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Politics and 
Area 51

Traveling back 
to the 1980s

34 years after leaving, 
I returned to my old 
stomping grounds

The pollinator garden at 
Quintana Beach County Park has 
taken off and is doing very well.  
Not only does this little garden 
patch attract butterflies, hum-
mingbirds, and an array of area 
insects, but it also is a welcome 
addition to the most-used entry 
area to the park’s boardwalk 
system. SEE INSIDE FOR MORE 
COUNTY PARKS HAPPENINGS

Pollinator garden 
at Quintana Beach

BY Danny Tyree
Special to the Bulletin

According to a May 11 United 
Press International news story, 
Democratic presidential frontrun-
ner Hillary Clinton promised a 
radio interviewer that, if elected, 
she would release government 
records related to Area 51.

Area 51, of course, is the 
remote section of Edwards Air 
Force Base in the Nevada desert 
that many UFO enthusiasts 
believe is the site of alien encoun-
ters. 

I was a little surprised that 
Hillary took an interest in this “X 
Files”-type topic. Usually she’s 
chasing little green bills instead of 
little green men. Usually SHE’S 
the one saying, “Take me to your 
leader - so I can hit him up for a 
Clinton Foundation donation.”

Urban legends and conspiracy 
theories insist that Area 51 is a 
center for ongoing communica-
tions with aliens and/or a place 
where crashed alien spaceships 
are taken apart so scientists can 
reverse engineer the technology 
and speed up mankind’s techno-
logical progress.

I know - reverse engineering an 
interstellar craft that smashed into 

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

I recently traveled to Victoria 
to attend a college graduation. I 
spent a year and a half there as a 
reporter for the Victoria Advocate 
newspaper in my 20s.

In my column last week, I 
recalled my 
days at the 
paper. I was 
covering edu-
cation during 
the week and 
the cops on 
Saturdays. 
It was my 
second journal-

ism job, the first one being at the 
Bay City Tribune, where I worked 
right out of college in 1979.

Victoria was a really nice 
city to practice my trade until I 
found another job and moved 
on. It was within a short drive to 
just about everywhere, not too 
far from San Antonio, Austin, 
Houston or Corpus Christi. It was 
a safe place to live and work. My 
Saturday assignment was mostly 
boring. Rarely did anything really 
bad happen there.

I left Victoria in 1982, and since 
then have only driven through 
it a couple of times on my way 
to somewhere else. This time, 
though, my wife, Sharon, and I 
decided to revisit the Advocate, at 
least stop and take some selfies 
outside for memories’ sake.

When we drove into Victoria, it 
was all new, like I had never been 
there. There is no way I could 
have found anything without a 
GPS.

“I think we’re coming up on it,” 
I told Sharon as we drove toward 
the paper. The surroundings 
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Let us 
treat you 

to the 
circus

Done with Schlitterbahn. Now we’re going to the circus. We are planning to give away four (4) tickets 
to each entry slip we pick randomly out of the old shoe box. There will be at least four (4) winners. To 
enter, just fill out this form and mail to: The Bulletin, PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX 77516. Winners will be 
announced in the May 17 issue. One entry per person. Must complete the entire form to qualify.

NAME_____________________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS_________________________________________________________________________________

PHONE_________________________________EMAIL_____________________________________________
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Win tickets to The Greatest Show On Earth
SEE SPECIAL PULL-OUT PAGES  9-16

Are you prepared 
for Hurricane 

Season?
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Alvin Community College
has a record number (78) of dual degree grads
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Lie about the wine 
Q. Next time you offer a glass of 

cheap wine to guests, what might 
you tell them to enhance their sip-
ping pleasure?

A. If you’re okay with lying to 
make others happier, tell them it’s a 
really expensive wine.  First, typical 
casual wine drinkers can hardly 
tell the difference between cheap 
and expensive wines.  Indeed, 
in thousands of double-blind 
taste tests involving hundreds of 
Americans and hundreds of different 
wines ranging from $1.65 to $150 
per bottle, the assigned rankings 
(bad, okay, good, great) showed 
the subjects typically had a slight 
preference for the cheap stuff, 
report Robin Goldstein et al. in the 
“Journal of Wine Economics.”

Second, we expect expensive 
wines to taste better. As reported by 
Harvard professor Joseph Henrich 
in his book “The Secret of Our Suc-
cess: How Culture Is Driving Human 
Evolution, Domesticating Our 
Species, and Making Us Smarter,” 
the pleasure someone gets from a 
glass of wine is influenced by how 
expensive they think it is. 

In tasting tests, brain scan (fMRI) 
studies have confirmed this bias: 

When two identical wines were 
labeled “cheap” or “expensive,” 
those drinking the “expensive” 
sample usually had higher activity in 
their brain’s pleasure centers.

Concludes Henrich, “In terms of 
rational gift-giving strategies, this 
suggests that when giving wine 
as gifts to Americans without wine 
training, you should buy cheap wine, 
remove any price indications, and 
tell them it’s really expensive wine.  
This will maximize their pleasure 
and yours -- by saving money...”

Noisy kitchens
Q. What’s out there to put people 

under acoustical attack in large 
numbers of kitchens?

A. The buzzing, cracking, pop-
ping, whirring, high-pitched ringing 
of the refrigerator provides the “din 
for dinner” these days, says Amber 
Williams in “Scientific American” 
magazine.  According to a study by 
Korean engineers, an estimated 
50% of owners are decidedly 
annoyed by this racket.  “One 
particularly irksome noise is unique 
to no-frost fridges:  a popping sound 
that bursts into the room in spats 
when the home appliance’s com-
pressor revs up.” 

Using vibration sensors and 
microphones, a team of mechanical 
engineers from Turkey observed 

that the popping or “cracking” noises 
were most frequent—-and loud-
est—-when the heater was running 
during the fridge’s defrost stage.  

Rapid temperature changes 
cause contraction and expansion of 
adjoining metallic and other materi-
als in the heating panel, creating the 
so-called “stick slip” phenomenon, 
where static friction causes parts to 
alternately stick together, then slip 
by one another, vibrating and radiat-
ing sound (“Applied Acoustics”).

As acoustic consultant David 
Bowen put it, “It’s a that-really-both-
ers-me type of noise.”

Hold your breath
Q. Why is that little girl holding 

her breath while she gets an injec-
tion?

A. Because she instinctively 
senses that doing this will lessen 
the pain.  Spanish researchers 
Gustavo Reyes del Paso and col-
leagues conducted the definitive 
experiment:  38 intrepid subjects 
had their fingernails squashed 
while they were either inhaling a 
deep breath or holding their breath, 
reports Jessica Hamzelou in “New 
Scientist” magazine.  As it turned 
out, they felt less pain during 
breath-holding than during inhala-
tion (“Pain Medicine”).

Perhaps because breath-holding 
is known to elevate blood pressure, 
and because elevated blood pres-
sure is also associated with stress, 
we have evolved to naturally 
dampen pain under these condi-
tions.  (Indeed, people with high 
blood pressure tend to have higher 
pain thresholds.)

Some caveats:  The effect was 
small--about half a point on a 10-
point scale.  And it may only work if 
the breath-holding starts before the 
pain kicks in, for example, antici-
pating an injection.  Says Richard 
Chapman of the University of Utah, 
“It may be possible to coach people 
in acute pain--such as during 
childbirth--to control their pain by 
breath-holding. 

But holding your breath can also 
tense your muscles, which might 
make some painful conditions 
worse.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

Please let our advertisers know that 
you saw their ad in The Bulletin



Page 4  THE BULLETIN     May 31, 2016      (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

started to look familiar. Probably 
because not much had changed in 
that part of downtown.

The building looked the same on 
the outside. We took a few selfies 
with the entryway with the Advocate 
sign in the background, and then 
decided to see if the front door was 
open.

I first walked through those doors 
in September 1980, when I started 
working at the paper. There were 
two open positions at the time. I 
took the reporting job, and a young 
woman journalism graduate named 
Sharon, from Austin, was hired as a 

copy editor. We started working on 
the same day, and we had the same 
days off.

You probably guessed it by now.
“Let’s go upstairs,” Sharon said. “I 

want to see the newsroom, see how 
it has changed.”

We walked up the stairs to the 
second floor and came to another 
door, which was locked. But, we 
could see inside the newsroom. 
“Look, there’s Vince Reedy’s old 
office. It looks the same,” I said. 
Reedy was the managing editor 
who hired both of us.

A young reporter rushing to an 
assignment opened the door and let 

us in. We were standing in the old 
newsroom where Sharon and I met.

It had changed  a little. The old 
desks were gone, replaced by more 
modern ones with a curved design. 
The old monitors on which I used 
to bang out my stories on deadline 
were gone also.

We met a couple of reporters, 
J.R. Ortega and Rye Druzin, and 
joked that we came in peace. We 
just wanted to see the old place.

“Look, Sharon, your desk is gone. 
Mine is still there,” I said. It was 
actually a different desk, but it was 
in the same place mine used to be, 
and was just as messy.

The kids were really nice (we 
used to be those kids), and wanted 
to hear about what we did back in 
the old days. I told J.R. about doing 
police beat on Saturdays. Nothing 
ever happened. That’s what he was 
doing, he said. And from the looks 
of things, not much has changed in 
that regard.

I used to make the rounds and 
wrote up the police briefs, if there 
were any. One weekend I missed 
an accident in which someone got a 
broken leg, and on Tuesday when I 

returned to work, I heard about it.
“You can’t miss something like 

that,” Jimmy Simon, the full-time 
grizzly police beat reporter repri-
manded me when I showed up. He 
was loaded for bear. I should have 
gotten that, I replied, and apolo-
gized. That’s about how exciting 
things got in Victoria back in those 
days.

Jimmy was a seasoned cops beat 
reporter. He knew everyone and 
never had to use tools like the Open 
Records Act to get what he needed. 
I don’t think he even knew what that 
was. He just asked, and got it.

You could always hear him 
coming into the newsroom because 
he had his portable police scanner 
on. I think he slept with it. At least 
that was the rumor.

The kids seemed to be interested 
in our anecdotes, but I got worried 
that we were interrupting their work. 
We weren’t, J.R. said. There was 
nothing going on. So, we continued.

“Is the coffee still 10 cents in the 
cafeteria?” I asked.

“It’s free,” one of the reporters 
said.

No way. The Advocate is giving 

away free coffee? How did that 
happen?

We used to go to the cafeteria 
during our break and play a game 
of chance to decide who would pay 
for the group’s coffee. It gave the 
people who were in the newsroom 
at the time a chance to hang out 
with all the editors. Attendance was 
not mandatory, but most of us went. 
It was fun.

Except when I lost, and there 
were 12 of us. That hit me back 
$1.20.  But the winners all said 
thank you.

We had to eventually part ways, 
but it was great to see our old 
stomping grounds again, and thanks 
to all the reporters and editors who 
were so gracious. 

I left in 1982 to chase my dream 
of working for a major daily. I did 
that, and then Sharon and I started 
The Bulletin. This time I left - we left 
-  just feeling really good.

Whoever said you can’t go home 
again? Actually, Thomas Wolfe 
wrote a book with that title published 
in 1940, but that’s not my point.

You can. But only for a short 
period, for nostalgia’s sake.

34 years after leaving, I returned to the Victoria Advocate and brought back one of its copy editors
(Continued from Page 1)

John Toth by his old (newer) desk at the Victoria Advocate.
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Football: Did you know?

Look for us on 
Facebook

By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)SIDELINE CHATTER

Now THIS is what you call going on a 10K run.
Lenworth “Kip” Williamson of Saugus, Mass., has run a minimum of 3 

miles every day since Jan. 1, 1989 — or 10,000 days in a row, as of May 
18. He once kept his streak alive by taking a 2 a.m. run before he and his 
wife caught a predawn train. As Williamson, 57, told the Lynn Daily Item: 
“There were nine cars moving, three coyotes and one guy riding a bicycle 
who I thought was crazier than me.”

Golden boot
FIFA fired finance director Markus Kattne, saying he took millions of 

dollars in “irregular” bonus payments. Apparently Kattne had his own 
definition of “golden goal.”

Saint elsewhere
Saints owner Tom Benson says his family tried to kill him. “Hey, don’t 

look at me,” said former Bountygate mastermind Gregg Williams.
Slow ride
The Washington Capitals let 101-year-old fan Gert Friedman ride on 

their ice-resurfacing machine between periods at a recent game. Fans 
knew something was up because the Zamboni’s left blinker was going 
nonstop.

Pass the punch
Ex-Browns QB Johnny Manziel was kicked out of a Vegas nightclub last 

week after allegedly punching someone. “I just can’t stay out of harm’s 
way,” said the man he supposedly punched, Jose Bautista.

Talking the talk
• Jim Barach of WCHS-TV in Charleston, W.Va., on reports someone 

placed a $9,000 wager in Las Vegas on the Buccaneers to win the Super 
Bowl: “The only way he could make a dumber bet would be to put some 
cash down on MVP Johnny Manziel.”

• Comedy writer Alex Kaseberg, after Exaggerator won the Preakness 
Stakes by 31/2 lengths: “Of course, he said he won by 7 lengths.”

NFL owners approve modest changes to instant replay system
The Baltimore Sun (TNS)

The Ravens withdrew their 
proposal for an expansion of instant 
replay recently because although 
it had generated some support, 
there remained some influential NFL 
officials who were strongly opposed 
to it.

The NFL competition committee 
instead proposed some relatively 
minor alterations to the system that 
are focused on helping the game 
officials get the call right on the field. 
At the league meetings Tuesday in 
Charlotte, N.C., NFL owners voted 
to adopt those changes.

Most notably, the officials will now 
be able to communicate more with 
the league office in New York during 
games to avoid certain administra-
tive errors involving “appropriate 
assessment of penalty yardage, 
proper down and status of the game 
clock.”

This is a continuation of the plan 
that was put in place during the 
playoffs last season after a series 
of blown calls, including one late in 
the Ravens’ loss to the Jacksonville 
Jaguars, contributed to the end 

result.
The league also will now include 

“administrative” decisions on pen-

alty enforcement, proper down, spot 
of the foul and status of the game 
clock as part of what’s reviewable.

• American Football grew out of English sports such as rugby and soccer 
and became popular on American college campuses in the late 1800s.

• In 1876, a coach named Walter Camp, who is considered the “Father 
of American Football,” helped produce the first rules of American football. 
Among important changes were the introduction of line scrimmages and 
down-and-distance rules.

• The most watched television event in the United States is the Super Bowl.
• It takes about 600 cows to make one full season’s worth of NFL footballs.
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(This column was prepared by the Social Security Administration. For fast answers 
to specific Social Security questions, contact Social Security toll-free at 800-772-
1213 or visit www.socialsecurity.gov.)

Questions and answers about your 
Social Security

Q: I was turned down for disability. Do I need a lawyer to 
appeal?

A: You’re entitled to hire an attorney if you wish to, but it is not nec-
essary. And, you can file a Social Security appeal online without a 
lawyer. Our online appeal process is convenient and secure. Just go to 
www.socialsecurity.gov/disability/appeal. If you prefer, call us at 1-800-
772-1213 (TTY 1-800-325-0778) to schedule an appointment to visit your 
local Social Security office to appeal.

Q: It’s hard for me to get around because of my disabil-
ity. Do I have to go to a Social Security office to apply for 
benefits?

A: Not anymore. You can prepare and submit your Social Security 
disability application and all the needed forms right over the Internet. 
Our online disability application is convenient and secure. When you 
decide to apply, begin by taking a look at our Disability Starter Kit at 
www.socialsecurity.gov/disability.

a mountainside is like reverse engi-
neering a Ford Edsel or New Coke. 
As Donald Trump put it, “I don’t like 
extraterrestrials who crash-land 
their flying saucers. Give me the 
aliens who accomplish their mission 
of decimating cities and atomizing 
toddlers. That’s what I call a hero.”

Skeptics point out that if we had 
really made contact with extrater-
restrials, SOME low-level Area 
51 employee would have played 

whistleblower by now. Of course 
employees may be buying into 
the “You want the truth? You can’t 
handle the truth!” philosophy. 
Perhaps there is a fear that there 
would be mass panic if we knew we 
weren’t alone. But this is 2016, after 
all. (“Hey, as long as they don’t have 
gluten-based weapons, I’m down 
with that.”)

Many citizens wonder why, if Area 
51 has been around for more than 
50 years, no president has spoken 

up to reveal its secrets. In fact, 
chief executives HAVE let informa-
tion about Area 51 slip out, but it is 
always quickly redacted.

Surely you remember Pres. 
Obama’s gaffe “I’ve got a pen and 
I’ve got a phone. And I’ve got a 
transdimensional death ray. D’oh! 
Can I do that over?”

Going further back, President 
John F. Kennedy also almost let the 
cat out of the bag. Surely some of 
you remember the unedited version 
of his speech, “We choose to go to 
the moon... not because it’s easy, 
but because I think I left my cufflinks 
there.”

Some skeptics are quick to say, 
“Wait a minute - Hillary is married 
to a former president. Wouldn’t he 
have already told her any secrets of 
Area 51?”

Skeptics are sure Bill would 
have divulged everything to Hillary 
because he has SUCH a sterling 
record of telling her everything. 
Most likely, the best she could glean 
would be his muttering in his sleep. 
(“All I wanted was to get to second 
base with her - but those freaks 
don’t even HAVE second base.”)

Bernie Sanders has not indicated 
whether he believes in alien races; 
but in order to cover all demo-
graphic bases, he has recalibrated 
his campaign to focus on “single-
payer alien autopsies.”

If Hillary does make it to the Oval 
Office and fulfill her promise, it could 
be a hollow victory. If she discovers 
that some bureaucrat accidentally 
destroyed the alien self-replicating 

pantsuit blueprints, she could view 
the red state/blue state map ruefully 
and ask, “What difference, at this 
point, does it make?”

©2016 Danny Tyree

Have some presidents given clues over the decades about what really is going on in Area 51? 
(Continued from Page 1)
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IN A MINUTE, OFFICER, ALMOST DONE: Police pulled up 
beside a Lincoln Continental with an improper plate in Macomb County, 
and ordered him to pull over. He signaled that he would comply in a 
minute, and then drove several more miles before stopping. The cops 
asked him why he didn’t pull over right away, and he said he wanted to 
finish smoking a marijuana cigarette first.

HEY, HOW’D YOU GET HERE SO FAST? A passenger in a cab 
stopped at a red light in Reading, Pa., pulled a gun on the driver and 
demanded money. But the robber immediately realized his mistake when a 
Berks County sheriff’s deputy, who happened to be sitting in traffic behind 
them, activated his car’s flashing lights, and got out to arrest him.

SO I GUESS YOU’RE STILL MAD: A woman stabbed her husband 
with a kitchen knife as soon as he arrived at their Augusta, Maine, home 
from work. She then drove him to the hospital but stabbed him again in the 
car on the way there. He is expected to survive.

YEAH, SARGE, I’M PRETTY SURE THAT’S HIM: A man who 
was pulled over for a traffic violation in Fresno, Calif., was immediately 
identified as a gang member on probation because his face was covered 
in tattoos including the word “Gucci” in capital letters across his forehead.

AND THAT BREEZE FELT SO GOOD: A woman, who had been 
drinking and using heroin, led police on a 100 mph chase through Santa 
Fe., N.M., and crashed into another car. She then got out of the car with-
out a stitch on. Asked why she had disrobed, she said she was hot.

YES, HOW QUICKLY CAN YOU GET HERE? A woman attempted 
to do some shoplifting at a Walmart in Richmond, Va., but was stopped 
by the store’s anti-theft team. She then fled the scene, and tried to use an 
Uber as her getaway car. She didn’t get far.

TIME FOR MY NAP: Police surrounded a home in Newark, Ohio, 
after a report that the 75-year-old resident fired several shots into a bed 
and a wall. There ensued a four-hour standoff during which the man did 
not respond to attempts to contact him. When the cops finally moved in, 
they found out why. He had fallen asleep.

YEAH, WE’VE BEEN DRINKING; WHY? Two teenage girls were 
arrested for underage drinking after they called Pennsylvania State Police 
and asked them for a ride home.

HEY, OFFICER, MY EYES ARE UP HERE: A woman was arrested 
at the airport in Frankfurt, Germany, after she was found to be smuggling 
more than two pounds of cocaine inside her breast implants.

Brazoria County AgriLife Exten-
sion Service provided an educa-
tional Ag Awareness Field Trip 
recently at the Brazoria County Fair-
grounds for fourth-grade students. 

This event is called Captain 
ShiskaBob Agricultural Awareness 
Day. Over 900 students participated 
in the event. These students were 
from Angleton, Danbury, Columbia-
Brazoria, and the Sweeny school 
districts.

 Angleton Christian and Brazos-
port Christian school students also 
attended.

The program is set-up for 
students to move between educa-
tional stations, where they learn 
about beef, tractor safety, swine, 
rice, bees, cotton, horses, corn and 
gardening.

The program was established to 
provide students a better under-

standing of where their food comes 
from and the important role that 
agriculture plays in their daily lives.

Volunteers from the Brazoria 
County Extension Education 
Association, Brazoria County 
Master Gardeners, Brazoria County 
Master Naturalist, Brazoria County 
Bee Association, Brazoria County 
Urban Ranchers, Brazoria County 
Beef and Forage, Brazosport FFA 
students and Brookside Tractor pro-
vided expertise during the individual 
sections on each topic. Brazoria 
County 4-H members served as 
group guides that took the groups of 
students from station to station.

Through this educational experi-
ence, students are made aware of 
where and how the food they eat 
is actually grown and raised and 
distributed to grocery stores and 
restaurants for people to enjoy.

Students learn where food comes from
More than 900 attend Ag Awareness field trip at fairgrounds

If you’re interested in 
effective, inexpensive 
advertising for your 

business or organization, 
call (979) 849-5407 and let 
us put together a package 
that won’t break the bank.
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Steps should you to take before a hurricane strikes to keep safe and reduce property damage
From fema.gov

To prepare for a hurricane, you 
should take the following mea-
sures:

• To begin preparing, you should 
build an emergency kit and make a 
family communications plan.

• Know your surroundings.
• Learn the elevation level of 

your property and whether the land 
is flood-prone. This will help you 
know how your property will be 
affected when storm surge or tidal 
flooding are forecasted.

• Identify levees and dams in 
your area and determine whether 
they pose a hazard to you.

• Learn community hurricane 
evacuation routes and how to find 
higher ground. Determine where 
you would go and how you would 
get there if you needed to evacu-
ate.

• Make plans to secure your 
property:

Cover all of your home’s win-
dows. Permanent storm shutters 
offer the best protection for win-
dows. A second option is to board 
up windows with 5/8” exterior grade 
or marine plywood, cut to fit and 
ready to install. 

Another year-round option would 
be installation of laminated glass 

with impact-resistant glazing. Tape 
does not prevent windows from 
breaking.

• Install straps or additional clips 
to securely fasten your roof to the 
frame structure. This will reduce 
roof damage.

• Be sure trees and shrubs 
around your home are well trimmed 
so they are more wind resistant.

• Clear loose and clogged rain 
gutters and downspouts.

• Reinforce your garage doors; if 
wind enters a garage it can cause 
dangerous and expensive struc-
tural damage.

• Plan to bring in all outdoor 

HURRICANE SEASON 2016

PULL THIS 
SECTION 

FROM THE 
PAPER AND 
SAVE IT FOR 

FUTURE 
REFERENCE

furniture, decorations, garbage 
cans and anything else that is not 
tied down.

• Determine how and where to 
secure your boat.

• Install a generator for emergen-
cies.

• If in a high-rise building, 
when high winds are present, be 
prepared to take shelter on a lower 
floor because wind conditions 
increase with height, and in a small 
interior room without windows. 

When flooding may be occuring, 
be prepared to take shelter on a 
floor safely above the flooding and 
wave effects.

• Consider building a safe room.
Hurricanes cause heavy rains 

that can cause extensive flood 
damage in coastal and inland 
areas. 

Everyone is at risk and should 
consider flood insurance protection. 
Flood insurance is the only way to 
financially protect your property or 
business from flood damage. 

To learn more about your 
flooding risk and how to protect 
yourself and your business, visit 
the Federal Insurance and Mitiga-
tion Administration (NFIP) Web 
site,www.floodsmart.gov or call 
1-800-427-2419.

BULLETIN SPECIAL SECTION

HURRICANE
PREPAREDNESS
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From the Hurricane Preparedness Guide

SHOULD I EVACUATE?
Local officials will make manda-

tory evacuation decisions before a 
storm makes landfall. 

Hurricanes can become much 
more dangerous in a matter of 
hours. It is NOT safe to wait. Plan to 
leave early.

WHERE SHOULD I GO?
You may evacuate to any city you 

choose. 
Brazoria County residents have 

been assigned Belton, Texas for 
public shelters. 

If you do not have hotel reserva-
tions or family you can stay with, 
you may evacuate to the public 
shelters. 

Local conditions and considering your options are important ingredients of staying safe
WHAT ROUTE SHOULD 

I TAKE?
There are no mandatory routes 

you must take when evacuating 
from your city.  

When weather is good, take your 
family on an outing to check routes 
and become familiar with roadways.

The State has designated 

evacuation routes: SH-36, SH-288, 
SH-6, I-45, SH-290, HWY-59. If you 
choose to take an alternate route, 
essential services such as food, 
fuel, etc. are not guaranteed.

Contra-flow lanes might be open 
on SH-45, I-10, and SH-290 thirty-
six (36) hours prior to the arrival of 
gale force winds. 

Have more than one route 
planned, realizing that contra-flow 
lanes have priority over all other 
routes.

WHEN EVACUATING, 
YOU SHOULD:

• Coordinate your departure with 
the people who will be traveling with 
you. Notify an out-of-area person of 
your evacuation plans.

• Make arrangements for your 
pets.

• Pack your disaster supply kit 

into your vehicle.
• Secure your home.
• Double check your evacuation 

route and leave.

SHOULD YOU STAY
 There are NO SHELTERS in 

Brazoria County. There will be NO 
SERVICES available to you (sewer, 
water, etc). Hospitals will close, 
ambulances will not run, and police 
and fire cannot respond until the 
storm passes.

The lowest pressure reading 
at landfall is from the 1935 Labor 
Day Storm: the reading  was 892 
millibars. 

That hurricane still holds the 
record as the third most powerful  
storm ever recorded. 

Hurricane Notes
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Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Wind Scale categories highlight sustained wind speeds, danger level
Category 1 (74-95 mph)
Very dangerous winds will 

produce some damage: Well-con-
structed frame homes could have 
damage to roof, shingles, vinyl 
siding and gutters. Large branches 
of trees will snap, and shallowly 
rooted trees may be toppled. 
Extensive damage to power lines 
and poles likely will result in power 
outages that could last a few to 
several days.

Category 2 (96-110 mph):
Extremely dangerous winds will 

cause extensive damage: Well-con-
structed frame homes could sustain 
major roof and siding damage. 
Many shallowly rooted trees will 
be snapped or uprooted and block 
numerous roads. Near-total power 
loss is expected with outages that 
could last from several days to 
weeks.

Category 3 (111-129 mph)
Devastating damage will occur: 

Well-built framed homes may incur 
major damage or removal of roof 
decking and gable ends. Many 
trees will be snapped or uprooted, 
blocking numerous roads. Electric-
ity and water will be unavailable 
for several days to weeks after the 
storm passes.

Category 4 (130-156 mph)
Catastrophic damage will occur: 

Well-built framed homes can sustain 
severe damage with loss of most 
of the roof structure and/or some 
exterior walls. Most trees will be 
snapped or uprooted and power 
poles downed. Fallen trees and 
power poles will isolate residential 
areas. Power outages will last 
weeks to possibly months. Most of 
the area will be uninhabitable for 
weeks or months.

Category 5 (157 mph or higher)
Catastrophic damage will occur: 

A high percentage of framed homes 
will be destroyed, with total roof fail-
ure and wall collapse. Fallen trees 
and power poles will isolate residen-
tial areas. Power outages will last 
for weeks to possibly months. Most 

of the area will be uninhabitable for 
weeks or months.

The Saffir-Simpson Hurricane 
Wind Scale is a 1 to 5 rating 
based on a hurricane’s sustained 
wind speed. This scale estimates 
potential property damage. Hur-
ricanes reaching Category 3 and 
higher are considered major hur-

ricanes because of their potential 
for significant loss of life and 
damage. Category 1 and 2 storms 
are still dangerous, however, and 
require preventative measures. In 
the western North Pacific, the term 
“super typhoon” is used for tropi-
cal cyclones with sustained winds 
exceeding 150 mph.

Average number 
of named storms 
to hit U.S. in 2016
The Weather Channel

The 2016 Atlantic hurricane 
season forecast released from 
Colorado State University calls for 
the number of named storms and 
hurricanes to be near historical 
averages.

A total of 12 named storms, five 
hurricanes and two major hurricanes 
are expected this season, according 
to the forecast prepared by CSU, 
which is headed by Dr. Phil Klotz-
bach in consultation with long-time 
hurricane expert Dr. William Gray.

This is close to the 30-year aver-
age of 12 named storms, six hur-
ricanes and three major hurricanes. 
A major hurricane is one that is 
Category 3 or stronger on the Saffir-
Simpson Hurricane Wind Scale.

Numbers of Atlantic Basin named 
storms, those that attain at least 
tropical storm strength, hurricanes, 
and hurricanes of Category 3 inten-
sity forecast by The Weather Com-
pany , Colorado State University  
compared to the 30-year average.

Those seasonal forecast numbers 
do not include Hurricane Alex, a 
rare January hurricane that struck 
the Azores a few months back. 

Though the official hurricane 
season spans the months from June 
through November, occasionally we 
can see storms form outside those 
months.

There is no strong correlation 
between the number of storms or 
hurricanes and U.S. landfalls in 
any given season. One or more of 
the 12 named storms forecast to 
develop this season could hit the 
U.S., or none at all. 

Therefore, residents of the 
coastal United States should 
prepare each year no matter the 
forecast.
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Preparing for a Disaster and Evacuation:
• Make sure your pet can be identified with an I.D. tag and microchip. 

Don’t forget to register the microchip with a locator database.
• If evacuation occurs, don’t wait to the last minute and don’t leave your 

pet at home. Think of a place to take your pet ahead of time.
• Have an emergency kit with basic pet care items, including a two-

week supply of food and water.
• Keep a cat carrier and/or dog leashes near the front door and within 

reach.
• Leave pet information, such as type, amount and behavior tenden-

cies, at your front door in case you must evacuate before going home and 
authorities search the neighborhood for those left behind.

Pet Care During and After Evacuation:
• Keep the animal confined when staying in your pre-designated tem-

porary location and maintain confinement when you return home.
• If the pet has been deprived of food, slowly re-introduce food in small 

portions when returning home.
• View the pet’s environment and spot out any potential hazards, such 

as broken glass or fallen utility lines.
• Take the pet for a medical check-up to ensure the animal’s health 

hasn’t been affected.

How to evacuate with pets

‘Cold blob’ could limit storm development in Atlantic
AccuWeather

The potential movement of a ‘cold 
blob’ of water in the North Atlantic 
Ocean may be the wild card in the 
2016 Atlantic hurricane season, 
experts say.

The cold blob refers to a large, 
anomalous area of colder-than-
normal sea-surface temperatures, 
located east of Newfoundland and 
south of Greenland.

“This area of colder water started 
to show up a few years ago and has 
become larger and more persistent 
during the past couple of years,” 
AccuWeather Atlantic Hurricane 
Expert Dan Kottlowski said.

Whether or not ocean currents 
draw cold water from this blob 
southward into tropical regions of 
the Atlantic could determine how 
active the season becomes.

If the cooler water migrates 
southward across the eastern 
Atlantic, then westward into tropi-
cal breeding grounds, it will lower 
sea-surface temperatures over the 
region where 85 percent of Atlantic 
tropical systems develop.

If this  scenario takes place, it 
would limit tropical development in 
the Atlantic.

It’s all up to the blob.

The 1943 Surprise Hurricane, which struck Houston, during World War 
II, marked the first intentional meteorological flight into a hurricane. That 
summer, British pilots were being trained in instrument flying at Bryan Field. 
When they saw that the Americans were evacuating their AT-6 Texan trainers 
in the face of the storm, they began questioning the construction of the air-
craft. Lead instructor Colonel Joe Duckworth took one of the trainers out and 
flew it straight into the eye of the storm. After he returned safely with naviga-
tor Lt. Ralph O’Hair, the base’s weather officer, Lt. William Jones-Burdick, 
took over the navigator’s seat and Duckworth flew into the storm a second 
time. This flight showed that hurricane reconnaissance flights were possible.
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A boat that is damaged by a hurricane can wind up costing far more 
to fix than a marine insurance policy costs annually. Review your boat 
policy’s requirements, and be sure to comply with them.

 Most insurance providers require a formal written Storm Plan detailing 
where and how your boat must be secured during a major storm. 

Check with your marina, storage facility or the owner of the private dock 
where your boat is moored to be sure the vessel can remain there during 
a hurricane. If it can stay, know the procedure for securing not only your 
boat, but those docked around it, as well. A boat that breaks loose in a 
hurricane can wind up damaging your boat.

If you have to move your boat from its current slip in the event of a 
storm, decide where you are going to have it hauled before a hurricane is 
forecast.

Make an inventory, preferably by video, of all valuable fixed items such 
as marine electronics that you cannot remove from your boat. Store all 
the boat’s documents, including your marine insurance policy, in a secure 
place off the vessel.

 Lastly, keep an eye to the sky, and closely monitor local and national 
weather services, including NOAA Weather Radio and the National 
Weather Service’s National Hurricane Center www.nhc.noaa.gov.

Hurricane preparations for your boatWhat goes into the making and direction of a hurricane?
What is the AMO?
The AMO is an ongoing series of 

long-duration changes in the sea 
surface temperature of the North 
Atlantic Ocean, with cool and warm 
phases that may last for 20-40 
years at a time and a difference of 
about 1°F between extremes. 

These changes are natural and 
have been occurring for at least the 
last 1,000 years.

How much of the Atlantic 
are we talking about?

Most of the Atlantic between the 
equator and Greenland changes 
in unison. Some area of the North 
Pacific also seem to be affected.

What phase are we in right now?
Since the mid-1990s we have 

been in a warm phase.

What are the impacts of 
the AMO?

The AMO has affected air 
temperatures and rainfall over 
much of the Northern Hemisphere, 
in particular, North America and 
Europe. It is associated with 
changes in the frequency of North 
American droughts and is reflected 
in the frequency of severe Atlantic 
hurricanes. 

It alternately obscures and exag-
gerates the global increase in tem-
peratures due to human-induced 
global warming.

How do El Niño and the 
AMO influence hurricanes?

In a relationship that’s well 
understood, El Niño tends to sup-
press Atlantic hurricane activity, 

mainly by enhancing upper-level 
wind shear, while La Niña favors 
more Atlantic activity by reducing 
wind shear. These factors come 
and go from year to year. 

Meanwhile, the ups and downs 
of the AMO/THC modulate hur-
ricane activity over much longer 
periods by affecting sea-surface 
temperatures and other conditions 
over the tropical and subtropical 
Atlantic. 

“These changes are natural and 
have been occurring for at least the 
last 1,000 years,” notes a NOAA 
FAQ on the phenomenon.

Over the last couple of years, 
the AMO/THC has slowed down, in 
tandem with a reduction in Atlantic 
hurricane activity.

For those of us who still like to chart storms the old fashioned way, save 
this page to plot the coordinates. The National Hurricane Center website also 
has probabilities regarding hurricane movements.
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The deadly storm surge
Storm surge and large waves produced by hurricanes pose the great-

est threat to life and property along the coast.
Storm Surge is an abnormal rise of water generated by a storm’s winds. 

Storm surge can reach heights well over 20 feet and can span hundreds 
of miles of coastline.

Storm Tide is the water level rise during a storm due to the combination 
of storm surge and the astronomical tide.

The destructive power of storm surge and large battering waves can 
result in loss of life, buildings destroyed, beach and dune erosion and 
road and bridge damage along the coast. Storm surge can travel several 
miles inland. In estuaries and bayous, salt water intrusion endangers 
public health and the environment.

Ike 2008
Hurricane Ike made landfall near 

the north end of Galveston Island 
as a Category 2 hurricane. Storm 
surges of 15-20 feet above normal 
tide levels occurred along the Boli-
var Peninsula of Texas and in much 
of the Galveston Bay area. Property 
damage from Ike is estimated at 
$24.9 billion. 

Katrina 2005
Katrina was one of the most 

devastating hurricanes in the history 
of the United States. It produced 
catastrophic damage - estimated 
at $75 billion in the New Orleans 
area and along the Mississippi coast 
- and is the costliest U. S. hurricane 
on record.

 Storm surge flooding of 25 to 28 
feet above normal tide levels was 
associated with Katrina. 

Dennis 2005
Dennis affected much of Florida, 

and its effects extended well inland 
over portions of the southeastern 
United States with the maximum 
amount rainfall of 12.80 inches 
occuring near Camden, Alabama. 
Storm surge flooding of 7-9 ft 
produced considerable storm 
surge-related damage near St. 
Marks, Florida, well to the east of 
the landfall location. The damage 
associated with Dennis in the United 
States is estimated at $2.23 billion. 

Isabel 2003 
Isabel was the worst hurricane to 

affect the Chesapeake Bay region 
since 1933. Storm surge values 
of more than 8 feet flooded rivers 
that flowed into the bay across 
Virginia, Maryland, Delaware, and 
Washington, D.C. Isabel was the 
most intense hurricane of the 2003 
season and directly resulted in 17 
deaths and more than $3 billion in 
damages. 

Opal 1995 
Hurricane Opal made landfall 

near Pensacola Beach, Florida as 
a Category 3 hurricane. The storm 
caused extensive storm surge 
damage from Pensacola Beach to 
Mexico Beach (a span of 120 miles) 
with a maximum storm tide of 24 
feet, recorded near Fort Walton 
Beach. Damage estimates for Opal 
were near $3 billion. 

Hugo 1989
Hugo impacted the southeastern 

United States, including South 
Carolina cities Charleston and 

Myrtle Beach.
 Hugo was responsible for 60 

deaths and $7 billion in dam-
ages, with the highest storm surge 
estimated at 19.8 feet at Romain 
Retreat, South Carolina. 

Camille 1969
Camille was a Category 5 hur-

ricane, the most powerful on the 
Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Wind 
Scale with maximum winds of more 
than 155 mph and storm surge 
flooding of 24 feet that devastated 
the Mississippi coast. 

The final death count for the U.S. 
is listed at 256.

Notable storm surges from hurricanes striking the U.S.
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Dial 2-1-1 to register for a ride 
Brazoria County resident - if 
you have special health care or 
transportation needs, you need 
to make extra efforts to get ready 
for hurricane season. Remember, 
hurricane season officially contin-
ues through Nov. 30.

Operators answering the 
phones at 2-1-1 are prepared to 
help you register for transportation 
and offer special assistance now.

If you have special health care 
needs, register by dialing 2-1-1: 

Gulf coast residents with special 
health care needs (including those 
who are disabled or medically frag-
ile) who live in evacuation zones 
and do not have friends or family to 
help in an evacuation should regis-
ter for a ride in advance by dialing 
2-1-1. Call 211 before a storm is in 
the Gulf. This service is for people 
who cannot drive themselves or 
make transportation arrangements.

If you need transportation, regis-
ter with 2-1-1: If you do not have a 
car or other vehicle, and you cannot 

If you lack transportation, dial 2-1-1 to register
get a ride with friends, neighbors or 
family, register in advance for a ride 
by dialing 2-1-1. If those attempts 
fail, contact your local emergency 
coordinators office.

In the event of an evacuation, 
individuals who have registered 
with 2-1-1, will need to meet at an 
evacuation HUB.

To allow hearing impaired folks 
to register for 211 help before an 
event please email or text your 
contact info to: 211@brazoria-
county.com

Follow these steps to prepare your vehicle for evacuation
• Fill up with fuel before you leave 

town. It’s smart to keep your tank at 
least half full during the entire hur-
ricane season.

• Check your vehicle’s fluid levels, 
and ensure there is adequate cool-
ant in the radiator.

• Don’t forget your tires. Check 
for proper air pressure because hot 
road surfaces are rough on tires. Be 

sure that your spare tire has air and 
that you have the proper equipment 
to change your tire.

Ensure you have a jack and lug 
wrench in your vehicle and know 
where they are in the vehicle.

Your owner’s manual should have 
instructions for changing tires and 
flats.

• Make sure to carry water and 

non-perishable food; enough for you 
and your passengers in case you 
become stranded.

• If you are stranded, stay with 
your vehicle and use emergency 
flashers. Tie a white cloth on the 
antenna or door handle and raise 
the hood.

• Have a working flashlight and 
extra batteries in your vehicle.

How Do Hurricanes Form? Hurricanes form over a large mass of warm 
ocean water. Air from areas with higher air pressure pushes in to the low pres-
sure area. Then that “new” air becomes warm and moist and rises, too. As the 
warm air rises, the surrounding air swirls in to take its place. As the warmed, 
moist air rises and cools off, the water in the air forms clouds. The clouds and 
wind spin and grow, fed by the ocean’s heat and evaporating surface water.
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: SCARF  EAGLE  MELODY  EMBALM
Answer: What the advice columnist did when she went to the foot doctor -- BARED HER SOLE

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Enthusiasm and 
the ability to stand up for yourself are your best 
attributes. Even so, you might offend if you forget to 
say “please” and “thank you.” Focus on being more 
considerate in the week ahead.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Teach others what 
you know and learn something from others in the 
process. In the week ahead you can easily join 
forces and make progress by sharing knowledge, 
ideas, and expertise.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Think before you 
act. You may be challenged to exert your authority 
in the early part of the week. Ask for advice from 
family members or wiser souls before you deliver 
ultimatums.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): You value depend-
ability and reliability above all things. Someone 
close may prove his or her true worth this week. 
Pursue important goals but remember to be appre-
ciative of loyal partners.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Jumping into action is 
fine as long as you don’t jump in over your head. 
You may be challenged to perform physical activi-
ties but must remember to measure twice and cut 
once in the week ahead.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): You know more than 
you think you do. Your good judgment and sound 
assessment of circumstances will help you make 
wise decisions in the week to come. You can see 

the writing on the wall.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Follow the lead of a 

model of industry. Discussions with intimate compan-
ions can become heated if you assert yourself. A “go-
getter” can achieve positive results in the second half of 
the week.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Nail down networking 
skills. You may open up some new avenues to travel 
upon and do business in the week to come. Opinions 
voiced in the outer world may persuade you to take 
important steps.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Your boundless 
enthusiasm can breathe life into humdrum routines but 
don’t get carried away. Wait until at least mid-week to 
start new projects or spend large amounts of money.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): You are truly quick 
on the uptake this week, easily absorbing information 
and making astute observations. File these away for 
future reference. Maintain perfect manners when deal-
ing with the public.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): You may change 
your mind later, so don’t be too eager to jump on the 
bandwagon. Powerful and ambitious ideas could 
develop during the week ahead. Sit on your hands until 
the time is ripe for success.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Follow your first 
instinct after checking in with your closest friend. You’ll 
make the right choice when faced with tough decisions 
in the week ahead if you follow the lead of wiser souls.

Bulletin  Horoscope

History of the World By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

May 30: ON THIS DATE in 1431, 
Joan of Arc, the teenage French war 
heroine condemned as a heretic, 
was burned at the stake by English-
allied forces in Rouen, France. In 
1539, Spanish explorer Hernando de 
Soto landed in Florida. In 1889, the 
brassiere was invented.

May 31: ON THIS DATE in 
1962, former Gestapo official Adolf 
Eichmann was hanged in Israel for 
his role in the Nazi Holocaust. In 
1994, the United States announced 
it no longer was aiming long-range 
nuclear missiles at targets in the 
former Soviet Union.

June 1: ON THIS DATE in 1813, 
the U.S. Navy gained its motto when 
Capt. James Lawrence, commander 
of the frigate Chesapeake, said 
“Don’t give up the ship” during a 
losing battle with a British frigate. In 
1980, Cable News Network debuted.

June 2: ON THIS DATE in 
1851, Maine became the first state 
to enact a law prohibiting posses-
sion of alcohol. In 1924, Congress 
granted U.S. citizenship to all Native 

Americans.
June 3: ON THIS DATE in 1949, 

“Dragnet” was first broadcast on 
radio. In 1976, the oldest known 
copy of the Magna Carta was pre-
sented to the United States.

June 4: ON THIS DATE in 1929, 
George Eastman demonstrated the 
first Technicolor movie. In 1989, 
hundreds, possibly thousands, of 
people were killed when Chinese 
army troops stormed Tiananmen 
Square in Beijing to crush a student-
led pro-democracy movement.

June 5: ON THIS DATE in 1783, 
Joseph and Jacques Montgolfier 

demonstrated their hot-air balloon 
in a 10-minute flight over France. In 
1977, the first personal computer, 
the Apple II, went on sale.

Answer to last week’s 
question: This week in 1968, 
Sirhan B. Sirhan shot Sen. Robert 
F. Kennedy in a hotel kitchen the 
night Kennedy won the California 
Democratic presidential primary. He 
died the next day; Sirhan remains in 
prison.

This week’s question: U.S. 
forces landed on what Caribbean 
island during the Spanish-American 
War in 1898?

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

Did you know?
• New animal research suggests that a diet high in junk food might harm 

the kidneys in a similar way to type-2 diabetes.
• After the Great Depression, Walt Disney’s company went public—his 

workers found out that he made at least five times that of his top people.
• You can now apply to test self-driving cars in Arizona for Google—the job 

pays $20 an hour.
• There’s no evidence that a gluten-free diet brings benefits to people who 

don’t have celiac disease, wheat allergy, or gluten sensitivity.
• According to research, liberals prefer their toilet paper to hang over the 

roll, while conservatives prefer it to hang under.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Biting
8 Pulley wheel
14 Beyond enthusiastic
16 __ arch: blood vessel section
17 Pennsylvania athletes
19 “Charlotte’s Web” monogram
20 Like dreamers, often
21 Word of suspicion, to Tweety
22 Steering aids
24 __ moment

26 Langley-based org.
27 Maritime raptor
28 Florida athletes
32 Booyah, e.g.
33 Tax shelter initials
34 Gray wrote one in a country 
churchyard
35 Illinois athletes
39 Teatime choice
42 “Un-PC” was added to it in 2014
43 “Take a Chance on Me” group

47 Michigan athletes
50 Company headquartered in 
TrollhŠttan
51 Fizzy prefix
52 Words before hear or see
53 Needing to be picked up
54 “Let it be”
56 Address label words
60 DŸsseldorf distances: Abbr.
61 Sports clichŽ that explains 17-, 
28-, 35- and 47-Across
64 Make final adjustments to, as a 
concert piano
65 Family feud
66 They may be intangible
67 Setting piece

DOWN
1 Electrical units
2 Scott Adams’ Evil Director of 
Human Resources
3 Wrap around
4 Grafton’s “__ for Ricochet”
5 Rum desserts
6 Post-op areas
7 Red Sox great Yastrzemski
8 The tenth Muse, to Plato
9 Old TV knob
10 Proof word
11 Diplomatic official
12 Taking in
13 “Understanding is a kind of __”: 
Sagan
15 Part of XXL: Abbr.
18 Proceed
23 Air freshener scent
25 Ray or Jay
28 Emcee’s aid
29 The Era of __: period in Notre 
Dame sports lore
30 Toon with a cat named Bowser
31 Satisfy
36 Health care orgs.
37 Vintner’s prefix
38 Hose users: Abbr.
39 Words on the Royal Canadian Air 
Force badge
40 Is ready to blow
41 “__ of Philadelphia”: Oscar-win-
ning song
44 Court scores
45 Long-grained Asian rice
46 Beyond poor
48 Pre-game decision makers
49 Property encumbrance
53 Eiffel’s world
55 Level
57 Fall mo.
58 “Mon __!”
59 Salon treatment
62 Sinusitis-treating MD
63 Top __
(c)2016 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
APE  RAT  PIG  COW  BEAR  WOLF  GOAT  MULE  LION  MOOSE  MOUSE  COUGAR
Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
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sNine County Parks.
sA group campground with air-

conditioned dormitories, cabins, lake 
& bayou fishing, swimming pool & 
wooded trails.

sTwo full-service RV campgrounds 
with air-conditioned cabins, lighted 
fishing areas, covered pavilions, 
playground on the coast.

s23 miles of sandy beaches.
s20 public boat ramps.
sHistorical homes.
sCoastal ecology center.
sBird watching.
sShelling (peak season Dec.-Feb.)
sYear-round Adventure Programs.
sYear-round special events.
Administrative offices
313 W. Mulberry
Angleton, TX. 77515
(979) 864-1541
Brazoria County Parks Director 
Bryan Frazier
Board of Park Commissioners
Chairman: Meta Kirby 
Vice ChairmanL Paul Wofford, Jr.
Secretary: Joyce Peltier
Commissioners: Dorman David-

son, Rex Lloyd, Rebecca Golden, 
Alvie Merrill

SPONSORS
             The Bulletin

Platinum ($2,000)
BASF Corporation 

Dow Chemical Company
Freeport LNG
Gold ($1,500)

Warehouse Associates (Pirates Alley 
Café, Ocean Village Hotel, Beach 
House Associates), The Bulletin

Silver ($1,000)
Meyerland Custom Home Renovation LLC

Bronze ($500)
Town of Quintana

We also thank the many volunteers 
who help clean the beaches, stake out 
trees and sand fencing, lend a hand 
with programs, and add so much to the 
county’s parks and to our communities. To 
become a sponsor, or to volunteer in our 
programs, call (979) 864-1541, or email 
jamesg @brazoria-county.com.

Heavy rains, storms and even 
flooding could not prevent hundreds 
of dedicated volunteers from taking 
part in the Spring Beach Clean-Up 
along Brazoria County beaches on 
April 23.  

Of the 31 clean-up sites state-
wide, many experienced low turn-
out, and four canceled their program 
as a result of storms in the week 
leading up to the event. 

This year’s event witnessed 80 
volunteers at Quintana, 400 at 
Stahlman Park on Surfside Beach, 
and another 557 participating with 

Schlumberger’s corporate effort on 
Follett’s Beach.  

While turn-out along local 
beaches was lower than anticipated 
– due to heavy inland flooding, our 
volunteers still ranked among the 
highest in the state for the amount 
of trash removed from public 
beaches. Volunteers in Kleberg and 
Nueces counties, with almost 41 
miles of beach and bay, recovered 
26,149 pounds of trash; Galveston 
County volunteers followed with 
47 miles of shoreline and 21,434 
pounds; Brazoria County’s volun-

teers picked up the third-highest 
amount with 16 1⁄2 beach miles and 
20,859 pounds of trash. 

Of interest are the volunteer 
numbers for each site as compared 
to miles and the amount of refuse 
removed.  Kleberg/Nueces had 
1,146 volunteers; Galveston County 
had 1,455; and Brazoria County had 

1,037 total.  
Special thanks go to Ocean 

Village Hotel/Pirate’s Alley Café 
for providing a portion of the food 
supplies for the volunteer meal at 
Surfside and to the Town of Quin-
tana for providing and preparing 
a meal for the volunteers on their 
island beaches.  

Volunteers turn out for county’s Spring Beach Clean-Up despite storms
BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION



Schedule of events
Saturdays, (TBA) June – August, 10-11:30 a.m. - Searching for Sea 

Life at Quintana Beach County Park.  Help park rangers drag the seine (net) 
through the surf and discover sea life native to the Gulf of Mexico. Open 
to the public. Program dates subject to weather and surf conditions.  For 
information, contact the park at (979) 233-1461.

Monday-Thursday, June 13-16, 9 a.m. - noon - Nature Camp at Camp 
Mohawk County Park.  Outdoor nature-related programming with the Bra-
zoria County Master Naturalists.  Ages 7-12.  $30 per camper; limited space 
available.  Pre-registration required.  For information or to register, call (979) 
864-1541.

Sunday, 26 June, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. - Basic Field Archery at Camp Mohawk 
County Park.  Learn the basics of field archery with instructor Marvin Hall.  
All equipment provided.  Space is limited. To pre-register, contact Camp 
Mohawk County Park at (281) 581-2319.

Saturday, Sept. 17 - Texas Navy Day Celebration.  Celebrate the Repub-
lic of Texas Navy at Surfside.  Interact with costumed interpreters at Jetty 
Park and peruse vendor booths at Town Hall.  For information, call (979) 
864-1541.

Saturday, Sept. 24 - Texas Adopt-A-Beach Fall Clean-Up.  Volunteers 
gather at 9 a.m. in Surfside and Quintana for a general beach clean-up.  
Dress for the weather and bring along some water.  Supplies provided; 
lunch afterward.  For more information, contact James at (979) 864-1541 
(Surfside) or Patty at (979) 233-1461 (Quintana).

Friday and Saturday, Oct. 7/8, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. – Texas WingNuts Fly-in 
at Quintana Beach County Park.  Powered paragliding exhibition.  For 
information about the TXWingNuts, visit http://www.txwingnuts.com.  For 
program scheduling, contact the park at (979) 233-1461.

Thursday, Nov. 3 - Stephen F. Austin Birthday Celebration.  Join 
volunteers and students at the Austin Statue at Hwy 288 and Hwy 35 for a 
celebration. Call the Department Office at (979) 864-1541.

Small Watercraft Club – Join the fun as we learn about canoes and 
kayaks. From basic watercraft safety and skills to short trips on local water-
ways, this growing club is a good fit for family activity and learning. Dates, 
times, and locations vary by season. For information call (979) 864-1541.

Stairway to summer
Local contract workmen recently 

completed this beautiful new 
stairway for the beach house at 
Quintana Beach County Park.  
The new stairway replaces a fairly 
rickety version of itself which was 
much narrower and more difficult to 
use.  Rental of the beach house is 
anticipated to begin by mid-summer, 
once renovations are complete.  
Rates have been set at $260 per 
night; we anticipate it will prove a 
popular item.

Spring showers brought high 
water and temporary closure to a 
pair of popular riverside parks in 
Brazoria County, as waterways rose 
above their banks.

Hanson Riverside County Park 
on the San Bernard River near West 
Columbia saw the normal day-use 
parking area become something of 
a secluded lake during the floods,  
while the woodland trail at Brazos 
River County Park near Holiday 
Lakes, close to Angleton, became 
more of a path for snorkelers.   

During the latest flooding, Hanson 
Riverside and Brazos River county 
parks were closed for 10 days due 
to high water.

Flooding causes 
temporary closures
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County museum to hold herbal workshop June 25
Learn about aromatic and medici-

nal plants from herbalist Rebecca 
Laurent as she presents an Herbal 
Workshop on Saturday, June 25, 
at 10 a.m., at the Brazoria County 
Historical Museum in Angleton.

Laurent continues her Home 
Herbal First Aid Course with “Items 
to Survive the Summer.” In this 
class, you will learn the basics of 
using readily available herbs in 
your home and for your health. 
Then you’ll make your own herbal 
remedies for sunburns and those 
pesky bugs. 

Each workshop participant will 
take home a personal, Summer Sur-
vival Kit and a reference guide. The 
workshop fee is $35 per person and 
includes all herbal supplies, lunch, 
and a sampling of herbal teas.

A stay-at-home mother who also 
homeschools her children, Rebecca 
Laurent initially turned to herbalism 
in 2007 as an alternative to the typi-

cal treatments for asthma.  
Successful with her first herb-

alism venture, Laurent began 
researching and developing other 
herbal treatments for use in her 
home.  She applies a “learn as you 
go” methodology, acquiring all of the 
information available on one health 
topic or herb at a time.  

Having perused books, taken 
courses, visited websites, and 
generally employed any available 
resource, Laurent claims success in 
dealing with basic health problems 

when using herbs and herbal 
medicines.

For more information on the 
Herbal Workshop, contact the 
Brazoria County Historical Museum 
at (979) 864-1208 or email 
programs@bchm.org.  

Enrollment is limited, and pre-
registration is required. Museum 
members qualify for special rates. 
The Herbal Workshop is intended 
to be an educational program only, 
not a means of acquiring medicinal 
information.

Herbal medicine, also known as herbalism or botanical medicine, is a 
medical system based on the use of plants or plant extracts that may be 
eaten or applied to the skin. 

Since ancient times, herbal medicine has been used by many different 
cultures throughout the world to treat illness and to assist bodily functions.

Naturopathic medicine (sometimes called “naturopathy”) is a distinct 
system of primary health care that emphasizes prevention and the self-heal-
ing process through the use of natural therapies.

Did you know?

Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Read the Bible carefully before 
you dismiss it

My Answer by Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: How do you know the Bible is true? Maybe some people just got 
together one day and made it all up. As far as I’m concerned, it’s a 
bunch of myths. - J.D.B.

A: I know of no reputable historian - even ones who don’t believe in God 
or believe what the Bible says about Him - who would say the Bible hap-
pened because someone decided to make it up, or that it’s only a bunch of 
myths. Centuries ago, a few skeptics might have said this, but archeologi-
cal discoveries since then have repeatedly confirmed the Bible’s historical 
accuracy.

As I read your letter, however, I couldn’t help but ask myself two ques-
tions. First, I wonder if you’ve ever really read the Bible for yourself, or 
if you’ve only read comments about it written by people determined to 
destroy it. Whatever your situation, I challenge you to read the Bible with 
an open mind and heart. (I often suggest people begin with one of the 
gospels, such as John, because they tell us about Jesus.)

I also wonder why you’re so opposed to the Bible. Is it because you’ve 
honestly investigated it, and decided it isn’t to be trusted? Or is it because 
you sense that if it is true, then you can no longer keep living the way you 
do? I suspect the latter is the case.

To dismiss the Bible is to dismiss Jesus Christ. Don’t make that mistake, 
because He was God in human flesh, sent from heaven to save us and 
give us new life. Instead, I pray you’ll discover the Bible for yourself, and 
through it discover Jesus. The Bible “was written to teach us, so that... we 
might have hope” (Romans 15:4).

It’s one of those days
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NO CLASS SATURDAY, JUNE 11


