenage French 
war heroine condemned as a 
heretic, was burned at the stake in 
Rouen, France. In 1889, the bras-
siere was invented.

May 31: ON THIS DATE in 1962, 
former Gestapo official Adolf Eich-
mann was hanged in Israel for his 
role in the Holocaust. In 1994, the 
United States announced it was no 
longer aiming nuclear missiles at 
targets in the former Soviet Union.

Answer to last week’s ques-
tion: This week in 1994, singer 
Michael Jackson, often called the 
“King of Pop,” married Lisa Marie 
Presley, daughter of the late “King 
of Rock-n-Roll,” Elvis Presley.

This week’s question: Name 
three of the five Normandy beaches 
on which Allied forces landed on 
D-Day - June 6, 1944 - in World 
War II.

NAME_____________________________________________________

ADDRESS_________________________________________________

CITY__________________________    ZIP______________________

PHONE___________________________________________________

EMAIL____________________________________________________ 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY. At least eight winners will be awarded 
two tickets each to the Galveston Island Schlitterbahn Waterpark. 
Please limit entry to one per person. Winners will be chosen at random, 
and their names announced in a subsequent issue of The Bulletin.

Mail entry forms to: The Bulletin, PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX 77516. 
Entry forms must be received by June 23. Winners will be announced in 
the June 30 issue.

Double your chances: Go to facebook.com/brazoriacountybulletin, 
and like our page to be entered again in the contest. If you are already 
following us, please share the latest Bulletin issue posted.        (6/2/2015)

The Bulletin’s 2015 
Schlitterbahn Ticket Give-Away 

Contest

Happy 38th birthday, ‘Star Wars,’ you changed my life
By Brian Crecente
Tribune News Service (TNS)

It has been 38 years since the 
release of the original “Star Wars.”

Back on May 25, 1977, I clearly 
remember standing in the oppres-
sive heat of a closed garage in El 
Paso, Texas, waiting for my cousins, 
brother, aunt and mom to come out-
side so we could load up and drive 
to the local movie theater.

I was 6 (or nearly 7, as I used to 
tell everyone) at the time and had 
never heard of the movie we were 
going to see. One of my cousins 
told me it was called “Star Wars.”

I remember trying to imagine what 
that meant. The concept of massive 
wars being fought out in the dark 
reaches of space among those mil-
lions of stars I would look up at each 
night. It was almost too strange for 
my young brain to comprehend.

“Star Wars?” I thought. “What a 
stupid name.”

It sounded almost boring, like 
we were off to go watch an hour 
or so of planets shooting lasers at 
each other: a sterile planetarium 
presentation in a sticky-floored 
movie theater. I didn’t want to go. 
My family had just returned from 
Thailand, where the country had 
endured a coup, and my days had 
been spent running shoeless among 
crocodile-filled khlongs. For those 
years, I had no television to watch, 
no radio to listen to, no English 
movies to go see.

We lived in a little compound with 
ambassadors, military commanders, 
spies and not a few snakes.

I didn’t want to go sit in a theater 
and watch stars shoot at each other; 
I wanted to explore the arid wilds of 
this desert town, find my own new 

adventures.
But I didn’t have much of a 

choice.
That opening, that music, didn’t 

set my mind at ease.
“Reading,” I thought. “There’s 

going to be reading.”
I wasn’t happy.
But then it all began to unfold 

before me: the story of a boy, a girl 
and a universe. The Jedi Knight. 
The force. As the movie played, not 
just one universe, but an endless 
supply of universes opened before 
me.

Star Wars was my first significant 
exposure to science fiction, and it 
changed me forever, expanding my 
sights not just to the wilder places 
on earth, but to the myriad fictional 
landscapes born of comics, movies, 
television and, one day, video 
games.
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: WEIGH  FAVOR  EROTIC  BRANDY
Answer: A successful race car team can always use this -- A “DRIVING” FORCE

Tribune Content Agency
ARIES (March 21-April 19): Your 

business skills will be evident in the 
week ahead, but your people skills 
could be at a low point. Avoid giving 
the wrong impression or engaging 
in arguments. A little bit of flattery 
could go to your head.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Put 
the pop back in your popularity. As 
the week unfolds, you might enjoy 
more social occasions than usual. 
Your popularity could hit some new 
highs, so combine business with 
pleasure to land in a win-win posi-
tion.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Be 
grateful that people accept you 
as you are, warts and all. You can 
accept others unconditionally, too. 
However, by overlooking flaws this 
week, you might ignore a hidden 
aggravation and a budding dis-
agreement.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
Flash your lights at ships passing 
in the night. You can acknowledge 
fellow travelers without following 
them home. With sociable Venus in 
your sign, the week ahead may be 
filled with exciting new faces 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Pitch in 
and put forth effort without offend-
ing in the week ahead. Embrace 
the good things in life, but be sure 
everything on your business calen-
dar has been carefully attended to 
before you disappear.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Win 
the war without losing the battle. 
People might be highly competitive 
but hide their fears. Relationships 
need gentle handling. Dust off your 
tact and diplomacy skills this week.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Fair-
weather friends are plenty of fun, 
as long as the sun keeps shining. 
Concentrate on making finances 
and money-making activities 
top priority in the week to come. 
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): In the 
week ahead, you may stick to the 
schedule like glue, but even the 
most ambitious person needs some 
rest and relaxation. You can easily 
put yourself in someone’s good 

graces by being enthusiastic.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 

Switch gears when heading uphill. 
Be cut and dried with the numbers, 
but warm and kindhearted toward 
people in the week to come. You 
can gain someone’s lasting trust 
and admiration by making a gener-
ous gesture.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): Being No. 1 isn’t always as 
important as being ethical. It’s easy 
to forget to play fair when caught 
up in the heat of competition. Some 
people you deal with in the week 
ahead might be interested in win-
ning by subterfuge.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Friends can be lovers or haters. In 
the week ahead, keep your etiquette 
book available for reference. You 
may be so wrapped up in your own 
ambitions that you could accidently 
offend those admire you.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
The writing is on the wall. Watch 
for signs of discontentment and 
aggravation in the week ahead. Use 
all the diplomacy at your disposal 
to avoid spats and allay someone’s 
secret fears. Focus on getting things 
accomplished.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

Bulletin  Horoscope
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Sixth graders at Lanier Middle 
School in Brazosport Independent 
School District (BISD) recently 
experienced the marvels of science 
and technology aboard the Trail-
blazer Mobile Science Museum, 
a sleek trailer filled with interac-
tive, hands-on learning activities 
designed to build interest in STEM 
(science, technology, engineering 
and math) education.

BASF’s site in Freeport pro-
vided funding to Texas Alliance for 
Minorities in Engineering (TAME) 
– which designed and operates 
the Trailblazer – and several BASF 
employees volunteered to bring the 
“science-on-wheels” learning experi-
ence to local students.

“TAME’s Trailblazer program is an 

BASF brings science-on-wheels hands-on exhibit Trailblazer tour to Lanier Middle School
innovative way to bring science and 
technology to life for students while 
making the connection between how 
their education today is preparing 
them for future careers,” said Chris 
Witte, Senior Vice President and 
General Manager of the BASF site 
in Freeport. “We appreciate TAME’s 
efforts to make STEM subjects more 
accessible to more students across 
Texas.”

The Trailblazer is one of two 
mobile science labs operated by 
TAME that are equipped with inter-
active exhibits focusing on space, 
energy, weather, aerodynamics and 
biotechnology. TAME created the 
Trailblazer program to encourage all 
Texas youth in grades three through 
eight to pursue STEM careers, with 

a focus on underrepresented minori-
ties and females.

TAME reports that more than half 
of the U.S. population is female, 
yet only 12 percent of the nation’s 
practicing engineers are women. 
In addition, less than 10 percent 
of engineering professionals are 
African American, Hispanic or 
Native American, while these minor-
ity groups represent more than 25 

percent of the population.
The company worked with district 

officials at BISD to determine which 
campus was the best “fit” for the 
program, as only so many students 
can “tour” the Trailblazer at one 
time.

“The TAME Trailblazer provided 
students at Lanier Middle School 
with amazing exhibits in space, 
weather, medicine, energy, and 

aerodynamics,” said Maria Amador, 
Lanier sixth grade teacher. “Our stu-
dents enjoyed manipulating exhibits 
and learning from BASF employees 
about how things worked in a fun, 
educational and enjoyable manner. 
BASF and TAME truly had an 
mpact on our students. Our school 
is extremely grateful to TAME and 
BASF for investing time, talent and 
energy in our students.”

BASF Corporation recently invited sixth graders at Lanier Middle School 
to experience the marvels of science and technology aboard the TAME 
Trailblazer Mobile Science Museum, a sleek trailer filled with interactive, 
hands-on learning activities designed to build interest in STEM (science, 
technology, engineering and math) education.

Did you know?
• Sharks swim toward storms, instead of running away from them like most 

animals.
• According to one study, smiling can improve our attention and help us 

perform better on cognitive tasks.
• Research shows that we should spend 100 hours a year (two hours a 

week) helping others if we want to enrich our lives.
• If you sleep more, you’ll be less sensitive to negative emotions.
• Thinking of loved ones can help ease stress and reduce negative 

thoughts.
• Airplane blankets are only washed every five to 30 days.
• If a female fish sees her lover lose a fight, she loses interest.
• 80% of all plane crashes occur within three minutes of taking off and 

eight minutes before landing.
• In 1933, you could buy 44 Girl Scout cookies for just 23 cents.
• In the movie “A Christmas Story,” Ralphie says he wants a BB gun 28 

times.
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